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P./;.(B.)— Part  III. 


Ic* 

QUEST 

[  0  N  S — continued  from  Part  II. 

COPn-S  OF  Till?  THREE  EDITIONS  OF  QUESTIONS  F< 

)R  RURAL  DISTRICTS  CIRCULATED  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS— con</««e6'. 

QUERIES,  1st  Issue— con^<ni/e«i/m/!  Part  II.             |            QUERIES,  5 

S.>m;  aftht  Amwns     Ihc  Itural  Qucrin  include  more,  and  olhm  incMe  less,  than  the  Question  toyhirh  thetj  are  irpp 
htvintr  been  made  to  Thrte  diferent  Ethttons  of  the  yi(Cj(n'Ml,  some  wttesitont  i*  eaen  £.aiiwn  ninwi^          iua,  , 
lion  eonU  he  elicited,  wHUt  others  were  enlarged  where  they  thought  the  Qneslions  did  not  embrace  all  which  wal  impor 

The  Edition  to  which  each  Answer  is  made  is  marked  hy  a  Figure  at  the  side  of  the  A  ame  oj  the  fansh. 

d  Issue — continued  from  Part  II. 

■nded  warntnt.    This  discrepanci/  arises  from  the  Answers 
where  the  Commissioners  thought  that  tittle  useful  hiforma- 
ant  and  could  bs  communicuted. 

QUERIES,  3d  Issue — continued  from  Part  II. 
(Edition  appended  to  the  Answers.) 

Whether  Labourers  are  apportioned  amongst  the  Occupiers  ac- 
cording to  the  Extent  of  Occupation,  Acreage,  Kent,  and  Number 
of  f'lorscs  employed  ? — 

Whether  Labourer 
cording  to  the  extent  o 
Horses  employed  ? — 

i  are  apportioned  amongst  the  Occupiers,  ac- 
f  Occupation,  Acreage,  Rent,  or  number  of 

Whether  Labourers  are  apportioned  amongst  the  Occupiers  according 
to  the  extent  of  Occupation,  Acreage,  Rent,  or  number  of  Horses  employed?—— 

Whether  any  Distinction  is  made  in  Wages  paid  to  Married  and 

Single  %n  ?—                                                i     w         f  1 

Is  there  any  and  what  difference  between  the  Wages  ot  the 
Married  and  Unmarried  ? — 

Whether  any  dist 
Single  Men  ? 

Is  there  any  and 
Married  and  Unmarried 

nction  is  made  in  Wages  paid  to  Married  and 
what  difference  between  tlie  Wages  of  the 

Whether  any  distinction  is  made  in  \\  ages  paid  by  their  Employers  to 
Married  and  Single  Men  when  employed  by  individuals  ? — 

Is  there  any  and  what  difference  between  the  Wages  paid  by  the  Em- 
ployer to  the  Married  and  Unmarried  when  employed  by  individuals  ? 

What  are  your  Rates  per  pound  by  the  year,  at  Rack  Rent,  'or 
how  estimated? — 

What  are  your  R 
how  estimated?  — 

ates  per  pound,  by  the  year,  at  Rack  Rent,  or 

What  are  your  Rat^s  per  pound  by  the  ^'ear,  at  Rack  Rent,  or  how 
estimated  ? — 

Have  they  increased  or  diminished  during  the  last  year,  com- 
I>ared  with  the  preceding  ? — 

Have  they  increi 
pared  with  the  preceding 

ised  or  diminished  during  the  last  year,  com- 

Have  they  increased  or  diminished  during  the  last  year,  compared 
with  the  preceding? — 

Have  you  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  and  what 
has  lieen  the  effect? — 

Have  you  a  Selecjt  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  and  what  has 
been  the  effect  ? —  j 

Have  you  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  and  what  has  been 
the  effect  ? — 

Who  decides,  in  your  Parish,  how  much  Money  shall  be  raised 
in  each  Year,  or  in  each  period  less  than  a  Year,  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor,  and  for  County  Kates  ? 

Who  decides,  in 
in  each  Year,  or  in  each 
roor,  and  for  County  R 

;our  Parish,  how  much  Money  shall  be  raised 
period  less  than  a  Y'ear,  for  the  Relief  of  the 
ites? 

Who  decides,  in  your  Parish,  how  much  Money  shall  be  raised  in  each 
Year,  or  in  each  period  less  than  a  Year,  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  ? 

Who  decides  how  much  of  that  Amount  shall  be  paid  by  each 
Rate-payer  ?  • 

•     Who  decides  how 
Uate-payer  ? 

much  of  that  Amount  shall  be  paid  by  each 

Who  decides  how  much  of  that  Amount  shall  be  paid  by  each  Rate- 
payer? 

If  both  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  part  in  deciding  all  or 
any  of  these  Matters,  state  the  Manner  or  Degree  in  which  they 
respectively  interfere  ? 

If  both  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  part  in  deciding  all 
or  any  of  these  Matieri,  state  the  Manner  or  Degree  in  which  they 
respectively  interfere  ? 

If  both  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  part  in  deciding  all  or  any  ol 
these  Matters,  state  the  Manner  or  Degree  in  which  they  respectively  interfere  ? 

Is  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  your  neighbourhood 
increasing  or  diminishing?    And  do  you  attribute  such  increase  or 
diminution  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  Administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws  ? — 

• 

Is  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  your  neighbourhood 
increasing  or  diminishing?    And  do  you  attribute  such  increase  or 
diminution  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  Administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws  ? — 

• 

Is  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  your  neighbourhood  increasing 
or  diminishing?  And  do  you  attribute  such  increase  or  diminution  to  any 
cause  connected  with  the  Administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  ? — 

Is  the  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  your  neighbourhood  supposed 
to  be  increasing  or  diminishing;  that  is,  are  your  Labourers  supposed 
to  be  better  or  worse  worknaen  than  they  formerly  were?— 

Is  tiie  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  your  neighbourhood  sup- 
posed to  be  increasing  or  diminishing ;  that  is,  are  your  Labourers 
supposed  to  be  better  or  worse  workmen  than  they  formerly  were  ?  

Is  the  industry  of  the  labourers  in  your  neighbourhood  supposed  to  be 
increasing  or  diminishing ;  that  is,  are  your  Labourers  supposed  to  be  better 
or  worse  Workmen  than  they  formerly  were  ? — 

errata-Part  hi. 


Page  11. — The  Answers  of  William  Guelder,  Assistant  Overseer,  to 
Queries  33,  34,  35,  refer  to  Bradfield  in  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire.  They  are  printed  as  referring  to  Bradfield 
in  Berkshire,  in  consequence  of  the  Return'being  placed 
amongst  the  Returns  from  that  County,  the  name  of  the 
County  being  wrongly  endorsed  upon  the  Return  after  it 
was  received.  The  Answers  should  be  transferred  to  Brad- 
field, York,  West  Riding,  p.  608. 

—  195. — Name  of  Parish    -    -  read  Bristol,  St.  George. 

—  197. — Name  of  Parish    -    -  read  Bristol,  St.  Philip  and  Jacob. 

—  216. — Name  of  Parish    -    -  read  St.  Weonard. 

—  232. — After  Leighton,  insert  (3),  and  Anonymous. 

—  353. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Lamb  read  Limb. 

—  444. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Groves  read  Grove. 

—  460. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Child  read  Colvill. 

—  472. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Gibbs  read  Gibson. 

—  486. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  John  Broadwood  read  James  Broad  wood. 

—  498. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Bailee  read  Barlee. 

—  525. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Barnwell  read  BarwelL* 

—  627. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Bolting  read  Botting. 

—  634. — Respondent's  Name  -  for  Harris  read  Harrison. 


Part  IIL  ++  a  2 


NUMBERS 

on  the 
Questions 
as 

sent  out — 
conlinued : 
(See  Part  I.) 

1 

QUESTIONS- 
Part  Third— Comprising  Questions 
28  to  37. 

Name  and  County  of  Parish  or  Township  to  which 
the  Answers  refer  ? 

Signature  of  RESPONniiNT ? 

N"  1. — 8. 

28,  Whether  Labourers  are  apportioned  amongst  the 

Occupiers  according  to  the  extent  of  Occupation, 
Acreage,  Rent,  or  Number  of  Hoi  ses  employed  ? — 

N°l.— 9.  "1 
N°2.— 16./ 

20.— Is  there  any  and  what  Difference  between  the 
Wages  paid  by  the  Employer  to  the  Married  and 
Unmarried,  when  employed  by  Individuals  ? — 

N"  1.— J7. 

30. — What  are  yourRates  per  Pound  by  the  Year,  at 
Rack  Rent,  or  how  estimated  ? — 

N°  ].— 18. 

31. — Have  they  increased  or  diminished  during  the  last 
Year,  compared  witli  the  preceding  ? — 

N"  I.— 19. 

32,— Have  you  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Over- 
seer ;  and  what  has  been  the  effect  ? — 

Additional"!  . 
Query  j"  ^ ' 

33. — Who  decides  in  your  Parish  how  much  Money 
.shall  be  raised  in  each  Year,  or  in  each  period 
less  than  a  Year,  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  ! — 

Additional"! . 
Query  t^- 

i 

34. — Who  decides  how  much  of  that  Amount  shall  be 
paid  by  each  Rate-payer  ? — 

;' 

AcWitioiial| 
Quer\-  j"' 

35. — If  both  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  part  in 
deciding  all  or  any  of  these  matters,  state  the 
manner  or  degree  in  which  they  respectively 
interfere? — 

N»  2.-28. 

36.— Is  the  Amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  your 
Neighbourhood  increasing  or  diminishing? — and 
do  you  attribute  such  increase  or  diminution  to 
any  cause  connected  with  the  Administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws  ? — 

N°  2.-9. 
• 

3'- — Is  the  Industry  of  the  Labourers  in  your  Neigh- 
bourhood supposed  to  be  increasing  or  diminish- 
ing ;  that  is,  are  your  Labourers  supposed  to  be 
better  or  worse  Workmen  than  they  formerly 
were  ? —  •' 

{For  continuation  of  QvEsrioss,  seep.  2d.) 
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County  of  BEDFORD- continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BLUNHAM-cuM-MUGGERH  ANGER.  (1) 


Jacob  Henry  Brooke  Mountain,  Hector  &  J.  P. 
Robert  Judd,  Overseer. 


28. — They  are  not. 


R.  J. 


B  R  O  M  H  AM. 


(3) 


J.  J.  Goodall, 

Vicar  of  Bromham  &  Oakley. 


28. — Average  rent. 


Most  of  the  Farmers  agree  that  a  power  might  beneficially  be  given  to  a  certain  large  majority  in  Vestry  to  make 


.....  J  .  .7-,^...  x,.,..^  J  -r  t 

29. — Generally  none.  J.H.B.M. 
None.                                              -K-  J- 

29. — 1  s.  difference 
occasionally. 

persons  agree  that  little  good  can  be 
effected,  whilst  the'  present  system  of ' 
beer-shops  is  permitted,  which  is  ra- 
pidly ruining  the  agricultural  La- 
bourers.                J.  H.B.  M. 

30.— Estimated  by  the  estimate  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  Inclosure  Act  of  a.  D.  1796.  R.J. 

30.— 4s.  6  d.  in  the  pound,  and  one-fifth  under  Rack 
Rent. 

31. — Diminished.                                        R-  J- 

31. — No  difference  for  the  last  five  years. 

32. — Neither.  RJ- 

32. — Neither. 

 —  

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  call  a  Vestry,  and  act 
under  their  directions.                J.  H.  B.  M. 

• 

4 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  with  consent 
of  the  Vestry. 

34. — The  Overseers  make  a  Rate  according  to  an 
ancient  valuation.   When  any  changes  become 
necessary,  they  are  submitted  to  a  Vestry  called 
for  that  purpose,  or  for  making  a  Rate. 

J.H.B.M. 

34. — The  above-mentioned  Overseers  and  Church 
wardens,  with  consent  of  Vestry.  • 

35. — The  Overseers  appear  very  desirous  to  take  upon 
themselves  as  little  responsibility  as  possible, 
and  to  consult  the  Vestry  in  all  matters  likely 
to  be  disputed  or  inve^igated ;  but  this  of 
course  varies  in  some  degree,  according  to  the 
ciiaracter  and  influence  of  the  men  in  office  for 
the  year.  J.H.B.M. 

35. — At  Lady-day  the  Vestry  appoint  Overseers,  and 
at  Easter  the  Parish  and  Minister  appoint 
Churchwardens  for  the  year  ensuing,  who  are 
empowered  to  raise  by  rate  and  to  expend  the 
sums  requisite  in  all  ordinary  matters.  Should 
any  thing  of  an  extraordinary  nature  occur, 
the  Vestiy  being  called,  decide  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  it,  and  then  the  Overseers  act  in  the 
business. 

36. — It  is  not  supposed  that  there  has  as  yet  been  any 
material  change  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  but  the  very 
great  increase  of  Poor  Rates  (particularly  since  the 
terrors  of  incendiarism  have  operated  so  widely  on 
the  Farmers)  is  tending  to  reduce  it.    The  Farmers 
are,  however,  aware  that  (excepting  in  cases  of  long 
tenures  and  very  sudden  augmentation  of  Rates)  the 
burden  does  not  at  all  affect  them.  It  is  a  rent  paid  to 
the  Parish  instead  of  to  the  landowner.   J.  H.  B.  M. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  decreased,  but  from  causes 
totally  distinct  from  the  effect  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — They  are  much  degenerated  ;  and,  being  generally 
disaffected  to  their  employers,  they  work  un- 
willingly and  wastefully.  The  disaffection  is  in 
a  great  measure  to  be  attributed  to  continual 
disputes  respecting  the  Parish  rehef,  and  it  has 
doubtless  been  aggravated  by  agitators. 

J.  H.  B.  M. 

37. — Much  the  same  as  usual. 

* 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  A  D  D  I  N  G  T  0  N.  (3) 

C  A  R  D  I  N  G  T  0  N.  (3) 

Woodside  Farm. 

M/iji  fifiB  /* /Vp  m  /•/>   /?  rtiWi  Jifnn 

Vicar. 

28.'  No. 

28. — According  to  acreage  rent. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

29.— None. 

30. — Our  Parish  was  valued  in  1800  at  the  time  of  the 

30. — Nominally  6s.  in  the  pound;  really  45. 

31- — There  is  no  material  variation  ; 


32.— No  Select  Ves- 
try or  Assist- 
ant Overseer. 


33.— 


34.- 


35. — 


YEARS 

Number  of  Rates  at  1 5 

ending 

in  the  Pound 

during  each  Year  for 

25  March 

»  ' 

Herts  Side. 

Beds  Side. 

3h 

3 

1800 

4 

2i 

1801 

4 

5 

1802 

4 

3 

1803 

4 

4 

1804 

3h 

H 

1805 

4i 

2 

1806 

3 

2^ 

1807 

4 

3 

1808 

3 

3 

1809 

5 

3i 

1810 

5 

3i 

i8n 

5 

4h 

1812 

7 

Ah 

1813 

7 

5h 

1814 

7 

6h 

1815 

5 

6 

1816 

5 

5 

1817 

5h 

Ah 

1818 

5h 

5h 

1819 

4 

Ah 

1820 

4 

3 

1821 

3 

4i 

1822 

4 

4 

1823 

3 

41 

1824 

4 

5 

1825 

3 

4 

1826 

5 

4 

1827 

5 

4 

1828 

6  - 

Ah 

18-29 

5 

5 

1830 

5 

5 

1831 

5h 

5 

1832 

5 

5 

pound ;  so  that  the  land 
pays  from  4  s.  to  5  s.  per 
acre  to  the  Poor's  Rate  an- 
nually. 


32.— No. 


33. — The  Vestry  meeting  of  the  inhabitants. 


36.— The  old  Farm- 
ers are  certainly 
getting  poorer, 
although  there 
is  no  want  of  fresh  capital  to  invest  on  farms  in  case 
they  are  vacant.  The  diminution  of  agricultural 
capital  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  cause  spring- 
ing from  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the  low  price  of 
produce,  and  bad  harvests. 


34.^ — By  Commissioners. 


35. — They  both  take  part  in  deciding  new  cases. 


36.-- 


37. — No  difference. 


37. 


Ac. 
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County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  0  P  L  E.  (3) 

K  E  M  P  S  T  0  N.  (3) 

John  Clayton, 

Churchwarden. 

George  Owsley  Fenwicke, 

Vicar  &  J.  P. 

28. — Labourers  are  apportioned,  a  man  to  £.  30  rent. 

28. — No. 

29. — Not  much  difference  when  by  the  day-work ;  but 
the  married  men  with  famiUes  are  mostly  pre- 
ferred in  giving  them  work  by  the  piece.  Single 
men  if  bv  thedav.  have  from  6  s.  to  9  s.  per  week. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made  between  the  married  and 
single  when  employed  by  individuals. 

30. — 6  s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 9s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  according  to  the  quality 
rate,  which  is  nearly  the  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

31. — The  rates  increased  6d.  in  the  pound  last  year. 
The  great  evil  of  our  Parish  is  an  over  popula- 

i\nn     nnrl  rrincpniipnfKr 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  ;  have  an  Assistant  Overseer  ; 
conceive  rather  advantageous. 

32. — There  is  no  Select 
Vestry,  but  an  As- 
sistant Overseer. 

 7                            "  \  J  — 

excessively  burthensome 
Poor  Rate,    In  1801,  our 
Population  was  1,035,  and 
our  Poor's  Rates,  £.  934  ; 
in   1831,  our  Population 
1,571,  and  our  Poor's  Rates 
more  than  £.2,600.  They 
are  both  of  them  at  this 
time  rapidly  increasing. 

33. — At  a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Parishioners  in 
general,  to  examine  the  Overseers'  accounts, 
they  then  grant  a  Rate  for  the  above  payments' ; 
which  Rate  is  signed  by  a  Magistrate  before 
collected. 

33. — The  Overseers  un- 
der the  direction 
of  the  Vestry. 

34. — Every  Rate-payer  is  rated  by  a  Pound  Rate, 
according  to  his  rent. 

34. — At  the  inclosure,  in  the  year  1804,  the  Commis- 
sioners qualitied  the  whole  parish,  and  the  rate 
is  assessed  upon  the  Commissioners'  valuation, 
which  is  about  6-7ths  of  the  rack  rent. 

35. — An  Overseer  is  considered  as  a  servant  to  the 
Parish,  therefore  has  only  one  voice  at  the 
meeting;  all  matters  are  settled  by  the  majority. 

35. — When  a  former  rate  is  expended,  it  is  usual  for 
the  Overseers  to  mention  it  to  the  Vestry. 
There  is  a  Vestry  assembled  once  a  month,  and 
upon  particular  business  as  often  as  it  is  neces- 
sary. 

3G.— Diminishing  ;  but  am  unable  to  assign  any  cause. 

36. — Agricultural  capital,  in  our  neighbourhood,  is 
avowedly  diminishing,  and  Farmers,  though 
their  rents  may  have  been  reduced  since  the  late 
war  20  or  30,  and  upon  poor  lands  even  60  per 
cent,  every  rent-day  they  find  an  increasing  dif- 
ficulty in  meeting  their  Landlords. 

37. — Labourers  considered  not  such  good  workmen  as 
formerly  ;  accounted  for  by  the  surplus  number 
of  Men  and  Boys  unemployed,  except  on  the 
Round  System. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  confessedly  dimi- 
nishing.   Those  who  are  out  of  work  are  em- 
ployed by  the  Parish  on  the  roads.    Any  one 
passing  by  will  see  them  loitering  about,  and 
trifling  away  their  time  in  idleness,  and  may 
think  himself  fortunate  if  he  escape  being  in- 
sulted by  them. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  C(3MMISSI0NERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  I  D  L  I  N  G  T  0  N.  (3) 

t 

M  A  U  L  D  E  N. 

Thomas  Batchelor. 

T.  M.  Overman, 

Church  wardeiu 

28. — Various  schemes  have  been  tried  at  different  times. 

28.— 

At  present  a  Labour  Rate  (under  the  supposed  authority  of  a  new  Act)  is  in  trial,  in  which  one  man  to  30  acres 
arable,  or  50  sward,  are  called  necessary  men,  and  a  1  5.  3(i.  rate  is  levied  every  C  weeks  for  the  unnecessary  or 

superfluous  Labourers. 


29. 


29. — Unmarried  men  sometimes  work  for  6  s.  or  7  s.  a 
week,  while  the  married  men  have  95.  If  we  say 
7  i.  for  an  unmarried  man,  who  would  have  only 

3i.  6d.  if  employed  (as  it  is  called)  by  the  Overseer,  he  gains  by  working  for  a  master 

'  3*.  Ctd.  a  week,  and 
the  master  is.;  an 
inducement  to  both. 


30. — Up  to  Lady-day  1832,  12 1  shilUng  Rates,  pro- 
bably at  from  |ds  to  iths  of  the  rental. 


31. — Not  much  variation. 


There  is  a  difference  when 

the  quantity  of  Labour  in  the  market  is  greater  than  is 
wanted;  but  wiien  the  demand 
is  equal  to  the  quantity,  the 
single  man  2cts  as  much  as  the 
married,  if  he  can  do  as  much 
work. 


31.- 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  for 
several  years,  whose  experience  enables  him 
better  to  manage  parochial  affairs.  


32. 


33. — When  the  last  Poor  Rate  is  nearly  expended,  the 
Overseer  writes  out  a  new  one,  and  presents  it 
to  the  Magistrates  for  signature,  after  having 
previously  obtained  the  signature  of  a  majority 
of  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


33. — The  Overseers,  on  entering  office,  make  a  Rate  of 
\s.  in  the  pound.  It  is  signed  by  two  Magis- 
trates, and  notice  given  at  Clmrch  the  Sunday 
following. 


34. — ^The  Poor  Rate  generally  remains  unaltered  for 
many  years,  except  as  respects  a  few  tradesmen  or 
cottagers,  who  pay  but  a  few  shillings.  Such  small 
alterations  are  very  commonly  made  at  the  Lady- 
day  Meeting,  by  the  authority  of  a  majority  of  the 
Meeting  or  Vestry.  Sometimes,  where  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  rate  is  much  complained  of,  two  or  three 
neighbouring  farmers  are  employed  to  regulate  it ; 

but  where  a  rate  is 
quashed  by  appeal  to 
the  Quarter  Sessions, 
the  law  expenses,  and 
charges  of  land-survey- 
ors, &c.  often  rise  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  2  s. 
or  3  s.  rates ;  a  great  part 
of  which  may  be  pay- 
able by  tenants  at  will, 
who  of  course  have  but 


35.— I  have  never  known  the 
Overseers  make  alterations 
of  their  own  authority, 
where  a  Vestry  (which  is  gene- 
rally held  once  a  month)  can 
conveniently  give  their  advice ; 
and  I  should  suppose  there 
are  ver)-  few  Parish  Officers 
who  would  make  any  alteration 
of  their  own  authority,  though 
the  Poor  Rate  is  understood 
nominally  to  be  made  by  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


a  precarious  mterest  m 
the  Parish. 


86.— When  agricultural  produce  diminishes  in  price, 
and  the  poor  continually  increase,  it  seems  a 
matter  of  course  that  agricultural  capital  should 
diminish  in  a  similar  proportion. 


34. — The  Poor  Rate  is  made  on  a  valuation  of  the 
property  of  the  Parish.  If  any  one  object  to 
the  Rate,  and  can  establish  his  objection  at  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  a  fresh  Valuation  is  ordered. 


35. — The  Overseers'  accounts  are  brought  before  a 
Vestry  held  regularly  every  month,  which  serves 
as  a  check  on  the  Overseers,  as  they  can  ascer- 
tain, by  inspecting  the  accounts,  whether  the 
Overseers  are  collecting  more  than  is  necessary. 


36.— 


Decreasing,  from  the  lowness  of  the  price  of  pro- 
duce, and  the  too  frequent  visits  of  the  Overseer 
for  Poor  Rate. 


9 


37. — Diminishing  very  much,  in  consequence  of  the 
evil  example  of  paying  many  persons  on  the  roads 
for  doing  scarcely  any  thing ;  and  the  reason  why 
they  are  permitted  to  have  wages  almost  without 
work,  is,  because  the  farmers  have  no  interest  in 
permanent  improvements  of  the  roads,  or  even  the 
land,  while  the  laws  permit  the  Public,  or  die  Land- 
owners to  receive  nearly  all  the  profits  of  work,  which 
they  refuse  to  pay  for,  or  encourage  by  allowances. 


37. — Decreasing  ;  12  Men  now  only  do  the  work  that 
nine  did  when  I  commenced  business  18  years 
since ;  and  as  long  as  the  Magistrates  keep  up 
that  system  of  ordering  the  Overseers  to  make 
up  men's  money,  the  evil  will  keep  increasing  ; 
it  takes  away  that  nice  feehng  that  the  family 
is  maintained  by  himself,  which  must  be  restored, 
or  property  will  be  of  little  value  soon. 


P.  L.(B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MEPPERSHALL. 

James  Webster,  b.  d. 

Rector. 


(3) 


28. — No.    This  is  a  desideratum  wanted  by  Statute. 


29. — Wages  generally  the  same  to  the  married  and 
unmarried,  if  they  are  equally  able-bodied. 


30.  —45.  at  §ds  of  the  Rent. 


31. — Increased. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry  in  this  Parish. 


33. — The  Overseers  make  the  Rates,  as  wanted  ;  they 
are  allowed  by  two  Magistrates,  and  afterwards 
published  on  a  Sunday  in  the  Parish  Church. 


N  O  R  T  H  I  L  L. 

John  Taddy, 

Minister. 


(3) 


30.- 


audited  four  times  a  year  by  the  parishioners  in  Vestry 
assembled.  When  the  money  in  hand  is  expended,  a 
new  rate  is  granted  by  the  Magistrates. 


28. — It  has  been  attempted  to  apportion  them  according 
to  Rent,  but  this  has  too  often  failed.  It  appears  to 
me,  as  well  as  to  most  Clergymen  in  my  neighbour- 
hood, that  a  Labour  Rate,  compulsorily  ex- 
tended to  all  Parishes,  (whatever  their  ave- 
rage expenditure  on  their  unemployed 
Poor  may  have  previously  been)  is  the  best 
remedy,  both  for  the  moral  and  physical  evils 
of  the  present  system  of  pay- 
ing money  sufficient  only  for 
the  bare  subsistence  of  La- 
bourers for  whom  no  work  is 
found.  I  cannot  see  any  ob- 
jection to  this;  for  by  the  pre- 
sent statute  or  custom,  the  land 
is  obliged  to  support  the  poor, 
and  a  universal  Labour-rate 
would  aci  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, only  it  would  distribute 
the  burden  fairly  and  justly  on 
each  occupier  of  an  agricul- 
tural parish,  and  would  render 
the  poor  useful  and  respected 
in  their  own  eyes,  and  better 
fed,  and  thereby  more  con- 
tented. 


31. — No 


I  think  the  average 
4s.  in  the  pound, 
  but  not  esti- 
mated at  Rack 
Rent. 


32. — An  Assistant  Over- 
seer, but  not  a  Se- 
lect Vestry ;  he 
saves  money  by 
the  precision  of 
hisaccountSjbut 
he  has  not  suf- 
ficient ascend- 
ancy with  the 
Labourers,  not 


33.— The 

Parish 
accounts 
are 


being  himself  a  farmer,  or  master  to  them.  | 


34. 


35.— -We  have  no  Vestry.    The  Overseers  have  the 
sole  disposal  of  the  Poor  Rates. 


34. — The  rate  is  levied  according  to  an  old  valuation 
of  the  lands  of  the  Parish,  made  about  30  years 
since. 


35. — A  general  cognizance  is  exercised  over  these 
matters  by  parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled ; 
the  conduct  of  the  Overseers  being  subject  to 
their  approval  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  Magis- 
trates. 


36. — Diminished  ;  and  is  connected  with  the  imperfect 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


36. — I  conceive  diminishing ;  farmers'  profits  being 
less,  they  of  course  employ  fewer  men,  whose 
support  being  thrown  on  the  rates,  again  tends 
to  diminish  the  farmers'  capital. 


37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourer  is  the  same  in  gene- 
ral as  it  always  has  been  when  they  can  obtain 
proper  labour  and  proper  wages ;  but  Popula- 
tion has  of  late  so  much  increased,  that  proper 
employment  for  them  cannot  always  be  found, 
and  then  they  are  put  under  the  direction  of  the 
Surveyor  of  Roads  at  an  under  price,  and  must 
be  assisted  by  parochial  relief. 


37. — I  cannot  say. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


PUDDINGTON. 


Rkh'^  L.  Orlebar. 


(3) 


28.— No. 


29. — Single  men  generally  have  3s.  less  wages,  except 
they  are  very  superior  workmen.  There  are  very 
few  unmarried  men,  as  they  generally  marry  very 
young  in  order  to  get  higher  wages  ;  in  some  cases, 

to  spite  the 
Parish.  The 
few  single  men 
there  are  can, 
if  very  good 
workmen,  get 
wages  nearly 
equal  to  mar- 


30. 


-6  J?,  to  Gs.Gd.  by  the  year,  at  Rack 
Rent. 


31. — They  have  rather  diminished,  on 
account  of  the  low  price  of  bread. 


SHARNBROOK. 


George  Church,  Cliurchwarden. 
John  Gibbard,  J.  P. 


(3) 


32. — Neither. 


ried  men,  bnt  are  always  the 
first  to  be  turned  off  by  the 
employer ;  if  indifferent  work- 
men, they  are  employed  at 
very  low  wages. 


33. — The  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  and  the 
Churchwardens.  But  the  Vestry  decide  in  any 
doubtful  case  how  much  relief  shall  be  given 
to  paupers,  and  generally  how  such  money 
shall  be  expended. 


34. — ^The  same  Parish  Officers  decide  without  consult- 
ing the  Vestry,  as  the  Vestry  would  never  or 
seldom  agree. 


28. — Sometimes  the  Farmers  take  the  Labourers  in  pro- 
portion to  the  Rate ;  that  is,  a  Man  for  every 
£.  30 ;  a  Boy  for  every  £.  50.  G.  C. 


29. — Married  men  have  more  wages  than  single,  when 
employed  by  individuals.  J.  G. 

Married  men  generally  receive  more  wages  than 


30.- 

-7  s.  Gd.  at  1  Quality  Rate. 

G.  a 

31.- 

-Increased. 

G.  C. 

32.- 

-No. 

G.C. 

33. — The  Overseers,  when  they  have  expended  one 
Rate  (usually  a  Shilling  Rate),  proceed  to  collect  a 
fresh  one  ;  and  as  there  is  great  unanimity  in  the 
Parish,  they  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  have  the 
signature  or  sanction  of  the  Magistrates.  There  is 
a  Vestry  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month,  at 
which  any  Rate-payer  may  attend.  J.  G. 


34. — It  is  ascertained  by  reference  to  a  Quality  Rate 
or  Valuation  of  the  Parish,  made  about  20 
years  since,  and  in  which  all  the  Rate-payers 
acquiesce.  J.  G. 


35. — The  Parish  Officers  make  the  rate,  and  fix  the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  each  individual  without 
consulting  the  Vestry,  generally  calling  in  some 
neighbouring  appraiser  of  lands  to  give  his  opinion 
respecting  the  quality  of  any  lands  on  which  they 
may  think  right  to  alter  the  old  amount  of  rates ; 
the  rates  are,  however,  seldom  materially  altered, 
perhaps  once  in  ten  years.  Then  the  alteration  is 
caused  by  complaint  of  some  rate-payer,  whose 
land  is  in  a  bad  state  of  cultivation,  against  the 
occupiers  of  other  land,  which  has  been  im- 
proved since  the  last  rate  was  made. 


35. 


-The  proceedings  of  the  Overseers  are  subject  to 
the  interference  of  the  Rate-payers,  who,  how- 
never  do  interfere.  J.  G. 


ever. 


36. — Much  diminishing,  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  heavy 
pressure  of  the  rates ;  in  some  instances  deter- 
ring men  of  considerable  capital  from  taking 
Farms ;  in  others,  ruining  and  impoverishing 
the  present  occupants. 


36. — Diminishing  ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  necessity  the 
Farmers  are  under  of  employing  more  Labourers 
than  they  require,  in  order  to  ease  the  Poor 
Rates.  The  low  price  of  Grain  is  also  another 
cause.  J.  G. 


37. — The  workmen  are  generally  not  equal  to  their 
fathers,  more  especially  the  very  young  men. 
This  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact,  that  Farmers 
seldom  employ  any  but  married  men  with  fami- 
lies in  works  requiring  skill;  such  as  draining, 
thatching,  felling  wood,  ditching,  &c. 


37. — Diminishing. 


J.  G. 
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County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SOUTHILL-cuM-WARDEN.  (3) 

T  U  R  V  E  Y.  (3) 

Frederick  H.  Neve, 

Vicar. 

Chas,  Lororuet  His^ins^  Turvev  Abbey. 
William  Finch,  Churchwarden. 

28. — According  to  the  Poor  Assessment. 

28. — Attempted,  but  not  effected.                 IV.  F. 

29. — Not  any  difference  usually,  though  it  does  occur 
occasionally.  Sometimes  single  perhaps  2  s.  less. 

29.— No.                                         C.  L.  H. 
No.                                            W.  F. 

30. — 4s.  or  4s.  Gd.  at  less  than  Rack  Rent. 

30.— About  .5  s.                                        W.  F, 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

31. — Upon  the  increase.                             W.  F. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
whose  services  have  been  most  beneficial  to  the 
Poor,  as  well  as  to  the  Rate-payers. 

32.— No.                                            W.  F. 

33. — A  monthly  Vestry  is  held,  in  which  it  is  decided 
by  the  majority  when  it  is  necessary  to  raise  a 
new  Rate. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers  and  Vestrymen. 

W.F. 

34. — Between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  the  Parish  of 
Southill  was  inclosed,  and  for  spiritual  purposes 
consolidated  with  that  of  Warden,  when  a  new 
Assessment  was  made  by  two  Commissioners, 
which  continues  to  be  acted  upon. 

34.— The  same.                                       W.  F. 

36. — Both  the  Overseers  usually,  and  the  Assistant 
Overseer  always,  attend.  The  Assistant  Over- 
seer, acting  for  both  Parishes,  states  that  he 
conceives  a  Rate  to  be  necessary,  and  the  Over- 
seers and  Persons  assembled  in  Vestry  decide 
for  or  against  his  suesestions. 

35.— At  Vestry.                                    W.  F. 

Great  improvement  in  the  management  of  these  two  Parishes  has  taken  place,  since 
the  appointment  of  the  permanent  Assistant  Overseer. 

I  beg  to  add  as  a  suggestion,  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable,  where  practicable, 
to  appoint  throughout  the  country,  permanent  Assistant  Surveyors  of  the  highways,  and 
•to  vest  the  two  offices  in  the  same  person,  in  the  respective  Parishes. 


36. — I  think  diminishing;  but  not  from  any  cause 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 


37. — Not  diminishing. 


36.— 


37. — On  the  whole  increasing ;  owing  to  the  late  ar- 
rangements of  letting  out  land  for  gardens. 

C.  L.  H. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Bedford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  E  S  T  0  N  I  N  G.  (3) 

W  I  L  L  I  N  G  T  0  N.  (3) 

Thomas  Pearse, 

Vicar. 

Philip  Hunt,  LL.  n.  Vicar. 
Thos.  2'xvitcheil,  Cimrch warden. 

28, — A  Labour  Rate  has  been  agreed  upon,  with  a  view 
to  the  better  employment  of  the  Labourers,  ac- 
cording to  the  acreage  rent. 

28. — The  Labourers  and  Lads  are  apportioned  ac- 
cording to  the  rent. 

29. — Yes ;  before  the  Labour  Rate  was  agreed  upon, 
the  wages  of  a  married  man  varied  from  95.  to  12^.; 
the  higliest  wages  of  a  single  man  9  s.,  commonly 
not  more  than  6  f .  A ccording  to  a  plan  lately  agreed 

29. — A  little  difference  if  employed  by  the  day  ;  but 

none  at  task-work  ;  but  both  task  or  piece-work  is  given  ia 
preference  to  married  family  men.  At  day-work,  married  men 
have  los.  a  week;  single,  from  8s.  to  gs. 

30. — 14s.  15s.  16s.  in  the£. 
at  about  1  of  the  rent. 

propose  paying  to  a  single 
man  of  21  years,  and  upwards, 
9  * . ;  between  1 8  years  and  2 1 , 
7  5.;  between  15  and  18,  5*.; 
and  so  on. 

30.— 4s. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

32. — No.  The  Overseer  is  commonly  one  01  the  farmers, 
who  is  too  much  occupied  with  his  own  affairs  to  be 
able  to  pay  proper  attention  to  the  duties  of  an  Overseer. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  no  Assistant  Overseer, 

83. — Two  Overseers  are  chosen  in  each  year,  one  of 
whom  acts  at  a  time  for  half  a  year.    It  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  acting  Overseer  to  make 
out  and  apply  the  Rate,  but  both  the  Overseers 
and  both  the  Churchwardens  usually  sign  it. 

33. — No  question  as  to  "  how  much  money"  will  be 

wanted,  is  ever  started ;  but  as  soon  as  the  acting  Overseer  wants 
money,  he  calls  a  Vestry,  and  gets  their  sanction  to  a  1  s.  Rate. 
The  Receipts  and  E.\penditure  are  verified  at  Easter.    The  pa- 
rishioners do  not  much  interfere  in  granting  Rates  ;  it  is  usually 
left  to  the  Overseers,                                            P.  H. 
The  Overseer  applies  for  a  Rate,  which  is  granted  by  a  majority  of  Rate- 
payers ;  generally  a  1  s.  Rate  on  |  the  rental.               Wm.  hrimley. 

34w— -The  decision  is  sometimes  arbitrary  and  uncertain 
as  to  the  sum  paid,  and  as  to  the  person 
deciding. 

34. — The  Vestry  nominally  decides,  but  it  is  usual  to 

rate  by  an  old  Assessment  or  "  Quality-price."  On  sub-dividing 
farms,  or  building  houses  or  shops,  the  Vestry  assesses.  TheOccu- 
pier  acquiesces  or  appeals  to  a  Vestry-mec-ting,  whose  decision  is 
usually  final ;  as  the  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions  is  so  heavy,  as  to 
be  seldom  resorted  to  by  an  individual.                      P.  H. 

The  Parish  all  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  amount 
of  Rates  was  set  by  his  Grace's  Steward,  at  a  fair  Quality, 
price.                                                       Wm.  Brimley. 

35. — Legal  Vestries  have  been  seldom  called  in  this 
Parish  :  legal,  I  mean,  as  to  notice  and  place  of 
meeting. 

35. — The  Overseer  calls  a  Vestry  to  grant  him  a  Rate, 
which  is  done.  The  average  number  and  occur- 
rence of  Rates  are  so  well  known,  that  attention 
would  be  excited  at  any  great  alteration.  The 
Overseers  may  be  said  to  settle  the  number  of 
Rates,  and  the  Inhabitants  in  Vestry,  to  assess 
the  new  occupations.                       P.  H. 

We  have  no  Select  Vestry.  The  parish  business 
is  settled  by  a  majority  of  Rate-payers. 

l¥m.  Brimley. 

36. — Diminishing ;  supposed  to  be  mainly  owing  to 
the   mal-admiuistration  of  the  Poor  Laws : 
partly  owing  to  the  uninclosed  state  of  the 
Parish,  which  prevents  many  agricultural  im- 
provements from  bfeing  introduced. 

36. — Diminishing  generally.  One  of  the  causes  is  the 
increasing  number  of  applications  from  the  la- 
bouring classes,  for  relief  from  the  Poor  Rates, 
levied  on  land  exclusively  in  agricultural  parishes. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  labourers  in  this  parish  is  sup- 
posed to  be  greatly  diminishing.    For  many  years  they  have, 
unfortunately,  not  been  able  to  obtain  regular  employment,  but 
Lave  been  thrown  on  the  Parish  during  a  great  part  of  the  year, 
during  Hbich  they  were  required  to  do  very  little  or  no  work  for 
the  Parish  ;  persons  out  of  employ  were  all  sent  to  the  gravel- 
pit  (commonly),  men  and  boys,  of  various  ages  and  characters ; 
the  evil  consequence  of  which  is  obvious.    Poaching  and  drunk- 
enness have  increased  very  much  during  the  last  few  years;  and 
these  habits  have  greatly  tended  to  make  the  Labourers  worse 
workmen,  and  to  lead  them  to  the  commission  of  other  offences. 

37. — In  this  parish,  owing  to  the  Labourers  being  con- 
tinually employed  by  the  Farmers,  we  find  them  as  industrious  as 
formerly,  and  as  good  workmen.  But  in  other  parishes,  where 
young  able-bodied  men  are  much  employed  at  the  gravel-pits, 
or  on  the  roads,  or  as  roundsmen,  they  have  become  considerably 
worse  labourers  than  Ibrmerly  ;  for  in  such  employment  they 
receive  ihe  mininmm  of  wages,  or  rather  mere  support,  and 
they  become  lazy,  dissatisfied  and  mischievous. 

P.L.(b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  BERKS — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  I  N  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 

1   

B  0  X  F  0  R  D.  (1) 

James  Randall, 

Rector. 

John  Wells, 

Rector.  ' 

28. — No  such  apportionment  takes  place. 

28. — Some  attempt  at  such  apportionment  has  been 
made,  and  with  success. 

29.— No ;  the  only  distinction  is  as  to  their  ability  as 
Labourers. 

29. — There  is  a  difference  of  about  15.  Gd.  a  week,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  such  single  men  as  are  very 
expert  Labourers. 

30. — 55.  on  2-thirds  of  the  rack-rent.  | 

30. — 3  s.  6  d.  or  3-fourths  of  the  actual  rent. 

"       '  ■  ■  ■  1 
31. — Neither  increased  nor  diminished. 

31. — Increased  4c?.  in  the  pound. 

82. — No  Select  Vestry.  An  Assistant  Overseer  first 
appointed  at  Easter  1831. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  for  the  last  ten  years ; 
certainly  with  good  effect. 

33. — The  Vestry.  At  their  first  meeting  in  the  year, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor,  they  agree  to  ^  rate  of  2*.  in  the  pound. 
When  that  is  expended  there  is  a  second  meeting, 
and  a  second  2  s.  rate  is  ajjreed  to  ;  and  afterwards, 
if  necessary,  which  is  not  always  the  case,  a  third 
meeting  and  a  i  s.  Rate. 

33. — The  money  is  raised  by  rates  at  Is.  in  the  pound, 
and  when  the  proceeds  of  one  Rate  is  exhausted,  an- 
other is  collected.  Before  each  Rate  is  made,  notice 
is  given  in  the  Church  that  a  meeting  will  be  held  to 
make  a  Rate  ;  but  as  each  Occupier  is  well  aware  of 
his  portion  of  the  Rate,  it  rarely  happens  that  any  attend, 
and  the  making  of  the  Rate  is  left  to  the  Overseers. 

34.— Ever  since  1817,  when  the  Parish  was  surveyed 
for  the  purposes  of  an  Inclosure  Act,  the  rating 
has  been  upon  two-thirds  of  the  annual  value, 
according  to  the  survey  then  made. 

34. — A  valuation  of  this  Parish  was  made  about  16  years 
ago  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Inclosure, 
which  then  took  place,  and  the  Poor  Rate  is 
assessed  according  to  it. 

35. — The  Overseers  take  no  part,  otherwise  than  as 
members  of  the  vestry,  which  is  a  general  one. 
There  is  no  Select  Vestry  in  the  parish. 

35. — There  is  an  annual  Vestry  Meeting  held  at  Lady- 
day,  at  which  the  majority  of  the  Occupiers  at- 
tend, when  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year  are 
inspected  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  matters,  ad- 
verted to  above,  discussed  and  decided  on  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

36.— It  is  supposed  to  be  diminishing ;  but  as  the  Poor 
Rates  are  not  heavy,  nor  upon  the  increase,  I 
should  not  attribute  such  diminution  to  any 
cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — Perhaps  rather  increasing ;  but  I  do  not  attribute 
this  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — They  are  supposed  to  be  worse  workmen. 

37. — They  are  full  as  good  Labourers,  and  industrious 
as  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


B  R  A  D  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 


Thomas  Stevens,  Churchwarden. 
(JVilliam  Guelder,  i^ssistant  Overseer,  Queries  33,  34,  35.) 

28. — No  such  plan  is  in  operation  now.    It  has  been  often  tried  to  allot  the  Labourers  according  to  the  Poor 
Rate,  but  the  Occupiers  would  never  agree  together  long  enough  to  do  any  good. 


29. — Yes.  A  single  man  will  take  enough  to  support  him  if  he  cannot  get  more  ;  but  the  married  must  be  paid 
enough  to  support  his  family  if  employed  at  all.  Generally  there  is  a  difference.  It  arises  fr(jm  the 
market  for  labour  being  over-supplied  {i.  e.  in  proportion  to  the  agricultural  capital  employed.  We  have 
not  enough  Labourers  if  our  land  were  cultivated  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  am  confident  this  Parish  is  capa- 

ble  of  producing  one-third  more  corn.)  The  married  men  must 
be  paid  enough  to  support  their  families,  either  by  their  employer 
or  by  the  Parish ;  the  single  man  only  enough  to  support  him- 
self if  on  the  Parish  ;  therefore  he  is  always  ready  to  take  an  offer 
from  the  Farmer  if  that  offer  is  better  than  the  Parish :  of  course 
he  can  in  this  way  undersell  the  married  man. 


30. — About  8  s.  at  about  3-fourths  value. 


31. — Slightly  diminished. 


32, — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  not  a  Select  Vestry, 
the  effect. 


The  Overseer  has  not  been  tiied  long  enough  to  know 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  agree  to  make  a  new  Rate  as  soon  as  the  last  Rate  is  expended,  or 
nearly  so.    A  meeting  is  held  to  pay  the  Poor  every  fortnight,  in  the  Vestry,  at  which  all  Rate-payers  are 
requested  to  attend.    Nearly  every  case  of  relief,  except  the  commonest  and  most  urgent,  is  brought  before 
this  meeting,  so  that  the  Rate-payers,  as  well  as  Overseers,  may  see  to  the  distribution  of  relief. 
The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  W.  G. 


34. — The  Assessment  is  supposed  to  be  made  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers ;  but  in  most  cases,  the 
Parish  in  Vestry  agrees  to  appoint  one  or  more  Surveyors  to  value  the  whole  Parish,  and  then  an  Assessment 
is  made  out  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  upon  their  valuation,  at  whatever  proportionis  agreed  to  by  the 
Vestry,  i.  e-  either  full  value,  or  J  or  f ,  &c.  I  believe  the  Assessment  is  made  generally  low,  to  avoid,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  County  Rate. 

A  valuation  of  the  property  rateable  in  the  Township  has  been  made  by  a  regular  valuer,  and  an  equal  assessment 
upon  such  valuation  is  made  on  the  respective  occupiers  by  the  Assistant  Overseer  (under  the  direction  of  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers)  when  found  necessary. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  bring  every  subject  of  consequence  before  the  General  Meeting,  and 
then  the  questions  are  decided  by  the  majority.    We  have  lately  engaged  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the 
plan  promises  to  be  very  advantageous. 
We  have  no  interference  of  the  Vestry.    A  majority  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide.      W.  G. 


36. — Diminishing  certainly.    Yes,  a  little  perhaps.    The  Poor  Rates,  in  common  with  many  other  burthens,  press 
most  heavily  on  the  land.    They  are  certainly  increased  by  their  late  administration. 


37. — Decidedly  diminishing :  the  Labourers  are  worse  workmen.    This  evil  is  being  greatly  increased  by  the 
most  demoralizing  effects  of  the  beer-shops. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


BRAY.  (1) 

Walter  Levett,  Vicar;  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Shakel,  Churchwarden,  Mr.  Hornan,  Vestry  Clerk, 
and  Charles  Saxuyer,  Esq.  diaries  Sawyer,  J.  P. 

28. — No  such  apportionment.    It  has  been  found  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  number  of  separate  interests 

W.L. 


29.— No. 

C.  S.      W.  L. 

30. — 4  s.    Land  rated  at  from  1  to  | 

rack-rent ;  the  houses  not  exceeding  |. 

W.  L. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

W.L. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  and  an 

Assistant  Overseer :  the  effect  has  been  good. 

W.L. 

33.  — When  money  is  w^anted  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  the  Parish  Officers  state  it  at  the  Select  Vestry ;  an 

order  is  then  given  for  calling'a  General  Vestry,  by  notice  in  the  Church.  When  it  is  assembled,  the 
Parish  Officers  propose  the  Rate  (generally  of  Is.  in  the  pound),  and  on  the  approbation  of  the  Vestry, 
the  Rate  is  made.  C.  S. 

The  Public  'Vestry.    The  Overseers  inform  the  Select  Vestry  when  they  have  no  money  in  hand,  and 
a  Public  Vestry  is  then  called  for  making  a  Rate.  W.  L. 

34.  — In  the  parish  of  Bray,  the  amount  of  Rate  charged  to  each  Occupier  of  Lands,  &c.  &c.  is  according  to 

a  Survey  and  Valuation  of  the  Parish,  made  about  the  year  1821.  If  any  alteration  is  required,  it  is 
considered  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Parish  Officers  to  make  a  new  Assessment.  C.  S. 

The  Public  Vestry,  called  as  before  mentioned,  make  such  alterations  as  they  think  fit.    The  Rates  of  the 
Cottages,  though  inserted  in  the  general  amount,  are  in  many  cases  not  enforced.  W.  L. 


35. — If  any  case  require  consideration,  the  Parish  Officers  submit  it  to  the  Vestry,  and  take  the  opinions  of 
those  who  are  present,  according  to  the  directions  of  Acts  of  Parliament  on  these  subjects.  But  this  is  done  for 
their  own  convenience,  as  we  consider  that  by  law,  the  Parish  Officers  are  to  make  and  collect  the  Rates, 
and  the  Vestry  only  assists  in  the  distribution  of  relief,  and  in  the  investigation  of  matters  which  come  under 
its  cognizance.  C.  S. 

The  Overseer  states  when  he  has  no  money,  and  the  Select  Vestry  then  calls  a  Public  one.  The  Public  Vestries  are 
in  general  not  so  well  attended  as  the  Select,  and  consist  almost  entirely  of  the  large  Payers  and  the  Overseers  for 
the  time  being.  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  secure  such  a  Select  Vestry  as  I  think  necessary  for  a  Parish  of  the 
extent  of  this.  The  resident  Gentry  will  not  act,  as  I  conceive,  because  their  property  is  not  of  sufficient  value  to 
to  give  them  any  power.  The  power  really  exisfs  here  in  the  large  Farmers,  who  are,  however,  very  respectable. 
The  tradespeople  are  too  much  engaged  to  act,  and  are  generally  opposed  to  the  Farmers.'  Many  respectable 
Farmers  have  declined  attending  since  the  Winter  of  1830,  in  consequence  of  the  odium  incurred.  I  am  also 
myself,  though  a  constant,  a  most  unwilling  attendant,  and  wish  that  the  law,  instead  of  making  me  Chairman, 

absolutely  prohibited  my  attendance,  except  at  meetings 


36. — Diminishing ;  owing  to  the  Country  Banks  having 
ceased  to  lend  money  to  the  Farmers.   I  do  not 


connected  with  the  Church.  W .  L. 


know  that  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  has  affected  the  agricultural  capital  in  this  Parish. 

c.  s. 


37.— Diminishing ;  particularly  in  those  branches  where  ingenuity  is  required.    There  are  fewer  men  that  can 
thatch  a  rick  well.  C.  S. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


13c 


County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BURGHFIELD. 

Henry  Curtis  Cherry, 

Rector  and  J.  P. 


(1) 


28.— The  plan  of  apportioning  labour  has  never  been 
adopted,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  one  obstinate 
Farmer. 


29 —A  great  distinction  is  made  ;  the  single  men  gene- 
rally receive  much  less. 


30 —8  s.  at  about  2-thirds  Rack  Rent. 


31. — Increased  Is. 


32.  No  Select  Vestry  ;  an  Assistant  Overseer,  with  a 

salary  of  £.30  per  annum. 


33,  In  a  Parish  like  mine,  where  things  have  been 

confessedly  for  so  many  years  under  the  sole  management  of  an 
uneducated  Farmer,  merely  because  he  was  the  largest  occupier 
of  land,  who  chose  what  office  he  would  fill,  who  appointed  whom 
he  liked,  who  increased  or  decreased  the  Assessment  of  any 
whom  he  wished  to  annoy  or  favour,  who  raised  or  lowered  the 
rate  of  wages,  and  who,  in  short,  was  himself  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal, generally  without  redress,  because  all  he  had  to  deal  with 
'  were  so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to  ap- 

peal to  the  Sessions,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  state  who  has  decided 
what  money  shall  be  raised  in  each 
year.  The  law  vests  the  power  of 
making  a  Rate  in  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers,  or  the 
majorpart  of  them ;  for  the  consent 
of  two  Justices  is  only  ministerial. 


34.- 


-The  amount  of  what 
each  Rate-payer  has 
to  pay  does  not  appear 
to  be  regulated  in  any 
fixed  proportion,  either 
of  rack-rental  or  other- 
wise. The  consequence 
is,  great  inequality  and  injustice.    The  "  Who  de- 
cides?" in  both  queries  may 
well  be  answered,  Nomi- 
nally the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers  in  Vestry 
assembled ;  but,  actually, 
the  most  considerable,  and 
therefore  most  influential, 
Payer  and  Occupier  in  the 
Parish. 


3.5. — The  Vestry  is  seldom, 
if  ever  (unless 'called 
for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, as  lately  for  a 
Labour  Rate)  attend- 
ed by  more  than  two 
or  three  inhabitants 
who  are  not  Parish 
Officers ;  consequently  the  Overseers  do  pretty 
much  as  they  like,  being  Rate-leviers  as  well  as 
Payers. 


36. — Diminishing  much.  I  attribute  this  to  paying  the 
Labourers  from  the  Rates  in  aid  of  wages,  to  the 
payment  by  the  Parish  of  cottage  rents,  and  re- 
lieving Paupers  bona  fide  parishioners,  but  re- 
siding elsewhere  than  in  their  Parishes  ;  to  these 
several  causes  conjointly,  but  more  particularly 
to  the  great  consequent  increase  of  Poor  Rates, 


COLESHILL. 
Lord  Radnor. 


(1) 


28.— 


29.— No. 


30. 


31. 


32.— 


33.  — Such  question  is  never  decided.    There  is  never 

any  estimate  made  of  what  may  be  wanted,  or  of 
what  shall  be  raised  in  any  year,  or  any  other  pe- 
riod. When  the  Overseer  wants  money,  he  makes 
a  Rate,  which  he  carries  to  the  Petty  Sessions  of  the 
Division,  where  it  is  allowed  by  two  Justices ;  he 
then  has  notice  given  in  the  Parish  Church  after 
service,  that  a  rate  will  be 

34.  — This  IS  decided  by    collected  on  such  a  day,  and 

collects  accordingly.  This  is, 
I  believe,  the  usual  practice 
in  agricultural  Parishes. 


-This  is  decided  by 
the  original  valuation. 
The  valuation  is  ge- 
nerally made  by  some 
Surveyor  or  person 


supposed  to  be  competent  to  put  a  value  on  all  rate- 
able property ;  and  then  i  s.  in  the  pound,  or  Qd.  or 
grf.,  is  raised  each  time  money  is  wanted,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  Parish, 
or  the  wants  of  the  Overseer. 
In  many  cases  the  valuations 
are  very  old.  In  this  Parish 
it  is  so,  but  has  been  altered 
at  times  amongst  ourselves 
without  a  fresh  valuation. 


35. — Tliere  is  a  Vestry  held 
on  the  first  Sunday 
in  each  month  ;  and  if 
at  that  time  the  Over- 
seer wants,  or  is  likely 
soon  to  want,  a  Rate, 
hegenerally  mentions 
it,  but  it  is  agreed  to  as  a  matter  of  course ;  and 
there  would  be  no  dissatisfaction  if  it  were  not 
named.  Our  Parish  is  small ;  the  chief  of  the  pro- 
perty is  mine,  and  all  the  Occupiers  of  land  and 
Rate-paj'ers  are  on  good  terms  with  each  other  and 
with  me. 


36. — I  believe  diminishing  ;  but  not  owing  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Decidedly  diminishing;  and  so  it  will  continue  to 
be  as  long  as  the  Gravel-pit  System  is  resorted 
to. 


37. — I  think  the  Labourers  are  certainly  growing  worse, 
both  in  moral  and  physical  qualities. 


P.L.(ii.)— Part  IIL 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  0  0  K  H  A  M.  (3) 

DRAYTON.  (1) 

Thomas  Whately, 

Vicar. 

Caudwell,  Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 
fV.  Lyford,  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  the  Rent ;  the  remain- 
der as  Roundsmen,  or  employed  on  the  Roads. 

29. — None. 

29. — ^The  good  Labourers  that  are  single,  are  paid  as 
much  as  the  married  men  that  are  idle  and  dis- 
solute, 5  s.  per  week.  The  single  are  not  paid 
so  much  as  the  married  generally. 

30. — Is.  6d.  per  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 4  s.  at  a  valuation  lately  made. 

31. — Neither. 

31. — Increased. 

32  Wp  have  both  •  the  effect  of  which  has  been  verv 

beneficial,  both  to  the  Rate-payer  and  to  the 
Poor. 

32. — No. 

33. — ^The  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  apply  to  the  Magistrates,  at  their 
Petty  Sessions,  and  state  what  money  will  be 
required  for  the  year,  and  it  is  determined  by 
them.                                           W.  C. 

34. — ^The  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

34. — The  Overseers  call  a  Vestry,  and  all  Rate-payers 
who  choose  to  attend,  decide.             W.  C. 

35. — The  Overseers  nominally  make  the  Rate;  but  in 
fact  the  rate  is  regulated  by  a  valuation  of  the 
Jrarisn,  wnicn  look  piace  Bumewiicic  ciuuul  mc 
year  1799.    The  Select  Vestry  decide  that  each 
Rate  should  be  made  at  6c?.  in  the  pound. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  always  decide  that 
each  shall  pay  according  to  what  his  property 

-iO       dooC&oCvl.     CLLy      CLXIKX      XX      ally       LXXXXXAk       LXXC^XXXO\jX  V  CO 

aggrieved,  they  give  notice  of  appeal,  and  then 
it  is  decided  by  the  Magistrates  at  their  Petty 
Sessions.                                     W.  C. 

36. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  general  de- 
pression on  agricultural  produce,  but  not  con- 
nected with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing  greatly ;  we  attribute  it  to  the  Poor 
Laws,  and  a  superabundance  of  Labourers. 
Since  1820,  the  Poor  Rates  have  advanced  in 
our  Parish,  from  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound,  to  4s., 
although  the  price  of  Bread  in  1820,  was  ls,8d. 
half-peck,  and  in  1832,  ls.6d.  ditto. 

37. — Increasing.    Labourers  are  better  workmen  than 
formerly. 

37. — Diminishing.  When  complaint  is  made,  the  an- 
swer is,  "  You  may  send  us  away for  they 
know  the  Overseer  must  pay  them. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  FARINGDON.  (3) 

EAST  HENDRED.  (i) 

Li.  TV.  Crowdy, 

Deputy  Visitor. 

MO.  il  O. 

John  Crapper,  Assistant  Oversoet. 
Charles  Eyston,  J.  P. 

28. — According  to  occupation.                      /.  C. 

29.  There  is  a  distinction  of  about  2  s.  per  week  in  fa- 
vour of  the  married  man. 

29. — Yes,  when  employed  by  the  Parish.         J.  C. 
Little  difference  when  in  regular  employment. 
When  employed  by  the  Parish,  more  is  given 
to  the  married.                                 C.  E. 

30. — 7  s.  in  the  pound  at  two-thirds  of  the  rental. 

30. — 12  s.  per  pound,  at  two-thirds  of  Rack  Rent. 

J.  C. 

31. — Diminished  by  £.600,  owing  to  the  contract. 

31. — Increased.                                         J.  C. 

32. — The  Parish  is  governed  by  a  Visitor  and  Guar- 
dians, under  the  Act  of  22d  Geo.  3,  commonly 
called  GHbert's  Act. 

32, — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

J.  a 

33.— 

33. — The  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled.  The  Rates 
are  made  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  requires. 

J.  a 

34.— 

34. — The  Vestrv  :  in  makinp"  a  Rate  arcordino"  tnpnpli 
person's  assessment.                         J.  C. 

35.— 

36. — Both  Overseers  and  Vestry  generally.     J.  C. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing,  and  in  a  great  measure  to 
be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates. 

36. — Rent,  Tithes  and  Taxes  have  decreased  ;  but  Poor 
Rates  have  increased,  and  neutralized  the  good 
effects  of  the  diminution  of  the  former. 

C.E. 

37. — Increasing  since  the  contract  for  farming  the  Pa- 
rish took  place,  but  was  diminishing  before  it. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing,                 C.  JE. 

I 


16  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HURLEY.  (1) 

K  I  N  T  B  U  R  Y  (3) 

E.  G.  C.  East, 

J.  P.  &  Churchwaraen. 

G.  H.  Cherry, 

J.  P. 

28. — We  have  adopted  a  plan  of  taking  surplus  La- 
bourers in  W^inter,  according  to  acreag'e,  on 
their  application  for  relief. 

28. — Not  apportioned  in  any  mode. 

29.— None  j  ^specially  if  hired  by  the  week. 

29. — Still  a  difference  in  some  places,  but  not  so  great 
as  it  was,  nor  so  frequent.  In  general  no  dis- 
tinction when  employed  by  individuals. 

30, — 2,s.  in  the  pound,  at  one-fifth  more  than  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 6  s.  3  d.  per  pound,  upon  a  valuation  made  ia 
1820. 

31. — Increased  ;  but  the  maintenance  of  the  Poor  has 
not  been  so  expensive  as  three  years  ago. 

31.— Increased  Is. 

32, — Yes;  attended  with  benencialettects,  as  the  circum- 
stances of  an  applicant  for  relief  have  been  more 
weighed,  and  they  are  more  reluctant  to  apply. 

32. — JNooeiect  Vestry  ;  but  the  Jransh  has  been  incor- 
porated under  the  22d  Geo.  3.  c.  83,  and  has 
an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33.__When  the  permanent  Overseer  has  reason  to  think 
that  money  will  be  required,  he  advertizes  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Parishioners,  who,  on  examination  of  the 
accounts,  decide  on  the  necessity  of  a  Rate.  In 
this  Parish,  a  Shilling  Rate  is  generally  imposed 
twice  in  the  year,  out  of  which,  County  Rate  and 
Gaol  Money  are  paid. 

33. — Kintbury  is  under  the  22d  Geo.  3.  c.  83.  The 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers  levy  the  Rates; 
the  Overseers  collect ;  the  Guardians  disburse  ; 
the  Visitor  examines  and  audits  the  payment 
monthly.  The  sum  raised  in  each  year  is  de- 
termined  by  the  expenditure. 

34. — When  a  Rate  is  imposed,  it  is  levied  as  required 
from  the  Rate-payers,  according  to  the  valuation 
of  their  Rental  in  the  Overseers'  Book.  The 
whole  land  in  this  Parish  is  rated  considerably 
higher  than  the  Rack  Rent. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  deter- 
mined by  the  proportion  his  rateable  property 
bears  to  the  general  assessment  of  the  Parish. 
The  Parish  was  surveyed  and  valued  in  1822. 

35. — The  pennanent  Overseer,  who  keeps  the  accounts, 
gives  notice  that  a  Rate  is  required,  the  necessity 
for  which  is  decided  by  a  General  Vestry. 
Though  the  Overseer  has  the  purse  and  distri- 
butes the  money,  he  does  it,  subject  lo  the 
control  and  decision  of  a  Select  Vestry,  which 
meets  once  a  fortnight  at  the  Poor-house ;  and 
he  has  not  power  to  alter  or  amend  the  orders, 
except  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  and  occa- 
sional pressing  calls  for  relief. 

35. — The  Vestry  take  no  part  in  any  of  these  matters. 
The  Overseers  are  mere  collectors.  The  relief 
of  the  Poor  and  the  Parish  expenditure  are 
under  the  care  of  the  Guardians  and  Visitor. 

36. — Diminishing ;  but  this  cannot  fairly  be  attributed 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  except 
in  such  Parishes  as  are  heavily  burthened  with 
Rates. 

36. — Diminishing.    I  have  no  reason  to  attribute  this 
to  the  Poor  Laws,  or  the  administration  of 
them. 

37.--Supposed  to  be  diminishing.    The  Labourers  do 
not  take  so  much  pains  as  formerly  to  please 
their  employers.     Under  this  head  may  be 
mentioned  the  evil  effects  of  the  beer  shops; 
the  Labourers  find  them  pleasanter  than  doing 
nothing  at  home.    Those  who  have  good-sized 
Gardens  and  neat  Cottages  arc  seldom  found 
there. 

37. — Diminishing. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


L  A  M  B  O  U  R  N  E.  (3) 

Henry  Ilipjnslei/, 

Lamborne  Place. 


28.  No  reo-ular  apportionment,  but  it  has  been  occasionally  attempted  without  success,  there  bein<r  no  power  to 

compel  occupiers  to  receive  Labourers.  To  regulate  the  proportion  according  to  the  acreage  or  rent  would  be  unfair, 
some  occupiers  having  a  great  deal  of  poor  land,  some  paying  higher  rent,  and  working  more  horses  than  tlicir  neighbours. 


29,  The  general  rate  of  wages  is  the  same  now.  The  general  rate  9s.    Last  year,  10s.  to  married  men,  and  8s. 


to  single  men 


30.  — Is.  in  the  pound,  at  a  valuation  of  four-fifths.    Eight  rates  were  paid  for  the  year  ending  Easter  1832. 

31.  — Increasing. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry.    This  Parish,  which  consists  of  six  tithings,  is  under  the  22  Geo.  3.    The  Governor  of 

the  Workhouse,  under  a  Visitor  and  Guardians,  with  the  assistance  of  a  Vestry  Clerk  and  four  regular 
Overseers,  transact  all  the  business.  

33.  — The  Visitor  and  four  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  under  the  provisions  of  the  22  Geo.  3. 

N.  B. — A  Vestry  is  called  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  Rate,  whicli  is 
signed  bv  them  before  it  is  presented  to  the  Magistrates  for  their  approbation  and  signature ;  but  the 
Visitor  and  Guardians  are  the  officers  who  propose  the  Rate  and  its  amount ;  and  this  they  do  at  such 
times  and  so  often  as  they  see  fit ;  probably  once  in  about  six  weeks. 


34. — The  Visitor  and  Guardians,  not  discretionally,  but  on  the  scale  of  the  assessment  of  each  Rate-payer  to  the 
Poor's  Rate,  which  regulates  the  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer. 


35. — Although  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  ministerially  take  a  part  in  these  matters,  by  calling  the  Vestry, 
signing  the  Rate,  and  perhaps  even  by  their  counsel  and  advice,  yet  the  decision  rests  in  the  Visitor  aiid 
Guardians,  whose  measures,  however,  are  usually  guided  by  the  statements  made  to  them  by  the  Governor 
of  the  Poor,  vvho,  like  a  standing  Overseer,  is  the  regular  agent  in  Parish  matters. 


86. — Certainly  decreasing.    I  attribute  this  to  several  causes,  many  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws.    The  rates 
for  the  Poor  are  so  heavy,  that  the  profits  of  the  Farmer  are  severely  taxed  by  them. 


37. — Decreasing.  In  task-work;  upon  advantageous  terms,  not  otherwise,  they  work  hard,  but  these  extta 
earnings  are  generally  spent  at  the  beer  houses.  The  allotment  of  land  appears  to  encourage  industrious 
habits,  and  will  probably  make  better  workmen.  Few  of  the  young  Labourers  are,  either  in  understanding, 
or  execution,  or  industry,  equal  to  the  older. 


P.  L.  (b.)-Part  in. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

LETCOMBE   REGIS.  (l) 

28.— 

Tho'  Goodlake,  J.  P. 

29.— 

■The  Farmers  most  employ  the  married  men  at  9  s.  a  week,  and  the  few  unmarried  ones  employed  by  them 
receive  from  6s.  to  7s.  per  week.  Men  employed  by  the  Parish  in  the  Winter  on  the  roads  and  in  the 
giavel-pits  receive  a  bare  subsistence  ;  the  married  ones  about  6s.  and  14(Z.  or  18c?.  for  each  child;  and 
the  single  ones,  though  able  and  willing  to  do  double  the  work  of  a  married  man,  4s.  or  4s.  6d. 

SC- 

SI.— 

32.— 

33. — The  Parish  officers,  and  other  Rate-payers  in  the  Parish,  agree  to  have  a  shilling  in  the  pound  Rate  made, 
when  the  former  one  is  nearly  collected  and  expended,  so  that  from  time  to  time  the  Acting  Overseer 
may  have  supplies  to  meet  the  current  demands  on  the  Parish. 


34.  — Each  Rate-payer  pays  in  proportion  to  the  rest,  according  to  the  annual  value  he  occupies.    When  the 

Parish  was  allotted  and  inclosed  by  virtue  of  a  private  Act  of  Parliament,  about  the  year  1804,  a  rate  was 
made  by  the  Commissioners  named  in  the  Act,  according  to  the  average  value  of  each  farm  and  house, 
so  that  all  should  pay  in  equal  proportion  to  each  other.  It  was  made  on  three-fourths  of  the  actual 
value  of  the  land  at  that  time,  and  it  happened  to  be  during  the  high  prices  of  agricultural  produce ;  and 
the  same  Rate  has  continued  ever  since,  though  some  of  the  lands  have  improved,  and  others  have 
deteriorated,  in  value ;  namely,  the  Down  Lands,  which  were  broken  up  at  that  time.  Each  Rate  still 
continues  to  be  a  copy  of  the  foniier  one  so  made  by  the  Commissioners.  

35.  — In  this  small  Parish  there  are  very  few  Vestries  held ;  certainly  not  more  than  are  required  by  Act  of  Par- 

liament for  the  nominating  of  Parish  Officers,  and  passing  the  Overseers'  and  Churchwardens'  accounts ; 
so  that,  for  the  most  part,  when  a  Rate  is  required,  the  Parish  officers  communicate  with  each  other,  and 
sign  a  new  rate,  which  the  Overseer  for  the  time  being  takes  for  signature  of  the  Magistrates  at  their  Petty 
Sessions ;  which  done,  he  has  it  published  in  the  Church  the  following  Sunday,  after  which  the  Rate  is 
collected  as  it  is  required  to  be  expended  ;  so  that  neither  the  Vestry  nor  Parish  Officers  interfere  in  it 
in  any  particular  manner  or  degree. 


36. — Diminishing.  Many  object  to  rent  Farms  in  Parishes  burdened  with  Poor,  partly  from  the  trouble  it  occa- 
sions them  as  Parish  officers,  and  mostly  from  the  increase  of  Poor's  Rate.  The  Rates  are  much  increased 
since  it  has  become  the  fashion  to  legislate  so  much  respecting  the  comforts  of  prisoners. 


37.—  Diminished  ;  but  I  do  not  consider  them  worse  workmen. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


I9c 


County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LETCOMBE  REGIS. 

LONG  WITTENHAM.  (2) 

James  Clulterbuck, 

Vicar. 

28. — The  Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — There  is  a  difFerence  made  by  some  employers  j 
and  married  Men,  when  employed  by  the  Parish 
on  the  roads,  are  paid  according  to  their 
famihes. 

30.  —4  s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — We  nave  not  a  belect  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  make  a  Rate 
at  their  own  discretion,  and  as  may  seem  to 
them  necessary. 

34. — The  custom  is  to  make  an  assessment  of  8tf.  or  1  s. 
in  the  pound  on  each  Rate-payer.  The  assess- 
ment is  entirely  confined  to  the  land  in  the 
Parish,  which  was  valued  by  the  Commissioners 
at  the  time  of  an  Inclosure,  about  20  years  ago. 
This  valuation,  after  having  been  reduced  25  per 
cent.,  decides  at  this  time,  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  each  Rate-payer. 

■ 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  do  nothing 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Vestry.  The  chief 
occupiers,  five  in  number,  usually  fill  the  parish 
offices. 

36. — Diminishing ;  in  some  measure  to  be  attributed 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  Labourers  have  the  character  of  worse  work- 
men. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


MILTON. 


Thomas  Robinson,  Rector.  Thomas  Bouoles,  J.  P. 

R.  H.  Betteridge,  Overseer. 

28, — Formerly  apportioned  according  to  the  Poor  Rate,  but  not  now.  J2.  11.  B. 


29. — Wages  are  rather  in  favour  of  a  married  man ;  the  difference  is  from  1  s.  to  1  s.  6  d.  T.  R. 

The  married  men  are  paid  partly  by  the  Parish  if  they  have  families.    Wages  of  single  men  vary  from 

5s.  to  95.  per  week.  T.  B. 

More  wages  to  married  than  single  men.  R.  H.  B. 


30.— 4  s.  4  c?. 

R.  H.  B. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

R.  H.  B. 

32. — Yes ;  and  with  good  effect. 

R.  H.  B. 

33. — The  decision  I'ests  entirely  with  the  Overseers.  T.  B. 

The  Rates  are  deteraiined  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  and  are  confirmed  by  the  Magistrates ; 

public  notice  is  then  given  in  the  Church  of  the  collection.  R.  H.  B. 

The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  determine  the  Rate,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the  Magistrates.  Public 
notice  is,  on  the  Sunday  previous,  given  of  the  intended  collection.  T.  R. 


34. — The  Parish  was  inclosed  about  25  years  ago,  and  the  Commissioners  then  determined  the  amount  of  Rate 
to  be  paid  in  future  by  each  occupier ;  but  whenever  any  fresh  property  in  the  Parish  becomes  rateable, 
such,  for  instance,  as  houses,  8cc.  the  new  Rates  are  determined  by  the  Overseers,  who,  generally,  but  not 
necessarily,  take  the  advice  of  the  occupiers  in  Vestry  assembled.  T.  B. 

The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  who  are  governed  by  the  assessment  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Inclosure.  R-  H.  B. 

The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  T.  R. 


35.  The  Vestry  takes  no  part  in  ordering  an  assessment,  but  superintends  and  directs  the  expenditure  of  the 

Money  when  collected.  R.  H.  B. 

In  determining  on  the  Rate,  and  deciding  its  amount,  the  Vestry  take  no  part.    The  application  of  the 
money  is  the  peculiar  object  of  the  Vestiy.  T.  R. 


36. — Not  increasing ;  owing  to  the  increase  of  Poor's  Rates.  T.  B. 

Diminishing ;  not  I  believe  so  much  from  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  as  from  having  too  many  Poor 
to  administer  to.  T.  R. 


37. — I  do  not  think  that  there  is  much  difference  in  the  capability,  however  much  there  may  be  in  the  inclination. 
In  piece-work  I  have  never  found  the  Labourer  idle,  but  the  Day-labourer  is  inferior  to  what  he  was 
formerly.  T,  B. 

Diminished.  T.  R. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


PADWORTH.  (I) 

SHOTTESBROOK.  (3) 

G.  fV.  Curtis, 

Rector. 

J.  TV.  Aldridge, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — The  Labourers  are  not  apportioned,   but  each 
Labourer  seeks  out  his  ]VIaster  for  himself. 

30. — 8  s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — Usually  2  s.,  but  in  consequence   of  money  in 
hand  last  year,  only  1  s.  in  the  pound,  at  about 
—                          two-thirds  value. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Decreased.    '  ——  

32. — No. 

oJi. — i\eunei  oeiect  vestry  nor  Assistant  Uverseer. 

33.— The  Vestry. 

33.— The  Overseers  and  Parishioners. 

34. — ^This  is  decided  for  each  Rate-payer  by  the  amount 
of  his  rental. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners. 

35. — There  is  an  Overseer,  who  is  appointed  by  the 
Vestry  at  a  certain  stipend.    Ordinary  rehef, 
&c.  is  left  to  his  discretion  ;  but  matters  of  im- 
portance are  decided  by  the  Vestry,  which  is 
convened   upon  such  occasions   by  regular 
notice.    Few  attend,  for  the  affairs  of  the  Pa- 
rish are  entrusted  to  three  or  four  persons 
chiefly. 

35.— There  is  no  Select  Vestry.    The  Funds  of  the 
Parish  are  principally  under  the  management 
01  the  two  Overseers,  who  larm  the  greater 
part  of  the  land  in  the  Parish. 

36.— 

36. — Decreasing  every  year.    The  Poor's  Rate  is  cer- 
tainly one  cause,  and  a  very  considerable  one; 
but  the  expenses  of  Cultivation,  Rents,  Labour 
and  Poor  Rates,  are  all  too  high. 

37.— 

37. — I  think,  worse  workmen. 

P.  X.  (B.)— Part  III.  f 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SHRIVEN  HAM.  (l) 

ST.  MARY,  READING.  (3) 

Joseph  Huirhes,  Assistant  Overseer.    W.  Addison,  Overseer. 
Viscount  Barrington,  J.  P.     E  Btrens,  J.  P.  &  Vicar. 

T.  IV.  Hall. 

28. — Generally  in  proportion  to  the  rent.        J.  H. 

28, — They  are  not. 

20.— None.                                  Vt^.  E.B. 
None. 

None.  J- 

29, — Yes  ;  from  2  s.  to  3s.  per  week,  and  in  many  in- 
stances more. 

30, — 3s.  -^d.                                             J-  ^• 

  ITT                  J                            *            11                1      A                  a1     '1                      A  1 

30, — ^We  rate  nommally  at  two-thirds  rent  or  value. 

31. — Diminished.  J- 

31. — I  believe  them  to  be  nearly  the  same. 

32 —An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select  Vestry, 

J.  H. 

32. — We  have  not. 

33. — ^The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers.          J.  //. 
The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers  sign  the  rates 
which  are  asked  for  by  the  Assistant  Overseer. 

E.B. 

33.— The  Overseers. 

34, — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers,  according  to 
an  equalization  of  rental  made  in  or  about  the 
year  1814.                                         J-  IJ- 
The  land  is  assessed  upon  a  valuation  made 
about  17  years  ago. 

E.  B. 

34. — The  same.  Here  great  inequality  prevails,  altera- 
tions constantly  being  made  in  the  assessments, 
thereby  creating  dissatisfaction  ;  one-third  of  pro- 
perty that  ought  to  pay  omitted  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  tenements  ;  no  redress,  but  by  appeal  to 
the  Sessions. 

35. — The  Vestry,  as  a  body,  seldom  attend,  although 
notice  is  given  eveiy  month  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Assistant  Overseer's  accounts,  and  for  gene- 
ral purposes  ;  therefore  it  is  almost  always  left 
to  the  decision  of  the  Assistant  Overseer,  what 
poor  are  to  be  relieved,  &c.  J.H. 
The  Vestry  seldom  meet ;  almost  every  thing  is 
managed  by  the  Assistant  Overseer,  who  in  any 
difficulty  applies  for  advice  to  the  Overseers,  or 
to  one  of  two  Magistrates  residing  in  the  Parish. 

E.  B. 

35. — It  has  been  customary  for  the  Overseers  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  Rate-payers,  and  state  the 
amount  of  rate  required,  which  has  been  usually 
granted. 

36. — Diminishing  ;  owing  to  the  increasing  Population 
and  the  great  increase  of  Poor  Rates.    W.  A. 
Diminishing ;  partly  owing  to  the  increase  of 
Population,  and  consequently  the  additional 
burdens  thrown  upon  the  Farmers  by  the  in- 
crease of  Poor  Rates.             V'  B.    E.  B. 

36. — I  cannot  answer  this  correctly:  changes  and 
failures  have  certainly  taken  place,  but  then  the 
farnis  are  occupied  by  fresh  tenants.  Neither 
am  I  aware  of  any  being  on  the  owners'  hands 
from  necessity ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile 
the  avidity  with  which  they  are  sought  after, 
with  the  hackneyed  cry  of  the  farmer,  "  ruinous 
times  and  prices." 

;{7, — Diminishing,  as  this  mode  of  Parish  relief  does 
away  with  industry.                          W.  A. 
They  are  much  in  the  same  state  as  they  have 
been  for  many  years  past.       V*  B.    E.  B. 

37. — I  think  from  the  many  beer-sliops  now  opened, 
and  allowing  tippling  on  the  premises,  the  La- 
bourers do  not  perform  so  good  a  day's  work  as 
formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


S  P  E  E  N.  (2) 

SUNNINGWELL. 

Frederick  Page, 

Deputy  Lieutenant. 

R.  M.  Jenner, 

Overseer. 

28. — No,  but  employed  according  to  the  wants  or 
abilities  of  the  employers. 

28. — Yes,  according  to  Rent. 

29. — To  all  families  having  above  two  children,  one  gallon 
loaf  weekly  for  each  child  when  employed  by 
the  parish,  but  the  Farmers  make  no  difference. 

29. — According  to  merit,  from  6  s.  to  10  s. 

The  Parish  pays  from  50  to  25  per  cent  less  than  the  Farmers. 


30. — On  the  average  of  last  ten  years,  5  s.  4  c?.  in  the 
pound.  Land  at  two  thirds.  Houses  half  the  value. 


31. — Not  much  increased. 


32. — ^There  have  been  both  since  1819,  and  the  effect 
very  good. 


30. — 7  s.  by  valuation. 


31. — Increased. 


32.— None.  One  Assistant  Overseer.  Not  sufficient 
Paymasters  (Q^.7?a<e-;;fl^rrs)  to  form  a  SelectVestry, 
being  but  three  who  generally  attend  the  pay-table. 


33. — The  Parishioners,  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  &c. 
in  Vestry  assembled. 


33. — Every  Quarter  an  Estimate  is  laid  before  the  Select 
Vestry,  by  the  Overseers,  of  the  sums  which  will 
be  probably  required  for  the  ensuing  Quarter. 
Notice  is  then  given  of  a  General  Vestry,  and  the  same  Estimate,  approved  by  the 
Select  Vestry,  is  laid  before  them,  and  the  Overseers  are  directed  to  make  a  Rate 
at  so  much  in  the  potmd  on  the  valued  Rent,  as  will  cover  that  Estimate. 


34. — The  Rate  is  made  by  a  valuation. 


34. — The  Overseers  in  those  Parishes  where  there  is  no 
Select  Vestry.    In  this  Parish,  previous  to  a  Rate 
being  made,  if  a  person  thinks  himself  aggrieved,  his  case  is  taken  into  consideration,  and  if  his  complaint  is  justly 
founded,  an  abatement  made  accordingly ;  and  all  necessary  alterations  occasioned  by  the  diminution  or  auf^men- 
tation  of  property,  or  change  of  tenancy,  are  made  by  them  in  the  Rate.  This  arrangement  has  been  hitherto  found  so  satis- 
factory, that  there  has  never  been  an  appeal  against  the  Assessment  since  the  establishment  of  the  SelectVestry ;  one  amono" 
its  numerous  advantages,  as  this  is  generally  the  source  of  jobbing  and  clamour  at  General  Vestries,  and  litigation  out  of 
them.  At  the  time  of  settling  the  Rates,  it  is  also  decided  who  shall  be  excused  from  paying  them  on  account  of  poverty. 


35.— 


36. — I  do  not  think  that  the  stock  on  the  farms  is 
diminishing,  but  the  value  of  that  stock  is  less 
now  than  it  was  in  1819,  but  more  than  it  was 
from  1819  to  1826. 


35. 


-Both  Vestry  and  Overseers,  with  the  Churchwar- 
dens and  Parishioners.  A  Vestry  is  held  every 
Friday,  when  there  is  any  thing  out  of  the 
regular  course  of  things. 


36. 


37.—  Supposed  to  be  diminishing  ;  but  when  the  La- 
bourers can  procure  task-work,  they  work  very 
well. 


p.  

37.— 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SUTTON  WICK.  (1) 

THAT  CHAM.  (3) 

William  Delude,  Overseer. 
{William  Harding,  33,  34,  35.) 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  their  tax. 

Edward  Hunt,  Overseer.  John  Adnams,  Surveyor  of  Roads, 
and  Member  of  Select  Vestry.    William  Harris,  Farmer. 

28. — ^The  plan  according  to  occupation  has  been  tried, 
with  the  happiest  results;  but  it  has  often 
failed  for  want  of  power  to  enforce  it. 

29. — ^Two  shilUngs  per  week. 

29. — None,  if  both  are  equally  competent ;  but  it  is 
usual  with  some  to  employ  youths  from  15  to  20 
years  of  age,  at  low  wages. 

30. — 7s.  in  the  pound ;  about  50  years  ago,  only  Ad.  'm 
the  pound. 

30. — About  6s. 

81. — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32.— Both. 

32. — We  have.  The  effect  has  been  a  more  equal  dis- 
tribution of  assistance  to  the  poor,  and  parish 
business  better  attended  to. 

33. — A  Vestry  held  by  the  Overseers  and  four  or  five 
of  the  principal  Farmers  of  the  Parish, 

33. — Decided  by  a  General  Vestry,  composed  of  all 
the  Rate-payers  who  think  proper  to  attend. 

E.  H. 

34. — The  Rate  is  made  from  the  Valuation  of  the  Pa- 
rish, and  every  man  pays  according  to  that 
Valuation  for  the  property  he  holds. 

0 

34. — The  General  Vestry.  But  the  question  only 
arises  when  any  buildings  are  erected  or  pro- 
perty divided  ;  m  all  other  cases  the  proportion 
to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  remains  as  it  has 
been  from  time  immemorial,              JG.  H. 

35. — Both  Overseers  call  a  Vestry,  and  it  is  agreed  be- 
fore all  what  tax  is  to  be  made,  and  in  what 
manner  it  is  to  be  expended,  and  the  tax  made 
according  to  the  sum  required. 

35. — The  Overseers  have  no  greater  power  than  is  en- 
joyed by  every  Member  of  the  General  or 
Select  Vestry  in  deciding  any  of  these  matters. 

E.H. 

36. — Diminishing,  and  will  as  fast  as  the  poor  keep  in- 
creasing. 

36. — ^We  believe  diminishing.  The  burden  of  the 
Poor  on  that  description  of  property  is  doubt- 
less one  cause. 

37.— Diminishing. 

37. — Not  increasing ;  but  there  is  a  willingness  to 
work  when  employment  can  be  found  at  a  re- 
munerating price. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


U  F  F  I  N  G  T  O  N. 


John  Hughes, 
Acting  Magistrate  and  Surveyor  of  Parish  Roads. 


28.— 


29. — No  difference  at  task-work  or  harvest ;  but  when  business  is  dull  the  Farmer  gives  the  advantage  to  the 
married  man  for  the  sake  of  his  family.  A  first-rate  man,  however,  if  single,  is  sure  of  the  best  wages ; 
it  is  the  second  rates  who  suffer,  to  the  advantage  of  the  married. 


30. — 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  first  question  is  determined  by  the  Vestry  (not  a  select  one)  of  the  Village,  which  meets  once  or  oftener 
in  a  month ;  or  rather,  it  is  determined  by  the  balance  in  hand,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  last  Rate  raised  ; 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  applying  to  the  Vestry  for  a  fresh  Rate  when  tlie  necessities  of  the 
Parish  require  it. 


34.— This  is  decided  by  referring  to  the  assessed  value  of  each  man's  farm  or  tenement  as  it  stands  in  the  rate- 
book, a  value  grounded  on  surveys  of  the  Parish,  made  by  competent  persons  from  time  to  time  for  that 
express  purpose.  I  need  not  allude  to  the  right  of  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions  by  any  person  conceiving 
himself  unfairly  assessed,  which,  however,  is  seldom  or  never  exercised  in  this  district.  The  Churchwar- 
dens and  Overseers  ostensibly  fix  the  amount  which  each  shall  pay,  but  of  course  consider  themselves 
legally  bound  to  follow  the  precedent  of  the  survey  or  rate-book  as  it  stands,  on  the  authority  of  a  sur- 
veyor employed  by  joint  consent.  The  latter  must  be  considered,  therefore,  as  the  person  deciding  the 
question.  ^  

36. — The  passing  of  a  rate  is  a  matter  of  mere  routine,  depending,  as  I  stated,  on  necessity,  and  sanctioned  pro 
forma  by  the  Vestry  on  the  application  of  the  Parish  officers.  The  account,  showing  how  the  sums  raised 
have  been  employed,  is  regularly  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Vestry.  In  case  of  objection  to  any 
extra  expense  already  incurred,  or  proposed,  it  is  settled  by  the  vote  of  the  majority  whether  it  shall  be 
continued  or  incurred. 


36. — The  fixed  capital,  such  as  farm-buildings,  &c.  is  nearly  stationary.  The  Farmer's  visible  stock  has  some- 
what increased  and  improved  since  1822 ;  but  his  monied  capital,  to  judge  from  appearances,  has  not 
increased.  I  do  not  thmk  that  the  amount  of  Rates  generally  in  this  district  is  so  burthensome  as  to  affect 
the  Farmer's  capital. 


37. — I  can  say  from  personal  experience  that  it  has  not  diminished  for  the  last  20  years.  There  is  perhaps  less 
subordination,  but  not  less  skill  and  perseverance  in  availing  themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  better  their 
condition.  It  is  true  that  the  more  casual  market  for  labour,  caused  by  the  increase  of  Population,  has 
dispirited  and  unsettled  many  of  the  second-rate  workmen ;  but  even  these  have  made  great  efforts  in 
cultivating  their  recent  allotments  of  ground  at  half  or  quarter  acre  portions.  We  have  hitherto  found 
Lord  Braybrooke  and  Mr.  Demainbray  right  as  to  the  moral  and  fiscal  effect  produced  by  these  allot- 
ments, which  we  do  not  extend  so  as  to  interfere  with  farm  labourers. 


P.  L.  (b.)— Paut  IIL 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


UFTON  NERVE T. 

W.  Bh/iop, 

Rector. 


(1) 


28. — About  three  men  to  £.  50. 


29. — None  in  general. 


WARGRAVE. 

M.  A' Court,  J.  P. 
James  Eisdcll,  Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — No  apportionment. 


(2) 


J.  E. 


30 —About  8  s.,  at  2-3ds  of  the  Rent. 


31. — Increased. 


32. — Neither. 


33. — The  Vestry,  composed  of  all  who  contribute  to 
the  Parochial  Rates. 


34. — The  same. 


29. — A  steady,  sober  and  efficient  Labourer  will  earn 
the  same,  whether  married  or  unmarried. 

M.  A' a 

No  distinction  in  Wages.  J.  E. 


30. — 1830,  3s.  in  the  pound;  1831,  3s.  9d.;  1832, 
3  s.  6d.  at  nearly  rack  rent.  J.  E. 


31. — As  above. 


J.  E. 


32. — This  Parish  has  both.    Some  good.        J.  E, 


33. — A  general  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Vestry, 
called  for  the  purpose.  M.  A'C. 


34. — A  survey  of  the  Parish  was  taken  in  the  year  1803, 
and  each  property  is  rated  according  to  the  rental 
then  apportioned  to  each  Proprietor  or  Occupant. 
Some  deviations  have  since  occurred  on  account 
of  enlargement  or  improvement  of  houses,  or  depreciation  of  the  value  of 
others.  When  new  houses  are  erected,  the  Rate  is  fixed,  in  reference  to 
buildings  of  similar  size  and  value  in  the  survey  of  1803,  by  general  con- 
sent of  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled.  M.  A'C. 


35. — The  Overseers  act  under  the  direction  of  the 
Vestry. 


36.—  Not  increasing,  certainly.    The  Poor  Rates  pro- 
bably one  cause  of  the  decline. 


35. — The  Overseers  submit  the  accounts  to  the  Parisli- 
ioners  in  Vestry  assembled,  and  suggest  such 
Rate  as  appears  to  them  necessary  for  the  future 
relief  of  the  Poor,  which  is  either  approved  or 
modified  by  general  consent.  Every  Parish- 
ioner attending  thegeneral  Vestry  is  at  full  liberty 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  demand.  M.  A'C. 


36.- 


The  Poor  Rates  must  necessarily  affect  the  in- 
crease or  diminution  of  agricultural  capital.  The 
Farmer  may  be  said  to  derive  some  advantage  from 
the  Poor  Rates,  in  the  cheapness  of  labour  and  facility  of  procuring  hands  in  harvest.  It  would 
be  a  good  law,  to  provide  that  all  those  who  did  not  perform  harvest  work  in  the  Parish  whence  they 
obtained  relief,  should  be  excluded  from  claim  to  call  upon  the  Parish  for  relief,  otherwise  than  in 
case  of  sickness  or  untoward  accidents.  Instances  do  occur  of  fellows  absenting  themselves  all  the 
yai/- portion  of  the  year,  and  returning  in  the  winter  to  throw  themselves  on  the  Parish.  Capital 
is,  I  think,  certainly  not  increasing.    Tithes  have  more  influence  on  increase  or  diminution  than  the 

 Poor  Laws.      M.  A'C. 


37. — About  the  same  as  formerly. 


37. — There  seems  to  be  less 


want  of  disposition  to  work  than  of  opportunity 

M.  A'C. 


for  working, 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  A  R  G  R  A  V  E.  (2) 

W  A  R  G  R  A  V  E.  (3) 

Edward  Green. 
{J.  I'orster,  Ao,  o4,  Jo.) 

Sir  Moris  Ximenes, 

J.  Jr.  tor  OcrKDy  VVUIS  CC  JL/CVOIj. 

28.— 

28.— 

29.— To  the  married  men  we  are  giving  10  s.  per  weekj 
but  the  unmarried,  if  they  apply  to  the  Parish, 
have  only  6*. 

29. — No. 

SC- 

30.— 

SI.— 

31. — 

32. — 

33.— The  Select  Vestry. 

33.— 

34. — ^The  same. 

34.— 

35. — In  all  cases  where  there  exists  a  difference  of 
opinion,  the  question  is  carried  by  the  majority 
of  the  Vestry. 

35.— 

36. — I  consider  very  much  diminished  within  these  few 
years ;  and  one  great  cause  is  the  great  increase 
m  Parish  Expenditure,  not  only  for  extra  Poor 
Rates,  but  County  and  Highway  Rates,  which 
for  the  last  two  years  have  been  enormous. 
Another  thing  is,  the  Farmer's  property  being  so 
much  lessened,  he  cannot  manage  his  farm  to 
that  advantage  which  he  had  done  heretofore. 

36. — Diminishing.    Poor's  Rates  are  heavy,  but  the 
Poor  might  be  made  more  happy,  and  the  Rates 
lighter. 

37. — I  am  sorry  to  say  industry  is  lost  in  this  place 
generally ;  and  from  that  loss,  they  are  in  a  worse 
condition,  and  are  very  much  worse  workmen 
than  formerly. 

37. — Decidedly  worse,  owing  to  beer  being  drunk  in 
beer-houses,  where  they  congregate,  read  the  vio- 
lent speeches,  seditious  and  infamous  publications, 
which  together  debauch  their  herebefore  lionest 
minds,  make  them  dissatisfied  with  their  Etation  m 

life,  and  destroys  the  link  between  the  employer  and  workman ;  spending  the  money  they  would  otherwise  take  home 
to  their  families ;  particularly  as  most  beer-shops  are  chandler's  shops,  where  the  poor  purchase  their  provisions,  and 
are  tempted  to  drink.  Another  cause,  the  facility  of  selling  Game,  which  has  made  a  very  great  addition  to  the  idle 
and  dissolute.    I  convicted  a  man  yesterday  for  killing  a  hare  at  this  season,  and  many  lately  were. 
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County  of  Berks — continued. 
ANS  WE  RS. 


W  A  S  I  N  G.  (3) 


William  Mount, 

Overseer  &  J.  P. 


28.— No. 


29, — Much  more  than  there  should  be.    As  young  unmarried  men  offer  their  labour  at  lower  prices  than  mafried 
men  with  families  can  afford  to  do,  a  differen«',e  exists  in  their  wages. 


30. — 3  s.  Qd.  at  two-thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent. 


31. — A  very  small  diminution  in  the  last  year's  Rates. 


32.— No. 


33. — The  amount  of  Rate  to  be  raised  is  decided  by  the  Overseers  and  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled,  three 
or  four  times  a  year,  as  may  be  required. 


34. — ^The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  decided  by  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled,  whenever 
a  change  of  occupation,  or  other  circumstances,  may  render  a  revision  of  the  Poor  Rate  list  necessary. 


35, — When  the  Overseers  desire  to  make  a  Rate,  or  revise  the  Poor  Rate  list,  they  give  notice  in  Church  of  their 
intention,  and  that  a  Vestry  will  be  held  for  one  or  both  purposes,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  Overseers 
always  seek  the  concurrence  of  the  Vestry. 


30, — Decidedly  diminishing.    Not  attributable  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  does  not  increase.  There  certainly  are  fewer  "  handy"  and  trustworthy  La- 
bourers than  formerly.  The  majority  of  Labourers  seem  very  indifferent  whether  they  give  satisfaction  to 
their  employers  or  not;  knowing  that,  if  discharged  by  their  masters,  the  Overseer  must  eventually  find 
them  money  or  work,  and  that  they  will  receive  nearly  the  same  wages,  and  work  much  less  for  them. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Berks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WHITE  WALTHAM.  (i) 

W  I  N  K  F  I  E  L  D.  (1) 

J  ,  OUWuCI  )  J  •  1  • 

Thomas  Grove,  Assistant  Overseer. 

fy^t  Zy.  Rhanif  Vicar. 
John  Cross,  jun.  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No.                                                      T.  G. 

28.r— No.                                                                                       J.  C. 

29. — No  difference.                                     J.  5. 
No.                                         r.  G. 

29.— None.                                        W.  L. 
No.                                              J.  C. 

30.— 4s.                                              T.  G. 

30. — About  2  s.  6  c?.                                        J.  C. 

31. — Increased  6d.  in  the  pound.                  T.  G. 

31— No.                                              J.  c. 

32.— Yes;  beneficial.                                 T.  G. 

32.— Select  Vestry.    Assistant  Overseer;  a  great  re- 
duction in  the  Rates.                         j,  c. 

33. — The  Overseer  jointly  with  the  Select  Vestry. 

J.S. 

33.— A  Gcwera/ Vestry  is  always  called  to  grant  a  Rate ; 
but  the  amount  of  the  Rate  is  generally  settled 
by  the  Select  Vestry.                 W.  L.  M. 
A  general  Vestry  is  called  four  days  before  the 
Rate  IS  granted.  (7. 

34.— The  Vestry  decide  that  every  Occupier  shall  be 
assessed  at  half  of  the  presumed  rent  of  the 
premises.                                        J,  S. 

34. — ^The  Rate-book  is  examined  by  the  Select  Vestry, 
and  alterations  made  according  to  circumstances. 
It  is  then  submitted  to  a  General  Vestry,  to  hear 
objectioris,  and  correct  mistakes.     W.  L.  R. 
The  Rate  is  made  from  a  survey  of  the  Parish, 
made  in  1817.                             J,  C. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  acting  together,  their 
ODmion  IS  not  takpn  <;pnarnfplv     TVrk  A'^ff'ar•ar,r>n 
of  opinion  or  alteration  of  the  rates  has  taken 
place  for  many  years.                        J,  S. 

35. — The  Overseers  scarcely  do  any  act  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  Select  Vestry;  and  in  de- 
ciding these  matters  they  have  simply  their 
individual  vote.                           W.  L.  R. 
There  is  a  Select  Vestry  held  every  fortnight, 
when  the  Vicar,  Officers,  and  some  of  the  In- 
habitants generally  attend  and  decide  upon  all 
matters  concerning  the  Poor.              /.  C. 

36. — I  think  the  Poor  Laws  have  not  diminished  the 
capital  of  the  Farmer,  but  rather  the  rent  of  the 
Landlord,  as  the  Tenant  considers  Rent  and 
Rates  as  payment  for  the  farai,  and  one  can 
only  be  increased  at  the  expense  of  the  other. 

J.  S. 

36. — The  capital  is  increased ;  but  the  profits  much 
diminished.                                fy,  £^ 

37.— Much  as  it  has  been.    The  Labourers  are  gene- 
rally less  respectful  to  their  masters.     J.  S. 

37. — The  Labourers  work  well  when  well  paid,  and 
very  badly  when  let  to  work  by  the  Parish  on 
reduced  wages.                          W.  L.  R. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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ANSWERS. 


A  D  S  T  0  C  K.  (3) 

AM  ER  SHAM.  (1) 

Adam  Baynes. 
Anonymous. 

Charles  White  Fowler, 

Churchwarden. 

28.r-To  the  quality  of  Land.  Anon. 

28.— No. 

29 —5  s.  at  most  for  single  men,  unless  in  a  constant 
place;  the  half-peck  loaf  per  child,  in  addition, 
for  married  men  with  families.             yl.  B. 
Yes.  Anon. 

29. — None. 

30. — By  quality  of  Land ;  15  s.  in  the  pound.  Anon. 

30. — 7  s.,  at  two-thirds  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Increased.  Anon. 

31. — Decreased  Is.  in  the  pound. 

32.— No.  Anon. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
who,  from  having  been  in  office  some  years, 
prevents  many  impositions. 

33. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  rated  Inha- 
bitants assembled  in  Vestry,  make  the  Rates. 

A.B. 

33. — On  the  Overseers  taking  office  in  March,  they 
call  a  Vestry,  who  always  grant  a  Rate,  at  3  s. 
in  the  pound. 

34. — The  Overseers  make  and  levy  what  they  consider 
to  be  an  equal  Rate,  by  due  course  of  law. 

A.  B. 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  Parish,  made  by  a  Committee 
of  Rate-payers  many  years  since,  decides  the 
amount.  New  buildings  are  rated  by  the  Vestry 
generally  as  equally  as  possible  to  the  old 
valuation. 

35. — It  is  the  practice,  I  believe,  of  the  Overseers  to 
consult  with  the  Inhabitants,  either  in  Vestry 
or  otherwise,  as  to  parochial  finance  and  expen- 
diture.                                       A.  B. 

35. — It  is  considered  right  that  a  majority  of  the 
Officers  should  attend  the  Vestry,  and  they  ge- 
nerally do ;  but  any  individual  has  an  equal 
power  of  speaking.    They  vote,  in  obedience  to 
the  Act,  according  to  their  amount  of  pro- 
perty.  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  a  vote  these 
three  years. 

36.— The  land  has  been  impoverished,  and  property 
sunk,  through  maintaining  an  excessive  population. 
In  the  adjoining  Parish,  the  owners  of  untenanted 
farms,  who  are  not  farmers,  fear  to  occupy,  and 
prefer  the  loss  of  Rent  to  the  unlimited  expense  m 
Poor  Rate  which  would  overwhelm  the  profits  of 
one  not  perfectly  experienced  in  farming,  and  the 
parochial  concerns  it  involves.                 -'j?-  B. 
Dirainisliing  very  much  ;  the  Poor  very  much  increased.  Anon. 

36. — We  consider  our  own  better  off  than  many  neigh- 
bouring Parishes,  in  consequence  of  the  Poor 
Laws  being  more  strictly  adhered  to,  according 
to  their  original  intention. 

37.— I  think  they  are  not  so  good  workmen  as  for- 
merly. 

Diminishing.  Anon. 

37. — They  are  getting  worse,  from  the  circumstance  of 
many  of  them  being  frequently  out  of  regular 
employ. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BEACONSFIELD.  (a) 

B  L  E  D  L  0  W.  (1) 

Jamts  Du  Pre,  J.  P. 
miliajn  M.  Bradford,  J.  P. 

28. — No. 

William  Stephen,  m.a.  Vicar. 
Joseph  James  Harper,  Chairman  of  Select  Vestry. 

ixs. —  lo  a  ceriam  extent ,  dui  t,iiir>  pidii  wa»  louiiu  iiu- 
practicable,  as  many  could  not  pay  them. 

29.— No. 

29. — The  difference  is  from  iid.io  \s.  Qd.  and  higher 

in  proportion  to  family ;  if  large,  i  s.  per  head  above  tlirce. 

J.  J.  H. 

The  single  men  not  more  than  6s. ;  the  married  generally  9  s.    W,  fl. 

30. — The  Parish  is  rated  at  three-fourths  of  a  Rack 
Rent.    3*.  6d.  at  a  Rack  Rent. 

30. — los.  6d.  at  Rack  Rent;  but  by  the  valuation  un- 
der an  Inclosure  Act,  about  7  s.  6  d.,  land  being  reduced  in  value. 

J.  J.  H. 

31. — Rather  decreased. 

31. — Increased  about  Is.  in  the  pound.       J.  J.  H. 

32.— An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  not  a  Select  Vestry: 
the  effect  has  been  beneficial. 

32. — Both ;  no  good  whatever.                  J.  J.  H. 

33. — On  notice  from  the  Overseers  in  Church  the 
Vestry  assembles,  and  have  an  order  entered  for  a 
Rate,  generally  at  i  s.  in  the  pound  on  three-fourths 
of  the  annual  value.  This  Kate  is  signed  and  al- 
loweo  oy  two  justices  or  me  xeace,  anu  ou  uie  lui- 
lowing  Sunday  notice  is  given  of  its  having  been  so 
signed  and  allowed.                            J-  D.  P. 

33. — A  public  Vestry.                                J.  IL 

34.  — It  is  decided  by  the  regular  and  usual  assessment, 
which  is  always  the  same,  subject  to  alterations 
by  improvements  in  buildings,  &c.     J.  D.  P. 

34.— The  assessment  made  by  Commissioners  under 
an  Act  of  Inclosure  in  1810.            J.  J.  H. 

3.5. — The  order  is  entered  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
majority  of  the  Vestiy.                  J.  D.  P. 

35. — They  generally  attend  the  Select  Vestry,  when 
the  Parish  business  is  brought  forward,  and  the 
decision  of  that  Vestry  is  final.        J .  J.  H. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  we  attribute  it  rather  to  other 
causes  than  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Capital  diminishing ;  the  entire  want  of  method 
in  administering  the  Poor  Laws  seems  to  be  a 
grand  cause.                                   W.  S. 
Diminishing,  chiefly  attributable  to  the  increase 
of  Pauperism  ;  and  labour  is  diminished  for 
want  of  capital.                            J.  J.  II. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  industrious  while  in  work,  but 
less  careful  than  formerly  in  managing  their 
earnings,  arising  from  a  greater  dependence  on 
parochial  relief. 

37. — I  do  not  know  that  they  retrograde  in  point  of 
skill ;  but  I  believe  there  is  less  energy  at  work,  and 
less  time  given  to  it ;  but  then  there  is  less  pay. 
Boys  are  allowed  to  grow  up  in  idleness,  compara- 
tively speaking.                                      W.  S. 

Much  worse,  in  every  possible  way  of  taking  the 
question.                                          ,/.  J.  //. 
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ANSWERS. 


BURN  HAM.  (1) 

C  H  E  N  I  E  S.  (3) 

George  Bethell, 

Vicar. 

1  nomas  Pratt,  Bedrord  Arms,  Overseer. 
Samuel  Clark,  Farmer,  Assistant  Overseer. 

^o. — vio.                                                         J.,  Jr. 

29.— None  ;  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  improvi- 
dent marriages.  Wages  are  a  reward  for  labour,  and 
should  be  proportioned  to  the  skill  and  exertions  of 
ine  JLED0ur6ry  not  to  me  exLeni  oi  iu&  itxiuny* 

29. — Not  any  to  able-bodied  men.                  T.  P. 
Not  any,  if  an  able-bodied  man  and  a  good 
labourer.                                         S.  C. 

  t  ,  ,     .  _ 

30.— 

30. — Two  last  years  averaged  5  s.  in  the  pound  at  rack 
rent.                                             T.  P. 

31.— 

31. — Increased  about  one-fifth.  T.P. 

32.— 

32. — Both ;  very  advantageous.                   T.  P. 

33. — The  Vestry,  consisting  of  the  rated  inhabitants 
who  choose  to  attend  ;  such  Vestry  being  pre- 
viously summoned  according  to  law,  by  notice 
given  in  the, Parish  Church. 

33.— 

34. — The  property  of  the  Parish  was  valued  some  years 
since,  and  on  that  valuation  the  rate  is  assessed. 
If  any  alteration  is  required  on  account  of  the 
depreciation  of  property,  or  is  thought  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  its  improvement,  such 
alteration  is  decided  by  the  inhabitants  in 
Vestry. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  interfere  only 
as  mdividual  members  oi  the  Vestry. 

35.— 

36. — My  inquiries  lead  me  to  suppose  that  there  has 
not  been  much  alteration  in  the  actual  amount 
for  some  years  past,  although  it  has  in  many 
instances  changed  hands.  When  there  has 
been  an  apparent  diminution  on  one  farm,  it 
has  been  accompanied  by  an  evident  increase 
upon  another. 

36. — Greatly  diminishing ;  partly  owing  to  the  Poor 
Laws.                                           S.  C. 

37. — I  should  think  that  there  is  no  very  great  differ- 
ence. 

37. — Diminishing.                                      S.  C, 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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C  H  0  L  E  S  B  U  R  Y.  (3) 

STEEPLE  CLAYDON.  (i) 

Henry  P.  Jeslon, 

Perpetual  Curate. 

Sir  Harry  Verney,  Bart.  J.  P. 

28. — No,  because  there  is  no  occupation ;  the  Parish 

requiring  more  labour  than  the  occupier  can  afford  to  give  ; 
himself  and  his  family  generally  doing  the  work  thtnisclvcs. 

28.— 

29. — The  unmamed  were  not  employed  by  individuals, 
on  dccouni  oi  xnti  suipius  iiidnicu,  ciuitJ  uuuicu 
Labourers  being  sufficient  when  there  was  em- 
ployment. 

29. — Unmarried  Man,  4s.  weekly;  married  Man  and 

Wiff*          '  TYiiirriPfl   M^Hl    Wife  nnH  nno  niiil^l 

7i'.  Gd. 

Ol/«  O^o»  dC  1  cCvJS.  ICiit'*    XX  I  ciLvZ  KJl   ±  t>  •  m  LllC  jJUUllU.  L/ll  till 

the  property  now  in  occupation,  raises  only  £.  i.  lo. 

QO   

31. — Increased  above  £.50  in  £.150. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32. — 

33. — The  Vestry  decides  in  the  first  place  ;  but  this  is 
subject  to  the  control  and  correction  of  the  Magis- 
trates, both  when  the  Rate  is  submitted  to  them 
and  when  complaints  are  made  by  anj'  other  Parish 
against  whom  an  order  for  a  rate  in  aid  is  asked  for. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  at  a  Vestry.    A  rate  of  Gd.  or 
Is.  in  the  pound  is  raised, and  when  expended, 
another  is  made. 

34. — ^The  rates  made  on  this  Parish  are  founded  on  an 
actual  survey  made  by  two  competent  Surveyors, 
unconnected  with  the  Parish  ;  which  survey  is  well 
known  in  all  the  Parishes  hereabouts  as  "  The 
Equality,"  or,  as  it  is  most  commonly  abbreviated, 
the  "  Quality."  The  first  object  is  to  make  a 
valuation  of  each,  holding  on  the  same  principles 
as  to  each. 

34. — It  is  assessed  according  to  the  Poor  Rate. 

35. — The  Overseers  always  form  part  of  the  Vestry, 
and  together  with  myself  and  the  Churchwarden, 
form  in  this  Parish,  the  efficient  part,  since  the 
rest  of  the  occupiers  are  quite  illiterate,  and  un- 
qualified for  any  parochial  business. 

35. — The  Overseers  make  the  Rate  in  Vestry,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Parishioners. 

30. — JJecreasmg,  partly  irom  the  present  admuiistra- 
tion  of  the  Poor  Laws,  and  in  other  part  from 
the  effects  of  machinery.  The  aged  and  chil- 
dren not  being  able  to  maintain  themselves  as 
formerly  by  spinning,  lace-making,  &c. 

36. — Diminishing;  because  farmers'  interests  are  suffer- 
ing very  materially  for  want  of  a  better  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws.  I  believe  that  many  a  farmer 
who  has  now  given  notice  to  quit  his  farm,  would 
hold  it  on  if  better  regulations  concerning  the 
management  and  employment  of  the  Poor  were 
enacted.  The  Farmers  are  incompetent  to  manage 
the  Poor,  and  their  interest  is  at  variance  with  that 
of  their  landlord  and  of  the  community. 

37. — The  tendency  of  the  present  unprofitable  employ- 
ment on  the  Parish  account,  and  of  the  Labour- 
ers being  necessarily  kept  together,  is  most 
prejudicial  to  the  Labourers  in  every  respect. 

37. — Diminishing  ;  because,  1st.  Round  system  pre- 
vails in  this  neighbourhood.    2d.  Low  wages,  and 
consequently  bad  food,  which  does  not  give  the 
requisite  strength.   3d.  Want  of  constant  employ- 
ment.   A  labourer  has  said  to  me,  "  I  had  much 
rather  have  Parish  work,  which  does  not  exhaust 
my  strength,  than  Farmers'  work  and  another  shilling 
a  week."    4th.  Food  is  worse  now  than  formerly,  owing 
to  the  Labourer's  not  living  in  his  employer's  house. 

P.L.  (b.)-Part  III. 
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ANSWERS. 


D  A  T  C  H  E  T.  (1) 

D  E  N  H  A  M.  (3) 

William  Statharn  and  Thomas  Cooper,  Overseers. 
Edmutid  Carter,  Assistant  Overseer  (33.  34.  35.) 

John  Drummond. 

28.— No. 

28. — No  agreement  to  that  effect. 

29.— Yes. 

29. — None  when  the  employment  is  regular ;  but  when 
the  Fanners  occasionallv  hptpp  amnno"  fVipm— 
selves  to  take  men  off'  the  Parish,  the  single  are 
paid  less  than  the  married. 

QA   THrnm  fi  c    f n     <f  *  nt  nlioiif             Tlark  "Rpnt. 

30. — 4  s. 

31. — A  trifling  increase. 

31. — Very  little  difference. 

32. — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  but  not  a  Select 
Vestry. 

32. — Yes,  and  the  Rates  have  been  diminished. 

33. — A  Vestry,  publicly  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  rate ;  and  all  who  choose  to  attend 
take  an  equal  part,  with  the  Overseers,  in  the 
business. 

33. — The  Parish,  called  together  in  Vestry. 

34. — A  fair  and  equal  assessment  was  made  by  the 
inhabitants,  at  a  public  Vestry  held  for  that 
especial  purpose. 

34.— The  Parish  in  Vestry. 

35. — Our  Vestries  are  open,  and  all  parochial  business 
is  transacted  openly :  the  Overseers  do  not  de- 
cide even  upon  the  most  trifling  matters  without 
the  opinion  and  concurrence  of  the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  Rate,  and  the  Vestry  grant  it. 

36.— 

36. — Not  withm  the  last  nve  years.  Mot. 

37.— 

37. — They  work  as  well,  but  they  drink  more. 

/ 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


FARNHAM  ROYAL.  (l) 

F  AW  LEY.  (1) 

Jn'  Grover,  Rector.    Jn'  Cecil,  A.  Stewart,  Churchwardens. 
Robert  Pope  Mason,  Overseer. 

Daniel  Tubb, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — No  difi'erence  in  good  workmen. 

Zi), — IN  one. 

SC- 

30.— 45.  Qd.,  at  two-thirds  Rack  Rent. 

SI.- 

31. — Increased  ;  as  we  had  to  pay  1  s.  'id.  in  the  pound 
for  expense  of  Special  Commission  and  burnings 
  in  the  other  half  of  our  Hundred, 

32. — 

32.— No.                though  we  were  quiet. 

33.— The  Overseer.                                     J.  G. 

33.— 

ZA. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants   assembled  in 
Vestry.                                           J.  G. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants  conjointly,  by  a 
maj  ority  of  those  who  attend  the  Vestry.  J.  G . 

- 

36.— 

36. — I  should  think  it  is  diminishing  ;  not  entirely  from 
any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws,  although  they  are   a  great 
grievance  to  the  Farmer. 

36.  — Diminishing  in  this  Parish.    Cannot  speak  as  to 
neighbourhood  ;  nor  can  I  attribute  such  dimi- 
nution to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Rather  increasing. 

37. — Diminishing  in  this  Parish,  since  a  beer-shop 
was  opened. 
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ANSWERS. 


F  I  N  G  E  S  T.  (1) 

H  A  M  B  L  E  D  E  N.  (i) 

Edward  Pheby, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Raijmond  Barker, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — No  ;  there  being  no  law  to  enforce  such  apportion- 
ment. 

28.— No. 

29. — The  difference  is  as  5s.  to  10s.  in  some  cases,  but 
not  eenerallv. 

29. — No ;  except  when  the  feehng  of  the  employer 
makes  a  difference. 

30. — About  8  s.,  at  three-fourths  Rack  Rent. 

30. — Poor  Rates,  3s.  Qd.  to  4s.,  at  two-thirds.  County 
Rate,  1  s. 

31. — About  the  same  for  the  last  three  years. 

31. — Poor's  Rate  much  the  same.  County  Rate  much 
higher,  owing  to  Special  Commission,  &c. 

32. — None. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  ;  ten  years  ago  materially  lowered 

fhf*  'nnrnoiiinl  pYnpnHif nrp  •  if  w  nripn  nnw  Vm-f 

not  attended.    No  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — ^We  hold  quarterly  Vestries,  and  examine  the 
sums  expended  by  the  Overseers,  and  make 
Rates  to  cover  the  probable  demand. 

33. — The  answerer,  in  whom  the  parish  confides  with- 
out hesitation  or  mistrust. 

34. — 'This  Parish  was  valued  about  seven  years  ago, 
and  by  that  valuation  our  assessments  are  regu- 
lated. 

34. — The  Parish  was  re-valued  and  assessed,  ten  years 
ago,  by  a  cominittee  of  Rate-payers.  The  Rates 
are  made  according  to  that  valuation,  which 
afforded  most  general  satisfaction  to  all  parties 
interested. 

35. — If  any  dispute  or  difference  of  opinion  arises  in 
our  Vestries,  it  is  adjusted  by  being  put  to  the 
vote. 

35.  — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  are  considered  as  con- 
curring in  these  proceedings  ;  though,  in  fact, 
the  Overseers  alone  are  active. 

3C — Dmimishmsi!  in  a  small  decree,  from  the  increase 
of  population,  and  the  consequent  want  oi  em- 
ploy. I  do  not  consider  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws  has  been  the  cause  of  it. 

oo. — wsicnbiuiy  on  iiie  uecrease.    i  uo  noi. 

37. — Diminishing,  from  the  want  of  constant  employ. 

37. — Probably  worse.  The  superabundant  quantity 
of  hands  has  naturally  a  tendency  to  superin- 
duce habits  of  idleness. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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H  E  D  S  0  R.  (1) 

H  0  R  T  0  N.             (1  &  3) 

William  Lunnon, 

Churchwarden  &  Overseer. 

S.  Pussin,  Richard  Hilbar,  Overseers. 
Joseph  Puffell,  Richard  Ralclijf. 

tso. —  1  cs  5  accoruing  to  uccupciuun. 

Oft   TVrri                                                                                         <f  1* 

R.  II. 

29. — No. 

29.— No.                                                      S.  P. 

R.  11. 
J.  P. 
R.  R. 

30. — About  Is. 

30.  -4  s.  Rack  Rent.                                    S.  P. 

R.H. 

31. — Veiy  trifling. 

31. — Same  as  last  year.                               S.  P. 

R.  H. 

32. — No. 

32.— Neither.                                            5.  P. 

R.H. 

33. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseer  and  Inhabitants. 

33, — Churchwardens,  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in 
Vestry.                                           J.  P. 

R.  R. 

34. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseer  and  Parishioners. 
We  are  rated  at  alaout  three-fourths. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseei-s,  according  to 
a  valuation  taken  in  1830.                  J.  P. 

R.  R. 

35.— 

35.— All  assist.                                            J.  P. 

R.  R. 

36. — Much  the  same. 

36. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of 
the  Poor  Rates.                               J.  P. 

R.  R. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

37. — Diminishing;  and  the  Labourers  coming  to  the 
Parish.                                           J.  P. 

R.  R. 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


I B  S  T  0  N  E  (partly  in  Oxfordshire.)  (1) 

I  V  E  R.  (3) 

John  Cox, 

Jos.  Fleet, 

V  estry  v/Icfk. 

28.— No. 

28. — They  are  not.  It  is  very  desirable  that  they 
should  be  eouallv  aDnorfioned  a«;  tliprp  w  no 
doubt  it  would  be  a  general  advantage. 

29. — Yes,  about  3s.  per  week. 

29. — I  believe  not. 

30. — Eleven  shillings. 

30. — About  6s.,  at  2-3ds  the  annual  value. 

31. — Increased  3  s. 

31 . — Increased. 

O  J.  ill  clUlcl   OI   LIlC  LWO. 

—  vt  c  udve  an  /issisiant  vjverseer,  anci  tne  enects 
are  most  beneficial. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  principal 
inhabitants  all  take  part  in  certain  aff  airs.  The 
Rates  raised  yearly  vary  much. 

33. — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  who  collects  and 
disburses  the  Rates  made  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor, 
When  a  Rate  is  required,  he  makes  it  known  to  the 
General  Vestry,  which  is  held  once  a  fortnight. 
On  the  following  Sunday  notice  is  given  that  a 
Vestry  will  be  held  at  a  time  specified,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  Rate,  and  it  is  made  accordingl}'. 

34.— 

34. — In  1 833  a  valuation  was  made  of  all  the  rateable 
property  in  the  Parish,  by  two  Surveyors  uncon- 
nected with  the  Parish,  and  according  to  that 
valuation  the  several  occupiers  of  property  were 
rated.  When  new  houses  are  erected,  the  Over- 
seers apply  to  a  Surveyor  residing  in  the  Parish 
to  assess  them,  which  is  very  objectionable. 

35. — The  Rate  is  made  by  the  Acting  Overseer,  and 
signed  by  the  other  Overseer  and  Churchwarden, 
and  seen  and  allowed  by  two  Magistrates  for 
the  Hundred. 

36. — At  the  suggestion  of  the  Assistant  Overseer,  the 
Overseers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  make  the 
Kates  with  the  sanction  oi  the  parishioners, 
which  however  is  not  required  by  law. 

36. — Greatly  diminishing. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  increase  of  Poor's 
Rates. 

37. — Not  much  difference. 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LANGLEY  MARISH.  (2) 

LECKIIAMPSTEAD.  (3) 

Maurice  Swnbey, 

Barrister  at  Law  &  J.  P. 

John  Brickxudl, 

Farmer. 

28. — 

28  — 

29.— No. 

29. — There  is  a  difference  when  they  are  employed  by 
the  Overseer ;  but  not  at  piece-work  and  when 
they  are  employed  in  the  Summer. 

30.— 

30.— 

31. — 

31.— 

32.— 

32.— 

33. — The  Vestry  and  Overseers  jointly  make  a  Rate  to 
pay  previously  incurred  expenses,  whenever  they 
think  fit.  No  Rate  is  made  till  the  Parish  is  in  debt 
to  the  full  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  raised.  I  need 
not  point  out  that  any  Rate  made  prospectively  for 
a  year  or  any  part  of  a  year,  is  illegal. 

33. — The  Poor  Rate  is  always  made  at  Qd.  in  the 
pound,  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
in  Vestry  assembled,  assisted  by  the  other  Rate- 
payers. 

34. — A  few  years  ago  a  valuation  of  the  Parish  was 
made,  by  which  each  individual's  property 
was  assessed,  and  we  now  pay  according  to  that 
assessment.  The  Overseers  will  not  take  upon 
themselves  to  make  any  alteration,  though 
manifestly  called  upon  to  do  so  by  justice. 

34. — We  had  a  general  valuation  of  this  Parish  made 
in  1822,  and  we  continue  that  as  the  basis  of 
our  Poor  Rate. 

35. — The  Vestry  manage  these  matters  by  vote,  the 
Overseers  having  merely  single  votes,  as  other 
Rate-payers,  and  are  consequently  so  controlled, 
that  any  Parish  Officer  wishing  to  do  his  duty 
is  overborne  and  rendered  uncomfortable.  A 
worse  system  cannot  exist.  The  Overseers  do 
not  consider  themselves  answerable  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates, but  only  to  the  Vestry. 

35. — We  assemble  in  general  Vestiy  every  14  days 
to  hear  complaints  of  the  Poor,  to  grant  them 
relief,  and  to  examine  the  accounts  -  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers,  or  some  of  them,  always 
attending.    We  never  allow  Rates  to  be  made, 
nor  relief  to  be  given  (unless  on  special  exigen- 
cies, and  then  the  Overseers  apply  to  the  next 
Vestry  to  have  it  confirmed),  but  at  the  Vestry. 

36. — Decreasing.  The  loose  manner  the  laws  are  ad- 
ministered, and  the  tenants  feeling  that  they  do 
not  in  effect  pay  the  Rate,  but  the  landlord.  I 
cannot  otherwise  account  for  the  apathy  with 
which  they  view,  and  the  tenacity  with  which,  in 
many  instances,  they  defend  abuses. 

36. — In  one  Parish  in  this  neighbourhood  (in  which  I 
have  the  management  of  some  landed  property)  I 
know  the  capital  has  materially  diminished,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  defective  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws, 
particularly  by  paying  wages  to  surplus  Labourers  without 
requiring  them  to  perform  adequate  labour  for  the  same, 
which  has  caused  the  land  referred  to,  to  be  untenanted. 
Several  adjoining  Parishes  are  equally  mismanaged,  and  the 
property  depreciated. 

37. — Diminishing.    They  are  too  highly  educated  for 
manual  exertion,  and,  to  use  an  expressive 
phrase,  are  above  their  work. 

37. — In  Parishes  where  there  is  a  system  of  paying  an 
allowance  according  to  the  number  in  the  family, 
and  the  Labourers  are  sent  on  the  roads,  they  are 
more  prone  to  habits  of  idleness  than  where  a  dif- 
ferent system  is  pursued,  viz.  by  requiring  all  towork 
for  whatever  they  receive  from  the  Overseers,  if  they 
are  able  ;  consequently  the  Labourers  are  not  so 
good  as  they  formerly  were  in  those  Parishes. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  MARLOW. 


(1) 


W"^  Rob*  Clayton,  J.  P.       Samuel  Barnes,  Churchwarden. 
George  Brangmn,  Overseer. 

28.— No. 


29. — Yes  ;  to  shepherds  and  carters  about  2«.  per  week, 
or  a  house  to  live  in. 


30.— 8  s.  this  year ;  average  about  6s.  at  about  2-3ds 
in  some  cases,  in  others  higher,  in  many  not  i-3d. 


LITTLE  MARLOW. 


William  Simmonds  and  William  Wethered. 


(1) 


28. — A  few  of  suspicious  character  are  sent  their 
rounds. 


29. — A  preference  is  given  to  married  Men  as  far  as 
practicable.  Married  Men  have  additional  pay, 
in  proportion  to  their  families. 


30.— 10  s.  at  2-3ds  Rack  Rent. 


31. — Increased. 


31. — Increased. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry  now;  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
The  Select  Vestry  had  a  good  effect.  An 
Assistant  Overseer  is  indispensably  necessary. 


32. — None. 


33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers  and  General  Ves- 
try, assembled  for  the  purpose.       W.  11.  C. 


33. — The  parishioners  at  laige  in  Pubhc  Vestry,  called 
for  the  purpose.  fV.  S. 


34. — Surveyors  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  in  1800 ; 
but  their  assessment  is  occasionally  altered  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  sometimes  by  the  Act- 
ing Overseer  alone,  sometimes  in  accordance  to 
the  opinion  of  a  General  Vestry.     fV.  li.  C. 


35. — In  minor  points,  the  Overseer  may  sometimes  act 
without  consulting  the  Vestry,  and  respect  is 
shown  to  his  opinion,  he  being  supposed  to  pos- 
sess a  superior  knowledge  of  the  case.  But  all 
matters  of  importance  are  submitted  to  the  deci- 
sion of  a  majority  in  a  Vestry.        fV.  R.  C. 


36. — The  agriculturists  complain  that  they  do  not  get 
remunerating  prices,  and  they  shall  be  ruined  by  the 
Poor  Rates.  In  many  cases,  the  just  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws  is  neglected,  and  the  employ  of 
able-bodied  men  by  the  Parish  has  tended  much  to 
increase  the  Poor  Rates.  Still  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  amount  of  rates  has  increased  a  great  deal 
for  20  years  past,  but  the  means  of  paying  them 
are  lessening  very  much. 


34. — The  Pai-ish,  according  to  a  survey  made  several 
years  ago.  W.  S. 


35. — The  Overseers  state  to  the  inhabitants  in  Vestry 
what  sum  is  wanted,  and  a  Rate  is  made  ac- 
cordingly. W.  S. 


37. — Decreasing,  as  far  as  legitimate  industry  is  meant. 
Working  for  the  Parish  engenders  idleness,  and  un- 
fits the  man  for  good  agricultural  labour.  This 
may  arise  from  the  want  of  regular  employment, 
but  many  good  labourers  cannot  find  work  ;  if  they 
could,  they  would  no  doubt  do  it  as  well  as  it  has 
been  performed  hitherto.  The  Farmers  seldom  like 
to  take  a  labourer  who  has  worked  long  for  the 
Parish. 


36. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of 
pauperism. 


37. — Worse  men  generally. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MARSH  GIBBON.  (l) 

M  EDM  EN  HAM.  (i) 

 •  — 

Richard  Ivens. 

William  Toiunsend  and  Richard  Blackwell, 

Overseers. 

28. — Part  of  the  Labourers  are  apportioned  among 
the  Occupiers  according  to  the  Rate,  about  one 
to  £.  20 ;  and  the  surplus  are  sent  on  the  rounds. 

20. — The  surplus  Labourers  are  sent  round  week  by 
week,  and  paid  by  each  employer. 

29. — Married  men  receive  from  6«.  to  8s.  per  week, 
according  to  their  families ;  unmarried  men, 
from  As.  to  6s.  per  week. 

29. — A  distinction  only  when  Roundsmen. 

30. — About  20  s.  in  the  pound,  and  rated  nearly  at 
Rack  Rent. 

30. — About  4s. 

31. — Ky  keeping  the  men  and  boys  at  work  with  the 

Fanner  pai  t  of  the  last  year,  much  less  lias  been  paid  thr.ii  in  the 
prt'cedingyear ;  but  the  actual  pajiiient  to  Paupers  is  increased. 

31. — Increased,  in  consequence  of  County  Rates  for 
destruction  of  machinery. 

32. — We  have  neither  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant 
Overseer. 

32. — Neither. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  as  often  as  is 
requisite. 

33. — Decided  on  at  Parish  meetings  held  for  making 
Rates. 

W.  T. 

34. — It  is  levied  on  every  Rate-payer,  according  to  an 
ancient  assessment,  which  is  by  no  means 
equally  and  fairly  proportioned. 

34. — This  is  decided  by  an  assessment  of  the  value  of 
the  property  of  each  Rate-payer,  made  many 
years  ago.                                     JV.  T. 

35. — ^The  Vestry  only  interfere  with  the  disbursements. 

35.— 

36.— 

36.— Diminishing  beyond  doubt.  Attributable  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  Parochial  Imposts,  much  money 
being  wasted  in  enormous  law  expenses  on  subjects 
of  settlements,  and  such  payments  as  6s.  each  to  Magis- 
trates' Clerks  for  Overseers'  Warrants  and  Instructions,  the 
intrinsic  value  of  which  in  printing  and  paper  might  be  about 
1  d.  The  Court  Fees  at  the  recent  Archdeacon's  visitations 
have  been  more  than  doubled,  and  the  County  Rates  have 
of  late  been  enormously  increased. 

37.— 

37. — Not  much  difference  of  late  years. 

P.  L.  (D.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


A.N  S  W  E  R  S. 


GREAT  .  MISSENDEN.  (l) 

0  V  I  N  G.  (3) 

G.  Carrington,  J.  P.    Richard  Marks,  Vicar. 
Thomas  Haney,  Uverseer. 

 •  

Thomas  Thorpe, 

Lnurcnwarden. 

28.— No.                                            T.  H. 

J\  leiDOUr    I  tlttJ  Iltlo    1  t^CllLl  y   UCCll  llltl  UU.U(^cLl^  cllltl 

found  very  beneficial.                        G.  C. 

20.— No. 

OQ  TViprp  i<5  wVipn  pmnlovpd  bv  the  Parish.    T*.  H 

But  not  when  employed  by  individuals.  G.  C. 
There  is  some  difference.                     R.  M. 

 Ahniit  QiS  Dpr  wenlc  mftrp  to  thp  marriofl 

30,. — 10  s.  6  J.  at  three-fourths  of  the  annual  value  of 
Land,  &c.                                       T.  H. 

30.— About  20s. 

81. — Increased.                                       T.  H. 

31. — Increased.  ' 

32. — Yes  ;  and  it  has  had  a  good  enect.          i .  xl. 

32. — No. 

33. — A  General  Vestry.                               G.  C. 
A  public  General  Vestry,  consisting  of  the  Parish 
Officers  and  all  Rate-payers.             R.  M. 

33. — Poor's  Rates  are  made  and  collected  as  often  as 
required  (being  first  published  in  the  Church), 
to  meet  the  disbursements  of  the  Overseers. 

 ■  

34. — The  Rates  are  paid  according  to  the  property  held 
by  each  Rate-payer.                          G.  C. 

An  assessment  was  made,  some  years  ago,  by 
Commissioners  ;  this  is  our  guide.    In  cases  of 
houses  built,  &c.  since  this  assessment  was 
made,  a  General  Vestry  decides.         /{.  M. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  rated  or  assessed  for  the 
land  he  occupies,  according  to  a  valuation  of  the 
whole  Parish,  taken  in  1828. 

— The  Overseers  always  attend  when  a  Vestry  is 
held,  and  by  law  have  power,  with  the  Church- 
wardens,  to  levy  a  Kate  tor  relier  oi  the  Poor, 
without  a  Vestry.                               G.  C. 

All  parties  act  together,  and  decide  by  a  majority 
of  votes.                                        R.  M. 

35. — Matters  which  come  before  the  Vestry,  are  gene- 
rally decided  by  majority  of  votes. 

36. — I  should  suppose  it  is  diminishing,  and  that  from 
the  general  pressure  of  the  Poor's  Rates  on  the 
land  and  agricultural  produce.            -R.  M. 
Rapidly  diminishing  ;  the  diminution  is  greatly  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws ;  for  the  Poor  Rates  are  increasing  far 
■beyond  any  proportion  of  increase  of  population  ; 
but  other  causes  combine  to  diminish  the  Ca- 
pital.  tj. 

36.— Considerably  diminishing;  attributed  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — The  great  mass  of  our  Labourers  are  certainly  in- 
dustrious, and  ready  to  do  a  good  week's  work 
for  the  regular  pay.  An  increasing  evil  is,  a  sur- 
plus number  of  men,  compared  to  our  means  of 
employing  them.                               R-  M. 
By  inquiry  of  old  people,  and  by  tlie  inference  which 
may  be  drawn  from  the  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates, 
the  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  diminishing.  G.  C. 

37. — Diminishing. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


SHERRINGTON. 


John  Pretyman, 

Rector  &  J.  P. 


20.— 


29.  — There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  wages  of  the  married  and  unmarried  Labourers ;  I  have  known 

unmarried  men  work  for  4s.  a  week,  and  they  seldom  receive  more  than  6s.  except  during  hay-time  and 
harvest.  Married  men  have  generally  9s.  or  10s.  a  week,  either  in  wages  or  allowance.  I  have  known 
£.1.  3.  6.  ordered  by  a  Magistrate,  per  week,  to  a  Labourer  with  a  family.  

30.  — 


31.— 


32. 


33. — In  this  Parish  there  is  usually  a  Select  Vestry ;  this  or  a  General  Vestry  determines. 


34. — The  Select  Vestry  or  the  General  Vestry  determines.  A  few  years  since,  this  Parish  was  valued  by  two 
experienced  Surveyors,  and  the  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  to  each  levy  is  regulated  by  this 
valuation. 


35.— 


86. — Diminishing.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Aylesbury  there  were  42  farms  untenanted  at  Michaehnas  last ; 
most  of  these  are  still  on  the  Proprietor's  hands ;  and  on  some,  no  acts  of  husbandry  have  been  done 
since,  in  order  to  avoid  the  payment  of  Poor  Rate.  I  attribute  these  circumstances  principally  to  the 
operation  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Generally  admitted  to  be  diminishing. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STOKE  POGIS.  (1) 

TAPLOW.  (1&3) 

George  Armytage,  Vestry  Clerk. 
{Tlichnrd  Monre  Tinulthee  OfficiatiniT  Minister.  33.  34.  35.^ 

William  Norrington,  Overseer. 
Robert  Bird. 

28.— No. 

28.— No.                                                 W.  N. 

R.  B. 

29. — No. 

29.— No.                                           W.  N. 

R.  B. 

30. — 5s.  at  nearly  3-4ths. 

30. — About  4*.  at  two-thirds.                      W.  N. 

Not  often  more  than  i  s.  Kates,  at  about  two-thirds  value. 

R.  B. 

31, — Increased, 

31.— No.                                                   fV.  N. 
Very  little  variation.                          jR,  B. 

«io  Vpq  -  douhtfiil  whpthpr  Drofitable  or  not. 

32. — An  Assistant  Ovprsppr.                         IV  AT 

No  Select  Vestry  ;  we  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  all  Parish 
business  is  conducted  harmoniously.                       R.  B. 

33.— The  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers  and  the  princi- 
pal Paymasters  of  the  parish.           W.  iV. 
The  Vestry,  consisting  of  the  Overseers,  the 
Churchwardens,  some  of  the  Fanners,  and  a  few 
of  the  Gentry.                               R.  B. 

34.— The  Select  Vestry. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  to  pay  according  to  a  valuation 
made  in  1826.                               W.  JV. 
The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  decide  how 
often  a  rate  must  be  paid.                R.  B. 

35.— 

• 

35. — Both  Overseers.                               W.  N. 
The  Parish  business  is  transacted  at  a  monthly. 

Churchwardens,  and  such  others  of  the  Inha- 
bitants as  choose  to  attend.              R.  B. 

36.— 

36. — The  Farmers  complain;  but  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  agricultural 
capital  is  diminishing.   I  should  add  that  there 
is  a  large  proportional  number  of  gentry  in  the 
Parish.                                        .R.  J5. 

37.— 

37. — Much  the  same.                               W.  N. 
I  hear  from  the  Farmers  and  Millers  that  their 
men  are  not  so  controllable  as  formerly,  and 
ai  e  generally  worse  workmen.           R.  B. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


THORNTON.  (3) 

TURVILLE.  (1) 

Sir  Thomas  Cotton  Sneppara. 

Richard  Allnatt, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — A  difference  is  made,  particularly  in  Winter ;  and 

a  most  impolitic  system  it  is,  as  it  is  sure  to  drive  the  unmar- 
ried into  an  early,  and,  generally  speaking,  a  most  thoughtless 
marriage.   The  married  Men  are  paid  according  to  the  size  of 
their  families. 

29. — A  difference  only  in  Winter,  when  the  Labourers 
are  abundant. 

30. — The  Poor's  and  County  Rates  about  3  s.  in  the 
pound. 

30.— 7  s. 

81. — Increasing. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — None. 

32.— Neither. 

33. — There  are  only  three  farms  in  this  Parish ;  and 
the  Farmers,  amongst  themselves,  decide  on  the 
amount  of  rate  necessary,  by  an  assessment  on 
the  actual  rental. 

33.— The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  prin- 
cipal Rate-payers  in  Vestry. 

84.— 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  Parish  about  10  years  ago  is 
the  rule  adhered  to. 

36.— 

35. — The  Overseer  must  act  at  a  moment's  warning, 
and  consequently  without  conferring  with  the 
Vestry,  where  most  things  are  determined  in  a 
quiet  conversational  way. 

36. — Decreasing ;  owing,  in  my  opinion,  in  this  county 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  which 
tends  to  an  increase  of  Rates  greater  in  propor- 
tion than  the  most  liberal  reduction  of  rent  on 
the  part  of  the  landlord,  and  which,  consequently, 
counteracts  any  benefit  the  tenant  would  other- 
wise deriv?f  from  every  such  reduction  of  rent. 

36. — There  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  the  capital  of  the 
Farmer  is  fast  diminishing. 

37. — The  industry  and  respectability  of  the  Labourers, 
generally,  in  this  county  aj-e  decreasing,  owing 
to  the  illegal  and  demoralizing  system  pursued 
of  paying  the  able-bodied  Labourers  partly  by 
the  employer,  and  partly  from  the  book,  according 
to  the  size  of  his  family ;  for  let  him  be  ever  so 
idle,  he  knows  he  is  sure  of  having  a  certain  sum 
made  up  to  him  one  way  or  the  other. 

37. — Much  worse  than  foimerly. 

1 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  m 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


UPTON-cuM-CHALVEY.  (l) 

W  E  X  H  A  M.  (1) 

John  Pococfc, 

Churchwarden. 

Henry  Dyson, 

Rector. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — Best  single  men  are  as  well  paid  as  married  ones; 
but  feeling  masters  allow  married  men  to  do 
more  of  the  hardest  work  by  the  piece,  and 
therefore  they  have  more  money. 

29. — No  difference. 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.- 

32. — 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry. 

33. — ^The  Overseer  and  his  Assistant  summon  a  meet-r 
ing  of  Rate-payers,  who,  on  representation  of 
the  exigency,  agree  to  a  Rate. 

34. — There  has  been  a  valuation,  which  is  chiefly  ad- 
hered to  ;  but  on  an  mcrease  of  Buildings,  they 
are  assessed  by  the  Vestry. 

34. — There  is  a  standing  Rate  established  in  1813, 
when  an  inclosure  took  place.  This  has  been 
altered  on  occasional  appeal  to  the  Vestry  or 
the  Magistrates.  The  amount  paid  by  such  Rate- 
payer is  under  the  control  of  the  Overseer, 
subject  to  appeal  from  his  decision  to  the 
Vestry  or  bench  of  Justices. 

35. — Most  of  the  Parishes  where  I  am  concerned  are 
chiefly  governed  by  the  principal  Rate-payers. 

35. — They  who  attend  the  Vestry,  both  Rate-payers 
and  parochial  officers,  consult  and  vote  accord- 
ing to  their  judgment ;  the  former  deferring,  in 
some  instances,  to  the  better  knowledge  which 
the  latter  possess. 

36. — I  think  agricultural  property  is  not  increasing, 
but  the  reverse ;  within  about  39  years  that  I 
have  acted  in  this  Parish  as  at  times  Overseer, 
&c.  I  think  the  Poor's  Rates  are  increased 
treble,  which  must  be  felt  by  the  land  and 
tenants. 

36. — Diminishing;  owing  in  some  measure  to  the 
administration  of  Poor  Laws,  as  well  as  to  other 
causes. 

37. — They  know  how  to  do  work  as  well,  but  more 
artful. 

37. — The  same  remissness,  with  occasional  exceptions, 
is  observable  here,  as  in  other  parts. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WHITCHURCH. 


G.  Lipscombe,  m.  a. 


28.— 


29. — The  practice  very  generally  prevails  of  paying  married  men  for  the  same  work  a  larger  sum  than  the  un- 
married. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33.—  .    .  * 


34.— 


35.— 


3«. — Diminished,  partly  on  account  of  the  increase  in  the  County  and  Poor  Rates  and  the  burthen  of  taxation; 
and  probably  more  from  the  enormous  expenses  in  Law  about  removals  of  Paupers  and  Settlements. 


37.— They  are  as  good  workmen,  when  sufficient  empbyment  is  provided,  and  reasonable  wages  are  given. 
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County  of  Bucks — continued. 

ANSWERS. 

WOOLSTON  MAGNA  et  PARVA.  (3) 

J~TpnT1I  TflttflTYl  W(>.C\C\T 

(^Thomas  Daniel,  Churchwarden.       William  Emerson,  Overseer,    33,  34,  35.) 

28.- 

-The  able-bodied  Men  are  taken  according  to  the  proportion  paid  to  the  Rates. 

29- 

-Yes  ;  in  most  Parishes  unmarried  Men  are  only  employed  as  Roundsmen,  paid  by  the  Parish,  and  at  the 
lowest  rate ;  and  m  many  mstances  are  not  employed  at  ail,  but  driven  out  to  seek  employment.  Inis 
system  induces  boys  to  marry  at  17,  18  and  19,  that  they  may  have  a  claim  upon  the  Parish  for  support 
and  employment.    The  population  of  Parishes  is  greatly  increased  in  this  County  in  this  way. 

30.- 

-6  s. 

31.- 

-Nearly  the  same. 

32.- 

-Neither. 

33.— 

-The  Churchwarden  and  Overseer.                                                                               T.  D. 

W.E. 

34.- 

-The  Churchwarden  and  Oveiseer.                                                                                T.  D. 

W.E. 

35.- 

-The  Churchwarden  and  Overseer  are  the  only  inhabitants  in  the  Parish  who  pay  Rates.            I'.  D. 

W.E. 

« 

36.- 

-Evidently  diminishing ;  and  I  believe  from  a  combination  of  causes,  one  of  which  is  the  increasing  weight 
of  the  Poor  taxes. 

37. — De<;idedly  diminishing :  the  Labourers  are  veiy  different  from  those  twenty  years  ago,  and  without  a  great 
change  the  rising  generation  will  be  worth  little  or  nothing.  In  the  Parishes  of  Oving  and  Whitchurch 
the  superfluous  Boys  and  Men,  to  the  number  of  40  or  50,  are  congregated  together  in  stone-pits,  where 
they  earn  not  Zd.  per  diem  each,  and  where  the  better  are  soon  corrupted  by  the  bad,  all  receiving  their 
weekly  allowance  from  the  Overseers.  Other  Parishes  employ  their  surplus  poor  on  the  roads,  and  with 
the  same  effects.  The  poor  prefer  being  paid  by  the  Overseer,  and  employed  on  the  roads  or  on  the 
Rounds  System,  to  constant  work  ;  for  in  the  former  case  they  are  nearly  or  quite  their  own  masters. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.                           49  c 

County  of  Cambridge — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

ST.  ANDREW  the  LESS,  Cambridge.  (3) 

B  A  S  S  I  N  G  B  O  U  R  N  E.  (3) 

Alex.  Watford, 

Overseer. 

Charles  Beldam. 
Thomas  Prime,  Overseer. 

28. — Certainly  not,  and  which  ought  to  be  most  forcibly 
urged  in  point  or  necessity  on  (jovernment  to 
enforce. 

28.— No.                                                 T.  P. 

29 — None  in  this  parish  ;  but  in  most  remote  villages 
the  married  men  are  favoui'ed  in  all  employments. 

29.— 2s.  per  week.                                     C.  B. 
From  Is.  to  2s.  per  week.                    T.  P. 

30.— 9s.  in  the  pound,  on  one  fourth  of  the  rental. 

30. — At  about  7s.  in  the  pound  ;  also  two  thirds  of  the 
rack  rent.                                           T.  P. 

31. — About  \s.  in  the  pound. 

31  Increased.                                         T.  P. 

32. — None ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Assistant  Overseer.                               T.  P. 

33.— 

33. — When  a  Rate  is  wanted,  the  Overseer  calls  a  Parish 
Meeting,  and  upon  obtaining  the  signatures  of 
the  Churchwardens  and  of  two  Magistrates,  he 
gathers  it.    The  number  of  Rates  gathered  in  a 
year  depends  entirely  on  the  demands  made 
upon  the  Overseer.                            C.  B. 

34.— 

34. — The  Poor  Rate  is  made  from  a  valuation  of  the 
parish  by  the  Commissioners  at  the  time  of  the 
inclosure.                                        C.  B. 

35.— 

35. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry ;  the  Overseer  takes  the 
eniire  responsiDiiiiy  oi  me  omce.  a  r  arisn  ivieet- 
ing  is  called  once  a  month,  at  which  the  Over- 
seer's Accounts  are  audited,  and  he  advises  with 
the  parish  upon  all  matters  of  importance. 

C.  B. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing.    The  Poor  Rates  have  increased  20 
per  cent,  within  the  last  5  years,  and  conse- 
quently have  tended  to  produce  a  diminution  of 
capital.                                            C.  B. 

37  

37. — Diminishing.                                     C.  B. 
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County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BOTTISHAM.  (3) 

BOURNE.  (3) 

Thomas  Newman,  Churchwarden. 
George  Jenyns,  Bottisliatii  Hall. 

Thomas  Whitlet. 

28.— No  apportionment.                               T.  N. 

28. — At  times  they  are  apportioned  amongst  the  Occu- 
piers, according  to  the  extent  of  their  Occupa- 
tion, but  not  generally. 

29. — The  pay  to  both  the  same  on  common  agricultural 
labour.   In  some  instances  there  is  a  distinction. 

G.  J.  T.N. 

29. — Frequently ;  from  Is.  to  2s.  per  week. 

— r rom  vs.  lO  iua.j  at  iwu  iiiiiu^.                -i  •  x>. 

o\j, — oi.  HI  iiic  puuuu,  anu  me  ouiveyoi  s  is.vo.i  m 
all  4s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  on  the  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased.  T.N. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  the 
effect  or  which  is  a  little  lavourable.        I .  Jy, 

32.— Neither. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  other 
inhabitants  of  the  parish,  hold  Monthly  Meet- 
ings ;  and,  as  the  expenses  occur,  they  decide 
how  much  money  must  be  raised.          T.  N. 

33. — The  Overseer,  when  a  Rate  is  needed,  calls  a 
Vestry,  when  the  Rate  is  made  by  him  and  such 
of  the  Rate-payei's  as  think  good  to  meet  him, 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

34. — The  Rate  is  made  from  the  valuation  of  the  Com- 
missioners at  the  inclosure  of  the  parish,  and 
every  occupier  pays  in  the  proportion  ascer- 
tained by  that.                                   T.  N. 

34. — According  to  the  Commissioners'  valuation,  made 
about  20  years  ago. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  no  other  part  than 
that  of  rectifying  mistakes,  should  any  arise. 

T.N. 

35. — If  a  Rate  is  not  granted  to  the  Overseer,  he  applies 
to  the  Magistrates ;  but  this  is  seldom  or  never 
done. 

36, — Diminishing.    Not  in  consequence  of  the  Poor 
Laws  so  nmch  as  the  excessive  importation  of 
foreign  corn.                                    G.  J. 

36. — Diminishing. 

37. — Certainly  not  so  industrious  as  formerly,  nor  so 
good  workmen.  They  are  glad  of  any  excuse  to  throw 
themselves  upon  the  parish  if  they  can.    A  case  oc- 
.  curred  from  this  parish,  at  the  last  County  Sessions, 
on  Friday  last,  where  a  pauper  went  for  his  weekly 
parish  allowance  of  15s.  to  the  Overseer,  having  been 
paid  23s.  for  labour  three  days  previously,  and  was 
indicted  by  the  parish,  and  sentenced  to  three  months 
hard  labour  in  the  House  of  Correction.  G.J. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cambridge  —  contiiiued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHATTERIS  (Isle  of  Ely).  ,  (3) 

CHATTERIS  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

John  Seward,  Overseer. 
Kooert  tieminglon,  Assibcani  v^verseer. 

Robert  Hemington, 

28. — According  to  the  number  of  Horses  employed. 

28. — According  to  the  number  of  Horses  generally. 

a  few  weeks  in  Winter,  when  work  is  scarce, 
and  then  but  trifling,  say  about  Is.  6c?.  per 
week. 

29.  No  difference. 

30. — Five  shilHngs  in  the  pound  at  two  thirds  of  the 
rack  rent. 

30. — 5s.  on  two  thirds  of  rack  rent. 

31. — Not  increased  this  year. 

3L — Increased  Is.  in  the  pound. 

"Xfr^   .^*=»l#ir*t'    A/p^ifrv      niit   nn    A^si^tanf  l  Ivptcppt 

Useful. 

<!0  M/-)  Slelprt  Vf«;trv.  hnr  an  Assistant  Overseer :  its 

effect  beneficial. 

33, — The  Parishioners  and  Overseers  together  in  Ves- 
try. 

33. — The  Parishioners  generally  in  Vestry,  with  the 
Overseers. 

34._The  Magistrates. 

34. — The  Parishioners  generally. 

35. — There  is  no  parishioner  excused  a  part  of  his 
rate.  If  he  is  very  poor,  he  is  in  general  sum- 
moned before  the  Magistrates,  and  their  de- 
cision is  acted  upon. 

35.— 

36. — Decreasing,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Decreasing,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
Poor  Laws, 

37. — Fast  decreasing. 


37. — Fast  decreasing  in  this  parish. 
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County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHERR  YHINTON.  (3) 

COMBERTON.  (1) 

Stephen  Davies, 

Curate. 

Robert  Whittet, 
A  considerable  Landowner  and  Occupier. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

28. — No  Apportionment,  on  account  of  the  tithe 
occupier  objecting  to  lake  them  for  iiis  tithe,  which 
is  a  great  injury  to  the  occupier  of  land,  as  well  as  to 
the  labourer. 

29. — Yes,  a  difference  of  Is.  or  2s.  is  made. 

29. — Single  men,  from  4s.  to  6s. ;  married,  from  8s. 
to  Us.  per  week. 

30. — About  Ss.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds. 

30. — From  5s.  to  5s.  Qd.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

The  present  assessment  is  estimated  at  half  the  annual  value, 
therefore  from  los.  to  i  ii.  in  the  pound.    Poor  only. 

31. — Increased. 

3L — Increased  considerably,  and  will  increase  under  the 
present  system  of  taking  tithe  in  kind,  and  the  Law 
of  Settlement  by  service  and  apprenticeship. 

32. — No  Select  Vestiy,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry,  nor  would  one  be  of 
any  use  while  an  appeal  can  be  made  to  Clergy- 
men as  Magistrates. 

33.— 

33. — The  Rates  are  granted  to  the  Overseer  at  a 
Vestry. 

34  

34. — An  Assessment  is  generally  made  at  a  Vestry 
called  for  the  purpose;  but  if  not  so  effected 
by  the  Rate-payers,  Surveyors  are  employed  to 
make  an  equal  Assessment,  agreeably  to  which 
each  Rate-payer  contributes. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  ofHcially  open  the  business,  and 
then  vote  in  the  same  way  as  other  Rate-payers. 

• 

36. — Yes;  partly  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— 

37. — Worse  in  some  cases. 

t 

37.— 

Answers  to  QuesUons.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


DODDINGTON  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

1                       D  U  X  F  0  R  D.  (3) 

Thomas  Earl,  Overseer. 
Richard  Ortoii,  Junior  Overseer,  :i3,  31,  35. 

fVilliain  Barker, 
*  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28.— 

29.— No. 

29.— No. 

30. — 4s.  at  two  thirds  of  rack  rent. 

30. — About  6s,  6d.  at  two  thirds. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

3L — Increased. 

32.— No. 

32.— 

33. — A  Vestry  of  the  whole  parish. 

33. — The  Overseer,  Churchwardens,  and  the  Vestry 
assembled.                       William  T/iurnall. 

31. — A  Vestry  of  the  whole  parish.    The  amount  is 
raised  by  an  equal  Pound  Rate,  according  to  a 
valuation  made  some  years  since. 

34. — The  same.                                          jy^  y 

35. — The  parish  always  decide  in  Vestry  all  these 

35. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Parishioners 
assembled  in  Vestry  collectively.  JF.T. 

36.— Decreasing;  not  owing  particularly  to  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36. — Is  decreasing  fast. 

37. — Decreasing;  consider  them  not  so  good. 

37.— 
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County  of  Cambridge  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


FOULMIRE. 


WiUiam  Metcalfe. 
Jf'iltiam  fVedd,  Overseer.    Thomas  Nasli,  Overseer,  33,  3-1. 


28.— No.  fVJV, 


29.  — Is.  per  week  less  to  single  men. 

There  has  been  a  very  considerable  difference ;  from  3*.  to  4*.  per  week.    I  liope  the  system  is  discontinued. 
The  fires  have  enlightened  the  policy  of  many  of  the  Farmers;  instances,  however,  are  still  to  be  found. 
  J  V.  M. 

30.  — 8.V.  fyjv. 


31.  — Increased.  fV.W. 

32.  — No.  W.  JV. 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  at  a  Parish  Meeting,  assisted  by  the  principal  Rate^payers. 


34. — The  same. 


35.— 


36.  — There  is  much  difficulty  in  answering  this  question,  the  amount  of  agricultural  capital  depending  so  much 

upon  the  price  of  grain.  I  never  saw  finer  crops  in  this  neighbourhood  than  the  last  harvest ;  but  there  is 
less  labour  bestowed  on  the  land,  which  would  lead  one  to  anticipate  less  return.  The  burden  of  the 
Poor  Rates  alone  is  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  the  deterioration  (if  there  be  any)  in  cultivating  the 
land.  W.M. 

Diminishing,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  and  also  to  the  rapid  increase 
of  population.  fi'.JV. 

37.  — There  is  general,  and,  I  believe,  well-founded  complaint  that  the  Labourers  are  not  so  industrious  as 

formerly.  It  is  the  necessary  effect  of  putting  men  into  the  gravel-pits,  paid  so  low  that  work  is  not  even 
expected.  I  have  known  able-bodied  men  paid  2s.  8d.  a  week  for  digging  gravel,  or  standing  in  or  about 
the  gravel-pit  for  so  many  hours  in  the  day.  Such  an  education  cap  never  produce  good  labourers.  JV.M. 


Certainly  worse. 


fV.W. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMiMlSSlONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAM'S. 


County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


F  O  R  D  H  A  M.  (3) 

FOX  TON.  (1) 

7?.  D.  Fy&ijn  S,"  John  Minelt,  Overseers. 
George  Dennis,  Cliiircluvm(lt;n, 

Swann  HuruM, 

Overseer. 

28. — None  are  apportioned. 

28.— 

29. — No  difference,  except  when  work  is  scarce,  when 
the  single  men  will  work  for  a  trifle  less  than  the 
married  ;  the  married  men  witli  families  prefer 
working  tlie  i^rsveNpiti  wilh  the  Overseers  assistance. 

29. — Single  men  here  have  Ss.  per  week ;  married, 
lOs. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two-thirds. 

30.— 

3i. — Increased. 

3L— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

32.— 

33. — The  new  Overseers,  as  soon  as  they  enter  office, 

(except  there  is  money  in  handj  give  notice  in  the  church  of  .n 
meeting  of  the  Parishioners  for  granting  a  Rate,  which  is  generally 
IS.  in  the  pound.  After  that  is  spent  we  call  another  meeting  for 
granting  a  second  Rate  at  as  much  in  the  pound  as  the  majority 
may  think  necessary.  Of  course  we  get  the  Rate  signed  by  two 
Magistrates,  and  give  notice  in  the  church  that  they  have  signed  it. 

J.  M. 

33. — The  Rale-payers  at  large. 

3  i. — According  to  a  fixed  valuation.            J.  M. 

34. — The  Parish  has  been  recently  inclosed.  A  valu- 
ation was  made  by  the  Commissioners  in  182S, 
and  agreeably  to  their  Assessments  each  person 
pays  his  shai  e. 

35. — The  Overseers  accounts  are  always  taken  to  the 
Vestry  every  month  for  the  perusal  of  the  Rate- 
payers ;  and  the  larger  Occupiers  generally  meet 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  to  assist  them 
in  finding  work,  and  managing  the  poor,  every 
ivepk.                                         J.  M. 

35. — The  Rate-payers  meet  in  Public  Vestry,  to  grant 
rates  to  the  Overseers,  and  vote  discretionally. 

36.— Certainly  decreasing;  and  the  abuse  of  the  Poor 
Laws  has  tended  very  much  to  its  decrease. 

36. — Certainly  dimini.shing  fast,  very  fast;  which  dimi- 
nution I  attribute,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
heavy  expense  of  the  Poor,  maintained  (as  they 
in  many  cases  are)  in  an  unproductive  way ;  that 
is,  by  the  gravel -pit  system,  which  must  necessa- 
rily cripple  the  means  of  the  Farm.er  for  finding 
them  profitable  employment  on  his  land. 

37. — Certainly  decreasing,  and  more  careless  workmen 
than  formerly.  The  Poor  Laws  are  taken  advan- 
tage of;  they  know  tliey  must  be  maintained 
whether  they  work  or  not ;  and  the  Clerical 
Magistrates  have  encouraged  the  Poor  in  this 
respect. 

37. — Certainly  the  Labourers  are  infinitely  less  desirous 
of  giving  satisfaction  to  their  employers  than  for- 
merly, from  the  circumstance  of  being  able  to 
demand  employment  or  relief  from  the  Over- 
seers, thereby  obtaining  sufficient  income,  with 
little  labour  for  it. 
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ANSWERS. 


FUL  BOURN.  (1) 

John  Payne, 

A^s.si.sUuit  Overseer. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned  amongst  the  Oc- 
cupiers. 


29, — Not,  by  piece-work. 


30. — 8s.  9c/.  at  one  half  valuation. 


31.— Increased  dlb  from  1831  to  1832. 


32. — An  Assistant  Overseer;  the  effect  good. 


33. — Each  Rate  is  made  and  signed  by  the  majority  of 
the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  ; 
and  signed  by  two  County  Magistrates. 


34. — According  to  the  Commissioners  valuation  at  the 
time  of  the  inclosure. 


35.— 


3!3. — Diminishing ;  and  is  thought  by  some  on  account 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 


LITTLE  GRAN  SD  EN.  (3) 


James  Lantoffe. 


28.— 


29. — Yes ;  the  young  men  can  do  with  less,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  they  work  so  hard. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  this  and 
the  adjoining  parishes  call  a  Vestry  when  it  is 
necessary  to  make  a  Rate. 


31. — It  is  decided  by  the  property  each  person  oc- 
cupies, being  charged  according  to  a  valuation. 
This  parish  has  been  inclosed  about  fifteen 
years,  and  I  never  heard  of  any  complaint  about 
the  proportion  of  the  Rate.  If  there  should  be, 
it  would  be  decided  at  Quarter  Sessions. 


35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants 
consult  together  at  the  Vestry  on  all  business  of 
importance.  But  the  Overseers  have  the  ma- 
nagement in  paying,  collecting  the  Rates,  &c. 
&c.  They  .settle  their  accounts  on  Lady  Day 
yearly,  and  verify  the  same  upon  oath  before  a 
Magistrate. 


36. — Diminishing.  No. 


37. — Supposed  to  be  worse,  on  account  of  the  gi-avel- 
pit  .system. 


37. — It  is  supposed  they  are  worse. 
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ANSWERS. 


H  A  R  S  T  0  N.  (3) 

HISTON,  ST.  ANDREW  with  ST.  ETHEDRED. 

trilliam  Taylor,  Churchwarden  <sc  Overseer. 
miliam  Le  Worlhy,  Vicar,  &  J.  P. 

J.J.  Jrl  IC/mtlf  \*^/ 

Vicar. 

to  be  beneficial  to  eitlier  of  them.           W.  T. 

28. — No. 

29. — I  am  not  aware  of  any,  the  capabilities  of  the 
labourer  being  equal.                          W.  L. 
More  to  labourers  capable  of  doing  the  same  work 
and  the  same  quantity  oi  It  equally  well.    iV.  1. 

29. — Very  trifling,  if  any. 

30.— About  5s.                                       W.  T. 

30. — I2s.  in  the  pound  upon  the  estimation,  or  only 
about  5s.  upon  the  supposed  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased  about  10  per  cent.                W.  T. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestrv  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

W,  T. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  who 
collects  the  Rates,  and  overlooks  the  men  em- 
ployed on  the  roads  and  in  the  gravel-pits. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  other  In- 
habitants present  in  Vestry.                W.  L. 

33.— 

34. — The  Assessment  is  made  upon  the  occupiers  of  all 
descriptions  of  rateable  property,  in  proportion 
to  its  relative  value,  by  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers,  or  the  majority  of  them,  with  the 
concurrence  of  such  other  Inhabitants  as  may 
attend  the  Vestry.                            W.  L. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  propose  the  sum  to  be  raised  to 
meet  the  probable  expenditure.    I  have  never 
known  any  opposition  to  the  proposal,  or  at- 
tempt to  resist  it,  or  any  kind  of  interference. 
The  accounts  being   exhibited  monthly  the 
necessary  expenditure  is  always  ascertained. 

W.L. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing :  the  causes  are  various ;  one  of  them 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.    W.  L. 

36. — Increasing. 

37. — Diminishing.                                   W.  L. 

37. — Decreasing,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being 
partially  employed  in  the  gravel-pits,  where  they 
do  little  or  nothing,  and  consequently  are  less 
able  and  less  willing  to  work  when  other  em- 
ployment can  be  had. 
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ANSWERS. 


ISLE  HAM.  (3) 

LINTON.  (3) 

Bidwell  Smitli, 

Clerk  to  the  Overseers. 

John  Jdcock,  Assistant  Overseer. 
iJ.  FishtTf  Lintoti  Court. 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

28. — Not  apportioned.                                J.  A. 

29. — No  difference. 

29.  — No.                                                 J,  A. 

Not  to  men  of  the  same  ability.               E.  F. 

,30. — Average,  13s. ;  estimated  at  about  a  half. 

30. — About  18s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  a  recent 
valuation.                                           J.  A. 

31. — Diminished. 

31. — Increased,  rather  than  otherwise.            J,  A. 

32.— No. 

32. — No ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer.              J.  A. 

33. — The  majority  of  the  Parish  attending  the  Vestry 
for  that  purpose. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time. 

J.  A. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  principal  Inhabitants. 

34. — According  to  a  recent  valuation.             J.  A. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  invariably  attend  in  deciding 
matters  relative  to  the  Poor's  Rates. 

35.— 

- 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — The  Capital  is  increasing.    The  great  burden  of 
the  Poor  is  a  constant  argument  for  the  decrease 
of  rents.                                        E.  F. 

37. — As  usual. 

37. — The  Labourers  generally  are  good,  and  as  good 
as  formerly,  excepting  those  who  are  deteriorated 
by  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

E.F. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cambridge  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


LITTLEPORT  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 


Mali.  Waddelow, 

Assistiint  Overseer. 


28. — Have  been  apportioned  the  last  two  Winters 
according  to  the  Assessment  to  the  Poor  Rate. 


99.- 

-No  difference  in  Wages.  When  work  is  scarce, 
the  married  men  are  employed  in  preference. 

30.- 

-From  9*.  to  lOs.  in  the  pound,  at  two  fifths  of 
the  rack  rent. 

31.— 

Increasing. 

32.— 

We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant 
Overseer. 

33.— 

■ 


34.— 


ST.  MARY  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

Henry  Lawrence, 

Cliurchwardeii. 

28. — No;  but  I  consider  Rent  a  good  criterion  for  appor- 
tioning them. 


29. — No;  eacli  person  is  paid  according  to  the  work  he 
performs. 


30. — Year  ending  Lady-day  1832,  8s.  in  the  pound  pn 
one  third  of  the  rack  rent. 


31. — Increased. 


32.— Neither. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  Vestry  assem- 
bled lay  a  Rate  upon  all  lands,  houses,  and  rateable 
propert}',  quarterly,  half-yearly,  or  as  the  ex- 
penses may  require. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Inhabitants. 


35.— 


36. — Diminishing,  from  the  increased  cost  of  support- 
ing the  Poor.  Many  Occupiers  are  unable  to 
employ  sufficient  Labourers  to  cultivate  their 
farms  properly,  whilst  the  men  are  supported 
from  the  Poor  Rate. 


37. — It  is,  rapidly.  Labourers  are  more  indifferent  to 
their  own  characters  and  the  interest  of  their 
employers. 


35. — The  Vestry  never  interfere  at  all  after  the  Assess- 
ment is  made  ;  the  distribution  of  it  is  generally 
left  to  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  when 
the  latter  think  proper  to  attend. 


36. — Decreasing  considerably,  partly  owing  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  particularly 
to  the  low  price  of  corn,  which  does  not  afford  a 
sufficient  return  for  the  capital  employed,  by 
reason  of  the  high  rents,  tithes,  and  various 
taxes  imposed  on  the  farmer ;  and  the  importa- 
tion of  forei™  corn. 


37. — Considerably  worse,  and  still  decreasing,  owing  to 
the  reason  given  in  the  next  answer,  and  their 
placing  too  much  dependence  on  parochial 
relief. 
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County  of  Cambridge — conthiued. 


ANSWERS. 


MELBOURN.  (3) 

MELDRETH.  (3) 

IVm.  C.  Carver, 

KJ  V  C  1  cCCi  • 

John  Burr, 

V./ 11  Illl-'IlWcllUdI* 

28. — A  Labour-rate,   according  to  the  rate  in  the 
parish  book,  is  just  beginning  to  be  tried. 

28.— No. 

29, — Some  farmers  make  a  little  difference  ;  others 
make  none. 

29. — Yes ;  single  men  are  paid  from  6s.  to  ds. ;  married 
from  9s.  to  10s. 

30. — Suppose  5s.  or  upwards  at  x'ack  rent. 

30, — 5s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31, — About  the  same. 

32, — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  with 
beneficial  effect. 

32, — No  Select  Vestry.    Persons  appointed  serve. 

33. — The  Contributors  to  the  Rates  assembled  in  a 
Vestry  Meeting,  of  which  due  notice  is  always 
given. 

33. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseer,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry. 

34.. — The  parish  was  valued  six  or  seven  years  ago, 
and  that  valuation  is  adhered  to. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  by  a  valu- 
ation. 

35, — Our  meetings  are  generally  very  peaceable,  and 
matters  are  decided  by  a  show  of  hands. 

35. — By  a  majority  in  Vestry. 

36. — Diminishing  ;  to  be  attributed  partly  to  increase 
of  population. 

36, — Diminishing,  because  our  present  Corn  Laws  are. 
not  put  up  suflScient  to  protect  the  farmer. 

37. — Rather  diminishing. 


37. — V^orse,  on  account  of  land  being  let  out  of  the 
parish,  and  they  will  not  take  the  labourers. 
A  good  Labour-rate  is  very  much  wanted ; 
there  would  then  be  no  Poor. 


I 
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ANSWERS. 


NEWTON  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

ORWELL.  (3) 

mnlZcnH^rn  }  Overseers. 
yviUiam  (joaaara,  j 

William  Scruby, 

Overseer. 

28. 

28.— No. 

29. — In  some  cases. 

30.— 

30. — 7*.  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  of 
the  rack  rent. 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

oa, — 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry.                  TV.  G. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Rate-payers 
F.  Miller,  Churchwarden. 
W.S. 

34. — The  Parish  is  under  a  regular  assessment  upon 
two  thirds  of  the  Rental  of  Property,  and  each 
person  pays  accordingly.                    W.  G. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  all  the  Rate- 
payers in  Vestry  assembled. 

F.M. 
W.  S. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  act  together ;  the  Over- 
seers recommending  the  amount  of  Rate  that  is 
likely  to  be  required,  and  finally  have  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Parish  in  Public  Vestry. 

35. — All  take  a  part  who  choose.    None  differ  in 
opinion. 

F.M, 
W.S. 

36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  has  been  dimi- 
nishing; but  we  cannot  say  it  has  any  connexon 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  as  heretofore,  but 
the  workmen  generally  not  so  good. 

37.— 
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County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


OVER.  (3) 

PAPWORTH  SAINT  AGNES.  (1) 

Frederick  Robimon, 

Overseer  for  4  years. 

28— 

H.  J.  Sperling, 

Rector. 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  acreage  rent,  except  that 

one  proprietor,  who  resides  in  the  next  village,  and  farms  nearly 
one  fifth,  employs  none  of  our  people,  except  as  he  would  stran- 
gers, when  there  is  a  demand  for  work. 

29. — 2s.  per  week  more  to  the  married  man. 

29. — None  with  us ;  but  a  most  distressing  difference 
in  some  of  the  neighbouring  parishes. 

oU.— adoul  OS,)  ai  nacK  rvent. 

31.— 

31. — A  slight  increase,  owing  to  several  expensive  ill- 
nesses. 

32.— 

32.— None. 

33. — The  Inhabitants  at  a  meeting  with  the  Overseers. 

33. — The  Vestry,  upon  inspection  of  the  Overseer's 
Accounts. 

34. — In  proportion  to  an  assessment  made  by  an  emi- 
nent surveyor. 

34.— By  a  valuation  made  about  20  years  ago. 

35 •—The  Overseers  and  Vestry  determine  conjointly. 

36. — Ours  is  a  small  parish,  with  only  six  Rate-payers, 
so  that  no  practical  difficulty  ever  occui*s  :  our 
business  is  all  matter  of  course. 

36  — Lertamly  decreasing ;   and  the  present  heavy 
charge  of  maintaining  the  poor  no  doubt  is  one 
of  the  principal  causes. 

36. — Dimmishmg.  1  attribute  this  diminution  to  the 
agitation  of  the  Corn  question,  which  has  made 
returns  from  land  precarious,  and  prevented  the 
advance  of  Capital  on  loan.  Thus  I  look  upon 
the  reduced  state  of  the  Labouring  Classes  much 
more  as  the  effect  produced  by  tlie  diminution  of 
Agricultural  Capital  than  as  its  cause,  though 
undoubtedly  they  each  aggravate  the  other. 

37. — Certainly  decreasing,  and  must,  I  think,  continue 

to  do  so,  while  able-bodied  men  are  allowed  to  apply  to  a  parish  for 
work,  and  the  Overseer  is  compelled  to  employ  them.  Where 
the  i)arish  has  40  or  50  employed,  it  is  quite  impossible  they  can 
all  be  attended  to.     They  receive  their  money  without  any 
;idequate  equivalent  in  the  shai)e  of  labour.     Hence  habits  of 
idleness  are  formed,  and  we  find  they  do  not  want  to  leave  the 
parish,  except  in  the  busy  seasons  of  the  year,  when  large  wages 
are  given. 

37. — Farmers  sometimes  complain  of  diminishing  In- 
dustry, but  are  unable  to  substantiate  their  com- 
plaints. I  imagine  that  the  Labourer  works  move 
unwillingly,  but  not  less  skilfully,  and,  as  might 
be  expected,  feels  little  interest  in  his  employer. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cambridge  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


ROYSTON.  (3) 


Gamaliel  Docwra,  Vestry  Clerk  and  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.  — No. 

29.  — Not  any  in  money,  though,  from  the  preference  shown  to  the  married,  there  is  a  difference  in  reality. 

30.  — About  5s.  at  rack  rent. 

31.  — Increased. 

32.  — Yes ;  and  we  think  it  impossible  to  do  without  a  Select  Vestry. 


33. — The  Select  Vestry,  after  reading  over  the  accounts  of  the  Overseers,  who  always  wish  to  have  full  meetings 
of  the  Select  Vestry  to  assist  and  direct  their  proceedings. 


34. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  have  the  power  of  varying  the  amount  of  each  person  charged  in  every 
Rate,  but  never  exercise  it. 


35. — The  Overseers  refer  to  the  Vestry  in  all  cases  where  the  Vestry  expresses  its  opinion.  The  Vestry 
Clerk  keeps  a  book,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  each  Select  Vestry  are  recorded  and  a  resolution  or 
order  entered.  No  difference  of  opinion  is  recollected  to  have  arisen  between  the  Select  Vestry  and 
Overseers  of  this  parish.  The  number  of  the  former  is  20,  exclusive  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


86. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  our  neighbourhood  is  diminishing ;  this  is  owing  to  the  unproduc- 
tiveness of  its  employment,  and  this  is  occasioned  by  the  burden  of  the  Poor  and  the  pressure  of  the 
Tithe  System.    The  Tithe  is  taken  in  kind  over  nearly  5,000  acres  of  land  adjoining  to  Koyston. 


37.— Labourers  are  employed  now,  not  because  the  work  is  wanted,  but  because  the  occupiers  of  land  are  com- 
pelled by  the  Poor  Laws  to  employ  them.  Consequently  the  skill  of  the  Labourer  does  not  influence  his 
being  employed,  as  he  must  certainly  be  if  ever  so  unskilful ;  and  when  skill  is  not  rewarded  it  ceases  to 
be  acquired. 
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County  of  Cambridge  — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  A  W  S  T  O  N.  (3) 

GREAT  SHELFORD.  (3) 

William  Richard,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Cornelius  IVillings,  33,34,35. 

28. — It  was  done  about  a  year  back,  and  went  on  well ; 
since  which  time  a  dispute  has  arisen  amongst 
the  Farmers,  and  the  system  is  discontmued. 

Peter  Grain. 

28.— 

20. — From  3s.  to  4*.  per  week  difference. 

29. — Generally  Is.  per  week  difference. 

30. — Pansh  newly  assessed,  and,  includmg  a  new  rate 

this  month  at  full  value,  make  8s.  6d.  in  the  pouncf ;  before 
assessed  at  two  thirds. 

OA 

31. — Increased.  Illness,  and  want  of  employment  for 
the  men. 

31.— 

32. — No;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer.  Great  trouble, 
and  continually  troubled  with  tramps,  chiefly 
Irish. 

32— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  power,  I  suppose,  is  vested  in  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers;  but  the  principal  In- 
habitants of  the  parish  are  generally  consulted. 

.34. — According  to  a  recent  valuation. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  principal  Inhabitants. 

35. — The  books  are  produced  at  every  Vestry  Meeting, 
for  the  inspection  of  the  Churchwardens  and 

to  have.  v 

35. — We  generally  allow  the  opinions  of  the  principal 
Occupiers  to  be  considered  of  equal  weight, 
whpther  in  ofBce  or  not. 

 1  

— I  am  no  farmer,  and  am  unable  to  answer  this 
question ;  but  it  appears  to  me,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  the  Poor's  Rates  increase  the  Agri- 
cultural Capital  must  decrease. 

36. — Decreasing;  one  cause  of  which  is  certainly  the 
increase  of  population,  and  consequently  of 
Agricultural  Labourers;  which  increase,  I  think, 
may  be  partly  caused  by  the  Lower  Orders 
marrying  without  thinking  or  caring  how  they 
are  to  maintain  a  family,  as  they  know,  how- 
ever large  it  may  chance  to  be,  it  will  be  main- 
tained by  the  parish. 

37.— No. 

37. — Certainly  decreasing ;  and  they  are  not  better 
workmen,  but  I  think  the  contrary,  for  this  reason : 
that  they  receive  as  much  for  doing  compara- 
tively nothing  on  the  parish  account  as  they  do 
from  the  farmers  for  working  hard  for  perhaps 
12  hours,  which,  in  my  opinion,  destroys  the 
industxy  and  independence  of  the  Labourei*. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LITTLE  SHELFORD.  (3) 

STETCHWORTH.  (3) 

Charles  Beales. 

Tiifhfirfi  Ft/linn  -T  P 

Principal  Owner  &  Occupier. 

23. — Many  efforts  have  been  made  to  apportion  the 

labourers  according  to  the  assessment  in  money,  but  any  arrange- 
ment for  this  purpose  has  been  as  often  broken  through  on  the  most 
trivial  pretences,  and  the  labourers  thrown  into  the  gravel-pits. 

28.— No. 

29. — 25.  per  week. 

29. —  No  difference. 

30. — 4s.  6d.  in  the  pound  last  year,  and  rated  at  four 
fifths  of  the  real  value. 

30.— Ffom  2s.  Gd.  to  3s.  6d. 

31. — Increased  6d.  last  year. 

31. — Increased  and  increasing. 

32.— No. 

32.— No. 

33.— 

33. — When  money  is  wanted  the  Rate  is  sanctioned  by 
the  Vicar,  the  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers, 
and  such  Farmers  as  think  fit  to  attend  the 
Vestry,  of  which  notice  is  given  the  preceding 
Sunday. 

34.— 

34. — The  Assessment  is  guided  as  near  as  possible  by 
the  Rent  which  each  person  is  known  to  pay. 

35.— 

35. — There  is  no  particular  form  in  such  small  parishes 
as  this. 

36. — Capital  decreasing  from  high  rents,  increasing 
Poor's  Rates,  and  undiminished  taxation. 

36. — Diminished  very  much  indeed,  and  very  much 
owing  to  the  expenses  connected  with  the  relief 
and  maintenance  of  the  poor. 

37. — Not  increasing,  in  consequence  of  their  being 
thrown  so  frequently  on  the  parish. 

37. — No  difference. 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  IIL 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Cambridge  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SUTTON  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

THORNEY  ABBEY  (Isle  of  Ely).  (2) 

James  Carta  nee, 

Churchwarden. 

William  Hurry,  Overseer. 
T,  Wing,  Thorney  Abbey. 

28.— No. 

28. — During  the  Winter,  according  to  extent  of  Occu- 
pation.                                          IV.  II. 

29.— No. 

- 

29. — None.                                             T.  W. 
None.                                             w.  H. 

30. — 95.  in  the  pound,  at  one  third  of  real  value. 

30.— 2s.  Qd.                                            W.  H. 

31. — The  same  for  both  the  past  years, and  indeed  there 
has  been  little  or  no  variation  for  the  last  10  years. 

31. — Diminished  about  Is.  in  the  pound  during  the 
last  4  years.                                      JV.  H. 

32.— No. 

32.— No.                                                W.  H. 

33. — The  Parishioners,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers 
in  Vestry  assembled. 

Thomas  Upslier. 

33. — The  Overseers  determine  how  much  money  shall 
be  raised  in  the  gross.                       W.  H. 

34. — Decided  at  Vestry  Meetings  convened  for  that 
purpose.                                        T.  U. 

34. — This  was  settled  many  years  ago  by  the  general 
consent  of  the  parishioners.                W.  H. 

35.— 

35. — The  general  management  is  left  to  the  Overseers, 
under  the  occasional  direction  of  the  Vestry. 

W.  H. 

36. — Decreasing,  but  not  wholly  attributable  to  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — I  have  observed  no  material  alteration  in  this  re- 
spect arising  out  of  any  cause  connected  with 
the  Poor  Laws.                               T.  W. 

37. — Not  much  difference. 

37. — I  apprehend  there  is  no  material  change  going  on 
in  this  respect.                               T.  W. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cambridge  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HOLY  TRINITY  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

TRUMPING  T  O  N.  (2) 

L/Hu/((.»  juuotiy,  J.  Overseer*:. 
Edward  Stevens,  i 

fvfinrfffi  1  t/tnin  rr 

late  Assistant  Overseer. 

•28.— No. 

28. — Labourers  are  apportioned  by  the  sura  assessed 
and  extent  of  occupation. 

29. — No  difference  is  made  between  single  and  married 
men  when  their  labour  is  equal. 

29. — None,  unless  paid  from  parish  funds. 

30. — The  Poor's  Rates  were  20^.  in  the  pound  last 

year,  at  one  third  rent  of  land,  and  one-fourth  of  houses. 

30. — 5s-,  estimated  on  half  the  valuation. 

31. — Increased,  and  must  increase,  unless  some  great 

alteration  is  made  in  the  manaeement  of  tlie  Poor. 

31. — Increased  considerably. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  no  parish  requires  one  more; 

t)iit  the  Householders  object,  and  we  believe  they  have  a  mijority 
of  votes.  An  Assistant  Overseer  was  appointed  last  Michaelmas, 
but  discharge'!  at  Lady  Day  j  objected  to  by  the  householders. 

32. — No.  I  was  Assistant  Overseer,  but  we  now  manage 
advantageously  by  a  Board,  consisting  of  the 
Overseers,  Ministers,  and  principal  Inhabitants. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  in  General  Vestry  assembled. 

33. — The  Rate-payers. 

34. — Every  person  is  assessed  according  to  his  property. 

34. — An  assessment  is  made  by  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers,  upon  the  value  of  each  holding 
in  the  parish,  by  which  the  sums  required  of 
each  person  are  apportioned. 

35. — The  Officers  and  the  Parish  always  act  together 
in  Vestry,  which  is  called  together  by  the 
Overseers  when  any  matter  of  importance  is  to 
be  considered. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  only  decide  on  these 
points  at  a  public  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose,  when  the  majority  in  value  of  the 
Rate-payers  generally  attend,  with  the  Vicar. 

36. — Declining,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing 
demands  upon  the  parish  funds,  arising  from 
the  want  of  employment  for  able-bodied  men  in 
the  Winter  season. 

36. — I  should  say  fast  diminishing.  The  Poor  Laws 
provide  for  the  idle  and  worthless,  destroy  the 
interest  of  the  farmer,  and  rob  him  most 
unjustly. 

37. —  We  consider,  generally  speaking,  they  are  not  so 

industrious  in  the  Winter  season.  We  attribute  it  mainly  to  the 
operation  of  the  Allowance  System,  which  enables  the  Labourers, 
particularly  those  with  families,  to  obtain  from  the  Overseers  a 
larger  sum  than  their  earnings  would  amount  to  if  fully  employed. 
In  the  Summer  season  we  perceive  no  material  difference. 

37. — In  this  parish  the  great  proportion  of  Labourers 
are  eminently  industrious.  The  desire  to  be  so, 
I  believe,  is  increasing.  Better  workmen  cannot 
be.  But  the  delinquent  poor  are  the  i-everse ; 
knowing  what  demand  they  can  weekly  make 
upon  the  parish  funds,  they  rapidly  descend  in 
the  scale,  and  will  so  long  as  a  reference  tq 
Magistrates  is  allowed. 

G8c  APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM  [Appendix  (B.) 

County  of  Cambridge — continued. 
ANSWERS, 
WATERBEACH.  (1) 


John  Denson, 

Labourinfj;  Gardener. 


28. — They  are  not. 


29.— 

-No  difference,  except  when  working  for  the  parish. 

30.— 

-From  \s.  6d.  to  2s.  in  the  pound,  Cliurch  and  County  Rate  included. 

31.- 

-Slightly  increased. 

32.- 

-Ours  is  an  open  Vestry;  an  Assistant  Overseer  has  been  appointed  this  year, 
greater  part  of  the  Rate-payers.    This  has  been  done  by  the  large  Occupiers 
£50  to  the  amount  of  6  votes. 

against  the  wishes  of  the 
claiming  a  vote  for  every 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 


34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  regulated  by  a  Valuation  Book,  wherein  each  Occupier  or  Proprietor 
is  supposed  to  be  rated  according  to  the  value  of  the  property  he  holds. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  decide  matters  relating  to  the  Poor,  subject  to  the  interference  of  a  Magistrate. 
The  Overseers  ar6,  in  general,  large  occupiers.  They  contend  they  have  the  power  to  nominate  their 
successors ;  and  as  they  have  the  power  to  give  one  vote  for  every  3^50  rental,  to  the  amount  of  6  votes, 
any  opposition  of  the  small  Proprietors  or  Occupiers  is  nearly  useless.  The  consequence  is,  in  many  cases, 
that  botli  Rate-payers  and  Occupiers  are  dissatisfied. 


36. — If  I  may  judge  from  appearances,  it  is  increasing.    I  attribute  such  increase  in  some  measure  to  the  low 
wages  paid  for  labour. 


37. — In  part,  but  not  generally  so. 


Answers  lo  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  69  c 


County  of  Cambiiidge — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


UPWELL  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 


JV.  Hopkins, 

Overseer. 


28.— 


29.— No. 


30.— 5s. 


31.— 


32.— 


33. —  When  my  Rate  is  nearly  expended,  I  consult  my  Parishioners  upon  the  most  convenient  day.    Our  expenses 
vary  so  little  that  I  can  make  a  tolerably  near  calculation. 


34. — The  Law  decides  that  each  person  shall  pay  at  the  rate  of  so  much  in  the  pound  upon  the  assessed  value  of 
his  holding. 


35. — I  know  of  no  decision  by  any  particular  parties.    People  ahnost  always  are  ready  to  assist  in  laying  a  Rate, 
upon  a  proper  explanation  of  the  Overseer's  accounts. 


36.— Our  Poor  Rates  have  not  varied  any  thing  the  last  7  or  10  years,  so  that  any  Increase  or  Decrease  in  the 
Agricultural  Capital  cannot  be  attributable  to  them ;  but  there  is  a  visible  deficiency  in  paying  the  Rates, 
arisin^T  from  some  cause  or  other. 


37.— I  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  their  habits  of  industry.  There  is,  unfortunately,  more  often  a  want  ot 
work  than  there  should  be,  owing  to  the  confined  means  possessed  by  farmers  'to  employ  them.  The 
occupation  of  the  labourer  is  of  so  uniform  a  nature  that  there  can  be  but  little  alteration  in  his  skill  for 
better  or  worse  ;  some  are,  as  in  all  other  cases,  more  expert  than  others. 


P.L.  (B.)— Paut  III. 


s 
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County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


TYD  ST.  GILES    (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

WIMBLINGTON  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

John  Cooper, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Grant. 

28.— 

• 

28. — Not  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  acres. 

29. — No  diffei-ence  here. 
« 

29.— None. 

30.— 

30. — From  4<s.  to  os.  in  the  pound ;  two  thirds  of  the 
rack  rent. 

3].— 

3L — Much  the  same. 

32.— 

32.— No. 

83. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry. 

James  Smith,  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  a  Vestry  of  the  whole  parisli. 

34. — The  decision  is  formed  on  an  assessment  of  many 
years  standing,  on  the  lands  and  tenements  in 
the  parish,  fixed  upon  and  agreed  to  in  an 
assembled  Vestry  of  the  Inhabitants.       J.  S. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  equalize  at  a 
Vestry  especially  held  for  the  purpose. 

35, — Tlie  Overseers  and  Vestry  decide  all  matters  re- 
lating to  the  Poor,  with  a  reference  in  many 
cases  to  the  Justice  of  the  Peace.    The  manner 
and  degree  in  which  they  interfere  is  agreeably 
to  the  old  system  of  holding  meetings,  and  not 
according  to  the   regulations  of  the  Select 
Vestry  Act.                                     J.  S. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  a  Vestry  of  the  Parishioners 
always  act  together. 

36. — The  amount  ofthe  Farmer's  Capital  has  been  dimi- 
nishing for  some  years ;  but  we  cannot  attribute 
the  decrease  to  the  causes  hei'e  mentioned. 

36. — Diminishing;  not  particularly  from  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — The  Industry  and  Ability  of  the  Labourer  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  very  much  the  same  now  as 
heretofore. 

37. — They  are  certainly  not  so  good  Labourers  as  tliey 
were  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  flc 


County  of  Cambridge — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WIMP  OLE.  (1&3) 

WISBECH  (IsLR  OF  Ely).  (;i) 

Robert  Withers, 

Lund  Agent. 

Jolm  Isley  &  Joseph  Hardmeat  jun.,  Overseers. 
A.  Mills  Si  T.  Clarice,  Distributing  &  Collecting  Overseers. 

28. — Yes.    An  agreement  has  existed  for  two  or  three 

veai-s  among  all  the  Farmers  and  other  Rate-payeis  to  take  their 
share  of  labourers,  accoiding  to  their  assessment  ;  but  the  Farmers 
complain  loudly  of  this  system. 

28.— 

29. — From  25.  to  3s.  a  week.     1  he  married  men  have 
9s.  a  week;  the  single  men  and  lads,  6s.  to  7s. 
• 

c\  f\            T^T         1  •  /Y*                          •/'111                  *  1 

29. — No  dmerence,  it  the  labour  is  equal. 

30. — Usually  3s.  at  rack  rent;  but  if  the  system  of 

apportioning  labourers  were  not  adopted,  the  Rates  would  lie  nearly 
double. 

30.— 

3L — The  same. 

3L— 

.                                         Till                          •  1 

32. — No.    Permanent  Overseers  should  be  appointed. 

32— 

33. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

• 

33. — The  Rates  are  laid  by  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry 
convened  for  the  purpose,  when  the  preceding- 
Rate  is  nearly  expended  ;  and  the  amount  of 
the  Rate  is  fixed  by  the  advice  of  the!|Pverseers. 

34. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

34'. — The  parish  is  under  a  regular  assessment  made 
some  years  ago  upon  two  thirds  *  of  the  Rental 
of  the  property,  and  each  Parishioner  pays 
accordingly. 

*  Three  fourilis  by  Girdlestone,  Wing,  and  Jackson's 
return. 

.35. — All  questions  are  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

• 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  act  together.  Tho 
Overseers   recommend  the  amount  ot  Rate 
likely  to  be  required,  and  which  is  seldoin 
opposed  by  the  Parish  in  Public  Vestry. 

• 

36. — Diminishing  rapidly.    A.  great  dealer  in  artificial 
manures  told  me  lately,  that  tlie  Farmers  in 
Cambridgeshire  purchased  of  him  no  more  than 
i£^2,000  worth  of  such  manures  last  year  (1831), 
whereas  the  usual  annual  amount  has  been 
.^4,000.    Consequently  the  soil  much  deterio- 
rates. 

3G. — Decreasing  for  some  time  past,  but  certainly  not 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Diminished.    They  place  too  great  dependence 
on  the  Poor  Rates, 

37. — Diminishing. 

72c  APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM  [Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Cambridge — cont'mued. 
ANSWER  S. 

WISBECH  ST.  MARY  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

WISBECH  ST.  PETER  (Isle  of  Ely).  (3) 

Joseph  Gilhy, 

Acting  Overseer. 

Robert  Hardwicke, 
Senior  Magistrate  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — No  difference. 

• 

30.— 

1  SC- 

31.— 

SI.— 

32. — 

6d. — 

33. — When  the  Overseer  wants  money,  notice  is  given 
in  church  and  in  the  chapel  of  ease  ;  and  as  our 
parish  is  large,  notice  is  sent  to  every  parisliioner, 
tliaka  meeting  will  be  held  to  lay  a  rate.    The  Rate 
is  laid  or  refused  according  to  a  majority  of  votes  of 
the  Parishioners  assembled. 

33.— 

31. — A  certain  price  per  acre  is  affixed  upon  land 
according  to  its  quality,  and  is  called  its  Rental. 
The  Rates  are  assessed  and  levied  at  a  certain 
sum  in  the  pound  upon  such  Rental.  Houses 
are  also  assessed  in  fair  proportion  to  the  land. 

34.— 

35. — Overseers,  Chnrchwardens,  and  Parishioners  have 
equal  voice  in  the  Vestry,  according  to  their 

1                                                                                       J  ^  CD 

quality  and  quantity  of  land  ;  no  one  having 
more  than  six  votes  nor  less  than  one  (as  per 
Act),  except  the  Chairman,  who  has  the  casting 
vote. 

35.— 

36. —  Has  decreased  for  some  yeai'S  past;  not,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  attributed  to  any  defect  in  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— 

3T. — Does  not  appear  to  us  that  any  alteration  for  the 
worse  is  perceptible  in  the  Labourer.  Low 
wages  may  make  men  appear  worse  workmen 

37.— 

than  formerly  they  were. 


Answers  to  Questioiis.J     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  CHESTER — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


AUDLEM  Township. 

BOSTOCK  Township.  (3) 

George  Clarke, 

Overseer. 

James  France  France, 

J.  P. 

28. — No. 

Zo.— 

29.— No. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — 5*. ;  at  upwards  of  3-4ths  of  the  annual  Rents. 

30.— 

31. — Increased  a  little. 

31.— 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  from  which  some  benefit  is  de- 

riTed  ;  the  wants  of  the  poor  duly  considered,  aiid  much  trouble 
and  expense  in  attending  Magistrates  saved.    No  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— 

33. — The  two  Overseers  and  the  Select  Vestry,  who 

meet  once  a  fortnight  at  the  Poor-house,  generally,  to  decide  what 
gum  shall  be  raised  by  a  Rate  or  Assessment  for  the  relief  of 
the  Poor.  The  Assessment  is  afterwards  signed  by  two  Magis- 
trates, aud  published  in  Church  before  any  collection  takes 

UtaUC  U  y  lllC  KJ  TCI  3Cd  *        X  llci  C  dl     lUUl    XVdlCb  111  lllc    y  Co*  >  til  US 

agreed  upon  and  allowed,  collected  quarterly. 

John  Snow,  Overseer. 

33. — A  Parish  meeting. 

34. — A  valuation  or  survey  of  the  buildings,  lands, 

tithes  and  premises  in  the  Townsliip  was  made  by  competent 
Surveyors  a  few  years  ago  ;  and  the  Rate  or  Assessment  is  made 
upon  such  survey  ;  sometimes  at  lod.  or  15  rf.  or  20  d.  in  the 
pound,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.  All  buildings  erected  and 
occupied  since  the  survey,  have  been  ordered  b3'  the  Overseers 
and  Select  Vestry  to  be  surveyed  and  added  to  the  Rate  or 
Assesment.                                                 J.  S, 

34. — There  was  a  very  minute  Parish  survey  made  not 

many  years  ago,  and  by  this  each  inhabitant  is  rated,  and  of 
course  if  any  error  is  made  by  the  Overseer,  it  is  easily  detected 
and  put  to  rights.    Any  new  buildings  are  rated  by  the  Over- 
seer (generally  assisted  by  the  Parishioners  at  a  monthly  meet- 
ing) to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  in  the  same  ratio  of  value  as 
the  Parish  Survey  Book.    Should  any  difference  of  opinion 
arise,  a  reference  has  usually  been  made  to  a  land  valuer. 

35. —  Vide  two  preceding  Answers.               J,  S. 

35- — Upon  the  commencement  of  the  year,  when  the 
new  Overseer  comes  into  office,  a  Parish  meeting  is 
held,  when  an  Assessment  is  made  equal  in  amount 
to  the  probable  sum  required,  (that  of  the  former 
year  is  the  usual  criterion)  which  is,  after  being  al- 
lowed, &c.  collected  at  four  different  times.  Should 
this  eventually  be  found  insufficient,  the  requisite 
sum  is  collected  on  the  previous  Rate  to  reimburse 
the  Overseer  previous  to  his  going  out  of  office ; 
and  if  the  original  sum  collected  is  more  than  is 
required,  the  surplus  is  handed  over  to  the  succeed- 

86.— 

36.— Diminishing  considerably ;  but  the  Poor's  Rate 
for  the  last  five  years  has  varied  little. 

37.— 

37. — The  Beer  Bill  has  been  the  greatest  curse  upon  the 
neighbourhood ;  a  shop  for  its  sale  is  established 
close  to  every  salt-work,  frequently  kept  by  the 
overlooker  of  the  pans  and  boilers;  and  the  men 
having  to  pass  much  time  in  the  boiling-houses  and 
in  steam  are  naturally  thirsty,  and  spend  a  great 
part  of  their  earnings  in  the  beer-shop,  instead  o*" 
taking  them  to  their  families, 
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County  of  Chester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHILDER  THORNTON  Township.  (2) 

DUTTON  Township.  (3) 

Lroxton  Johnson, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Burgess, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

00  TVn 

•40.  il  0. 

29.— None. 

29.— Yes. 

30. — \s.  6d.  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — Poor,  Church  and  County,  near  3*. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

31.^ — Increased. 

32.— No. 

32. — Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseers  demand  the  Rates  from  the  occu- 
piers, by  the  authority  of  the  Magistrates,  who 
determine  what  will  be  necessary  for  the  rehef  of 
the  Poor;  and  that  sum  is  accordingly  collected. 

33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Rate- 
payers, by  Assessments  on  the  pound  Rate. 

34. — Each  rate-payer  pays  so  much  in  the  pound,  ac- 
cording to  his  assessed  property,  by  the  same 
authority. 

34. — The  Overseers,  on  a  valuation  made  by  some 
sworn  Land  Surveyor. 

35. — The  Vestiy  does  not  interfere  in  Township  matters ; 
they  are  kept  separate  from  the  Parish  accounts. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing ;  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 
• 

36.— 

37. — Labour  diminishing  ;  men  as  good  as  ever. 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.                            7.S  c 

County  of  CiiKSTEu — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

EASTHAM  AND  HOOTON  Townships.  (2) 

HANDFORTH-cuM-BOSDEN.  (3) 

Eastham,  John  Pickering,  "1  Overseers. 
Hooton,  Joseph  Bedson,  J 

28.— No. 

Daniel  Shaw, 

Overseer. 

28.  No. 

29. — None. 

29. — No  distinction  in  general. 

30. — About  3s.  6c?.  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — From  5  s.  to  7  s.,  estimated  at  nearly  Rack-rent. 

31. — Very  little  variation  for  several  years. 

31. — Much  the  same  as  last  year. 

32.— None. 

32. — We  have  both,  and  believe  the  Vestry  Act  to  be 
of  great  benefit. 

33. — The  Overseer. 

33. — ^The  Overseers,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Select 
Vestry. 

34.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the 

sanction  of  the  general  Town's  meeting.  An  old  assessment  of 
tlie  Township,  made  upwards  of  30  years  ago,  is  generally  fol- 
lowed ;but  when  new  buildings  are  erected,  old  ones  improved, 
or  any  great  change  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  property,  it 
is  usual,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  to  authorize  the 
Churchwarden,  Overseers,  Constable,  and  some  intelligent  in- 
habitants, to  assess  the  new  buildings,  &c.  in  proportion  to  the 
existing  assessment  of  property  of  similar  value,  and  to  revise 
and  adjust  the  Rate  when  there  is  any  manifest  inequality. 

35. — The  Vestry  does  not  interfere  in  Township  mat- 
ters, being  separate  from  Parish  accounts. 

• 

35. — When  the  Overseers  want  money,  they  apprise 
the  belect  Vestry  or  it,  who  then  uiquire  who  are  m 
arrear.  If  they  are  satisfied  that  the  Rate  has  been 
nearly  co!lected,  they  sanction  a  new  one  of  20  rf.  in 
the  pound,  and  direct  the  Overseers  to  summon  such 
defaulters  on  the  old  Rate  as  they  consider  ought 
not  to  be  excused.  Generally  three  or  four  Rates 
are  granted  in  the  year.  The  decision  of  the  annual 
Town's  meeting  is  considered  conclusive.  The 
Rate-payers  are  generally  so  well  aware  of  the  great 
expense,  difficulty  and  litigation,  from  a  new  assess- 
ment, that  they  avoid  it  so  long  as  they  can  approxi- 
mate towards  an  equitable  arrangement. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  attributable  to  any  such 
cause. 

36.— 

37. — No  difference  of  importance. 

37.— 
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County  of  Chester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  A  N  D  I  C  A  N.  (3) 

LEFTWICH  Township.  (3) 

William  Quick,  Overseer. 
(Ja»  Ball,  jun.  &  Jn'  Broster,  Overseers.  33,  34,  35.) 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  acreage. 

John  Brussey, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

29. — No. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — From  \s.Gd.  to  2  s. 

30. — 3  s.  Land  rated  on  3-4ths,  and  Houses  and 
Buildings  at  2-3ds  of  the  annual  value. 

31. — Increased. 

31.— No. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Both,  since  the  Act  for  that  purpose,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Township  has  been  more  strictly  attended  to,  both 
in  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  Rates,  &c. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  are  in  the  habit 
of  unanimously  agreeing  to  the  Assistant  Over- 
seer's application  for  a  Rate. 

34. — The  Overseers. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry,  assembled  at  a 
meeting. 

35.— No  Vestry ;  decided  by  the  Overseers. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  have  always 
decidpd  thpKP  matters  I  can  sav  to  mv  know— 
ledge  for  the  last  20  years,  after  a  colloquial 
conversation,  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

36.— 

« 

36. — Rather  upon  the  decline ;  not  attributed  to  the 
Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

37. — The  estabhshing  of  beer-shops  has  a  most  inju- 
rious effect  upon  the  lower  classes,  who  are  often 
induced  tospend  a  part  of  their  earnings  in  them. 
Within  half  a  mile  from  a  certain  point  in  this 
parish,  there  were  three  old  public-houses ; 
since  the  Act  passed,  there  h^ve  been  14  new 
beer-shops  opened. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMTSSTONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Chester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LITTLE  LEIGH  Township.  (3) 

LEIGHTON  Township  (Nantwich  Parish.)  (3) 

John  Massey, 

Overseer. 

IVilliatn  IVoolleyf 

Overseer. 

OR  N^rtt  annortionpfl  at  all. 

28. — Accordino"  to  the  size  oi'  farms. 

29. — No  difFcrence  if  employed  by  individuals. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — 4s.  on  two-thirds  of  the  value. 

30.— 4  s.  Qd. 

31. — A  little  decreased. 

3 1 . — Increasing. 

• 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  we  consider  has 
done  no  haiTo. 

32. — Serve  Overseer  in  rotation. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry. 

34. — By  a  valuation  of  all  rateable  property  made  by 
a  regular  licensed  valuer. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  an  old  valuation  or  assumed  ren- 
tal of  the  Township,  made  perhaps  more  than 
60  years  ago.  A  few  years  since,  certain  cot- 
tages and  lands  not  included  in  the  old  valua- 
tion, were  assessed  in  the  same  proportion  by 
the  Overseers. 

35. — In  equal  degree. 

35. — When  the  Overseers  want  money,  they  make 
out  their  assessments,  which  the  Select  Vestry 
always  allow,  by  signing  their  names  as  a  matter 
of  course,  for  they  always  decide  what  money 
shall  be  laid  out  by  the  Overseers. 

36  

36.— 

37.— 

37.— 
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County  of  Chester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 

OVERPOOL  Township  (Eastham  Parish.)  (2) 

ROSTHERNE  Township.  (3) 

Robert  Jones., 

Overseer. 

28. — According  to  occupation. 

If^ ,  Carter, 

Tatton  Park,  Knutsford. 

28. —  M 

29. — No  difference  whatever. 

29. — No  difference.  m 

30. — 2  s.  Qd.  at  three-fourths  of  rent. 

30.—  J 

31. — Increased. 

31.—  1 

32. — None. 

32.—  1 

33. — The  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseer  collects  as  many  levies,  at  6d.  in 
the  pound,  as  he  finds  necessary. 

34.— 

» 

34. — Decided  by  an  equal  valuation  of  all  the  rateable 
property. 

35. — The  Vestry  does  not  interfere. 

35. — The  relief  given  to  each  applicant  (when  it  is  not 
fixed  by  a  Magistrate's  order)  is  agreed  upon 
at  a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Overseers  and  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  at  which  all  matters  relating 
to  the  Township  are  settled. 

•» 

36. — It  is  diminishing,  and  an  increase  of  Poor  Rates. 

36. — Diminishing;   not  particularly  from  any  cause 
connected  with  the  Poor  Laws,  but  from  the 
general  depression  of  Agriculture. 

37. — Some  are  certainly  much  more  sober  and  indus- 
trious than  others,  as  I  conceive  has  always  been 
the  case ;  workmen  much  the  same. 

37. — There  is  no  difference,  excepting  where  a  man  is 
disposed  to  be  idle.  He  now  knows  better  than 
formerly  that  the  Parish  must  keep  him,  and 
may  be  more  inclined  to  indulge  himself. 

to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  79  c 

County  of  Cheshire — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  SUTTON.  (2) 

LITTLE  SUTTON.  (2) 

Joseph  OdkcSy 

Overseer. 

,    Richard  Amery, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — According  to  occupation. 

29, — No  difference  whatever. 

29. — No  difference  whatever. 

30.— 2s.  Gd.  at  three-fourths  of  the  Rent. 

30. — 2  s.  6  c?.,  at  three-fourths  of  Rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — None. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  majority  of  the  Lay  payers. 

33.— 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Rate-payers  levy  the  Rates 
on  a  regular  assessment.   Whenever  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  fresh  regulations,  they  act  accord- 
ing to  their  judgment. 

34. — A  regular  assessment  is  made  on  the  inhabitants 
of  two-thirds  of  the  actual  rental,  at  25.  in  the 
pound. 

• 

35. — The  Overseers  never  act  but  w^ith  the  approbation 
of  the  majority  of  the  Lay  payers. 

35. — When  particular  questions  arise  requiring  inves- 
tigation, they  are  decided  by  a  majority  of  Rate- 
payers. 

36. — Diminishing,  and  an  increase  of  Poor  Rates. 

36. — Diminishing,  and  we  attribute  it  to  an  increase  in 
Poor  Rates. 

37. — Some  more  sober  and  industrious  than  others,  as 
has  always  been  the  case.  Workmen  much  the 
same. 

37. — Some  more  sober  and  industrious  than  others. 

\ 


80  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Chester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


THELWALL  Township  (Runcorn  Parish.)  (3) 


Peter  Hedgcock, 

Acting  Overseer. 


28.— 


29.— No. 


WHITBY  Township  (Eastham  Parish.)  (2) 


Joseph  Carter, 
{John  Pickeri7ig,  3:i,  34,  35.) 


28. — They  are  apportioned. 


29. — No  difference. 


30.- 


30. — 2s.  Id. 


31.— 


31. — Increased. 


32.— 


33. — Lay  payers  generally. 


34. — Lay  payers ;  each  Rale-payer  pays  25.  6d.  in  the 
pound,  at  three-fourths  of  his  known  Rent. 


32. — None. 


33. — The  Overseer. 


J.  P. 


34. — The  Overseer. 


J.  P. 


35. — ^The  acting  Overseer  meets  the  Lay  payers  once 
a  month,  and  they  consult  on  all  matters  that 
may  come  before  them. 


35. — No  one  interferes  but  the  presiding  Overseer. 


36. —  Diminishing  ;  and  we  attribute  such  diminution 
to  many  causes  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws. 


36. — Diminishing ;  but  from  no  cause  connected  wit 
the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Diminishing;  and  (with  few  exceptions)  worse 
workmen,  by  reason  of  idleness  and  drunken- 
ness. 


37. — As  usual. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  CORNWALL  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.   AGNES.  (3) 

ST.  ANTONY  IN  THE  EAST.  (1} 

liegirifild  Pole  Carew, 

A  Member  of  the  Select  Vesirv. 

2S. — No  labourer  apportioned  since  1818. 

28.~ 

29. — Not  any. 

29. — None. 

30. — Poor  Rate  ts.  6(1.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of 

tile  Renlal.  Road  Rate,  Church  Rate,  and  Land  Tax,  about  2S.  6d. 
ill  the  pound. 

30.— 

31. — Not  since  1818,  when  we  entered  upon  our  sys- 
tem of  managing  the  poor. 

31.— 

32. — No.     Two  Overseers,  two  Assistant  Overseers, 

an  open  Weekly  Vestry,  and  a  Check  Clerk.  In  i8i8our  Rates 
amounted  to   more  than  .£4,000  ;  for  many  years  past  it  has 
iiverajed  £i,6cc. 

32. — 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  expenditure  of  the  past  year,  and  such  know- 

ledge  as  can  be  previously  obtained  of  the  prob.ible  increase  or 
diminution  of  expense  during  the  current  year,  form  the  ground 
on  which  the  Overseers  decide.  Should  the  sums  first  decided  on 
prove,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  insufficient,  the  Overseers,  of 
their  own  authority,  continue  to  levy  such  additional  sums  as  will 
cover  the  whole  demands.  Should  there  be  any  surplus,  it  is 
handed  over  to  the  succeeding  Overseers. 

31. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  was 
fixed  by  a  select  number  appointed  for  that 
purpose  at  a  Special  Vestry  in  1828. 

34). — It  is  the  duty  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers annually  to  assess  all  the  property  of  the  parish  liable  to  the 
Rate,  to  the  best  of  their  judgment.  Such  Assessment  being  made 
and  allowed  by  two  Justices  of  the  vicinage,  and  published  on  the 
next  Sunday  after  its  allowance,  becomes  the  legal  authority  for 
the  collection  of  the  Rates  in  the  proportions  assessed  on  each 
payer,  unless  the  Rate  is,  within  a  limited  time,  appealed  against, 
and  either  quashed  or  amended  by  the  authority  of  the  Magistrates 
at  Quarter  Sessions, 

35. — The  Vestry  do  not  interfere  with  Cliurchwardens 

special  Vestry  in  1828  appointed  the  above  per- 
sons to  fix  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate- 
payer. 

^•5- — The  Vestry  does  not  in  general  interfere  in  the 
making  or  altering  Assessments,  unless  specially 
called  upon  so  to  do  either  by  an  aggrieved 
party,  or  by  the  Overseers  in  aid  of  their  judg- 
ment ;  in  which  cases  they  sometimes,  in  an 
equitable  adjustment  of  the  Rate,  prevent  litiga- 
tion. Generally  speaking,  a  Rate,  once  fairly 
made,  is  acquiesced  in  for  many  years,  without 
alteration,  unless  any  mcirked  change  in  circum- 
stances happens  to  have  produced  any  great 
inequality  in  the  Assessment. 

3G. — A  great  number  of  Cottages  has  been  built,  and 
Common  cultivated,  by  the  labouring  class,  in 
consequence  of  the  Poor  Rates  being  so  low 
since  1818. 

3G. — The  continually  increasing  burden  of  the  Poor 
Rate  operates  as  a  great  discouragement  to  the 
employment  of  Capital  in  agricultural  labour 
and  speculation.  Those,  however,  who  are 
engaged  in  it  are  unwilling  to  withdraw,  and 
vyould  find  some  difficulty  in  adopting  another 
line  of  life. 

37. — llie  Labourers  who  occupy  the  Cottages  and 
small  portions  of  Land  are  very  industrious, 
particularly  so  since  1818,  as  the  Rates  on  their 
Cottages  and  Land  are  greatly  reduced  since 
that  period,  prior  to  which  the  Truck  System 
was  practised  l)y  the  Overseers. 

37. — Tile  Labourers  of  this  parish  appear  to  be  less 
able-bodied  men  than  those  of  former  davs  ; 
attributable,  perhaps,  to  a  want  of  food  su'ffi- 
cienlly  nutritious  in  die  early  part  of  their  lives, 
and  especially  to  too  great  a  use  of  that  anti- 
nutritious  herb  called  tea. 
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County  of  Cornwall  —  continued^ 


ANSWERS. 


BOTUSFLEMING. 

William  May, 

Overseer. 


(3) 


28.-No. 


BURYAN  DEANERY,  comprising  the  Parishes  of 
BuRYAN,  Sennen,  and  St.  Levan.  (2) 

John  Paynter. 


28. — Roundsmen   are  apportioned  according  to  tlie 
Rent. 


29. — From  Is.  to  2s.  per  week. 


30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent. 


31. — Stationary. 


32.— Neither. 


33. 


34. 


35.— 


36. — Decreasing  most  certainly,  the  sole  cause  of  which 
is  Tithes  and  Taxes. 


37. — The  Labourers  that  have  small  families  and  good 
masters  are  as  industrious  as  ever,  but  the  oppo- 
site class  have  lost  their  independence,  through 
extreme  poverty. 


29.— None. 


30. — About  six  per  cent.,  estimated  at  rack  rent. 


31. — They  have  been  pretty  steady  for  some  years. 


32  We  have  not. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


35. — The  Vestry  have  a  certain  influence,  no  doubt.  In 
case  a  new  valuation  of  the  parish  should  be 
called  for,  the  Vestry  would  name  the  Surveyors. 


36. — It  is  increasing ;  this  may  be  attributed  to  the 
frugal  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  this 
neighbourhood. 


37. — Their  Industry  is  increasing,  and  they  are,  on  the 
whole,  better  workmen  than  formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cornwall  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CAL  STOCK.  (3) 

C  A  R  D  Y  N  H  A  M.  (3) 

William  Crocker,  Acting  Overseer. 
Samson  Trelwing,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

George  Kiddle,  Overseer. 
John  Stevens,  Vestry  Clerk,  33,  34,  35. 

28,  If  it  was  enacted,  that  three  fifths  of  those  who 

attended  the  Vestry  should  send  the  Labourers 
round  to  the  Farmers,  it  would  be  beneficial. 

28._No. 

29. — I  think  individuals  pay  the  Labourers  according 
to  the  work  they  do ;  good  Labourers  get  more 
than  poor. 

29. — Not  when  employed  by  private  individuals. 

30. — About  10s.  in  the  pound,  real  value. 

30. — On  an  average,  about  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the 
rack  rent. 

31. — Increased. the  last  year  very  much. 

3L — Diminished,  owing  merely  to  casual  circumstances. 

32. — Yes ;  only  begun  two  months  ago ;  expect  it  will 
have  a  good  effect. 

32  No. 

33, — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners  in 
Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time  being; 
and  when  any  alterations  are  to  be  made,  it  is 
referred  to  a  Public  Vestry. 

34. — The  Overseers,  by  preparing  an  assessment  in 
conjunction  with  the  Churchwardens,  which  is 
allowed  by  the  Magistrates. 

35. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Vestry  decide  all  matters 
relative  to  parish  business. 

35. — The  decision  generally  rests  with  the  Overseers, 
and  m  case  they  do  not  decide,  it  is  submitted 
to  the  Vestry  Clerk. 

• 

36. — I  rather  think  decreasing,  owing  partly  to  the 
great  Distress  of  the  times,  and  the  Rates  being 
so  very  high. 

36.— 

37. — I  think  the  Industry  of  the  Labourers  very  dif- 
ferent ;  some  continue  to  be  industrious,  while 
others  are  very  idle.  Those  who  have  land 
attached  to  their  cottages  are  the  most  indus- 
trious. 

37.— 
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County  of  Cornwall — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  T.  C  O  L  U  M  B  MINOR.  (2) 

ST.  EN  ODER.  (3) 

John  Nicholls, 

S.  M.  H'alkcr, 

Vicar. 

28. — From  1822  to  1829  various  plans  were  adopted, 
and  at  some  limes  there  were  as  many  as  36  men  out 
of  employ,  and  we  found  taking  them  by  the  Rale  lo 
be  tlie  best  plan. 

28.— No. 

29. — Only  when  employed  by  the  Rate,  and  then  not  to 
any  great  extent. 

29. — Very  little. 

30. — Poor  Rates  A<s.,  estimated  at  two  tliirds  ot  the 
annual  value. 

'10   "-^c  (^fl  in  thp  TioiiiHi.  ^^^PK  i\^nt 

31. — Increased,  but  not  by  the  want  of  employment. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — We  had,  but  found  no  benefit,  and  it  was  dis- 
continued. 

32.— No. 

33. — At  the  half-yearly  Vestry  the  Overseers  state  the 
amount  of  their  disbursements  in  the  previous 
six  months,  and  a  sufficient  sum  is  then  allowed 
by  the  Vestry. 

33. — The  four  Overseers. 

31. — The  Rate  is  made  and  levied  by  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers,  and,  being  signed  by 
the  Justices,  is  read  over  at  a  Vestry  for  the 
purpose  of  marking  "  poor"  against  the  names 
of  Labourers,  and  such  persons  as  are  con- 
sidered unable  to  pay,  who  are  thereupon  ex-  ^ 
empted. 

34.  — The  same. 

35. — A  majority  of  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  has 
sometimes  made  a  Rate,  and  got  it  signed  by 
the  Justices,  and  levied  it  against  the  consent 
of  the  minority  of  the  Officers  and  a  major  part 
of  the  Vestry. 

• 

35. — The  Overseers,  having  added  together  their  several 
disbui'sements,  make  the  rate  on  the  inhabitants 

ill     VJl  \JlJ\Jl  LIV^LJ^    VV111V_11            oWILlCLltllV^o     /^O*    kJLv*  ilUK^l 

sometimes  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  one  third  of 
the  rack  rent,  and  is  collected  twice  a  year. 

3G. — Capital  has  been  increasing  for  the  last  3  or  4 
years,  and  I  attribute  it  to  good  crops,  &c., 
enabling  the  Farmers  to  cultivate  their  lands 
better. 


37. — The  greater  part  are  very  industrious.  I  should 
think  they  are  at  least  not  worse  than  they  were 
30  years  since;  but  certainly  they  are  l)ettcr 
than  they  were  5  years  since,  when  they  found 
their  employ  from  the  Overseer. 


36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 


n. — Diminishing,  decidedly.    Worse  Workmen,  de- 
cidedly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  H5  c 


County  of  Cornwall  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  EWE.  (2) 

William  Colliver,  Assistant  Overseer. 
JV.  H.  Tremayne,  J.  P.  for  Hundred  of  Powder,  to  which  most 
of  the  answers  apply. 

FALMOUTH.  (3) 

Jacob  Hamblen, 

Overseer. 

28.— No.                                                 JV.  C. 

28. — Not  applicable  to  this  parish. 

29.— No.                                                 fV.  C. 
None.                                          W.  H.  T. 

29. — No  difference  that  I  am  aware  of. 

30, — From  5s.  to  6s.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent. 

W.C. 

30. — Estimated  at  4c?.  in  the  pound,  averaging  2s.  id. 
per  annum  at  rack  rent. 

31. —  Rather  diminished.  W.C. 

31. — Rather  increased,  but  nothing  material. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer  ap- 
pointed this  year  only.                       W.  C. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  very  efficient  Assistant 
Overseer. 

33. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Vestry,  according  to  the 

money  expended.                                                  W.  C. 
The  Vestry.    At  the  Monthly  Vestry  in  the  sixth  month  of  the 
parochial  year,  the  Expenditure  of  the  preceding  five  months  u 
taken  out,  and  an  Estimate  made  for  the  current  month.  As  many 
Bates  are  then  ordered  as  will  meet  the  sum  total.    In  the  last 
month  a  similar  process  takes  place,  with  the  addition  of  the 
annual  bills.                                                        JV.  H.  T. 

33. — The  Overseers,  subject  to  a  revision  and  settle- 
ment of  a  General  Vestry. 

34. — We  have  an  old  valuation,  and  make  the  Rate  by 
that.                                                W.  a 
The  Rate  has  been  established  for  many  years, 
and  has  been  seldom  altered,  except  in  case  of 
great  hardship,  or  where  new  property  is  to  be 
rated.                                        W.  11.  T. 

34. — A  General  Vestry  of  the  Inhabitants. 

35. — The  Overseers  give  their  opinions  in  the  Vestry 
as  any  other  man  would.     We  nave  never  had 
any  actual  division.                      W.  H.  T. 

r 

35. — There  are  two  Overseers,  aided  by  an  Assistant, 
each  of  whom  have  equal  voices  in  Vestry. 

36. — I  think  it  has  been  lately  increasing,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  two  last  having  been  good  years 
to  the  Farmer,  particularly  the  last.    I  do  not 
attribute  it  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
Poor  Laws.                                  W.  H.  T. 

36. — Increasing,  but  by  no  means  attributable  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  from  local 
circumstances. 

37. — I  believe  tliere  is  little  difference.       W.  H.  T. 

57. — The  Industry  of  Labourers  is  certainly  increasing 
rather  than  diminishing;  but  their  labour  is 
not  confined  to  agricultural  pursuits,  but  to 
porterage  on  the  quays  and  wharfs,  and  as 
fishermen. 
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County  of  Cornwall — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  GLUVIAS.  (3) 

G  W  E  N  N  A  P.  (2) 

George  Roivc,     \  civpr<ffr« 
■n-  }     1  T>          f  uverseers. 
Jtichard  Hogers,  ) 

William  Marsh, 

Vicar. 

28.— No. 

28  

29. — None. 

£\f\         XT      J]  ICC     „  « 

29. — JNo  dmerence. 

30. — About  35.  6rf.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  5-6ths  of 
the  rack  rent. 

30.— 

3] . — Not  much  ahered  for  the  last  five  years. 

31.— 

32.— No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  we 
think,  with  good  effect. 

od.  

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  out  a 
Rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  and  have  it  allowed  by 
the  Magistrates  and  published  in  Church,  and 
then  collect  it.  The  number  of  such  Rates  in  each 
year  is  variable,  and  only  known  to  the  assembled 
Vestry  at  the  end  oi  each  year.            (j.  M. 

33. — The  Parishioners  assembled  in  General  Monthly 
Vestry,  assisted  by  the  Overseers. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  the 
Rates  ;  and  when  any  Rate-payer  deems  himself 
overcharged,  he  usually  makes  his  first  objection 
to  the  next  Monthly  Vestry  ;  if  still  dissatisfied, 
he  then  makes  his  Appeal  according  to  Law. 

G.  li. 

34. — The  amount  is  already  fixed  by  a  general  valua- 
tion of  the  Property  in  the  parish. 

35.— 

35. --The  Vestry  are  influenced  in  their  deliberations 
rliipflv  bv  thp  renort  of  the  Overspprs.  Tf  anv 
Rate-payer  feels  that  his  Property  has  been  over- 
rated, and  complains  to  the  Vestry  accordingly, 
the  Overseers,  assisted  by  a  third  competent  and 
disinterested  person,  are  requested  to  view  the 
Property,  and  lay  their  valuation  before  the 
next  Vestry,  when  the  Parishioners  decide  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case,  as  reported. 

36. — The  Capital  we  believe  to  be  diminishing,  and  we 
partly  attribute  it  to  the  increase  of  Poor  Rates 
(owing  to  a  want  of  sufficient  regular  employ- 
ment for  the  Poor),  and  partly  to  too  high 
Rents. 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  not  diminishing,  but  the 
Poor's  Rates  bear  so  heavily  on  our  small 
Farmers  as  to  allow  of  little  increase. 

• 

37. —  Not  much  difference,  but  if  any  thing  rather 
worse. 

37. — In  this  mining  district,  owing  to  the  low  price  of 
Copper,  the  Industry  of  the  Miner  is  increased 
of  necessity.  He  is  a  more  skilful  workman 
than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cornwall  — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  IVE.  (3) 

K  E  A.  (3) 

John  Dunn, 

Curate. 

John  Dunstan  &  William  Crago,  Assistant  Overseers. 
Edward  Frideaux,  Overseer,  66,  64,  oo. 

28.— According  to  the  rated  value;  but  only  as  to  the 
redundant  Labourers. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — None,  except  in  respect  of  inferiority  of  labour. 

30. — 25.  9|£?.  in  the  year  1831,  at  the  actual  rent. 

30. — 55.  in  the  pound,  at  the  real  value. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

32.— No. 

32. — Yes,  and  an  Assistant   Overseer,  the  result  ot 
which  has  been  very  favourable. 

33. — The  Overseers  give  an  account  at  a  Vestry  Meeting 
of  the  expenses  of  the  preceding  quarter  ;  and  then, 
as  it  is  probable  that  the  expenses  of  tlie  next  will  be 
nearly  equal  to  those  of  the  last  quarter,  the  Over- 
seers name  the  number  of  rates  to  be  collected,  and 
the  Parishioners  in  general  agree  to  it. 

33.— The  Select  Vestry.                               E.  P. 

34). — It  must  depend  on  the  amount  at  which  the  estate 
of  each  individual  is  rated.  This  point  is  either 
decided  by  the  Parishioners  themselves,  in  case 
they  are  unanimous  in  opinion,  or  else  they  call 
in  the  assistance  of  Surveyors,  to  whose  judgment 
they  are  obliged  to  submit. 

34.— The  Select  Vestry.                               E.  P. 

35. — The  Parish  Officers,  in  most  cases,  wish  to  act  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Parishioners;  but  the 
Overseers  and  Churchwardens  alone,  supposing 
they  agree  among  themselves,  could  make  any 
Rate  or  Assessment  they  might  think  necessary  ; 
and  the  Magistrates  are  necessitated  by  Law  to 
sign  it. 

35. — Jointly  decided  by  the  Select  Vestry,  Church- 
wai'dens,  and  Overseers.                     E.  P. 

36. — It  may  possibly  be  diminishing,  for  the  present, 
in  a  small  degree. 

36. — Pretty  stationary. 

37. — Diminishing.  Many  can  work  well  still,  but 
perhaps  the  stimulus  is  not  so  great  as  it  was 
during  the  war. 

37.  We  have  reason  to  believe  the  Labourers  are  less 

industrious  than  formerly ;  and  we  attribute  this 
change  to  the  very  pernicious  Beer-shops  so 
prevalent  around  us. 
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County  of  Cornwall — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  KEW.  (3) 

LANDEWEDNACK  or  LIZARD.  (1) 

John  Glencrcft,  Officiating  Minister, 
and  a  Special  Vestry. 

H.  T.  Cuuhon, 

Rector. 

28. — Not  equally  apportioned. 

28. — Only  during  two  or  three  months  in  the  Winter, 
when  two  or  three  are  apportioned  at  Is.  4t/.  a 
day  wages  each. . 

29. — None. 

29. — No  difference. 

30.— Poor  Rates,  2s.  6rf.  in  the  pound,  real  value. 

30. — On  the  average  of  the  last  five  years,  about  Is.  Sd. 
in  the  pound  on  the  rack  rent. 

31.— 

31. — Decreased  to  Is.  6c?.  in  the  pound  on  the  rack 
rent. 

32. — Neither. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers  in  this  and  all  the  neighbouring 
parishes  first  pay  the  Paupers,  &c,,  and  are 
afterwards  reimbursed  by  making  and  collecting 
a  Rate. 

• 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

• 

34. — The  Rate  is  paid  according  to  an  ancient  valua- 
tion, which  has  been  slightly  varied  during  a 
long  course  of  years.  It  amounts  to  a  little  more 
than  one  third  of  the  actual  value.    The  Pa- 
rishioners consider  themselves  at  liberty,  at  any 
time,  to  amend  the  old  valuation,  or  to  make  a 
new  one,  by  order  of  Vestry. 

35. — If  any  dispute  arises,  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers  lay  the  case  before  the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Overseei's,  when  any  new  demand  is  made 

on  them,  call  a  Vestry,  in  which  the  Parishioiieis  jointly  decide 
whether  any  and  how  much  money  shall  be  paid,  &c.    Their  reso- 
lutions are  entered  in  a  book.    The  Vestry  consists  of  about 
twenty  persons.  The  sentiments  of  the  majority  (more  especially  of 
the  holders  of  the  largest  estates)  determine  the  proceedings  of  the 
Overseers,  unless  overruled  by  the  Magistrates.    Some  disburse- 
ments are  made  by  Order  of  the  iVIagistrates,  for  the  Vestry  would 
give  the  Paupers  less  than  they  actually  give,  or  perhaps  nothing  at 
all,  were  they  not  apprehensive  of  the  Magistrates  interference. 
The  Parishioners  are  rarely  interfered  with  beyond  what  is  neces- 
sary to  oblige  them  to'su|)port  the  Poor.    They  are  extremely 
1                vigilant  over  their  accounts,  so  as  to  make  the  office  of  Overseer 
very  troublesome,  and  not  at  all  profitable. 

38. — Increasing.    The  parish  burdens  are  not  heavy 
in  any  waj'. 


37. — They  are  not  so  industrious. 


37. — As  good  workmen  as  they  have  ever  been. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  CORNWALL— continued. 
ANSWERS. 


L  A  N  R  E  A  T  H.  (3) 

William  Searle,  a  licensed  Surveyor  and  Appraiser,  on  behalf 
of  the  Parish  Officers.    Kicliard  Buller,  Rector. 
Richard  Parson  and  John  Harris,  Overseers. 

28. — Sometimes  this  has  been  effected;  at  other  times 

the  farmers  will  not  abide  thereby.  Then  the  consequence  is,  they 
are  sent  round  the  parish  by  the  Overseers,  and  if  not  employed 
paid  their  wages  from  the  Poor's  Rate  till  employed.        IV,  S. 


29. — Young  men,  and  married  men  without  children, 

applying  for  work,  are  allowed  is.  id.  per  diem  ;  others  from  i6d. 
to  lid.  per  day.  fV.S. 
Single,  IS.  J  Married,  is.  ai.j  two  Children,  is.  ^d.  ;  three,  is.  6d. 

It.  B. 


30. 


-The  present  Rates,  Church,  Poor,  and  Highways, 

are  about  3s.  gd.  to  4s.  in  the  pound  on  the  full  value  at  rack 
rent.    IV.  S. 


31.  Diminished  about  3c?.  in  the  pound. 


W.  S. 


32.— None. 


BOROUGH  OF  WEST  LOOK 


(1) 


Nathaniel  Hearle. 


28.— No. 


29^None. 


30. — At  rack  rent  about  \s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 


3L — Diminished  very  much. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 


33.— The  Vestry.  B.  P.    J.  H. 


31. — It  is  decided  according  to  a  Valuation  made  by  a 
Surveyor.  If,  however,  any  Otcupier  thinks 
himself  aggrieved,  an  application  is  made  to  the 
Vestry.  If  they  refuse,  an  Appeal  is  sometimes 
made  to  the  Petty  Sessions  of  the  Hundred,  the 
decision  of  which  is  final.  R,  P.    J.  H. 


35. — The  Overseer  takes  no  further  part  than  any  other 
Rate-payer.  M.P.  'j.H. 


36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  enormous  increase  of 
the  Poor's  Rates. 


1 760  including 

Constables  Bills  £  i  z 

15 

2 

£  53 

12 

0 

nSo 

-  12 

17 

a 

93 

I 

4| 

1800 

-  25 

14 

8 

9 

0 

18x0 

-  82 

16 

0 

476 

>3 

8 

1830 

-  71 

9 

0 

485 

8 

4 

^6206 

12 

0 

£1,340 

4 

4 

R.  B. 


37. — Certainly  diminishing,  from  the  unfortunate  effects 
of  the  Poor  Laws,  which  have  superseded  any 
necessity  for  extra  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
pauper  to  provide  for  old  age  or  sickness. 
It  is  well  known  that  paupers  now  demand  as  a 
right  that  support  from  the  parish  which  they 
formerly  begged  as  a  boon.  R.  B. 


33. — The  Overseers,  as  money  is  wanted. 


34. — The  Overseers. 


35.— No  one  interferes  with  the  Overseers  in  making 
the  Rates. 


36. — We  have  little  or  no  Agricultural  Capital. 


37. — 1  do  not  think  that  Laboui'ers  in  general  do  so 
much  work  in  a  day  as  formerly. 


P.  L.  fu.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Cornwall — continued. 
A  N  S  W  E  R  S. 


M  A  W  N  A  N. 

J.  Rogers, 

Rector     J.  1'. 


(1) 


28.— 


29. — None. 


30. 


31. 


32.— 


33. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry.  Ordinary  Vestries  are 
held  the  first  Monday  in  each  niontli,  at  which 
I  generally  attend,  and  also  a  few  of  the  prin- 
cipal Parishioners.  The  Overseers  generally 
apply  to  the  Magistrates  for  a  Rate,  when 
wanted,  without  applying  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Vestry. 


34. — A  Valuation  made  some  years  ago,  in  consequence 

of  tlie  complaints  by  Rate-payers,  and  with  consent  of  Vestry, 
has  been  acted  on  ever  since.  It  vvouIJ,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  great 
improvement  in  the  present  system  if  all  new  valuations  were  *o 
be  made  on  the  application  of  a  majority  of  a  Vestry,  after  due 
notice  to  the  Magistrater,  in  Quarter  Sessions,  who  should  appoint 
Surveyors  to  make  the  valuation,  and  whose  decision,  after  ap- 
pointing one  dny  to  hear  and  decide  on  objection;,  should  be  final 
for  a  term  of  years,  say  seven. 


35, —  The  Overseers  collect  the  Rate,  after  allowance, 
when  wanted.  The  Vestry  consider  any  com- 
plaint respecting  the  Assessment,  and  the  Over- 
seers act  on  their  decision. 


36. — I  think  it  at  present  stationary,  though  liable  to 
great  fluctuations. 


ST. — I  do  not  think  the  Industry  of  the  Labourers  in 
general  materially  diminished,  which  I  attribute 
to  the  principle  on  which  we  have  generally 
acted,  of  giving  Relief  through  the  medium  of 
Labour,  and  setting  Piece-work  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. 


ST.  MERRY  N. 

If'ilUam  Peter, 
.1.1'. 


(2) 


28.— No. 


I  29.— None. 


30. — About  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the  rack  rent. 


31. — Little  or  no  difference. 


-No. 


33. — The  majority  of  Rate-payers  attending  the  Vestry. 


34. — The  majority  of  Rate-payers  attending  the  Vestry. 
N.  B. — Every  15  or  20  3'ears  a  dispute  takes 
place,  which  is  generally  settled  by  a  new  valu- 
ation of  the  parish. 


35. 


-The  Overseers  are  generally  called  on  to  give  in- 
formation to,  and  afterwards  to  receive  instruc- 
tions from  the  Vestry.  They  seldom  take  mucii 
part  in  discussion,  being  in  general  anxious  to 
shift  the  responsibility  from  their  own  shoulders 
to  those  of  their  fellow-parishioners. 


36. 


-Increased  in  St.  Merryn,  but  in  many  of  th 
neighbouring  parishes,  I  fear,  diminishing.  I 
neither  case  do  I  attribute  it  to  any  cause  con 
nected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poo 
Laws. 


37. — I  believe  there  is  very  little  difference,  except  in 
sheep-shearing  and  ploughing,  in  which  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  present  race  of 
labourers  greatly  excel  their  progenitors. 


Questions]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cornwall—  C07itinued. 


ANSWERS. 


MORVAL.  (1) 

N  E  VV  L  Y  N  E  A  S  T.  (3) 

John  Oliver,  Overseer,  Richard  Clogg,  Chiircliwiirden, 
&  James  Pearce,  Paiish  Clerk. 

2g._No ;  Fanners  employ  whom  they  like,  and  then 
the  Farisn  Utncei  sends  tiiem  a  xvouiiuci,  ii 
any.                                J.  0.  II.  C.  J.  P. 

G.  G.  Bulmore,  Farmer. 

l')f■I^ll^f"^l  to  answer  bv  It.  G.  Drniicl.  J.  P. 

28. — Every  fanner  employs  what  he  is  able  or  con- 
ceives to  be  sufficient ;  but  Roundsmen  are  ap- 
portioned according  to  an  Acreage  Rpnt. 

^^i-l  A/r^t-»  iTTi t!i  tlr'Afi  I'.niln rp!l.   1  T  n 

dav;  young  Men,  from  Is.  to  Is.  Sd.  a  day. 

j.o.E.  a  J.  p. 

29. — No,  unless  men  are  burthensome,  then  young 
men  receive  less  wages  than  married  ones. 

30.  We  cannot  tell  how  much  in  the  pound  at  Rack 

Rent,  but  at  Rate  Value,  Church,  Poor,  and  Highuaj  s,  about  9s. 
in  the  round.    Not  at  all  times  alike.              ./.O.  Ji.C.  J. P. 

30.. — The  Poor's  Rate  for  1832  was  four  sevenths, 

parish  value,  which  is  computed  at  one  third  of  the  rack  rent. 

31. — Diminished  a  small  matter.       J.O.  B.C.  J.P. 

31. — Increased  last  year  ^TO  in  the  Poor's  Kate.  This 

year  the  increase  will  be  more  than  £50.  Other  Rates  are  much 
the  same. 

32.  No  Select  Vestry;  no  Assistant  Overseer;  but 

Monthly  Vestry.             J.  0.  E.  C.  J.  P. 

32. — No. 

33.— 

33, — The  Overseers  Disbursements  are  examined  and  al- 
lowed at  the  Monthly  Vestries  by  the  parish  then  as- 
sembled ;  and  at  the  end  of  every  six  months  the  sums 
severally  disbursed  are  added  together,  when  the 
Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parish  generilly  sanc- 
tion the  making  of  a  Rate  sufficient  to  cover  the  ex- 
penditure. 

34.— 

34. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Vestry  are  guided  by  a 
Rate  made  from  time  immemorial  on  each  Farhi 
of  their  separate  and  several  Valuations,  and 
have  only  to  fix  what  the  sum  will  amount  to 
in  the  pound  at  the  parish  value. 

85.— 

35. — The  Vestry  only  interferes  when  they  audit  the 
Overseers  Monthly  Accounts,  at  which  time 
they  allow  or  disallow  what  part  of  the  disburse- 
ments they  may  think  prudent,  but  never  inter- 
fere afterwards. 

36.— 

36.— T-Diminishing :  the  Poor  Laws  contribute  to  that 
diminution.  Most  Labourers  look  to  tlie  Parish 
as  their  home,  and  many  rely  on  us  much  earlier 
than  they  would. 

37.— 

37. — No :  but  they  are  able  to  perform  a  much  greater 
variety  of  work. 

P.  L.  (15.)  — Part  IIL  y  2 
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County  of  Cornwall — continued, 
ANSWERS. 


NORTHHILL.  (3) 

John  Davy,  Overseer. 
F.  Hearle  Rodd,  J.  P.  &  Curchwarden. 


28. — No  ;  hence  the  necessity  of  the  Labour-rate,  which  is  choosing  the  lesser  of  two  evik,  either  paying  the 
men  out  of  the  Poor's  Rate  for  doing  nothing,  or  out  of  the  Labour-rate  for  work  performed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmer  and  community.  ,/.  J), 


29. — A  Uttle  difference  ;  but  generally  young  men  are  hired  at  service  by  the  year.  J.  D. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  tliere  is  in  some  instances  about  2</.,  3*?.,  and  \<d.  per  day  difference.  F.H.R. 


30.  — About  bs.  Gd.  in  the  pound,  according  to  the  Rate,  tliat  being  supposed  to  be  nearly  half  its  actual  value  at 

rack  rent.  J.  D. 

31.  — 1830,  17. ;  1831,  ^531.  8.  3. ;  1832,  about  the  same.  J.  D. 
33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.                                                                                F.  H,  R, 


34'.. — The  Rate  is  made  as  above,  according  to  the  value  of  the  land  occupied  by  each  rate-payer..      F.  H.  R,. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  only  being  directed  to  make  the  Rate  as  above,  the  Vestry  have  no, 
right  to  and  do  not  interfere,  except  when  it  is  thought  necessary  to  have  a  fresh  valuation  of  the 
parish ;  in  that  case  a  meeting  of  the  parishioner5  is  called  to  take  the  matter  into. consideration. 

F.U.JS. 


36» — 'I  think  it  has  not  increased  generally,  except  perhaps  with  proprietors  who  farm  their  own  estates; 
and  not  always  with  them.    With  renters  the  Capital  is  little  more  than  the  stock  upon  the  farm,  which 
is  certainly  of  a  better  quality  than-  formerly.    What  the  proprietors  pay  towards  the  maintenance  jif' 
the  poor  must  affect  their  circumstances.  F.  H.  R. 


37. — I  should  say  rather  increasing.    A  man  may  be  a  good  workman,  and  not  at  all  an  industrious  one.  I£ 
you  mean  wheth&r  the  work  is  better  put  out  of  hand,  I  should  say  it  is.  F.  H.  R. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Cornwall  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


PENZANCE. 


Martin  Williams, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


j  28.- 


29. — No  difference* 


30.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Magistrates  in  Quarter  Sessions,  when  they  make  up  their  accounts,  make  an  order  on  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  to  pay  a  sum  (equivalent  to  the  expenses)  to  the  High  Constable,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  to  be  paid  to  such  persons  and  for  such  purposes  as  the  Magistrates  in  Sessions  shall 
direct,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament. 


34. — The  Chapel  warden  and  Overseqi-s  make  the  Poor  Rates. 


35. — The  Select  Vestry  order  how  the  Poor  Rates  are  to  be  distributed,  and  io  whom,  distinguishing  between 
the  deserving  and  the  undeserving  poor.  The  Overseers  bring  an  account  of  the  expenditure  and  receipts, 
to  the  Select  Vestry  every  fortnight ;  and  when  the  Rate  is  received  and  expended  the  Vestry  direct 
the  Overseers  to  apply  to  the  Magistrates  for  another  Rate,  and  so  on. 


36. — Agricultural,  Grazing,  and  Dairy  Farms  seem  to  predominate  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  is  perhaps 
on  account  of  the  increased  population  of  this  town.  The  Land  within  the  bounds  of  the  town  is  neces- 
sarily diminishing  from  the  increase  of  buildings. 


37. — We  have  scarcely  any  Labourers  in  Husbandry ;  but  those  employed  in  handicraft  trades  are  certainly 
more  skilful  than  formerly. 


y3 
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CoLinty  of  Cornwall  —  cojitinued. 


ANSWERS. 


SOUTH  PETHERWIN. 


(3) 


John  Wills, 

Churchwarden. 


28. — We  apportion  no  Labourers,  unless  by  the  Labour- 
rate;  then  every  Occupier  c  nijiloyi  hii  proportion  of  those  men 
who  would  otherwise  be  out  of  work,  according  to  the  Rate  of  hia 
estate. 


29. — None  is  made  with  the  best  Labourers ;  but  if  a 
man  with  a  small  or  no  family  will  rely  on  the  pa- 
rish for  work,  his  wages  will  be  less :  this  descrip- 
tion of  persons  gives  the  most  trouble. 


30. — From  3s.  to  3s.  Gd,  in  the  pound,  real  value. 


3L — Diminished,  but  very  little. 


32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  is  very  useful. 
No  Assistant  Overseer. 


33. 


ROCHE. 


(0 


Joseph  Lawry, 

Overseer. 


28- — When  a  Labourer  is  out  of  employment,  which 
occurs  but  seldom,  he  is  apportioned  according 
to  the  extent  of  farm. 


29.— None. 


30. — Land  is  estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the  viilue,  and 
there  are  32  Rates  at  5s.  4rf.  in  the  pound. 


3L — A  little  increased. 


i;2. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry. 


3i.— 


35.- 


36. — Diminishing,  which  I  impute  to  the  mcrease 

the  Poor's  Rate.  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that 
as  the  Poor's  Rate  increases  the 
Capital  wiy  decrease. 


of 


Agricultural 


37. — Here  and  there  a  good  Workman  may  be  found  ; 
but  certainly  as  a  body  that  industry  and  inte- 
resting feeling  for  the  Master  that  existed  for- 
merly  is  fast  passing  away. 


33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  General 
Vestry. 


34. — It  is  decided  according  to  a  Valuation  of  ail  the 
rateable  property  in  the  parish,  as  being  worth 
so  much  per  year,  made  by  a  Land  Surveyor. 


35. — This  Query  is  answered  in  substance  in  th 
answer  to  the  33d.    Parishes  in  general  would 
be   materially   benefited    by    employing  a 
Assistant  Overseei*. 


36. — Rather  diminishing,  owing  to  the  improviden' 
increase  of  the  poor. 


37. — In  many  cases  the  Labourers  are  less  industriou 
and  worse  workmen  than  formerly,  dependenc 
on  the  parish  having  weakened  the  stimulus  to 
exertion. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  95  c 


County  of  Cornwall — continued. 


ANSWER  S. 


RU  AN   MAJOR.  (3) 

ST.  STEPHEN  by  SALTASII.  (3) 

H.  T.  Cunhoii, 

Rector. 

Joint  Edwards, 

Churcluvarden. 

28. — No  Labourers  are  apportioned  here,  excepting 
two  Roundsmen,  who  are  apportioned  according 
to  the  Rental. 

28.— 

29.— No. 

29. — No  difference. 

30.— About  25.  6c?.  in  the  pound  on  the  rack  rent  on 
the  average  of  the  last  seven  vears. 

30.— 

31. — Diminished. 

3L— 

32.— No. 

32. — 

33. — This  is  decided  by  the  Rate-payers  themselves; 

the  Magistrates  rarely  interfere  ;  it  is  understood  that  they  will 
interfere  if  necessary.  Here,  as  in  Landewednack  and  the  other 
neighbouring  parishes,  the  Os'erseers  first  advance  the  money  to 
the  poor,  and  are  afterwards  reimbvirsed  by  Rates  collected  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter,  an  arrangement  which,  though  not  strictly 
legal,  is  here  este!.^nied  most  convenient. 

33, — The  two  Churchwardens  and  the  four  Overseers, 
and  as  many  of  the  Parishioners  as  attend  the 
Vestry  Meeting  before  Lady-day. 

34. — The  largest  Farm  in  the  parish  having  been  taken, 
about  15  years  aso,  by  a  stranger,  he  appealed  to 
the  Quarter  Sessions  against  the  ancient  Assessment, 
and  succeeded.  In  consequence,  a  new  Survey  of 
the  Parish  was  made,  and  the  Rates  are  paid  according 
to  the  values  of  the  farms  thus  ascertained.  Tlie 
total  expenses  of  the  litigation  and  assessment  were 
very  heavy.  Were  the  assessment  again  to  be  altered, 
it  would  be  done  by  order  of  tlie  Vestry. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — Vestries  in  this  small  parish  (where  the  Rate- 

■nn'ffsrc  q rp  r^nlTT"  1  4(  riT  1  arp  PYtrpiTiplv  I'Jtrp  • 
Mt,i,\  t.15   die   uiJiy    i-T?  xji             cijc  cA.Liciiic.iy  iciicj 

sometimes  not  more  frequent  than  twice  a  year. 
Tlie  Parishioners  live  in  harmony,  and  the 
Parish  Officers  very  usually  act,  after  privately 
consulting  their  neighbours,  without  the  formal 
consent  of  a  Vestry,  except  in  cases  of  peculiar 
difiBculty.  I  have  known  no  dispute  amongst 
them  on  any  subject  during  the  last  five  years. 

35. — The  business  at  Vestries  is  done  with  the  con- 

piirrpnpp  nf  tiip  Pfirmnir)Tipr*i  ^^^  *rpppril 

36. —  Vide  Landewednack. 

36. — Stationary  for  a  few  years  past. 

37. —  Vide  Landewednack. 

37. — Just  the  same  as  ever. 
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County  of  Cornwall — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


TALLAND. 


George  Richards. 


0) 


ST.  WINNOW. 

Robert  fValker, 

Vicar. 


(2) 


28.— According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 


29. — None. 


30.— By  the  year,  at  rack  rent,  5s.  in  the  pound. 


31. — Just  as  last  year. 


32.— A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 


33.— The  Overseers  and  majority  of  Parishioners. 


34.— 


35. — A  Vestry  of  Parishioners  is  held  monthly.  Every 
three  months  the  Overseers  Accounts  are  made 
up,  and  so  much  in  the  pound  is  collected  to 
make  up  the  sum  the  Overseers  have  expended 


28. — Labourei's   in   general   find  free   labour,  and 
apportion  themselves. 


29. — During  the  pressure  occasioned  by  an  abundance 

of  Labourers,  and  a  deficiency  of  employment,  there  was  but  rs 
little  as  possible  ;  and  under  such  circumstances  a  difference  must 
happen,  whether  under  a  system  of  Poor  Laws  or  not,  for  the 
single  men  will  always  underbid  the  married. 


30. — 5s.  lOrf.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 


31. — Increased  lOrf.  in  the  pound. 


32. — We  have  had  a  Select  Vestry,  but  have  discon- 
tinned  it. 


33. — The  Overseers. 


34. — The  Rate  is  settled  by  agreement  of  the  Pa-- 
rishioners  on  a  Valuation  of  the  parish.  The 
Overseers  add  any  new  house  that  may  have 
been  bililt,  or  new  inclosure.  When  these  addi- 
tions are  of  importance,  the  case  is  submitted, 
by  the  Overseers,  to  the  Vestry. 


35. 


36. — Just  the  same  as  ever,  as  far  as  I  can  see. 


36, — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  government  taxes, 
the  change  in  tlie  currency,  and  in  the  prices  o 
agricultural  produce.  The  Poor  Rates  have 
also  contributed  to  tliis,  although  in  this  Hun- 
dred (West)  the  Magistrates  have  set  their  face 
against  paying  able-bodied  labourers  out  of  the 
Poor  Rates. 

N.  B. — I  ought  lather  to  say  that  Agricultural  Capital  had  diminishe 
from  the  above  causes.    The  times  appear  to  be  improving. 


37. — I  do  not  think  that  Labourers  generally  do  so 
much  work  in  a  day  as  formerly. 


37. — Strictly  speaking  perhaps  rather  diminished ;  but 
they  have  more  knowledge  and  are  much  better 
Svorkmen  than  formerly. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  IK  TON.  (3) 

A  IN  ST  ABLE.  (1) 

Robert  Hind,     ")  Overseers 
John  tioagson,  j 

Overseers. 

28 — We  have  nothing  of  this  kind. 

28.— 

on  X^rtr.^ 
— iNone. 

AJrt  j'1i"ff*:>i'i=>rm<i 

30. — Is.  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  rack  rent. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

82. — We  have  neither. 

0<6 .  

3.3. — General  Vestries  of  the  Rate-payers,  with  the 
Overseers. 

33. — It  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Overseers  to 
collect  as  many  rates  in  one  year  as  are  requisite ; 
each  of  which  rates  are  sanctioned  by  two  of  His 
Majesty's  Justices  before  collection. 

T.  B. 

34. — The  aforesaid  Vestries  and  Overseers. 

34. — .Each  rate-payer  is  rated  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  according  to  a  valuation. 

T.B. 

35. — A  majority  of  the  Rate-payers,  among  whom  are 
the  Overseer.^,  decides. 

35. — If  any  particular  claim  is  made,  a  meeting  of  the 
parishioners  is  called  to  make  arrangements,  as 
no  Select  Vestry  is  formed  in  the  parish. 

T.R. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36.— 

37. — Little  alteration. 

37.— 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 

•  •  

ANSWERS. 


ALSTON.  (1) 

A  R  T  H  U  R  E  T.  (3) 

John  White, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Pknderleath, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28. — According  to  the  nimiber  of  horses  in  a  great 
measure. 

29. — None. 

29.— None. 

30. — About  8.<f.  per  pound,  and  at  or  near  rack  rent ; 
in  fact  at  much  more  than  can  be  got. 

30. — 25.  3o?.  per  pound  by  the  year;  %d.  per  pound 
at  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased. 

3L — Neither. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  ;  without  whose  labours  it  would 
be  impossible  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  parish. 
Also  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — We  have  both;  the  effect  has  been  good. 

33. — The  rates  are  laid  on  by  the  Vestry  and  Overseers, 
and  are  afterwards  signed  by  the  Magistrates, 
and  then  published. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry. 

34. — The  rates  are  laid  according  to  a  Valuation  made 
several  years  ago  by  indifferent  and  respectable 
persons  employed  for  that  purpose. 

34-. — The  Select  Vestry. 

35. — The  necessity  of  a  rate  being  laid  on  is  brought 
by  the  Overseers  before  the  Vestry  at  a  meeting; 
and  the  Vestry  and  the  Overseers  then  agree 
about  the  rate,  and  the  same  is  laid  on. 

35. — The  Overseers  take  nothing  upon  themselves  to 
decide,  as  we  meet  regularly  every  fortnight,  and 
all  matters  relating  to  the  narish  are  settled  bv 

D                       I  J 

the  Vestry.    The  only  part  the  Overseers  take  is 
in  collecting  the  rates.    The  parish  of  Arthuret 
consists  of  four  townships  ;  viz.  Longtown  Quarter, 
Lymsede  do.,  Netherby  do.,  Breconliill  do.  We 
have  an  overseer  for  each  township.    They  are 
chosen  at  the  General  Vestry  in  March  every 
year ;  they  receive  no  pay  for  their  services ;  are 
generally  extensive  farmers,  and  have  great  in- 
terest in  the  management  of  the  business. 

36. — It  is  diminishing.    The  cause  seems  entirely  to 
arise  from  the  low  rate  of  wages,  and  the  long- 
continued  low  price  of  lead,  which  is  almost  the 
only  staple  of  the  parish. 

36. — Has  been  increasing  for  eight  or  nine  years,  but 
such  increase  is  to  be  attributed  to  no  cause 
connected  with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  Labourers  here  are  obliged  to  use  much 
greater  exertions  than  formerly,  and  indeed 
much  more  than  is  consistent  with  health  ;  but 
in  doing  this,  they  are  quite  unable  to  provide 
for  their  families;  and  they  seem  altogether  in 
a  most  deplorable  state. 

37. — Not  increasing;  and  suppose  the  workmen  to  be 
better  labourers. 
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ANSWERS. 


BELBANK  Township  (Stapleton  Parish).  (3) 

Christopher  Routledge,  Overseer. 
Robert  Forstev,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — None. 

B  E  W  C  A  S  T  L  E.  (3) 
John  Dodgson. 

28.— 

29. — None. 

OQ  V/-. 

<sy . — 1>  o. 

30. — I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  about  Is.  per 
pound  rack  rent. 

30.— 

31. — Neither  increased  or  diminished. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  who 
maintains  the  poor  for  an  annual  sum,  which  has 
been  attended  with  a  good  effect. 

o.i.  

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

• 

34.— 

35  — 

35  

36,— 

36.— The  farms  being  generally  small,  it  does  not 
increase  much ;  the  farmers  can  just  pay  their 
rent  and  other  out-goings.    We  do  not  think 
the  Poor  Hates  have  much  effect ;  but  Capital 
would  be  increased  by  an  alteration  in  the  Bas- 
tardy Laws. 

37.— They  wish  to  be  employed,  but  as  the  farmew 
often  cannot  employ  them  in  the  Winter,  sopie 
try  smuggling  and  poaching. 


P.  L.  (b.)-part  nt. 
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County  of"  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  0  O  T  L  E.  (3) 

BORROWDAILE  Township 

(Crosthwaite  Parish).  (3) 

Isaac  Shaw. 

T  P  fnr  Piimhprland. 

John  Dixon, 
Overs  eer. 

28. — No  such  custom  here. 

28. — They  are  not. 

OQ  INJo  flifforence 

29. — Not  any. 

30. — 2s.  8c?.  at  rack  rent. 

30. — Upon  an  average  2s.  6d.  at  half  rack  rent. 

31. — An  increase  last  year  of  26?.  in  the  pound. 

3L — About  2^d.  less  than  last  year. 

o<£. — ijotn  5  aim  tne  cnecc  iias  uccu  uluciicicu.. 

QO   Npithpr 

33. — The  Select  Vestry. 

!  33. — The  Overseers. 

31. — The  General  Vestry. 

34. — Tiie  Overseers. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  interfere  conjointly,  the 
former  having  a  voice  in  the  vestry  as  individuals 
only. 

!  35. — Having  no  Vestry,  the  raising  of  all  monies  is  left 
to  the  Overseers. 

1 

i 
1 

j 

i 
i 

1 

36. — The  value,  but  not  the  quantity  of  Agricultural 
Capital  is  decreasing ;  but  I  consider  that  de- 
crease in  no  way  attributable  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Theamountof  Agricultural  Capital,  without  doubt, 
is  less  than  it  was  a  few  years  back ;  but  I  do  not 
j             attribute  such  diminution  to  any  cause  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 

i  Laws. 

I 

t 

37. — Tlie  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  better  workmen 
now  than  formerly. 

37. — I  consider  the  Labourers  in  this  neighbourhood  to 
be  equally  industrious  as  formerly,  if  not  more 
so,  and  as  good  workmen. 

i 

! 
1 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


B  O  W  N  E  S  S.  (3) 

BRAMPTON.  (3) 

Nicholson  Barnes, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Thomas  Ramshay, 

Vicar  &  J.  P. 

28. — According  to  the  number  of  acres. 

28.— 

29.— Not  any. 

29. — There  is  generally  no  difference. 

30. — 15.  per  pound,  estimated  at  rack  rent.                 jj  30. — 

31  r — On  the  increase.  | 

31.— 

32. — Both;  the  effect  has  been  beneficial. 

. 

32.— 

33. — When  money  is  wanted  the  Assistant  Overseer 
takes  the  Book  to  the  Vestry,  which  meets  the 
first  Monday  of  every  month ;  the  Vestry  sanc- 
tions a  Rate  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Over- 
seers. 


33.— 


There  is  no  previous  decision  come  to  in  this 
parish  as  to  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  in 
any  one  year.  The  Overseers  at  various  times  in 
each  year  decide  up  and  raise  by  rate  or  assess- 
ment a  sum  of  money  to  answer  the  immediate 
demands  of  the  parish. 


34i. — The  parish  was  valued  by  the  Overseers  and  a 
man  chosen  from  each  quarter,  and  an  unin- 
terested man  besides.  Every  one  pays  according, 
to  his  valuation. 


34. — The  Overseers  alone. 


35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  in  de- 
ciding all  matters  belonging  to  the  poor ;  but 
the  Overseers  are  considered  to  have  most 
power. 


36. — It  is  at  present  diminishing  ;  not  to  be  attributed 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  increasing,  and  upon  the 
whole  are  better  workmen. 


35.— 


36. — I  see  no  variation  in  the  amount  of  Agricultural 
Capital  as  connected  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  here  is,  as  far  as  I 
can  say,  quite  as  good  as  at  any  former  period. 


P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BURTHOLME  Township  (Lanercost Parish).  (3) 


William  Hatigh  Howgill. 


28. — No  apportioning. 


29. — None. 


30. — Is.  M.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent  valuation. 


31. — Much  the  same. 


CALDBECK. 

William  Robinson, 

Overseer. 


(3) 


28. — Labourers  are  employed  by  occupiers  in  day- 
work  or  piece-work,  when  wanted.  None  are 
apportioned  amongst  them. 


29.— None. 


30. — 2s.  per  pound,  rack  rent. 


31. — They  are  upon  the  increase. 


32. — Yes.   No  good  whatever,  as  their  decision  cannot 
be  final. 


32. — Both,  which  have  been  of   great  advantage  to 
the  parish. 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants,  subject  to  the 


sanction  of  the  Magistrates. 


33. — The    Churchwardens,    Overseers,    and  Select 
Vestry,  at  a  Vestry  Meeting  for  the  purpose. 


34. — The  Overseers,  by  making  an  equal  rate  according 
to  the  value  of  each  person's  property. 


34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select 
Vestry,  according  to  the  annual  value  at  rack 
rent  of  the  premises  occupied. 


35. — We  have  no  Vestry,  which  we  think  unnecessary, 
since  their  decision  cannot  be  final,  Accounts 
and  other  matters  being  first  made  up  by  the 
Overseers,  and  then  sanctioned  by  the  Magis- 
trates. 


35. — A  majority  of  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers, 
and  Vestry. 


36. — Rapidly  diminishing,  although  this  is  not  at  all 
to  be  attributed  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 


36. — Rapidly  diminishing.  The  causes  appear  to  be 
Rents  far  too  high,  heavy  Taxes,  high  Poor 
Rates,  and  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
too  low  in  proportion. 


37. — -We   conceive  they 
formerly. 


are 


belter  v/orkmtn  than 


37. — The  Industry  of  our  Labourers  may  be  con- 
sidered as  increasing,  as  they  are,  in  general, 
better  workmen  than  formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CULGAITH   Township.  (3) 

C  U  M  R  E  W.  (3) 

Thrnnas  Gilbanhs,  33,  34,  35. 
No  signa'ure  to  the  other  Answers. 

John  Watson, 

Minister. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

/s  y.— ixoiie. 

80. — One  rate  and  a  half  per  annum,  at  Qd.  in  the 

pound  at  rack  rent ;  out  of  which  the  County  Rate  (about  £  1 2.  J 
is  paid. 

30. — 10c?.  on  the  rack  rent. 

31.— 

31. — Neither. 

32. — 

32. — No. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

34. — The  Overseers,  according  to  a  Valuation  made  in 
1823. 

34. — The  Overseers,  according  to  a  Valuation. 
• 

33. — The  Vestry  does  not  interfere  unless  some  indi- 
vidual considers  himself  to  be  too  heavily  as- 
sessed, or  it  be  considered  proper  to  have  a 
fresh  Valuation  ;   in  either  of  these  cases  the 
Overseers  would  most  probably  be  governed  by 
the  decision  of  the  Vestry. 

33.— 
• 

36.— 

1 

36. — Diminishing;  attributable  to  the  depressed  state 
of  agriculture. 

37.— 

• 

37. — No  change. 

• 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III.  z  4 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


D  A  C  R  E.  (2) 

NETHER  DENTON.  (3) 

W.  Pollock,  Chairman  of  Select  Vestry. 
E.  W.  Hasell. 

John  Topping, 

28.— No.                                                  W.  P. 

28.— No. 

29.— No  difference.                                      AF.  P. 
No.                                           E.  W.  H. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — The  rates  last  year  amounted  to  Is.  9rf.  in  the 
pound  upon  four  fifths  of  tlie  rack  rent,     W.  P. 

30. — About  Is.  4a.  at  rack  rent. 

31. — An  increase  of  3rf.  in  the  pound.              W.  P. 

1  3L — Increased  last  year. 

j 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  established  nine  years  ago,  which 
has  had  a  beneficial  effect.  An  Assistant  Over- 
seer recently  appointed.                        W.  P. 

32.— Neither. 

33. —  As  often  as  a  rate  is  wanted  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  the  Select  Vestry  (of  which  the 
Overseers  form  a  part)  decide  what  sum  shall  be 
collected  in  the  pound  upon  an  equal  valuation. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  his  propor- 
tionate share  of  the  whole  valuation  of  the 
parish. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — The  Select  Members  and  Overseers  conjointly 
decide  all  these  matters. 

35. — There  is  no  Select  Vestrj'. 
- 

3&. — There  was  a  great  decrease  in  Agricultural  Capital 
for  some  years  after  the  peace,  arising  from  causes, 
in  my  opinion,  quite  unconnected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws.  The  great  and  rapid 
fall  in  prices  ruined  many  farmers,  and  reduced 
some  of  them  to  the  condition  of  labourers,  others 
to  that  of  paupers.  The  more  fortunate  ones  have, 
I  trust,  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  seen 
those  portions  not  reduced  further,  though  I  fear 
not  increased.                                    E.  TV,  H, 

36. — Diminishing :  we  do  not  attribute  this  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — As  the  rates  of  the  parish  have  not  materially  in- 
creased for  several  years  with  a  greatly  increas- 
ing population,  it  is  but  fair  to  infer  that  the 
Industry  of  the  Labourers  has  not  diminished. 
Labourers,  under  the  improved  system  of  agri- 
culture, are  undoubtedly  more  skilful  than  they 
used  to  be.                                     E.  IV.  H. 

37. — Increasing:  they  are  better  workmen  than  for- 
merly. 

i  Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS^  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EDENHALL.  (1) 

F  A  R  L  A  M;  (3) 

William  Hodgson, 

Overseer. 

John  TeasdaUy 

28. — None  are  apportioned. 

28. — No  such  practice. 

29. — No  difiference. 

OQ  None 

30. — 9f/.  in  the  pound. 

30. — 2s.  Zd.  per  pound  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Diminished. 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

32. — ^sS/  e  have  neither. 

O'C.— X\0  OclcCL  V  CD  try  5  UUt  un  ASSlolallL  V-'Vclaccl. 

33. — The  Rate-payers,  at  a  Vestry  held  for  that  pur- 
pose, decide  the  sum,  which  varies  according  to 
the  expenditure. 

33.— 

34. — The  Overseers  make  the  rate  accordingr  to  the 
actual  value  of  the  pi'operty  within  the  parish  ; 
and  after  it  is  allowed  by  a  Vestry,  the  rate, 
together  with  the  Ovei'seer's  accounts,  showing 
the  expenditure  for  the  year,  are  examined  and 
allowed  by  the  Magistrates,  on  the  oath  of  the 
acting  Overseer. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  always  make  the  rate  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  which  is  examined  and  allowed  at 
a  Vestry  held  for  the  purpose. 

35.— 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing  from  a  variety 
of  causes,  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — I  see  little  difference. 

37. — .Tlicre  is  no  perceptible  difference  as  to  their 
habits  of  industry. 

37. — I  think  little  difference. 

P.L.  (b,)— Part.IIL                               a  a 
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County  of  Cumberland— row/mwer/. 


ANSWERS. 

GAMBLESBY  Township 

(Addingham  Parish).  (3) 

GLASSONBY  Tonnship 
(Addingham  Parish),  (3) 

John  Jaclison, 

Minister. 

John  Jackson, 

Minister. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind  here. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind  here. 

29. — Not  any. 

• 

29. — Not  any. 

30. — About  Is.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

30. — About  l.s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

31. — About  the  same. 

31. — Stationary. 

32.— Neither. 

32.— Neither.  , 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  i 

35. — In  cases  where  the  Vestry  is  called  the  Overseers 
and  Vestry  always  agree  in  this  parish  on  de- 
ciding in  the  matters  in  question. 

35. — In  cases  where  the  Vestry  is  called  the  Overseers 
and  Vestry  always  agree  in  deciding  on  the 
matters  in  question. 

36. — Increasing. 


37. — Increasing,  if  any  thing. 


36. — Diminishing ;  but  not  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Increasing. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREYSTOKE  Township 

(Greystoke  Parish).  (2) 

Thomas  Burn. 

Assistfint  Overseer. 

RAY  T  O  N.  (3) 

T.  W.  Graham,  Edmond  Castle. 
A.nonymous. 

28. — No  Labourers  apportioned  among  the  occupiers. 

28. — No.  Anon, 

29. — None 

29. — None.  Anm, 

SO. — 2s,,  at  three  fourths  of  the  value. 

30. — \s.  3d.  on  rack-rent.  Jnon. 

T.W.G. 

31. — Neither  increased  nor  diminished  for  a  few  years. 

3L — Rather  increased.  Anon. 

^9                    .^ol^*/*!"     AZ^ctflf  •    Villi"     oti      Accicf'Qiif'  ^^if£ii»c*afiv 
O ^ .          IJ    OclcCL     V  Call  y  3    L/UL    clll    ^sslslallL  VyVcloccIj 

which  is  a  great  saving. 

^9  _™Yp«  •  a  rpdiirtinn  nf  Ratps  Anon, 

33.— 

33.— 
V 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

• 

3t)  

36. — There  is  a  great  improvement  in  the  management 

of  some  of  the  farms  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  should 
seem  to  imply  that  there  is  a  better  Capital  employed.    I  do 
not  think  the  amount  of  the  poor  rates  (about  Is.  3d.  in  the 
pound  on  the  rack  rent  annually),  which  is  a  little  lower  than 
it  was  a  few  years  ago,  has  had  much  effect  on  the  state  of  the 
farmers,  as  to  the  increase  or  diminution  of  their  Capital. 

T.  W.  G. 

On  the  increase,  unconnected  with  the  Administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws.  Anan. 

ST- 

37.— The  Labourers  appear  to  work  as  well  as  for- 
merly ;  but  the  taking  of  piece-work,  which  they 
are  always  ready  to  do,  certainly  gives  a  greater 
stimulus  to  their  industry.             T.  W.  G. 

Not  better  workmen.  Anon. 

P.L.  (b.)-Part.  in.  A  A  2 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  E  S  K  E  T. 


Thomas  Dixon, 


(3) 


28.- 


29,— -Certainly  more  to  a  married  man ;  an  unmarried 

man  is  constantly  in  his  place  of  service,  being  liired  lor  lialf  a 
year  to  plough  and  husbandry  work ;  whereas  tlic  married 
labourer  can  be  obtained  at  any  time,  when  particularly  wanted, 
on  giving  him  a  short  notice,  and  this  enhances  his  value. 


SC- 


SI- 


32.— 


33. — The  Magistrates  of  the  county  may  at  all  times  be 
considered  to  decide  this. 


34. — Upon  a  division  and  cultivation  of  the  Commons 
and  Waste  Lands  in  the  Forest  of  Inglevi^ood, 
in  which  this  parish  is  situated,  in  1822,  a  Valua- 
tion was  made  at  rack  rent.  A  fifth  of  tlie  total 
value  was  then  deducted,  and  the  Rates  are 
charged  upon  that. 


35. — When  a  new  rate  is  required,  the  signatures  of 
two  Magistrates  are  considered  indispensable; 
for  that  purpose  the  Overseer  takes  his  rate  book 
to  the  Petty  Sessions,  and  on  the  following 
Sunday  the  rate  is  published  in  church.  The 
Overseers  form  part  of  the  Select  Vestry. 


36. — Evidently  decreasing ;  first,  from  the  great  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
the  present  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  is 
one,  but  far  from  being  the  chief  cause  of  this 
diminution. 


37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  is  certainly  not  im- 
proved ;  and  the  great  increase  of  houses  for  the 
sale  of  beer  has  not  tended  to  improve  their 


morals  or  good  conduct. 


HOLME  CULTRAM  Parish 
(Consisting  of  Four  Divisions).        (1  &  3) 

Churchwardens,  Overseers,  Sfc.  for  the  whole  Parish. 
D.  Pape,  Ass*^  Overseer  for  the  Division  of  Holme  Abbey. 

28.— No. 


29. — No  difference. 


30. — 2s.  in  the  pound  in  some  instances,  at  rack  renti 
in  some  below. 


3L — Increased  a  little. 


32. —  We  have  both,  and  we  consider  they  have  a 


good  effect. 


33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  connexion  wit 
the  Select  Vestry.  T.  Penrice^ 

Overseer  of  the  Division  of  Holme  Loio 

A  Vestry  of  all  the  rate-payers.  D.  P. 


34. — Overseers  and  Select  Vestry. 
A  Vestry  of  all  the  rate-payers. 


T.P. 
D.P. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  meet  every  four- 
teen days  for  consultation.  T.  P. 
Neither  Overseers  nor  Select  Vestry  consider  that 
they  have  any  more  right  to  interfere  than  any 
other  rate-payers,  unless  the  latter  refuse  to 
attend.  D.P. 


36. — Diminishing;  but  we  do  not  attribute  it  to  th 


Poor  Lav>s. 


D.P. 


37. — They  are  generally  superior  workmen  to  wh 
they  were  formerly.  D.  P 
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ANSWERS. 


HUNSONBY  AND  WINSKILL  Township 

(Addingham  Pahish).  (3) 

John  Jackson, 

Minister, 

HUTTON  IN  THE  FOREST.    (3  &  I) 

Sir  F.  F.  Vane,  Bart. 
David  RichaTdson,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind  here. 

28.--NO.                                            F.  F.  V. 

<sy.— jMOt  any. 

/ztijt     x'vijiic.      i^xiiiicii  1  ivrCL  iiicii  ciLc  ^ciitji ttijy  Villi uiuycci 
by  the  half-year,  with  meat,  washing,  and  lodging ;  married 
men  generally  by  the  day.                                  J*'.  F,  V. 
Married  men  find  their  own  meat ;   the  unmarried  live  with 
their  masters,  otherwise  their  wages  would  be  the  same.  D.  R. 

30. — About  Is.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

30. — Is.  Aid.  per  pound  at  rack  rent.           F.  F.  V. 

3 1 . — About  the  same. 

31. — An  increase  of  .^25,  out  of  which  ^3^20  paid  to 
Emigrants.      .                            F.  F.  V. 

OA,  xNO. 

0(S.— "Xiicie  is  no  ociecc  vesiiy.                  Jc%  x".  v  , 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33.— The  Overseers.                               F.  F.  V. 

The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  principal 
Inhabitants  decide  how  much  money  is  to  be 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.          D.  R. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — There  is  a  rate  made,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
parish,  according  to  which  the  Overseers  collect 
what  is  required.                           F.  F.  V. 

Governed  by  a  valuation  of  the  whole  of  the  rate- 
able property  in  this  parish.               D.  R. 

35. — In  cases  v/here  a  Vestry  is  called  the  Overseers 
and  Vestry  always  aQ;ree  in  decidins:  on  the 
matters  in  question. 

35. — There  is  a  Select  Vestry;  but  in  any  difficulty 
the  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  of  the  whole  parish, 
at  which  the  majority  decides.          F.  F.  V. 

The  Overseers  never  do  any  thing  upon  their 
own  judgment  which  has  not  the  consent  of  the 
Vestry,  but  always  apply  to  the  Vestry  for  ad- 
vice.   The  Parish  Accounts  are  only  examined 
once  a  year,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  or  known 
a  complaint  against  an  Overseer  by  the  parish 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years.               D.  R. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  not  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing ;  but  by  no  means  attributable  to 
\            the  Poor  Laws.                               F.  F.  V. 

I  think  it  decreasing,  in  consequence  of  farms 
being  let  so  high  in  war-time,  and  the  changes 
that  have  taken  place  in  time  of  peace.    D.  R. 

37. — Increasing. 

37.— Much  the  same.                                F.  F.  V. 

Little,  if  any,  alteration  for  the  last  thirty  yeai-s. 

D.R. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


I  R  T  0  N.  (3) 

KIRKANDREWS  upon  EDEN.  (3) 

S,  Lutwidge, 

J.  P. 

John  Norman^ 

Overseer. 

g8.— None. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction. 

29.— No. 

30. — After  deducting  one  third  from  the  rack  rent, 

2i.  l\d.  collected  on  an  average  of  tlie  four  last  years. 

30. — About  Is.  3c?.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent. 

31. — Rates  have  diminished ;  but  the  Overseer  has  a 
demand  against  the  parish  nearly  countervailing. 

31.— About  stationary. 

32^' — Both.  "With  respect  to  the  employment  of  an 
Assistant  Overseer,  most  beneficially. 

32. — None. 

33. — An  annual  meeting  of  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry 
determine  upon  a  rate  to  be  made  prospectively, 
to  meet  the  probable  exigencies  of  the  parish 
for  one  year ;  but  not  more  than  a  moiety  to  be 
collected  at  once. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

34. — It  is  adjusted  according  to  a  Valuation  made  some 
years  back,  w{\h  little  variation,  unless  the 
erection  of  some  new  building  has  taken  place 
during  the  preceding  year. 

34. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  act  upon  equality. 
The  Overseers,  for  the  preservation  of  harmony, 
have  always  made  the  rates  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  meeting  before  mentioned. 

35. — The  decision  is  by  the  Overseers  only 

36. — No  change  in  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital 
in  this  parish  can  be  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws ;  nor  is  there  any 
visible  augmentation  or  diminution  beyond  the 
value  of  stock. 

36. — Stationary. 

37.— -Better  ploughmen ;  worse  as  mowers  and  reapers. 

ST. — Much  the  same. 

% 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


KIRKANDREWS  upon  ESK 

(Middle  Township).  (3) 

K  I  R  K  L  A  N  D.  (3) 

Andrew  Armstrong, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

J.  Chapelhow, 

Curate. 

28. — Servants  are  generally  hired  for  six  months ;  and 
Labourers  from  week  to  week. 

28  

29. — None  that  we  are  aware  of. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — Last  year  the  Rates  were  Is.  6d.  per  pound,  rack 
rent. 

30.— 

31. — No  alteration. 

31.— 

32. — Both  J  and  we  I'eap  great  benefit  from  the  system. 

32.— 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Vestry.  There  have  only  been  two  sixpenny 
rates  allowed  by  the  Magistrates  in  the  last  14 
years.                                      ^  ^ 

34.— The  Select  Vestry. 

34. — This  is  fixed  by  a  Vestry  of  the  whole  township 
held  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  rate  on  all 
property  i*ateable  to  the  said  amount. 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  by  the  Select  Vestry  and 
Overseers,  without  nrprfdpnpv  nr  rlpo-rop  en/iVi 
person  present  having  a  vote. 

33  

36. — We  think  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in 
our  neighbourhood  is  increasing,  and  we  attribute 
this  to  improved  management  of  the  lands,  and 
from  long  leases  given  by  Sir  James  Graham.  We 
do  not  complain  of  the  amount  of  our  Poor  Rates, 
but  of  cash  expended  on  the  support  of  bastards 
and  on  vagrants ;  the  last  occasioned  in  a  great 
measure  by  our  adjoining  Scotland,  this  being  a 
border  township. 

36. — It  is  diminishing;  but  the  cause  maybe  attributed 
more  to  the  state  of  the  Currency  than  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

— We  think  our  Labourers  fully  as  industrious  as  at 
any  former  period ;  and  perhaps  better  work- 
men than  they  formerly  were. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  less  toilsome 
than  formerly,  which  may  arise  from  their  mode 
of  living,  which  is  less  substantial  now  than 
formerly. 

P.L,  (B.)— Part.  III. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


KIRKOSWALD  Township.  (3&1) 

LANGWATHBY.  (1) 

C.  S.  Fetherstonhaugh,  J.  P.     G.  G.  Lawson,  Vicar. 
John  Little. 

Robert  Powley. 

28.— .Not. 

28. — Labourers  are  so  generally  employed  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary. 

29.— -No. 

The  difference  is  generally  in  favour  of  the  married 
man.                                             J.  L. 

29. — There  is  no  difference. 

30. — .The  Rates  last  year  were  3.s.  in  the  pound  at  nearly 
rack  rent. 

30. — About  2s.  in  the  pound  at  an  old  valuation,  rather 
less  than  rack  rent. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

3 1 . — Diminished. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry ;  but  no  Assistant  Overseer ;  and 
no  visible  effect. 

32. — We  have  not. 

33.— The  Select  Vestry.                            C.  S.  F. 
The  Select  Vestry  and  the  Overseers.  G.  G.  L. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — In  1821  a  Valuation  was  made  of  this  township, 
by  which  the  parishioners  still  continue  to  pay. 

a  s.  F. 

The  Valuation  made  in  1821  decides. 

G.  G.L. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  jointly,  each 
Rate-payer  being  assessed  according  to  a  general 
valuation  made  throughout  the  parish. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  settle  all  these  matters 
without  reference  to  respective  interference. 

N.B, — The  Select  Vestry  are  self-elected. 

C.  S.  F. 

The  Overseers,  and  the  Select  Vestry,  united, 
decide  all  these  matters,                G.  G.  L. 

35. — A  Vestry  is  called  by  the  Overseers  on  all  especial 
matters  concerning  the  poor,  and  again  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  to  examine  and  pass  the  Ac- 
counts before  they  are  presented  to  the  Magis- 
trates, 

36. — Much  the  same. 

Diminishing ;  partly  owing  to  the  poor  rates. 

J.L, 

36. — Diminishing,  from  a  variety  of  causes  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Much  as  usual. 

Our  labourers  continue  to  be  good  labourers. 

J.L. 

37. — No  great  difference. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LOWES  WATER  Township.  (3) 

M  E  L  M  E  R  B  Y.  (s) 

John  Jackson, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Elliot,  Overseer. 

William  Robinson,  Overseer.  33,  34,  35. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — Yes  ;  married  men  have  generally  higher  wages. 

30. — 2s.  6c?.  per  pound  at  rack  rent. 

30. — \s.  6d.  upon  two  thirds  of  the  rack  rent. 

31. — Rather  increasing. 

3 1 . — Nearly  the  same. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — No. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  the  Committee,  who  meet  once 
a  quarter. 

33. — ^The  Inhabitants  at  a  Vestry  convened  by  the 
Overseer.  ji 

34. — The  Overseers  and  the  Committee. 

34. — The  parish  being  entirely  agricultural,  the  land, 
houses,  &c.  are  valued,  and  the  money  col- 
lected by  an  equal  pound  rate  upon  the  occu- 
pier,                                      jv.  n. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Committee  agree  unani- 

lHOUoiy  upon  all  IXlcsc  llldllcrb. 

— The  Overseers  and  Vestry  generally  determine 
such  matters  by  vote.                            W.  R. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36.— 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  for  the  last  40 
years  is  much  the  same ;  we  think  them  better 
workmen. 

• 

ST.- 

#     r.L.  (ij.)— rAUT  III. 
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County  of  Cumberland — conl'mued. 


ANSWER  S. 


NICHOLFOREST  Township 

(KiRKANDREWS  ON  EsK  PaRISH).  (3) 

PLUMBLAND  and  Neighbourhood.  (3) 

Robert  Forster, 

Assi'stant  Overseer. 

Edward  Stanley, 

Rector  h  J. P. 

28.— No. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — There  is  no  difference. 

30. — \s.  4<d.  at  rack  rent. 

30.— 

31.— Neither. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but   an  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  has  been  attended  with  a  good  effect. 

32.— 

33. — The  Assistant  Overseer  has  liberty  to  collect  four 
times  in  the  year,  viz.  every  quarter,  without 
consulting  any  in  the  township,  as  need  may 
require. 

33. —  There  is  no  Select  Vestry  in  this  parish,  but  an 

annual  meeting  of  the  rate-payers  is  held  about  Lady  Day, 
before  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are  chosen,  when  tiie  Annual 
Accounts  are  audited  and  a  rate  is  agreed  to  of  Gd.  in  the  pound, 
with  a  power  vested  in  the  overseer  or  his  hired  assistant  to 
collect  two  other  rates  of  equal  amount,  which  are  commonly 
required,  though  of  late  the  expenditure  has  decreased,  and 
five  rates  suffice  for  two  years. 

31. — The  Assistant  Overseer. 

S'l.  If  objections  are  made  against  the  Rate,  and  ap- 
pear well  founded,  a  reduction  is  made ;  and  so 
well  satisfied  have  all  parties  been  during  my  in- 
cumbency of  thirty  years,  that  there  has  not  been  a 
single  Appeal  against  the  Rates.  It  should  be 
Slated,  that  estates  are  mostly  small,  and  are  in  the 
occupation  of  their  owners.  Farms  that  are  let 
are  not  valued  at  rack  rent,  but  considered  with 
reference  to  the  value  of  adjoining  lands. 

35. — We  have  no  Vestry,  and  the  appointed  Overseers 
never  interfere   in    these  matters,  which  are 
wholly  left  to  me  to  decide. 

35. — I  have  rather  anticipated  tiiis  question  in  my 
answer  to  the  question  33.  The  decision  rests 
with  the  Rate-payers.  Should  any  thing  beyond 
the  common  routine  of  business  occur,  the 
Overseer  calls  a  Vestry. 

36. — I  think  the  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing; 
but  I  do  not  attribute  such  diminution  to  any 
cause  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — I  think  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is 
diminishing;  it  is  not  here  at  all  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but 
owing  to  the  reduction  in  value  of  stock  and 
crops. 

37. — They  are  much  the  same  within  these  20  years. 

37. — The  Labourers  in  general  are  not  so  frugal,  and 
much  more  addicted  to  drinking,  which  the  sale 
of  beer,  to  be  consumed  in  the  now  licensed 
houses,  gives  facility  to. 

• 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


P  O  N  S  0  N  B  Y.  (3) 

REN  WICK.  (1) 

Edward  Stanley, 
J.  P. 

Joseph  Watson, 

Assistant  Oversee/. 

2S.— No. 

28.— 

29. — No. 

on  M„ 

30. — Nine-pence. 

30.— 

31. — Neither  one  nor  the  other. 

31.— 

32. — None. 

od,.  

33.— 

33. — The  expenditure  is  controlled  by  a  General  Vestry, 
assembled  as  occasion  may  require.  When  the 
money  in  hand  is  expended,  the  Assistant  Over- 
seer writes  out  a  new  rate,  which  is  signed  by 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  previous  to 
its  allowance  and  publication. 

34.— 

34. — I  understand  the  parochial  value  was  revised  by 
the  Overseers  about  the  year  1825,  and  very  con- 
siderable alterations  made,  which  were  approved 
by  a  General  Vestry ;  since  tiie  adoption  of  this  re- 
vised valuation,  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
have  made  some  trifling  alterations  in  different 
years,  and  the  Rate-payers  in  a  general  vestry 
have  authorized  one  or  two  of  more  importance. 

35.— 

• 

35. — In  matters  of  minor  importance  the  Overseers 
iia> V w  t*.t_Lcw  \ji  Liiciijsci V c5j  j  uiiL  in  ciny  ini ny  oi 
importance  the  Vestry  has  been  consulted,  and  its 
recommendation  or  decision  always  acted  upon, 

• 

3b. — Diminishing. 

• 

36. — We  fear  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing,  and 
the  amount  paid  to  the  poor  may  be  partly  the 
cause. 

37. — Better  workmen. 

37. — Not  much  perceptible  difference. 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III.  b  b  2 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  SALKELD.  (3) 

LITTLE  SALKELD  Township 

(Addingham  Parish).  (3) 

John  Rehanks, 

Overseer. 

John  Jackson, 

Minister. 

28. — No.  Labourers  are  employed  among  the  occu- 
piers as  they  are  wanted. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind  here. 

29. — No  difference.  Every  labourer  is  paid  according 
to  his  workmanship. 

29. — Not  any. 

30. — Total  1,183.  IG.  2s.  ^d.  in  the  pound  upon 
the  actual  value. 

30. — About  Is.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Diminished  a  little. 

31. — Increasing,  if  any  thing. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer ; 
and  the  parisli  has  received  benefit  from  them. 

32.— Neither. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseers  decide  how  much 
money  shall  be  raised  in  each  year  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34.. — It  is  decided  by  a  valuation  of  all  the  parish. 

34'. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  at  so  much 
in  the  pound,  according  to  the  valuation  of  each 
Rate-payer's  property. 

35. — The  Overseers  inform  the  Vestry  when  they  are 
in  want  of  money,  and  the  Vestry  agree  to  it  in 
pubnc  meeting,  and  the  rate  is  read  in  the 
parish  church. 

35. — In  cases  when  a  Vestry  is  called,  the  Overseers 
and  Vestry  always  agree  in  this  parish  in  de- 
ciding •n  the  matters  in  question. 

36. — Understood  to  be  diminishing  in  this  neighbour- 
hood from  Poor  Laws  and  other  causes. 

36. — Decreasing ;  but  not  affected  by  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Better  workmen  than  they  formerly  were. 


37. — Increasing,  if  any  tiling. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


SKIRWITH  ToAVNSHip.  (3) 

STAFFIELD  Townshii'.  (l) 

Anonymous. 
Richard  Athinson,  33,  34,  35. 

Joseph  Pearson,  Vestry  Clerk, 
for  the  Overseers,  J.  Litlle  Sf  J.  Lowthian. 

28.— 

• 

28.— 

29. — None. 

29. — The  wages  are  in  favour  of  the  married  man. 

• 

30. — Two  Rates  and  a  half  per  annum,  at  6d.  in  the 

pound  at  rack  rent,  out  of  which  the  County  Rate  (about  £13. 
per  annuml  is  paid. 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32.— 

32.— 

33. — There  is  in  this  township  a  Select  Vestry,  formed 
under   the  Act  of  59  Geo.  iii.  c.  12.,  which 
decides  when  a  Poor's  Rate  is  required. 

33. — Our  Poor's  Rates  are  made,  as  by  law  directed, 
by  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.    There  is  no 
decision  as  to  how  much  shall  be  collected,  but 
the  Overseers  collect  again  and  again  as  often  as 
money  is  v/anted,  without  any  person's  inter- 
ference.                                       J.  Little. 

31'. — By  directions  from  the  Select  Vestry  the  Overseers 
make  out  a  Rate  of  so  much  in  the  pound,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  valuation  of  houses, 
lands,  &c.  in  this  township,  which  is  after- 
wards signed  by  the  Magistrates, 

34. — We  having  a  just  and  equal  value  of  all  rateable 
Property  with  in  the  Township ;  each  pays  his 
exact  quota  without  variation  or  exception. 

J.  Little. 

3.5. — The  Overseers  take  no  part  in  deciding  ;  they 
only  execute  the  orders  of  the  Select  Vestry. 

• 

35. — There  is  no  interference  by  any  person. 

J.  Little. 

• 

• 

36.— 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood.   We  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  the  increased 
assessment  must  have  a  share  in  causiug  its  di- 
minution. 

37.— 

37. — Our  Labourers  continue  to  be  good  workmen. 

P.L.  (b.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WALTON.'  (3) 

WATERHEAD  Township.  (3) 

William  Steele, 

Vfjtrv  Plprk 

David  Ferguson, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

^8. — No  apportioning. 

28. — We  cannot  tell. 

• 

oq  Nnnp     "  Good  hand,  cood  hire." 

f 

29. — None. 

30. —  \s.  in  the  pound,  rack-rent  valuation. 

30. —  We  generally  have  three  rates  of  Is.  in  the  pound 

each  year,  according  to  our  valuation,  which  is  little  more 
than  one  third  of  the  rack  rent. 

31. — Neither  increased  nor  diminished. 

31. — ^Much  the  same. 

•?o     TTni-moi-lir  n  Splprt  Vp<;trv  nnd  Assistant  Overseer 
were  appointed  ;  since  they  were  discontinued 
the  Rates  are  much  reduced. 

32.  No;  but  an  A.ssistant  Overseer,  The  Parishioners 

think  they  reap  great  benefit  from  this  mode. 

33. — The  Overseers  levy  a  rate  (generally  6d.  in  the 
pound)  as  occasion  requires. 

33,— 

34. — The  Vestry  Clerk,  with  the  advice  and  by  the 
order  of  the  Overseers,  who  are  guided  by  a 
recently-made  Valuation,  in  the  most  exact  pro- 
portion. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  act  with  the  advice  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  General  Vestry.    The  Select 
Vestry  has  been  abolished.    The  poor  are  let 
by  public  competition  yearly,  and  the  system 
has  been  found  advantageous  to  both  paupers 
and  rate-payers. 

• 

35.— 

• 

36. — Rapidly  diminishing,  though  not  at  all  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the   administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36. — Increasing. 

37. — Better  workmen  in  general,  and  equally,  if  not 

more  industrious ;  but  owing  to  tlie  hazard  of  missing  em- 
ployment, and  the  scanty  wages  they  receive,  compared  with 
the  advanced  price  of  provisions,  and  not  being  allowed  vic- 
tuals A  formerly  by  their  employers,  their  hilarity  of  mind 
is  exchanged  for  distrust  .ind  gloom.    Their  appearance  and 
conduct  arc  nearly  tlie  very  reverse  of  what  a  few  years  ago  they 
were  ;  while  the  distance  at  which  they  are  held  by  their  em- 
ployers has  nearly,  or  perhaps  wholly,  broken  the  tie  of  attach- 
ment which  once  existed  between  the  Farmer  and  his  Labourer. 

37. — They  are  better  Labourers  than  formerly. 

Ansxvers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


WAVERTON  Quarter,  High  and  Low. 

(WiGTON  Parish.)  (1) 

W  E  T  H  E  R  A  L.  (S) 

John  Palmer,  Overseer, 
(Charles  Ray,  Churchwarden. 

28. —  No  such  regulations  are  adopted.    J.  P.  C.R. 

E.  Stanger,  P.Curate.  Answers  agreed  to  at  a  public  meeting;  Present, 
the  Curate,  members  of  S. Vestry,  Overseers,  and  principal  Inhabitants. 

23. — Not  applicable  in  this  parish. 

29.— None.                                         J.  P.  C.R. 

29. — None  at  all. 

30. — 2s.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent.           J.  P.  72. 

30. — \s.  Id.  rack  rent,  or  thereabouts. 

31. — Increased  for  the  three  years  last  past. 

J.  P.    C.  B. 

3L — Increased. 

32.— None.                                       J.  P.    C.  R. 

39. — There  is  a  Select  Vestry  and  one  Assistant  Over- 
seer, and  the  effect  good. 

33. — It  is  decided  by  the  Select  Vestry  and  Overseer  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  amount  depends  upon 
the  demands.                                    J.  P. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
Churchwardens  conjointly. 

34. — On    the   division   and    inclosure  of  Common 
Lands  the  Commissioners  then  employed  made 
a  general  value  of  all  the  lands  through  the 
several  quarters  of  the  parish,   and  on  that 
valuation  a  rate  was  affixed  which  has  ever  since 
been  acted  upon.                              J.  P. 

34. — The  same  persons ;  and  the  rate  for  each  is  made 
out  by  the  Clerk  of  the  meeting,  according  to 
a  parish  valuation. 

35. — There  is  no  special  manner  or  degree  of  inter- 
ference whatever,  but  all  advise  and  act  indif- 
ferently for  the  best. 
N.  B. — The    Select  Vestry  and   Overseers  are 
chosen  annually  by  all  the  Rate-payers. 

J.  P. 

35. — The  Vestry,  Overseers,  and  Churchwardens  act 

lU^CLliCi   ill  iiCClUilig   LlicdC  IlldLLClb.      OX10Ul(.l  citiy 

money  be  wanted  for  the  repairs  of  the  Church, 
&c.,  and  any  parishioner  object  to  its  being 
advanced  out  of  the  Poor  Rate,  a  separate  rate 
is  then  made  for  the  especial  purpose  by  the 
Churchwardens  only. 

36. — Nearly  stationary ;  but  not  influenced  by  the  Poor 
Laws.                                              C.  R. 

36. — Decreasing;  but  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  working  classes  is  not  im- 
proving ;  but  they  are  better  workmen.   C.  R^ 

m 

37. — Generally  improved. 

ii 
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County  of  Cumberland — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


"WIGTON  Quarter  or  Township  (Wigton  Parish).  (l) 

Joseph  Studholme,  Solicitor,  Chairman  of  Select  Vestry. 
William  Buttery,  Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — The  apportioning  of  labourers  in  any  way  is  unknown  in  this  township. 


29. — None  whatever. 


30. — About  Is.  "^d.  rack  rent. 


31. — Increased  a  little,  owing  to  extraordinary  law  expenses. 


32. — We  have  both,  and  the  effect  has  been  most  beneficial. 


33.  — The  Select  Vestry  of  the  township  examine  the  Accounts  every  fortnight,  and  when  the  current  rate  is 

nearly  expended,  they  enter  an  order  in  their  minute-book  for  the  Churchwarden  and  Overseer  to  get  a 
new  rate  allowed  by  two  Magistrates.  The  rates  are  expended  entirely  under  the  directions  of  the  Select 
Vestry ;  and  each  rate  is  6rf.  in  the  pound  upon  all  rateable  property,  according  to  a  valuation  made  of 
the  township.  J.  S. 

 ^  

34.  — The  Select  Vestrv,  along  with  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseer.  J.  S. 


35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseer,  and  Select  Vestry  act  together,  and  never  separately;  nor  do  they 
interfere  with  each  other.    In  fact,  the  Select  Vestry  have  the  entire  management  of  the  poor.      J.  S. 


36. — We  think  diminishing  ;  but  we  do  not  attribute  this  diminution  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — We  cannot  perceive  any  change  in  these  respects. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  DERBY — continued. 


ANSWER  S. 


A  L  F  R  E  T  0  N.  (3) 

CHESTERFIELD.  (3) 

TliOi.  liilbij. 

Langtori  Hiill. 

Edmund  G,  Maynurd, 
J.  P. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — No. 

29. — None. 

30.— 

30. — 'About  3s.  in  the  pound,  at  the  rate  of  two  thirds 
of  the  rack  rent. 

31.— 

• 

31. — Increased  a  little,  which  has  been  progressive. 

32.— 

32.— No. 

33. — There  is  no  Vestry  Meeting  appointed  ns  such  ; 
but  a  Committee  of  five  principalin  habitants 
manage  the  poor,  and  direct  the  number  of 
levies  requisite. 

33. — The  Inhabitants  and  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers of  each  hamlet  in  the  parish  meet  once  a 
month,  or  oftener,  for  this  and  other  purposes. 

34.— According  to  a  valuation  taken  about  1816  ;  and 
^         is  in  other  respects  regulated  by  the  Committee. 

34. — Decided  at  the  Parish  Meeting,  upon  the  valua- 
tion of  two  thirds  of  the  rack  rent  generally. 

35.— The  Acting  Overseer  decides  in  all  cases,  except 
when  dithculties  occur,  wnen  he  applies  to  the 
aforesaid  Committee  for  advice. 

35.— 

36. — Yearly  diminishing ;  but  not  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing  very  much,  from  the  high  rents, 
price  of  labour,  and  increase  of  poor'.s  rate  not 
being  counterbalanced  by  a  remunerating  price 
for  agricultural  produce. 

37. — Much  the  same ;  but,  if  any  thing,  rather  worse. 

37. — Diminishing.  When  the  agricultural  labourers 
leave  their  employment,  and  join  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial,  they  acquire  idle  and 
disorderly  habits  by  associating  with  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  labourers:  viz.  colliers, 
iron-stone  getters,  and  foundry-men. 
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County  of  Derby — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHURCH  GRESLEY.  (3) 

KIRK  L  ANGLE  Y.  (1) 

George  Buckley, 

Overseer. 

Henry  James  Fielden,  Rector. 
James  Brough,  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation.  J.B. 

29. — None.   We  have  no  single  Labourers  at  present. 

29. — The  Wages  given  are  according  to  the  ability  of  the 
man,  not  with  any  view  to  his  family.  H.  J.  F. 

The  married  men,  being  generally  the  most  expe- 
rienced, liHve  the  best  Wnaes,  according  to  tht-ir  ability.     J.  B. 

30. — Rated  at  1  Od.  in  the  Pound ;  but  cannot  tell  how 
estimated. 

30. — The  Poor's  Rate,  which  includes  the  County  Rate, 

is  about  4s.  od.  an  acre,  which  is  not  far  short  (if  any  thing)  of 
one  fifth  of  the  actual  rent.                                        J.  B, 

31. — No,  we  think  not. 

31. — Increased  very  much.  J.B. 
• 

32. — Neither. 

32. — We  have  had  a  Select  Vestry  several  years,  with 
good  effect;  but  we  never  had  an  Assistant 
Overseer.                                         J.  B. 

33.—. 

33. — The  Overseer  is  empowered  by  a  general  Vestry 
to  raise  the  requisite  sums.               H.  J.  F. 

The  Overseers  raise  the  money  necessary  by  a 
regular  rate.                                   J.  B. 

34-.— 

34. — The  parish  has  within  the  last  two  years  been 
surveyed  and  valued  for  a  new  rate,  which  was 
made  by  the  valuers.                      H.  J.  F. 

A  legal  rate  is  made  out;  and  every  person  pays 
the  whole,  or  no  part  if  he  is  considered  unable. 

J.B. 

35.— 

• 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  each  take  part  in 
discussing  the  cases  ;  but  it  always  ends  in  not 
enrorcmg  the  payment  or  trifling  sums.  J.x». 

'36. — We  think  much  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  years 
back. 

36. — Diminishing  certainly.    The  mal-administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws  and  Bastardy  Laws  conjointly 
has  mainly  contributed  to  such  diminution. 

H.J.F. 

37. — Worse  than  formerly. 

• 

37. — Since  the  adoption  of  a  new  system,  commenced 
about  two  years  since,  there  is  evidently  more 
energy  and  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Labourers.                                H.'  J'  F. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Derby — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


Hundreds  of  OFFLOW  NORTH,  Stafford,  and 
REPTON  and  GRESLY,  Derby.  (3) 

Sir  Oswald  Mosley,  Bart. 

SUDBURY.  (2) 

Henry  Chowncr, 
Amnymous. 

28.— 

28. — No.  Anon. 

29. — None. 

29, — No.  Anon. 
There  is  a  difference,  arising  from  single  men  being 
taken  altogether  under  the  roof  of  their  employ- 
ers,  and  hired  by  the  year  at  low  wages.  ±1.  C. 

SC- 

30.— Sixpenny  levy ;  about  four  in  the  year.  Anon. 

SI  

31. — Diminished.  Anon. 

32.— 

32. — Assistant  Overseer.    No  Select  Vestry.  Anon. 

33.— 

33. — ^The  Occupiers  generally,  subject  to  the  sanction 
of  a  Magistrate.                              H.  C. 

34. 

34. — The  amount  is  decided  from  the  rate  book, 
with  which  the  parishioners  are  supposed  to 
be  satisfied ;  otherwise  the  decision  would  be 
made  by  the  occupants.                    H.  C. 

35 • 

35. — The  decision  is  altogether  with  the  Vestry. 

H.C. 

36«— I  fear  that  tlie  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is 
rather  diminishing  in  the  neighbourhood  j  the 
increasing  burthen  of  the  Poor  is  one  cause  of 
this  diminution,  but  I  could  state* other  causes 
which  have  a  more  direct  effect. 

36. — Diminishing:  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the  depressed 
state  of  things,  arising  from  taxation  and  from 
the  change  of  currency.                     H.  C. 

37. — iThe  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood is  unfortunately  diminishing,  and  they  are 
in  general  supposed  to  be  worse  workmen  than 
formerly  :  of  course  there  are  happily  many 
exceptions  to  these  instances  of  deterioration. 

37. — There  is  no  difference  in  the  industry  of  Labour- 
ers who  are  constantly  employed;  but  in  that  of 
men  who  force  themselves  upon  their  Parish  for 
employment  there  is  a  great  fidling  ofiF.   H.  C. 
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County  of  Derby — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


T  I  S  S  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (2) 


Sir  Henry  Filzhcrbert,  Bart. 


28.— Not  apportioned. 


29. — No  difference  usuall}'. 


30. — Three  Rates  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  two  thirds  of  the  real  value  of  the  land;  besides  these 
there  are  two  other  sixpenny  Rates,  for  County  Rates,  &c. 


31. — The  Rates  have  increased  in  the  last  year  in  consequence  of  a  cotton-mill  having  stopped  work  Tor  some 
time. 


32. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 


33.  — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  as  many  of  the  Parishioners  as  choose  to  attend  the  Vestry  held  in 

the  church  after  Divine  Service  every  fourth  Sunday,  considering  the  probable  monthly  demand  for  the 
necessary  relief  of  the  Poor,  determine  upon  the  amount  of  an  Assessment  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary 
expenditure  for  the  succeeding  three  or  four  months  ;  and  thus  sanctioned  they  apply  to  the  Magistrates 
in  Petty- Sessions  to  sign  their  Rate:  but  the  Magistrates  object  to  allow  the  required  Rates  unless  the 
Overseer  satisfactorily  proves  that  the  whole  of  the  former  Rate  has  been  collected  and  expended. 

34.  — The  Poor  Rate  in  this  as  in  most  other  Parishes  is  assessed  upon  ancient  and  unequal  valuations. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  take  an  equal  part  with  the  Parishioners  in  deciding  all  these  matters. 


36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  district  has  diminished;  but  I  think  that  the  diminution  is  i^ 
a  very  small  degree  to  be  attributed  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  as  good  workmen  as  they  formerly  were ;  but  employment  is  much  more  scarce,  and 
frequently  rendered  less  attainable  by  discharged  workmen  from  the  factories,  who  though  very  inferior 
to  the  agricultural  labourers  are  obliged  to  be  employed. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  DEVON — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ASHPRINGTON.  (1) 

A  W  L  I  S  C  0  M  B  E.  (3) 

Rev.  J.  Ley, 
Rector. 

28.— 

//.  B.  Lott.    Rev.  W.  E.  Fitzihomas,  Curate. 
W,  Banjield,  Lhurcnwaroen. 

28. — They  are  not  so  apportioned. 

W.E.F.    W.B.  H.B.L. 

r\         TVT  AHA 

29.— —IN  one. 

!6  J  «"     '  IN  O  Ulllcl  tJllt^C  WllaLCVCl* 

W.E.F.    W.B.  H.B.L. 

SO.— 

30. — At  rack  rent,  or  nearly  so,  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound, 
including  county  rates.   W.E.F.  W.B.  H.B.L. 

31.— 

21. — Decreased,  but  not  more  than  they  appear  to 
vary  from  casualties.     W.E.F.  W.B.  H.B.L. 

32. — 

32. — JNeitner.               n'.Jb.l'.    yv.ij.   ti.  n.  lu. 

33. — There  is  no  previous  decision  how  much  shall  be 
raised.  The  Overseers  make  three  collections,  pro- 
portioned to  the  supposed  necessity  ;  the  first  collec- 
tion is  of  about  one  third,  the  second  about  one  third, 
and  before  these  are  expended  the  Vestry  may  guess 
how  manv  more  Rates  may  be  necessary. 

33. — The  Overseers  make  a  Rate  at  Easter,  taking  the 
former  Rate  as  their  estimate,  and  it  is  signed 
by  two  Magistrates.  The  Rate  is  read  by  the 
parish  Clerk  in  Church  the  following  Sunday, 
and  may  be  inspected,  when  any  body  who  feels 
aggrieved  nas  me  iigni  oi  appeal,  ir.jii.j.. 

34 — In  every  parish  that  I  am  acquainted  with  there 
is  a  Poor  Rate  which  has  been  used  ;  this  Rate  may 
be  annually  renewed  or  altered  by  theChurclivvardens 
and  Overseers ;  and  it  may  be  objected  to  by  any 
payer  who  thinks  it  worth  while  to  incur  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  proving  himself,  at  the  County  Ses- 
sions, unfairly  rated.  If  there  be  no  appeal  to  the 
Sessions  the  Rate  will  be  allowed. 

34,. — The  Piates  are  made  from  a  Valuation  of  the 
parish  made  many  years  since.    Where  new 
houses  have  been  built,  or  improvements  (of 
waste   land  for  instance)  made,  the   Rate  is 
regulated  by  that  valuation.            W.  E.  F, 

35, — If  any  difFcrence  of  opinion  arise,  it  is  decided  by 
vote  in  Vestry. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry ;  doubtful  points  are 
decided  by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  in 
Vestry  assembled.    The  Overseers  have  no 
casting  voice  or  influence  from  their  situation 
as  Overseers.                              W.  E.  F. 

—  Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  general  de- 
pression, not  from  the  Poor  Laws.  Relief  from 
the  Poor's  Rates  may  be  considered  as  v/ages 
for  doing  nothing.  Many  cannot  work,  but 
they  must  be  supported. 

36.  The   capital  has  diminished  considerably,  not 

from  any  cause  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws, 
but  from  the  depressed  state  of  agricultural 
produce,  by  a  v/ant  of  demand  in  the  markets. 

W.E.F.  H.B.L. 

m 

37. — Diminishing,  because  they  are  less  controllable, 
and  less  desirous  to  be  taught.  Conceit  in- 
creases, and  the  really  ignorant  arc  apt  to  con- 
sider themselves  already  wise. 

37.— The  labourers  in  tjiis  district  are  generally  in- 
dustrious and  hard-working.      The  price  of 
labour  having  fallen,  they  may  not  be  so  zealous 
as  they  were  in  better  times ;  but  they  are  still 
ready  to  exert  themselves  whenever  an  adequate 
remuneration  may  be  obtained. 

W.E.F.  H.B.L. 

k  — — 
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County  of  Devon — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


BLACKAUTON. 

William  Cutmore. 
William  Tuckerman. 

28. — Yes,  they  are,  as  many  as  are  wanted. 


(3) 


29.— -According  to  abilities. 


30. — According  to  the  rate  of  parish ;  2d.  in  the  pound. 


31. — Increased. 


32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry  now ;  it  was  the  case, 
but  declined  in  consequence  of  non-attendance. 


33.— 


34. 


35.— 


36. — We  think  diminishing;  and  we  attribute  it  in 
some  measure  to  the  present  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — We  think,  worse. 


B  R  I  X  H  A  M. 

James  Beer,  Overseer. 
N.  Browse,  Churchwarden. 


28.— No. 


(3) 


J.B. 


29. — None. 


N.  B.  J.  B. 


30. — 45.  9d.  in  the  pound,  at  rack  rent.  J.  B. 


31. — Just  the  same  as  last  year. 


J.B. 


32. — Both.  I  consider  the  business  more  regular  than 


under  the  old  system. 


J.B. 


33.— 'Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


JB. 


34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


JB, 


35. — The  Vestry  does  not  interfere  in  making  th 
Rates.  J.  B. 


36. — As  usual. 


N.B.  J.B. 


37. — The  labourers  are  just  as  usual. 
Just  as  formerly. 


N.B. 
J.B. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Devon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  BUDEAUX.  (3) 

CHURSTON  FERRERS.  (1) 

•    John  Fortescue,  Overseer. 
fVilliam  loms,  6o,  o4,  6d. 

28. — Farmers  employ  as  many  Labourers  as  they  can 
flfTnrd  to  nav. 

James  Turpin,  Overseer. 
John  Bailey  8f  Nicholas  Grant,  Overseers,  .33,  34,  35. 

28.— No. 

29.— No. 

SO. — 5s.  in  the  pound  on  the  full  value  of  land,  and  on 
two-thirds  house  property. 

SC.— At  l^d.  in  the  pound  rated,  and  collecting  about 
32  rates  in  the  year  on  the  average. 

31. — Diminished. 

31.— No. 

^9     Wr  Vinvr  Viarl  a  SpIppI  Vestrv  for  10  vears.  and  it 
works  well. 

32.— No. 

S3.— Parish  Officers  and  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assem- 
bled for  such  period  as  they  think  necessary. 

33. — Magistrates,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers. 

34. — Parish  Officers  and  Rate-payers,  with  the  assist- 
ance  of  a  Land  Surveyor. 

i 

34).— Magistrates,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers. 

35. — Parish  Officers,  and  a  majority  of  Rate-payers  in 
Select  Vestry. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.    No  Select 
Vestry. 

36. — Diminishing ;  as  proof,  we  have  been  obliged  to 
distrain  for  Poor's  Rates;  but  the  diminution  is 
not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  high  Rents. 

36.— 

37. — Just  as  I  ever  remember  it. 

37.— 
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County  of  Devon  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


D  A  R  T  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (2) 

HEAVITREE.  (3) 

Rev.  H.  Froiede,  Rector  &  J.  P. 
(J.  Hall  Parlby,  Off.  Min.  33,  34.) 

W.  Reed,             '  1 
Assistant  Overseer.  i 

9&. — The  surplus  hands  are  hired  at  reduced  wages  by 

^~^f»i^iir\iovc    in  I'^vrtnrirf inTi  fn  trip  pvtpnf"  r^f  tnpir 

V^LLUUlcXo^   111   IJX  v^UUl  tiUlJ           LllC  CA-LCllL    KJi  llJClL 

farms. 

28.—  1 

 1 

29.— 'No  difference,  except  when  hired  under  the  system 
stated  in  the  last  Answer. 

Xll  !j^cllt:l  tH  LIJC  UcbL  »Vtl»^eb  die  pj  Kl  L\>  Lliu  Ulllllfll* 

ried,  as  they  have  a  greater  stimulus  to  work 
well,  and  not  the  dernier  recourse  to  the  parish. 

30. — About  Is.  Sd.  in  the  pound  on  the  rack  rent  as 
nett  value- 

30.— 

Si. — Increased  in  a  trifling  degree. 

31.— 

Uz.— JNo. 

32. — 

i 

33, — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Magistrates. 

33.— The  Select  Vestry. 

J 



34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseer. ' 

34. — The  amount  depends  on  the  value  of  each  Occu- 
pation, ascertained  by  a  general  survey. 

35.— 

35. — The    Churchwardens,   Overseers,    and  Select 
Vestry  agree  by  vote  of  the  majority  present. 

J 

36. — Three  successive  unfavourable  seasons,  in  1828, 
1829,  and  1830, 1  believe,  have  diminished  agri- 
cultural capital  in  this  neighbourhood.  The 
distress  of  the  Farmers  was  consequently  aggra- 
vated by  an  increase  in  the  Poor's  Rate. 

36. — It  is  very  stationary. 

37. — Farmers  complain  of  the  inattention  and  idleness 
ot  their  Labourers,  but,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes, 
I  believe  they  are  not  less  industrious  than  they  used 
to  be;  but  1  think  the  certainty  of"  labour  from  the 
parish  when  out  of  employ  frequently  leads  men  to 
acts  of  incivility,  and  sometimes,  possibly,  to  indif- 
ference about  retaining  their  places.  The  same  feel- 
ing leads,  undoubtedly,  to  neglect  of  work  among 
those  who  care  little  for  character. 

37. — The  industry  is  certainly  diminishing ;  the  La- 
bourers appear  to  be  less  inclined  to  be  indus- 
trious ;  and  the  cause  is  easily  explained  — the 
ready  access  to  relief  from  the  Poor's  Rate. 

I 
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County  of  Devon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ID  DES  LEIGH.  (3) 

L  A  N  D  K  E  Y.  (3) 

Hugh  Mallet,  J.r. 
Thomas  Stldon,  Overseer. 

Thomns  Gould, 

Overseer. 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  the  extent  of  occu- 
pation, but  all  will  not  bear  their  share,  espe- 
cially during  Winter,                          T.  S. 

28. — The  employment  of  Labourers  depends  more 
upon  the  wealthy,  provident,  and  improving 
Farmers,  than  on  the  extent  of  their  occiipalicns. 

29. — No  difference.                          H.  M.  T.  S. 

29. — None. 

30  — The  Rates  are  estimated  by  a  vaUiation  of  the 

annual  value  of  each  Farm  in  a  parish,  but  taken  lower  than  its 
real  value  at  rack-rent.  Last  year  iij.  in  the  pound  was  paid.  T  S. 

30. — 85.  Sd.  per  pound,  according  to  the  Parish  Rates; 
about  5s.  lOJ.  per  pound,  Rack  Rent. 

3L — They  have  diminished  since  last  year  about  _^18 
in  the  year.                                        T.  S. 

3L — One  fifth  during  the  last  five  years. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.                     T.  S. 

32  — No  ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  which  the  parish 
consider  a  great  improvement. 

33. — The  Rate- payers  in  half-yearly  Vestry.    H.  M. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  poor. 

34. — Each  person's  amount  is  in  proportion  to  the  sum 
at  which  his  property  is  rated.            H.  M. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  by  a  Rate, 
which  Rate  is  signed  by  the  Magistrates  at  their 
Petty  Sessions. 

3.5. — In  country  parishes  the  general  custom,  is  to  have 
a  monthly  meeting  of  the  Rate-payers,  at  which 
all  matters  relating  to  the  Poor  are  determined 
by  a  majority.                                  H.  M. 

35- — The  Assistant  Overseer  attends  monthly  to  pay 
the  poor,  and  to  decide  on  all  other  matters 
relating  thereto,  assisted  by  the  Overseers  and 
Churchwardens  of  the  poor  ;  and  the  whole 
under  the  superintendence  of  a  Magistrate  resid- 
ing in  the  parish. 

• 

36. — Agricultural  capital  has  certainly  been  diminish- 
ing for  some  years  past,  and  though  the  great 
increase  of  the  Poor's  Rate  (being  double  in  this 
parish  to  what  it  was  thirty  years  since)  must 
tend  to  produce  this  effect,  yet  the  main  cause 
is  undoubtedly  the  low  price  of  agricultural 
produce.                                         //.  M. 

36'. — Certainly  diminishing  in  this  neighbourhood, 
arising  from  the  amazing  increase  of  Tithes  and 
Poor's  Rates,  which  might  be  improved  by  a 
better  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  this  parish  and 
neighbourhood  seems  to  be  much  the  same  as 
it  was  formerly.  They  are  for  the  most  part 
'orderly,  well-behaved  Men  ;  contented  and  in- 
dustrious.                                        //.  M. 

1 

37. — Much  improveil. 

P./,.  (b.)  — Part  IIL 
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County  of  Devon  —  coniiiiued. 


ANSWERS. 


MILTON  DAMAREL.  (3) 

NEV^TON   FERRERS,  (1&3) 

P.  Saunders, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Rev.  J.  Yonge,  Rector. 
fVrn.  Adams,  Churchwarden. 

28. —Taken  according  to  tlie  parish  rate. 

• 

28. — No  regulation  on  this  head. 

29. — No  distinclion. 

29. — None. 

30.— 9s.  according  lo  the  parish  rate. 

30. — Rates  per  pound  about  3s.  6d. 

31.— Just  the  same. 

31. — The  Rates  for  the  year  ending  Lady-day  1832, 
were  just  the  same  in  amount  as  the  preceding 
year. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— The  parish  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  collect  either  nine  or  four  Rates 
and  a  half,  of  Id.  each,  as  the  necessity  of  the 
case  may  require.                               J.  Y. 

S't.— The  Vestry. 

• 

34'. — It  is  usual  in  this  neighbourhood  for  the  Vestry 

to  select  some  one  or  two  Land  Surveyors  not  resident  in  the 
parish  to  value  the  parish,  paying  them  from  ^30  to  £so, 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  parish  j  and  the  seriousness  of  this 
charge  frequently  prevents  a  due  regard  to  justice  in  apportioning 
the  Rate  in  succeeding  years,  which,  in  consideration  of  the 
fluctuation  of  the  value  of  lands  and  houses  from  time  to  time, 
ought  unquestionably  to  be  corrected  as  often  as  necessary.  Small 
housekeepers  and  others  are  afraid  of  the  expense  of  an  appeal. 
In  tliis  parish,  until  about  twelve  or  fourteen  years  since,  1  believe 
the  same  Rate  had  exisiel  for  a  hundred  years,              J.  Y. 

35, — Both  Overseeus  and  the  Vestry  generally. 

• 

35. — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  peace  in  a 
parish  if  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens 
made  the  Rate  themselves.                  J.  Y, 

.36. — Diminishing,  the  Poor  and  Titlie  Laws  being  so 
oppressive. 

36. — The  Capital  is  rather  increasing  than  diminishing, 
but  in  nowise  attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

517. — Just  the  same. 

37. — I  think  they  are  worse  workmen  than  they  were. 
This  remark  does  not  of  course  apply  to  all. 
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County  of  Devon  — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY.  (1) 

P  L  Y  M  S  T  O  C  K.  (3) 

Rev.  W.  J.  Coppard, 

Minister. 

Robert  Rowe. 

28. — Not  by  any  fixed  rule. 

28.— 

29. — No  difference. 

2 i7  •  ■     i>J  U  Uiiit;!  cI.'Cw  lUl   UUIC  UUUlCCl  IHCLI. 

30. — About  2s.  in  the  pound. 

30,— 

31. — They  have  been  stationary  during  the  last  seven 
years. 

31.— 

32. — JNo  oelect  Vestry. 

32. — 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  a  Rate, 
and  apply  to  the  Magistrates  of  the  District 
to  allow  it ;  and  it  is  then  published  in  the 
Church. 

33.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  If  any  payer 
feels  aggrieved  he  appeals  to  the  District  Ma- 
gistrates, who  leave  ihe  parties,  if  dissatisfied, 
pfiwer  to  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

34.— 

35.— 

• 
• 

• 

35.— 

36. — About  the  same  during  the  last  seven  years. 

36. — Diminishing;  not  particularly  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — They  understand  their  work  better;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  their  industry  has  proportion- 
ably  increased. 

37. — Much  diminished. 
• 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL  .  d  d  2 
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County  of  Devon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  II O  B  R  O  0  K  E.  (3) 

TAMERTON  FOLIATT.  (3) 

William  May,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Henry  Pitt,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

Jolin  Roberts,  Overseer. 
William  Smith,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

28  No. 

28. — No;  each  employs  as  he  has  need,  and  can  get 
money  to  pay  them,  if  they  are  able  men. 

29.— No. 

29.  — Not  any. 

• 

30. — 3s.  3d.  per  pound,  according  to  real  value. 

30. — 35.  4'7.  at  valuation. 

31. — Just  the  same. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— None. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  with  consent 
of  Rate-payers.                                H.  P. 

33. — The  Overseers  apply  to  the  Magistrates  to  sign 
a  Rate,  which  is  published  in  Church  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday.                                W.  S. 

34-. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  and  a  majo- 
rity of  Rate-payers,  at  a  Vestry,  when  any 
alteration  takes  place.                        H.  P. 

34. — As  per  valuation  made  in  1826,  and  consented  to 
by  the  parishioners.                             W.  S. 

• 

35. — The  Churchwardens,   Overseers,  and  Assistant 
Overseers  attend  in  Vestry  with  the  Rate-payers 
every  month,  and  decide  what  is  necessary. 

H.  P. 

35. — The  accounts  of  the  Poor  are  made  up  every 
month.     A  Vestry  is   called  by  the  Parish 
Clerk,  and  the  Parishioners  meet  the  Overseer 
in  Vestry,  when  the  expenditure  is  examined, 
the  book  signed  by  those  present,  and  the 
general  business  gone  through.            W.  S. 

0 

• 

36. — We  believe  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  has 
been  diminishing  for  several  years  past,  owing 
to  increase  in  population,  and  consequent  in- 
crease of  poor,  and  partly  to  tenants  paying  the 
whole  of  the  Poor's  Rates. 

36.— 

S7. — We  do  dot  think  there  is  an  increase  of  industry, 
nor  do  we  think  labourers  are  worse  workmen 
tiian  formerly. 

• 

37.— 
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County  of  Devon  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 

T  H  0  R  V  E  R  T  0  N.  ^3) 

TOTNESS.  (1) 

Christopher  Babbage, 
*                    Assistant  Overseer. 

William  Bowden  &  R.  Soper,  Overseers. 
Charles  Taylor,  Churchwarden. 

28. — Not  apportioned,  but  employed  as  required. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — JN(j  uiiierence. 

30. — About  3s.  4(1.,  according  to  the  assessment. 

30  

31. —  Much  increased,  arising  from  many  of  the  la- 
bourers ceasing  to  belong  to  two  Friendly  Societies,  assigning  as  a 
reason  that  thev  were  onlvsavinn  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish. 

31.— 

32. — Both  ;  and  productive  of  good. 

32.— 

S3. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens. 

« 

33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers.              C.  T. 

84. — The  Rate  is  made  by  two  disinterested  surveyors, 
and  apportioned  according  to  the  rental  by  them 
and  the  Select  Vestry. 

34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers.              C.  T. 

35. — The  Overseers  call  a  Meeting  of  the  principal 
payers,  who,  with  the  Select  Vestry,  determine 
ail  matters  of  importance  touching  parochial 
business. 

35. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  The  Select  Vestry 

• 

36. — Diminishing;  arising  from  very  large  out-goings, 
consisting  of  high  rents,  exorbitant  tithes,  and 
other  parochial  expences. 

36.— No  alteration. 

37. — Diminishing;  arising  from  indolent  habits,  pro- 
duced generally  by  their  looking  for  parochial 
relief. 

37.— Rather  diminishing. 
• 

PL.  (b.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Devon — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


TOWNSTALL.  (1) 

UP  LYME.  (3) 

Robert  Holdsworth, 

Vicur. 

Sir  John  Talbot,  Kart.  .1.  P. 

TlinvYi  lit]  I  a  nil    i.  ^\\\\Y<'\'\  vvjirnPti 

28.— 

28. — Not  exactly  apportioned.    This  parish  is  gene- 
rally composed  of  small  farms.    The  Occupiers  of 
many  of  them  Iiaviiig  but  little  capital,  iney  witli 
their  sons  do  much  of  the  labour.                T.  G. 

29. — No  difference.  • 

29._There  is  no  difference.               J.  T.  2.G. 

30.— 

30.— 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  rack  rent. 

T.G. 

31.— 

31.— Very  little  variation.                             T.  G. 

32. — 

Qo  No                                                   T  G 

33. — The  Overseers,  when  they  enter  upon  office,  call 
a  General  Vestry,  at  which  they  state  they  are 
going  to  make  a  Rate ;  and  wlien  this  is  ex- 
pended they  apply  to  the  Magistrates,  with  or 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Vestry,  tor  a  similar 
Rate. 

33.— The  Vestry.                                      J.  T. 

34-. — The  Overseers,  who  afterwards  have  the  list  pub- 
lished in  the  parish  church.  Any  person  who 
thinks  himself  aggrieved  has  a  power  of  appeal 
to  the  next  Quarter  Sessions. 

34. — The  Vestry,  which  consists  of  all  the  Rate-payers 
who  choose  to  attend.                          J.  T. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  guided  in  the  proportions  to 
be  paid  by  each  individual  by  the  Rates  of  last 
year ;  but  if  any  one  makes  complaint  to  the 
General  Vestry  he  sometimes  (perhaps  generally) 
obtains  redress.  Sometimes  the  Overseers  make 
the  alteration  in  each  person's  rate  amount 
without  reference  to  the  Vestiy  Meeting. 
The  expense  of  appeid  to  the  Quarter  Sessions 
is  so  great  that  most  submit  to  the  Overseers' 
assessment. 

35. — The  Vestiy  decide  all  these  matters.        J.  T. 
• 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  certainly  not  increasing, 
and  the  Poor's  Rates  certainly  contribute  to 
this  effect.  The  Rates  now  fluctuate  greatly, 
from  the  uncertain  demands  on  them,  but  on 
the  avenige  they  steadily  increase. 

36.— -Agricultural  capital  is  diminishing.     I  do  not 
think  this  diminution  can  be  attributed  to  any 
cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Pcor  Laws,  because  so  little  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  amount  of  the  Poor's  Rate,  or  in 
the  mode  of  administration.                 J.  T. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  less  indus- 
trious and  worse  workmen  than  they  formerly 
were. 


37 — The  industry  of  the  labourers  is  much  tlie  same 
as  formerly.  J.  T. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  nr. 

County  of  Devon  —  continued.  » 
ANSWERS. 

WESTDOWN.  (3) 

 T  •  

W  H  I  M  P  L  E.  (3) 

George  Larigdon, 

Overseer. 

I  nomas  BuUer,  J.  I . 

28.— No. 

28.— 

^y-— iNo  uibiinciion* 

• 

29. — None,  except  where  the  system  of  Roundsmen 
has  been  adopted,  and  this  is  not  general. 

30. — 2s.  Gd.  The  parish  was  valued  in  the  year  1829. 

30.— 

31. — About  par. 

3L 

.                           Ill                                         *1                                              1*  IIIT 

32. — A  small  decrease  in  the  expenditure,  and  the  old 
and  infirm  poor  are  belter  taken  care  of. 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  levy  a  Rate. 
The  Select  Vestry  regulates  the  expenditure. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Oveerseers. 

34. — The  Parish  Officers  levy  upon  an  old-establishtd 
Rate,  and  according  to  the  valuation  of  each 
tenement  in  that  Rate. 

35  — 

35.— 

• 

36.— Diminishing;  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  Ciiuse 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

• 

36. — The  great  depression  in  the  price  of  Agricultural 

proiluce  in  the  year  1822  occasioned  most  severe  distress  in  this 
neighbouihood.  The  conseijuence  was,  that  property  changed 
hands.  Since  thii  period  prices  have  risen  ;  and  as  the  farms 
appear  to  be  all  stocked,  and  as  cultivation  seems  to  be  both  im- 
proved by  draining,  &c.,  and  extended,  since  this  period,  I  should 
very  much  question  vvliether  agricultural  capital  h?d  really  dinii- 
ciihed.  It  is  always  doubtful,  however,  whether  these  improve- 
ments are  the  result  of  the  voluntary  or  the  compulsory  employ- 
ment of  the  labourer  under  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — About  p.ir. 

37.' — I  do  not  think  them  less  industrious  than  for- 
merly. My  esptrience,  however,  has  not  been  long  ;  but  I  judge 
from  my  own  knowledge  for  the  last  ij  years,  and  by  report  of 
the  past.  Servants  are  now  more  dependant  on  their  masters,  and 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  other  emj'loyment,  are  more 
anxious  to  give  satisfaction.  In  j.opulous  parishes,  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  constant  employ  leads  to  idleness  and  want,  which 
inevitably  swell  the  number  of  petty  depredations.  Ui!que3tion;.bly 
in  such  pari:hej  the  character  of  the  labourer  has  deteriorated  ; 
and  wherever  the  system  of  Roundsmen  has  prevailed,  industry 
is  paralysed,  since  it  has  lost  it?  reward. 

P.L.  (E.)-.PAnT  IIL 
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County  of  Devon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WOODBURY. 

Joteph  L.  Lindsey, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


(3) 


28  — 


29.— The  same. 


30. 


31.— 


32. 


33. 


34.— 


35.— 


36. — Property  has  decreased,  with  an  increase  of  popu- 
lation and  of  the  Poor  Rates. 


WOOLBOROUGH. 

John  Alsop, 

Overseer. 


(1) 


28.— No. 


29. — None. 


30.— Rates,  estimated  at  rack-rent,  about  2s.  3d.  in  the 
pound. 


31. — Near  as  usual. 


32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer;  it  is 
useful. 


33. — The  concerns  of  this  parish,  as  respects  the  poor, 
are  under  the  management  of  a  Select  Ve.stry 
(Bourne's  Act),  who  are  presumed  to  have  the 
control  of  all  monies  raised  and  expended  on 
account  of  the  poor. 


34. — It  is  usual  when  the  Overseers  are  appointed  to 
go  over  the  Rate  Book  and  adjust  any  errors  that 
may  exist  therein  (arising  from  deterioration  or 
improvement  of  property), and  fix  the  Rateequit- 
ably.  This  rate  is  Is.  in  the  pound  on  houses, and 
ls.6d.  on  lands,  on  annual  (nominal)value.  The 
Rate  is  signed  by  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers, 
and  two  Magistrates,  and  published  in  Church. 


35.- 


36. —  I  am  unable  to  answer  the  question. 


37.— Much  the  same. 


37. — The  able-bodied  labourers  of  this  parish  are, 
understand,  as  industrious  as  ever,  and  anxious 
to  bring  up  their  families  respectably;  and  are, 
I  believe,  generally  good  workmen. 
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County  of  DORSET — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

BLANDFORD  DIVISION.  (3) 


E.  B.  Portman,  Acting  Magistrate. 
J.  A.  Ilott. 


2S.— No.  E.  B.  P. 


29. — No- 

E.  B.  P. 

No  difference. 

J.  A.  L 

30.— 
• 

31. — Very  little  variation. 

E.  B.  P. 

32.— 

33. — There  is  no  formal  decision.  The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as  often  as  they  deem  it  requisite,  levy  a  Rate. 
In  some  few  parishes  the  Vestry  is  consulted  upon,  or  rather  informed  of,  the  proceedings  on  these  subjects 
by  the  Overseers.  E.  B.  P. 


34. — The  Overseers  are  guided  by  the  Rate  Books  delivered  by  their  predecessors,  as  being  acknowledged  as  a 
fair  assessment.  On  any  consolidation  or  division  of  property  the  Overseers  make  the  requisite  alteration 
in  the  Rate  Book.  On  any  great  change  the  Vestry  is  consulted,  and,  if  needful,  a  land  surveyor  is 
employed  to  make  a  new  valuation,  which  the  Overseers  adopt.  It  is  legally  requisite  that  the  majority  of 
the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  should  sign  the  Rate  before  Justices  sign  it,  whence,  the  former  being 
seldom  legally  appointed  and  sworn,  results  much  inconvenience.  E.  B.  P. 


35. — The  Vestry  seldom  interfere,  unless  the  Overseers  require  their  aid,  or  some  of  the  Rate-payers  see  reason 
to  call  it  together  to  discuss  these  matters.  E.  B.  P. 


36. — Certainly  diminishing,  and  no  doubt  the  great  expence  attending  the  Poor  Laws  has  in  some  measure 
contributed  to  it.  jr  J,  /. 

E.  k  p. 


37. — Certainly  worse  than  formerly,  but  we  must  admit  that  in  some  measure  it  is  from  there  being  more 
out  of  employ  than  formerly,  and  being  sent  on  the  roads,  which  tends  to  create  idle  and  dissolute 
habits.  J.  ^.  I 

E.  B.  P. 
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County  of  Dorset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARY,  BLANDFORD.  (3) 

BROADWAY.  (3) 

Leonard  Wasse,  1  --,1  , 
Wm.Hibberd,  jChward-. 

John  Steel,      1  „ 

Chas.  Barfoot,]^'^''^^''' 

Thomas  Dade,  ' 
Rector. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — None. 

29. — None. 

30. — The  Rack  Rent  is  given  in,  from  which  one  fourth 

is  then  deducted,  and  the  Rate  on  the  Rack  Rent  is  2s.  3rf.  in 
the  pound. 

30.— 

• 

31. — Increased  considerably. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32. — 

33. — The  Overseers  and  all  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry 
assembled,  that  think  proper  to  attend. 

34. — 

• 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Rate-payers,  each  person 
paying  according  to  the  valuation  of  his  oc- 
cupation. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  deter- 
mine the  number  of  Rates  that  are  necessary 
to  be  raised  for  the  Poor. 

36. — Rather  diminishing  than  increasing,  arising  in 
some  measure  from  the  increased  expence  of 
the  Poor. 

36. — In  point  of  quantity  and  quality  increasing ;  not 
at  all  affected  by  Poor  Laws. 

37. — It  is  feared  they  are  not  so  good  nor  so  industrious 
ix-i  they  formerly  were. 

37. — More  labour  for  the  Labourers ;  better  workmen. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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•  County  of  Dorset — continued. 


ANSWERS, 


BUCKLAND  NEWTON.  (3) 

CERNE  ABBAS.  (3) 

Rector  and  J.  P. 

Johti  Ddvisy 

Vicar. 

28. — No. 

28.— 

29.— No. 

29. — Not  in  this  Parish. 

30. — About  2s.  in  the  pound. 

30.— 

31. — Increased,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  increase  of 
the  County  Rates. 

31.— 

32. — No. 

32.— 

33. — The  Acting  Overseer  collects  a  rate  which  has 
previously  been  confirmed  by  the  Magistrates, 
as  often  as  it  is  wanted  for  parochial  purposes. 
The  Vestry  often  interfere  in  the  distribution  of 
the  money,  but  never  oppose  its  collection,  when 
wanted. 

S3. — Two  of  the   principal   inhabitants.     The  last 

Assessment  was  decided  by  an  Attorney  and  a  Tradesman. 
The  Collections  are  regulated  sometimes  by  the  Vestries,  and 
sometimes  by  the  Overseers  only,  according  to  the  demand 
made  on  them  by  the  indigent  Poor,  after  obtaining  the  signa- 
tures of  the  Magistrates  of  the  Division.  Where  no  resistance 
to  payment  is  apprehended,  the  Overseers  demand  their  sup- 
plies when  they  want  them. 

34. — The  parish  was  surveyed,  mapped,  and  valued, 
and  a  rate  made  10  years  ago,  which  is  scarcely 
ever  altered,  unless  a  new  house  chances  to  be 
built. 

34. — The  general  Assessment  made  as  before  described, 

35. — The  Vestry  commonly  assembles  once  a  month ; 
on  special  business  oftener,  when  the  acting 
Overseer  pays  the  Poor,  hears  complaints,  &c. 
If  any  di.^culty  occurs,  it  is  settled  by  the 
votes  of  th2  Farmers  attending  the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Overseers  generally  collect  by  the  Assessmen.", 
as  their  want  of  money  arises. 

• 

36. — Decreasing,   ut  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — A  little  increased. 

37. — Diminishing. 

37. — The  character  of  the  labouring  classes  is  in 
general  considerably  deteriorated.  The  political 
Journals,  and  other  injurious  Publications,  the 
frequenting  Beer-shops  and  Public- houses,  and 
the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
among  the  chief  causes. 

P.L.  (B.)— PaUT  in.  E  E  2 


140c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Dorset — continued.  % 


ANSWERS. 


C  H  E  T  T  L  E.  (3) 

FONTMELL  MAGNA.  (S) 

John  West, 

Rector. 

Robert  baikela. 

28  — 

»   

28.— 

29. — No  diirerence. 

IVI nn •  hnt  trinf  tnf^  incivi'ifari  mnn  ic  locc  TVo/Tiii£in#l»T 
^ uiju  y  kfui  LiJUL  Liic  ilJalllcLi  limii  lb  Icca  XlcllUclltlY 

unemployed. 

SC- 

SC- 

SI.— 

SI. — 

32.— 

33.— 

S3. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  with  the 
Select  Vestry. 

34).— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  who  make 
the  rate,  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  a 
General  Vestry. 

35.— 

• 

35. — In  case  of  any  material  alteration  being  necessary, 
or  of  disputes,  a  General  Vestry  is  called  to 
decide  whether  the  Rate,  as  drawn  by  the 
Overseer,  is  a  fair  one ;  but  if  the  alteration  is 
trifling  or  not  disputed  by  the  payers,  the  Rate 
is  submitted  to  the  Select  Vestry  only. 

36. — Not  diminishing  from  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — I  think,  diminishing  very  rapidly,  and  that  the 
heaviest  burden  the  former  has  to  encounter  is 
the  Poor  Rate ;  because,  in  addition  to  the 
money  paid,  the  effects  of  the  system  are  in- 
jurious to  him  in  many  ways,  and  chiefly  in 
impeding  the  culture  of  the  land. 

37- — Rather  on  the   increase,  and   generally  good 
workmen. 

37- — Said  to  be  decreasing,  taken  in  reference  to  a 
period  at  least  30  years  ago.  The  system  of 
letting  land  has  produced  an  evident  improve- 
ment in  the  industry  of  the  labourers  wherever 
it  has  been  adopted. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Dorset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HA  SI  LB  URY.  BRYAN.  (3j 


#  Henry  Walter, 

Rector. 


28. — No  such  method  of  apportioning  known  here. 


29.- 

— The  married  men  are  found  to  accept  a  lower  rate  of  wages  than  th 
looking  to  have  the  difference  made  up  (and  somewhat  more)  by  his 
helped  out  of  the  Poor's  Rate. 

e  single  would  accept, 
employer's  willingness 

the  former 
to  see  him 

30.- 

— Upon  an  average  of  the  last  3  years,  th«y  amounted  to  Is.  G^d.  in 
actual. 

the  pound  on  a  renta 

I  above  the 

31.- 

—  For  the  year*ending  1830,  the  whole  parochial  expenditure  was  ^278  ;  1831,  .^413.    But  much  of  the 
difference  was  owing  to  a  large  outlay  on  a  field  taken  for  spade  husbandry. 

32.- 

-No. 

33. — The  Overseers  give  notice  in  the  church  that  four  or  six  Rates  are  wanted  (each  Rate  being  1  d.  in  the  pound, 
on  something  near  the  rack-rental),  when  they  have  exhausted  the  money  in  their  hands.  The  Book  of 
Rates  is  by  them  laid  before  the  Magistrates,  in  petty  sessions,  for  their  signature. 


34. — A  Book  of  Rates  was  drawn  up  some  years  ago,  according  to  which  each  person  is  rated.  In  the  transfers 
of  land,  the  Overseers  are  accustomed  to  adjust,  on  their  own  authority,  what  portion  of  the  fixed  total 
shall  be  laid  upon  each. 

In  consequence  of  improvements,  the  Vestry  last  year  engaged  an  experienced  surveyor  to  re-value  the 
Parish,  and  he  is  now  employed  in  doing  it. 


35. — At  the  time  of  closing  the  last  year's  accounts,  it  is  usual  for  the  Vestry  to  agree  that  the  incoming  Over- 
seers shall  immediately  call  for  the  number  of  Rates  apparently  necessary  to  supply  them  with  money 
enough  to  go  on  for  a  quarter  of  a  year,  in  making  the  fixed  monthly  payments,  and  the  presumed 
average  of  extra  demands. 


36.— 


"7. — It  is  generally  agreed  that  they  have  become  much  worse.  Young  married  men  coming  late  to  their  "jcork 
have  been  known  to  ans-wer  to  the  Farmer's  rebuke,  that  he  gets  his  money's  worth  out  of  them,  and  that  any 
thing  more  which  they  may  receive  comes  from  the  Parish  and  not  from  him. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Dorset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  M  P  R  E  S  T  O  N.  (3) 

L  O  N  G  F  L  E  E  T.  (3) 

Matt.  W.  Place, 
Rector, 

Ti                   rri      T>  ^ 

Francis  T.  Rogers. 

28.— 

• 

28,— 

^j7.—""X  ciiii  bony  Lo  bdv  lutic  Is*     X oung  nicn  or  ^K)  in 
many  instances  receive  only  5s.  per  week. 

29. — None,  except  in  house  rent  and  fuel. 

30.— 

30,—* 

31.— 

• 

31.— 

Jz.— 

oz, — 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — Our  tithing  is  valued  by  a  disinterested  surveyor : 
land  at  a  full  rent  value;  and  building  at  two 
thirds.  Then  at  Ladyday  the  Parish  in  vestry 
choose  the  Overseers,  who  are  to  apply  for  as 
many  Rates  of  Is.  or  2s.  in  the  pound,  as  the 
necessities  of  the  Poor,  &c.  may  require. 

34. — The  Poor  Rate  is  made  from  a  survey  and  va- 
luations, taken  some  years  since,  under  an  In- 
closure  Act. 

34. — See  answer  to  Query  33. 

35. — The  Parish  being  under  the  Gilbert  Act,  all  mat- 
ters are  conducted  by  the  Visitor  and  Guardians. 

35. —  When  the  overseers  have  any  difficulty  or  expen- 
sive circumstance  occur,  the  general  plan  is,  here, 
to  call  the  tything  together,  and  take  the  advice 
thereof. 

36. — Diminishing  certainly,  and  owing  in  some  measure 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Stationary. 

37. — Very  much  diminished ;  for,  work  or  not,  they 
claim  parochial  relief,  and,  feeling  this,  they  are 
much  worse  workmen  than  formerly,  with  the 
exception  of  the  few  old  Labourers. 


37. — See  following  answer. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


MORE  CRICHEL.  (3) 

M  O  R  E  T  O  N.  (3) 

D.  0.  P.  Okeden. 

James  Frampton. 

28.— 
• 

28.— 

29. — There  is  a  bad  principle  in  this  neighbourhood  of 

giving  the  single  Labourers  as  low  wages  as  possible.  The 
avowee?  object  is  to  drive  them  out  of  the  Parish.  Many  have 
been  driven  this  way  into  our  gaol ;  thence  are  our  Calendars 
filled  with  young  Criminals. 

29. — None. 

30. — 

SC- 

31.— 

SI.- 

32.— 

32. — 

33. — The  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

34. — The  Vestry. 

34. — The  sum  paid  by  each  person  is  of  course  in 
yiroportion  to  the  amount  of  Rate  charged  on 
the  property  of  which  he  is  occupier. 

35. — The  Overseers  form  part  of  the  Vestry,  but  take 
iio  pdiiicuiar  or  euiLieiit  pan  in  ine  laising  oi 
the  Money.  The  whole  is  transacted  in  open 
Vestry,  and,  if  necessary,  is  decided  by  a 
majority  of  Votes.  The  Clergyman  always 
attends. 

35. — The  Overseer  generally  decides  on  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  to  each  pauper ;  but  m  cases  of 
difficulty  calls  a  Vestry,  or  asks  the  opinion  of 
a  Magistrate. 

36. — I'he  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood has  for  many  years  been  remarkal)ly 
stationary. 

36. — It  rises  and  falls  with  the  price  of  stock,  corn,  &c.  ; 
is  not  at  all  affected  by  the  Poor  Rates;  but 
the  value  of  the  Landowner's  property  is  very 
much  affected  by  them. 

37. — The  Labourers  of  this  Parish  are  as  industrious 
as  formerly.  We  have  no  superabundant 
population.  In  some  Parishes  near  us,  when 
there  is  a  superabundant  population,  and  where 
road-work  has  been  resorted  to  instead  of  mere 
idleness,  and  where  wages  have  been  eked  out 
by  parish  pay,  industry  has  declined. 

37. — Decreasing  in  consequence  of  too  great  reliance 
on  parochial  relief,  and  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation, which  makes  it  very  difficult  for  La- 
bourers to  get  work  out  of  the  Parish  in  which 
they  are  legally  settled ;  and  as  they  feel  they 
must  be  employed  there,  they  are  careless  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  do  their  work. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Dorset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


PARK  STONE,  (3) 

R  A  M  P  I  S  H  A  M,  (3) 

Nathaniel  Brice,          1  Ovprspprs 
James  luUocn,  J 

Arthur  Johnson,  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  Rector, 
from  the  report  of  the  acting  Overseer. 

28. — 

28. — ^They  are  apportioned  according  to  Rent. 

• 

29.  I  know  not  upon  what  principle  the  employer  is 

bound  to  consider  this ;  he  pays  the  labourer 
his  hire,  married  or  unmarried,  as  appears  to  be 
the  practice. 

zj^-^^vio  uiaiiiiciiou  in  me  Wugc6. 

• 

30. — 

30. — 3s.  b^d.  in  the  pound  rack-rent. 

31.— 

31. — They  are  much  the  same. 

oz.  

Q9  fsJo 

33. — The  Overseers. 

James  Tulloch.,  Overseer. 

33. — The  Vestry. 

34. — The  Overseers.                                    J.  T. 

34. — The  Vestry. 

35. — This  is  also  left  to  the  Overseers,  as  the  Vestry 
never  interfere.                                 t/.  T. 

35. — In  the  case  of  sickness,  the  Overseer  has  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  grant  temporary  relief. 

36.— 

36. — Increasing,  but  not  from  any  cause  connected  with 
the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  recent  erection  of  a  church,  and  the  resi- 
dence of  a  clergyman,  will  tend  very  materially 
to  the  labouring  classes  becoming  more  indus- 
trious, and  to  better  conduct  in  the  youth  of 
both  sexes. 

37. — They  do  not  work  as  heartily  as  they  used  to  do. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Dorset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SHERBORNE.  (3) 

WINTERBORNE  KINGSTON.  (3) 

J.  P.  Melmoth. 

James  Durness, 

Churchwarden. 

28.— 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  Occupation  and  Poor's 
Rate. 

29. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  being  made. 

29. — A  regular  Labourer  would  receive  the  same  wages, 

whether  married  or  single ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  respect 
to  surplus  Labourers,  that  is,  if  sent  to  the  individual  by  the 
Overseer  for  employment. 

30.— 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  exclusive  of  the  extra-labour  pay. 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

32.— There  is  no  Select  Vestry. 

32.— No. 

33. — Tlie  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants, 
in  vestry  convened  quarterly  for  that  purpose, 
decide  the  number  of  Rates  to  be  collected  for 
that  period. 

33. — The  Rale-payers  at  a  Vestry  held  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Overseers. 

34. — I  incline  to  think  that  the  country  would  be  very 
materially  benefited  by  Government  causing  a 
general  survey  and  valuation  to  be  made,  in 
order  to  the  due  assessment  of  property  to  the 
Poor  Rate,  and  by  fixing  the  maximum  of  such 
rate. 

34. — The  Vestry,  held  as  above  stated. 

35. — They  interfere,  in  equal  degree;  for  upon  every 
pi>iui  wijcitj  iiiei  e  Happens  to  oe  a  oinerence  or 
opinion,  each  parish  officer  and  rate-payer  pre- 
sent gives  only  one  vote ;  the  rate  before  men- 
tioned not  being  made  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  58  Geo.  3.  c.  69. 

• 

35. — A  Vestry,  is  always  held  every  month,  when  the 
iciiei  lo  lue  poor  is  given,  anu  an  aisouisemenis 
paid  by  the  Overseer  while  the  Vestry  are  sit- 
ting; and  the  accounts  for  the  former  month  are 
then  audited. 

• 

36-.— 

36. — Nearly  the  same.  T  cannot  attribute  the  increase 
or  diminution  of  capital  to  any  cause  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  By 
whatever  sum  the  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
is  lessened,  so  much  more  will  the  Farmer  have 
to  expend,  if  he  pleases,  upon  the  improvement 
of  his  land. 

37. — I  incline  to  favour  the  opinion  that  the  older 
Labourers  are  as  industrious  as  they  have  ever 
been  ;  but  not  so  the  younger  Labourers. 

37. — Diminishing. 

P.  L.  (B  )— Part  III. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORTH   BEDBURN  Township, 

(Witton-le-Wear  Parish,)  (1) 

SOUTH  BEDBURN  Township,  (Hamsterley 
Parish.)  (i) 

John  Corner, 

ftr*c 

Wm.  Evans,  an  old  Farmer,  tenant  to  G.  T.L.Blenkinsopp,  Esq. 

T»    T     T>7      1'                 an             a  f 

\j.  1.  L.  BLenlansopp,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — No  Labourers  of  this  description. 

28. — Never  here. 

29. — A  difference  only  according  to  abilities.  The 

wages  of  house  servants  vary  from  Bl.  to  15/.  a  year,  with 
board,  &c. 

30. — 2s.  6d.  per  pound,  Rack  Rent. 

30. — Have  for  some  years  been  near  about  2s.  in  the 
pound. 

31.  Increased  6d.  in  the  pound  within  the  last  two 

years. 

31. — Very  little  alteration. 

o2, — JNeitner. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer.  Town- 
ship affairs  are  governed  by  general  consult- 
ation, at  appointed  Bye-laws. 

33. — The  Majority  of  the  Rate  Payers  at  the  Bye-law, 
assembled  by  regular  Notice,  direct  how  much 
the  Rate  for  the  year  shall  be. 

33. — The  Rate  by  valuation,  by  which  some  parties 

are  always  favoured.  Here  the  meetings  cannot  be  held  in  the 
Vestry,  on  account  of  the  distance  ;  they  are  therefore  hold  in 
a  public  house  in  an  evening,  and  the  drinking  chai-ged  to  the 
Township.  I  should  propose,  that  where  tliey  cannot  meet  in 
the  Vestry,  they  should  in  some  private  Room  or  Schoolroom, 
and  should  not  sit  after  4  o'clock  in  Winter,  and  5  in  Summer. 

G.  T.  L.  B. 

31;. — The  Majority,  assembled  as  before. 

34. — Every  Rate-payer  gives  in  bis  rental  or  receipt, 
or  the  rental  is  given  by  the  Landlord  or  his 
agent.  If  any  dispute  arises,  the  property  is 
valued  by  order  of  the  Vestry,  and  all  Rates  are 
made  at  so  much  in  the  pound  for  the  Month, 
Quarter,  or  Year.                   G.  T.  L.  B. 

35. — The  manner  of  deciding  is  by  the  Overseers, 
Rate  Payers,  &c.  according  to  the  Value  of 
their  Propetry  so  rated. 

• 

35. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry,  and  the  persons  attend- 
ing the  township  meetings,  including  the  Over- 
seer, decide  by  voting.              G.  T.  L.  B. 

• 

36.— 

36. — Agricultural  capital  has  greatly  diminished  since 
the  year  1814;  not,  I  think,  in  any  way  from 
the  Poor  Laws,  but  from  the  conclusion  of  the 
French  war,  the  almost  total  failure  of  the  Coun- 
try Banks,  and  the  return  to  a  metallic  cur- 
rency. 

37.— 

37. — No  variation. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


CASTLE    EDEN.  (2) 

Rowland  Burdon, 

Churchwarden  and  J.  P. 

CHESTER  LE  STREET  Township,  (.'3) 
(Chester  le  Street  Parish.) 

*  Charles  John  Scott,  Assistant  Overseer. 
•f  William  Lorraine,  J.  P. 

28. — According  to  Assessment  to  the  Poor. 
• 

28. — The  Occupiers,  of  course,  employ  ns  many  as  do 
the  whole  of  their  work.                   C  J.  S. 

29. — None.  Employment  generally  according  to  the 
value  of  Labour. 

29.— None  that  I  am  awai'e  of.                      W.  L. 
None.                                                C.  J.  S. 

30. — The  rate  is  laid  on  a  Valuation  of  three  fifths,  and 
amounts,  at  that,  to  25.  in  the  pound. 

30. — About  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds. 

C.J.S. 

31. — An  inequitable  removal,  which  was  resisted  with 

success  at  the  North  Riding  Sessions,  has  caused  the  Rates  to  be 
much  increased.     Otherwise  they  continue  steady. 

31. — Remain  much  the  same.  C.J.S. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  and  also  an  Assistant 
Overseer.                                      C.  J.  S. 

33. — A  Vestry  to  which  the  Inhabitants  are  publicly 

invited,  at  Church,  by  the  Parish  Clerks  on  a  Sunday  morning, 
between  the  Services.  The  Parish  being  small  (it  contains 
about  300  persons),  and  belonging  wholly  to  me,  I  have  for 
52  years  been  anxious  to  find  Employment  for  the  labouring 
Poor :  the  Rates  are  easily  adjusted,  and  I  know  no  instance 
of  any  difference  of  opinion. 

33. — At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  whole  of  the  Parish- 
ioners in  the  early  part  of  May,  a  Rate  is  made, 
upon  which  we  collect,  by  order  of  the  Select 
Vestry,  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  their  respective 
Rentals,  as  often  as  occasion  requires,  auditing 
the  Accounts  every  three  months.       C.  J.  S. 

34. — The  Vestry  meeting,  as  stated  above. 

34. — The  General  Vestry,  which  is  composed  of  the 
whole  of  the  Rate-payers.                  C.  J.  S. 

3.5. — The  Overseers  usually,  I  may  say  always,  come 
to  me  when  any  thing  occurs  which  requires  the 
attention  of  the  Parish ;  and  I  direct  a  Meeting 
to  be  called,  in  which  matters  are  discussed  and 
decided  as  stated  above. 

35. — The  business  of  this  Township  is  managed  by  the 
Assistant  Overseer,  under  the  directions  ot  the 
General  and  Select  Vestries.              C.  J.  S. 

36. — Diminishing  rapidly,  by  reason  of  the  low  prices 
of  Corn  and  Cattle  at  the  market,  and  the  Rent 
of  Land  being  not  sufficiently  abated.  In  this 
parish  an  abatement  has  been  made  to  suit  the 
state  of  the  market. 

36. — It  has  diminished.    I  do  not  attribute  it  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the 
general  depression  in  the  price  of  Agricultural 
Produce.    This  has  no  reference  to  Colliery 
Capital,  vvhich  in  my  opinion  is  increasing,  in 
consequence  of  new  adventurers  embarking  in 
that  trade.                                        W.  L. 

37. — No  alteration. 

37. — I  have  never  observed  any  difference.      W.  L. 

*  Answers  refer  to  the  Township. 
f  Answers  refer  to  the  Parish. 
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ANSWERS. 


DARLINGTON.  (l) 

EGGLESCLIFFE  Township,  (Egglesciffe 

Parish.)  (3) 

A  Tradesman,  many  years  an  active  Guardian  of  the  Poor 
at  Darlington. 

*  John  Brewster,  Rector  and  J.  P. 
f  Matthew  Burn,  Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— 

• 

29,  None. 

^if' — xNo  uineience,  ii  equally  good  workmen,  i/.  Jj, 
No  difference.                                    M.  B. 

SC- 

30.— 3s.  66?.  in  the  pound,  upon  three  fifths  of  the  rent. 

M.B. 

SI.- 

31. — Equal. 

M.B. 

33.— 

33. — Meetings    severally  convened  in   each  of  the 
Townships  of  Egglescliffe,  Aislaby,  and  News- 
ham,  of  which  this  Parish  consists,  and  which 
support  their  own  Poor.                     J.  B. 

44.— 

34. — Answered  above.                                 J.  B. 

35.— 

35. — Having  no  Select  Vestry,  the  Overseers  act  in 
the  Townships  where  they  reside.  The  majority 
of  the  Meeting  determines  each  Question.  The 
Overseer  does  not  consider  himself  to  make 
any  Rate,  but  to  concur  with  the  others  in 
making  it. 

36. — Diminishing;  I  attribute  it  to  the  deficiency  of 
Wages  paid  to  Manufacturers,  as  that  class 
cannot  procure  animal  food,  and  in  many  cases 
little  bread. 

36. — This  is  altogether  an  Agricultural  Parish.  The 
rents  of  lands  have  fallen  with  the  times,  but  in 
no  respect  is  the  increase  or  diminution  at- 
tributable to  the  Poor  Laws.    The  Poor  Rate 
does  not  amount,  in  general,  to  more  than  2s.  in 
the  pound  in  any  year. 

J.  B. 

37. — Darlington  is  a  manufacturing  town,  and  the 
industry  of  the  Labourers  is  diminished  by  their 
not  being  fairly  remunerated  for  their  Labour  : 
the  Workmen  are  as  good  as  formerly,  if  no  t 
better. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  generally  respectable  and  in- 
dustrious, certainly  rather  better  than  worse. 

J.B. 

*  Answers  refer  to  the  Parish. 
■f  Answers  refer  to  the  Township. 


Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


]49c 


County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EGGLE«TON  Township,  (Middleton-in-Tees- 
DALE  Parish.)  (3) 

FOREST  AND  HARWOOD  Township, 

(Middleton-in-Teesoale  Parish.)  (3) 

yo««  Stoaaart,  Overseer. 

28. — Labourers  are  generally  employed  according  to 
the  extent  of  occupation  and  number  of  Acres. 

Rev.  George  Curpenclale. 
George  Dawson,  Overseer. 

28. — 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  distinction.                                   G.  D. 

30. — At  Rack  Rent,  or  Poor  Rates  would  be  about 
l5.  6(J.  per  pound. 

30. — About  6s.  at  Rack  Rent.                      G.  D. 

31. — Very  little  variation  for  the  lu^t  five  years. 

31. — Diminished  a  small  matter.                    G.  Z). 

32. — Neither. 

32. —  Iwenty-tour     Elders   look    to    the  parochial 
affairs;  two  Overseers  are  appointed  for  this 
township.                                         G.  D. 

33. — The  Rate  Payers  give  orders  to  the  Overseers, 
from  time  to  time,  during  the  year,  to  make  a 
Rate  at  6d.  or  Is.  in  the  pound,  which  Rates  are 
signed  by  Two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  then 
collected. 

33. — There  are  twenty-four  Elders,  six  appointed  in 
each  of  the  four  townships.    The  six  Elders  are 
generally  consulted  by  the  Overseers  of  their  re- 
spective townships,  previo  us  o  lavn  ^  on  a  Ra:e, 
which  is  Is.  in  the  pound,  always,  and  after  being 
laid  before  the  Magistrates,  is  publicly  read  in  the 
Church.  G. 

34. — A  valuation  of  all  the  property  was  made  a  few 
years  ago  by  land-valuers  chosen  by  the  Rate 
Payers,  from  which  the  separate  Rates  are  all 
made. 

34. — An  equal  Assessment,  according  to  the  Rental 
of  the  Land,  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Elders  and  Inhabitants  ever  since  my  settling  at 
Harwood,  nearly  forty  years  ago.    The  House 
and  Land  are  assessed  together,  as  the  Farm  is 
rented. 

G.  C 

35. — This  township  being  a  very  small  one,  we  have 
no  belect  Vestry,  so  that  the  whole  ot  these 
matters  are  decided  by  the  Overseers  and  Rate 
Payers. 

35. — The  whole  Vestry  meet  at  Middleton  annually 
tor  the  dispatch  of  business.     N.  B.  Every 
Township  maintains  its  own  Poor.       G.  C, 

36. — I  believe  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  has 
much  decreased;  but  I  do  not  at  all  attribute 
this  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  Poor 
Laws. 

• 

36.— 

* 

37. — I  see  very  little  difference. 

37. — The  Miners  of  Teesdaleget  a  good  character  for 
laborious,  painful,  industrious,  obedient,  peace- 
able, good-working  Men  ;  perhaps  rather  worse 
than  formerly  :  they  get  not  beef  now.  G.  C. 
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ANSWERS. 


FRAMWELLGATE  Township,  (St.  Oswald 
Pakish.)  (1) 


Wm.  Mills,  J.  P. 

Wm.  Robinson,  Assistant  Overseer. 


28.— No. 


W.R. 


29. — None. 
Idem. 


W.  M. 
W.  E. 


30. — Our  rates  are  made  at  two  thirds  of  the  Rack-rent, 
paying  last  j^ear  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound.        W.  R. 


31. — ^17  6s.  Sd.  more  than  last  year, 


W.R. 


32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  consisting  of  twenty,  and 
an  Assistant  Overseer,  appointed  in  1819. 

JV.  R. 


33. — The  Churchwardens.  Overseers,  and  rated  In- 
habitants, at  a  Meeting  according  to  a  notice  posted 
on  the  Church  door,  as  well  as  personally  served 
on  them.  Lands  are  rated  on  two  thirds  of  the 
valuation,  and  the  Houses  at  on  half  at  6d.  in  the 
pound  for  one  month,  for  twelve  months  ;  to  be  col- 
lected when  wanted.  W.  R. 


34. — The  Select  Vestry. 


W.R. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  composed  of 
twenty  Inhabitants,  with  the  Minister,  Church- 
wardens, and  Overseers,  who,  after  being  elected 
by  the  Inhabitants  on  the  passing  of  the  Select 
Vestry  Act,  advertised  for  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer. I,  being  one  of  four  Candidates,  had  the 
majority;  and,  on  taking  the  situation,  received 
orders  to  do  every  thing  according  to  Law  in 
the  Vestry  Act.  W.  R. 


36. — The  Amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  rather  diminishing,  but  I  do  not 
attribute  it  so  much  to  the  Poor  Laws,  as  to 
the  general  difficulties  under  which  the  Ajjn- 
turist  labours  at  present.  W.  M. 


37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  round  here  is  not 

supposed  to  be  increasing,  but  rather  diminishing :  from  the 
■want  of  suflRcient  encouragement  to  Agriculture,  the  Farmer  is 
not  able  to  give  employment  to  so  many  as  formerly  ;  there 
are  therefore  more  children  apprenticed  out  to  trades,  so  that 
the  class  of  real  good  farming  Labourers  is  on  the  decline. 
Many,  who  now  labour,  have  been  brought  up  to  other  trades, 
which  failing,  they  fall  back  on  lal)our  as  a  last  resource; 
hence  they  arc  more  deficient  in  thj  work.  W.  M. 


GATESHEAD. 

James  Charlton,  Vestry  Clerk  :  by  order  of  the 
f  Select  Vestry. 


(2.) 


28.— 


29. — None  whatever. 


30.— 


31. 


32. 


33. — Six  Rates  are  made  in  the  year,  one  for  every  two 

months ;  on  the  termination  of  which,  the  Overseers  lay  their 
Accounts  before  the  Select  Vestry,  who,  after  having  examined 
them  generally,  make  an  entry  in  their  Minute  Book,  and 
make  a  new  Rate  of  so  many  pence  in  the  pound  for  the  next 
two  months.  The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  are  the  persons 
by  Law  authorised  to  make  the  Kate,  and  they  alone  (except 
two  Magistrates)  sign  it;  but  they  always  act  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Vestry. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers;  but  a  special 

Vestry  Meeting  is  held  every  two  months,  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  any  objections  against  the  Rate  from  persons  that  may 
think  themselves  over-rated,  and  deciding  upon  their  validity. 
In  some  instances,  but  very  seldom,  professional  men  have 
been  employed  to  value  the  premises  in  dispute  ;  I  think  the 
Law  would  be  more  correct,  if  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers were  legally  obliged  to  act  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Select  Vestry. 


-This  Question  is  answered  by  the  preceding 
Answer. 


36. — The  Agricultural  capital  must  be  increasing,  but 
such  increase  is  not  connected,  as  far  as  we  know, 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  workmen  are  better. 


Answers  to  Questions.]        THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


GRINDON  Township,  (Norham  Parish.)  (l) 

H  EI  GUI  NOT  ON.  (i) 

Thomas  Smith. 

An  Anonymous  Farmer  and  Landowner. 

28.— No. 

28. — None.                                               E.  C. 

• 

29. — Married  men  have  cottages,  a  cow  kept,  partly 
corn  and  partly  money ;  in  all  about  25/.  a  year. 
Single  men  in  my  own  house  have  about  10/. 
and  victuals. 

29. — We  have  no  single  men.                       It.  C. 
No  difference.                              JV.  P.  C. 

30. — I  cannot  say  exactly,  being  in  a  township  by  my- 
self.    I  allow  my  Poor  according  to  their  necessities,  and 
never  trouble  the  Magistrates. 

30.— 2'.  at  Rack-rent.                                   J?.  C. 

31. — There  is  not  much  change. 

31. — Diminished  3rf.  in  the  pound.                R.  C. 

32.— No. 

32. — Yes;  and  the  Select  Vestry  is  considered  to  have 
benefited  this  Township.                     R.  C. 

33.— 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  and  the  Overseers,  in  which 
the  Churchwardens  form  a  part.           R.  C. 

34..— 

34. — The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseers,  according  to 
valuation.                                        R.  C. 
• 

S5. 

35. — The  whole  of  the  Township  affairs  is  vested  in 
the  hands  of  the  Vestry,  Churchwardens,  and 
Overseers.                                       R.  C. 

• 

36. — The  capital  of  Farmers  is  very  much  diminished, 
and  the  Poor  Rates  increased,  both  by  the 
same  cause,  the  depressed  state  of  Agriculture. 

36. — Decreasing,  from  the  general  depression  of  all 
agricultural  produce,                      W.  P.  C. 
Diminishing,  partly  from  the  burden  of  the 
poor.  Anon. 

• 

• 

37. — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  change. 

37. — They  are  equally  industrious,  and  better  workmen 
than  formerly.                               W.  P.  C. 
Very  similar.  Anon. 
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Townships  of  LANCHESTER,  HOLMSIDE,  BURNOP  and 
HAMSTEEL8,  and  BUTSFIELD,  (Lanchester  Parish.)  (3) 

MAINSFORTH  Township,  (Bishop  Middle- 
ham  Parish.)  (3) 

Vvm.  Inos.  Lrreenweu,  J.  r. 

Robert  Surtees. 
Anthony  Reed,  Land  Agent. 

28. — This  Question  does  not  apply  to  this  district. 

28. — No ;  there  is  no  superfluity  of  Labourers. 

29. — None, 

29. — None  whatever. 

30. — 25.  per  pound  on  four  fifths  of  the  Rack-rent. 

30. — In  general,  2s.  fid.  on  a  Rent  approaching  Rack. 
This  is  the  outside. 

31. — No  increase  or  decrease. 

31. — No  difference  for  some  years. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  which 
have  been  found  beneficial. 

32. — Neither. 

S3. — The  Rate  is  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers 
and  Parishioners,  specially  called  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

33. — A  general  annual  meeting  of  the  Rate  Payers, 
convened  by  the  Overseers,  grant  a  6d.  or  even  a 
2d.  or  Sd.  rate  to  be  levied,  as  wanted  during 
the  current  year.     The  other  townships  are 
managed  in  the  same  way.                    R.  S. 
A  meeting  of  Rate-payers.                   ^.  R. 

34, — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners. 

• 

S-t. — The  sense  of  the  Meeting  is  taken,  and  the  Over- 
seers propose  a  Rate,  to  which  I  have  seldom  heard  any  ob- 
jection made.    If  there  be  a  dispute,  disinterested  neighbours 
are  called  in  to  arbitrate,  as  it  happened  years  ago.    The  value 
of  each  farm  is  pretty  well  known.                              iJ.  S. 
The  same  Rental  and  Rate  are  acted  upon  for  the  whole  year, 
the  Overseers  repvating  their  collection  of  6d-  in  the  pound  a 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  sometimes  a  fifth  time,  as  they  re- 
quire money  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Township,  up  to 
the  following  May,  when  a  new  Rate  is  again  made.  A.  JR. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  fix  the  Rate  to 
the  best  oi  their  judgment,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  property  of  the  Parish. 

35. — I  do  not  think  the  Vestry  interferes  at  all  in  a 

36. — The  Agricultural  Capital  has  been  diminishing 
ever  since  the  year  1815;  not  attributable  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

• 

36. — In  few  cases  increased,  but  in  many  diminished, 
though  rents  have  been  lowered  from  10  to  15 
per  cent.  I  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  Poor 
Laws.  Our  burthens  are  not  materially  in- 
creased. 

37. — No  change. 

37. — The  Labourers  work  very  well ;  they  are  not 
worse  than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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BISHOP  MIDDLEHAM  Township  (3) 
and  Pakish. 

Robert  Surlces.  |  Anthony  Reed,  Land  Surveyor,  1  wuh  appro- 
1  George  Dodsiuorth  Yeoman.     _(  the'vcatry. 

28. — No.    We  have  not  more  Labourers  than  are 
necessary.                                        A.  li. 

G.D. 

NEWBIGGIN  Township,  (Middleton-in-  (3) 
Teesdale  Parish.) 

Thomas  Robinson,  Overseer. 

28. — We  have  no  Agricultural  Labourers. 

29. — No.    But  the  married  men  live  with  their  own 

families,  and  tlie  single  men  and  boys  are,  in  many  instances, 
boarded  and  lodged  in  the  Farmer's  house.    The  latter,  of 
course,  receive  less  wages  in  money  in  consequence. 

A.  R.     G.  D. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — About  2s.  Gd.  in  the  pound,  generally  by  the  year, 
on  the  Rack-rent.                  A.  It.    G.  D. 

30. — Six  shillings  at  Rack-rent. 

SI. — Increased  only  12/.                               A.  B. 

G.D. 

3L — Diminished  (id.  in  the  pound. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  only,  but  not  an  As- 
sistant Overseer.    By  it  our  expenditure  has  been  kept  lower 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.              A.  R.    G.  D. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  is  useful,  but  no 
Assistant  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers  convene  a  Meeting  of  the  Rate- 
payers within  the  respective  Townships;  all 
persons  rateable,  who  choose,  attend.      B.  S. 

33.— 

• 

34. — The  value  of  each  Farm  is  pretty  well  known.  If 
there  should  be  a  dispute,  disinterested  neigh- 
bours arc  called  in.                            B.  S. 

34-.— 

35. — I  do  not  think  the  Vestry  interfere  at  all  in  a  col- 
lective capacity.                                 B.  S. 

35.— 

36. — It  has  decreased  in  this  neighbourhood  within  the 
last  few  years  in' a  very  serious  degree.   It  is  not  at- 
tributable to  any  cause,  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws.                    A.  R. 

G.D. 

In  few  cases  increased,  but  in  many  diminished, 
though  rents  have  been  lowered  from  10  to  15  per 
cent.    I  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  Poor  Laws,  as  our 
burthens  are  not  materially  increased.        R.  S. 

36. — Diminishing ;  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws 

• 

37. — They  are  in  much  the  same  state,  in  this  respect, 
that  they  have  been  in  for  some  years  past. 
Many  of  them  by  no  means  either  good  work- 
men or  industrious,  yet  many  on  the  contrary. 

A.  B.    G.  D. 
The  Labourers  work  very  well ;  they  are  not 
worse  than  formerly.                         B.  S. 

37. — Their  industry  is  supposed  to  be  increasing;  and 
they  are  better  workmen. 
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County  of  Durham — 'Continued, 


ANSWERS. 


(NoRHAM  Parish),  DUDDO  Township.  (3) 

Thomas  Chrisp, 

Overseer  and  Farmer. 

(NoRHAM  Parish),  FELKINGTON  Township.  (3) 

Nat.  Dodds, 

Overseer  and  Farmer. 

28.— No. 

28.— No, 

29.— No. 

29.  No. 

30. — Is.  8d.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

30. — Is.  Sd.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

31. — The  same. 

31. — The  same. 

32, — XNO. 

32. — No. 

33.— 

• 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

- 

36,— Has  diminished  20  or  30  per  cent,  within  the  last 
five  or  six  years;  but  not  attributable  to  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — Not  affected  by  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Much  the  same. 


37. — Labourers  much  the  same  as  formerly ;  very  in- 
dustrious, excellent  workmen,  and  improving 
in  their  system  of  work. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(NoRHAM  Parish),  GRINDON  Township.  (3) 

Thomas  Smith, 

Occupier  of  the  one  Farm. 

(NoRHAM  Parish),  HORNCLIFFE  Township.  (3) 
W>  R.  Alder,  of  Horncliffe  House,  Esq. 

28.— No. 

28.— No. 

OQ  "M^o 

^  if*         Art  V. 

30. — No  answer ;  the  whole  Township  under  one  Farm. 

30. — From  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

31. — The  same. 

31. — The  same. 

3z.— iNO. 

33. 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  from  the  depressed  state  of  Agri- 
culture. 

36. — Diminishing,  from  low  prices. 

37t— No  change. 

37. — They  are  very  industrious  and  sober. 

•j 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(NoRHAM  Parish),  LONEND  Township.  (3) 

(NoRHAM  Parish),  LONGRIDGE  Township.  (3) 

George  S?nith, 

Overseer  and  larmer. 

Robert  Paxton, 

Overseer  and  Farmer. 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

sjy. — INOC  wnen  nirea  oy  iiie  uay ,  wueii  uy  uic  yedij 
single  men,  SI.  less. 

oq  No 

30. — \s.  8d.  in  the  pound,  at  an  old  valuation  of  half 
Rack-rent. 

30.— 

31. — The  same. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — J\o. 

Oct  XT« 

32. — JNo. 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing;  but  not  attributable  to  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36. — No  alteration  of  late. 

37. — No  alteration. 

37. — No  alteration;  the  Labourers  are  sober  and  in- 
dustrious. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(NoRHAM  Parish),  NORHAM  Township.  (3) 

(NoRHAM  Parish),  NORHAM  MAINS  (3) 
Township. 

Ebenezer  Davidson, 
Overseer. 

Robert  Smith, 

v/verseer  anu  rarmer. 

28.— No. 

28.— No. 

f\        "XT  « 

2y. — JNo. 

go  'Mn 

30. — Is.  4rf.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

30. — Is.  2d.  in  tlie  pound  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — The  same. 

OZ.  INO. 

32. — No. 

33.— 

33.— 

34..— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36.— Diminishing. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  attributable  to  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — Labourers  are  as  good  as  ever. 

37. — Same  as  formerly. 

P.i.(B.)~PARTlIL                                                G  G  3 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(NoRHAM  Paeish),  SHORESWOOD  Township.  (3) 

(NoRHAM  Parish),  THORNTON  Township.  (3) 

W.  Dodds, 

Overseer  and  Farmer. 

James  R,  Nicholson, 

Uverseer  and  rarmer. 

28.— No. 

28.— No. 

t)Q   "VTrt 

^  y .— iN  o. 

29. — No. 

30. — 2s.  in  the  pound,  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — Is.  2d.  in  the  pound,  at  10  per  cent  below  Rack- 
rent. 

31. — Diminished. 

3 1 . — Nearly  the  same. 

« 

32. — No. 

32. — No. 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

/ 

35.— 

35.—  . 

36. — Diminishing ;  but  not  attributable  to  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36.— 

37. — ^Very  little  diflference. 

37. — Very  little  difference. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(NoRHAM  Parish),  TWIZEL  Township.  (3) 
William  Archbold,  Overseer  and  Farmer. 

Answers  and  Observations  apph'cable  to  the  Whole  of 
NORHAM  Parish.  (3) 

W.  S.  Gilly, 

Vicsr  of  N^orhsra. 

28.— 

28.— The  general  practice  to  hire  as  many  Labourers 

for  the  year  as  are  thought  sufficient  for  the  work  of  the  several 
Farmers,  and  the  answers  of  Lonend  and  Longridge  refer  to 
this  practice,  and  not  to  any  parochial  agreement. 

29.— No. 

29. — In  the  wages  of  men  hired  by  the  day  or  week, 
there  is  no  distinction  ;  but  there  is  some  differ- 
ence made  between  married  and  single  in  the 
yearly  hirings. 

30. — From  \0d.  to  l5.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

30. — From  Is.  to  2s.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

31.— Increased. 

31. — Much  the  same.    The  low  amount  of  the  Poor 

Rates  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  subdivision  of  the  Parish  ;  to 
the  kind  and  equitable  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  farmers,  and 

32.— No. 

to  the   independent  feeling  of  the 
^  ^'      -'^                                  Labourers,  who  keep  out  of  the  paup«r 

list  if  they  can  :  this  feeling  is  the 
1  consequence  of  Education. 

33.— 

• 

33.— 

34.— 

• 

• 

34.— 

35.— 
• 

35.— 

36. — ^Diminishing,  but  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  has  greatly 
diminished;  but  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  from  the  simplicity  of  the  management 
here,  has  not  affected  it. 

37. — As  good  as  ever. 

• 

37. — The  Farmers,  one  and  all,  speak  well  of  their 
Labourers  as  being  industrious,  sober,  con- 
tented, and  anxious  to  avoid  the  degradation  ot 
being  on  the  list  of  paupers. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORTON. 


John  Cartwright,  J.  P. 


(1) 


28. 


29. — None,  ceteris  paribus. 


30. 


31. — 


32.- 


33. — A  Select  Vestry,  composed  principally  of  Farmers, 
who  are  the^  greatest  Rate-payers,  direct  a  new 
Rate  to  be  made  when  the  proceeds  of  the  last 
are  exhausted,  or  nearly  so. 


34. — A  committee  appointed  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Rate- 
payers in  General  Vestry,  held  once  a  year, 
revise  and  alter  from  time  to  time  a  valuation 
of  the  property  in  the  Parish  made  about  18 
years  ago. 


35. — In  this  Parish  there  is  a  very  active  and  valuable 
Assistant  Overseer,  wilh  a  salary  of  25/-,  on  whom 
devolve  all  the  details  of  the  Parish  business. 
The  Select  Vestry  regularly,  and  at  short  inter- 
vals, audit  his  accounts  and  check  all  his  pro- 
ceedings. The  offices  of  Churchwarden  and 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  become  nearly  nominal, 
and  are  merged  in  the  functions  of  the  Select 
Vestry,  except  when  the  Assistant  may  require 
their  advice  and  sanction  in  any  particular  case 
occurring  between  the  Meetings  of  the  Vestry. 


36. — I  have  heard  well-informed  and  judicious  people 

say  it  is  exhausted ;  that  is,  that  the  Farmers,  as  a  body,  are  in- 
solvent. My  own  judgment  concurs  in  this  conclusion  un- 
questionably. Otlier  tilings  remaining  the  same,  the  operation 
of  the  Poor  Laws  has  hastened  that  exhaustion.  The  adminis- 
tration of  them  appears  to  me  to  have  been  as  good  as  cir- 
cumstances permitted.  For  some  time  the  Poor  have  had,  at 
best,  a  scanty  subsistence.  Had  the  Farmer  paid  no  Poor 
Rate,'' the  land  must  have  afforded  the  Labourer  and  the  Poor 
means  of  support  in  another  way. 


37. — For  some  few  years  past  this  neighbourhood  has 
been  peculiarly  situated.  Large  public  works  have 
been  proceeding,  and  the  best  of  the  Labourers  have 
been  employed  upon  them.  As  the  work  is  usually 
by  contract,  the  spirit  and  industry  of  each  man 
has  improved.  Otherwise  an  alteration  for  the 
worse  would,  I  think,  have  been  perceived. 


STANHOPE. 

W.  N.  Darnell,  Rector. 
Joseph  Little. 


(1) 


28. — There  are  more  Labourers  than  are  required. 

W.  N.  D. 

None  apportioned.  J.  L. 


2{). — None. 


W.  N.  D. 
J.L. 


30. — Ss.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  a  valuation  of  70  per  cent. 

of  Rack-rent,  equal  to  2s.  Sd.  on  the  real  Rent  paid.    J.  L. 
3s.  W.  N.  D. 


31. — Diminished  about  5  per  cent.  J.  L. 

Increased.  W.  N.  D. 


32. — Yes  ;  good,  W.  N.  D. 

Both,  and  a  great  annual  saving  thereby. 

J.  L. 


33. — The  Select  Vestry,  of  which  the  Overseers  form 
a  part.  W.  N.  D. 

J.  L. 


34. — The  Select  Vestry. 


W.  N.  D. 
J.  L. 


35. — The  Overseers  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Se- 
lect Vestry  in  all  Parish  matters.  They  sign 
such  rates  as  have  been  agreed  upon  by  Vestry, 
of  which,  as  they  form  a  part,  they  necessarily 
influence  the  decision  of  such  questions. 

W.  N.  D. 
J.  L. 


36. — The  price  of  land,  and  of  every  article  of  Agricul- 
tural produce,  is  lowered  by  the  fall  in  the  value  of  lead  from 
24i.  to  1  '21  a  ton,  within  the  last  6  years.  Still  I  do  not  think 
that  the  business  of  cultivation  has  been  worse  attended  to. 
Many  Landholders,  to  furnish  employment,  have  been  exten- 
sively engaged  in  improving  their  land,  and  as  the  Poor  Rates 
have  not  materially  increased  during  that  period,  no  part  of 
the  fall  in  value  can,  I  think,  be  attributed  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

J.  L. 

Stationary.  W.  N.  D. 


37. — The  Miners  do  one  third  more  work  than  they 
did  6  years  ago,  and  the  Agricultural  Labour- 
ers also  work  harder.  J.  L. 
Much  the  same  as  formerly.             W.  N.  D. 
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SOUTH  SHIELDS  Township,  (Jarrow  Parish).  (1.) 


George  Pringle,  Police  Commissioner. 
John  Walker,  Select  Vestryman. 

^8. — They  are  not  apportioned.  G.  P. 


29.— None.  G.  P. 


30.  — We  rate  upon  half  the  rental,  keeping  within  rather  than  exceeding;  on  this  estimate  we  had,  last  year,  9 

months  at  Is.  3(/.  per  pound  per  month,  2  months  at  Is.  9d.,  and  1  month  at  2s.  6d.,  besides  a  rate  on  trade  on  persons  in  business. 
 G.  P. 

31.  — They  have  increased  every  year  for  4  or  5  years.    This  is,  I  believe,  to  be  partly  owing  to  the  operation  of 

the  law  relating  to  Sea  Settlements,  and  partly  to  the  Justices  countenancing  and  upholding  all  applicants,  overruling  the  Overseers  and 
Vestry,  and  giving  a  triumph  to  the  most  profligate  characters,  who  soon  learn  to  treat  respectable  persons,  filling  a  very  troublesome  office, 

with  the  utmost  contumely,  and  often  witli  abusive  language.  I  have  already  observed 
that  the  number  of  out  Paupers  is  1500.  Five  years  ago,  when  I  filled  the  office  of  Over- 
seer, the  number  was  from  1000  to  1100;  the  number  of  persons  paying  Rates  is  about 
800  !  I  may  add,  that  wages  and  employment  are  quite  as  good  as  they  were  five  years 
ago.  G.  P. 


32. — We  have  a  Vestry  on  Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne's  principle,  Assistant  Over- 
seer, and  Vestry  Clerk.    G.  P. 


33.  — The  Overseers,  Assistant  Overseer,  and  Vestry  Clerk  :  the  first  alone  are  understood  to  have  the  power  of 

making  Rates,  but  the  two  latter,  being  permanently  in  office,  and  better  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the 

different  occupancies  than  the  Overseers  annually  appointed,  attend  at  the  making  the  Rates,  to  advise 
and  assist  the  Overseers.    The  Rate  is  usually  made  for  three  months,  and  collected  monthly.     G.  P. 

The  Overseer.    We  find  that  the.  59th  Geo.  III.  cap.  12,  gives  the  Select  Vestry  no  authority  to 
interfere.  J.  W. 

34.  — The  same  parties  as  stated  in  reply  to  the  former  Query.  G.  P. 


35. — The  Vestry  interfere  in  no  other  manner  than  by  an  occasional  recommendation.  When  the  Overseers  are 
about  to  make  a  Rate,  they  generally  apprise  the  Vestry  of  their  intention;  and  if  they  wish  for  any 
alteration,  as  to  the  sum  to  be  charged  by  the  pound,  they  usually  present  a  Statement  of  their  Accounts, 
give  their  reasons  for  desiring  such  alteration,  and  consult  with  the  Vestry  on  the  expediency  of  carrying 
it  into  effect.  G.  P. 


36, — I  believe  the  amount  to  be  almost  stationary  in  Agriculture,    Capital  employed  in  manufactures  and  com- 
merce is,  I  think,  increasing.  G.  P. 


37.~I  am  not  aware  of  any  change.  p. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SUNDERLAND.  (3) 

BISHOP'S  WEARMOUTH  Township.  (3) 

H.  B.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

William  Hill,  Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 
Thomas  Forster,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Have  no  Labourers  so  apportioned. 

28. — None.                                              T.  F. 

29. — None. 

29. — None.                                              fV.  H. 

T.  F. 

30. — Is.  (>d.  per  pound,  per  month,  upon  one  third  of 

the  supposed  annual  value,  after  deducting  one  fifth  for  repairs. 

30. — 2s.  Sd.  in  the  pound;  one  fourth  deducted  from 

the  value  of  houses,  and  one  fifth  from  the  value  of  land.  T.  F. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

31. — Increased  about  dd.  in  the  pound.           T.  F. 

32. — Both  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  the  effect  has  been 
beneficial. 

<?2  Yes  ■  and  it  answers  verv  well                  T  T?" 

33. — It  has  been  the  invariable  practice  in  this  Parish 

since  the  passing  of  the  Select  Vestry  Act,  to  call  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  the  members  of  the 
Select  Vestry  in  fixing  the  amount  of  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor,  &c.  The  Vestrymen  signing  the  schedule  as  assessors, 
the  Rate  is  usually  fixed  at  so  much  in  the  pound,  per  month, 
for  every  three  months. 

33.    The  Select  Vestry;  consisting  of  the  Churchwar- 
den,   Overseers,    and   20    rated  Inhabitants, 
elected  annually,  agreeable  to  the  Select  Vestry 
Act.                                              T.  F. 

WH. 

S*. — The  Select  Vestry,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers. 

31.— The  Select  Vestry.                            T.  F. 

W.H. 

35. — All  matters  are  submitted  to  and  carried  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  present,  including  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  meet  weekly,  to  determine  the 
relief  to  be  given  to  the  Poor  respectively,  ex- 
amine and  order  payment  of  Tradesmen's  and 
other  accounts,  audit  the  whole  of  the  books  as 
far  as  they  are  made  up,  &c.,  and,  when  more 
money  is  required,  agree  upon  a  Rate  to  be 
levied,  to  cover  the  probable  expense  (generally) 
for  the  next  three  months.                  T.  F. 

W.H. 

36.— 

36. — Know  of  no  difference.                       W.  H. 

37. — No  difference  observed.  W.  It, 


• 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


WESTOE  TowNsiHP,  (Jarrow  Parish.) 

W.  Anderson,  Churchwarden  of  Jarrow. 
Thomas  Wilson,  Assistant  Overseer. 

(1) 

(3) 

28.— 

29. — None. 

W.  A 

SC- 

SI.— 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  monthly. 

The  Overseer  and  Select  Vestry  jointly  make  a  Rate  every  three  months,  or 

T.  W. 

oftener,  if  necessary. 

W.A. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry.  T.  W. 

The  Select  Vestry  recommend,  and,  if  there  is  no  subject  of  disagreement  between  the  Overseers  and 
Vestry,  the  recommendation  of  the  latter  is  generally  attended  to.  W.  A. 


35. — The  power  the  Overseers  have  of  making  Rates  and  Assessments,  they  occasionally  exercise,  yet  usually 
act,  in  these  and  other  matters  relative  to  the  Poor  Laws,  in  concurrence  with  the  Select  Vestry. 

•  T.W. 
The  Overseers  acknowledge  no  legal  controul.    They  frequently  make  a  much  larger  Rate  than  is  necessary, 
and  collect  just  as  much  as  they  require  from  those  who  pay  most  readily,  leaving  to  their  successors  a 
large  amount  of  arrears,  which  are,  in  fact,  seldom  collected  in  such  cases.  W.  A. 


36.— No  sensible  difference. 


37i — Rather  worse.  ^ 
They  are  considered  to  be  a  great  deal  worse.  T,  W, 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


WHICKHAM.  (5) 


Stephen  Hall,  Assistant  Overseer. 
G.  T.  Blenkinsopp,  J.  P.  33,  34,  35. 

28. — No  apportionment  of  any  kind  ever  takes  place  in  this  parish. 


29. — None  virtually.    Single  men  are  mostly  boarded  and  lodged  in  their  master's  house.     Should  think 
quite  one  half  of  the  Agricultural  Labourers  employed  are  of  this  class. 


30. — 3s.  in  the  pound  on  Rack-rent  last  year. 


31. — They  have  been  the  same  for  the  last  three  years. 


32.  — We  have  both  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  and,  we  believe,  considerable  good  effects  have 

resulted  from  adopting  these  measures.    The  Rates  were  much  higher  previously. 

33.  — The  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  in  Vestry  assembled,  every  three  months,  after  due  notice  being  given  in 

the  Church,  and  after  the  examination  of  the  previous  quarter's  accounts.  Though  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers  have  a  legal  right  to  make  a  Rate,  independently  of  them,  yet  they  never  exercise  it. 

S.H. 

The  Rate  is  laid  on  quarterly  by  the  Overseer  and  Select  Vestry,  and  the  Overseer's  accounts  are  examined 
quarterly.  G.  T.  B. 

34i. — Meetings  held  in  the  Vestry  lay  the  Rate.  G.  T.  B. 


35. — Neither  the  Overseers  as  officers,  nor  the  Vestry  as  a  body,  claim  any  particular  prerogative  in  deciding  any 
question  that  comes  before  them.  A  show  of  hands  is  generally  first  taken,  and  the  decision  declared 
by  the  Chairman :  but  should  any  present  demand  a  poll,  such  poll  is  taken  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  58  Geo.'S.  c.  69.  s.  3.,  according  to  rental.  S.  H. 

The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseer  both  vote  and  decide  by  the  majority.  G.  T.  B. 


36. — 1  believe  it  is  diminishing,  but  I  would  be  rather  cautious  of  attributing  such  diminution  to  any  cause 
directly  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws ;  perhaps  it  would  be  nearer  the  truth  to 
say,  that  the  increase  of  pauperism  and  this  diminution  are  both  effects  of  one  cause,  but  what  that  cause 
is,  I  am  not  prepared  to  point  out. 


37. — I  presume  this  question  has  more  particular  reference  to  Agricultural  Labourers,  If  so,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  industry  has  either  increased  or  diminished.  As  it  respects  expertness,  I  believe  the  balance 
is  in  favour  of  improvement. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


WHITBURN. 

John  Smith,  Overseer.  1  Thomas  Baker,  M.  A.  Rector  and  J.  P.  (2) 
Robert  Hunter,  Assistant.  J  ^  '    Thomas  Barnes.  (2) 

28.— None.  J.  S. 

R.H. 


29. — None. 

J.  S.       21 H. 

T.  Baker. 

30. — Is.  8c?.  at  ^supposed)  three-fourths. 

J.S. 

R.H. 

3 1 . — Diminished. 

J.S. 

R.H. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

J.S. 

B.H. 

33. — Those  Rate-payers  who  attend  the  Vestry  Meeting  called  by  the  Overseers  for  that  purpose. 

T.  Baker. 


34.  — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  submitting  the  Rate  to  the  Meeting  of  Rate-payers,  and  making 

alterations  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  present.  With  regard  to  the  neglect  of  attendance 
at  Select  Vestries,  the  Poor  attend  at  an  appointed  time,  and  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Select 
Vestrymen  to  transact  business; — what  course  can  the  Magistrates  take  but  to  make  orders  for  relief  in 
such  cases?  and  why  should  the  Poor  be  subject  to  the  inconvenience  and  trouble  occasioned  by  Select 
Vestrymen  ?  T.  Baker. 

35.  — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  prepare  the  Rate,  and  when  any  objection  is  made,  are  guided  by  the 

majority  of  the  Meeting.  _  T.  Baker. 


36. — It  is  diminishing;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  the  administaation  of  the  Poor  Laws  has  any  thing  to  do  with 
that  diminution.  The  Poor  Laws  are  administered  with  great  care,  and  without  much  oppression  or 
prodigality.  It  would  be  a  great  benefit  if  the  Clergy  were  made  Guardians  of  the  Poor  in  all  matters 
relative  to  their  relief,  and  the  penal  parts  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  Bastardy  settlements,  and  levying 
of  Rates,  be  left  to  lay  magistrates,  to  whom  an  appeal  might  lie  from  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

71  Baker. 


37.— I  have  not  observed  any  improvement.  T.  Barnes. 

I  cannot  learn  that  there  is  any  change  in  this  respect.  Among  the  Labouring  Classes  are  Workmen  of 
all  characters.  In  this  parish  few  are  without  employment.  The  best  Wor£nen  receive  higher  wages 
than  those  who  do  not  stand  so  high  in  the  estimation  of  their  employers.  T.  Baker. 
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County  of  Durham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WINLATON  Township,  (Ryton  Parish.)  (3) 

Chapeluy  of  WITTON  LE  WEAR.       (i ) 

G.  H.  Ramsay,  Proprietor  and  Farmer. 

J.  Robinson,  Overseer.    George  Nevoby,  Sub-Curate. 
William  Buston,  33,  34,  35. 

<?R  — Npvpr 

28. — This  practice  is  not  adopted  in  this  Parish. 

J.R. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  difference.    "  Good  hands,  good  hire,"  is  the 
rule.                                               G.  N. 
None.                                                   J.  R. 

30. — 6s.  6d.  per  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

 #  

30. — 2s.  Sd.  per  pound  Rack-rent.                 J.  R. 

31. — ^Diminished  6d,  per  pound. 

31. — Increased.  J.R. 

32.— A  Select  Vestry,  which  has  been  extremely  useful. 

32. — We  have  not  a  Select  Vestry  at  present,  nor  an 
Assistant-Overseer.                            J.  R. 

33.— .A  meeting  of  tlje  whole  of  the  inhabitants  is  called 
generally  every  three  or  six  months,  when  the  Ac- 
counts are  looked  over,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Over- 
seers taken  as  to  what  money  they  may  probably 
want  for  the  next  three  or  six  months,  and  the 
xiate  IS  nxeu  accoruingij'. 

33. — The  Minister,    Churchwarden,  Overseers,  and 
principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  hold  a 
Public  Meeting,  and  decide  how  many  collections 
are  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  &c. 

W.  B. 

34. — The  Rate  is  laid  on  all  Property  which  is  thought 

liable,  the  inhabitants  in  open  Vestry  doing  the  best  they  can 
to  equalise  it.  A  great  deal  of  House  Property,  occupied  by 
poor  people,  is  exempt,  which  seems  unfair,  as  the  Proprietors 
of  such  Property,  in  many  cases,  are  making  Paupers,  without 
l;eing  charged  any  Poor  Rate  on  it.  I  think  all  Property 
ought  to  contribute ;  as  why  should  a  person  who  has  Houses 
occupied  as  above  be  exempt,  when  his  neighbour,  who  has 
Land  or  other  rateable  Property,  is  chargeable  ? 

34  — The  Overseers  and  the  persons  interested  decide 
by  a  valuation  of  the  whole  Township,  taken  or 
duly  made  and  allowed  by  the  Magistrates  in 
1809,  and  the  land  one  fourth  reduced  since. 

W.B. 

35. — Our  Vestry  is  constituted  on  Mr.  S.  Bourne's  Act, 
which  has  been  of  great  service;  and  the  Vestry 
and  Overseers  jointly  (in  Vestry  assembled)  once 
a  fortnight  decide  on  all  business  relating  to  the 
Parish  affairs. 

35. — The  Ministers,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants,  as 
before  stated,  take  part  in  deciding  all  matters 
by  a  majority.                                  W.  B. 

36, — It  is  difficult  to  answer  this  question.  If  Poor 
Rates  are  high,  this  decreases  the  value  of  capital. 
Twenty  years  ago,  the  Poor  Rates  were  about  3s. 
per  pound.  They  have  been  as  high  as  16s.  per 
pound  ;  but  this  enormous  Rate  was  owing  to  a 
large  manufactory  abandoning  a  Fund  which  the 
Workmen  paid  to,  and  they  came  upon  the  Parish, 
since  which  time  the  Rate  has  varied  very  con- 
siderably. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  its  diminution  cannot  be  at- 
tributed in  any  material  degree  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws.                   G.  N. 

37. — £  think  they  are  increasing  in  industry  ;  but  it  is 
not  considered  any  disgrace  to  apply  for  Parish 
relief,  as  it  used  to  be  formerly. 

37. — No  change.                                      G.  N. 
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County  of  ESSEX  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  BADDOW.  (I) 

LITTLE  BARDFIELD.  (3) 

Thomas  Phillips  and  M^.  Yell, 

v^verseers. 

William  Phillips, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28.— We  take  a  man  for  every  ^16  that  we  are  rated 
at;  and  since  that  plan  has  been  adopted  we 
have  none  out  of  work. 

29  —None 

• 

29.— No. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound,  at  three  fourths. 

30. — Our  Rates  are  above  1  Is.  in  the  pound,  or  about 
two  thirds  of  the  rent. 

31. — About  the  same. 

31.— About  the  same. 

32.  No. 

33. — There  is  no  person  appointed  to  decide  such  ques- 
tion ;  when  the  Overseer  finds  that  he  requires 
a  new  rate,  he  applies  to  the  Vestry,  and  the 
rate  is  granted  as  a  matter  of  course.  .    W.  Y. 

33. — I  am  standing  Overseer ;  and  when  one  Rate  i 
expended  I  give  notice  in  the  regular  way  for  an- 
other, when,  to  as  many  parishioners  as  attend,  I 
make  known  my  expenditure,  and  then  determine 
the  new  Rate  accordingly.   I  always  have  a  meeting 
called  for  the  Michaelmas  half  and  the  Lady-day 
halt. 

S4. — The  Rate  Book  is  usually  called  over  in  Vestry 
when  a  new  rate  is  granted,  and  any  alterations 
which  may  be  necessary  are  then  made.  JV.  Y. 

» 

34. — Our  Rates  were  adjusted  in  1811 :  to  that  Valua- 
tion we  refer  as  much  as  we  can.  Where  land 
is  occasionally  exchanged  we  determine  the 
Rate  at  about  two  thirds  of  its  Rent. 

35. — The  Overseer  proposes  to  have  a  rate  ;  the  Vestry 
agrees  as  a  matter  of  course,  sometimes  deliber- 
ating as  to  the  amount  of  rate  required  for  that 
time.                                           W.  Y, 

35. — The  Answer  to  Question  33  will  suffice. 

36.— Diminishing. 

36. — Decreasing  decidedly.  We  want  a  Law  to  make 
every  man  have  his  share  of  Labourers ;  then 
there  would  soon  be  more  abundant  crops. 

37. — Diminishing,  and  the  Labourers  are  worse. 
—  <— — —                                      „-  ,,.,,< 

37. — No  material  alteration. 

• 
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County  of  Essex  ^coniinued. 


ANS\YER  S. 


BARKING.  (3) 

-                         ROCKING.  (3) 

IVilliam  Glennv, ")  ^,      ,  , 
T        CI            f  Lhurcliwaidens. 
James  sharp,  J 

Rev.  Charles  Barton,  D.D., 
Rector. 

28.— No  parochial  management  of  this  kind. 

j  28  

j  *»■ 

29. — No  distinction. 

29.— None. 

30. — 65.  per  pound  nearly,  at  rack  rent. 

1  30.— 

31. — They  have  gradually  increased  from  4*.  to  6s.  per 
pound  within  the  last  seven  years. 

31  

! 
1 

32. — Both.    The  effects  are  beneficial. 

32.— 

i 

33. — The  open  Public  Vestry  make  the  Poor's  Rate 
quarterly,  and  the  Overseers  are  consulted  upon 
the  amount  of  the  money  wanted.       W.  G. 

1  — — — —  . 

1  33. — The  Visitor  and  Guardians,  acting  under  the 
22d  of  Geo.  in. 

34. — The  property  in  this  parish  (land,  houses,  &c.)  has 
been  valued  within  these  few  years,  and  a  Rate 
of  Is.,  Is.  6d.,  or  2s.  in  the  pound  is  made  upon 
all  the  occupiers  according  to  the  Valuation, 
and  at  the  discretion  of  the  same  Public  Vestry, 
who  are  competent  to  make  any  alteration  that 
change  of  occupancy  or  other  circumstances 
may  require.                                     JV.  G. 

34. — By  a  Valuation  made  in  1803.  Another  Valuation 
is  now  in  progress. 

35. — The  Minister,  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  with 
the  rated  [nhabitants,  form  the  open  IPublic 
Vestry,  a  majority  of  which  decides  upon  mak- 
ing the  Rates,  and  all  other  matters  that  may 
come  before  them.                          W.  G. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  or  the  majo- 
rity of  them,  assisted,  perhiips,  by  one  or  two  of 
the  Inhabitants,  make  the  rate.    The  distribu- 
tion of  the  money  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Visitor  and  Guardians,  by  means  of  their  agent, 
who  pays  the  poor. 

36. — Diminishing;  partly  from  the  pressure  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  and  especially  from  cottages  not  paying 
rates,  and  the  burden  of  fishermen's  apprentices. 
Other  causes,  no  doubt,  tend  to  reduce  the  Far- 
mer's Capital. 

36. — Stationary, 

37.— We  perceive  no  alterations  for  the  worse ;  they 
are  much  the  same. 


37, — Stationary, 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  O  R  E  H  A  M.  (3) 

B  R  A  I  N  T  R  E  E.  (3) 

Thomas  Seahrook, 

Cluirchwarden. 

John  Cunnington, 

Member  of  Select  Vestry. 

28. — According  to  extent  of  occupation. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  distinction  when  the  married  and  single  are 
equally  good  workmen. 

29. — No. 

30. — The  Poor  Rates  are  about  5s.  in  the  pound  at 
rack  rent. 

30. — The  last  four  quarters  have  amounted  to  18*.,  at 
about  three-fifths  of  the  rackrent. 

31. — About  the  same  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  with 
a  very  good  effect. 

6ii. —  We  nave  a  belect  Vestry,  nut  a  very  inefficient 

one  :  no  Assistnnt  Overseer.  The  Select  Vestry  h.id  the  effect  of 
consider.nbly  reducing  the  Rates  for  the  first  few  years,  since 
which  it  his  not  been  so  well  attended. 

33. — The  Minister,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers, 
together  with  such  other  Inhabitants  as  choose 
to  attend  at  a  Vestry  Meeting  regularly  held  for 
that  purpose. 

33. — Our  Rental  was,  nearly  twenty  years  ago  settled 

by  a  Valuation  of  the  Parish  ;  it  has  been  since  partially  altered 
from  time  to  time,  according  to  circumstances  ;  and  each  person's 
Rental,  when  the  rate  in  the  pound  is  determined  upon,  gives  the 
amount  e:ich  person  has  to  pay  ;  for  instance,  I  have  stood  at  £i  i 
rental  for  many  years,  and  when  a  2,?,  6(i.  rate  is  determinfd  upon, 
I  pny  £l.  7.  6. 

34. — A  few  years  since  a  Committee  of  the  whole  of  the 
Rate-payers  agreed  to  make  a  new  Assessment 
of  all  the  occupations  in  the  parish ;  and  it  was 
done  by  themselves,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties. 

34. — Although  there  is  a  Select  Vestry  in  this  parish 

who  have  the  power  of  decidins;  the  point,  so  far  as  the  Poor  Rates 
are  concerned,  yet  a  parish  meeting  is  always  called  early  in  every 
quarter,  to  grant  a  rate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  cujrenc 
quarter. 

35. — By  giving  reasons,  and  supporting  the  same  by 

o*-rriimpnt    nnn    ■nrittinor  tnp  I'lirTprpnt  niip^finnc 

to  the  vote,  that  they  may  be  carried  by  a 
majority,  each  Rate-payer  having  a  vote. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  principally  determine  the 
niatier.  The  Overseer  wlio  acts  for  the  current 
quarter  is  generally  anxious  for  as  large  a  rate  as  he 
can  obtain,  because  if  it  should  be  too  little  he  must 
advance  his  own  money  ;  and  the  large  payers  are 
anxious  to  have  it  as  low  as  they  well  can  upon  the 
principle,  that  if  the  supply  is  short,  those  who  have 
the  principal  share  in  the  expenditure  will  be  more 
likely  to  be  economical :  but  there  is  seldom  much 
difference,  as  the  probable  amount  of  the  expen- 
diture c^n  in  general  be  pretty  nearly  ascertained. 

36. — The  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  neighbourhood 
is  certainly  diminished ;  but  I  do  not  know  it 
can  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — We  consider  Agricultural  Capital  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood to  be  diminishinfj :  we  attribute  this 
in  part  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws,  rates 
having  increased,  and  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce  decreased ;  or,  if  rates  have  upon  an 
average  of  the  kingdom  rather  decreased,  it  has 
been  in  no  proportion  to  the  decrease  in  the 
value  of  agricultural  produce. 

37. — I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  difference  in  the 
Industry  of  the  Labourers,  except  in  the  younger 
part  of  them,  who  are  rather  disposed  to  be 
idle. 

37. — They  are  at  least  more  improvident,  and  so  far 
worse  than  they  used  to  be. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BULMER.  (1&2) 

CHELMSFORD.  (2) 

William  Simpson,  ")  ^ 
David  Badham,    f  ^^^erseers. 

28. — Taken  according  to  occupation  and  acreage  rent. 

W.  S. 

<i.  J.  Slokes,  Assistant  Overseer, 
Joseph  Marriage. 

28.— None.                                         A.  J.  S. 

29. — None.  5. 
Not  any.                                         D.  B. 

29. — No  distinction.                                A.  J.  S. 
No  professed  difference.    Yet  as  the  elder  and  middle- 
aged  labourers  are  much  better  workmen  than  the  ge- 
nerality of  young  men,  they  are  preferred.      J.  M. 

30. — About  85.  6rf.  per  acre.  5. 

30. — 6*.  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  half  the 
value  of  the  property.                     A.  J.  S. 

31.— Rather  increased.                                W.  S. 

31. — Continue  the  same.                           A.  J.  S. 

32. — Benefit  to  the  parish.                            W.  S. 

32.— 

33. —The  Parishioners.                               W.  S. 

33. — In  this  parish  there  are  four  Overseers  and  one 

Assistant  Overseer.    The  Rates  are  made  and  collected  quarterly. 
The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide  the  amount  of  Rate  for 
each  Quarter,  fronn  information  they  receive  from  the  Overseer  of 
the  Quarter,  and  Assistant,  stating  the  sum  required  for  that 
purpose  (each  Overseer  serving  a  Quarter).  They  have  not  of  late 
years  consulted  the  Parishioners,  the  Law,  as  they  consider,  not 
obliging  lliem.                                                       /I.  J.  S. 

34. — The  Magistrates  at  Petty  Sessions.           W.  S. 

34). — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  assess  the 
amount  of  each  Rate-payer  accoi'ding  to  their 
opinion  of  the  value  of  the  property.  They 
generally  copy  the  last  assessment.    If,  how- 
ever, any  material  alteration  takes  place,  or  new 
erections  to  any  property,  the  Parish  Officers 
meet  to  consult  together,  and  make  an  assess- 
ment accordingly.                           A.  J.  S. 

35. — The  Parishioners  in  general  meet  in  Vestry  to 

• 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  this  Parish 
settle  all  matters  relative  to  Rates  and  Assess- 
ments alone,  the  Parishioners  in  nowise  inter- 
fering, it  being  considered  they  have  no  power. 

A,  J.  St 

36.— Diminishing,  by  adverse  seasons,  surplus  popula- 
tion, law  expenses,  county  rates,  and  misma- 
nagement of  parish  affairs.                  D.  B. 

36. — In  this  parish  and  neighbourhood  the  amount  of 
Agricultural  Capital   has   greatly  diminished 
within  these  few  years.    The  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws,  I  conceive,  is  one  reason 

J.M. 

37. — As  good  as  formerly,  if  properly  treated. 

D.  B. 

37. — Industry  of  Labourers  nearly  stationary.  Yet  they 
are  not  such  good  workmen  as  formerly.  The 
young  men  not  being  in  farmhouses,  as  ser- 
vants, have  not  learned  to  plough,  but  have  been 
much  neglected,  so  that  few  people  wish  to 
employ  them,  except  at  busy  times,  or  at  a  low 
rate  of  wages.  «/• 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHIPPING  ONGAR.  (3) 

,                      CLAVERING.  (3) 

Richard  Stokes, 

Churchwarden. 

John  Newport, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — Not  so  apportioned. 

28.— Not  at  all. 

m 

29.— No. 

29.— Not  any. 

30.— 5s.  6rf.,  at  three  fifths. 

30. — 13s.  6c?.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased  Qd.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Very  little  difference. 

32.— Neither. 

32.— Not  any. 

33. — The  Overseers,  assisted  by  the  Select  Vestry, 
assess  the  Inhabitants  for  the  parish  rates. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

• 

• 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry. 
• 

• 

34.— A  Committee  chosen  by  the  Parishioners  in  the 
year  1820. 

35. — The  Overseers  are,  in  almost  all  cases,  guided  by 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Select  Vestry, 
which  meets  once  a  fortnight. 

35. — Both  Overseers  and  Vestry  act  according  to  their 
.^50  Rate  or  Assessment. 

• 

36.— 

36.-— Diminishing ;  and  in  a  great  measure  attributable 
to  the  heavy  expense  of  main  taming  our  poor. 

37.— 

37. — Decreasing  j  not  so  goo^  workmen  as  formerly. 

P. Z..  (b.)— Part  III.  kk3 


172  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  COGGESHALL.  (3) 

ST.  GILES,  COLCHESTER.  (3) 

Bobert  Jackson,  r^'''''^'^^'^^'''- 

Thomas  Cranmer, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

m 

28.— 

29.— Very  little. 

29.— Yes. 

30. — 18«.  Qd. 

30.— 

31. — Diminished  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

31.— 

32.— None. 

32.— 

33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Rate-payers  at  Vestry  Meeting, 
make  the  Rates. 

• 

33. — Decided  by  a  Parish  Meeting  called  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

34..— Idem. 

34. — Every  Occupier  pays  in  proportion  to  his  Rental. 

• 

• 

35. — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Rate-payers  at 
Vestry  decide  upon  all  matters  relative  to  the 
business  of  the  parish, 

• 

35. — Decided  by  the  majority  of  the  Parishioners  pre- 
sent in  the  Vestry. 

• 

36. — Much  the  same. 

36. — I  should  think  diminishing.    The  cause  is  the 
Parish  Expenses. 

37. — Boys  are  not  so  much  brought  up  regularly  to 
Husbandry  as  formerly.    Workmen  are  much 
the  same.    We  have  had  discharged  soldiers 
and  sailors,  since  the  Peace  returned  to  the 
parish,  who  know  little  about  agricultural  labour, 
or  any  other. 

37, — Not  so  industrious  as  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions  ]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  O  P  F  0  R  D.  (2) 

GREAT  DUNMOW.  (.3) 

Isaac  Ely  and  John  Ambrose. 

(Charles  Barnard,  CIturcli warden. 
1               William  Cock  &  John  Warner,  Overseers. 

28.— .Labourers  are  not  apportioned  at  all.        /.  E. 

28. — They  are  not. 

29.— But  very  little.                                    /.  E. 

29.— None. 

30. — At  \9.s.  in  the  pound,  at  about  half  a  valuation, 
taken  in  1819.  I.E. 

30. — 105.  on  three  fourths  of  the  rack  rent. 

31.— But  little  difference.  I.E. 

31. — Increased  Is.  in  the  pound. 

38. — No  Select  Vestry.  We  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer: rather  favourable  to  the  parish.  I.E. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer. 

33. — This  parish  hgs  a  perpetual  Overseer,  paid  by 

ihe  parish,  who  applies  to  the  Pari>hioners  uhen  he  wants  a  rate, 
after  which  notice  is  given  in  the  church  for  that  purpose.  The 
Acting  Overseer,  with  some  of  the  Inhabitants,  attend  such  meeting, 
and,  after  looking  over  his  accounts,  grant  him  a  Rate  equivalent 
to  his  expenditure.  This  method  generally  takes  place  four  times 
a  year,  about  the  middle  of  each  quarter.           /.  E.  &  /.  A. 

33. — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  in 
Public  Vestry.                                C.  B. 

34. — In  the  year  1818  two  Land  Surveyors  were 
appointed  by  the  Parishioners  to  value  all  the 
property  in  the  parish  that  was  considered  by 
them  rateable;  and  the  amount  of  Rental  of  each 
Occupier,  according  to  this  valuation,  is  the 
criterion  by  which  the  Overseer  is  governed. 

/.  E.  &  J.  A. 

34. — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  in 
Public  Vestry.                                C.  B, 

35. — The  Acting  Overseer  pays  the  poor  every  Monday 
morning  at  the  Parish  Workhouse,  at  which  any 
of  the  Parishioners  that  choose  attend ;  and  the 
same  plan  is  pursued  whenever  the  Acting 
Overseer  calls  a  meeting  at  the  Church  for  any 
particular  parish  business.          /.  E.  &  J.  A. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Inhabitants  jointly 

C.B. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing. 

• 

• 

37.— 

• 

37. — Diminishing;  which  we  consider  to  arise  from  the 
bad  system  of  allowing  by  the  Scale  laid  down 
by  the  Magistrates. 

• 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  k  k  4 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Essex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EPPING.  (3)  FI NCHINGFIELD.  (3) 


Edward  Roberts,  John  Ruggles  Brise, 

Assistant  Overseer.  '  J.  P. 


28.—  28.— No. 


29. — ."When  the  single  men  are  sufficiently  experienced, 
and  are  as  serviceable  as  those  who  are  married, 
their  pay  is  the  same. 


30.— 


31  


32.— 


33. — The  ordinary  way  of  obtaining  Rates  is  for  the 

Overseer  to  state  at  a  Monthly  Vestry  when  he  is  in  want  of  money 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  tlie  poor,  and  other  dem,inds  upon  the 
parish  funds  ;  at  which  time  the  Vestry  are  in  the  liabit  of  direct- 
ing the  Vestry  Clerk  to  propose  a  new  Rate,  which  Rate,  being 
signed  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  is  afterwards  signed 
and  allowed  by  the  Magistrates, 


34.  — About  thirty  years  ago  the  rateable  property  was 

surveyed  and  valued  by  a  Committee  of  the  parishioners  ;  and  about 
two  years  ago  a  similar  Committee  was  appointed,  no  one  of  the 
Committee  being  allowed  to  have  a  voice  or  a  vote  as  to  the  value 
of  his  own  property.  Their  report,  having  been  laid  before  the 
General  Vestry,  and,  with  some  little  amendment,  adopted,  is 
now  acted  upon.  Even  now,  if  complaints  are  made,  and  there 
appears  to  the  Vestry  to  be  just  cause  for  such  complaint,  the 
Vestry,  in  that  case,  will  appoint  a  Committee  to  inspect  such 
property,  and  to  alter  the  Rate,  if  ihey  think  it  right. 

35.  — The  management  of  the  Poor  Rates  is  a  good  deal 

in  the  power  of  the  Overseer ;  but  he  does  not 
take  upon  himself  either  to  adopt  any  measure 
of  importance,  or  to  do  any  thing  whatever 
that  would  materially  affect  the  general  interest 
of  the  parish,  without  first  consulting  with  and 
obtaining  the  sanction  of  a  General  Vestry, 
which  is  regularly  held  every  month. 


36.  — It  is  evidently  diminishing.    There  is  a  general 

depression  upon  the  spirits  of  the  Farmers  here, 
which  causes  them  to  avoid  employing  a  sufficient 
number  of  Labourers  to  cultivate  their  land  as  it 
should  be,  and  the  consequence  ^,  that  what  the 
Farmers  pay  to  thejPverseers  to  support  Men 
out  of  work,  might  generally  be  laid  out  in  addi- 
tional labour  upon  their  respective  farms,  and 
produce  a  profit. 

37.  — They  are  very  generally  thought  to  be  worse. 

Many  of  them  consider  the  Parish  Fund  as  their 
own  property,  and  that  they  have  only  to  apply 
to  aPMagistrate  for  an  order  to  draw  upon  it ; 
which  has  a  tendency  to  make  them  careless 
about  keeping  their  work. 


29.— No. 


30.— In  1830,  IGs.  in  the  pound ;  in  1831,  12s.  Sd. ; 
in  1832,  165.  6d. 


31.— 


S2. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer.  The 

poor  have  been  more  attended  to  than  before  the  establishment  of 
the  Select  Vestry,  and  money  has  been  saved  to  the  parish. 


33.  — The  levies  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  are 

made  from  time  to  time,  at  the  instance  of  the  Overseers,  whom  the 
law  authorizes  to  demand  money,  in  advance,  of  the  parish,  before 
they  make  any  disbursement  in  the  service  of  their  office :  there- 
fore, on  entering  their  office,  or  during  its  progress,  they  make  it 
known  to  the  Churchwardens  and  other  parishioners,  as  often  as 
their  funds  aie  exhausted ;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  formal 
notice  is  given  in  churcii  for  the  ptirLihioners  to  assemble  in  Vestry. 

34.  — Every  rated  parishioner  pays  in  proportion  to  the 


35. — Where  there  is  no  Select  Vestry,  the  Overseers 
have  the  absolute  expenditure  of  the  amount  of 
the  Poor's  Rates,  liable  only  to  an  Appeal  against 
the  Accounts,  or  indictments  for  embezzlement 
or  mal-practices.  Where  there  is  a  SeiectVestry, 
the  funds  are  retained  in  their  hands,  the  Over- 
seers then  acting  solely  under  their  instruction. 


36. — It  is  not  considered  as  diminishing  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  if  it  could  be  ascertained  in  this 
parish,  I  think  it  would  appear  that  the  acreable 
produce  of  the  last  five  years  would,  on  an 
average,  greatly  exceed  the  acreable  produce  of 
the  first  five  years  of  this  century. 


SK. — We  observe  no  alteration  in  the  conduct  or 
ability  of  the  labourers  :  with  the  orderly  and  in- 
dustrious classes  there  is  more  intelligence,  better 
dress,  and  the  interior  of  their  cottages  displays 
more  comforts  than  formerly  ;  but  low  markets,  or 
other  circumstances  that  deprive  their  employers  of 
their  customary  means,  rapidly  and  cruelly  retard 
their  moral  and  intellectual  improvement. 


assessment  of  his  occupation.  If  the  question  be  intended  to  be. 
Who  are  allowed  or  authorized  to  dictate  the  assessment  by  which 
the  Parishioners  are  required  to  abide  ?  the  answer  is,  that  the  Law 
directs  the  Churchwardens,  in  the  absence  of  other  Parishioners, 
to  take  the  duty  of  assessment  upon  themselves ;  but  generally 
they  act  in  concert  with  a  Committee  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 
Of  late  years  however,  when  new  assessments  of  parishes  have  been 
found  necessary,  the  valuation  of  parishes  has  been  confided  to 
individuals  of  reputed  character  and  experience. 


Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  l-To 

County  of  Essex  —  cotitinued. 


ANSWERS. 


F  R  Y  E  R  N  I N  G.  (2) 

GESTINGTHORPE.  (1) 

George  Price, 

Rector. 

28.— No. 

./.  Tomlinson,  Acting  Overseer. 
George  Walker,  Trincipal  Proprietor  &  Occupier. 

28.— Tlie  Labourers  are  not  apportioned  in  this  way. 

29.— No. 

29.— No  distinction   made,    except    to  Labourers 
employed  by  the  parish. 

30. — The  Rates  are  (taken  at  two  thirds  of  rent)  65.  6d. 
in  the  pound. 

30.  In  general,  irom  los.  to  1*5.  m  me  puuiiu,  at 

about  a  three-fourths  assessment. 

31. — Increased. 

« 

31.— Increased  and  increasing  rapidly. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  ;  but  a  General  Vestry  the  first 
Thursday  in  every  month. 

32.— No  Select  Vestry  nor  (properly  speaking)  As- 

sistant  Overseer.    A  man  is  einpioyea  at  a  yeaiiy  snai  tw^i;' 
the  Accounts,  but  without  any  discretionary  power  of  relievmg. 

33. — There  is  an  open  Vestry  on  the  first  Thursday  in 

every  month,  to  settle  tlie  Oversec-i's  Accounts  ;  and  whenever  a 
new  Rate  is  required,  the  Overseer  gives  notice  to  that  effect  cn 
the  Sunday  preceding  the  Vestry  Meetin?,  and  the  Parishioners 
present  se;ile  whether  it  shall  be  a  shilling  or  eighteen-penny  Ra'e. 
The  Rate  is  then  taken  to  the  Magistrates'  Meeting,  to  be  signed 
by  two  of  ihcm,  before  the  money  is  collected. 

33. — When  the  money  raised  by  a  preceding  rate  is  nearly 
expended,  the'Overseer  gives  notice  in  the  church 
on  Sunday  that  another  rate  is  made,  and  in  the  en- 
suino-  week  procures  the  siijnature  of  two  Magistrates 
in  the  Rate-book.   On  the  ensuing  Sunday  notice  is 
given  again  that  a  rate  at  —  in  the  pound  is  "granted 
and  siiined."  The  amount  is  then  collected.    J.  T. 

34. — Every  Householder   and  Occupier  of  Land  is 
rated  according  to  an  assessment  of  the  whole 
parish,  and  pays  a  Poundage  according  to  h  is 
occupation,  or  value  of  his  house,  as  it  stands 
rated  in  that  assessment. 

34.— Each  Rate-payer  pays  ^cording  to  the  amount 
of  Rental  at  which  he  stands  in  the  Rate-book. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  every  Parishioner  present 
at  the  Vestry  Meeting  take  part  in  deciding  all 
these  matters,  as  payers  of  rates,  but  not  on 
account  of  their  office;  and  if  any  difference  of 
opinion  arises,  it  is  settled  by  every  person 
giving  his  vote,  and  by  the  majority. 

35.— Both  Overseers  and  other  Parish  Officers,  nomi- 
nally, are  parties  concerned  in  making  a  new 
Rate  ;  but,  in  point  of  foct,  the  Acting  Overseer 
has  the  management  of  the  matter.         J.  T. 

36. — Capital  is  generally  diminishing,  and  it  may  be 
undoubtedly  attributed  to  the  bad  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws,  and  to  the  diminished  value 
of  agricultural  produce  by  the  Corn  Laws. 

36.— Rapidly  diminishing;  and  we  do  consider  such 
diminution  is,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  pernicious  and  oppressive  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — I  do  not  think  that  Labourers  are  w^orse  work- 
men ;  but  there  is  not  the  same  industry  in 
seeking  for  work,  knowing  that  they  must  be 
supported  by  the  parish  if  out  of  work. 

37. — We  have  no  hesitation  in  answering  this  Query. 
The  Labourers  are  both  worse  workmen  and 
less  industrious.    We  think  that,  in  a  general 
way,  three  do  not  now  do  the  work  that  two 
would  have  done  15  or  20  years  ago. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EAS'T  HAM.  (3) 

WEST  HAM.  (3) 

H%  Wilson. 

Henry  Wilson, 

West  Hani  Abbey. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28.— 

29. — None,  provided  he  is  an  able-bodied  man. 

29.— 

30. — 75.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32, — We  have  both  :  and  this  system  is  approved  of  by 
the  Rate-payei's. 

32.— 

33.— 

33.— 

J 

34   4 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — Rapidly  diminishing ;  attributable  to  the  decline 
in  the  price  of  agricultural  produce. 

37.— 

37. — There  is  no  lack  of  Industry  amongst  the  La- 
bourers in  this  neighbourhood ;  they  are  obliged 
to  work  harder  and  more  hours  than  they  did 
when  prices  were  higher. 

Ans^rers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HARLOW.  (3) 

HATFIELD  PEVEREL.  (3) 

Isaac  Rogers,  Overseer. 
Edward  Perry,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— No. 

Anonymous. 
Edward  Baker,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — It  has  been  the  case ;  when  ten  or  fifteen  men  have 
not  had  employment,  they  have  been  appor- 
tioned according  to  Rental. 

29.— No. 

29. — A  single  man,  who  is  as  capable  of  work  as  other 
men,  generally  receives  the  same. 

30. — Is.  6d.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  value. 

30. — 75.  in  the  pound;  the  Land  assessed  at  2s.  Bd. 

3L — Increasing. 

31. — Much  about  the  same. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer ;  the  effect  beneficial. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseers  first  name  the  sum  required,  and 
then  it  has  to  undergo  the  approbation  of  the 
Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  at  a  Vestry 
Meeting,  held  once  every  three  months,  when  notice 
is  made  ;  but  we  do  not  know  any  thing  respecting 
the  County  Assessment,  except  paying  the  Rate, 
which  is  very  heavy.  The  Rate  is  demanded  by  the 
High  Constable. 

34. — The  parish  underwent  a  Valuation  in  1828,  by 
which  we  are  now  guided.    But  in  those  cases 
where  any  fresh  Valuation  is  made  upon  pre- 
mises,  &c.,  it  is  generally  settled  at  a  public 
Vestry. 

34. — The  persons  before  mentioned  who  make  the 
Rate. 

35. — The  Vestries  in  this  parish  are  open  to  all  Rate- 
payers. 

• 

35. — The  Overseer  acting  for  the  time  when  a  Rate 
is  made  states  to  the  Vestry  what  money  he 
considers  will  be  wanted  for  the  quarter,  when 
a  Hate  is  made  for  the  sum  required. 

36. — Diminishing ;  the  burden  of  the  Poor  Rates  con- 
tributes much  to  this  effect. 

36.— 

• 

37. — No  very  great  difference. 

37.— 
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County  of  Essex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CASTLE  HEDINGHAM. 

SIBLE  HEDINGHAM.  (1) 

Jeffery  Carter,  Assistant  Overseer.  (1)  • 
Ashurst  Majendie,  Dep.  Lieut.  Member  of  Vestry.  (2) 

Win.  Fisher, 

»8.— No.                                             J.  C. 

28. — There  is  no  apportionment  of  Labourers, 

29.— No.                                             J.  C. 

29. — None  where  the  age  is  20  years. 

SO. — 13s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the 
value  of  the  la  nd.                             J.  C. 

30. — Lands  are  rated  at  15s.  per  acre,  and  the  Poor's 
Rate  alone  is  15s.  in  the  pound. 

31— No.  J.C. 

31. — Increased,  with  every  probability  of  their  conti- 
nuing to  do  so. 

32. — There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  Accounts 

are  very  accurately  kept.  There  is  also  a  Committee  of  Accouius, 
for  the  inspection  of  the  parish  accounts  every  quarter.      J.  C. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  Vestry  Clerk,  who  is  paid 
to  assist  the  Overseer. 

33. — In  a  Vestry,  duly  convened,  the  Churchwardens, 

Overseers,  and  Parishioners  meet,  and  the  Overseer,  guided  in  his 
calculation  of  the  future  by  his  experience  of  the  past,  proposes  a 
rate,  at  so  many  shillings  in  the  pound,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
in  the  ensuing  quarter.  The  Vestry  acquiesce  in  the  proposition, 
and  the  rate  is  made,  confirmed,  and  published.               J.  c. 

33. — The  Parishioners,  including  the  Overseers,  in 
Vestry  assembled. 

34. — It  is  about  10 'or  12  years  since  the  parish  was 
valued ;  many  alterations  have  since  been  made 
in  the  Rate-book,  to  make  the  pressure  as  equal 
as  may  be  on  the  several  designations  of  pro- 
perty in  the  parish.  No  alterations  are  made  in 
the  Rate-book  but  in  open  Vestry,  or  with  the 
approbation  and  concurrence  of  the  Vestry. 

J.  a 

34. — The  Rates  are  paid  by  every  individual  according 
to  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  his  assessable 
property,  made  by  public  valuers  about  thirty 
years  since. 

35. — The  part  which  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take 
in  these  matters  is  so  nearly  the  same,  that  it  is 
hai-diy  possible  to  state  m  what  manner  or  de- 
gree they  respectively  interfere;  perhaps,  from 
their  more  immediate  acquaintance  with  the  bu- 
siness of  the  parish,  the  C)verseers  may  be  said  to 
propose  what  the  Vestry  confirms.  It  should 
be  added,  that  the  Churchwardens  at  present 
and  very  often  take  the  office  of  Overseers  upon 
them.                                            J.  C. 

35. — Within  my  knowledge  we  have  never  had  a  dis- 
pute or  division  on  these  matters. 

• 

36. — The  Agricultural  Capital  has  been  reduced  by 

want  of  remunerating  prices,  but  not  by  any  cause  otherwise 
known  to  be  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws.                                                                  J.  c. 
The  administration  cf  the  Poor  Laws  has  had  a  material  effect  here, 
as  elsewhere.    The  uncertainty  of  the  amount  of  the  Poor's  Tax, 
which  is  altogether  unlimited,  and  beyond  calculation,  deters  capi- 
talists from  engaging  in  agriculture  ;  besides,  a  great  part  of  the 
money  expeifed  on  paupers  yields  no  profit,  so  th<it  there  is  a 
perpetual  drain  of  capital,  without  return.    Where  rates  have  not 
fallen  since  the  peace,  they  are  in  fact  higher,  as  measured  by 
produce.                                                               A.  M. 

36. — Diminishing  in  such  a  degree  that  it  is  pauper- 
izing the  Farmers  every  day. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  worse  workmen  than  they  for- 
merly were,  and  the  cause  is,  that  they  are  so 
frequently  out  of  employment.              J.  C. 

The  Industry  of  Labourers  has  diminished.  The 
superabundance  of  labourers  keeps  the  price  of 
labour  at  the  lowest  level ;  hence  there  is  no 
.stimulus  to  exertion,  and  no  hope  of  indepen- 
dence.                                           A.  M. 

37. — Diminishing ;  evidently  worse  workmen  than  for- 
merly ;  which  I  think  is  in  a  great, measure  owing 
to  their  not  being  able  to  get  constant  employ- 
ment, and  the  easy  access  to  the  parish  funds. 

Answers 'to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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GREAT  KENNY.  (3) 

INGATESTONE.  (1) 

fViUlam  Newport,  Churchwarden. 
Edward  Cook,  Overseer. 

28. — By  the  Labour-rate  :  but  some  of  the  Occupiers 
do  not  employ  their  portion. 

28. — They  are  not. 

29.— No  difference. 

29. — In  this  parish  there  is  no  distinction. 

30. — 13s.  9ld.  per  acre ;  rack  rent,  24s.  per  acre ; 
rates,  12s.  2\d.  in  the  pound. 

30. — Three  fourths  of  rack-rent;  6s.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased.  In  the  year  1822  they  were  .^'366. 9.  8.; 

in  182,;,  £566.  II.  6.;  in  1831,  £776.  7.  ;  in  1832,  £802.  16. 

31. — Increased. 

32.— Neither. 

32. — We  have  neither. 

33. — Unfortunately,  in  this  parish  we  have  only  the 

two  Overseers  and  the  Churchw:,rden  to  transact  parish  business. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  Rate  is  made  by  a  meeting 
called  for  that  purpose,  to  collect  as  much  money  as  is  thought  will 
be  wanted  for  the  quarter.  When  the  amount  is  expended,  a  second 
meeting  is  called,  to  examine  the  Overseer's  Accounts,  and  to  allow 

and  by  two  Justices  cf  the  Peace,  before  the  money  is  collected.  AT. 

33. — A  Vestry  Meeting  is  held  monthly ;  an  order  for 
a  new  Rate  is  signed  by  the  Parishioners  present. 
Notice  is  given  in  church  that  a  Rate  has  been 
granted  and  signed  by  two  Magistrates. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  his  assessment. 
In  the  first  instance,  the  parish  is  valued  by  two 
competent  and  impartial  persons,  and  the  assess- 
ment is  made  according  to  the  value  of  different 
person's  property.                              W.  N. 

34. — The  Parish  has  been  valued  and  rated  accordingly. 
;  The  assessment  is  made  on  about  three  fourths 
of  the  rental. 

35. — This  question  is  answered  in  Answer  33. 

TV  TV 

35. — In  case  of  difference  of  opinion  (which  has  not 
occurred  smce  i  nave  leoiueu  ni  iiic  jraiisu^, 
a  Special  Meeting  is  called,  when  every  Parish- 
ioner is  expected  to  attend. 

36. — Diminished.  Unless  we  are  relieved  from  the  sur- 
plus hands,  or  subsequent  increase,  ue  shall  all  be 
reduced  to  pauperism,  or  be  dependants  on  our 
friends,  which  is  the  case  of  several  of  the  old  tenants 
who  have  lately  left  their  farms.  Certainly  the  land 
is  not  worth  so  much  as  it  was  ten  years  back  by  10s. 
per  acre,  Hates  having  increased  7s.  and  Hs.  per  acre, 
and  we  are  obliged  to  keep  more  men  than  can  be 
profitably  employed,  which  makes  it  equal  to  10s. 
per  acre. 

36.— Greatly  diminishing;  and  I  believe  where  the 
Poor  have  been  relieved  according  to  the  exist- 
ing Scale,  it  has  been  a  source  of  great  evil. 

37. — Their  Industry  is  diminishing,  through  the  want 
of  proper  encouragement.  The  Farmer  being 
so  overburdened  with  Labourers,  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  give  them  that  stimulus  which  is 
necessary  for  their  encouragement. 

37. — I  do  not  consider  them  worse  workmen,  but  less 
industrious  than  formerly,  which  I  think  originates 
in  the  want  of  that  stimulus  which  ought  to  be 
given,  but  which  is  withheld  in  consequence  of  the 
inability  of  the  Farmer  ;  but  in  some  instances  it  is 
owing  to  their  receiving  too  good  an  education, 
which  gives  them  ideas  beyond  their  station  in  life, 
and  makes  them  dissatisfied. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Pakt  III. 


L  L  3 


180  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Essex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


K  E  L  V  E  D  E  N.  (2) 

LAV^FORD.  (3) 

Charles  Dalion,  Vicar, 
in  the  Name  of  !i  Parish  Meeting. 

James  Taber,  Overseer.    Thomas  Num. 
R.  W.  Cox,  J.  P. 

88. — Not  usual. 

28. — Not  apportioned.                               J.  T. 

29. — None. 

29. — Not  any  distinction.                J.  T.  &  T.  N. 
No  difference.                              R.  W.  C. 

30. — Rates  about  105.  in  the  pound  for  the  year,  the 

Land  being  rated  at  two  thirds  of  its  value  ;  the  Houses  some- 
thing less. 

30. — About  7s.  in  the  pound,  assessed  at  three  fifths  of 
the  value.                                      J.  T. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased.                                         J.  T. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  ;  an  Assistant  Overseer  just  ap- 
pointed ;  effect  not  yet  known. 

32.  No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 

whose  services  are  beneficial. 

J.  T. 

33. — The  Overseers,  as  by  Law  compelled,  make  a  Rate, 
which  they  submit  to  a  Vestry  Meeting  ;  this  is 
usually  done  half  yearly  :  out  of  the  funds  thus 
raised  the  County  Rate  is  paid. 

• 

33. — The  Chapelwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestry,  at- 
tended by  the  principal  Inhabitants,  at  the  end 
of  every  quarter  of  a  year. 

T,N. 

34. — Each  Rate  payer  of  course  pays  according  to  the 
assessment,  which  is  not  altered,  except  occa- 
sionally, and  then  by  a  decision  of  Vestry. 

34. — The  Chapelwardens,  Overseers,  and  principal 
Inhabitants,  assembled  at  a  Vestry. 

T.  N. 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  by  a  majority  in  Vestry. 

35. — The  Chapelwardens,  Overseers^  and  principal 
Inhabitants,  all  act  together. 

T,  N. 

36. — Diminishing;  one  cause,  the  increase  of  the  Poor 
Rates,  which  has  been  progressive  since  the 
Peace:  in  the  last  thirty  years  they  are  doubled. 
"We  cannot  see  that  this  is  attributable  to  any 
defect  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  ; 
but  rather  to  the  increase  of  population,  and 
other  causes  which  have  been  already  alluded 
to. 

36. — Diminishing :  and  affected  by  the  Poor  Laws. 

T.  N. 

Diminishing,  I  expect.     The  Poor  Rates  are 
increased;  wages  very  little  reduced ;  agricultu- 
ral produce  greatly  reduced  in  price.   To  these 
causes  may  be  added,  the  intricacies  of  the  Law 
of  Settlement,  occasioning  expenses  in  Appeals 
to  the  Quarter  Sessions.                 R.  W.  C. 

37. — Decidedly  worse,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the 
agriculturist,  from  want  of  a  remunerating  price,  to 
give  encouragement  to  industry,  and  to  the  dete- 
riorating effects  of  the  Poor  Laws,  which  tend  to 
(iepress  the  spirits  and  degrade  the  character  of  the 
Labourer,  making  him  not  ashamed  to  apply  for 
assistance  rather  than  use  extra  exertion  for  the 
mainteuc  nce  of  his  family. 

37. — Diminishing ;  and  particularly  with  the  rising  ge- 
neration.   The  present  Labourers  are  not  so 
good.                                           T.  N. 
Industry  is  decreasing,  from  want  of  employment. 
Labourers  are  certainly  worse ;  many  hands 
cannot  plough,  and  in  fencing  and  draining 
they  are  inferior.                          R-  W.  C. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARY,  LEYTON.  (3) 

LOUGHTON.  (3) 

<S.  Richardson, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Anlhony  Hamilton,  Rector, 
with  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  he. 

28.— No. 

28. — None. 

29. — No,  or  very  seldom.    There  may  be  cases  of 
Irish  Labourers  taking  lower  wages  while  single. 

29. — None. 

30. — The  last  year's  Rates  were  6s.  in  the  pound  on 
five  eiffhths  of  estimated  rental. 

30.— 4^£.  at  racK  rent,  inciuuiiig  ciimcii  iulc,  puui  o 
rate,  and  highway  rate. 

3L — Increased  one  twelfth. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 

which  is  considered  beneficial,  owing  to  the  supervision  and  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  applicants,  which  often  prevents  imposition. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners, 
in  Public  Vestry. 

33.— The  amount  of  each  rate  is  decided  upon  as 
required  in  Vestry,  upon  the  information  of  the 
Overseer. 

84. — The  same  parties.    See  Answer  33. 

34,. — The  Vestry,  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  report  of  the  Overseer  of  the 
supposed  value  of  the  property,  house,  or  land, 
whatever  it  may  be. 

85. —  In  this  parish  the  Vestries  are  held  monthly.  The 

Senior  Overseer  receives  the  amount  of  all  Poor  Rates  levied,  and 
pays  the  whole  disbursement  relating  to  the  poor  during  his  year  of 
office.  At  the  proper  period  he  states  to  the  Vestry  the  amount  of 
Rate  that  he  considers  will  be  necessary,  whereupon  an  order  is 
entered  on  the  Vestry  Minutes  that  a  Rate  of  the  necessary  amount 
be  prepared  and  made  at  the  next  Vestry ;  at  which  time  the  Rate 
so  ordered  is  produced  by  the  Assistant  Overseer  to  the  Vestiy, 
and,  being  then  read  over  and  examined,  is  signed  by  the  majority 
of  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  Vestrymen  present,  and 
a  minute  thereof  is  made  in  the  Vestry  Minute-book. 
All  applications  of  Rate-payers  respecting  their  Assessments  are 
made  to  the  Vestry,  who,  with  the  Parish  Officers,  decide  together 
on  all  these  matters  at  their  monthly  meetings. 

35.— 

36. — I  think  it  is  certainly  diminishing ;  one  cause  of 
which  may  not  unfairly  be  attributed  to  the 
heavy  and  increasing  Poor  Rates,  partly  occa- 
sioned by  the  great  number  of  unemployed 
Labourers  relieved. 

36. — Decreasing;  but  not  from  any  cause  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — I  really  think  it  is  diminishing. 

37. — There  is  no  alteration. 

P.L.  (u.)— Pakt  IIL 


L  L  4 


182  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARY,  MALDON.  (3) 

GREAT  MAPLESTEAD.  (1) 

Charles  Hurrell,  Churchwarden. 

James  Sperling, 

28.— 

 » — — — 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction :  every  one  is  paid  according  to 
his  ability.                                       C.  H. 

29. — None. 

30. — Two  thirds ;  Rates,  7s.  6rf.  in  the  pound  per  year. 

C.H. 

30.— 

3 1  .—Much  the  same.                                  C.  H. 

31.— 

32  No.  C.H. 

33.— Churchwaudens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners. 

W.F. 

33. — The  Acting  Overseer  in  Vestry  usually  states  what 
sum  of  money  will  be  wanted  for  three  months 
which  is  granted  as  a  matter  of  course. 

34.— The  aforesaid.                                   W.  F. 

34. — The  parish  assessment. 

35. — The  Overseers  draw  out  the  Rate,  which  is  perused 
at  a  Vestry  Meeting  by  the  Churchwai'dens,  and 
settled  by  such  of  the  Parishioners  who  think 
fit  to  attend  the  same,                       W,  F. 

35.— Simply  by  stating  in  Vestry  the  sum  of  money 
i-equired  for  three  months. 

36.— 

• 

36. — I  believe,  decidedly  diminishing ;  in  part  attribu- 
table to  the  Poor  Laws,  and  in  part  to  the  Corn 
Laws;  the  protection  being  inadequate  when 
the  home  crop  is  deficient. 

37  .—Much  the  same.                                  J.  B. 

37. — The  same  as  formerly  with  the  respectable  class 
of  Labourers ;  but  decidedly  more  trick  with 
the  other  class,  as  well  as  insolence  in  some 
cases,  as  knowing  the  parish  must  maintain  them 
if  out  of  work. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


PRITTL'EWELL.  (3) 

RAYLEIGH.  (3) 

Thomas  Carr,  Overseer. 

Joseph  Markwell, 

Overseer. 

28.— No.                                               ^-  ^• 

28.— No. 

29. — None,  except  in  Winter,  when  there  are  super- 
fluous hand^■,  and  tlii-n  the  unmanitd  men  receive  is.  a  day,  the 
married  according  to  the  number  of  their  family,  both  beinj  em- 
ployed by  the  Surveyor  on  the  Roads.                            T.  C. 
No  difference  made  in  wages  paid  by  individuals.  Anon. 

29.— No. 

30. — From  6s.  to  7s.  per  year.                       T.  C. 
6s.  in  the  pound  on  a  two  thirds  rental.  Aiion. 

30. — About  6s,,  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased  within  the  least  two  or  three  years,  Is. 

in  the  pound  ;  but  they  are  not  so  high  as  they  used  to  be  under  the 
old  system,  vi^ithcut  a  paid  Overseer.  Anon. 

3L — Nearly  the  same. 

Q9     "Mn  .Splprt  Vpstrv.  hut  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

T.  C.  Anon. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  which  has  been  beneficial. 

33. — The  Overseer,  on  returning  his  account  of  the 
expenditure   of  the  last  Rates  at  a  Vestry 
Meeting,  has  a  new  Rate  granted,  to  be 
accounted  for  in  like  manner.              T.  C. 
Tradesmen  are  never  appointed  Overseers,  and 
ought  not  to  be.  Anon. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Vestry, 
in  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — It  is  decided  according  to  a  valuation  of  the  rate- 
able holdings  made  about  thirty  years  since  ;  to 
which  such  holdings  have  been  annexed  in 
Vestry  as  have  since  become  rateable.     T.  C. 

34.. — The  Select  Vestry  instructs  the  Overseer  in  his 
collection  of  the  Rates. 

< 

35.— The  Vestry  and  Parish  Officers  decide  all  matters 
jointly ;  the  rates  being  determined  or  remitted 
on  the  monthly  meetings  ot  the  parishioners. 

T.  C. 

35. — The  Vestry  principally  decide,  but  if  the  assistance 
of  the  Overseers  is  necessary,  then  they  vote 
according  to  their  holdings. 

36. — Decreasing  from  the  depreciation  of  money,  and 
the  continuance  of  rent,  taxes,  &c.  at  the  old 
rate  of  value.                                   T.  C. 

Has  been  diminishing,  and  is  still,  owing  in  a 
considerable  degree  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws.  Anon. 

36. — Diminishing. 

87. — Certainly  worse  than  formerly;  and  the  alteration 
is  to  be  imputed  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  which,  equalizing  wages,  destroy  the 
inducements  to  industry.                      T.  C. 

Worse,  from  the  effect  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

Anon. 

37  .—Diminishing ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  the  Labourers 
are  not  so  good  workmen. 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


ROCHFORD  Parish  and  Hundred.  •  (3) 


Thomas  Rolph,  Surgeon.    Thomas  Quy,  Assistant  Overseer. 
M.  Compors,  Vestry  Clerk. 

28.— No.  T.  Q. 


29. — The  married  men  are  generally  paid  best.  T.  B. 

There  is  not.  M.  C. 

30.  — From  6s.  to  9s.  in  the  pound,  rated  as  King's  Taxes.  T.  R. 

8s.  in  the  pound.   The  Land  is  assessed  at  24J'-  an  acre,  or  near  the  rack  rent.    The  Houses,  at  about  half  the  rack  rent.  T.  Q. 

31.  — Less  last  year  than  the  year  preceding.  T.  R. 

Rather  increased.    The  number  of  paupers  has  greatly  increased.  T.  Q. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  rates  in  proportion 

to  the  numlier  of  paupers.  T.  Q, 

An  Assistant  Overseer,  whose  object  has  been  to  reduce  the  allowance  to  the  poor  to  the  lowest  possible  standard,  thereby  causing  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction.  T.R. 

33.  — The  course  pursued  in  this  parish,  is  for  the  Overseers,  whenever  they  have  occasion  for  money,  to  malce  a 

Rate  for  such  sum  as  they  consider  necessary:  the  usual  Rate  is  Is.  in  the  pound,  but  sometimes  it  is 
Is.  Qd.  or  2s. ;  and  when  that  is  expended,  they  make  another,  and  so  on.  Every  half  year  the  Overseer's 
Accounts  are  audited  by  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled.  M.  C. 


34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  an  established  rental  in  this  parish,  which  is  adhered  to  strictly  by  the 
Overseers.  No  variation  is  made  in  this  rental,  except  upon  appeal  to  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled. 
This  rental  is  read  over  to  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  by  the  Vestry  Clerk  at  every  half-yearly  Audit  of 
the  Overseer's  Accounts,  when  any  alterations  proposed  are  discussed  and  determined  on.  M.  C. 


35. — The  Overseers  only  determine  the  amount  of  the  Rate  for  the  time  being  to  be  levied  on  the  parish,  the 
amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  being  determined  by  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled.  The 
Overseers  never  make  any  alteration  in  the  rental  without  the  direction  of  the  Vestry.  M.  C. 


36. — Very  much  diminishing,  and  certainly,  in  some  degree,  from  the  heavy  Poor  Rates;  but  there  is  an  evident 
disinclination  to  embark  Agricultural  Capital  until  the  taxes  on  hops,  malt,  and  wool  are  taken  off. 

T.R. 

Diminishing  certainly.    The  amount  of  the  Poor  Rates  is  very  severely  felt,  but  the  dijninution  of 
Agricultural  Capital  is  but  in  a  small  degree  attributable  to  that  cause.  M.  C, 


37  —The  Industry  of  the  Labourer  is  evidently  diminishing,  because  in  many  cases  the  Farmers  will  not  permit 
their  men  to  earn  more  than  Is.  Qd.  per  diem,  and  as  they  can  earn  that  in  a  few  hours,  the  rest  of  the 
day  they  remain  loitering  about  and  unoccupied.  T.  R. 

The  Industry  of  Labourers  here  is  certainly  diminishing.    They  are  considered  not  to  be  so  good  workmen 
as  formerly.  M.  €. 
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ANSWERS. 


ROMFORD.  (8) 

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCIIET.  (2) 

Wasetj  Stirry, 

Vestry  Clerk. 

28.— None. 

Martin  Nockolds.    Matthew  Woodley,  Churchwarden,  & "» 
Charles  Hicks,  Overseer.  / 

28. — Each  Farmer  employs  as  many  or  few  Labourers 

as  he  may  require  ;  but  th(;re  are  at  least  500  acres  in  occupation 
of  persons  whose  homesteads  are  in  adjoining  parishep,  on  whose 
lands  no  Labourers  belonging  to  this  parish  are  employed. 

M.  W.  &  C.  H. 

29.— None. 

29. — About  I5.  a  week  less  to  single  than  to  married 
men.                     ivi,  Jy,    ivi.  rv.  6c  C  ri. 
In  Piece-work  of  course  no  dilFerence  can  be 
made.                                           M.  N. 

30. — The  Poor's  Rate  for  the  yeat  ending  at  Lady- 
day  1832  amounted  to  js.  in  the  pound,  the  Assessment  being 
at  three  fourths  of  tlie  annual  value. 

30. — 5s.  6c?.  in  the  pound,  on  five  sixths  of  the  esti- 
mated value.                      M.  W.  &  C.  H. 

3L — Yearly  increasing. 

3L — Increased  6(/.  in  the  pound,  according  to  the 
above  rate  of  assessment.        M.  W.  &  C.  H. 

32. — Neither :  this  parish  is  governed  by  a  Local  Act. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  nor  does  it  appear  necessary,  as 

a  committee  is  formed,  who  attend  weekly  to  the  wants  of  the  uoor. 
An  Assistant  Overseer  has  for  many  years  been  employed,  and  has 
performed  his  duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parishioners.  M.W.&C.H. 

33.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor 

call  a  Vestry  Meeting  in  the  parish  church,  where  the  Vicar,  if 
present,  presides  as  Chairman,  when  the  amount  of  money  actu- 
ally expended  to  the  dry  of  meeting  is  considered,  and  also  the 
amount  likely  to  be  required  to  the  end  of  the  then  current  quarter  , 
ascertained  as  near  as  possible,  and  a  Rate  of  is.,  if.  jcZ.jOr  is.6d. 
in  the  pound  (as  may  be  found  necessary),  is  granted  to  the  Ovei- 
seers  of  the  Poor  for  the  time  being.                           C»  H, 

34.— 

34. — There  was  a  Valuation  of  the  whole  parish  in  the 
year  1828,  and  the  Rate  is  levied  on  the  occu- 
piers according  to  the  value  of  their  property, 
as  it  stands  in  such  Valuation.             C.  H, 

35.— 

35. — Though  the  Minister,  Churchwardens,  and  Over- 
seers are  the  persons  who   recommend  the 
amount  required  for  the  quarter,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  majority  of  the  rated  inhabitants  should 
concur  with  them  as  to  the  amount.     C.  H. 

36. — It  is  diminishing;  owing  partly  to  the  Tithes, 
partly  to  the  Poor  Laws,  and  partly  to  the  de- 
cline of  trade  generally. 

36, — The  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  neighbourhood  is 
certiiiiily  diminishing  very  much,  and  rapidly  ;  which 
is,  in  my  opinion,  partly  atlributnoie  to  the  increase 
of  pauperism  (and  not  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws),  and  partly  to  the  restriction  of  paper 
currency,  throughout  the  southern  part  of  the  king- 
dom, which  lias  deprived  the  Farmer  of  the  means 
of  employing  so  many  labourers  as  he  did  previouslj', 
and  consequently^has  increased  the  necessity  for  pa- 
rochial relief.                                       M.  N. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  generally  supposed  to  be 
worse  workmen  than  formei'ly. 

37. — Industry  is  certainly  diminishing,  and  the  Labour- 
ers decidedly  worse  workmen  :   the  cause  is  un- 
doubtedly the  fiicility  of  obtaining  parochial  relief. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  for  permitting  the  sale  of  beer, 
no  less  than  six  Beer-shops  have  been  established,  in 
addition  to  four  licensed  Public-houses,  within  the 
village,  and  one  within  100  yards  thereof,  in  the 
adjoining  parish.  M.N. 
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SPRINGFIELD. 

(3&  1) 

Arthur  Pearson,  Rector.    John  Pearson,  Curate,  33,  34,  35. 
Abraham  Wallis.  Vestrv  Clerk  &  Assistnnr  Ovprsppr 

28.- 

~Our  Labourers  are  not  so  apportioned.                                                               A.  P. 

A.  W. 

29.- 

-None,                                                                                                   A.  P. 

A.  W. 

30.- 

-Rates  about  5*.  in  the  pound  per  annum  on  three  fourths  of  the  estimated  rack  rent. 

A.  P. 

Our  Rates  are  about  55.  the  pound  per  annum  on  three  fourths  of  the  estimated  rack  rent. 

A.  W. 

31.- 

—Remain  unaltered. 

A.  P. 

There  has  been  no  material  alteration. 

A.  W. 

32.- 

—  No  Select  Vestry.    The  Assistant  Overseer  is  unquestionably  of  use  in  this  parish. 

A.  P. 

We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  we  have  an  Assistant  Overseer.    The  effect  has  been  beneficial. 

A.  W. 

33.- 

—The  Parishioners  at  large,  in  open  Vestry  assembled,  called  by  a  public  notice  on  the  church, 
much  money  shall  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

decide  how 
J.  P. 

34.- 

—The  Rate  is  assessed  to  each  person  according  to  a  scale  agreed  upon  by  the  open  Vestry. 

J.  P. 

35.— The  Rector,  as  chairman,  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Assistant  Overseer  (who  is  principally  engaged 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  decisions  of  the  Vestry)  are  the  persons  chiefly  acting  in  matters  relating  to  the 
parish  funds,  though  the  Vestry  is  open,  and  frequently  attended  by  other  Parishioners.  Questions  on 
which  the  Vestry  are  not  unanimous  are  decided  by  the  majority.  J.  P. 


36. — The  amount  is  decreasing,  which  may  in  some  measure  be  attributed  to  the  heavy  demands  for  Rates ;  the 
amount  of  which  is  required  by  the  expensive  machinery  of  the  Poor  Laws.  A.  P. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is  much  diminished,  and  we  do  attribute  such 
diminution  to  many  causes  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  not  only  as  to  the  amount 
paid  in  relief,  but  also  to  the  law  expenses,  and  others,  arising  from  settlements  and  bastardy  cases, 
amounting,  we  believe,  to  nearly  one  fifth  part  of  the  parish  expenditure  under  the  Poor  Laws.   A.  IV. 


37. — Industry  has  diminished ;  less  pains  being  taken  to  qualify  for  situations  offering  but  small  advantages. 

A.  P 

The  general  Industry  of  the  Labourers  in  our  neighbourhood  is  in  some  degree  diminishing,  and  we  do  not 
consider  the  workmen  to  be  as  good  as  they  formerly  were.  A.  fV. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


187  c 


County  of  Essex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STEBBING.  (3) 

S  T I  S  T  E  D.  (3) 

Elisha  Mumfnrd, 

Vestrv  Clerk. 

Charles  Savill  Onley, 

Stisted  Hall. 

28.— No. 

28. — There  is  no  apportionment  of  labourers  in  any 
way. 

29.— No. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

30. — 1  Is.  Aid.,  at  rack  rent. 

30. — 8s.  in  the  pound ;  the  Rate  estimated  at  four 
fifths  of  the  rack  rent. 

31 . — Diminished. 

31. — They  have  continued  as  nearly  alike  as  possible. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  is  considered  beneficial. 

32. — Neither.   We  have  an  open  Vestry,  where  all  the 

principal  Occupiers  attend  and  assist  the  Overseer,  and  prevent 
many  impositions;  and  by  the  method  adopted,  the  poor  are  kept 
more  generally  employed  than  they  are  in  many  other  parishes. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners, 
in  Vestry  assembled. 

33. — The  Poor  Rate  of  this  parish  is  settled  quarterly. 

The  amount  is  determined  by  a  Vestry,  duly  summoned  by  a  notice 
published  at  the  church  six  days  before  the  proposed  meeting.  At 
this  meeting  the  Overseers  produce  their  books,  accounts,  and  ex- 
penditure, for  the  inspection  and  examination  of  the  Rate-payers 
present,  in  which  the  number  and  the  names  of  the  poor  claiming 
and  entitled  to  receive  relief  are  stated ;  and  from  that  statement 
the  exigency  for  the  ensuing  (juarter  is  determined. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  charged  his  quota  as  he  stands 
assessed  in  the  parish  book;  the  amount  per 
pound  is  decided  by  the  Parishioners  at  a  Vestry 
Meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  individual  Rate- 
payer is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  assessment  made 
on  the  fair  valuation  of  the  occupied  property.  If  any 
Rate-payer  thinks  himself  aggrieved,  he  may,  by  him- 
self or  agent,  attend  the  Vestry,  and  then  submit  his 
case  to  the  consideration  of  the  meeting,  when  it  will 
be  fully  investigated  and  decided.  If  then  dissatisfied, 
the  appeal  must  be  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

35. — The  Overseers  make  it  known  to  the  Parishioners 
when  they  want  a  Rate;  a  Vestry  is  then  called ; 
a  statement  of  their  receivings  and  disburse- 
ments is  made  out;  the  sum  wanted  is  ascer- 
tained and  agreed  upon  by  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers  and  other  Rate-payers  at  the 
said  Vestry,  who  sign  the  same. 

35. — This  question  is,  I  presume,  already  answered  by 
what  has  been  before  stated. 

36. — Diminishing,  which  we  attribute  to  the  Poor 
Laws,  as  they  now  exist. 

;^36. — I  consider  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in 
this  parish  to  be  nearly  stationary.    If  there  be 
any  alteration,  I  should  rather  think  it  would 
be  a  diminution,  not  caused  by  any  thing  re- 
lating to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws, 
but  to  the  failure  of  crops  in  1830  and  1831. 

37. — Worse  workmen,  as  many  of  them  cannot  be 
employed. 

37.— The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  remains  just  the 
same. 
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County  of  Essex  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 

STONBON  MASSEY.  (3) 

John  Oldhaniy  Rector  ; 

nccicforl  Vk«  P   ft   CnlhlPV    AptinO'  OvPrRPer.  Und  OnP  of  (Hp  rTriiPrHiSinQ  nf  tHp  TnnnrnnrafpH  WnrlrUmioo 

28;- 

-No. 

29.— 

-i\ot  tnat  1  ain  aware  oi. 

30.- 

-3«.  in  the  pound,  on  an  assessment  at  about  ^1.5.  per  acre. 

31.- 

-Much  the  same. 

'M/->  Qolpf'f-  Vpctru  nr  A  <;';?<;fnnt  Ovprscer :  but  our  'Drcsent  ActiiiP"  Ovprsppr  has  sprvpd  thp  offirp  mnrp  than 
twenty  years  (with  a  small  remuneration),  and  with  a  decidedly  good  effect. 

33.- 

-In  our  parish,  I  believe,  the  question,  as  to  how  much  money  should  be  raised  in  the  year,  or  for  any 
period  less  than  a  year,  for  the  rehef  of  the  poor,  has  never  been  raised.   The  Poor  Fund  has  been  uni- 
formly recruited  by  a  shilling  rate,  as  the  money  has  been  wanted. 

34^  "Phe  Overseers,  including  the  Churchwarden  (sole),  regularly  make  the  Poor's  Rate,  which  expresses  the 

precise  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer,  without  the  interference  of  a  Vestry.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  adding,  that  while  acting  as  a  Magistrate  I  had  frequent  occasion  to  suspect  that  calling  for  the 
opinion  of  a  Vestry,  instead  of  securing  the  peace  of  a  parish,  generally  had  the  effect  of  introducing  a 
collision  of  opinions,  dissension,  and  animosity. 


35.— Answered  in  the  foregoing  answer. 


36.  The  Farmers  report  it  to  be  diminishing,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  so.    Generally  speaking,  the  land  of  late 

years  has  been  imperfectly  cultivated.  This  necessarily  leads  to  a  diminution  of  Produce,  and  of  Capital 
of  course.  The  Farmers  say  they  cannot  find  more  money  to  pay  in  wages ;  their  chief  complaints  are 
afainst  the  Poor  Laws,  and  the  unfair  advantage  taken  of  them  by  the  middle-men,  the  millers  and 
butchers ;  and  of  late  their  minds  have  been  much  agitated  on  the  subject  of  Tithes. 


37.— Apparently  diminishing,  in  great  measure  owing  to  the  want  of  full  and  regular  employment.  This  obser- 
vation, however,  is  meant  to  apply  to  the  neighbourhood  rather  than  to  my  own  parish.  In  general  we 
pay  our  Labourers  higher  wages  than  are  common  around  us. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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THAXTED.  (3) 


Thomas  Jee,  Vicar  &  J.  P. 
J.  H.  Brand,  Farmer  &  Overseer. 


28. — They  never  have  been.  J'  ^• 


29. — When  employed  by  the  parish  there  is  a  difference ;  but  not  when  employed  by  individuals.         T.  J. 
No.  J  H.  B. 


30. — A  three-fourth  rate ;  Poor  Rates  are  about  11*.  in  the  pound.  J.  H' 


31. — Increased.  J' 


32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer.  J,  H.  B. 


33. — The  whole  sum  to  be  raised  by  the  Rates  is  settled  at  the  Vestry  Meetings.  The  Overseers  and  Church- 
wardens attend  the  Meetings,  and  with  some  other  of  the  principal  Rate-payers  examine  the  weekly  and  montlily 
accounts,  and  then  they  assess  the  Rate  according  to  the  actual  expenditure,  so  as  to  cover  it,  and  also  to  provide 
for  the  future  charges  and  expenses. 


34. — The  Rate  is  originally  made  on  the  occupiers  of  land  and  houses  by  a  Committee  chosen  for  that  purpose 
by  consent,  and  who  make  such  alterations  as  they  think  just  and  equal,  and  as  the  change  of  circum- 
stances renders  necessary.  This  mode  of  settling  the  Rates  prevents  litigation,  and  gives  satisfaction  to  all 
parties  concerned.  Immense  sums  have  been  spent  on  surveyors  and  lawyers,  in  appeals,  by  some  of  the 
neighbouring  parishes.  T.  J. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  always  agree  to  the  amount  of  the  Rate  and  the  mode  of  collecting  it.  The 
Overseers  state  to  the  Vestry  the  expenses  incurred  weekly  or  monthly,  and  from  that  statement  the  Rate 
is  granted.  I  always  recommend  these  Accounts  to  be  regularly  made  out  and  laid  before  the  Vestry  at  the 
end  of  every  month ;  and  by  this  means  many  important  regulations  are  adopted.  J, 


86. — It  is  diminishing  to  a  very  distressing  extent,  and  it  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  enormous  Poor's  Rate, 
occasioned  by  the  illegal  administration  of  both  Magistrates  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  T.  J. 

We  think  the  Capital  of  the  agriculturist  is,  in  many  instances,  entirely  gone,  and  in  all  rapidly  decreasing, 
owing  to  the  high  Rates,  occasioned  by  the  mismanagement  of  the  Poor.  J.  H.  B. 


37. — Decidedly  the  Industry  of  the  Labourers  has  decreased  very  much  ;  and  they  are  much  worse  workmen  than 
they  formerly  were.  I  attribute  these  defects  entirely  to  the  Allowance  System,  which  makes  no  distinction 
between  the  idle  and  industrious.    The  latter  are  almost  broken-hearted  at  this  injustice.  T.  J. 

Their  Industry  is  greatly  diminished,  and  they  are  become  worse  Labourers.  J.  H.  B. 
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THORPE  LE  SOKE N.  (1&3) 


J.  Martin  Leake,  J.  P. 
Thomas  George  Habin,  Excise  Officer. 


28  


29. — No  difference  in  Harvest;  at  all  other  times  the  married  man  is  first  employed,  and  has  more  wages. 

J.M.L. 

In  most  cases  considerable  (liff;rence  is  made  between  the  wages  of  the  Single  and  Married ;  in  Winter  from  2.1.  to  -jj.  a  week  ;  in  Summer  the 
difference  is  rot  so  great.  This  practice  has  tended  gieatly  to  injure  the  Labourer,  and  augment  the  Poor  Rates.  The  early  marriages  and 
subsequent  misery  of  the  Labourer  is,  in  a  great  degree,  attributable  to  this.  T.  G.  H. 


SC- 


SI.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Rate-payers  assembled  in  Vestry.  T.  G.  H. 


34. — This  is  decided  by  valuation,  such  valuation  being  generally  brought  about  in  the  following  manner.  If 

any  person  objects  to  the  amount  at  which  his  property  is  assessed,  a  Vestry  is  called.  If  the  objector  makes  out  a  case,  the  matter  is  adjusted 
by  affording  the  relief  prayed  for;  if,  on  the  contrary,  a  diversity  of  opinion  prevails,  a  valuation  is  agreed  on,  and  i;  conducted  as  follows. 
Three  Surveyors  are  called  in  by  consent  of  the  majority  of  Rate-payers  assembled  in  Vestry,  and  the  rateable  property  of  the  parish  is 
surveyed  and  valued.  Houses,  lands,  and  trades  are  all  subjected  to  the  judgments,  partialities,  prejudices,  and  ignorance  of  these  three. 
The  consequence  is,  many  properties  are  more  unequally  assessed  after  the  expense  of  a  valuation  has  been  incurred  than  before.  This  inequality 
arises  from  the  Surveyors  adopting  a  nominal  value  for  property  of  every  description.  Thus,  if  Land  is  rented  at  30*.  an  acre,  it  is  sometimes 
assessed  at  iji. ;  if  a  house  is  let  for  JE25  a  year  it  is  rated  at  ^8.  A  small  house,  occupying  rather  extensive  premises  in  a  village,  is  rated  at  more 
in  proportion  than  any  other  property  ;  while  the  residence  and  outbuildings  of  the  Farmer,  however  extensive,  are  altogether  exempt. 

T.  G.  H. 


36. — Answered  as  above. 


36.  — Certainly  diminishing,  from  the  late  unfavourable  seasons,  the  increased  pressure  of  the  Poor's  Rate,  and 

the  influx  of  foreign  corn  into  the  country  markets.  1  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  Poor  Laws,  but  the  increase  of  the  Rates  adds  to  the  Farmer's 
distress.  J.  M.  L. 
Diminishing.  It  would  be  fallacious  to  state,  or  to  attempt  to  state,  how  much  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  has  contributed  to  this,  but  to 
a  much  greater  extent  than  is  generally  supposed.  The  magnitude  of  the  evil,  though  severely  felt,  is  not  seen.  The  Farmer  finds  his  Capital 
diminish,  and  he  begins  lowering  the  wages  of  the  Labourer.  The  Labourer,  thus  cheated  of  the  fair  reward  of  his  exertions,  applies  to  the  parish  ; 
repeated  applications  blunt  his  feelings  and  destroy  his  integrity.  In  a  short  time  he  discovers  that  he  is  as  well  without  regular  employment  as 
his  ngighbours  are  with  ;  he  acquires  lazy  habits,  and,  instead  of  the  industrious  Labourer,  he  becomes  an  importunate  Pauper.  The  Farmer  has 
now  to  pay  for  his  maintenance,  without  deriving  any  benefit  from  his  exertions.  This  cannot  he  remedied  without  an  entire  change  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  there  is  not  one  of  twenty  of  those  persons  appointed  Overseers  who  possess 
either  intelligence  or  integrity  sufficient  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office  in  the  best  manner  for  the  comfort  of  the  pauper  and  the  well- 
 being  of  society.  T.  G.  H. 

37.  — This  question  is  not  easily  answered  ;  the  demand  for  labour  is  certainly  less;  and  industry  may  be  supposed 

to  depend  upon  it.  J-  M.  L. 

On  the  decrease.  In  point  of  ability,  there  are  as  good  workmen  as  can  be  desired,  but  the  stimulus  to 
industry  is  destroyed.  I  have  known  instances  in  this  and  adjoining  parishes  where  the  difference 
between  a  Labourer  being  in  regular  employment,  and  entirely  dependent  on  the  parish  for  support,  did 
not  exceed  \s.  6d.  per  week  ! !  It  must  be  observed  this  happens  during  the  Winter  months  to 
Labourers  who  have  large  families.  T.  G.  H. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  TEY.  (3) 

GREAT  WAKERING.  (3) 

William  Kempy 

Alfred  (Vedd,  Overseer,  & 

28. — Labourers  are  employed  at  the  option  of  the 
different  occupiers. 

28. — None  so  apportioned. 

29. — Not  any. 

29.— No  such  distinction  is  made. 

30. — Last  year  they  were  15s.  in  the  pound,  at  two 
thirds  of  the  rack  rent. 

30. — Now  reduced  to  about  9.9.  in  the  pound.  Rental 

of  houses  two  fifths  of  rack-rent,  land  half  of  rack-rent. 

31. — They  have  remained  nearly  stationary. 

3 1 . — Diminished. 

32.— W^e  have  not. 

32. —  W'e  have  a  Selpct  Vpstrv  but  nn  Assistant  Over— 
seer.  The  Select  Vestry  has  progressively 
lowered  the  Rates. 

33.—. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the 

Members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  appointed  under  the  Select  Vestry 
Act,  decide  upon  the  Rate  to  be  raised.  The  Rate  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor  is  not  made  with  reference  to  any  prospective  period, 
but  snerely  to  reimburse  an  actual  expenditure  already  incurred,  or 
to  raise  a  fund  fur  general  purposes.                           A.  W. 

34.— 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Parish  Officers,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Select  Vestry,  having  regard  to 
equality  as  near  as  may  be.  A. 

35.— 

35. — The  Parishioners  having   appointed   a  Select 

Vpctrv-  tlipsp  rnnttprs  nrp  fippHipfi  bv  tnp  mn— 

jority  of  Members  of  such  Vestry  present,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Officers,  who  vote  per 
capita.                                         A.  W, 

36. — We  fear  the  Capital  is  diminishing,  towards  which 
the  heavy  sums  paid  to  the  poor  materially 
contribute. 

36.— 

37. — We  fear  they  are  deteriorated. 

37— 

P.  L.  (B.)— Parx  hi. 
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County  of  Essex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  WALTHAM.  (3) 

LITTLE  WALTHAM.  (1) 

Robert  Dannatt, 

Vestry  Clerk. 

T.  S.  Hod'f<;es,  Rector.   J.  Surry,  Overseer,  and 
fV.  Hitchcock,  late  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned ;  but  this  is  desired  by  all^  except 
three  or  four. 

28.-— No.  An  attempt  was  made  about  two  years  ago  to 

apportion  them  According  to  the  extent  of  occupa- 
tion ;  but  it  failed  immediately  after  a  few  weeks' 
trial. 

29.^— No  general  difFerence.  It  may  be>  in  some  few 
cases,  that  the  married  men  are  more  frequently 
employed,  that  they  may  help  to  support  their 
families. 

29,— There  is  no  difFerence  in  their  wages;  the  difFe- 
rence to  the  married  men  is  made  up  from  the 
Rates. 

30.— 8s.,  at  about  two  thirds  or  three  fourths,  according 
to  the  valuation  of  the  parish  in  1805. 

30. — From  Qs.  6d.  to  Ts.  6d.  in  the  pound,  land  being 
estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the  rental. 

31. — Not  more  than  Qd.  in  the  pound,  more  or  less, 
for  the  last  five  or  six  years. 

31. — They  have  continued,  on  the  whole,  pretty  sta- 
tionary for  some  years  past. 

QO  ___,lVr\   Stf^lp/^t"  A/rficfi'tr           A  ccicforif'  f^vor^cooT* 

^9       TVTn        An  nr^pn    \^pQti'v   f^npp    n    wppt     wTipn  flip 
Overseer,  under  its  control,  pays  the  poor,  and  once  a  month  to 
inspect  his  accounts,  is  found  sufficient.    We  had  for  a  few  years 
an  Assistant  Overseer ;  it  was  found  highly  beneficial. 

33. — The  Chairman,  who  is  the  senior  Churchwarden, 
is  generally  appealed  to,  and  decides.  The 
Poor's  Rates  are  always  granted  quarterly. 

33. — An  open  Vestry  of  the  Parishioners,  convened  by 
notice  given  in  the  church,  upon  application  by 
the  Overseers.  This  is  usually  done  once  in 
every  three  months.                       T.  S.  H. 

34). — The  Parishioners  assemble  in  open  Vestry,  with 

the  Cliurchwjjdens  and  Overseers,  pursuant  to  notice  thereof  given 
in  the  Church  two  preceding  Sundays,  and  decide  unanimously, 
according  to  the  valuation  of  the  parish  in  the  year  1805,  wiih 
some  few  alterations.    A  Coiritnittee  of  twenty-two  of  the  prin- 
cipal |)roprietors  and  occupiers  of  land  chiefly  have  been  appointed 
to  adjust  the  Rates  of  this  pajish  for  land  since  occupied;  and  some 
which  was  omitted  in  the  former  valuation,  new  buildings,  improve- 
ments, &c.,  will  be  charged  in  the  next  Rate  for  the  quarter  com- 
mencing at  Michaelmas  next. 
 «  ■  » 

34. — In  18 14  a  Valuation  with  a  view  to  a  Rate  was 
made  by  the  principal  Parishioners  in  Vestry 
assembled,  on  themselves  and  others,  which 
Valuation  still  continues,  with  the  trifling  alter- 
ations that  circumstances  render  necessary. 
These  alterations,  however,  are  made  by  the 
Parishioners  in  Vestry.                   T.  S.  H. 

35. — Notice  is  given  by  the  Overseers  in  the  church, 
two  Sundays  previous  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
the  month  (quarterly),  that  they  will  on  that  day 
apply  for  a  Rate  at  2*.  or  Is.  6c?.  in  the  pound, 
as  may  be  requisite,  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
ensuing  three  months ;  and  when  granted,  and 
signed  by  two  Magistrates,  it  is  collected  by  the 
three  Overseers  (who  act  for  themselves),  and 
paid  to  the  poor  every  Monday  morning,  for 
relief,  as  their  several  cases  may  require. 

35. — The  Overseers  usually  state  their  need  of  a  Rate, 
laying  their  Accounts  at  the  same  time  before 
the  Vestry,  when  the  Vestry  discuss  the  matter, 
and  decide  upon  the  amount  of  Rate  to  be 
granted.  I  should  add,  that  generally  there 
has  been  great  unanimity  in  the  parish  on  this 
subject,  as  on  most  others.               2\  S.  H. 

36. — Diminisljing  very  fast  for  several  years;  generally 
thought  so  by  the  scale  referred  to  more  parti- 
cularly. 

36. — It  is  decidedly  diminishing,  and  very  much  so, 
owing,  as  we  think,  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
rapid  and  alarming  increase  of  pauperism,  and 
to  the  demoralized  habits  of  the  poor,  increased, 
if  not  caused,  by  the  abuses  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Diminishing.   Labourers  not  so  good  generally. 

37. — Decidedly  diminishing ;  the  Labourers  neither 
work  during  the  same  number  of  hours,  nor  do 
the  same  quantity  of  work  in  a  given,  time,  nor 
do  their  work  in  the  same  neat  manner  as  for- 
merly. There  may  be  differences  of  opinion  as 
to  the  causes  of  this,  but  the  fact  is  undeniable. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Essex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  A  L  T  H  A  M  S  T  0  W.  (3) 

WICKHAM  BISHOPS.  (1) 

Humphrey  May, 

Assistant  Overseei*. 

Thomas  Smith, 

28.— No. 

28. — Not  by  any  rule  as  to  occupation. 

29.  Very  little. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  per  year  upon  three  fourths  of 
the  annual  value. 

30. — About  Gs.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  rent.  . 

3 1 . — The  same. 

31. — They  are  much  the  same,  but  if  any  thing  rather 
increased. 

o.c.""~i>o  ocicLL  vcsiryj  uui  an  Assisiani  wvciscci. 

i 

qo  Nn 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

1  34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — Cannot  say. 

37.— 

« 

37. — Not  much  difference  as  to  their  capability,  but 
do  not  do  it  with  the  same  spirit  as  formerly. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  HI.  n  n  2 
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County  of  Essex— continued. 
ANSWERS. 


W  I  T  H  A  M. 

John  Neivman,  Vicar.    M^illiam  Luard,  J.  P.  &  Deputy  Lieutenant,  &c. 
Thomas  Tracy,  O  versecr.    Thovicis  Smith,  33,  o4,  35. 


28. — Not  so  apportioned. 


(1) 


J.N. 


29. — None. 

J.N. 
W.  TV.  L. 
T.  T. 

30. — 5s,  in  the  pound.    The  land  is  rated  at  two  thirds  of  its  value  ;  houses  one  third. 

J.N. 

31. — They  have  diminished. 

J.N 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Overseer;  the  effect  has  been  beneficial. 

J.N. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Vestry  decide  what  money  shall  be  raised  quarterly,  but  the 
amount  is  regulated  bv  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  and  other  charges  to  which  the  Rate  is  liable. 

2'.  T. 

This  being  a  small  parish,  we  have  no  Select  Vestry ;  therefore  it  is  decided  by  the  Parishioners  generally, 
at  a  parish  meeting,  fi-om  the  statement  of  the  Acting  Overseers  as  to  the  apparent  wants  of  the  poor, 
after  having  spent  the  last  Rate.  7\  S. 


34. — The  Overseei's  and  Vestry.   The  sums  are  levied  according  to  an  old  valuation,  generally. 


J'.  T. 


It  is  decided  by  an  assessment  made  amongst  ourselves;  and  when  that  cannot  be  done,  it  is  by  valuation  of 
arbitrators.  2\  S. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  part  in  these  matters  ;  but  I  believe  the  Churchwardens  consider,  as 
the  Law  stands  at  present,  they  have  greater  authority  than  any  other  persons,  if  they  saw  occasion  to 
exercise  it.  T.  T. 

These  matters  are  managed  by  the  Parishioners  who  attend  the  meetings,  the  Overseers  having  the  principal 


control  of  the  expenditure. 


36. — I  do  consider  there  is  more  Capital  in  the  agricultural  parts  of  tliis  parish  than  in  the  last  ten  years ;  owing 
in  some  measure,  as  I  conceive,  to  the  Poor  Laws  being  better  administered  here  than  in  miuiy  other 
parishes.  J.  N. 

In  this  parish  it  is  not  much  altered,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  it  has  diminished  very  much.    The  bad 
effect  of  the  Poor  Laws  is  one  of  the  causes.  W.  TV.  L. 

Diminishing ;  and  in  some  measure  from  the  Poor  Rate,  Church  and  Highway  Rate,  also  County  Rates, 
which  are  now  very  heavy,  pressing  almost  exclusively  on  the  agriculturist.  T.  T. 


3T. — The  Labourers  are  as  good  workmen  when  actually  eii'^atred  in  labour,  but  not  so  industrious  in  seekin 
employment,  or  keeping  to  it,  as  they  were  formerly.  J.  N. 

I  think  our  Labourers  are  as  good  men  as  formerly;  the  reason  is,  tliere  is  in  this  parish  a  very  efficient 
Select  Vestry.  A  good  workman  is  never  suffered  to  want  work  at  the  usual  wages,  that  is  to  say, 
10s.  or  1  Is.  per  week,  and  small  beer.  W.  TV.  L. 

Labourers  not  so  good  workmen  as  formerly,  chiefly  from  many  of  them  having  been  either  sailors  or  soldiers,, 
and  those  men  are  too  frequently  found  to  be  idle  and  profligate,  having  lost  all  knowledge  of  and  relish  for 
rural  pursuits,  and  are  found  a  very  heavy  burden,  with  their  small  pensions,  on  their  parishes.     T.  T. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  GLOUCESTER— con/mw^t/. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  BARRINGTON.  (3) 

LITTLE  BARRINGTON.  (3) 

T.  Edgington, 

Humphrey  Porter,  Overseer. 
George  Ward,  Churchwarden. 

28— 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  the  extent  of  occupa- 

G.JV. 

/S\}t——is,  per  wccK.  • 
Not  any  this  Winter.                         G.  W. 

SC- 

30.— 55.  per  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the 

rack  rent.                                                               H.  P. 
4S  1  id.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the  rack  rent.  G-  W . 

SI.— 

31.— Increased  .^26.  H.P. 

32. — 

da. — JNot  any.                                             tt-  x^. 

G.W. 

33. — The  sum  collected  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  in 
each  year  depends  on  the  expenditure,  which  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  decide.                         H.  P. 

34'. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  out  the 
Rates  according  to  the  latest  valuation  of  the 
property  assessable,  which  Rates  are  allowed  by 
two  Magistrates. 

34. — The  Overseers  decide.  H.P' 

35. — The  Vestry  includes  the  Churchwardens,  Over- 
seers, and  all  the  principal  Rate-pavers,  who  act 
jointly. 

35. — The  Oversers  decide  on  these  matters,  and  the 
Vestry  do  not  interfere.                     H.  P. 

• 

36, — Diminishing  rather  than  increasing.  Being  over- 
burthened  with  Poor  is  certainly  one  great 
cause. 

36.— 

37. — Diminishing.  They  are  worse  workmen  than 
formerly  ;  for  they  have  not  now  strength  suffi- 
cient to  perform  their  work  properly,  from  the 
want  of  a  nutritive  and  invigorating  beverage, 
which  the  removal  of  the  Tax  upon  Malt  would 
supply. 

37. — As  srood  as  formerly.                           H.  P. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Gloucester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BECKFORD. 


(3) 


Edmund  Callow  New,  Overseer, 
i  Martin,  1 
Isaac  Hemming.  ) 


John  Martin,     |  overseers.  33,34,  35. 


28.— 


29' — No  difference. 


30. — About  3«.  in  the  pound,  estimated  by  the  Com- 
missioners, but  I  cannot  exactly  say  when. 


31. — Tliere  is  very  little  difference. 


32. — Yes  ;  for  the  hamlets  of  Grafton  and  Bengrove. 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled. J.  M.    L  H. 


34. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled. J.M,  I.H. 


35. — All  decided  by  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  together. 

J.M,  I.H. 


36.— Diminishing  in  general. 


37. — Supposed  to  be  worse. 


BERKELEY  DIVISION. 

Henry  Wtiman  Newman, 

J.  P.,  &c. 


(3) 


28.— 


29.- 


30.— 


31. 


32.— 


33.— 


34.— 


35.— 


36. — Diminishing  certainly  ;  in  a  degree  owing  to  th 
increased  Poor's  Rates,  but  more  to  the  reductio 
of  the  circulating  medium,  which  threw  th 
Labourers  out  of  employ.  Nine  tenths  of  th 
farmers  are  poor. 


37. — Certainly  diminishing.    The  villainy  of  the  Pre" 
is  doing  mischief  every  where  and  putting  them 
above  their  work.    I  think  the  Labourers  are  not 
worse  workmen,  but  they  require  more  looking 
after,  and  are  very  regardless  of  character. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Gloucester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CLIFTON.  (1) 

C  O  W  L  E  Y.l  (3) 

/.  Lean,  Churchwarden.       J.  Poole,  Member  of  Vestry. 

J.  Coinmeline  junior,  Curate. 
.John  Rickelli  .33.  34.  35. 

28.— No.  J.L. 

28. — Apportioned  at  will. 

29.— No.                                       J.  P.  J.L. 

29.— None. 

30. — Is.  8d.  in  the  pound  on  the  rackrent.        J.  L. 

30. — Between  4s.  and  5s.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased  considerably;  not  less  than  .5^30  per 

week  during  the  Winter,  in  consequence  of  a  great  number  cf 
Merhjnics  and  Labourers  being  out  of  employment.            J.  L. 

31. — Increased. 

32.  Yes ;  very  good  effects,  in  the  more  judicious 

management   of  the   officers   of  the  parish 
generally.                                          J.  L. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestry. 

H.fV.N. 

The  Overseer,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  General 

Vestiy,  every  fortnight.                   JR.  T. 
Idem.                •                          J.  L. 

33. — The  Overseers,  subject  to  the  controul  of  the  Rate- 
payers in  Vestry  Meetings,  which  are  now  held  monthly,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  more  frequent  revision  of  the  parish  expenditure. 

J.  C. 

The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  parish  in  Vestry  Meeting 
as  often  as  is  required  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.    Due  notice  is 
always  given  in  tlie  Church  before  it  is  collected,  and  the  Rate 
signed  by  the  Magistrates  in  the  district.                    J.  R. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  who  amend 
the  Poor's  Rate  from  time  to  time,  if  occasion 
require  it.                                     H.  W.N. 

The  Overseer  apportions  the  Rate  according  to 
the  poundage  of  the  Rent.              R.  T. 

Idem.                                            J.  L. 

34. — It  is  adjusted  by  two  intelligent  neighbours  in  an 
adjoining  parish,  who  were  employed  to  value 
the  land  several  years  since.    No  material  alte- 
ration has  taken  place  in  it.                  J.  C. 

The  Poor's  Rates  are  made  from  an  original  Rate 
made  by  the  Commissioner  who  valued  the 
parish  about  seven  years  ago.               J.  R. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  both  interfere. 

H.W.N. 

The  Overseers  and  Vestry  ascertain  the  sums 
required,  and  then  make  out  a  list  of  all  the 
Rate-payers,  by  which  the  Overseer  is  authorized 
to  collect  the  levy.                         R.  T. 

Idem.                .               ^  J.L. 

35. — The  regular  expences  of  the  parish  are  adjusted 
in  Vestry  Meeting  ;  such  as  the  rent  of  cottages, 
weekly  payments  to  the  infirm  poor,  apothecary, 
Other  payments,  extraneous  and  occasional,  are 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Overseers,  still  how- 
ever subject  to  the  revision  of  Vestry,  Sums 
raised  in  year  ending  March  1833,  .^304.  1.  10. 

J,  C. 

All  the  Rate-payers  are  aware  that  it  is  a  legal  Rate 
and  legally  demanded,  therefore  nobody  inter- 
feres.                                           J.  R. 

36. — I  should  think  the  amount  of  capital  employed  in 
Agriculture  must  be  nearly  stationary  in  every 
neighbourhood,  except  where  the  land  is  quite 
neglected,  and  allowed  to  lie  waste,  which  is 
what  I  believe  can  hardly  be  found  in  England. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Poor  Laws  affect  Agri- 
culturists in  any  degree  equal  to  Manufacturers. 

J.  P. 

36. — Neither  in  any  considerable  degree. 

37 — All  willing  enough  to  work,  but  not  all  employed. 
They  are  better  workmen,  I  have  no  doubt. 

J.  P. 

37. — Not  diminishing,  nor  worse  workmen. 
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County  of  Gloucester — continued. 


A  N  S     E  R  S. 


DONINGTON. 


Joseph  Paine. 


(3) 


28.— 


29. — The  unmarried,  when  considered  as  Labourers, 
merely  without  reference  to  the  parish,  are 
younger,  and  obtain  most  wages  in  emergencies, 
as  Harvest,  &c. 


30.. 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Poor's  Rate  is  now  almost  exclusively  ma- 
naged by  the  principal  Occupier  as  Overseer ; 
when  the  fund  is  exhausted  he  raises  more,  by 
making  a  Rate  of  generally  Is.  in  the  pound 
Rent. 


34. — The  proportionate  amounts  of  each  have  been 
settled  many  years,  the  land  having  at  some 
remote  period  been  valued,  which  valuation  is 
the  criterion  by  which  it  is  rated. 


36. — There  has  seldom  been  a  Vestry  Meeting ;  the 
acting  Overseer  is  manager.  In  neighbouring 
parishes  of  larger  extent  they  have  Vestries. 


FROCESTER. 

jinonymous. 
W.  Joyiier,  33,  34,  35. 


(3) 


28.— No. 


29.— No. 


36.— We  do  not  observe  much  difference  in  this  respect, 
although  the  number  of  Agriculturists  decreases. 
Therefore  capital  changes  its  possessors,  and 
an  equal  amount  is  supplied  by  the  more 
fortunate. 


37. — There  is  but  little  difference  observable,  when  a 
sufficient  stimulus  operates,  but  there  is  an 
apathy  observable  when  difficulties  present, 
arising  from  the  consciousness  that  there  is  the 
certain  resource  of  Parochial  Relief. 


30. — From  3^.  to  5*.  in  the  pound  by  the  year  at 
rackrent. 


31. — Increased. 


32.— No. 


33. — A  Vestry  called  by  the  Overseer. 


W.J. 


34. — The  Parish  was  valued  by  two  persons  appointed 
by  the  Rate-payers  in  1817.  According  to  their 
valuation  the  Rate  is  still  made.  fV.  J. 


35.^The  Overseer  makes  a  Rate  according  to  the 
valuation  before  mentioned,  and  produces  it  at 
the  VesUT,  and  if  found  necessary  is  allowed. 

W.J. 


36. 


37. 
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ANSWERS. 


SAINT  GEORGE.  (3) 

IRON  ACTON.  (2) 

Charles  Lambert,  Pi'.  Emblm,  Dennis  Osborne, 

Overseers. 

28.— No. 

Daniel  Gihbs,  Mudgedown  Farm. 
jjtjT€(i  iuCKCiiy  ijOuge  r  drill. 

28.— 

Of)  \Ir» 

30. — 8s.  in  the  pound ;  estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the 
value. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

3L— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  An  Assistant  Overseer  :  great 
assistance  and  benefit  thereb}'. 

0£.  

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  fill  their  offices  by  the  Vestry — a 
select  one. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Guardians 
at  a  meeting,  but  the  power  is  vested  legally  in 
the  two  former. 

34. — The  Vestry. 

35. — The  whole  of  the  business  of  the  poor  is  managed 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers ;  the 
Vestry  interfere  no  further  than  to  appoint 
the  officers. 

35. — As  often  as  a  Rate  is   wanted  the  Overseers 
and  Churchwardens,  or  one  of  each,  sign  it 
previously  to  the  Magistrates  granting  it ;  but 
they  are  not  the  persons  to  decide  the  amount 
to  be  paid  by  each  person.   In  regard  to  that,  if 
any  one  thinks  himself  over-rated,  a  Vestry 
is  called,  and  a  committee  appointed,  who  gene- 
rally settle  it  satisfactorily. 

36. — Diminishing.  We  do  not  attribute  the  diminution 
to  any  cause  connected  with  tlie  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — We  think  rather  decreasing  of  late. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  diminishing, 
and  they  are  worse  workmen  than  they  formerly 
were. 

37. — We  consider  the  workmen  are  not  superior  to 
what  they  formerly  were. 

3 
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County  of  Gloucester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LEIGH-cuM-EVINGTON.  ^3J 

MANGERSBURY  Hamlet.  (3) 

John  Weston, 

Overseer. 

Tliomits  Durham, 

Overseer. 

28. — They  are  apportioned. 

28.— Na 

!<sy. — iNot  any  to  aoie  men. 

30. — From  Is.  6rf.  to  25.  in  the  pound. 

.30. — About  3s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Increased  last  year  Qd.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

33.— 

• 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Rate-payers, 
at  a  monthly  Vestry  holden  the  first  Wednesday 
in  the  month. 

34.— 

34. — The  aforesaid  Vestry,  by  a  Rate  of  6rf.  in  the 
pound,  levied  on  property  agreeably  to  a  general 
survey. 

35.— 

• 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  being  some 
of  the  principal  payers  to  the  Rate,  take  an 
equal  share  with  the  Vestry  in  deciding  all  the 
above  matters. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing,  but  in  a  very  small  degree  to  be 
attributed  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37.— 

37. — They  are  worse  workmen  than  they  formerly  were. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


ST.  PHILIP  AND  JACOB. 


Roh.  Lilly. 


(2) 


28.— 


29.— 


SC- 


SI.— 


.32.- 


33, — Tlie  Churchwarden  (who  is  an  Overseer  by  virtue 
of  his  office),  Overseers,  and  Guardians  of  tlie 
Poor,  being  13  in  number,  decide  the  amount  to 
be  raised  for  the  rehef  of  the  poor,  which  is  done 
by  a  half-yearly  Rate. 


S*. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is 
governed  by  the  rental  of  the  property  in  the 
parish  at  so  much  in  the  pound ;  and  the  valua- 
tion of  the  rental  is  presumed  to  be  equal,  having 
been  made  by  an  accredited  and  able  Surveyor. 


35. — The  Vestry  have  no  power  in  making  the  Rate. 
The  preamble  to  the  Rate  states  it  to  be  "  made 
by  the  Churchwarden,  Overseer,  and  Guardians 
of  the  Poor." 


.36. 


PRESTON. 


(3) 


James  Barton,  Overseer. 
Henry  Cripps,  Vicar  &  J.  P. 


28. — Apportioned  generally  according  to  the  extent  of 
occupation.  ,/,  7^. 


29.— No  difference. 
No  distinction. 


J.  B. 


30. — In  1831,  1,9.  Id. ;  rated  at  the  old  inclosure. 

J.  B. 


37. 


-The  number  of  idle  and  disorderly  men  who  seem 
desirous  to  avoid  working  at  all  appears  on  the 
increase,  especially  recently;  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  if  an  efficient  police  be  not  speedily  pro- 
vided for  Bristol  and  its  environs,  it  will  not  be 
a  place  either  of  peace  or  security. 


31. — Much  the  same. 


.7.  B. 


32.— No, 


J.  B. 


33. — Two  Overseers  are  yearly  appointed  at  a  Vestry, 
who  take  each  of  them  the  office  for  six  months ; 
these  are  allowed  to  make  what  Rate  they  find 
necessary,  on  or  about  Lady-day  and  Michael- 
mas, for  the  half  year  previous  to  the  collecting, 
for  the  sums  actually  expended.  H.  C. 


34. — The  Rates  are  collected  according  to  an  old  average 
survey  at  so  much  in  the  pound.  This  valuation 
is  under  the  present  Rack  Rent,  but  is  equally 
fair  for  all  landholders  in  the  parish.  H.C. 


35. — They  jointly  or  individually  decide  by  the  consent 
of  those  who  pay.  There  are  in  this  parish 
only  three  Landowners  ;  all  the  land  and  houses 
(except  those  occupied  by  agricultural  La- 
bourers) are  divided  into  ten  farms.      H.  C. 


36. — Increasing,    Causes  not  connected  with  the  Poor 
Laws.  H.  C. 


37. — They  are  thought  by  their  employers  to  be  woi-se. 
inasmuch  as  their  hours  are  not  so  punctuallv 
kept.  H.C.' 
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County  of  Gloucester  —  continued. 

 .   « 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT    RISSINGTON.  (3) 

LITTLE   RISSINGTON.  (3) 

• 

J.  F.  Baillie, 

Curate. 

It.  Wilbraham  Ford, 

Rector  &  J.  P. 

28. — Labourers  apportioned  according  to  the  Rent 
when  they  have  been  sent  round,  otherwise  they 
are  engaged  as  they  are  wanted. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — There  is  a  distinction ;  whereas  married  Men 
have  had  9s.,  unmarried  Men  have  got  from  7s. 
to  9s.    At  certain  times  of  the  year  more. 

29. — No  difference  here. 

30. — In  the  year  ending  Lady-day  they  were  2s.  4>d. 

on  two  thirds  of  the  real  Rent,  but  about  one  fourth  of  the  sum 
collected  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseers. 

30. — The  Poor's  Rate  is  raised  upon  an  old  valuation 

called  the  yard-land.    It  amounts  to  is.  td.  in  the  pound. 

3L — Diminished  from  ceasing  to  pay  Roundsmen,  and 

Women  being  made  to  earn  a  shilling  by  needle-work,  &c.  Ex- 
pended at  LadyDay  1831,  £355;  at  Lady  Day  1832,  £27y. 

31. — The  Rate  of  last  year  was  ^T'l  less  than  the  pre- 
ceding. 

32. — We  have  neither. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Overseers,  at  their  discretion,  once  or  twice 
a  year,  raise  what  sums  may  be  necessary  for  the 
Relief  of  the  poor. 

33. — The  amount  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor  is  ascer- 
tained by  the  Vestry  at  large,  instructed  by  the 
Overseers. 

34. — Every  Rate-payer  pays  in  proportion  of  two 
thirds  of  his  supposed  rental,  according  to  a 
valuation  made  in  1813  or  1814.  This  pro- 
portion is,  in  the  case  of  several  Rate-payers, 
three  fourths  or  four  fifths  of  their  actual  rent 
at  this  time. 

34. — The  Poor's  Rate  decides  this.    The  Rate  in  this 
parish  is  very  old  ;  no  one  can  pretend  to 
account  for  its  origin,  but  it  is  considered  fair. 

• 

35. — If  the  Rate -payers  had  reason  to  believe  the 
Overseers  were  abusing  the  discretion  with 
which  they  are  intrusted,  they  might  call  aVestry, 
and  restrict  them  to  the  raising  of  a  certain 
sum  only  at  any  time,  subject  to  the  decision  of 
the  Magistrate;  but  there  is  seldom  any  other 
Vestry  but  that  which  at  the  close  of  the  year 
examines  the  Overseers'  Accounts,  and  for  the 
most  part  pass  them. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry. 
• 

3.6  .r— 

36. — I  believe  agricultural  capital  is  rather  diminished 
in  this  country,  though  not  in  this  immediate 
parish  ;  but  the  Poor  Laws  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.    Bad  crops  and  unfavourable  seasons 
are  the  chief  causes. 

sr.— 

♦ 

37. — Good  Masters  make  good  Workmen.  Where 
fair  Wages  are  allowed,  the  men  work  cheer- 
fully. 

s 
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ANSWERS. 


WICK   RISSINGTON.  (3) 

RUDFORD.  (3) 

William  Uliss, 

Overseer. 

John  Matthews, 

28.— No. 

28.— Yes. 

• 

29_  

29. — No. 

30. — 2s.  3d.  on  an  average. 

30. — 6s.  9d.  upon  two  thirds  of  the  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased  about  .^39  compared  with  the  preceding 
year. 

31. — Diminished  a  little. 

32. — No. 

o^. —  i\o. 

33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33.— 

34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  agreeable  to  an 
equitable  valuation  of  the  property  of  each  Rate- 
payer. 

34.— 

35. — Vestries  are  annually  held  to  consider  the  state 
of  the  poor  and  their  application  for  relief; 
which  relief  is  carried  upon  a  Scale  sanctioned 
by  the  Magistrates. 

35.— 

• 

36.— 

36. — Rather  on  the  decrease,  owing  to  the  increase  of 
the  Poor's  Rate. 

• 

37.— 

37.— Better. 
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County  of  Gloucester  —  co?ilinued. 


ANSWERS. 


UPPER  SLAUGHTER.  (3) 

STROUD.  (1) 

F.  E.  M'itls, 

Rector  &  J.  P. 

Thomas  ShiU,  Overseer. 
H .  C-  Chambers,  Churchwarden,  33,  34,  35. 

y8.  —There  is  no  regulation  as  to  the  apportionment 
ot  Labourers  among  the  occupiers. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

30. — The  Rates  are  raised  according  to  an  ancient 

valuation.  £40  are  levied  at  once  in  various  proporticns  upon  the 
different  occupieis,  according  to  the  lauds  wliich  they  hold. 

30.— 

8L — The  Rates  were  less  during  the  last  year  compared 

with  the  preceding.  'The  average  amount  of  Poor's  Rate;  levied 
during  the  5  yeais  ending  at  Ladv-d,iv  i  Siz  was  £  1  t;6  hv  the  year. 

31  — 

32. — We  have  neither  a  Select  Vestry  nor  an  Assistant 
Overseer. 

 . — .  — 

o4. — 

:^3. — The  custom  in,  this  parish  is,  that  the  Overseers 
shall  raise  40  by  a  Rate  on  the  occupiers,  and 
when  that  is  expended  another  levy  of"  the  same 
sum  is  made. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestrv  assembled.                           T.  S. 

jv.  a  c. 

34. — The  Rates  are  apportioned  according  to  an  ancient 
valuation. 

• 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  by  making  an 
equal  Rate  through  the  parish.             7'.  S. 

w.  c.  a 

35. — The  Vestry  sanctions  the  Overseers  in  levying 
the  customary  Rate. 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  by  the  Parish  Officers  and 
Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled.         7'.  5. 

W.  C.  C. 

3fi,— 

36. — Stroud  is  a  Manufacturing  Parish,  I  can  there- 
fore give  no  correct  opinion  on  this  subject.  As 
far  however  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  Agricul- 
tural Capital  has  decreased  in  consequence  of 
the  increase  of  Pour's  Rates,  which  have  ad- 
vanced by  reason  of  numbers  having  been 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  improvements 
in  machinery. 

37.— 

37. — The  industry  of  this  parish  has  certainly  not  de- 
clined.   The  wages  being  lower  than  formerly, 
the  Labourer  is  compelled  to  work  a  greater 
number  of  hours  to  support  his  family;  and 
they  are  quite  as  good  or  even  better  workmen, 
since  there  is  a  greater  competition  among 
them  for  employment. 
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ANSWERS. 

TEMPLE  GUYTING.  (3) 

TEWKESBURY.  (3) 

George  Talbot, 

J.  P. 

Samuel  Rickeits, 

Clerk  to  the  Directors  of  the  Poor. 

28. — The  occupiers  generally  employ  according  to  their 
farms. 

28.— No. 

i 

30. — About  2s.  in  the  pound. 

j  80. — 40  per  cent,  is  deducted  from  the  Rack  Rent  of 

j                  houses  and  ao  for  land.    We  have  6  rates  in  the  year,  making* 
1                  about  ■^s.  8(/.  on  the  rack  rent  of  houses,  and  4s.  gd.  on  land. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

!  3L — They  have  neither  increased  or  diminished  during 

the  last  year  compared  with  the  preceding.    Indeed  they  have 
1                   been  the  same  for  several  yearfi. 

.3  c.  iSO, 

32. — No,    Our  parish  affairs  are  managed  by  nine 
Directors  of  the  Poor,  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment.   Three  go  out  of  olfice  in  rotation  every  vear. 

33. — The  Landholders  assembled  in  Vestry. 

33, — The  Directors  of  the  Poor  incorporated  by  Act 
of  Parliament  decide  how  much  money  shall 
be  I'aised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

34-.- — It  is  decided  according  to  a  valuation  made  at  the 
inclosure  of  the  parish. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  generally  guided  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Directors  of  the  Poor  decide  concerning  the 
levies  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

36, — Diminishing  from  many  causes. 

36. — I  cannot  give  any  opinion  on  this  subject,  ours 
not  being  an  agricultural  parish. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  less  industrious  than  formerly. 

37. — The  Labourers  and  Mechanics  in  this  neighbour- 
hood are  supposed  to  have  become  much  less 
industrious  since  the  establishment  of  the  retail 
beer  shops. 
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ANSWERS. 

TODENHAM. 

(2) 

Gilhert  Mulcolin,  Rector. 
R.  C.  Lumhert,  Churcliwarden, 

28.- 

 The  Labourers  are  apportioned  according  to  the  acreage  rent. 

B.  C.  L. 

29.- 

—None,  except  in  two  or  three  cases,  for  about  six  weeks  in  Winter,  Wages  are 
the  unmarried. 

about  one  third  less  to 
G.  M. 

30. 

—25.  9</.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

U.  C.  L. 

31. 

— Very  trifling  difference. 

B.  C.  L. 

32.- 

—Yes ;  and  has  fully  answered. 

B.  C.  L. 

33. — The  affairs  of  the  parish  relating  to  the  poor  are  managed  by  a  Select  Vestry,  who  give  their  orders  to 
an  Assistant  Overseer.  "When  money  is  wanting  the  Assistant  Overseer  collects  a  Rate,  by  their  order, 
which  Rate  is  fairly  assessed  on  the  occupiers  of  land,  houses,  &c.  B.  C,  L. 


34.— 


3a.— 


36. — Diminishing;  not  owing  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  a  succession  of  three  wet  season.s, 
causing  a  most  unexampled  loss  of  sheep,  and  a  very  great  failure  in  the  crops  of  corn.  The  Farmers 
too  have  greater  difficulty  in  getting  credit  from  the  country  banks.  G.  M, 


37. — They  are  neither  so  industrious  nor  so  able  as  formerly.  The  causes  of  this  are,  first,  the  want  of  early 
discipline  and  control  of  the  domestic  servant;  second,  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  under 
which  tlie  Labourer  grows  up  without  attachment  to  his  employer,  and  in  many  cases  in  a  state  of 
continual  irritation.  Industry  too  and  exertion  are  discouraged  by  the  indiscriminate  mode  of  adminis- 
tering relief.  G.  M. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


TWINING.  (3) 


Charles  Fluck, ")  „ 

Peter  Dee,    '}  Overseers. 


28.— 


29.  Not  any  in  oui-  parish ;  but  we  always  give  the  preference  to  able-bodied  married  men,  to  keep  them  off 

the  parish. 


30,- 


31.— 


32.— 


33.  By  a  Vestry  Meeting  held  the  first  Tuesday  in  each  month  the  Poor's  Accounts  are  examined,  and  a  Rate 

granted  after  the  rate  of  sixpence  in  the  pound,  to  serve  until  it  is  expended.  Which  Rate  is  signed 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  others,  and  afterwards  allowed  by  the  Magistrates  acting  for  the  hundred  to 
which  Twining  belongs. 


34. — A  copy  is  made  out  from  a  Rate  which  was  made  by  a  Land  Surveyor,  and  consented  to  by  the  whole  of 
the  parish,  which  Rate  they  all  abide  by. 


35. — When  a  Rate  has  been  made  out  under  the  provision  stated  in  Answer  33,  the  Churchwardens  sign  it 
and  the  Magistrates  successively ;  the  Overseers  then  receive  it,  collect  the  money,  and  disburse  it,  sub- 
ject to  the  inspection  of  the  Vestry. 


36. — The  stock  is  well  kept  up  in  general,  but  the  Farmers  are  much  in  debt,  and  have  been  indifferently  off  for 
some  years.    The  Poor's  Rate  is  a  ruinous  tax  to  the  Farmer. 


37. — Our  Labourers  are  in  general  men  of  good  character,  but  sometimes  break  out  and  misconduct  themselves. 
We  think  their  ability  is  increased,  but  their  industry  is  certainly  less  than  it  used  to  be.  Great  encourage- 
ment is  afforded  to  tippling  and  idleness  by  the  Beer  Shops,  which,  though  less  in  number  than  they  have 
been,  are  still  a  great  nuisance,  and  productive  of  incalculable  mischief.  Formerly  the  people  used  to  be 
the  best  conducted  in  those  parishes  that  contained  no  Public  Houses.  There  are  now  Beer  Shops  every 
where.  We  also  think  that  the  absurd  appeals  which  have  been  made  to  the  passions  of  the  people  for 
the  last  few  years,  through  the  Press  and  otherwise,  have  somewhat  unsettled  the  Working  Classes. 
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County  of  Gloucester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


T  H  O  R  N  B  U  R  Y.  (3) 

\V  O  O  D  C  H  E  S  T  E  R.  (3) 

Assislant  Overseer. 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28.— 

29.— No. 

29. — None  in  the  factories  ;  but  the  few  Farmers  in  tlie 
parish  do  make  a  difference. 

30. — From  3s.  to  4s. 

30. — On  the  average  5s.  in  the  pound  for  the  last  three 

years;  formerly  not  more  than  3j.  6d.    The  estimate  by  parish 

'Avvey. 

31. — Neither. 

31. — A  little  increased  the  last  2  years. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select  Vestry. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestry. 

33. — Whenever  money  is  wanted  in  this  parish  a 
Parish  Meeting  is  called  in  the  Church  on  the 
previous  Sunday  ;  and  all  the  Rates  are  allowed 
and  ordered  by  the  said  Parish  or  Vestry  Meet- 
ing, and  then  signed  by  two  Justices,  before 
they  are  collected. 

34.— About  ten  years  ago  the  parish  was  measured  and 
valued,  and  by  that  valuation  the  Rate-payers 
are  charged  by  the  Parish  Officers.  The  valua- 
tion may  be  seen  at  any  time  by  the  Rate- 
payers. 

34. — The  entire  parish  has  been  surveyed  and  assessed 
by  five  competent  gentlemen,  and  a  standing 
ratio  made  upon  every  species  of  property  in  the 
parish,  which  has  given  universal  satisfaction, 
and  no  appeal  or  complaint  has  ever  been  made 
against  it,  and  the  Rates  are  always  collected 
accordingly. 

35. — If  any  dispute  arise  between  the  Rate-payer  and 
Collector,  the  committee,  whicli  is  annually 
chosen  by  the  Vestry,  is  informed  of  the  same, 
and  the  case  is  referred   to  the  Magistrates, 
whose  decision  is  final. 

35. — The  Vestry  or  Parish  Meeting  invariably  orders 
the  amount  of  stated  relief,  and  the  Acting 
Overseer  (another  is  always  appointed,  but  does 
not  materially  interfere  with  the  Acting  Over- 
seer) always  conforms  thereto.  But  all  casual 
relief  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  said  officer, 
who  makes  his  report  to  every  Parish  or  Vestry 
Meeting. 

36. — Not  increasing.    Causes,  taxes,  tithes,  and  rent 
still  the  same,  and  produce  of  less  value. 

36. — It  is  stationary,  there  being  but  few  farms  in  this 
parish,  and  those  well  cultivated. 

37. — No  alteration  in  the  steady  industrious  Labourer. 

• 

37. — They  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  manufactories, 
and  are  considered  efficient  workmen ;  but  whe- 
ther they  are  more  industrious  than  formerly  I 
cannot  say. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Gloucesteii  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  E  L  F  O  R  D.  (3) 

William  Welch,  Assistant  Overseer. 
George  Harris,  33,  34,  SS. 


28.— 


29.— None. 


30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound. 


31. — Neither  increased  nor  diminished. 


32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  no  Select  Vestry. 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry,  but  in  general  it  rests  with  the  Overseers  and  their  Assistant,  and  that  in  the 
following  manner  :  when  about  two  thirds  of  the  cash  in  hand  is  expended,  a  notice  is  given  in  the  church 
on  a  Sunday,  that  a  Vestry  Meeting  will  be  held  the  following  Wednesday  to  make  a  Rate ;  this  Meet- 
ing is  seldom  attended  by  more  than  two  or  three  inhabitants,  who  are  satisfied  generally  with  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Overseers. 


34. — The  Rate  is  raised  upon  the  rental  of  all  property  in  the  parish  ;  that  is,  upon  half  the  actual  rent  of  land, 
and  one  third  of  the  rent  of  other  property.  If  any  persons  find  themselves  aggrieved  they  appeal  to 
the  Vestry.  Our  year's  expenditure  ending  last  March  was  5,413.  2.  (including  ^681.  19.  for  County 
Rate). 


35. — The  Vestry  meet  one  day  in  every  fortnight,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Overseers  examine  the  poor, 
and  direct  how  much  Relief  shall  be  given  to  each  individual.  The  Vestry  Clerk  attends,  and  registers 
the  proceedings  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 


36.  —  It  is  difficult  to  answer  this  question  in  a  general  way,  as  it  depends  upon  the  time  the  capital  was 
invested,  &c.  &c. 


3*7. — Better.  Finding  they  cannot  throw  themselves  upon  the  parish  without  going  into  the  Poorhouse,  they 
look  out  for  confidential  situations  or  piece-work,  whereby  to  support  themselves  and  families  by  their 
own  industry. 
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County  of  Gloucester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WESTBURY  UPON  TRYM. 


George  IVebh  Hall,  Visitor.  (2) 
E.  Allies,  Guardian^  33,  34,  35.     John  Taylor,  Guardian,  &  Joseph  Davis,  Visitor.  (3) 


28.— No.  J'  D.    J.  T.  ^  G.  W.  H. 


29.. 

-No. 

J.  D.  §•  J.  T. 

No  such  injustice. 

G.  W.  H. 

30.- 

— 4s.  &d.  in  the  pound  on  a  renta],  as  compared  with  the  Rack  Rent,  of  about  two 
three  eighths  on  land. 

eighths  on  houses  and 
J.  D.     J.  T. 

31.. 

— Increased. 
Stationary. 

J.  D.  Sf  J.  T. 
G.  W.  H. 

32.- 

— No.    The  Parish  is  incorporated  under  22  G.  iii. 

And  constant  attendance  is  given  weekly  with  an  unquestionably  good  effect. 

J.  D.    J.  r. 

G.  W.  H. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  generally  assembled  in  Vastry,  and  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose  of  making  each 
Rate ;  but  very  few  besides  the  Visitor  and  Guardians  attend  on  this  occasion.  The  money  must  be 
granted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  scale  of  expenditure :  opposition  to  it  from  any  quarter  would  be 
useless.  G.  W.  H. 

J.  T.      Edwin  Allies,  Guardians. 


34. — A  recent  survey  in  1B25  by  an  intelligent  Surveyor  determines  the  amount  payable  by  each  Rate-payer. 
Any  new  property  is  assessed  by  the  Vestry  according  to  tliis  scale.  In  case  of  difficulty  or  objection 
the  Surveyor's  opinion  is  again  taken.  G.  W.  H. 

J.  T.  8f  Edwin  Allies,  Guardians. 


35. — This  Parish  being  incorporated  under  22  G.  iii.,  the  Overseers  have  no  other  authority  than  Rate-payers 
generally ;  they  make  the  Rates  caily  according  to  the  survey.  The  real  business  of  the  parish  is  per- 
formed by  the  Visitor  and  Guardians,  who  are  individuals  selected  able  and  willing  to  attend  to  the 
important  duty.  G.  W.  H. 

J.  T.      Edwin  Allies,  Guardians. 


36. — Diminishing,  but  not  owing,  as  it  is  apprehended,  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

J.D.  §•  J.  T. 

Diminished  certainly,  and  still  diminishing,  but  not  here  from  that  cause.  G.  W.  H. 


37. — W^orse  workmen,  I  fear,  than  formerly  ;  partly  attributable  to  the  Beer  Shops.  J.  D.      J.  T. 

The  Labourers  here  are  quite  disposed  to  be  industrious.    They  have  not  forgotten  how  to  labour  with 
effect,  and  would  still  be  immediately  sensible  to  the  stimulus  of  hope  or  the  prospect  of  reward. 

G.W.H. 
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County  of  H  EREFORD— co»/i«wed 


ANSWERS. 


ALMELEY.  (3) 

•    BISHOP'S  FROM  E.  (3) 

John  Eastlwpe. 

T'Vj  I / in  HI    7-^/tTvnn  v  ! T/iTii/iTi    V  I  r*n  r 

rr  tl  LltiiH,    I  ij  1  o\J          L  Hf jJ  l/^f  ft  -y     VII..  (I  I* 

J.  T.  Ockeij,  Parish  Clerk. 

28. — Beyond  a  doubt :  tlie  extent  of  occupation,  and 
the  number  of  acres  and  horses,  regulate  the 
number  of  labourers  employed. 

28. — There  is  no  apportionment  of  any  sort. 

29. — If  capable  of  doing  the  same  work,  no  difference  is 
made  in  their  wages. 

29.— None. 

30. — 3s.  6d.  upon  rack  rent. 

30. — The  Rates  are  about  2s.  Gd.  in  the  pound  upon 

the  rental ;  the  Rate  by  which  tlie  money  is  collected  is  about 
half  the  Rent. 

3 1 . — No  material  difference. 

31. — A  very  trifling  increase. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — Neither. 

33.— 

33. — The  Rate-payers  of  the  parish  in  Vestry  assembled. 

ITie  usual  plan  is.  to  allow  the  Parish  Officer  to  collect  a  Rate 
of  \s.  in  the  pound,  (on  an  assessment  made  by  a  Surveyor,  and 
afterwards  approved  of  by  the  Magistrates,)  and  a$  sooti  as  the 
whole  nf  that  monetj  is  expended  the  Overseers  bring  their  ac- 
counts before  a  Parish  Meeting,  and  request  a  second  or  a  fourth 
Rate,  as  it  may  be,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  surplus  is 
handed  over  to  the  new  Overseer. 

34.— 

34. — About  10  years  since  complaint  being  made  in  a 
Vestry  Meeting  of  the  unequal  Assessments,  it 
was  agreed  to  have  a  new  Valuation  at  what  was 
esteemed  half  tlie  value  of  the  land,  according 
to  the  state  of  cultivation  it  was  then  in. 

35.— 

35. — The  authority  of  the  Overseers  is  dependent  on 
the  decisions  of  tlie  Parish  or  Vestry  Meetings,  which 
usually  take  place  every  six  weeks.  Any  new  appli- 
cations for  relief  are  made  to  the  Overseers,  and  what 
they  think  right  is  always  allowed  until  the  next 
ineeliug,  at  which  the  cases  are  generally  discussed. 
In  no  other  way  have  Overseers  more  power  than  other 
Rate-payers.  Being  constantly  resident  amongst  niy 
parishioners,  and  known  to  attend  to  their  wants,  and 
also  being  mostly  at  the  Parish  Meeting,  any  complaints 
for  relief  made  to  the  Magistrates  they  are  in  the  habit 
of  referring  to  me  as  best  acquainted  with  the  cases, 
but  such  complaints  are  now  rare. 

36. — The  same  as  usual. 

^  36.— 

37. — Industry  the  same;  some  good  and  some  bad 
workmen. 

37.— 
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County  of  Hereford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  RID  STOW.          .  (1) 

B  R  1  N  S  0  P.  (3) 

Love  Robertson, 

Vicar. 

Thomas  Hutchinson. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — None  that  I  am  aAvare  of. 

29.— No. 

30.— 

30. — About  2s.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent. 

31.— 

31 . — Scarcely  any  variation  since  I  came  into  the  parish, 
which  is  eight  years  ago. 

32.— 

32.— 

33. — Monthly  Meethigs  regularly  called  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  accounts,  upon  application  of  the  Assist- 
ant Overseer,  who  collects. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

34. — The  rate  in  the  first  instance  was  made  by  a  re- 
gular surveyor,  and  agreed  upon  by  the  parish 
in  Vestry  assembled,  being  altered  occasionally 
according  to  circumstances,  as  the  occupiers 
change,  and  variations  are  required. 

34. — The  Overseers. 

• 

35, — The  Overseers  generally  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Vestry  and  act  upon  it,  or,  if  needful,  consult 
the  Magistrates  at  Petty  Sessions. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry ;  the  principal  rate- 
payers consist  of  only  three  farmers  and  a  few 
cottagers,  the  parish  being  very  small. 

36. — Decidedly  diminishing  since  the  peace;  but  I  do 
not  attribute  that  diminution  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  poor  laws  in  particular. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing :  I  have  no  doubt  but  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  has  had  its 
effect. 

37. — Industry  decreased ;  many  of  the  labourers  are 
careless  and  indifferent. 

37. — Diminishing ;  labourers  worse  workmen  from  that 
very  cause. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  209  c 


County  of  Hereford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  R  E  D  E  N  H  I  L  L.  (3) 

CUSOP  AND  CLIFFORD.  (3) 

Joseph  Stephens, 

Overseer. 

W.  Boulthec,  now  of  Birmingham,  a  few  years  ago  of  Clifford 
and  Lusop. 

28. — No. 

28.— 

29. — None. 

30. — About  1«.  IQd.  in  the  pound. 

30.— 

31. — Increased  a  little,  in  consequence  of  some  aged 

Paupers  having  become  so  infirm  as  to  require  additional  at- 
tendance. 

31.— 

32. — Neither. 

62. — 

33. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseer,  and  principal  pay- 
masters in  the  Parish. 

33.— 

34. — The  Parish  was  surveyed  in  1801,  and  an  assess- 
ment made  by  the  surveyor  of  about  S^d  per 
acre ;  and  of  these,  on  an  average,  six  Rates  are 
required  in  each  year,  being  an  increase  of  one 
third  within  the  last  nine  years. 

34..— 

• 

35. — The  Overseer  and  Churchwarden  decide  upon  all 
these  matters,  there  being  only  one  farmer  more 
in  the  Parish,  who  is  always  acting  as  Sidesman 
to  the  Churchwarden  and  Assistant  Overseer. 
No  Select  Vestry  held  here. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  Poor  Laws 
being  improperly  administered,  and  by  Rents 
and  Tithes  being  too  high  in  proportion  to  the 
price  of  produce. 

36. — I  have  no  doubt  it  is  diminishing  very  fast,  and 
is  in  many  cases  quite  gone.    I  should  not  attri- 
bute it  to  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the  Corn  Laws. 

37. — Their  industry  is  about  the  same  as  formerly  ; 
but  they  do  not  practise  so  much  as  before  diey 
all  came  under  the  denomination  of  Paupers 
by  having  their  rents  paid  and  other  assistance. 

37.— 
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County  of  Heretord— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EARD  ISLAND.  (1) 

H  O  L  M  E  R.  (3) 

J.  R.  Smythies,  an  extensive  Occupier  of  Land  in  the  County 
for  30  years. 

Edv>ard  Haines,  Assistant  Overseer,  and 
Thomas  Cranston. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29,  None,  unless  they  are  upon  the  Parish,  wliich  is 

never  the  case,  except  with  bad  characters  or 
infirm  persons. 

av. — iNone. 

30.— 

30. — 45.  in  the  Pound  on  the  rack  rent. 

31.— 

31. — Increased;  in  1831  the  Rates  were  .^660,  in 
1832  ii^'740. 

32.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers,  Inhabitants,  and  Landholders,  a 
a  Vestry  Meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose. 

S4.— 

34. — Each  pays  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  land, 
houses,  &c.  that  they  occupy. 

35.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Inhabitants,  and  Overseers 

nttpndino'  mirn  Vestrv  lYTpptincr.  nnd  finflin(r  if 

necessary  that  such  new  Rate  should  be  made, 
agree  thereto,  and  sign  an  Order  to  that  effect 
in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  which  Rate 
is  afterwards  allowed  by  two  Magistrates. 

36. — Very  much  diminished,  occasioned  by  the  heavy 
outgoings  and  the  low  price  of  agricultural  produce, 
caused  by  the  enormous  importations  of  foreign 
corn  at  a  nominal  duty,  and  from  Ireland  without 
any,  the  Irish  farmer  being  enabled  to  undersell 
the  English  farmer  from  the  low  price  of  labour, 
having  no  Poor  Rate.  I  do  not  think  that  any  alte- 
ration in  the  Poor  Laws  can  save  the  English  farmer 
from  ruin  so  long  as  this  unequal  competition  re- 
mains. 

36. — No  doubt  diminished ;  the  amount  of  the  Poor's 
Rates  we  think  one  of  the  causes  of  such  de- 
crease. 

37. — I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  our  Labourers 

arc  much  worse  than  they  were  40  years  ago.  I  can  get  no  job 
done  that  requires  skill,  such  as  making  a  hedge,  &c.  except 
by  old  men.  I  conceive  this  to  have  arisen  in  a  great  degree 
from  the  recklessness  produced  by  the  consideration  that  the  best 
workmen  could  not  cam  a  comfortable  subsistence.  Our  pro- 
duce in  this  neighbourhood  is  so  depressed  by  Irish  importa- 
tions that  the  farmers  cannot  afford  to  give  such  wages  as  will 
support  a  family  in  any  comfort.  Wheat  here  at  this  time  is  not 
worth  so  much  as  it  is  in  London  by  \6s.  a  Quarter. 

37, — Without  question  much  worse  workmen  than  for- 
merly. 

Answei-s  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Hereford — conliniicd. 


ANSWERS. 


HOPE  UNDER  DINMORE.  (3) 

LANGARRAN.  (3) 

John  Bennett, 

Overseer. 

Anonymous. 

28. — No  apportionment. 

28. — Not  apportioned,  that  we  are  aware  of. 

29. — No  distinction,  if  able-bodied. 

29. — No  distinction  to  able-bodied  men. 

30. — 2*.  6(/.  in  the  pound,  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 2*.  Gd.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Not  altered  for  some  years. 

31. — Neither  increased  nor  diminished. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — We  have :  the  effect  has  been  a  very  considerable 
diminution  of  the  Parish  Rates. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  decides  as  to  the  rating  of  the 
parish,  each  rate  being  allowed  by  the  Magis- 
trates. 

33.— 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry. 

34.— 

35. — The  Vestry  (on  a  statement  made  by  the  Over- 
seers) order  the  rates.    The  Vestry  Clerk  pre- 
pares them  from  the  Valuation-book ;  they  a.'-e 
then  allowed  by  the  Magistrates,  and  given  to 
the  Overseer  to  collect  the  amount. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  from  any  cause  connected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing. 

37. — Same  as  for  years  past. 

37. — Diminishing. 

P.  L.  (e.)— Part  HI.                                  q  o 
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County  of  HEUF-TORJi—cojitinued. 


ANSWERS. 


 —  ■  ^  —  

LEDBURY.  (3) 

^                     f  .  .  —  , 

Out- Parish  of  L  E  0  M  I  N  S  T  E  R.  (3j 

Charles  Share, 

Vestry  Clerk  &  Acting  Overseer. 

Thomas  Edwards. 

Churchwarden. 

28. — None. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  sort  takes  place  here. 

29 —No  difference  in  wages,  but  a  preference  given  to 
married  men  with  families,  for  the  obvious  rea- 
son, to  keep  them  off  the  parish. 

29. — None. 

30.— About  3s.  Rack  Rent,  3s.  6d  at  the  estimate. 

30. — 3s.  m  the  pound  on  a  valuation  ot  two  thirds. 

3 J. —Increased  in  the  last  year,  but  likely  to  diminish 

in  future  in  consequence  of  Labour  being  provided  for  those 
out  of  employ. 

3 1 . — Nearly  the  same  for  several  years. 

32.  No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  which 

has  a  good  effect. 

32. — We  have.  The  expenditure  in  the  year  preceding 

count,  was  j£2,l  58.  2.  10.,  whilst  the  expenditure  in  1823,  when 
the  Act  was  brought  into  fiill  operation,  was  £653.  0.  6. 

33.— In  our  parish  we  call  a  Vestry  Meeting  of  the 
Rate-payers  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month, 
and  oftener  if  necessary,  at  which  meeting  the 
Rate-payers  agree  to  grant  a  Rate,  a  Sixpenny 
Rate,  about  once  in  two  montlis. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  conjointly. 

34. — The  Overseers  charge  such  Rate-payer  according 
to  a  valuation  made  last  year. 

34. — The  general  plan  has  been,  when  a  part  of  the 
Parish  considers  the  Rate  unequal,  to  call  a  Meeting 
of  the  whole  Parish,  who  choose  a  regular  surveyor 
to  make  a  new  Rate.    This  plan  was  once  departed 
from  a  few  years  back  ;  to  save  expense  the  Meeting 
chose  a  Committee  of  the  Parishioners  to  correct  the 
Rate,  but  this  did  not  give  general  satisfaction,  and 
the  old  plan  was  recurred  to. 

35.— 

35. — All  matters  relating  to  the  management  of  the 
Poor  are  decided  by  the  Overseers  and  Vestry 

ir^intlv    Kill"  thp  wholp  nl/iTi  of  rntinor  ic  nt  thp 

discretion  of  the  Parishioners  generally. 

36. — It  is  exceedingly  diminished,  and  I  attribute  the 
diminution  chiefly  to  the  Non-reduction  of  Rent 
and  Taxes ;  when  I  say  taxes,  I  include  Poor 
and  Road  Rates,  which  has  not  taken  place  in 
proportion  to  the  altered  value  of  produce. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  very  small ;  and  in  many  instances, 
reduced  to  nothing.    I  do  not  think  it  has  de- 
creased  ror  the  last  18  months;  consequently  I 
will  say  we  are  now  stationary.    The  Poor  Laws 
cannot  have  much  effect,  if  any. 

37. — Industry  diminished,  and  the  Labourers  much 
worse  workmen  than  they  formerly  were. 

37. — I  suppose  them  to  be  nearly  as  industrious  as  for- 
merly, but  not  better  workmen  certainly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Hereford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  Y  O  N  S  H  A  L  L.  (3) 

S  H  0  B  D  O  N.  (3) 

W.  E.  Dry, 

Vestry  Clerk. 

28. — Generally  one  to  every  25  acres. 

Thomas  Caldccourlt, 

Overseer.  , 

28. — Not  any. 

4\). — JNone. 

• 

30. — 6«.  8c?.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  of  the 
real  value. 

30. — About  two  thirds  of  Rack  Rent  by  a  valuation. 

3 1 . — Stationary. 

3 1 . — Rather  increased . 

32. — Select  Vestry.    No  Assistant.    Good  effects. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry.    No  Assistant  Overseer.  An 
advantage  having  the  Select  Vestry. 

33. — It  is  decided  by  a  Select  Vestry,  which  meets  every 
14  days. 

33. — It  is  decided  by  a  General  Meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Parish,  who  assemble  in  Vestry  every 
fortnight,  or  oftener,  if  occasion  require. 

34. — There  has  been  a  valuation  within  the  last  ten 
years  by  a  regular  Surveyor,  which  gives  general 
satisfaction. 

34.— 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  the  Select  Vestry  take 

riart   finn  tnpir  nrnrppn ino**:  civp  crpnpral  ^ati^- 

faction  to  all  parties. 

35. — The  Ovei-seers  and  Churchwardens  attend  Vestry 
Meetings,  at  which  all  parochial  business  is  dis- 
cussed and  arranged  by  the  whole  of  the  Parish- 
ioners who  are  Rate-payers. 

36. — Decreasing ;  but  the  decrease  not  to  be  attributed 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing.    Not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— Little  variation. 

37. — Worse  workmen. 

P,L.  (b.)— Part  III.  qq  2 
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County  of  Hereford — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


P  E  M  B  R  I  D  G  E. 

Maurice  James,  Rector. 
Edward  Davies  and  William  Moore,  Overseers. 


28. — They  are  not  so  apportioned. 


29. — No  difference  is  made. 


30.  — Since  1825  our  Rates  have  never  been  less  than  As.  6d.,  the  last  two  years  they  have  been  6s.  in  the  pound, 

estimated  upon  about  two  thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent. 

31.  — They  may  be  said  to  have  increased  during  the  last  year,  compared  with  the  preceding. 

32.  — V/e  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  effect  has  been  that  the  business  has  been  more 

accurately  and  satisfactorily  done  to  all  parties. 

33.  — The  Rate  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  is  levied  according  to  a  parochial  survey  taken  in  1802.    As  money  is 

wanted,  a  new  Rate  is  granted  and  levied,  on  the  representation  of  the  Assistant  Overseer  to  the  Vestry 
that  it  is  needed.  M.  J. 


34. — The  apportionment  is  made  according  to  the  survey  already  referred  to.  In  case  of  any  difficulty  occurring 
or  complaint  being  made,  the  Parish  Officers  and  Select  Vestry  (which  in  fact  is  much  the  same  thing 
with  us  as  an  open  vestry)  take  counsel  together,  and  decide  upon  the  subject.  M.  J. 


35. — It  would  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  discriminate  tlie  parts  taken  respectively  by  the  Parish  Officers  and 
Vestry,  except  perhaps  that  the  executive  devolves  more  particularly  upon  the  Officers.  M.  J. 


36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  has,  we  believe,  diminished  ;  which  diminution  is  attributed,  not  to  any 
thing  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws  in  particular,  but  to  taxation  generally. 


37.~Generally  speaking,  our  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  worse  workmen  than  they  formerly  were. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  21.5c 

County  of  Hereford — conlinued. 
ANSWERS. 

Vv  A  L  F  O  R  D.               •  (3) 

WEOBLY.  (3) 

Kings  mill  Evans,,].  P. 
hdwaia  H.  tjuvnnall  Jisuourt,  Vicar.  j3,  Jo 

John  Whiting, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

  ,.       ■-     £  :    ,  

28.— No. 

!   99  Nonr 

! 

30.— 

30. —  IO5.  in  the  pound ;  rated  at  about  one  fburth  of 
the  Rental. 

oi . — 

3L — About  the  same. 

32. — 

od. — JLiotli. 

33.— The  Overseer.                             B.  H.  B.  E. 

33. — The  Overseers  and    Inhabitants  at   a  Parish 
Meeting. 

34-. — It  is  decided  according  to  a  certain  fixed  Rate, 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  Farmers,  is  at  pre- 
sent just  the  amount  of  their  Rents.   The  shop- 
keeper, the  publican,  two  other  persons,  and 
myself,  who  are  the  only  other  persons  who  pay 
Rates,  are  rated  at  a  nominal  sum  which  is  below 
the  real  value  of  our  property.       E.  H.  B.  E. 

34. — Rate  made  by  the  Terrier  of  the  Parish;  the 
Terrier  made  by  a  regular  Surveyor. 

35. — The  Vestry  takes  no  part  in  these  matters,  except 
when  the  Overseer's  accounts  are  passed,  when 
they  approve  or  disapprove  of  what  he  has  done ; 
but  during  the  two  years  that  I  have  been  here 
no  act  of  his  has  been  disapproved  of. 

E.  H.  B.  E. 

35. — The  Overseer  calls  the  Meeting,  and  the  Inha- 
bitants decide  oh  all  matters  concerning  relief. 

36. — The  Poor  Rates  deteriorate  the  Landed  Interest. 

36.— 

37. — They  are  worse. 

37. — About  the  same. 

• 

P.  L.  (15.)— Paut.  in. 
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County  of  Hereford  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SAINT  WEONARPS.  (3) 

WHITCHURCH.  (3) 

Anonymous. 

IVilliavi  Miller, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

28.— No. 

yy,— Irieife  is  no  uit>uuv/iit>n  induc. 

29. — None. 

30. — Sixpence  in  the  Pound. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound  at  half  the  Rack  Rent. 

31.— Increased  one  seventh  ;  that  is,  six  Books  or  Rates 

were  usually  sufficient,  but  the  last  year  there  were  seven. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — JNo  oelect  vestry. 

 "^rk   Siplppt  Vp^trv "   an    A<;Qi<il"nnfr  Ovpr^pr  '  no 

effect. 

33.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  In- 
habitants in  Vestry. 

35.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  take  part  in 
deciding  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

36— 

36. — Certainly  not  increasing,  and  I  should  attribute 
it  in  some  measure  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

• 

37. — Much  as  usual;  the  farmers  say  they  are  better 
and  steadier  workmen  when  they  get  married. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  HERTFORD— cow^mt^^/. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MICHAEL  in  ST.  ALBANS.  (1) 

ST.  PETER  IN  ST.  ALBANS.  (1) 

J.  Biddle,  Churchwarden.     J.  Parsons,  Overseer. 
TAos.  Munday,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— No. 

Henry  Peacock,  Churchwarden. 
UOtlti  jxvcnuTiisoTiy  v-/vt;rsccr. 

28.— No. 

«£S7.-~~*1^0nC)   11    Lilcll    aUilliy    io  cUUctl,    Ulllcoo  ClllLllLlycLl 

on  the  parish  account. 

29.  None,  when  employed  by  the  farmers. 

30. — The  average  is  about  4s.  on  three  fifths  of  the  rack 
•  rent. 

30.— 5s.  in  the  pound,  at  three  fifths  value. 

3L — Stationary  for  the  last  four  years. 

31. — Been  the  same  for  some  years. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer.  The 
effect  is  a  saving  of  three  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  for  the  last  four  years. 

o^.      1^ ciixjci . 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestrv. 

H.P. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners. 

34. — The   Churchwardens,    Overseers,   and  Vestry. 
The  present  scale  is  three  fifths  of  the  sup- 
posed value.  H.P, 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  a  part  in  all 
decisions.   Their  mode  of  interference  is  regu- 
lated by  48  G.  III.  c.  Go. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  the 
Poor's  Rate  ;  upon  all  other  matters  should  the 
Vestry  not  agree,  their  votes  are  taken  according 
to  58  G.  HI.  c.  65.                          H.  P. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing,  and  no  doubt  in  a  great 
measure  owing  to  the  burden  of  the  Poor's  Rate, 
coupled  with  the  Rent  and  Tithe,  which  con- 
tinue at  the  same  ratio  as  when  produce  was 
double  the  price. 

« 

36. — Diminishing,  we  consider  in  consequence  of  high 
rents,  tithes,  taxes,  and  poor  rates. 

37. — They  are  both  less  industrious  and  worse  workmen. 

37. — Not  so  industrious  nor  so  skilful  as  formerly, 
having  lower  wages  and  no  certain  employ- 
ment. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Hertyout)— continued. 
ANSWERS. 

BROXBOURNE-cuM-HODDESDON.  (13) 


John  Toppin. 
E.  Palmer,  Churchwarden. 


28.  — They  are  not,  but  ought  to  be,  according  to  the  occupation  of  acreage  land.  E.  P. 

29.  — Not  in  this  parish.  E.  P. 

Idem.  J.  T. 

30.  — For  the  years  1826,  1827,  and  1828,  45.;  1829,  5*.  6rf. ;  1830  and  1831,  bs.  Rather  below  the  Rack 

Rent,  with  a  I'educlion  of  25  per  cent,  from  that  valuation.  E.  P. 


31. — In  the  last  two  years,  5d.  E.P. 


32. — Neither,  and  hope  we  sliall  continue  without.    Certainly  not  required.  E.  P. 


33. — The  majority  of  Rate-payers  assembled  in  Vestry.  J.  T. 


34. — Tills  depends  on  the  valuation  of  the  land  or  premises.  J.  T. 


35. — The  Overseers  state  to  the  Vestry  the  amount'of  balance  in  hand,  and  exhibit  their  books,  which  the  Vestry 
inspect.    The  Overseers  are  then  requested  to  state  the  sum  they  require.    If  the  Vestry  approve,  it  is 

allowed  ;  if  not,  it  is  diminished.    The  Chairman  then  proposes  a  rate  of  (as  agreed),  and  it  is  al- 

lovv'ed  by  a  majority  of  the  Rate-payers  assembled.  J'  ^« 


36.— Diminishing;  to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  Poor  Laws— the  Labourers  throwing  themselves  upon  their 
parish  for  support,  and  seldom  seeking  employment  elsewhere.  The  Poor  Law  system  has  degraded  the 
Labourers;  it  has  deprived  them  of  all  sense  of  independence;  they  are  greatly  degenerated;  many  of 
them  are  become  incorrigibly  idle  and  worthless.  J.  1. 


37.— Industry  is  undoubtedly  diminishing,  arising  from  the  system  of  relief  under  the  present  Poor  Laws.  They 
are  also  worse  workmen,  because  the  Farmers  keep  a  smaller  train  up.  J.  T. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Hertford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  H  E  S  H  U  N  T.  (3) 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD.  (1) 

John  Earby  Cook,  J .  P. 

Jacob  H.  Brooke  Mountain, 

Vicar  <t  T  P 

28.— They  are  not.                                  J.  B.  C. 

28.— 

29  No                                                J.  E.  C. 

None ;   but  people  generally  prefer  employing 
married  men.                                      T.  B. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — 65.  3d.  in  the  pound  on  a  rental  of  ^29,491.  10., 

*           which  is  supposed  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  rack  rent  as  15  is 
to  20.                                                              J.  E.  C. 

30.— 

31. — Increased  one  fifth,  and  considerably  more  than 

one  fifth  as  compared  with  years  preceding  tlie  last. 

J.  E.  C. 

31.— 

QO      V.^f  liritVi   IS  wpll  as  T  flnllpptnr  nf  Rafps  the  pffpct 

of  w  hich  has  been  to  keep  the  Rates  lower  than 
thev  would  have  been  otherwise.         J.  E.  C. 

32.  

33. — The  Inhabitants  at  a  general  Vestry  convened 
for  the  purpose.                                 T.  R. 

33. — A  Rate  at  1*.  in  the  pound  is  ordered  by  the  Select 
Vestry  whenever  the  Overseers  state  that  they 
have  no  money  in  hand. 

34. — A  valuation  was  made  eight  or  ten  years  since,  by 
w'hich  the  assessments  are  made,  subject  to  alte- 
rations as  property  improves.                T.  JR. 

34. — A  Committee  was  appointed  some  years  ago  by 
a  Parochial  Vestry  to  equalize  the  Rate  Book, 
which  they  effected  so  as  to  give  general  satis- 
faction. Altei'ations  have  since  been  made  by 
Overseers  as  occasion  required,  and  submitted 
to  Parochial  Vestries. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  have  no  influ- 
ence by  virtue  of  their  office.    A  general  Vestry 
is  called,  and  the  majority  decides.       T.  H. 

35. — The  Overseers  originate  alterations,  but  do  not 
generally  act  upon  them  without  the  sanction  ot 
the  Vestry ;  they  profess  to  take  no  responsi- 
bility upon  themselves. 

36. — Diminishing  rapidly,  which  is  the  principal  cause 
of  the  want  of  employment,  unconnected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  ;  particularly  from 
the  County  Rate  being  principally  paid  by  the 
farmers,  amounting  on  an  average  to  8  per  cent, 
annually  on  tbewliole  amount  of  rates, which  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  general  taxation,  all  parties  being 
equally  benefited  by  it.                        J.  E.  C. 
Diminishing ;  increased  Poor's  Rates  are  one  cause, 
uui  iiOL  inK  prjiicipdi.                                    ±  .  xi. 

36. — Decidedly  diminishing.  Its  decrease  however 
does  not  appear  to  be  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws, 
since  their  administration  has  of  late  years  been 
much  improved,  and  the  amount  raised  by  rates 
greatly  reduced. 

37. — No  change  as  to  the  ability  of  the  Labourers. 

J.  E.  C. 

Not  worse  workmen,  but  more  discontented. 

T.R. 

3T. — There  is  but  one  opinion  in  this  neighbourhood ; 
viz.,  that  skill  and  industry  are  equally  on  the 
decline  among  the  Labourers. 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Hertford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HERTFORD  ;  Parishes  of  All  Saints  and  St.  John, 
with  the  Liberties  of  Brickendon  &  Little  Amwell. 

R.  W.  Colheck,  (1) 
Curate. 

HERTINGFORDBURY.  (1) 

Robert  J.  Eden, 

Rector. 

28. — No.  Each  man  employs  as  many  or  as  few  as 
he  pleases. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  difference,  except  they  are  working  for  the 
parish. 

29. — Generally  speaking,  their  wages  are  less  than 
those  or  married  men. 

30. — They  vary  from  Qs.  to  95.  in  the  pound,  estimated 
at  about  two  thirds  or  three  fourths  of  the  value. 

30. —  1  he  total  coUected  are  six  shillmg  liates.  Ihe 

pound  is  20  per  cent,  less  than  three  fourths  of  a  valuation  in 
1810.    There  is  also  a  6d,  rate  for  labour  done  on  tlic  roads. 

3 1 . — Considerably  in  creased . 

3L — Rather  diminished. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  An  Assistant  Overseer  in 
one  parish,  and  the  effect  decidedly  good. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.  The  last  year  we 
had  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  we  had  a  re- 
duction of  the  Rates. 

33. — A  Vestry  is  called  every  month  to  audit  the 
monthly  accounts,  and  a  new  Rate  is  then 
granted  as  it  is  required. 

33.— 'The  Vestry. 

34. — The  Vestry,  on  a  fair  average  valuation,  but  not 
determined  by  the  actual  rental.  The  valuation, 
however,  is  very  unequal,  being  determined  by 
no  fixed  standard,  but  by  the  will  of  a  few  Indi- 
viduals who  usually  attend  the  Vestry.  No  sort 
of  proportion  is  presei'ved  in  the  scale  upwards; 
a  large  house  and  grounds  paying  very  much 
less  in  proportion  than  smaller  ones. 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  parish  took  place  in  1805, 
which  is  now  acted  upon.  In  the  case  of  new 
houses  the  Vestry  fix  their  Rate  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  valuation  of  1805. 

35. — If  any  person  thinks  himself  aggrieved  he  appeals 
to  the  Vestry,  and  they  either  allow  or  reject 
his  appeaL 

35. — The  Overseer  being  generally  a  Farmer  he  merely 
sunjofests  such  thino;S  as  occur  to  him.  The 
decision  on  all  mattei's  is  left  to  the  Vestry. 
The  Overseer  votes  as  a  private  individual. 

36. — Clearly  diminishing.  The  Poor's  Rates  are  so 
exceedingly  heavy,  the  Farmers  have  not  suf- 
ficient capital  to  employ  the  Labourers,  who  then 
become  chargeable  to  the  Rates,  and  so  increase 
the  distress. 

36.' — The  Farmers  say  that  it  has  grievously  diminished, 
and  I  believe  the  fact  is  so ;  but  the  diminution 
must  not  be  charged  entii'ely  on  the  Poor  Laws. 
There  are  many  combined  causes. 

37. — Quite  as  good. 

37. — 'Tiie  industry  of  the  young  Labourers  is  decidedly 
decreasing.  They  are  frequently  abandoned 
characters,  and  spend  that  time  in  the  beer- 
shop  which  used  to  be  spent  under  the  master's 
eye. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


HODDESDON  Hamlet  (Broxbourne  Parish).  (3) 

IPPOLLITTS.  (1) 

Charles  Wliitbi/, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

W.  M.  Procter, 

Churchwarden. 

28.— 

28.— Neither. 

29.— Not  any. 

29. — No  distinction  when  working  for  the  Farmers. 

30.— 

30. — Generally  from  4*.  to  4s.  6c?.  in  the  pound, 
estimated  at  nearly  Rack  Rent. 

31.— 

31. — Last  year  they  were  5s.  in  the  pound. 

32.— 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  always  call  a  Vestry, 
and  the  principal  Inhabitants  attend,  and  then 
agree  for  a  rate ;  and  we  generally  have  two  or 
three  a  year. 

34.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
principal  Inhabitants  of  the  parish  assembled 
in  Vestry. 

35.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
principal  Inhabitants  always  agree  together  in 
parish  business. 

36. — Diminisliing,  though  not  altogether  owing  to  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36— 

37. — Dimini-liirig,    I  have  known  the  best  Labourers 
the  most  iiacked  about. 

1  37.— 

P.L,  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Hertford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARGARET,  near  WARE.  (2) 

REDBOURNE.  (l) 

William  Heard, 

Overseer,  Surveyor,  &c. 

George  Lee  Cane, 

Churchwarden. 

28.— Not  at  all. 

28. — Not  regularly  apportioned. 

29. — None,  except  that  the  married  men  are  set  to 
the  best  work,  that  they  may  earn  greater  wages. 

29.— 

30. — From  4s.  to  8s.  in  the  pound  in  the  different  pa- 
rishes I  occupy. 

30. — Not  rack-rented  :  about  two  thirds ;  and  five  and 
a  half  Shilling  Rates  yearly. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

j  31. — Increased  .s^'lOO  within  the  year. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  is  employed  to  {jreat 
advantage  in  one  large  parish  where  my  occu- 
pation extends.    None  in  this  parish. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  a  majority  of  the  Vestry. 
The  Rates  are  afterwards  allowed  at  Sessions. 

33. — A  Vestry  called  for  the  purpose. 

34. — The  majority  attending  Parish  Vestries,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Overseers. 

34. — This  parish  was  regularly  valued  some  fifteen 
years  ago  by  five  regular  Assessors,  and  I  believe 
fairly,  as  no  complaint  has  been  made  by  the 
inhabitants. 

33. — As  I  am  the  only  resident  occupier,  and  the 
non-residents  take .  very  little  interest  in  the 
concerns  of  this  parish,  the  chief  management 
rests  with  myself ;  but,  generally,  the  decision 
of  these  matters  is  equally  shared  by  the  Over- 
seers and  those  who  attend  the  Vestries. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  act  together.  Should 
any  circumstances  arise  in  which  the  Overseers 
are  doubtiul  how  to  act,  a  Vestry  is  called  to 
settle  it. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  diminishing,  partly  from 
the  increase  of  the  Poor's  Rates,  partly  from  the 
Corn  Laws. 

86.— 

37. — Industry  diminishing. 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


S  A  C  O  M  B  E. 

Thomas  Lloyd. 

Rector. 


(1) 


28. — We  have  no  rule  of  this  description. 


29.— None. 


30. — Three  fourths. 


31. — Neither  increased  or  diminished. 


32._No. 


33.  — No  decision  takes  place  as  to  the  precise  sum  to  be  raised  in  the  course  of  the  year,  or  in  any  less  period, 

for  the  i-elief  of  the  poor.  Vestries  are  holden  after  due  notice,  and  the  Overseers,  with  such  parishioners 
as  attend,  make  a  Rate  at  \s.  or  \s.  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  the  Rent  of  each  occupier,  which  is 
expended  under  the  sanction  of  the  Vestry,  and  lasts,  according  to  circumstances,  for  a  greater  or  less 
period. 

34.  — The  Parishioners  settle  it  among  themselves  in  Vestry. 


35. — The  parish  is  so  small,  and  the  Rate-payers  so  few  in  number,  that  business  is  transacted  very  regularly 
and  amicably.    Deference  is  paid  to  any  opinion  1  may  give,  and  reference  always  made  to  me. 


36. — I  should  say  diminishing  decidedly,  and  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  present  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws.    The  Poor's  Rates  press  very  heavily  on  the  Farmers. 


37. — Much  as  it  used  to  be ;  that  is,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  alteration. 


P.L.  (d.)— Part  IIL 
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County  of  Hertford  —  continued. 

ANSWERS. 

SHENLEY. 

TJiomus  Newcome,  Rector. 
J.  M.  Winter,  J.  P. 

(3) 

28.- 

— Accordino-  to  the  extent  of  occupation.    It  was  tried  with  good  effect,  1830-31,  but  unsupported  by  Law 

must  fail.    The  Rector  took  for  his  share  the  worst  hands,  or  the  scheme  could  not  have  been  tried.  Unpaid  tithes  impeded  him  ;  but  the 
Men  behaved  well  to  him.                                                                                                                                              T.  N. 
No,  but  it  would  be  advisable  if  it  was  done  by  Law.                                                                                                  J.  M.  IF. 

29.- 

—None ;  but  the  best  man  gets  best  wages.    Only  few  or  none  would  discharge  a  married  man,  but  cagteris 
paribus  retain  him,  and  discharge  the  single,  if  they  must,  for  want  of  work  or  money  to  pay  for  it. 

T.N. 

None ;  but  married  men  are  generally  preferred,  and  are  generally  more  steady.                     J.  M.  W. 

oU.- 

—3s.  4o?.  per  pound,  estimated  value,  and  I  think  now  become  2^.  lOrf.  real  value,  for  Poor's 

Add  Cliurch  and  Road,  total  4s. 
Aoout  4s.,  including  Church  and  Roads  and  heavy  County  Rates.    Three  times  as  much  as  12  years  since. 

Rates  only. 

T.  N. 
J..M.W. 

31.- 

—Increased  about  nine  per  cent,  by  extra  County  Levy,  and  repairing  Parish  Cottages. 

Increased.    More  Labourers  out  of  employ,  and  paid  for  working  on  the  road,  though  not  wanted. 

T.N. 

J.  M.  W. 

32.- 

—The  Select  Vestry,  being  bound  to  meet  too  often,  i.e.  once  in  a  fortnight,  has  been  abolished.    It  worked 

well  for  some  years,  then  attendance  grew  remiss,  except  by  a  very  few.    It  was  a  call  to  paupers  to  an  alehouse  for  relief.  The 
monthly  Vestry  suffices.    A  Collector  is  indispensable,  and  has  hard  work  to  get  the  Rates.                                                      T,  N. 
Discontinued  from  bad  attendance.    Assistant  Overseer  very  requisite  in  this  parish.                                                             J.  M.  W. 

33. — Decided  in  open  Vestry. 


Nominally  the  Inhabitants  in  general  Vestry  called  for  the  purpose  of  making  Rates,  but  there  being 
very  thin  attendance,  the  business  is  left  to  the  OflBcers.  J.  M.  W. 


34.  A  Valuation  was  made  30  years  ago.    If  any  alteration  is  intended  to  be  made,  it  is  mentioned  (for  grace 

and  concurrence  sake)  in  Vestry,  and. on  consultation  and  conference  determined.  We  never  have  had 
an  appeal  carried  to  Quarter  Sessions,  nor,  that  I  remember,  to  Petty  Sessions.  T.  N. 

Hitherto  this  parish  has  been  guided,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  admit,  by  a  Survey  made  30  years 
since.  This,  from  the  depreciation  of  property  of  late,  has  become  more,  according  to  the  actual  present 
value,  than  it  was  a  few  years  since.    The  Overseers  make  their  Rate  from  this  Survey.         J.  M.  W. 

35.  Practically  the  whole  business  of  the  parish  is  done  by  the  Rector,  the  Esquire,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

one  or  two  Officers,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  Farmers,  assisted  by  a  Permanent  or  Assistant  Overseer 
and  Collector,  who  speaks  but  does  not  vote.  T.  N. 

For  four  years  a  Select  Vestry  took  the  whole  management  (subject  to  the  approval  of  a  general  Vestry). 
Since  that  has  ceased,  the  Overseers  and  a  very  few  Inhabitants  in  general  Vestry  make  the  Rate,  and 
transact  the  business  simultaneously.  J.M.  W. 


36.  Sadly  and  fearfully  diminishing;  but  from  causes  unconnected  or  but  little  connected  with  the  administration 

of  the  Poor  Laws.  No  more  or  not  much  more  is  spent  here  upon  1,167  souls  than  30  and  20  years 
ago  upon  700,  900,  and  1,000  souls.  But  twice  as  many  loads  of  hay  go  to  pay  it,  and  one  and  a 
half  bushel  of  Corn  for  one  only,  formerly.  T.  N. 

The  capital  of  the  whole  parish  much  decreasing.    The  depressed  state  of  produce,  in  particular  hay, 
and  over  population,  are  the  chief  causes  of  Farmers  not  being  able  to  give  work  to  the  poor. 

^  ^  J.M.  W. 


37. — Yes,  worse  workmen;  not  more  immoral  (I  think  better  moral  Men),  but  less — "gens  patiens  operum 
saivique  laboris."  Less  strong  and  striving ;  more  delicate  in  body  and  mind.  Education  seems  to 
elonoate — to  refine  and  beautily  the  Children,  but  to  mollify  the  frame.  Perhaps  they  are  worse  fed 
than"of  old.  T.  N. 


I  think  the  Labourers  are  not  industrious,  and  many  very  incompetent.    Task-work  not  so  much  followed, 
nor  the  work  generally  so  well  done  as  formerly.  J.  M.IF 
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ANSWERS. 


STANSTEAD  ABBOTTS.  (1) 

STEVENAGE.  (3) 

T.  Feilde,  Vicar.    John  Bigg,  Overseer. 
Daniel  Stanken,  Proprietor  Sc  Occupier. 

28. — The  surplus  men,  such  as  Roundsmen,  1  day's 

Tunrlr  to  l"»p  ■mnnri  lew  pvpw  j£f  10    nt  1  ?  (\n  npr 

day. 

Anonymous. 

rr  ctt'Ctl/fl'  J.  /  Vltl.lv* 

28. — No  regulation  of  that  sort.  Anon. 

29  — iVot  flnv    nnf  iinon  tnp  fjiir  "nnnriTilp  nr  pvpw 

man  being  paid  according  to  his  deserts. 

29. — In  a  few  instances,  but  not  generally.  Anon. 

\ 

30. — Assessment  at  about  two  thirds,  and  11*.  in  the 
pound. 

30. — At  6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  exclusive  of  Statute  Duty, 
which  by  some  persons  is  paid  in  money.  Anon. 

31. — Decreased  in  the  amount  expended  about  <i^50. 

31. — They  have  not  varied  for  the  last  two  years. 

Anon. 

o<5.^— /in  ^bsisidni  Wvciseei  ai  a  saiaiy  or  x>A\j  per 
annum. 

32  — TPS    fi  SifAf^cf  Vpstrv       An    Assistiinl'  Ovprsppr 
having  been  appointed  some  years,  some  individuals  objected  to 
the  additional  expense,  and  the  plan  was  discontinued.  Anon. 

33. — A  public  Vestry,  called  in  the  church  by  the  Over- 
seers. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
in  conj  unction  with  the  general  Vestry.  W.  F. 

34. — A  public  Vestry,  with  the  Overseers. 

34. — The  Parish  in  general  Vestry  assembled.  The 
Rates,  being  transcribed  by  the  Vestry  Clerk, 
are  collected  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers.    In  the  event 
of  any  supposed  grievance  on  the  part  of  an 
individual  in  his  assessment,  it  is  referred  to 
a  general  Vestry,  and  disposed  by  the  majority 
of  voices.                                        W.  F. 

35. — When  the  Poor  Rates  require  alteration,  &c.  (by 
change  of  occupation  in  whole  or  in  part,  &c.) 
the  Overseers  state  at  a  public  Vestry  what  al- 
teration is  proper,  and  the  majority  decide. 

35. — The  majority  of  voices  in  the  general  Vestry 
decides.                                         W.  F. 

36. — I  conceive  generally  decreasing.  The  Poor's  Rates 
falling  so  heavily  on  the  Farmers  may  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  causes. 

36. — Unquestionably  diminishing  ;   which  may  prin- 
cipally be  owing  to  two  causes,  the  unremitting 
value  of  agricultural  produce,  and  the  heavy 
burden  of  maintaining  the  poor.  Anon. 

37. — Certainly  much  worse  workmen.  Although  we 
have  a  large  surplus  of  men,  yet  for  particular 
parts  of  agricultural  labour  we  are  obliged  to  go 
to  other  parishes  for  men. 

37. — Their  industry  is  not  increasing,  but  believed  to 
be  diminishing,  so  as  to  be  complained  of  by 
their  employers.   Many  Farmers  are  of  opinion 
that  the  beer-shops  wiU  be  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
Labourers.  ^07u 

P.L.  (b.)~Part  III. 
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County  of  Hertford  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WATFORD.  (1) 

WELWYN.  (1) 

William  Welwin,  Overseer. 

T>oti>r  Chitfprhuck.  J.  P. 

JrtiHil    y^luctVf  vt^^it'f      ■  A  • 

William  Blake, 

Visitor. 

28.-NO.  ^. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind  practised. 

29  —Yes                                                     ^-  ^- 
From  3s.  to  4s.  difference.                     P.  C. 

29. — No  difference. 

30  From  5s.  to  6s.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  of  the 

value.                                            fV.  W. 

30. — The  Poor's  Rate  is  about  6s.  in  the  pound  on  a 

Rent  taken  at  about  two  thirds  of  the  real  value. 

31. — Same  as  last  year.                              W.  W. 

31. — Considerably  diminished  during  the  last  year,  from 

the  new  system  of  management  since  building  the  Poor- 
house. 

QO  IVn                                                                      W,  W. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  There  is  a  permanent  As- 
sistant Overseer,  who  is  also  Governor  of  the 
Poorhouse. 

33.— 

33. — ^The  Visitors  and  Guardians  of  the  Parish  deter- 
mine the  amount,  and  submit  it  to  the  Vestry, 
under  whose  authority  it  is  raised. 

34— 

34. — The  Vestry,  according  to  a  valuation  made  by 
them,  and  altered  from  time  to  time  as  changes 
take  place  in  the  value  of  property. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  are  generally  pi'esent  at  Vestry,  but 
they  exercise  no  official  authority  qua  Overseers, 
but  give  their  opinion  as  Parishioners  merely. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing,  from  the  decreased  price 
of  the  produce  of  land,  and  the  continuance  of 
tithe,  poor  rates,  and  taxation.              P.  C. 

36. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  change  peculiar  to  my 
parish,  further  than  what  may  be  occasioned  by 
the  general  alteration  in  the  value  of  produce. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  more  idle  and  dissipated,  and 
depravity  and  drunkenness  are  much  increased 
since  the  Beer  Bill  passed.                 P.  C. 

37. — There  are  fewer  crood  ajjiicultural  Labourers 
than  formerly.  Permanent  services  bemg  more 
rare,  the  children  have  no  opportunity  of  being 
taught  by  their  fathers. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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W  E  S  T  M  I  L  L.  (3) 


Henry  Pepys,  Rector. 
W.  Archer,  Churchwarden.        Robert  Sworder  ]\in\oT,  Overseer. 

28. — In  the  Winter  attempts  are  sometimes  made  to  apportion  the  Labourers  according  to  the  number  of  acres 
of  each  occupier.  H.  P. 


According  to  occupation. 

R.  S. 

29. 

— None  whatever. 

H.P. 

Idem. 

R.  S. 

30.- 

— The  Rates  are  estimated  upon  two-thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent. 
3s.  to  6s.  6d.  in  the  pound  Rack  Rent. 

Between  3  and  4  Rates  is  generally  sufficient.  H.  P. 

W.A. 

3L- 

— Rather  diminished. 
Decreased. 

H.P. 
W.A. 

32.- 

—No  Select  Vestry.    We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  Deputy  Overseer. 

H  P. 
W.A. 

33. — A  rate  is  made  from  time  to  time,  as  the  Overseer  wants  funds,  signed  by  the  Parish  Officers  and  Inhabitants 
present  in  Vestry.  H.  P.    W.  A.    R.  S. 


34. — Two  Surveyors  were  employed  a  few  years  since  to  value  all  the  property  in  the  parish,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined by  the  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  that  each  rate  should  be  Is.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  of  the 
estimated  annual  value.  H.  P.    W.  A.    R.  S. 


35. — These  matters  have  been  decided  by  the  Parish  Officers  and  Inhabitants  jointly,  without  the  slightest 
difference  as  to  the  manner  or  degree  in  which  they  should  respectively  interfere.    H.  P.    W,  A.    R.  S. 


36. — The  Farmers  tell  you  their  capital  is  diminishing.  Judging,  however,  from  their  style  of  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, I  should  doubt  whether  this  is  really  the  case.  H.P. 

Decreased ;  not  from  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  That  affects  the  rental 

R.  S. 


"37. — It  is  a  common  complaint  among  the  Farmers  that  the  Labourers  are  not  so  industrious  as  they  used  to  be. 
When,  however,  work  is  done  by  the  piece  there  is  no  ground  for  complaint  on  the  score  of  industry.  The 
habits  of  the  unmarried  Labourer  may  perhaps  be  more  irregular  than  formerly,  but  that  arises  from  the 
Farmer  having  given  up  boai'ding  them  in  his  house.  H  P. 

Labourers  are  industrious  until  they  find  that  they  can  get  more  by  idling  and  running  to  the  Magistrates, 
insulting  their  master,  doing  their  work  bad,  getting  drunk,  .squandering  their  money  by  gaming  all  the  Sun- 
day, which  certainly  makes  many  worse  to  be  managed,  knowing  they  are  to  be  supported  otherwise  than  by 
work.    Indeed  I  think  "  Poor  Laws  "  make  paupers  and  beget  idleness.  R-  S. 
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County  of  HUNTINGDON— cow^iwM^fi?. 


ANSWERS. 


ABBOTS  LEY.  (3) 

ABBOT'S  MIPTON  with  KENNINGTON.  (3) 

Stephen  B.  Dowell, 

Curate. 

Thomas  Bedford  &  George  Shelton,  Churchwardens. 
William  Smith  Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — No ;  but  should  be  so. 

29. — No  difference. 

29. — Yes  ;  if  it  was  not  so  we  should  not  get  servants  ; 
we  pay  lower  wages  to  single  men. 

30.— 

30. — 45.  per  pound. 

31.— 

31. — The  same. 

32. — 

32. — None. 

33. — The  Vestry,  who  are  summoned  to  assemble  when- 
ever the  Overseer  requires  from  the  Parish  a 
supply  of  money  for  paying  the  Poor. 

33. — 

34. — The  Overseer,  who  is  guided  in  apportioning  the 
amount  due  from  each  Rate-payer  by  the  esti- 
mate made  of  his  property  at  the  last  survey  of 
the  parish. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseer  proposes  that  a  Rate  shall  be  levied, 
in  which  proposition  the  Vestry  acquiesce. 

35.— 

36^ 

36. — Diminishing,  partly  through  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — It  is  the  opinion  of  those  farmers  whom  I  have 
constilted,  that  the  Industry  of  Labourers  is  dimi- 
nishing, and  that  in  the  greater  number  of  in- 
stances the  workmen  are  worse  than  they  were 
formerly.  This  remark,  however,  applies  only 
to  day-work ;  when  employed  on  piece-work  they 
labour  welL 

37. — Much  the  same. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Huntingdon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  L  C  0  N  B  U  R  Y.  (3) 

B  U  C  K  D  E  N.  (3) 

William  Gray. 

T'hntnne  ^ffifnn^nn    Ovpr*iPPr  '^'^ 

Thomas  Bowyer, 

Overseer. 

28  

28. — They  were  employed  for  three  months  last  Win- 
ter at  the  rate  of  one  man  to  every  ^40  charged 
in  the  Poor  Rate. 

29.— 

29. — In  the  Winter  there  is  a  difference,  but  none  in 
the  Summer. 

30 — 

30.— 5s.  on  a  valuation  made  last  year,  which  is  two 
thirds  of  the  actual  value. 

31.— 

31. — Increased  a  little. 

32.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  We  consider  our  Assistant 
Overseer  to  be  beneficial- 

33. — The  Parishioners,  being  Rate-payers,  at  Vestries  for 
the  purpose,  of  which  notice  is  given,  and  which 
are  held  whenever  a  former  Rate  is  expended, 
and  a  fresh  one  wanted.                        T.  S. 

33. — The  Parishioners  meet  the  Overseers  in  Vestry 
once  a  month ;  they  grant  a  Rate  to  begin  with, 
and  when  that  is  nearly  expended  they  grant 
another.  The  Magistrates  never  refuse  to  sign 
it  when  it  is  regularly  made  by  the  parish. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  individual  is 
charged  from  a  Valuation  of  theparish  made  years 
ago,  and  approved  by  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry 
assembled.  The  Rates  are  never  less  than  6d. 
nor  more  than  126?.  in  the  pound  for  each  Rate, 
charged  on  the  rental  of  the  whole  parish. 

T.S. 

34. — Three  of  the  principal  Inhabitants,  with  the  Over- 
seers and  Churchwardens,  made  a  Valuation  of 
the  parish  two  years  ago,  which  now  fixes  the 
sum  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer. 

35. — The  Overseers  take  no  part  indecidingthe  Amount 
of  the  Rates,  only  in  common  with  the  Vestry. 

T.S. 

35. — Neither  Vestry  or  Overseer  act  separately  in  these 
matters ;  in  case  of  a  difference  of  opinion  it  is 
usual  tor  the  Vicar  to  act  as  chairman,  and  the 
questions  are  put  to  the  vote ;  but  this  rarely 
occurs,  for  were  we  not  unanimous,  or  nearly 
sojin  Vestry,  our  poor  would  takeallour  produce. 

36. — Diminishing,  as  much  Capital  has  been  lost  in  the 
last  20  years.  The  increase  in  the  Poor  Rate 
has  something  to  do  with  it,  as  it  is  six  times  as 
much  as  it  was  50  years  back,  and  has  increased 
nearly  100  per  cent,  within  the  last  20  years. 

36. — On  the  strong  clay  soils  in  this  county  it  has  of  late 
years  been  fast  diminishing.  Want  of  Capital 
causes  surplus  labour,  and  the  payment  of  able- 
bodied  labourers,  when  out  of  employ,  according 
to  the  number  in  their  families,  upon  a  Magis^- 
trates'  order,  is  a  direct  premium  upon  early  and 
improvident  marriages,  and  consequent  surplus 
labourers,  which  adds  to  the  expenses  of  cul- 
tivation. 

37. — Diminishing,  from  the  bad  system  of  the  labour- 
ers with  large  families  having  their  pay  made  up 
to  what  is  called  "  Head  Money,"  or  an  allow- 
ance by  the  Magistrate,  which  breaks  the  spirit 
of  independence,  which  should  be  encouraged  in 
the  labouring  man. 

37. — The  labourers  with  small  families,  and  the  single 
men,  are  as  industrious  as  formerly;  but  those 
with  large  families  are  not,  and  for  the  reasons 
stated  in  reply  to  Question  38. 
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County  of  Huntingdon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  CATWORTH.  (3) 

C  0  L  N  E.  (3) 

Edward  Maddock, 

Overseer. 

Robert  Watts, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28. — No  ;  they  ought  to  be,  as  all  resident  occupiers 
would  be  greatly  benefited. 

29. — No  difference. 
• 

29.  — None. 

30. — 4<s.,  upon  quality. 

30. — 4«.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  Commission- 
ers' Valuation. 

3 1 . — No  difference. 

3!. — Diminished. 

32. — None. 

32. — None. 

33. — No  one  in  particulai*.    We  hold  a  Vestry  once  a 
month ;   they '  see  what  money  is  expended. 
When  the  Overseer  wants,  he  gets  another 
Rate. 

33. — We  generally  collect  four  Rates  in  the  year  at  Is. 

in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  Commissioneis' Valuation  Rate; 
which  rates  are  granted  by  the  Churchwarden  and  the  majority 
of  the  Meeting  then  present.  We  grant  them  for  no  particular 
period,  only  with  respect  to  the  last  rate,  when  we  grant  such  a 
rate  as  we  think  will  cover  all  expenses  which  may  be  incurred 
up  to  the  time  of  the  Overseers  going  out  of  office. 

34). — I  believe  that  was  decided  by  the  Surveyor  who 
surveyed  the  parish. 

34. — The  amount  is  uncertain,  but  each  Rate-payer 
pays  an  equal  poundage  on  the  aforesaid  Valu- 
ation Rate,  which  Rate,  in  fact,  decides  it. 

35. — They  do,  except  in  cases  before  mentioned,  one 
amongst  another. 

} 

35. — The  matters  alluded  to  are  decided  by  the  Valua- 
tion Rate ;  and  the  only  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  Vestry  is  to  see  that  the  Rates  are  levied 
equitably,  and  the  allowance  to  paupers,  &c. 
equally  and  impartially  dealt  out  to  them  by  the 
Overseers. 

.:_  1^;   —  

36.— 

36. — Diminishing;  not  aware  that  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws  is  the  cause. 

37.— 

37. — Much  as  they  were. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Huntingdon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  O  N  N  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (2) 


John  Hcathcote,  J.P.,  Connington  Castle. 
George  Mackness,  Overseer. 


28.  — About  a  fortnight  ago  the  apportionment  of  Labourers  according  to  the  Rate  was  adopted.  Not  before 

practised.  G.  M. 

29.  — Upon  application  from  men  who  are  usually  non-resident  a  distinction  is  made,  to  induce  their  seeking  em- 

ployment elsewhere.  G.  M. 

^  ^  ,  J.H. 


30.  — About  45.,  including  Poor,  Church,  Highway,  and  a  Draining  Rate;  not  at  rack  rent.  G.  M. 

31.  — Much  the  same.  G.  M, 

32.  — We  have  no  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer.  G.  M. 


33. — The  Rate-payers  assemble  as  often  as  a  Rate  is  wanted,  and  determine  the  amount  to  be  raised.      J.  H. 


34. — It  is  borne  equally,  at  so  much  in  the  pound  upon  the  assessment.  J.  H. 


35. — We  have  no  Vestry  ;  the  Overseers  take  no  part  but  as  Rate-payers,  J.  H, 


36. — Certainly  not  increasing;  rather  the  contrary.   In  many  parishes  around,  though  certainly  not  in  this,  the 
Poor's  Rales  are  much  increased  within  these  few  years,  which  is  a  burden  to  the  Farmers.        J.  H, 


37. — Much  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  several  years ;  if  there  is  a  difference,  they  now  keep  their  hours  rather 
better  than  formerly.  J.  JEt, 
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County  of  Huntingdon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LEIGHTON. 

RAMSEY.  (2) 

Isaac  Ibberson  flf  William  Bridgfoot,  Overseers. 

tj (liflCo  dUiito*     rr  ULl(l//l  tjluTTUTtil* 

28.— Yes. 

28.— No. 

.— —  X  CO. 

— -IVnnp  IT  anip— nofliprl 

30.— 5s.  6d. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  of  the  value. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Decreased,  but  very  little. 

32   "Wo 

32. — YeSj  both  j  which  are  found  to  be  beneficial. 

33.— 

33. — Notice  is  given,  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in 
the  church,  three  days  previous  to  a  meeting,  re- 
questing the  Parishioners  to  assemble  for  the 
purpose  of  granting  them  a  Rate  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor.  The  Overseers  request  the  amount 
of  the  Rate,  and  the  Parishioners  determine  the 
amount  they  judge  necessary.               /.  /. 

34.— 

34. — The  Rate-book  is  made  by  the  Overseers,  and 
presented  to  the  Parishioners,  who  signify  their 
consent  by  subscribing  their  names  thereto,  pre- 
vious to  the  Justices  allowing  same.       /.  /. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  always  present  to  the  Meeting  the 
amount  wanted,  according  to  their  judgment; 
the  Parishioners  determine  upon  the  same. 

/./ 

i. 

36. — Decreasing,  from  the  increase  of  the  poor,  who  re- 
quire greater  demand  from  the  agriculturist. 

37.— 

37. — Diminishing;  and  ^e  Labourers  much  worse 

than  formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Huntingdon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STILTON.  (3) 

W  A  R  B  OY  S.  (2) 

Austin  Cave,  Overseer. 
John  Testoff  &  Francis  Sealon.  33. 34. 34. 

Win.  Finch,  Rector.  G.  Ekins,  Churchwarden. 
Thomus  Longlund, 

28. — There  are  7  Occupiers,  who  employ  about  15 
Labourers.                                      A.  C. 

28. — Almost  always  in  employ  without.  G.E. 
No.                                                        7'  T 

29. — No  distinction.                                    A.  C. 

29.— About  Is.  per  week.      G.E.    T.  L.    W.  F. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound,  at  a  rate  of  two  thirds  of  Valu- 
ation.                                              A.  C. 

30. — About  2s.  Sd.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent.     G.  E. 
About  4s.  in  the  pound,  according  to  a  Valua- 
tion taken  in  1795.  T.L. 

3L — Diminution  of  about  40s.                       A.  C. 

31. — About  the  same.                                   T.  L. 
Diminished  a  little.                              G.  E. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry.  No  Assistant  Overseer.  The 
better  effect  has  not  been  felt.               A.  C. 

32. — We  have  not  any.                                T.  L. 

We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer.    Our  expences 
are  less.                                            Q.  E. 

33.— The  Select  Vestry.                      J.  T.    F.  S. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Vestry,  which  is  always  held 
once  a  month,  and  in  cases  of  emergency 
weekly.                                            G.  E. 

34.— The  Select  Vestry.                       J.  T.    F.  S. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  ;  reference 
being  had  to  the  Valuation  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Inclosure.                 G.  E. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  alone  decides  all  these  matters. 

J.  T.    F.  S. 

35. — Neither  have  as  yet  interfered  beyond  the  before- 
mentioned  Valuation,  excepting  the  reducing 
each  valuation  to  two  thirds  of  the  original 
valuation  ;  which  was  done  in  Vestry-  G.  F. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  I  cannot  attribute  the  cause  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,     A.  C. 

36. — Increasing  ;  but  without  any  reference  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws.           JV.  F. 
It  is  diminishing ;  not  because  of  the  Poor  Laws 
in  particular;  but  I  attribute  it  the  Church 
Laws,  Assessed  Taxes,  and  low  price  of  com 
and  wool-                                        T.  L. 
Rather  increasing,  owing  to  the  improved  state 
of  agriculture  in  this  neighbourhood,    G.  E. 

37. — Workmen  with  us  generally  industrious,  and 
would  be  more  so  could  they  have  land  at  a 
small  rent*                                    A.  C. 

37 . — I  conceive  they  are  better  labourers-        W,  F. 
About  the  same.  j" 

Decidedly  better,  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
proving state  of  agriculture  in  this  immediate 
neighbourhood)  G.E. 
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County  of  Huntingdon — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WOODHURST.  (3) 

WOOD  WALTON.  (1) 

William  Fyson, 

Churchwarden. 

Richard  Goodliff, 

v/ilur  Clin  arucu* 

28. — Not  employed  according  to  Rent,  &c. 

28.— No. 

29,  A  single  man  receives  Is.  a  week  less  than  a  mar- 
ried man. 

29. — About  Is.  per  week. 

30. — is.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  full  rent. 

30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound,  at  about  two  thirds  of  the 
rack  rent. 

31. — About  the  same. 

31. — They  have  decreased  the  last  year,  an  account  of 
a  heavy  doctor's  bill  the  preceding  one. 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  other  Inha- 
bitants, sanctFoned  by  two  Justices. 

33. — It  is  decided  at  Vestry  Meetings  by  the  Rate- 
payers. 

34. — "J^e  Churchwardens,  &c. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  an  Assessment  upon  the  whole 
parish. 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  at  the  monthly  meetings, 
by  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  other 
Inhabitants  present. 

35.— 

36.— 


37.— 


36.— 


37. — Generally  speaking  they  are  considered  worse 
workmen. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


ASH,  near  Sandwich.  (2) 

A  S  H  U  R  S  T.  (1) 

G.  R.  Gleig. 

William  Folder  Jones,  Overseer, 

28. — One  Man  to  each  25  acres,  of  Arable,  and  one  to 

above  50  and  under  1 00  acres  of  Pasture ;  one  to  each  250 
of  Tithe  of  Arable,  and  one  to  from  500  to  1000  acres  of 
Pasture. 

28.— None. 

29. — Farmers  generally  prefer  married  Men  to  single, 

though  they  pay  them  more.    When  reduced  to  the  Parish, 
married  Men  are  employed  four  and  a  half,  five,  and  six  days, 
according  to  their  Families  ;  single  Men,  three  days  per  week, 
at  25>  a  day. 

29. — No  difference,  except  what  depends  on  ability. 

SO. — 65.  in  the  pound  last  year,  at  half  the  value  of 
the  land. 

30. — About  10s.  in  the  pound ;  two  thirds  of  Rent. 

31. — They  have  increased  since  the  Riots;  they  had  pre- 
viously decreased. 

31. — Rather  decreased. 

32.— No. 

32.— No. 

33.— 

33. — It  is  decided  on  in  Vestry  by  those  who  have  a 
right  to  attend. 

34  

34. — The  Vestry,  according  to  a  valuation  of  the  Pro- 
perty in  the  Parish. 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — I  fear  it  is  diminishing  rapidly;  I  attribute  the 
circumstance  to  various  causes  :  the  exti'avagant 
habits  of  the  Farmer — the  change  in  the  cur- 
rency— and  the  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  Paupers,  the  Farmer  being  unable  to  employ 
the  Labourers  as  heretofore. 

36. — The  Farmers  in  this  neighbourhood  are  very  poor, 
and  with  diflSculty  pay  the  Poor  Rates. 

37. — I  do  not  think  that  it  is  increasing.    When  re- 
tained for  a  series  of  years  by  one  Master,  the 
Labourer  is  as  industrious  as  ever  he  was ;  but 
this  good  practice  is  much  laid  aside :  on  the 
whole,  the  Labourers  are  not  what  they  were. 

1 

37. — Much  the  same. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  A  P  C  H  I  L  D.  (1) 

B  E  X  L  E  Y.  (3) 

Wm-  Lake. 

Rev.  Edward  C.  Frith,  J.  P. 
VviUiam  vvyatt.  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — The  plan  has  been  attempted,  but  failed  for  want 

\Jl       tX       1  Ulcr       UlllUllIi*        CLJUctllV        ULIUll       clli  LIIC 

Parishioners.                                   W.  W, 

ay,— ADOUl  !sis.  per  weeKj  iiic  luaincu  ivxeii  gcuciiiii^ 
taking  the  hardest  work ;  if  on  piece-work,  all 
alike. 

oQ — None.                                               E  r  F 

w.  w. 

30.— 

30. — 55.  ad.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  of 
real  value,                                      W.  W. 

31.— 

31. — Increased  last  year  to  pay  off  an  old  debt,  occa- 
sioned by  erecting  buildings  at  the  Poor-house  for 
the  employment  of  the  Poor.                W.  W. 

32.  

32.— Yes,  both ;  the  effect  beneficial  to  the  Parish. 

w.  w. 

33. — This  Parish  is  very  small,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  Rates  paid  by  three  Persons,  who,  on  con- 
sultation, agree  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
required.    There  are  invariably  two  Rates  a 
year. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Select  Vestry,  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor. 

E.  a  F. 

34. — The  assessment  on  each  occupation  is  made  by  the 
principal  Rate-payers,  and  submitted  to  all  who 
are  interested. 

34. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Select  Vestry,  from  the 
general  assessment  of  property  throughout  the 
Parish ;  and  when  any  inequality  is  shown  to 
exist,  it  is  rectified  at  the  Select  Vestry. 

E.  a  F. 

35. — As  long  as  the  principal  Rate-payers  are  agreed, 
there  is  no  opposition ;  and  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  a  Vestry  proceeding  to  a  Vote. 

35. — The  principal   Inhabitants,  and  largest  Rate- 
payers in  the  Parish,  are  members    of  the 
Select  Vestry,  and  act  in  harmony  with  the 
Parish  Officers.     A  General  Vestry  of  the 
Parishioners  is  called  twice  or  oftener  in  every 
year,  as  circumstances  require,  to  lay  before 
them  the  proceedings  of  the  Select  Vestry. 

E.  C.  F. 

36. — In  this  immediate  neighbourhood  diminishing, 
but  not  to  the  extent  of  many  other  places, 
where  the  land  is  in  a  state  of  neglect,  and 
consequently  unemployed  Labourers  to  the  num- 
ber of  20  to  80  in  a  Parish ;  occasioned  by  loss 
of  Farming  capital,  and  greatly  increased  by  the 
neglect  of  cultivation. 

36. — Rather  on  the  decline;  more  from  the  low  price 
of  grain,  &c.,  than  from  the  Poor  Laws.  The 
Rates  of  Bexley  Parish  have  been  lower  since 
1822,  than  during  the  eleven  years  before. 

E.  a  F 

37. — Diminishing,  as  their  means  of  supporting  their 
Families  lessen  ;  they,  finding  they  cannot  sub- 
sist as  they  used  to  do,  without  aid  from  the 
Parish,  are  very  indifferent  as  to  the  extent  of 
that  aid. 

• 

37. — Decreasing ;  principally  owing  to  the  beer-houses, 
and  also  trusting  to  the  Parish  for  support 
immediately  when  out  of  work.         E.  C.  F. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


B  A  R  H  A  M.  (3) 


John  Pope,  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

28. — Never. 


29. — If  they  are  regular  Men,  no  distinction  is  made ;  if  they  are  extra,  occasionally  employed,  they  seldom  get 
quite  so  much  ;  though  no  distinction  is  made  between  the  married  and  unmarried.  For  regular  Work- 
men, the  preference  is  generally  given  to  Men  with  Families. 


30. — About  4s.  Gd.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 


31. — About  the  same  as  last  year. 


32. — Neither ;  but  I  may  be  called  a  permanent  Overseer,  although  I  do  not  go  under  that  name,  having  served 
the  office  18  years. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


34. — There  has  never  been  any  objection  to  the  charge  made  by  the  Parish  Officers  on  the  Rate-payers. 


35. — We  have  not  had  occasion  to  call  a  Vesti'y  Meeting,  respecting  the  Rate,  the  last  10  years:  every  one 
seems  satisfied  respecting  its  equality. 


36.  — I  consider  agricultural  capital,  upon  the  whole,  has  been  gradually  diminishing  in  this  neighbourhood  for 

the  last  15  years.  The  cause  is,  the  consequence  of  the  expenses  attending  the  cultivation  of  land  being 
too  great  according  to  the  price  of  corn.  The  Farmer  wants  relief  in  the  repeal  of  all  Taxes  on  the 
necessaries  of  life,  together  with  a  less  burthensome  Tithe  system  (Rents  in  this  Parish  are  not  oppres- 
sive). In  fact,  he  wants  something  to  stimulate  him  to  greater  exertions.  If  he  could  see  his  way  to 
certain  profits  on  the  Farm,  he  would  find  means  to  employ  more  labour,  and  this  would  be  facilitated 
if  the  aforesaid  Duties  were  to  be  removed,  and  the  Tithes  commuted  ;  and  would  have  the  effect  of  greatly 
diminishing  the  Poor  Rates,  inasmuch  as  a  greater  number  of  Labourers  would  be  employed,  and  they 
 would  be  supported  at  much  less  expence. 

37.  — A  certain  proportion  of  them  are  about  the  same  as  formerly;  but  the  greater  number,  I  think,  are  worse; 

and  there  certainly  have  been  causes  for  making  them  so.  The  distress  which  overtook  the  Agriculturist 
threw  great  numbers  out  of  employ;  these  were  necessarily  drawn  to  the  Parish  for  support,  and  although 
they  went  reluctantly  at  first,  it  soon  became  familiar  to  them,  and  now,  perhaps,  they  are  amongst  the 
boldest  in  demanding  relief.  Thus,  then,  the  times  have  debased  many  a  good  Labourer  into  poverty 
and  improvidence,  who  otherwise  would  have  been  a  good  and  useful  member  of  society. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  I  D  B  0  R  0  U  G  H.  (3) 

BOUGHTON  MONCHELSEA.  (l) 

John  Snashall,  Wtn.  Jeffrey,  Overseers. 

Thos.  Rider,  J.  P.  and 

Ediut  Hodges,  Assistant  Overseer. 

J8.— 

28. — An   attempt  has  been  made,  but  it  did  not 
succeed. 

Qt\       A  <-  ^Avfain  timp*5  liiif  Tint  orpnprallv 

29.^— Not  with  eouallv  cood  ^'^orkmen.  anr]  a  annd 

Master. 

30. — At  85.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent  for  the  last 
year. 

30. — 85.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased  2s.  in  the  pound. 

d^."~"iNoi  any. 

32.«<«»No  Select  Vestrv.  but  an  Assistant  Ovfrsppr 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the 
consent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  occupiers  and 
inhabitants. 

33.— 

34. — On  a  rental  set  by  a  valuation  of  the  parish  by 
two  appraisers. 

34.— 

35.-— The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  do  not  de- 
cide without  the  concurrence  of  the  inhabitants. 

• 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — ^Diminishing  daily,  and  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws ;  but  to  the 
weight  of  Taxation,  and  the  change  in  the  cur- 
rency. 

37.— 


37. — We  have  Labourers  of  all  kinds.  Generally 
speaking,  the  young  and  unmarried  are  the  most 
idle  and  profligate. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  R  E  N  C  H  L  E  Y.  (i) 

CHALK.  (3) 

Henry  Edivards, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Jsrovon,  J.  Jr. 

28. — No,  they  are  not. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction,  if  equally  able. 

29. — There  is  no  other  difference  than  giving  the  mar- 
ried Men  with  Families  the  preference  of  piece-work,  by 
which  they  earn  better  wages.  The  single  able  Men  have  2j. 
a  day,  excepting  in  haying  and  Harvest. 

30. — 12s.  in  the  pound  at  four-fifths  of  the  Rack-rent. 

30.— 

31. — Diminished  Is.  in  the  pound. 

31. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  call  a  Vestry 
to  make  a  Poor  Rate,  and  decide  what  Rate  is 
to  be  made  after  the  Expenditure  is  laid  before 
them. 

33. — Generally  speaking,  a  Vestry  is  called  before  a 
Rate  is  made.    The  amount  to  be  levied  is 
determined  according  to  what  the  Overseer  is 
likely  to  want  within  a  given  time  for  the  relief 
of  the  Poor. 

34. — The  Rate  is  assessed  on  an  ad  valorem  made 
October  25th,  1828,  in  which  each  Rate  Payer 
is  fairly  rated. 

34. — A  General  Vestry  called  for  the  purpose.  An  esti- 
mate of  Land  and  Houses  taken,  the  Rate  ap- 
portioned upon  each  occupier,  so  that  every  one 
should  pay  his  fair  and  equal  proportion  upon 
the  Pound  Rent. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  with  both  the  Overseers  at- 

idj\.t    dt    tiic    v  Coti  y    i.vj.ccLiijy  Sj     allCl     vVlLIl  liiG 

Parishioners  there  present  state  the  amount  of 
Relief  to  be  given,  and  the  Overseers  pay  the 
same  to  each. 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestry  take 
pail  in  ueciuing  aii  maueis  relative  to  rtatmg, 
and  also  to  the  distribution  of  such  Rate;  in 
fact,  all  persons  who  are  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute, especially  those  who  pay  most,  make  it 
their  business  (it  being  greatly  their  interest  so 
to  do)  to  see  that  it  is  done  with  equal  justice  to 
all  concerned. 

36.— 

36. — It  fluctuates  according  to  the  price  of  wheat, 
but,  upon  the  whole,  I  consider  that  it  is  dimi- 
nished. The  cause  is  certainly  the  Poor  Laws. 
The  increase  of  Poor  Rates  has  been  very  great 
within  a  few  years,  which  operates  the  same, 
and  has  the  same  effect,  as  an  exorbitant  Rent. 

37.— 

37. — It  is  certainly  not  diminished.     I  consider  that 
there  are  more  Labourers  employed  upon  a  given 
quantity  of  land,  say  100  acres,  than  used  to  be 
35  years  ago.    The  Labourers  in  constant  employ 
have  not  altered  ;  but  such  who,  from  want  of  con- 
stant employ,  fall  into  bad  habits,  &c.  may,  in  some 
instances,  be  altered.    There  are  some  as  good 
workmen  as  formerly,  and  some,  I  think,  worse. 
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•  County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  H  E  V  E  N  I  N  G.  (3) 

CHIDDINGSTONE.  (3) 

Thomas  fVnring, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

H.  Streatfield. 

28. — No. 

28. — An  apportionment  according  to  the  number  of 

acres  has  been  tried  repeatedly  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years;  but  not  being  compulsory,  it  has  not  fully  answered, 
and  Eo  the  plan  has  been  dropped. 

29. — No. 

29. — Single  Men  are  employed  at  less  wages  by  some 
few  individuals,  and  always  when  employed  by 
the  Parish. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound  this  year,  on  three  fourths  of  a 

valuation  taken  in  1811,  in  many  instances  as  high  as  Rent 
paid. 

30. — From  10s.  to  lis.  in  the  pound  (including  High- 
way and  Church  Rates),  at  a  low  valuation. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Slightly  increased. 

32. — Select  Vestry  discontinued ;  Assistant  Overseer 
continued ;  effect  considered  good. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  with 

a  salary,  who  is  also  Assistant  Surveyor  of  the  Roads,  and 
Collector  of  all  the  Rates,  which  (if  the  Assistant  be  a  good  one) 
is  an  eligible  plan. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  make  a  Rate  every  6 
months,  as  near  as  they  can  judge,  to  meet  the 
expences  Hkely  to  be  incurred,  and  which  they 
can  very  nearly  estimate  by  the  ^pences  of  the 
preceding  6  months. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  assisted,  in 
Vestry,  by  the  chief  inhabitants. 

34-. — The  Rental  of  the  Parish  has  been  made  out  by  a 
valuation,  or  survey,  and  the  Rates,  so  much  in 
the  pound,  assessed  on  that  Rental. 

34;. — As  above,  by  the  General  Vestry. 

5. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  only  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  Question  33,  and  giving  relief  to 
paupers 

35. — The  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Overseer  may  some- 
times be  taken,  as  more  immediately  acquainted 
with  some  particular  details,  but  the  Occupiers 
assembled  in  Vestry,  togetlier  with  the  Over- 
seers and  Churchwardens,  manage  and  decide. 

36.— 

36. — Certainly  diminishing;  and,  amongst  other  causes, 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  Poor  Rates,  and 
the  operation  (though  not  much  to  the  bad  ad~ 
Tfiinistration)  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

• 

37. — Those  Labourers  who  have  good  employment, 
especially  by  the  piece,  are  as  good  workmen  as 
formerly;  but  the  number  which  is  constantly^ 
employed  on  Parish  work,  on  the  roads,  &c. 
has  introduced  a  very  careless  and  idle  mode  ot 
working  among  them. 

i 

I 

County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  H  I  L  H  A  M.  (3) 

C  H  I  S  L  E  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 

James  B,  Wildinan,  J.  P. 

Viscount  Sydney, 
John  Gravett,  Vestry  Clerk,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28.— No. 

29. — There  is  some  difference,  but  less  lately,  since  the 
Magistrates  have  recommended  none  to  be 
made. 

29. — No  distinction  when  employed  by  individuals  in 
this  Pai  ish.  The  practice  is  common  with  the 
Farmers  in  most  other  Parishes. 

30. — 3s.  Qd.  in  the  pound,  at  half  Rack-rent. 

30. — On  an  average  5s.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirdb  o 
Rack-rent. 

31. — Neither. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32.  There  "was  a  Select  Vestry,  but  it  has  been  dis- 
continued. The  effect  was  a  better  employment 
of  the  Labourers. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  paid  Assistant  Overseer, 

who  is  Governor  of  the  Workhouse,  and  lives  there,  which  has 
been  found  to  answer  ;  he  also  superintends  the  Men  at  work. 

33. — Two  Rates  are  collected  yearly,  the  larger  amount 
first ;  when  a  second  is  required,  a  Vestry  is 
called,  and  the  amount  to  be  raised  discussed 
and  decided  by  the  Parishioners  present. 

33. — By  order  in  Vestry. 

34. — This  Parish  was  valued  by  five  competent  Pa- 
rishioners the  valuation,  which  varies  only  as 
occupations  change,  determines  each  person's 
share  of  Rate.  The  Rate  Book  is  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Parishioners.  By  this  course, 
the  expence  of  Surveyors  to  value  the  Parish  was 
saved,  but  where  the  Parishioners  do  not  agree, 
that  is  the  most  common  course. 

34. — The  Vestry,  by  a  valuation  throughout  the  Pa- 
rish, taken  in  March  1830. 

35' — The  Overseers  in  Vestry  vote  only  as  Parishioners, 
and  the  majority  assembled  in  Vestry  decide  all 
questions  relating  to  Parish  matters. 

35. — The  Overseer's  Accounts  are  examined  every 
month,  they  being  present;  and  when  a  Rate 
is  necessary,  it  is  granted  by  the  Vestry. 

36. — In  this  Parish  there  has  been  very  Htlle  variation 
for  some  years  past. 

36' — Diminishing:   there  are  various  causes  besides 

the  Poor  Laws,  and  totally  unconnected  with  them,  to  which 
that  may  be  attrihiited.  Rents  certainly  are  lower,  and  continue 
to  decrease.  So  far  the  Poor  Laws  have  a  material  eflect  on 
Agricultural  Labour  by  the  rapid  increase  of  Poor  Rates 
within  the  last  few  years,  particularly  by  the  practice  of 
Parishes  sending  home  large  Families  to  their  own  settlements, 
and  Farmers  employing  solely  their  own  poor  in  their  Parishes. 
All  this  neighbourhood  is  rather  better  off  than  most  of  Kent, 
but  the  Rates  increase  annually. 

37. — There  is  no  alteration  in  those  constantly  em- 
ployed. Those  who  are  out  of  work  generally, 
I  should  say,_/ar  worse,  as  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing employment  for  them  is  greatly  increased ; 
and  the  bad  characters  are  those  so  situated. 


37. — The  Labourers  in  this  Parish  are  supposed  to  be 
about  as  good  workmen  as  formerly.  In  the 
neighbourhood,  industry,  in  many  Parishes,  is 
diminishing;  that  is,  they  will  not  work,  a  s 
long  as  they  can  poach,  or  get  their  Families  in 
any  way  supported  by  the  Parish. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHISLETT.  (1) 

C  O  B  H  A  M.  (S) 

T.  Neame. 

Chairman  of  Select  Vestry. 

Wm.  Lake. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — No  difference  is  made. 

SC- 

SC- 

SI.— 

SI.- 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  principal 
inhabitants,  at.  their  Vestry  Meeting,  sign  their 
names  to  the  Rate,  which  is  allowed  by  the  sig- 
nature of  two  Magistrates.    This  answer  is 
applicable  to  the  two  following  questions. 

33. — The  Parishioners  decide  according  to  the  de- 
mands made  upon  them. 

34.— 

34. — All  the  property  in  the  Parish  is  equally  rated  by 
ad  valorem^  which  decides  the  sum  each  Parish- 
ioner has  to  pay. 

35.— 

35.— The  Overseers,  assisted  by  the  Parishioners,  de- 
cide all  Parish  matters  in  Vestry. 

36. — The  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  neighbourhood 
is  diminishing  from  various  causes :  from  an  in- 
crease of  pauperism,  the  withdrawing  the  One 
Pound  Notes,  free  trade,  indirect  taxation, 
and  our  not  having  sufficient  protection  for 
agricultural  produce  against  the  foreigner. 


37. — The  Labourers  that  have  constant  employ  ai'e  as 
industrious  as  ever :  unfortunately  there  are  a 
great  many  out  of  employ,  in  consequence  of 
the  inability  of  the  Farmer  to  pay  them. 


36. — In  some  instances  more  capital  is  required  in 
this  Parish :  generally  speaking,  the  poor  lands 
are  in  a  very  bad  state  for  want  of  it,  and  cer- 
tainly get  worse,  occasioned  by  the  increase  of 
Parochial  Rates,  &c.,  and  low  prices. 


)7. — The  Labourers  are  not  worse  workmen  than  for- 
merly, in  my  opinion. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


E  A  S  T  R  Y.  (3) 

E  D  E  N  B  R  I  D  G  E.  (3) 

Anonymous. 
Henry  Upton,  33,  Si,  35. 

James  Holmden,  Farmer  and  Assistant  Overseer  under 
the  direction  of  the  Vestry. 

28. — No ;  in  part  it  has  been  done,  not  so  as  to  em- 
ploy all  the  Labourers.  Some  of  the  principal  parishioners 
were  averse  to  the  plan,  and  those  favourable  to  it  did  not  follow 
it  up  far  enough. 

28. — They  were  last  year  apportioned  out,  one  Man  to 
every  1  Gl.  rental ;  and  there  were  then  about 
20  Men  out  of  employ. 

29. — In  some  instances,  where  the  single  men  are  very 
young,  and  adapted  for  servants. 

29. — No. 

30.— From  25th  March  1831,  to  March  25.  !  1832, 

7s.  Gd.  in  the  pound,  supposed,  according  to  the  last  valuation 
of  the  Parish,  at  two  thirds  of  the  Rack-ient. 

30. — We  consider  full  lis.  in  the  pound  upon  Rack- 
rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31.: — Rather  increased. 

32. 

32. — We  have  had  a  Select  Vestry,  and  we  consider  no 
good  has  arisen ;  we  have  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  we  think  answers  a  good  purpose. 

33. — The  Parishioners  present  at  the  Meeting  held 
weekly.                                          H.  U. 

33. — This  is  done  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Ovier- 
seers,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  in  Vestry, 
assembled  agreeably  to  notice  given  for  that 
purpose ;  and  each  Rate  is  signed  by  the  Ma- 
gistrate. Generally  about  3  or  4  Rates  in  the 
year. 

34. — As  above,                                         H.  U. 

34. — The  Gentlemen  in  Vestry  assembled. 

35. — This  Question  is  answered  by  the  two  preceding 
Replies,  there  being  no  particular  interference 
either  by  the  Overseers  or  the  Vestry. 

H.  U. 

 r  

35. — I  think  not  one  more  than  the  other,  save  the 
Assistant.  Uverseer,  who  does  the  greater  part 
of  the  Parish  business. 

36. — No ;  not  to  the  Poor  Laws  in  particular. 
• 

36. — Diminishing,  and  in  great  measure  through  being 
so  burdened  with  Poor. 

37. — Not  such  good  workmen  generally  as  formerly, 

which  must  be  attributed  to  their  not  living  so  well  as  they  did 
some  years  since,  that  is  to  say,  jyrevious  to  the  last  war.  At 
that  period  every  respectable  Labourer  brewed  his  own  beer, 
now  none.  The  reluctance  with  regard  to  applying  to  the 
Parish  for  relief,  is,  as  before  stated,  not  now  felt ;  from  which 
cause  they  marry  much  earlier  than  they  used,  having  neither 
house  nor  regular  employment,  which,  of  course,  must  be  in- 
jurious to  them, 

37. — From  the  inability  of  Farmers,  the  Labourers 
have  less  encouragement  than  they  formerly 
had,  and  we  consider  them  not  so  good  work- 
men in  consequence. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


E  G  E  R  T  O  N. 


Thomas  Belts. 


(3) 


28- — Labourers  apportioned  by  acreage,  but  not  till 
last  November. 


29. — Sinjrie  Mon  have  tlirec-fourths  of  the  wages  of 
married  Men. 


30. — 1/.  55.  at  Rack-rent. 


SI. — Decreased. 


32. — Neither. 


— The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  other  Pa- 
rishioners iu  Vestry:  we  do  not  make  a  R;ite 
for  any  given  time,  but  as  our  expenditure 
requires. 


84. — A  Rental  is  set  by  valuation,  nominated  by  tiie 
Pari>h,  who  set  a  sum  upon  each  occupation, 
to  be  rated  ad  valorem. 


35, — The  Overseers  and  Cluirchwardens  take  part  in 
all  matters  relating  to  all  Parish  affairs,  with  a 
Select  Vestry,  established  in  March  last;  pre- 
viously to  that  time,  the  Parishioners  with  the 
Officers. 


36, — Agricultural  capital  is  greatly  diminishing. 


f7. — We  think  the  Labourers  to  be  increasing  in  their 
industry. 


FARNINGHAM. 


Robert  Smith. 


(3) 


28. — Employed  according  to  Rental. 


29. — None. 


30. — 7s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  Rental. 


31. — Doubled  in  the  last  five  years. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry  :  an  Assistant  Overseer. 


33. — It  is  customary  in  our  Parish  to  levy  each  Rate 
at  \s.  6(1.  in  the  pound  on  all  rateable  property; 
the  Overseer  applies  for  another  Rate  when  the 
old  one  is  exhausted,  which  is  allowed  by  the 
Vestry  after  duly  examining  his  Accounts,  and 
then  signed  l)y  two  Magistrates. 


34. — The  property  in  the  Parish  was  valued  some  time 
since;  no  one  has  power  to  alter  it,  except  the 
majority  of  the  Parish  wiohes  a  fresh  valuation. 


3.5. — Neither  the  Overseer  nor  Vestry  ever  interfere 
with  the  Rale,  except  there  is  an  increase  of 
rateable  property,  which  is  rated  by  the  Vestry. 


36. — The  increasing  Rates  must  ultimately  l&sen  the 
value  of  land. 


37. — Industry  diminishing, 
as  formerly. 


Not  so  good  workmen  as 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


F  A  V  E  R  S  H  A  M,  (3) 

G  I  L  L  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (2) 

fvi  nam  tiius,     f  Overseers. 
jLawtira  tracker,  J 

mupL  Tin KPr^ 

Churchwarden. 

28.— 

28.— 

• 

29.— 

29. — Not  much,  if  any. 

SC- 

30.— 

SI.— 

31.— 

32.— 

32— 

33. — The  Accounts  are  all  read  over,  and  if  any  items 
appear  extravagant,  the  Parishioners  whether  they 
shall  be  allowed  so  that  the  manner  is  chiefly  after 
the  43  EMzabeth,  and  the  discretion  in  the  Parish- 
ioners whether  it  shall  be  Is.  or  'Is.  Book  or  Rate, 
the  number  ot  which  Books  or  Rates  the  necessities 
of  the  Poor  determine. 

33.— 

34. — In  1829,  dissatisfaciion  jn'ose  in  this  Parish  at  the 
inequality  of  tiie  Poor  Rate;  it  was  then  deter- 
mined by  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry,  that  the 
whole  of  the  property  in  the  Parish  should  bfe 
revalued,  and  each  Rate-payer  should  pay  on 
three  fifths  of  the  Surveyor's  valuation. 

34.— 

35. — The  interference  in  Vestry  is  indiscriminate;  but 

u  i>           11  It,     T        1  y    1 1 1  c  vy  V  (ri  scrt  lo    titivc.    llic  tll~ 

rangement  and  responsibility,  though  they  are 
assisted  by  a  Board. 

36.— 

• 

36.— 

36. — This  capital  is  now  diminishin<r;  and  whilst  the 

provision  for  the  Pcor  continues  to  be  so  unequally  charired 
upon  tlie  land,  and  the  capital  employed  in  its  cultivationr  as 
compared  with  that  invested  in  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  also  that  arising  from  other  sources,  it  must  go  on  dimi- 
nishing, and  if  some  material  change  does  not  very  soon  take 
place)  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  whole  Rent  will  be 
absorbed  in  the  Poor's  Rate. 

37.— 

• 

37. — Tlieie  is  no  want  of  industry  in  this  Pali^h,  but 

great  want  of  employment  for  industrious  Labourers,  11  2  of 
whom  receive  assistance  from  the  Parish ;  and  while  the  Go- 
vernment continues  to  substitute  cotivict  labour  for  /wnea 
labour,  the  Poor's  Hate,  which  is  now  7s.  in  the  pound,  and 
amounts  to  near  4000/.  a  year,  will  continue  to  increase,  and 
able-bodied  Labourers  will  ultimately  be  obliged  to  seek  for 
employment  in  other  countries,  when 'they  might,  with  increas- 
ing proht  and  general  advantage  to  the  country,  maintain 
themselves  at  home. 

u 
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County  of"  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


G  O  U  D  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 

Samuel  Johnson,  Churchwarden.       William  Williams,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 
Isaac  Bates,  Overseer.  Giles  Miller. 


28. — Eaeh  occupier  employs  whom  he  chooses.  S.  J. 

LB. 


29. — In  few  or  no  instances ;  generally  not  any. 
No. 

S.  J.       L  B. 

G.M. 

30. — About  1  Is.  at  four  fifths  of  Rack-rents, 

S.J. 
LB. 

SI. — Much  the  same. 

S.J 
LB. 

32. — We  have  both,  with  good  effect. 

S.  J 
L  B. 

33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the  general  Vesti'y. 
The  Vestry,  upon  the  application  of  the  Overseers. 

G.  M. 
W.  W. 

34. — The  Rate  is  made  upon  a  valuation ;  land  being  rated  at  three  fourths  and  houses  at  one  half  of  an 
assumed  Rack-rent,  which  was  revised  about  two  years  ago,  and  will  probably  continue  unaltered  for 
many  years.    The  previous  valuation  was  acted  upon  for  30  years.  G.  M. 

The  proportion  is  fixed  by  a  valuation  of  the  Parish  made  two  years  ago,  W.  W. 


35. — When  the  money  in  the  Overseers'  hands  is  exhausted,  they  call  a  Vestry  "  to  assist  them  in  making  a 
Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor;  "  at  which  they  produce  an  estimate  of  their  probable  expenditure  for 
the  next  three  or  six  months,  or  any  other  period,  and  the  Vestry  grant  a  Rate  according  to  that 
estimate,  which,  though  discussed,  is  never  reduced :  the  Vestry  decide  whether  the  period  over  which 
the  Rate  is  to  extend  shall  be  long  or  short.  G.  TJ. 

The  Overseers  when  they  want  money  call  a  Vestry,  and  state  the  amount  they  shall  probably  want  for  the 
next  six  months ;  the  Rate  is  made  and  signed  by  the  inhabitants  present.  W.  W. 


36.  — Diminished  in' most  instances:  the  mode  of  administering  the  Poor  Laws  has  certainly  been  very 

injurious.  S.J.       L.  B. 

The  prevailing  opinion  is,  that  agricultural  capital  is  diminishing.    I  doubt  the  fact,  at  least  to  the  extent 

to  which  it  is  supposed,  if  capital  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  measured  by  bushels  of  wheat,  and  not  by  pounds  sterling.  I  can  find  an  ample 
cause  for  all  the  diminution  which  may  have  taken  place,  from  the  style  of  legislation  on  the  Currency  and  Corn  Laws  for  the  last 
15  years.  My  local  experience  would  lead  me  to  say,  that  a  desire  in  many  Farmers  to  oppress  the  Tithe-owner,  per  fas  atque  nefas,  has 
had  more  to  do  with  the  diminution  of  capital  than  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  however  faulty.  The  retrograde  movement  of 
some  Parishes  compared  with  others  possessing  no  greater  advantages,  natural  or  acquired,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  cause  last 
mentioned. 

37.  — We  suppose  there  are  a  greater  number  of  indifferent  workmen  than  formerly.  S.J.        L  B. 

It  is  said  to  be  diminishing  :  I  doubt  it,  where  they  are  employed  by  the  piece,  G.  M. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


247  c 


County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  I  G  H  H  A  L  D  E  N.  (3) 

ST.  MICHAEL,  HARBLEDOWN.  (2) 

lA/^titinwi   rill  VP  n 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Churchwarden. 

28. — No. 

28. — Not  in  this  Parish. 

29.— No. 

29. — None. 

30. — 9s.  in  the  pound  Poor  Rate,  on  a  valuation  of 
three  fourths  the  Rack-rent. 

30. — 6's.  in  the  pound  by  the  year,  at  two  thirds  of 
Rack-rent. 

31. — Diminished  in  a  small  degree. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer  is  ap- 
pointed.   The  effect  good. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    No  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  rated  In- 
habitants, 

33. — When  the  Churchwardens  are  called  upon,  a 
Vestry  is  holden  by  the  Parishioners  for  grant- 
ing a  Rate  of  2s.  in  the  pound,  in  general  three 
times  every  year. 

31. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  rated  In- 
habitants. 

34. — According  to  a  valuation  of  all  lands  and  tene- 
ments in  the  Parish. 

5.  — The  Parish  Officers  and  rated  Inhabitants  act  on 
terms  of  equality. 

35. — By  a  Vestry  called  in  the  Church,  ihree  days 
previous  to  sitting,  when  every  subject  brought 
before  them  is  carried  by  a  majority  of  Votes. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing;  being  burdened  with  Poor. 

37.— 

37. — Diminishing :  about  the  same  class  of  workmen. 

P.  U  (bO— Part  IIL 


u  u  3 


248  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  R  R  I  E  T  S  H  A  M.  (1) 

H  A  R  T  L  I  P.  (1) 

Nicholas  Murion, 

Churchwarden. 

Wm.  Bland,  Jun. 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — From  4s.  to  5s.  per  week. 

29. — None,  if  at  steady  employment. 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32. — 

32. — 

33, — Public  notice  is  given  in  the  Church  for  the 
Parishioners  to  meet  in  Vestry  to  make  a  Rate 
for  tlie  relief  of  the  Poor,  at  which  Meeting  it 
is  determined  what  amount  shall  be  raised, 
which  determination  is  then  signed  by  the 
Churchwarden  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  highest  Rate-payers  assembled  in  Vestry. 

34. — This  is  decided  by  nn  ad  valorem  valuation,  taken 
in  1825,  of  all  rateable  property  in  the  Parish. 

34, — Tiie  value  of  all  houses  and  lands  has  been  as- 
certained by  a  valuation,  according  to  which 
each  occu^iant  is  rated. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Ve.-lry  take  equal  part  in  de- 
ciding all  matters  relative  to  Parish  business, 
and  any  difficult  case  is  determined  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Officers  and  Parishioners  then  pre- 
sent. 

35. — There  is  no  further  interference  than  a  friendly 
discussion  between  all  parties. 

86. — Diminishing  very  fast ;  materially  owing  to  the 
burden  of  the  Poor's  Rate. 

36. — Rather  increasing  within  the  last  two  years. 
Caused  by  fair  crops  and  the  improvetl  rate  of 
prices  in  the  Corn  Bill  during  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  administration. 

S7. — They  are  not  so  industrious  as  formerly. 

37. — Good  Labourers  in  constant  employ,  either  by 
the  grate  or  day,  are  as  industrious  now  as  ever. 
But  these  who  have  no  regular  employihent  are 
rather  indolent,  from  their  spirit  being  broken, 
and  being  not  so  well  fed  as  in  the  former  case. 

Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Kknt — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  W  K  H  U  R  S  T.   •  (3) 

•HO  ESMOND  EN.  (i) 

John  Cobb.  Peter  Pope,  Assistant  Overseer.  Thomas  Barrow, 
Churchwarden,  &  Wm.  Jewhurst,  Overseer,  33,34,35. 

Edward  Apps,          1  r\ 

#■  vJverseers 
William  Happerton,  j 

28.— No.                                                       P.  P. 

28. — No  fixed  rule  of  employment. 

29. — None,  as  stated  to  me  by  the  Parish  Officers. 

J.  a 

No.                               p.p.  . 

29. — No  distmction. 

30. — 105.  in  the  pound  on  full  value.  P.P. 

30. — 13s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased  about  Is.  in  the  pound.  P.P. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer  appointed  ; 
the  effect  gooil. 

32. — Yes. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  assisted  by  an 
Assistant  Overseer  and  a  Select  Vestry,  make  a 
Rate  once  a  quarter. 

T.  B. 
W.J. 
P.P. 

33.— 

34. — It  is  decided  by  a  valuation  made  D  mcmths  airo 
upon  all  lands,  houses,  tenements,  and  tithe, 
and  woodland  in  the  Parish,  by  two  competent 
persons. 

T.B. 

W.J 
P.P. 

34.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  this  Parish, 
assisted  by  a  Select  Vestry,  decide  ail  the*e 
matters  on  an  equality  as  near  as  possible  bv  a 
Rate  made  tor  that  purpose,  which  is  signed  bv 
two  Magistrates  at  the  Petty  Sessions. 

T.B. 
W.  J. 
P.P. 

35.— 

36. — I  believe  that  of  late  it  is  considered  to  be  in- 
creasing, owing  to  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
agricultural  produce.                           J.  C. 

36.— 

37.~Supposed  to  be  decreasing.                      Jl  C. 

37.— 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

H  I  G  H  A  M.  (I) 


George  Lake,  Overseer. 
Thomas  Bentley. 


28. — They  are  not.  G.  L. 


29.  — In  this  Parish  there  is  no  difference  between  the  wages  of  the  married  and  unmarried,  but  the  married  Man 

is  favoured  by  being  more  fully  employed,  and  thus,  in  fact,  his  earnings  are  more  than  those  of  the 
single  Man.                                                  ^  T.  B. 

Not  any^  G.  L. 

30.  — 5s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  about  half  the  Rack-rent.  G.  L. 

31.  — Rather  increased.  G.  L. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  ;  and  the  effect  has  been  beneficial  to  the  Parish.       G.  L. 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled  for  that  purpose.  G.  L. 


34.. — A  Committee,  chosen  from  among  the  Parishioners,  was  the  last  decision  for  that  purpose.  G.  L. 


35,_^Both ;  by  obtaining  the  opinion  and  sanction  of  the  majority  of  the  Parishioners  at  a  Vestry  called  for  the 
special  purpose.    We  have  no  Select  Vestry.  G.  L. 


36.  The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  is  certainly  diminishing,  and  this  must  in  part  be  attributed  to  the 

amount  of  surplus  Labourers  thrown  upon  the  Farmer  for  support.  But  this  cause  alone  is  not  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  whole  diminution,  the  greater  part  of  which  must  rather  be  imputed  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  price  of  agricultural  produce  to  repay  the  cost  of  cultivation.  T.  B. 


37. — Idleness  is  not  the  characteristic  of  a  Labourer  in  husbandry:  no  one  works  harder  when  at  task-work; 
but  the  late  want  of  employment,  which  has  thrown  him  so  much  upon  the  Parish,  has  made  him  careless 
and  improvident.  He  is  as  anxious  to  earn  as  ever,  but  he  makes  no  provision  for  the  future,  even  when 
his  wages  are  good.  Could  constant  employment  be  procured  for  him  as  heretofore,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  by  proper  management  his  habits  of  independence  might  be  restored.  He  is  as  competent  to  perform 
all  the  operations  of  husbandry  as  ever.  ^' 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  LAWRENCE,  (Isle  of  Thanet.)  (3) 

LEIGH.  (3) 

Gilbert  Bedford, 

Churchwarden. 

Wm.  Young, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — They  are  not. 
• 

29. — No. 

29. — Not  any. 

 t  .  ■ 

30. — 75.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  half  the 
Rental  of  the  Land. 

30. — At  85.  6a'.  in  the  pound,  at  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Uverseer. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  principal 
Rate- payers,  at  regular  Vestry  Meetings,  called 
quarterly  for  the  purpose. 

33. — The  Officers  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish, 
in  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  principal 
Rate-payers,  according  to  an  ad  valorem  of  the 
Parish  made  in  1801. 

• 

3'1-. — The  Inhabitants  being  equally  assessed  according 
to  their  respective  valuations. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.    The  Churchwardens, 

l)vprsppr<5   nnn  nrmnnal  ri atp— navpvi  ripnnp  ill 

\^v^io^^io,  diiu   ij  1  J 11  ^1  |/<iL  xt;cti^— ijd y O  UW^1U\^  ulx 

these  matters  equally  alike. 

• 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  by  the  majority  of  the 
Olfipprs;  niifl  ntlipr  Inhabitants  nresent 

V^lilVd  O    UlJU  Vyifllwl      Xll  llU  k/ 1  mil           1^1  V>  0\.  11  Ir  . 

/ 

36. — Diminishing.    I  think  the  present  mode  of  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws  tends  to  diminish  it. 

36.— 

37. — About  the  same. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 

ANSWERS. 

LENHAM.  (1) 

28.- 

Charles  Parkin,  Vicar.    George  Powell,  Churchwarden. 
John  Payne,  Assistant  Overseer. 

• 

29.- 

—On  the  road,  Man  and  Wife,  10s.;  single,  7s.  6d.    On  the  land,  I  believe,  there  is  no  difFerence.    C.  P. 
There  are  but  few  single  Men  get  employment;  some  give  them  Is.  per  day,  others  ls.6d.:  when  they 

employ  them,  a  married  Man  gets  2s.  3d.                                                                          G.  P. 
A  very  great  difference.    A  married  Man  has  2s.  3d.  per  day,  and  a  single  Man  Is.  6d.            J.  P. 

30.- 

31.- 

32.- 

33.— 


34. 

-V 


35.— 


36. — Diminishing:  in  this  Parish  more  than  2000/,  a  year  is  expended  in  unproductive  labour,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  the  land  is  becoming  daily  in  a  worse  state  of  cultivation,  and  consequently  the  means  of  raising  this 
sum  daily  diminishing  :  thus  the  Fanner  is  compelled  to  employ  fewer  hands,  or  sacrifice  his  capital ;  by  the 
former  measure  he  increases  the  Rate,  already  as  much  as  lie  can  pay  ;  by  the  latter  he  ruins  himself.    C.  P. 

Decreasing.  We  are  compelled  to  keep  an  increased  Population.  There  are  but  few  Men  that  can  possibly  exist 
without  employment,  who  will  invest  their  capital  in  Farming,  to  be  subject  to  keep  that  Population.  If  they  are 
put  on  the  land,  the  Titheman  conscientiously  takes  his  seventh,  and  escapes  keeping  them  by  his  Rate  diminish- 
ing. G.P. 

The  capital  is  rapidly  diminishing,  and  is  mainly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  heavy  Poor  Rates.  J.  P. 


37. — Decidedly  diminishing;  nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when  a  Man  maintained  in  idleness  (nominally  at 
work  on  the  road)  receives  the  same  as  a  Man  regularly  at  work  on  t!ie  land.  ,  C.  P. 

Very  much  diminishing:  one  third  of  our  Labourers  do  not  work  at  all;  the  greater  number  of  the  re- 
mainder are  much  contaminated ;  the  rising  population  learn  nothing;  the  others  are  forgetting  what 
they  knew,  for  want  of  practice.  G.  P. 

They  are  decidedly  less  industrious,  and  worse  vyforkmen.  .  J-  P- 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  E  W  I  S  H  A  M.  (3) 

M  A  R  D  E  N.  (1) 

Simon  Southorn,  1  r\ 
T  L         J  •       t  Overseers. 

t/  um*  xjuuU'Wi'/tf  I 

P.  Le  Geyt,  Vicar  &  J.  P. 

William  Harris,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — Not  apportioned,  except  occasionally  in  Winter, 
and  then  according  to  an  average  Rent, 

W.  H. 

29. — In  general  practice,  no  distinction. 

— At  the  seasons  when  labour  is  indispensably  re- 
quired, no  difference  is  made ;  at  other  times,  as  in  the  Win- 
ter, there  is  a  difference,  varying  from  about  one  half  to  two 
thirds.                                                          p.  G. 
No  regular  distinction.                                        ff^.  //. 

30. — Average,  3s.;  calculated  at  three  fifths  of  the  esti- 
mated value. 

30. — 1 35.  %d.  in  thepound,  at  Rack-rent,  fromMichaelmas 
1831,  to  Michaelmas  1832.                W.  H. 

31. — The  same. 

31. — Increased  a  little.                               W.  H. 

_  _            XT             .1           n        '1*                                  11  llA. 

32. — No ;  the  jrarish  is  governed  by  a  local  Act  as 
regards  the  Poor. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

W.  H. 

33. — The  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  appointed  under  a 
local  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  for  the  time  being,  are  ex  officio  Guardians. 

33. — A  Vestry  is  always  called  by  the  Overseer  for  the 
parishioners  to  decide  how  much  money  shall  be 
raised.                                        p.  Q. 

Sj!. — The  same  Guardians  of  the  Poor. 

34. — The  sums  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  are  as- 
sessed on  each  by  an  ad  valorem  Rate  made  on 
all  property  throughout  the  Parish.  P.  L.  G. 

35. — See  Answers  to  the  two  preceding  Questions. 

• 

35. — The  Overseers  usually  produce  a  calculation  of 
the  aggregate  sum  required,  specifying  in  detail 
the  items  which  make  up  each  sum,  and  the  Pa- 
rishioners discuss  the  same,  and  decide  by  a 
majority  of  Votes.                        p.  L,  G. 

36. — Certainly  not  increasing. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing,  and  I  attribute  it  partly  to 
the  effect  of  the  present  mode  of  administering 
the  Poor  Laws,  in  which  neither  economy  nor 
regularity  are  sufficiently  attended  to.    I  have 
heard  of  instances  of  Parishes  having  been  much 
relieved  by  good  management  of  the  Poor's  Rate. 

P.  L.  G. 

37. — About  the  same. 

37. — The  greatest  part  are  worse.             p.  Q. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  JOHN,  MARGATE,  (Isle  of  Thanet.)  (1) 

M  I  L  S  T  E  A  D.  (2) 

Daniel  Jarvis, 

Churchwarden. 

Richard  Cooper,  Churchwarden. 
J.  A.  lylaen.  Manor  House. 

28. — No. 

28.— No.                                                    R.  C. 

29. — No  difference  is  made,  excent  betwepn  aood  and 
bad  workmen.                              J.  A.  T. 
No.                                                R.  C. 

30. — 5s.  on  the  average  of  the  whole  of  the  year. 

30. — 4s.  in  the  pound,  rated  at  two-thirds.        It.  C. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

31. — They  have  been  the  same  for  15  years.     R.  C. 

32.— No. 

oz. — xNone.  jx. 

33.— The  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  is  made  by 
the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  &  Parishioners 
generally. 

33. — A  Rate  is  made  out  according  to  the  Assessment 
by  the  Churchwarden  and  Overseers,  and  signed 
by  the  Magistrates.                            R.  C. 

34,. — According  to  a  valuation  made  in  1801,  which 
is  adapted  at  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Vestry 
to  new  buildings  and  improvements  as  they 
arise. 

34-. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers.         R.  C. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  give  notice  of  a  Vestry,  and  the 
Rate  is  made  according  to  their  decision. 

R.  a 

36. — Decreasing;  but  not  attributable  to  any  cause 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36. — It  is  decidedly  increasing,  and  would  do  so  much 
more,  if  the  Farmers  were  obliged  by  law  to  take 
their  equal  proportion  of  the  labouring  Poor;  for, 
even  in  this  Parish,  Milstead,  the  land  could 
support  more  Labourers,  if  they  were  fairly  dis- 
tributed by  a  Labour  Rate  amongst  the  Occu- 
piers. J- 

37. — They  are  not  worse  disposed,  if  they  could  find 
employment. 

37. — The  Labourers  in  the  Parish  of  Milstead  are,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  good  workmen,  well-disposed, 
and  industrious,  because  they  are  all  employed; 
whilst  in  the  next  parish  of  Fimstead  they  are 
proverbially  idle  and  bad  workmen,  because  a 
great  proportion  are  thrown  on  the  Parish  during 
three  quarters  of  the  vear  for  work  or  support. 

J.  A.  T. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


M  I N  S  T  E  R,  (Isle  OF  Sheppey.)  (i) 


G.  B.  Chambers, 

Churchwarden. 


28.— 


2f). — In  some  Parishes  a  distinction  is  made,  but  not  generally  in  this,  unless  working  for  the  Overseer. 


30.— 


31. — Our  expenditure  is  about  7000^.  a  year,  and  increasing. 


32.— 


33.  — Our  Rates  are  quarterly.    The  Assistant  Overseer  makes  out  the  Rate  at  such  amount  as  he  calculates 

will  be  sufficient  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  or  the  majority,  attach 
their  signature  as  a  matter  of  form,  previous  to  the  Magistrates  signing  it.    The  first  information  the 

Parish  have  of  the  Rate  is  by  notice  in  the  Church  that  a  Rate  is  granted,  at    in  the  pound,  to  be 

-  forthwith  collected. 

34.  — The  Rate  is  made  by  a  valuation  taken  about  twenty  years  since.     When  alterations  occur  in  property,  the 

Assistant  Overseer  varies  the  Assessment,  or  sends  a  Surveyor  to  revalue  it.  If  parties  feel  aggrieved, 
they  complain  to  a  Vestry;  if  relief  is  denied,  they  appeal  to  the  Sessions.  By  the  present  arrangement, 
property  is  very  unequally  assessed. 


35. — The  Vestry  have  no  power  in  making  the  Rates,  or  fixing  the  amount,  and,  as  the  Overseer  is  only  com- 
pelled to  pass  his  Accounts  yearly,  have  little  influence  over  the  expenditure.  The  Parish  is  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Assistant  Overseer,  who,  from  patronage  derived  from  the  office,  seems  settled  in  it  for  life,  and  is 
without  check  or  controul.    If  Accounts  were  passed  more  frequently,  it  would  be  an  improvement. 


36. — Diminishing ;  much  land  in  the  hands  of  Proprietors  wanting  tenants.    Our  Poor's  Rate  being  high,  makes 
Farms  in  other  Parishes  more  desirable  than  in  this. 


37.— Certamly  worse,  although  exceptions  are  to  be  made.  As  an  instance  of  the  ill  effect  of  the  Poor  Laws,  it 
is  now  a  common  practice  for  men  who  are  at  steady  work  and  good  wages  to  spend  ail  they  earn,  and  in 
the  event  of  sickness  of  themselves  or  Families,  instantly  to  claim  relief  It  is  very  common  for  Widows  to 
come  and  demand  their  rights;  that  is,  the  allowance  given  to  the  destitute. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


M  A  R  S  T  O  N.  (3) 

N  O  R  T  H  F  L  E  E  T.  (3) 

John  Poore, 

Kector  &  J.  r. 

Wm.  Hubble, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

27. — When  the  greater  number  were  out  of  employ,  they 
were  apportioned  among  the  Farmers  according 
to  their  renting. 

29. — There  is  no  difference. 

30. — Estimated  at  two-thirds  of  the  Rack-rent,  and 
45.  Gd.  in  the  pound. 

30. — 55.  in  the  pound,  at  a  rating  of  three  fourths  the 
Rack-rent. 

31. — As  near  as  possible  the  same. 

3 1 . — Increased. 

32. — We  have  neither. 

32. — We  have,  and  find  it  beneficial. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  In- 
habitants in  Vestry  duly  assembled.  The  Poor 
Rates  are  generally  made  for  six  months. 

33. — A  majority  of  the  Officers  in  Vestry,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Magistrates  of  the  Division. 

34.. — The  Vestry  duly  assembled.    The  irregularity  of 

the  proportion  of  the  value  in  the  different  Parishes  on  which 
the  Poor  Rale  is  made,  is  extremely  inconvenient  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  form  a  correct  esti- 
mate how  far  one  Parish  is  more  burdened  with  Poor  than  the 
adjoining.  For  instance,  my  Parish  of  Rainham  is  at  8s.  in 
the  pound.  The  adjoining  Parish  of  Hartlip  is  11.'!.  in  the 
pound.  Yet  as  the  former  is  taken  at  a  high  valuation,  and 
the  latter  at  a  comparative  low  one,  I  believe  them  to  be 
nearly  on  an  equality. 

34. — The  Rating  has  been  equalized  by  a  Committee  of 
the  Rate-payers,  and  is  now  about  to  be  im- 
proved. 

35. — If  any  question  is  mooted,  it  is  determined  by  the 
V/\toc  nf  thncf  nrpspnt.  as  nrescribed  bv  58  Creo. 
III.  c.  69. 

35. — Generally  done  by  order  of  the  Select  Vestry, 
but  in  some  cases  discretionary  by  the  Over- 
seers. 

36.  Rapidly  diminishing,  but  only  in  a  slight  degree 

attributable  to  the  Poor  Rates. 

36.— 

37. — Certainly  not  increasing.  The  Labourers  are 
not  so  immoral  as  formerly;  but  the  facility  of 
obtaining  relief  in  all  cases  renders  them  less 
provident  than  they  used  to  be,  and  deadens 
the  stimulant  to  exertion. 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  257  c 

County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


N  O  N  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (2) 

IV.  O.  Hammond,  J.  P. 
Edvoard  Cock,  Overseer.       Henry  Spanton,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

28.  — This  system  is  much  desired.    It  was  once  attempted,  but  failed  owing  to  the  opposition  of  one  Occupier. 

W.  O.  H.       E.  a 

29.  — A  preference  is  always  given  to  able  married  Men  with  Families.    Single  Men  are  not  in  request.  They 

will  therefore  work  at  less  wages.  Some  of  the  Farmers  avail  themselves  of  this  advantage,  but  single  «Men  are 
usually  engaged  as  Farm  servants.  Tlie  supply  of  labour  generally  exceeds  the  demand.  Married  Labourers  with 
Families,  if  able  Men,  earn  from  13s.  6d.  to  15s.  Single  Men  can  afford  to  work  at  a  lower  rate.   W.O.H.  E.G. 


30.  — The  Rates  assessed  on  the  real  Rents  reserved  would  amount  to  I5.  3d.  in  the  pound.    The  expenditure 

amounts  annually  to  3  Assessments,  Ss.  9d.  in  the  pound.  W.  O.  H.       E.  C. 

31.  — They  have  preserved  an  even  average  for  some  years  past.    They  are  i-atlier  lower  within  the  last  two 

years.  JV.  O.  H.       E.  C. 

32.  — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer.  W.  O.  H. 

E.  a 

S3. — Decided  in  Vestry  assembled,  composed  of  the  principal  Inhabitants,  selected  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
the  Parish  business  by  a  majority  of  its  members.  H.  S. 


94. — Two  professional  Men  appointed  to  value  the  Parish,  and  to  affix  to  each  occupation  its  respective  amount 
of  Rate.  H.  S. 


55. — In  any  question  before  the  Vestry,  the  Overseers  (like  the  rest  of  the  members)  have  only  one  voice* 
excepting  when  they  are  placed  in  the  Chair,  and  then  they  have  a  casting  voice  when  the  numbers  are 
equal.  "  H.  S. 


36.  — There  is  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Aj^ricultural  Capital  in  this  district  is  diminished.  There 

is  a  general  want  of  "  money,'''  which  represents  capital  in  accumulation,  or  at  least  in  expectation.  It  indicates  either  what  a  Man  has 
already  realised,  or  what  he  has  borrowed  in  the  expectation  of  realising.  The  difficulty  of  procuring  "  money'"  for  rates,  taxes,  wages, 
rent,  and  tradesmen's  bills  proves  that  the  capital  of  the  Agriculturist  is  not  abundant.  There  is  also  less  live  stock  of  sheep  and  cuttle 
than  formerly,  and  consequently  less  manure.  It  is  probable  that  Farmers  generally  expend  on  the  maintenance  and  comfort  and  appear- 
ance of  their  Families,  and  derive  from  the  accommodation  of  the  fixed  capital  of  their  Landlords,  that  which  is  fully  equivalent  to  a  hand- 
some  profit  on  their  own  investment.  But  the  annual  exchange  for  their  nine  tenths  of  produce  is  not  sufficient  to  replace  their  outgoings ; 
consequently  there  will  be  a  progressive  waste  instead  of  increase  of  their  capital.  This  view  of  the  case  is  indicated  by  their  general  habits 
of  domestic  comfort  and  abundance;  the  respectability  of  their  appearance  ;  the  rather  sumptuous  style  in  dress  of  their  Families ;  their 
backwardness  in  employing  Labourers  ;  the  deteriorated  state  of  cultivation  ;  the  difficulty  with  which  they  meet  the  calls  on  tliem  for 
Rent,  Rates,  &c.  &c.,  and  the  failures  which  are  occurring.  This  diminution  may  be  attributed  to  the  Poor  Rates,  which  may  again  be 
attributed  to  the  diminution  of  capital.  W.  O.  H. 

37.  — Labourers  are  "  paid  by  the  Great  *  "  in  all  cases  where  it  is  practicable.    Where  the  terms  are  liberal, 

there  is  no  deficiency  of  industry  or  skill.  There  are,  of  course,  the  usual  varieties  of  disposition  and 
ability.  Where  employed  "as  superjiuous  Labourers,"  on  the  highways  on  Parish  allou-ance"  their 
work  is  of  little  value.  .  W.  0.  H. 

•  Sic. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


P  E  M  B  U  R  Y.  (1) 

George  Budgen, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— Not  apportioned  in  any  manner  whatever. 


29, — Not  when  work  is  plentiful ;  at  other  times  single 
Men  work  for  such  wages  as  they  can  get  to  keep 
them  from  the  Workhouse. 


30, — From  lOs.  6d.  to  1  Is.  6d.  on  the  valuation  which  is 
considered  at  about  two-thirds  of  the  Rack-rent. 


31.  — Very  little  variation  the  two  last  years,  but  much 

less  than  formerly. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer  has 

been  appointed  some  years  with  good  effect. 


33.— All  Rates  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  &c.  are  made 
at  Public  Vestries  held  for  that  purpose,  pur- 
pose pursuant  to  notice  given  at  the  Parish 
Church,  agreeably  to  the  Act  for  the  regulation 
of  Parish  Vestries. 


34.  — The  Rate  is  equally  made  on  every  Occupier  of 

rateable  property  through  the  Parish,  according 
to  the  Rental  of  each  property,  which  Rental  has 
been  adjudged,  by  disinterested  persons  employed 
for  that  purpose  in  1826,  alterations  having  been 
since  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  Parish 
Vestries  for  additional  buildings,  dilapidations, 
&c.  

35.  — I  have  never  had  occasion,  since  I  have  had  todo- 

with  the  Parish  business  (10  years),  for  the 
Overseers  to  act  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  Vestry  in  any  of  these  matters. 


36.— 


37.— 


PRESTON,  near  Faversham.  (3) 

Giles  Hilton,  Preston  House,  Banker,  and  Occupier  of 
Land,  but  in  no  Parochial  Office. 


28.— 


29. — In  direct  wages,  seldom  any  difference  to  the  at- 
tached ;  but  if  an  unattached  Labourer  be  hired, 
a  considerable  distinction  is  often  made. 


30. — Last  year  6"s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  about  two 
thirds  of  Rack-rent. 


31. — About  the  same. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 


33. — Notice,   as  by  law  required,   is   given  in  the 

Churches  during  Divine  Service,  for  a  Public  Vestry,  at 
which  all  the  Rate-payers  have  a  right  to  attend.  The 
Overseer's  expenditure  of  the  last  Rate  is  then  examined, 
passed,  and  a  new  one  granted  by  the  Rate-payers  present. 
Should  any  opposition  be  started  as  to  time  or  amount, 
it  is  put  to  the  rote,  and  the  majority  determines. 


34. — An  ad  valorem  of  Rack-rent,  from  which  one  third 
had  been  deducted  by  the  general  wish  of  the 
Rate-payers.  Parochial  Paupers  are  often  ex- 
cused from  payment,  and  occasionally  it  is 
thought  expedient  to  exempt  some  poor  Parish- 
ioners, though  not  receiving  relief  in  any  other 
way. 


35. — The  Overseers  are  officially  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation,  but  act  only  as  part  of  the 
Vestries.    No  Vestry  Clerk  in  either  Parish. 


36. — In  this  neighbourhood  there  is  no  agricultural 
evidence  of  a  diminution  of  capital.  The  Farms 
are  highly  cultivated.  The  weight  of  the  Poor 
Laws  is,  notwithstanding,  felt  most  severely  at 
present,  and  gives  much  uneasiness  for  the 
future. 


37.  The  attached  Labourers  are  not  at  all  deteriorated  ; 
the  partially  attached,  and  the  entire  Pauper, 
grow  worse  progressively,  and  will  seldom  work 
with  energy  for  the  Parish. 
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ANSWERS. 


ST.  PETER  THE  APOSTLE,  (Isle  of  Thaziet).. 


James  Trecothick. 


28. — Not  in  this  Parish.. 


(3) 


29. — No  difference,  if  a  good  Labourer. 


30. — Say,  about  6s.  in  the  pound',  Rack-rent. 


31. — \^ry  little  alteration. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry.    No  Assistant  Overseer. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time  being. 


John  Philpot,  "]  ^,      ,  , 

Ed-ward  Goodson,     \  ^^^fX^^^^^^ 
Thomas  Christopher,  J  verseers. 
Nathaniel  Bradley. 


34. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled. 


J.  P. 
E.  G. 

T.  a 


35.. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  state  what  sum  may  be  required,  and  that  is  acquiesced  in  by 
Vestrv.  J.  P. 

E.  G. 

T.  a 

N.  B. 


36. — It  has  much  diminished,  and  the  causes  we  attribute  it  to  are,  first,  Taxation;  second,  High  Rents;  and, 
third,  the  Tithe  system.^ 


37. — About  as  usual. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARGARET,  ROCHESTER.  (3) 

R  0  D  M  E  R  S  H  A  M.  (2) 

T.  Furrell,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Sam.  Barker,  33,  34,  35. 

Wm.  John  Lushington,  J.  P. 

28. — No. 

28. — Labourers  ought  to  be  apportioned  according  to 

some  rule  of  this  sort;  but  the  Farmprs  will  not  agree  to  it, 
and  I  have  therefore  more  than  my  share,  being  unwilling  to 
see  any  man  willing  to  work  out  of  employment. 

29. — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

OQ  llnp  nv  twn  or  niv  *<ino'iP  T^anmirprc  Vinvp  nnl^r 

xuc/.       1>HJ.    vyiic  til  \,w\jKji  my  om^^^  J^clu\JUl      a  lluVc  Ullly 

12s.  a  week ;  but  these  men,  when  at  piece-work, 
sometimes  earn  15s.  to  18s.  and  in  Harvest  21s., 
with  an  unlimited  allowance  of  beer. 

30._From  2.5th  March  1832  to  25th  March  1833  they 

will  be  6s.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  actual  Rent. 

30. — About  6s.  to  6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  on  a  rental 

estimated  ad  valorem,  about  1805,  when  corn  was  selling  at 
higher  prices  than  at  jjresent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Somewhat  increased.  * 

32. —  les. 

32,  We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  effect 

has  been  beneficial. 

33. — The  Meeting  of  the  Parishioners,  at  a  Meeting 
held  according  to  notice  given  the  previous 
week.  But,  under  particular  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  which  Guardians  are  appointed,  the 
Guardians  assemble,  and  fix  the  Rate,  four  of 

WHO  in  ale  CUllJUCltllt  \.\J  <x\^\.» 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  together  with 

the  major  part  of  the  occupiers  of  lands  resident  within  the 
Parish,  in  Vestry  assembled,  decide  upon  the  sum  of  money 
to  be  raised  in  each  year  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor;  and  when 
they  have  agreed  upon  the  amount,  it  is  submitted  for  my 
approbation,  previous  to  the  application  of  the  Overseer  to  the 
Petty  Sessions  to  obtain  the  Rate. 

34,. — The  amount  charged  upon  each  Rate-payer  is 
taken  from  the  preceding  Rate-book,  unless  any 
objection  is  made  at  the  Parish  or  the  Meeting 
of  the  Guardians.  The  Rate  is  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  the  Magistrates,  at  their  Petty  Ses- 
sions; who  inspect  the  former  Rate,  and  are 
satisfied  that  it  is  all  collected,  or,  at  least,  as 
much  of  it  as  appears  to  be  possible.      S.  B. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  regulated 
by  the  rental  at  which  he  is  assessed  in  the 
Parish  Rate  Book. 

35. — The  Overseers,  or,  at  least,  one  of  them,  are 
present  at  the  Meetings  of  the  Parish  or  the 
Guardians  :  and  any  observations  made  by  them 
are  then  considered,  and,  if  reasonable,  are 
adopted.                                           S.  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  deliberate  together,  and 
I  have  never  known  any  collision  or  contrariety 
of  opinion  between  them,  after  they  have  as- 
certained by  investigation  the  amount  which 
will  be  probably  required  for  the  necessary 
relief  of  the  Poor,  &c. 

36.— 


36. — Rapidly  decreasing;  and,  in  some  degree,  at- 
tributable to  the  mcrease  of  Pauperism,  and  the 
frequent  and  expensive  litigations  as  to  Settle- 
ments. 


37.— 


37. — My  Labourers  have  most  of  them  lived  with  me 
20  or  30  years,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  their  industry  is  diminishing;  perhaps 
rather  increasing  than  otherwise. 
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R  O  L  V  E  N  D  E  N.  (i) 


Rich.  Walter  Forbes,  J.  P. 

28.— 


29.  — When  there  is  work  for  all,  we  make  no  difference  between  married  and  unmarried  Men.    If  there  is  not 

work  for  all,  the  Farmers  prefer  the  married,  and  the  unmarried  fall  on  the  Parish.  In  this  Parish,  however,  we 
have  (though  sometimes  with  much  difficulty)  generally  so  managed  that  all  of  good  character  should  have  employ- 
ment, on  fair  wages ;  but  every  year  we  find  an  increased  difficulty  in  maintaining  this  state  of  things. 

30.  — 


32.— 


33. — The  Rate  is  generally  made  by  the  Vestry  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  being  very  thinly  attended,  unless  some 
material  question  arises ;  then  it  is  numerously/  attended. 


34.— 


35. — A  Book  kept  by  the  Parish  Clerk,  and  containing  the  size  and  value  of  each  Farm,  the  number  of  Men 
required  for  the  cultivation,  the  number  of  surplus  Labourers,  the  average  relief  of  that  class,  the 
numbers  in  the  Poorhouse,  their  expence,  &c.,  prevents  the  probability  of  any  dispute  arising  on  this 
point. 


36. — There  has  been  a  very  considerable  diminution  of  Agricultural  Capital ;  but  we  are  a  hop  district,  and 
having  had  for  the  last  2  or  3  years  remunerating  crops,  I  think  within  that  period  our  capital  has  in- 
creased. 


37. — I  do  not  think  the  industry  of  our  Labourers  materially  changed,  but  there  is  certainly  no  improvement  in 
their  habits,  in  this  or  any  other  respect,  that  I  am  aware  of, 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SPELDHURST.  (l) 

S  UN  D  RIDGE.  (i) 

Wrn.  J-fookm 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Georpe  D'Ovley, 
Rector. 

28. — No. 

28.— 

29. — Not  genei-ally. 

29. — None,  when  employed  by  the  occupiers  of  land. 

30. — 8s.  to  9s.  by  valuation. 

30.— 

31. — The  same. 

31.— 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer.    Good  effect. 

32. — 

S3. — The  Rates  have  been  made  for  some  years  twice 
a  year  by  the  Parish  Ofticers  and  Rate  Payers 
in  open  Vestry,  duly  convened  by  public  notice 
given  in  the  Parish  Chui'ch  at  least  three  clear 
days  previous  to  the  meeting  taking  place. 

33. — The  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  when  a  Rate  is  nearly 

exhausted,  and  lay  before  them  their  accounts  to  be  examined. 
It  generally  appears  that  a  few  persons  have  not  paid  the  last 
Rate,  and  an  order  is  given  that  they  should  be  summoned  for 
the  same ;  and  it  is  agreed  in  the  Vestry  what  new  Rate  should 
be  enforced.    This  is  done  as  often  as  a  new  Rate  is  required. 

34. — According  to  the  rental  by  an  ad  valorem. 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  property  in  the  Parish  made 
20  years  ago  forms  the  basis  of  the  Poor  Rate 
rental.  Small  alterations  are  made  in  this  occa- 
sionally, when  a  new  house  is  built,  or  any 
change  takes  place ;  generally  by  the  Overseers 
and  Vestry  jointly. 

35. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry 
mutually  agree. 

35. — I  really  cannot  say  which  takes  the  greater  share. 
I  have  never  known  any  disagreement.  But 
the  Vestry,  when  they  found  the  Overseers  had 
not  properly  collected  the  former  Rate,  have 
desired  them  to  wait  another  week,  or  more, 
and  collect  it, up  closer,  before  another  Rate 
was  granted. 

36, — Decreasing  generally,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  country,  and  the  increase  of  Taxes,  Poor 
Rates,  &c.  &c. 

36. — Diminishing ;  on  account  of  the  unfavourable 
times  generally,  to  which  state  of  things  the  in- 
creased burthen  of  the  Poor  Rates  has  con- 
tributed. 

37. — Much  worse;  particularly  since  the  Beer  Shops 
have  been  opened  :  and  we  think  we  see  more 
small  country  public  houses  than  are  necessary ; 
for  some  of  them  are  an  evil  to  the  lower  classes. 

37. — The  industry  is  supposed  to  be  diminishing,  and 
this  is  unquestionably  caused  by  the  certainty 
of  support  li  om  the  Poor  Rates. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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TENTERDEN.  (3) 

T  H  U  R  N  H  A  M.  (2) 

Joseph  Exall, 

Vestry  Clerk. 

Chuvlcs  J4^(iyth» 

28. — No  arrangement  of  any  kind  exists. 

28.— 

29. — No  regular  scale  of  wages  for  married  or  single 
men.  In  this  parish,  all  arrangements  for  wages 
are  left  to  the  masters  and  men. 

2y. — JNone. 

30. — The  year  ending  March  25.  1832,  the  Rates  were 
10s.  in  the  pound. 

30.— 

31. — They  amounted,  in  1826,  to  9s.  6d.;  in  1827, 

8s.;   in  1828,  8s.  6d.  ;  in  1829,  8s.  6d.  ;  in  1830,  8s.;  in 
1831,  10s.  in  the  pound. 

31.— 

ozL. — xjenenciai  hi  neepjng  uown  iiie  ivaies  anu  xveiieF. 

33. — We  have  generally  two  Rates  in  the  year.  The 
Vestry  Clerk  prepares  an  estimate  of  the  probable 
charge  on  the  Rate  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  is 
laid  before  the  Parish  in  Vestry ;  who  sometimes 
discuss  the  items  of  the  estimate,  and  either  make 
a  larger  or  a  less  Rate,  as  seems  to  them  most  fit. 

33.— 

34-. — About  10  years  since,  the  Parish,  in  Vestry,  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  of  seven  gentlemen  to  examine  and 
regulate  the  assessments.     These  gentlemen,  after  consider- 
able attention,  completed  their  work ;  and,  as  there  were  not 
more  than  five  or  six  appeals  from  their  assessment,  it  must  be 
presumed  that  it  was  correct.    Within  the  last  two  years,  there 
has  been  one  complaint  of  too  high  an  assessment  to  the  Parish 
in  Vestry,  who  directed  the  Officers  for  the  time  being  to  ex- 
amine and  report  thereon  ;  which  report  was  afterwards,  in 
Vestry,  confirmed. 

34. — 

35. — The  Parish  in  Vestry  alone  decides  on  any  or  all 
of  these  matters  :  they  certainly  attend  to  the 
suggestions  of  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  Clerk  ; 
but  the  Officers  only  act,  in  all  these  cases,  by 
the  directions  they  receive. 

35.— 

36. — Generally  speaking,  decreasing  ;  but  not  through 
the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws  as  a  specific 
cause. 

36. — Diminishing  rapidly.    Causes  various;  but  heavy 
Rates  and  Taxes  the  chief. 

37. — The  rising  generation,  from  18  to  25,  are  re- 
garded as  worse  Labourers  than  the  old  men. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  much  the  same 
as  formerly,  if  they  can  procure  work.  This, 
however,  they  can  seldom  do  regularly.  As 
far  as  the  performance  of  the  work  is  concerned, 
the  Labourers  are  as  good  workmen,  and  per- 
form their  labour,  when  properly  paid,  as  well 
as  at  any  former  period. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


TONBRIDGE. 

Aretas  Alters,  J.  P.  Robert  Willis  Blencotve,  J.  P. 
Thomas  Catt,  Master  of  the  Poorhouse, 


(1) 


28. — 


29.  — Usually  none,  A.  A. 

The  Farmer,  generally  speaking,  will  get  his  labour  as  cheaply  as  lie  can,  and,  as  an  unmarried  Man  can 
afford  to  work  for  less  than  tlie  married  Labourers,  he  gives  him  less.  R.  W.  B. 

No.  r.  c. 

30.  — 

31.  — 

32-—  ~~ 


33.  — Tonbridge  has  no  Select  Vestry,  but  the  open  Vestry  is  rarely  attended  by  many  of  the  inhabitants.  One, 

two,  or  three,  together  with  the  Parish  Officers,  who  are  eight  in  number,  (four  Overseers,  two  Assistants, 
and  two  Churchwardens)  generally  form  the  Vestry.  The  amount  of  Rate  is  agreed  upon  at  Vestry 
Meetings,  usually  twice  a  year,  in  Spring  and  Autumn.  A.  A. 

The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  time  being.  T.  C. 

34.  — This  is  decided  in  most  cases  by  an  old  valuation.    In  case  of  a  change  of  property,  the  Parish  Officers 

apportion  the  value,  and  in  like  manner  they  determine  any  newly  erected  property.  Occasionally,  also, 
upon  the  application  of  the  owner,  they  diminish  the  Rate,  and  their  judgment  is  never  appealed  from. 
Discontent  has  ai'isen  lately  on  the  part  of  some  Landholders,  who  think  themselves  unequally  rated,  and 
a  new  valuation  of  the  entire  Parish  is  contemplated.  A.  A. 

Some  years  ago,  this  Parish  was  valued  by  two  persons  (not  interested  in  the  Parish),  and  the  Poor  Rates 
have  been  made  on  that  valuation  ever  since.  Houses  that  have  been  built  subsequent  to  that  valuation 
are  rated  in  the  same  proportion.  T.  C. 

35.  — I  consider  the  Vestry  to  confide  in  practice  all  its  powers  to  the  eight  Parish  Officers,  who,  during  their 

term  of  office,  may  be  said  to  have  the  entire  control  of  the  Parish  concerns.  I  would  observe,  that  the 
Vestry  is  held  in  the  Parish  Church,  at  a  distance  of  five  to  six  miles  from  Tonbridge  Wells,  and  I 
account  for  the  non-attendance  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Parish  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  this 
inconvenience.  A.  A. 

The  Vestry  seldom  interfere  in  deciding  either  of  the  two  foregoing  Queries.  T.  C. 


36.  — Diminishing.  I  cannot  say  why,  but  suppose  from  a  combination  of  causes,  of  which  the  Poor  Laws  are 

part.  T.  C. 

I  understand  that  it  is  diminishing,  but  I  cannot  trace  this  diminution,  in  any  considerable  degree,  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  A.  A. 

There  is  much  bad  Ijand  in  this  neighbourhood,  a  very  great  part  of  it  extending  through  the  Weald  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  and  when  the 
tenant  dies,  or  leaves  his  Farm,  it  is  not  easy  to  find  a  successor,  and  the  Farm  is  neglected  and  impoverished.  In  fact,  the  heavy  Poor  Rates 
discourage  people  from  undertaking  them.  The  increased  wages,  too,  which  were  extorted  from  the  Farmer,  in  many  places  have  pressed 
upon  him ;  and,  as  it  is  allowed  that  Labourers  paid  partly  by  wages  and  partly  by  Parish  Relief  do  not  work  near  so  well  as  those  who 
work  for  wages  only,  this  being  very  common  in  this  country,  so  far  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  has  affected  the  capital  of  the 
Farmer.  -B.  W-  B. 

37.  — Since  the  alteration  of  the  licensing  system,  the  industry  and  morals  of  the  Labourers  have  not  improved. 

T.  a 

I  believe  they  are  considered  not  to  be  such  good  workmen  as  formerly.  A.  A. 

The  labour  which  is  paid  out  of  the  Poor  Rates,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  is  never  worth  so  much  as  that 
which  is  paid  by  wages,  and  as  the  system  of  so  paying  them  lias  increased,  industry  has  diminished. 
When  they  are  constantly  employed,  and  paid  by  wages  only,  or  where  they  work  by  the  piece,  they  arc 
as  industrious  as  heretofore.  W.  B. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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W  E  S  T  E  R  H  A  M.  (3) 

W  E  S  T  W  E  L  L.  (3) 

A.  Allan, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

John  Alexander  Ross,  Curate.    William  Whittle,  Overseer. 
Thomas  Kennett. 

28. — I  am  sorry  to  say  no  system.    The  fairest  would 
be  by  the  rental. 

28. — On  Arable  Land,  Is.  4(/.  per  acre  per  month,  to 
be  worked  out ;  and,  on  Pasture  and  Woodland, 
half  that  sum  per  month.                    W.  W. 

29. — No  difference. 

2y. — Ir  able-bodied,  our  married  men  receive  2s.  3a. 
a  day  ;  single  men  receive  Is.           J.  A.  R. 
Yes;  and  it  is,  no  doubt,  one  great  cause  of  early 
marriages.  W.JV. 

30. — About  two  thirds  Rack-rent ;  and,  the  last  seven 
years,  6s.  in  the  pound  :  previously,  8s.  to  10s. 

30. — lis.  at  Rack-rent.             '                  W.  W. 

31. — About  the  same. 

31. — Diminished  Is.  in  the  pound.                 fV.  W. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer.  As 

to  the  effect,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  state,  that  the  Rates,  for  the 
last  year,  have  been  6s.  in  the  pound,  whereas  before  they  were 
from  8s.  to  10s. 

32. — Neither.                                           W.  W. 

33.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  other  sub- 
stantial Parishioners,  in  Vestry  assembled. 

T.  K. 

34.— 

34. — Answer  as  to  the  last  Question.              T.  K. 

35.— 

35. — By  consulting  together  in  Vestry.           T.  K. 
■ 

36. — Considerably  diminished  of  late  years.    I  think 
the  inequality  of  Assessments  is,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, the  cause.    Why  not  all  capital  pay  an  1 
equal  j)roportion  to  that  of  the  Agricultural  | 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Poor? 

36. — Decreasing,  owing  to  early  and  imprudent  mar- 
riages.   Since  the  moral  principle,  wliich  used  to  restrain  the 
lower  classes  from  marrying  till  they  had  a  fair  prospect,  is 
now  totally  extinct,  or  very  nearly  so,  there  ought,  certainly, 
to  be  some  legislative  enactment  to  enable  the  Overseers  to 
put  a  stop  to  those  marriages  where  there  is  every  probability  of 
the  parties  shortly  coming  to  the  Parish.    I,  myself,  as  a  Cler- 
gyman, have  been  obliged  to  marry  Boys  and  Girls  (literally 
so)  on  the  Saturday,  who  have  applied  for  Relief  on  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday.                                                J.  A.  R. 

37. — I  think  the  Labourer  equally  industrious  as  for- 
merly ;  but  a  want  of  means  in  the  Agriculturist 
to  pay  them  throws  them  on  the  Parish,  which, 
in  some  measure,  breaks  the  spirit  of  independ- 
ence in  the  honest  and  hard-working  Labourer. 

37. — Owing  to  the  mal-administration  of  the  Poor 

Laws,  and  the  circumstance  of  Farmers  putting  out  very  little 
work,  now-a-days,  "  by  the  great  "  (arising  from  the  depressed 
state  of  Agriculture),  Labourers  are  certainly  far  from  being 
such  good  workmen  as  they  used  to  be  when  paid  well  for 
their  labour  -.   but  what  seems  to  nie  to  place  the  matter 
beyond  all  doubt  (i.  e.  that  Men  would  work  as  well  as  ever, 
if  they  were  well  paid  for  it),  is  the  circumstance,  that  I  never 
heard  a  single  complaint,  even  against  the  most  idle  and  pro- 
fligate of  my  Parishioners,  in  harvest-time,  when  they  work  "  by 
the  great,"  and  are  comparatively  well  paid  for  their  Labour. 

J.  A.  R. 
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ANSWERS. 

WEST  WICKHAM. 

(1) 

Charles  F.  Farnelyy  Rector  and  J.  P, 
_\rr>  rpfTiilnr  nri'ino'pmpnt  of  this  Kltlu. 

29.- 

—There  is  a  difference  when  employed  by  the  Parish. 

30.- 

—Our  Rates,  last  year,  were  rather  over  4-5.  in  the  pound  ;  three  fourths 

Rent. 

31.- 

—Rather  increased. 

52.- 

—The  principal  Farmers  serve  as  Assistant  or  paid  Overseer  by  turns. 

We  have  no  Select  Vestry, 

33.- 

—The  Overseers,  in  conjunction  with  the  Vestry. 

3*.- 

—This  is  regulated  according  to  an  ad  valorem  taken  in  1828. 

35.— The  Overseers  communicate  to  the  Parishioners  assembled  in  Vestry,  that  the  last  Rate  was  collected 
and  expended,  and  propose  to  them  another  Rate  at  so  much  in  the  pound,  which  they  assent  to,  if  in 
their  judgment  necessary. 


36. — In  my  own  Parish  I  do  not  think  the  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing ;  but  we  have  many  advantages, 
a  good  market,  a  considerable  expenditure  in  the  Parish,  and  are  not,  comparatively  speaking,  heavily 
burdened  in  any  way.  Still  our  expenditure  on  behalf  of  the  Poor  is  increasing,  although  it  is  shifted 
in  some  measure  from  the  Poor  to  the  Highway  Rate.  In  some  of  the  neighbouring  Parishes,  I  believe 
the  amount  of  the  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing  fast;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  pressure  of 
the  Poor  Rates  is  one  considerable  cause  of  this. 


37. — I  have  no  doubt  but  that,  generally  speaking,  the  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  diminishing,  and  that  they 
are  worse  workmen  than  heretofore ;  and  it  is  the  natural  effect  of  the  Poor  Law  system,  or,  I  should  rather  say, 
of  the  evil  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  which  encourages  a  Labourer  to  depend  on  other  resources 
than  his  own  labour,  and  which  have  enabled  the  Farmer  to  keep  down  the  price  of  labour  so  low,  as  so 
afford  no  inducement  to  the  Labourer  to  exert  himself.  The  supply  of  labour  is,  no  doubt,  greater  than 
the  demand  ;  but  the  cultivation  of  the  country  is  also  deteriorated  ;  therefore  the  supply  need  not  so  much 
exceed,  if  things  were  better  managed. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


WILMINGTON.  (3) 

WYE.  (3) 

Alexander  Selby,  Churchwarden. 
Thomas  Chapman,  Overseer. 

1  nos.  ti.  tsarnes, 

Overseer. 

28. — No. 

28. — No. 

29.— No. 

29. — There  is  generally  Is.  a  day  difference. 

30. — 6s.  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — About  8s.  average  three  fourths  of  the  value. 

3 1 . — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Vestry  decides. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers,  and  other  Rate-payers  of  the 
Parish,  assembled  in  public  Vestry,  according  to 
previous  notice  given  in  the  Church. 

Thomas  Cook, 
Assistant  Overseer. 

34. — All  the  property  in  the  Parisli  is  assessed  at  about 
three  fourths  of  its  value,  and  the  Rate  is  made 
on  that  assessment. 

34. — The  whole  Parish  is  valued  by  regular  Appraisers 
or  Land  Agents;  and  they  set  the  Poor  Rate 
according  to  the  value  of  the  Property. 

T.  a 

35. — There  is  no  difference  between  an  Overseer  and 
any  other  individual  in  the  Vestry,  except  that 
an  Overseer  is  supposed  to  know  the  wants  of 
the  Poor  better  than  any  other  individual ; 
consequently  there  is  more  deference  paid  to 
his  opinion. 

35. — AVe  have  no  Select  Vestry :  therefore  the  whole 
of  the  Parish  Officers  take  part  with  all  the 
rated  Inhabitants  that  like  to  attend  the  V  estry 
when  one  is  called.                            T.  C. 

\ 

36. — For  the  last  5  years  the  Agricultural  Capital  is 
about  the  same. 

36. — I  should  say  diminishing:  from  a  surplus  of  un- 
employed able-bodied  Labourers. 

37. — About  the  same. 

37 — About  as  usual. 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Kent — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


W  R  O  T  H  A  M.  (3) 


George  Moore. 

28.— 


2i). — There  is  no  difference. 


30. 


31.— 


32.— 


33.  — The  Vestry,  when  one  rate  is  expended,  or  nearly  so,  make  another ;  and,  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of 

collecting  the  Rates,  very  often  commence  collecting  the  new  Rate  before  the  former  one  has  been  en- 
tirely collected ;  but  from  the  extent  of  this  large  Parish,  and  the  extreme  dissension  among  them,  and 
owing  to  the  bad  custom  of  the  Vestries  being  held  late  in  the  evening,  and  lasting  till  late  in  the  night, 

the  Farmers  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Parish  seldom  attend,  and  but  few  of  the  upper  part,  so  that  the  Rates  are  usually  made,  and 
relief  given  to  tlie  Poor,  by  three  or  four  men,  in  a  very  improper  way. 

34.  — This  is  also  decided  by  the  Vestry,  and  occasions  frequent  disputes,  appeals  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and  a 

heavy  law  expence.  At  this  moment  the  Parish  is  much  dissatisfied  with  the  valuation  of  Land  to  the 
Rates,  and  two  persons  are  appointed  to  survey  and  rate  the  Parish  ad  valorem;  which,  like  most  other 
valuations  of  the  same  sort,  will  probably  be  productive  of  many  quarrels,  many  appeals,  and  much  waste 
of  money. 


35. — The  Overseers  interfere  only  as  members  of  the  Vestry.  There  are  4-  or  5  Overseers  in  this  Parish,  be- 
sides an  Acting  Ov-erseer  paid  for  his  services,  and  the  Vestry  is  seldom  attended  by  more  than  the 
Acting  Overseers,  and  one  or  at  most  two  of  the  others.  I  have  laboured,  but  ineffectually,  to  change 
this,  system. 


36.  — Diminished  very  considerably  ;  and  I  feel  no  doubt  that  if  their  circumstances  were  inquired  into,  it  would 

be  found  that  a  large  majoriti/  of  the  Farmers,  not  only  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  in  this  county  generally,  are  actually  insolvent. 
Much  of  the  evil  arises  from  the  heavy  pressure  of  the  Poor  Rates,  which  in  many  Parishes  can  very  ill  be  borne  ;  but  other  causes  have 
also  contributed.  A  very  prominent  one  is  the  altered  mode  of  living  amongst  the  Farmers.  Instt-ad  of  profiting  by  the  high  prices 
during  the  war,  by  laying  by  something,  the  Farmers  adopted  an  extravagant  mode  of  living,  which  has  kept  them  poor  ever  since. 
Most  of  the  land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  consequently  so  ill  cultivated,  that  it  produces  little  more  than  half  of  what  it  ought  to 
do;  and  the  evil  increases  every  year  in  a  fearful  degree,  and  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  eventually  productive  of  very  serious  evil  to 
the  country. 

We  have  in  this  Parish  a  great  number  of  Men  out  of  work  ;  and  I  am  very  sure  that  if  the  Land  had  justice  done  it,  not  one  Man  or  Boy 
would  be  out  of  work. 

37.  — The  Labourers,  generally,  are  decidedly  worse  workmen  than  they  were,  and  a  very  bad  spirit  of  insub- 

ordination prevails  amongst  them.  They  have  no  pride  in  doing  their  work  well,  and,  provided  they  can 
get  through  it,  and  get  paid,  they  care  little  about  the  mode  in  which  it  is  done.  If  not  closely  looked  to 
(for  instance),  much  corn  is  wasted  every  year  by  bad  tiireshing. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  LAl<lCASTER--contmued. 
ANSWERS. 


BLACK  ROD  Township.  (3) 

BOLTON  BY  Tiiii  SANDS  Township.  (3) 

Jolin  Blacklidge, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Birkett,  Overseer. 
Thomas  Nelson,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Not  any  Labourers  are  apportioned  to  the  Rate- 
payers. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  diiference  made  by  the  employer  between  the 
married  and  unmarried. 

29. — None. 

30. — Rates  9s.  and  10s.  iu  the  pound  i)er  year,  esti- 
mated at  one  half  rack  rent. 

30.— 2s.  9d. 

31. — Diminished  the  last  year,  being  9s.  in  the  pound. 

3L — Diminished. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  ;  an  Assistant  Overseer  em- 
ployed. 

32. — We  have  both  ;  and  the  effect  is  good. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  other  Inha- 
bitants. 

33. — Our  Rates  are  laid  at  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  a 
Valuation  of  the  whole  township  made  in  the 
year  1827;  and  we  leave  it  to  the  Assistant 
Overseer  to  lay  as  many  of  those  Rates  as  he 
finds  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year. 

T.B. 

34. — Two  Land  Surveyors  who  estimated  the  property 
in  1803. 

34?. — The  Valuation  decides  what  each  person  has  to 
pay.                                             T.  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  in  deciding 
ail  matters  or  importance  at  their  weekly  meet- 
ings. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  jointly  take  part  in 
deciding  all  matters  respecting  the  poor. 

T.B. 

36. — Diminishing;  not  attributable  to  any  cause  con- 
nected with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — The  Capital,  no  doubt,  is  diminishing,  on  account 
of  the  high  price  of  land,  and  low  price  of  pro- 
duce. 

37. — Diminishing,  as  regards  weaving  and  calico-print- 
ing.  Other  trades  as  before.    All  are  supposed 
to  be  better  workmen. 

- 

37 — Much  the  same. 

P.L.  t^B.j— Part  IU,                                z  z  2 
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County  of  Lancaster — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BURSCOUGH  Township 

(Ormskirk  Parish).  (3) 

CHURCH  CONISTON  Township 

(Ulvekston  Parish).  (3) 

James  Sumner, 

1  own  ^IClK. 

William  Parker,  Overseer. 

Wi'/Zi/rm  Kfifhnllc  fit  ClpnrtTP  Ttienn            "iA  ^'i 
rrllLiain  VilCROlt'i  0?                  J  ysV/lf  OO,  OHf  Oo» 

1 

28.— No. 

28.--NO. 

29. — No. 

29. — None  whatever. 

30. — Is.  gcf.in  the  pound  ox\£l,\^l.  10.,  the  full  rack 
rent  being  ^'8,876. 

30. — 4$.  in  the  pound,  at  rack  rent. 

31. — No  variation. 

31.— But  little  alteration  during  the  last  and  the  two 
preceding  years. 

'49      Mn  Splprt  Vp«trv  •   Viiif  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
Effect  beneficial. 

32. — Neither. 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers  and  a  General  Vestry,  at  which  the 
Clergyman  of  the  township  presides. 

IV,  N.    G.  T. 

34..-S- 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Land  Occupiers  at  General 
Vestry  Meetings,  which  are  held  as  occasion 
requires,  according  to  a  Valuation  of  all  the 
lands,  cottages,  Sec.  made  in  1822. 

W.M.  G.T. 

35.— 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Rate-payers  appear  at 
these  General  Meetings,  each  of  whom  has  an 
equal  vote  in  deciding  matters  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  the  township.           W.  M.    G.  T. 

36. — Stationary. 

36.— 

37.— More  idleness  within  the  last  two  years ;  the  Beer- 
shops  do  much  harm  ;  boys  of  twelve  or  four- 
teen, who  would  formerly  have  blushed  to  go 
into  an  alehouse,  frequent  them.  Fourteen 
Beer-shops  in  this  township. 

37.- 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Lancaster — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


DA  ETON.  (3) 

WEST  DERBY  Township 
(Walton  on  the  Hill  Parish).  (3) 

Myles  Sandys  jnn. 

J.  P. 

Thomas  Roberts. 
W.  Winstanley. 

28. — None. 

28.— 

29. — No  difference. 

29. — None,  if  of  the  same  capacity. 

30. — 2s.  in  the  pound  on  the  estimated  value  of  the 
parish. 

30.— 

31. — Alx)ut  the  same. 

31.— 

32. — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer.  A  Vestry,  but 
not  a  select  one,  under  Mr.  S.  Bourne's  Act. 

32.— 

33. — The  Vestry,  at  which  any  may  attend. 

S3.— 

34;. — The  Vestry. 

34.— 

35. — There  is  in  this  parish  a  Select  Vestry ;  not  a 

each  other,  and  the  election  is  for  life.  They  make  parish  affairs,! 
believe,  a  sort  of  "  close  borough."  This  Vestry,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  decides  every  thing  in  the  parish.  Such  Vestries  are  very 
prevalent  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  I  consider  them  a  great 
tvil.  The  Overseers,  I  understand,  seldom  or  never  interfere  with 
the  Vestry  (or  Sidesmen,  as  they  call  themselves),  and  seldom 
attend  their  meetings.  It  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  annual 
Overseers  to  interfere  with  the  24,  who  are  the  oldest  and  richest 
farmers  in  the  parish,  and  have  established  themselves  as  paramount. 

35.— 

36. — The  Capital  is  less ;  and  it  is  attributed  in  a  cer- 
tain degree  to  the  Rates  being  considerably  in- 
creased. 

36. — Diminishing ;  not  from  any  causes  connected  with 
the  Poor  Laws,  but  from  the  high  price  of 
land,  and  low  price  of  produce. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  much  the  same  as  to  industry 
as  they  have  been  the  last  12  years,  and  aander- 
stand  their  business  much  the  same. 

37. — Decidedly  worse  workmen  than  formerly.  More 
idle,  more  drunken,  more  dissolute,  and  more 
insolent;  all,  all  from  the  baneful  effects  of  the 
Beer  Act. 

P.  Z,.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Lancaster — continued. 

ANSWERS. 

ELLEL  Township  (Cockerham  Pabish). 

Richard  Wakefield,  Member  of  the  Select  Vestry. 
Thomas  Blezard,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

-Labourers  are  generally  employed  by  the  Occupiers  who  pay  them  their  wages. 

29.— 

-Yes ;  a  married  man  may  receive  one  fourtli  more  than  the  unmarried,  in  husband 

rv. 

30.— 

-At  2s.  Il6?.,  including  the  County  Rate,  lor  the  last  year. 

31.- 

-Rather  higher  than  the  year  preceding. 

32.— 

-We  consider  it  an  advantage. 

33.- 

-The  necessary  demand  guides  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  in  laying  the  Rates. 

R.  W. 

34.- 

-Decided  by  the  proportionate  value  of  property  occupied  by  each  Rate-payer. 

R.W. 

35.— 

The  Overseers  and  Vestry  decide  all  these  matters.    The  Overseers  lay  out  the  township  money  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Vestry,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  account  to  them  for  their  receipts  and  payments. 

R.  W. 

36. — I  do  not  see  how  Capital  can  be  affected  by  the  Poor  Laws,  when  they  are  properly  administered,  and  not 
so  as  to  encourage  idleness. 


37. — The  Industry  of  our  Labourers  is  pretty  fair,  and  the  same  as  formerly,  taking  them  generally. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Lancaster — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HALSALL  TowNSHii^  (3) 

H  A  W  K  S  H  E  A  D.  (3) 

John  Biundell, 

Overseer. 

William  Plait  Dradshaw, 

Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28.— No. 

1 

90  — JVr\np 

29.  No. 

30. — 2s-  in  the  pound  has  been  the  average  in  the  last 
three  years,  on  rack  rent,  of  which  13c/.  or  I4d.  for 
Poor's  Rate. 

SO. — 4-5.  per  pound,  at  a  low  assessment. 

31.— 

31. — No  alteration. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  has  acted  for  9  years,  and 
a  Select  Vestry  since  1820  ;  beneficial;  reduc- 
tion of  Poor's  Rale  in  consequence. 

33.— 

33. — A  General  Parish  Meeting ;  but  previous  to  the 
present  year  the  Overseers  raised  the  Rates  at 
their  need  and  discretion. 

34.— 

34. — The  Overseers  for  the  time  being. 

35 — 

35. — My  answer  to  the  33d  question  will,  I  think, 
apply  in  part  to  this. 

• 

36. — Stationary. 

36. — Diminishing  apparently,  which  we  do  not  attri- 
bute to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — cio  great  alteratwn. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III.                                   z  z 
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County  of  Lancaster — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


KIRKDALE  Division; 
Comprising  about  Twenty  Townships.  (3) 

KiRKHAM  Parish  (Township  of  NEWTON  with 
SCALES  AND  CLIFTON  with  SALWICK.)  (3) 

John  Sanders,  ' 
boliciior,  Liverpool- 

Richaul  Moore, 

Minister. 

28.— 

28. — Not  in  these  townships ;  but  in  Thornton,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

29. —  1 

1 

29,— I  believe  not. 

30.— 

30. — From  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  at  rack  rent. 

This  I  con.eive  to  be  rather  over-rated;  but  it  is  difficult  to  get 
information  on  this  head,  the  rates  being  laid  by  a  valuation. 

31.— 

31. — They  have  not  varied  materially. 

32. — 

32.— 1  here  are  belect  Vestries  m  these  townships,  and 
the  poor  are  better  provided  for  than  before 
they  had  such  Vestries. 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers  and  the  Select  Vestry. 

34.— 

34. — The  Vestry  and  the  Overseers. 

35.— 

• 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  and  the  Overseers  have  each 
an  equal  voice  in  these  matters. 

36. — It  is  decreasing  in  some  townships,  and  increasing 
in  others:  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Liverpool,  and  an  increase  in  the 
remoter  townships ;  but  it  is  not  caused  by  the 
Poor  Laws,  but  by  an  increased  population,  and 
circumstances  occasioned  thereby. 

36. — It  is  much  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  some  time. 
Perhaps  as  a  body  they  are  in  a  more  healthy 
state,  there  being  fewer  sales  for  distress.  Their 
daughters  dress  well,  and  if  they  themselves  did 
not  live  so  well,  min;ht  save  more  monev. 

37. —  1  am  unable  to  answer  this  Question. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  considered  to  be  both  more 
industrious  and  better  workmen  than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Lancaster  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(MANCHESTER  Parish) 
Townships  of  DENTON  and  HAUGHTON.  (1) 

NORTH  MEOLS  Township.  (3) 

Wm,  Parr  Creswell,  Curate.    J.  Bassnett,  Overseer  of  Denton. 
John  Worth,  Overseer  of  Haughlon. 

Henry  Linaker  Bradley, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29.— We  know  ot  none. 

29. — None. 

30.— 

30. — On  a  valuation  near  the  rack  rent  as  to  farms, 

and  as  near  as  possible  in  all  cases  to  the  actual  rental.   Last  year, 
pour,  couiitv,  and  church  were  2S^;  probably  i6rf.  poor's  rate. 

31.— 

3 1 . — Not  m uch  variation  for  several  years ;  the  weaving 
not  being  prosperous  is  one  cause  of  pauperism. 

32.— 

32.  Both  ;  with  good  effect. 

33. — A  majority  of  the  Vestry.                 W.  P.  G. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34.— Tlje  Chapelwarden  and  Overseers ;  they  being 
the  Assessors  for  the  Poor  Rate.     W.  P.  G. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — They  are  generally  put  to  the  vote.    The  Over- 
seers and  persons  composing  the  Vestry  have  all 
equal  votes.                               W.  P.  G. 

35. — The  Vestry  only  interfere  in  deciding  what  re- 
lief eVinll  hp  cTivpn  to  naiin*»r<?.  when  thev  qddIv 
at  the  Vestry. 

36. — Ours  is  chiefly  Manufacturing  Capital  ;  what 
Farmers  we  have  about  us  seem  to  be  much  the 
same  in  regard  to  capital  and  circumstances  as 
they  have  been  for  some  years  past. 

36. — Not  increasing;  not  attributable  to  Poor  Rates. 

87. — This  Question  is  intended  to  apply,  we  suppose, 
to  agriculturists ;  ours  are  chiefly  operatives  or 
working  manufacturers. 

37. — Stationary. 

L,  (b.)--.Part  III. 
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County  of  Lancaster  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NEWTON  Borough  and  Township.  (3) 

PADIHAM  Township 
(Whalley  Parish).  (3) 

Richard  Owen, 

Bailiff. 

James  D'lggle, 

28.— No. 

28. — No  rule  or  system  of  this  kind  is  in  practice 
either  in  this  or  any  neichbourinw  townships. 

29. — None. 

29. — We  believe  none  whatever. 

30.- — 45.  in  the  pound.    Farms,  one  half  rack  rent ; 

cottages  and  other  buildings,  one  quarter  rack  rent. 

30. — About  5s.  in  the  pound  on  cottages,  and  7s.  6d, 

in  the  pound  on  land  (one  third  of  the  value  on  cottages  bc-ing 
allowed). 

31. — Diminished  a  little. 

3L — Not  diminished,  but  rather  increased,  we  believe. 

32.-— \Ve  have  both,  and  rprknn  thpm  rrnnrl 

service. 

33. — There  are  three  persons  annually  chosen  for  this 
purpose,  called  Ley-layers,  for  the  township; 
but  having  been  one  of  the  Overseers  for  nearly 
nine  years,  this  burden  has  fallen  upon  me,  as 
they  have  never  taken  any  active  part. 

33.— 

34. — The  Lands  and  Buildin^js  in  the  Township  were 
valued  in  1824..  That  valuation  is  the  basis  of 
our  Rate,  and  of  course  determines  the  propor- 
tion of  each  Rate-payer  ;  but  I  have  valued  and 
rated  all  our  Buildings  and  Works  and  Railways, 
&c.  which  have  been  erected  since  that  time. 

34-.— 

35. — Neither  the  other  Overseer  nor  the  Select  Vestry 
take  any  part  in  deciding  these  matters.  They 
only  attend  to  the  hearing  of  applications  for 
Relief,  which  are  taken  down  in  writing,  and 
they  decide  in  every  case  the  amount  of  relief 
to  be  given. 

35.— 

Se. — 1  conceive  there  is  little  alteration  in  respect  to 

Cai'ital  employed  for  these  few  years  ;  neither  is  it  any  way  affected 
by  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  any  more  than  the  amount 
of  Rate  affects  it.  I  tliink  the  present  system  of  tithing  corn  in 
kind.and  raising  up  claims  which  have  lain  dormant  for  generations, 
IS  injurious  to  agriculture  and  agricultural  labourers.  It  would 
be  better  if  the  tithe  was  at  so  much  per  acre,  according  to  the 
breadth  or  value  of  each  farm,  or  according  to  the  value  of  the 
township;  and  that  the  tithe  so  raised  went  to  maintain  the  Pro- 
testant clergy  in  the  same  township  or  chapelry. 

36. — Diminished  since  1826,  which  we  attribute  to  the 
excessive  Rates  and  Taxes,  and  the  Land- 
owners not  reducing  their  Rents  in  proportion. 

37.— The  Labourers  here  may  be  considered  better 
workmen  than  formerly,  on  account  of  cotton- 
weaving  being  very  low. 

$7. — Few  Labourers  in  this  parish  full  as  industrious 
as  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Lancaster — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STANDISH  WITH  LANGTREE.  (3) 

ULVERS TON  Town  and  Hamlet.  (3) 

James  Chadwivic,  Constable. 
John  Bailey,  Town  Clerk,  33,  34,  35. 

W.  Brkkel. 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28  — 

28,— 

29. — There  is  seldom  or  never  any  difference. 

29.- — No  distinction. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  rack  rent. 

30. — 4s.  6r7.  in  the  pound  for  the  last  two  years,  and 

likely  to  lie  5s.  this;  estimated  at  three  fourths  ofthe  rack  rent. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

3L — About  the  same,  but  likely  to  be  a  little  higher 
the  present  year. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer.  Effect 
considerable. 

32. — Yes,  and  the  effect  has  been  beneficial  to  the 
township. 

S3. — The  Overseer  has  a  book,  in  which  is  written  the 
name  of  each  Ley-payer,  with  his  respective  sum 
or  rate.    This  book  amounts  to  a  certain  sum, 
which  being  nearly  collected  and  disbursed,  the 
Overseer  has  it  then  in  his  discretion  to  lay  a 
fresh  one.                                J.  C.   J.  B. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  the  Churchwardens,  and  Over- 
seers. 

34>. — Each  Rate-payer  is  assessed  to  the  Poor's  Kate 
according  to  the  value  of  the  premises  which 
he  occupies,  or  the  quality  of  his  land. 

J.C.  J.B. 

34. — An  equal  and  proportionate  rate  is  laid  upon  all 
property,  and  this  rate  is  paid  by  the  occupants 
I'or  the  time  being. 

35. — The  Officiating  Overseer  receives  and  disburses 
all   cash   for    rates;   and   the   Select  Vestry 
assemble  once  in  fourteen  days  to  assist  and 
direct  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

J.C.  J.B. 

.... 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  state  to  the 
Vestry  the  sum  likely  to  be  wanted,  and  the 
Vestry  then  decides,  according  to  circumstances, 
what  that  sum  shall  be. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  cannot  assign  the  reason. 

36.— 

37. — Supposed  to  be  better  workmen  than  formerly. 

A  good  Labourer  will  receive  2s.  a  day  the  I 
year  round,  and  upon  this  they  keep  their  j 
Families  comfortably,  if  they  are  sober.  i 

i 

— — — — ^     ! 

S7 — 

1 
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County  of  Lancaster  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WALTON  ON  THE  HILL  Township.  (3) 

MUCH  WOOLTON  Township  (3) 
(Childwall  Parish). 

James  Musker,  Overseer. 
John  Adcock,  Assistant  Overseer. 

Thomas  Rushton, 

Overseer. 

28.— No.                                     J.  M.    J.  A. 

28.— 

29.— None.                                  J.  M.    J.  A. 

29. — No  distinction  made. 

30. — Is.  on  rack  rent;  about  Td.  of  that  shilling  being 
the  County  Rate.                   J.  M.    J.  A. 

30. — 2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  generally. 

31. — Increased  2</.  per  pound  on  the  rack  rent,  occa- 
sioned chiefly  by  the  County  Rate.  J.M.  J.A. 

31. — 2s.  last  year  ;  Is.  6d.  the  present. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Yes ;  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

S3. — The  Overseers  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Township  at  General  Meeting.    J.  M.  J.  A. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry. 

34.— The  Overseers.                         J.  M.    J.  A. 

34. — Two  Assessors  nominated  annually. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants  together,  decide 
all  these  matters.                     J.  M.    J.  A. 

35.— 

86.— Stationary.                                     J.  M. 

36. — Decreasing,  but  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

S7.— The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  as  formerly. 

J.M. 

37. — The  Industry  is  diminishing  from  the  effects  of 
the  Beer-shops. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  LEICESTER  — contort/. 


ANSWERS. 


B  I  L  L  E  S  D  O  N.  (3) 

CLAXTON,  otherwise  LONG  CLAWSON.  (.3) 

William  Ogden,  Churchwarden. 
William  Buzzard. 

Thomas  Whittle, 

O  vcrsGcr. 

28.— They  are  not.                                     W.  0. 

28. — No,  they  are  not. 

29. — Unmarried  men  are  expected  to  work  for  less 

wages  than  men  with  families,  except  in  harvest  work.     W.  B. 
Single  men  do  not  expect  so  much  for  their  work  as  men  with 
large  families  except  in  harvest.                                  W.  0. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — About  5s.  in  the  pound  by  the  year.   The  annual 
value  very  high.                                 W.  0. 

30. — bs.  6d.  in  the  pound  Poor's  Rate,  at  the  Commis- 
sioners value  in  1780. 

31.— Increased.                                           W  0. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer.                                              W.  0. 

32. — There  is  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer. 

The  Select  Vestry  has  been  of  no  real  use. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  Inha- 
bitants, generally  assembled  in  Vestry,  from  a 
Commissioner's  value  of  all  lands,  &c.    W.  B. 

33. — The  Overseer  collects  as  many  Rates  as  are  wanted 
to  relieve  the  Poor.    He  collects  one  at  a  time, 
and  when  he  has  expended  that  he  collects 
another. 

34. — It  is  determined  by  the  value  ol  the  Property  he 
occupies.                                       W.  B, 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  in  proportion,  according  to 
the  amount  at  which  he  is  assessed. 

35. — There  is  no  degree  of  respective  interference; 
the  matter  is  decided  in  an  Open  Vestry. 

W.  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  act  as  one  Body. 

• 

36. — Have  no  reason  to  believe  it  diminishing.  W-B. 

1 

36.— 

37. — Have  no  reason  to  believe  our  Labourers  less  in- 
dustrious, or  worse  Workmen.;             W.  B. 

37.— 

-     ■  -r- ='  ■ —  —  —  
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County  of  Leicester — continued. 

A  JN  o  W  ill  K  IS. 

CASTLE  DONINGTON. 

(3 

Jonathan  Woodward,  Cluirchwardeii. 
James  Newbold,  Overseer. 

J  N 

29. — No  difference. 

Not  any  distinction  made. 

J.  w. 
J.N. 

30.— About  3s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

JN. 

31  Diminished  a  little. 

J.N. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  good  effect  therefrom. 

JN. 

33, — The  Churcljwardens  and  Overseers,  without  any  interference,  except  of  the  Magistrates.  J.  W. 


34.  — Rather  more  than  half  a  century  ago  a  valuation  of  this  Parish  was  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Inclosure 

Commissioners,  and  from  that,  with  an  addition  for  new  buildings,  the  Rates  are  made.  Castle  Doninglon  was  merely  an  agricultural 
village,  and  the  valuation  of  the  few  houses  standing  was  exceedingly  low,  being  considered  as  principally  appropriated  to  farm- 
ing purposes.  Now  Castle  Donington  has  more  the  character  of  a  manufacturing  town  ;  within  the  lust  twenty  years  a  suitable 
market  has  been  established.  These  altered  circumstances  render  the  valuation  at  present  very  unequal,  pressing  upon  the  land,  which 
has  increased  in  value  but  little,  and  favouring  the  premises  of  Tradesmen  and  Manufacturers,  who  demand  to  be  rated  for  new  buildings 
according  to  the  valuation  made  fifty  years  ago.  This  is  a  grievance  constantl)'  complained  of  by  the  Farmers,  but  with  which  they  are 
likely  ever  to  be  burthened,  tmlcss  Parliament  afford  this  and  other  Parishes  similarly  circumstanced  redress  by  altering  the  law  of 
voting  in  Vestries.  A  new  valuation,  the  cost  of  which  would  not  exceed  £50,  has  been  proposed;  but  the  Votes  of  the  sufferers  are 
overwhelmed  by  crowds  of  interested  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  who,  benefiting  by  the  present  valuation,  resist  any  alteration.      J.  W. 

35.  — The  control  of  the  Vestry  over  the  Rates  made  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  is  on  the  monthly 

examination  of  their  accounts,  when  the  improper  application  of  any  money  is  not  allowed  to  pass.  This 
is  a  very  })roper  control  over  Parish  Officers,  and  makes  them  cautious  of  entering  into  any  expensive 
transactions  without  convening  a  Vestry  and  taking  their  advice  thereon.  J.  TV. 


36.— Materially  diminished  within  the  last  six  or  seven  years  by  the  great  burthen  of  the  Poor  Laws  on  the 
land,  and  the  disastrous  consequences  of  an  alteration  in  the  currency,  from  which  agricultural  pursuits 
have  almost  ceased  to  be  remunerative.  J.  IV. 


87. — Their  ability  is  not  diminished,  but  they  are  less  industrious  from  a  seemingly  increasing  political 
restlessness,  which  partially  renders  them  less  trustworthy  and  industrious.  J.  W. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Leicester — conlinued. 


ANSWERS. 


CONGERSTONE.  (3) 

H  A  R  B  Y.  (3) 

John  Sands,  Thomas  Worthington,  and  John  HayfieM, 

\_/vcr3ccra» 

Jamei  Dixon, 

wVt,r  acci  • 

28. — No  Labourers  have  been  apportioned  amongst  the 
Occupiers  for  the  last  two  years,  but  were  previously 
apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  acres. 

J.  S.  T.  W. 

28. — The  Labourers  are  not  apportioned  at  all. 

29. — No  difference.                             J.  S.  T.  W. 

29. — There  is  not  any  regular  difference,  unless  they 
are  employed  on  the  roads. 

30.— lOd  in  the  pound  on  Rack  Rent.     J.  S.  T.  W. 

30. — 4s.  2c?.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  of  Rack 
Rent. 

3  L— About  the  same.                           J.  S.  T.  W. 

3L — They  are  increased. 

effect,  peace  and  quietness.           J.  S.  T.  W- 

oo  Vinvp  had  nn  splprt"  Vpstrv  or  Assistant  Over- 

seer. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  assembled  in  Ves- 
try, pursuant  with  notice  given  in  the  Church. 

J.S.  J.H. 

33. — No  particular  sum  is  decided  to  be  raised  in  one 
year.  When  a  Rate  is  wanted,  notice  is  given 
at  church  of  a  Vestry  Meeting  to  be  holden,  at 
which  the  Overseer  shows  his  accounts,  and  the 
Rate  is  granted  at  66?.  in  the  pound :  as  each  Rate 
is  exhausted  another  is  called  for. 

34. — The  Overseers,  according  to  a  Rate  made  at  the 
time  of  the  Inclosure,  1825,  by  the  Land  Valuer. 

J.S.  J.H. 

34).— It  is  decided  by  a  Valuation  of  the  Land  at  6c?.  in 
the  pound. 

35. — All  matters  are  settled  by  the  Overseers  and  other 
Parishioners  assembled  at  a  Parish  meeting. 

J.S.  J.H. 

35  The  acting  Overseer  always  attends  the  Vestry 

Meetings,  and  is  governed  by  the  decision  of  the 
majority. 

36.— Much  as  usual.                            J.  S.  T.  W. 

36. — Diminishing. 

37.— Much  the  same.                           J.S.  T.  W. 

37. — A  few  are  industrious,  but  most  think  only  of 
Parish  employment  on  the  roads,  and  are  worse 
workmen  than  formerly. 

—  ■  — —  ■       ■  -  ■-  _  _  _  I  r  -  I  I    T    I  I  I  .  _■   ■!  I 
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County  of  Leicester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  T  H  E  R  N.  (8) 

KIBWORTH  BEAUCHAMP.  (1) 

William  Harriman. 

Samuel  Bot trill, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.—No. 

II 

28. — No  rule  on  the  subject. 

29. — No. 

29.— None. 

30. — Ten  Rates  in  the  year  at  10  J.  in  the  pound,  upon 

a  valuation  for  the  purpose  of  Poor  Rates  inadc  about  seven 
years  ago. 

30. — From  10s.  to  12s.  in  the  pound,  according  to 
quality  of  Land. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Diminished. 

32. — Neither.    We  are  an  incorporated  parish  with  the 
Barrow  House  of  Industry'. 

32.— No. 

33. — Guardians  and  Overseers. 

33. — This  is  decided  by  a  Vestry  Meeting  held  every 
month,  of  which  notice  is  given  the  Sunday 
before  at  the  church.    The  meeting  consists  of 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  a  Chairman, 
and  those  Parishioners  who  choose  to  attend. 

34. — Overseers  and  Churchwardens. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  the  valuation  made  at  the  time  of 
the  inclosure. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  call  a  Vestry 

iVlppfino'  to  fippifiP  CiYx         mfiffpi'*;  T'PQTippI'mfT  tlip 

Rate. 

35. — The  book  of  expenditure  is  examined  by  the  Vestry 
ivieeiujg,  anu  ine  rtaLc  grdnieu  at  ja.  jiii  xiie 
pound,  or  more,  as  the  case  may  requii-e. 

3G. — Diminishing  in  part  by  the  Poor  Laws,  and  partly 
by  a  metallic  Currency.    Farmers  were  injured 
by  the  withdrawal  of  ^1  Notes. 

36. — Decreasinof. 

37. — A  great  deal  worse. 

37. — Worse. 

Ansxvers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Leicester — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


KIBWORTH  HARCOURT.  (I) 

SAINT  MARY,  LEICESTER.     (3  &  2) 

William  Buzzard, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Thomas  Rawson,  Overseer. 
Anoriymouf. 

28. — They  are  not;  but  this  ought  to  be  by  any  means. 

Ji  11c  lcin(.l  la  ^ctllil*^  UUt  Ui  UlUcly   (llili  VVlll  Uc  bU 

until  this  plan  is  adopted. 

28. — None.  Anon. 

29. — No  difference  ;  paid  according  to  their  work. 

dx). — iNone.                                                   1 .  Jx. 
About  \s.  a  week.  Anon. 

30. — About  1  Is.  in  the  pound  on  Commissioners'  valua- 
tion. 

30. — Is.  3rf,  on  two  thirds  of  a  nominal  value.  T.  R. 

6s  ;  o'her  Rates  about  7s.  ;  Land,  three  fourths;  Premises,  two 
thirds.                 ..  Anon. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

3L — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  There  is  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer, who  has  been  in  office  a  few  weeks  only, 
and  has  had  no  time  to  prove  the  effects. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer,  effects 
good.                                  T.  R.  &  Anon. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  at  a  Vestry  as  frequently  as 
necessary. 

33. —  We  have  four  quarterly  Rates;  the  amount  raised 
in  eacli  year  is  determined  by  the  expenditure 
on  the  poor.  T.R. 

34;. — The  Commissioners,  at  the  time  of  the  Inclosure, 
about  53  years  since. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  a  valuation  of  the  occupied  pro- 
perty, made  by  a  Surveyor  employed  by  tlia 
Parish.  Houses  and  buildings  are  rated  at  two 
tliirds  of  a  nominal  value,  and  the  land  at  three 
fourths  ;  alterations  in  increase  or  deductions  are 
made  in  the  Rate  by  the  Surveyor  iis  often  as 
they  occur.                                        T.  R. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Rate-payers  have  each  an  equal 
voice  and  vote  in  determining  the  Poor  Rate. 

• 

35. — The  Overseers,  being  the  responsible  officers,  cer- 

LiriillJ/   lcll\C  LllC  llJUal  cIl^HVc  Uctl  L  ,   UUt  tiie  V  CStrV 

are  always  consulted  as  to  the  amount  of  lew 
required,  which  is  never  made  except  by  a  Public 
Meeting  called  by  Notice  in  the  Church,  and 
afterwards  sanctioned  [)y  the  Magistrates  of  the 
Borough.                                          T.  R. 

86. — Some  few  augment,  but  I  fear  more  diminish  than 
increase.  Such  diminution  in  a  small  part  may 
be  attributed  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
I^ws. 

36.— Diminishing  in  consequence  of  the  erection  of 
small  houses  occupied  by  mechanics  and  others, 
who  settle  here  for  employment.  Anon. 

37. — Diminishing;  they  are  as  able,  but  less  industrious 
than  formerly. 

37.— Better.  Anon. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Leicester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LUTTERWORTH.  (1) 

MELTON   MOWBRAY.  (3) 

Thomas  Johnson, 

C'liUTCnWar Clcllj  clliU  Illdliy  ycclio  vjuaii-iian         liic  x*jui« 

Richard  Norman,  J.  1*. 

28. — Not  apportioned,  but  they  get  work  as  they  can. 

28  — 

29. — No  difference. 

29. — Not  frequently  when  employed  by  individuals, 
always  when  employed  by  the  Parish. 

80. — Rates  on  three  fourths  of  the  value  ;  all  payments 
about  75.  in  the  pound. 

SC- 

31.— Rather  decreased  in  consequence  of  the  mild 
Winter,  and  the  men  being  generally  employed. 

SI.— 

^9  — IVo  c:plpf»t  Vp<;trv      T'wo  rriiflrnifin^  find  a.  Visitor. 

under  22  Geo.  III. 

!  32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  such  of 
the  Rate-payers  as  choose  to  attend  the  Vestry. 

j  33. — Tlie  Select  Vestry,  on  the  Report  of  the  Overseers 
i            of  the  Poor. 

1 

34. — The  Parish  was  valued  about  sixteen  years  since, 
and  by  that  valuation  each  is  rated,  and  by 
which  the  Overseers  are  guided  in  rating  any 
new  house  or  other  property. 

34). — A  valuation  made  some  years  ago,  and  referred  to 
upon  necessary  occasions. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  the  Rate- 
payers in  Vestry  make  the  Rate,  which  is  after- 
wards allowed  by  the  Magistrates  and  collected. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  are  supreme,  the  Overseers 
subordinate.   No  parish  is  better  regulated  than 
Melton  Mowbray. 

36.— Diminishing  very  fast;  caused  by  Rent,  Tithe,  by 
Labour  and  Poor's  Rate  being  so  much  higher 
than  formerly. 

36. — Decreasing  very  considerably,  and  has  been  so  for 
several  years.    It  is  my  opinion  one  third  of  the 
Farmers  are  insolvent. 

S'y.—Sober  useful  Labourers  are  as  industrious  as 
formerly,  and  are  employed  and  maintain  their 
families  generally.  Those  who  have  been  some 
trade  arc  frequently  out  of  employ,  are  useless  to 
the  Farmers,  and  are  maintained  by  Magistrates 
order  from  tlie  Rates  according  to  tlie  number  of 
their  family.  Such  men  take  wives  on  purpose 
to  be  so  maintained. 

37. — Not  so  industrious  as  formerly ;  they  are  as  good 
workmen,  but  have  not  the  same  stimulus. 

Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Leicester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


Q  U  O  R  N  D  0  N.  (3) 

SHEEPY  MAGNA  &  SHEEPY  PARVA.  (3) 

Thomas  CItapman, 

Guardian. 

Eev.  T.  a  FelL 

28. — No  Labourers  are  apportioned  amongst  the  occu- 
piers ;  they  use  their  own  discretion. 

28. — Not  at  all,  and  some  of  the  Farmers  impose  upon 
others  very  much  in  this  matter. 

29. — No  distinction  of  wages  is  made,  the  Labourer 
being  paid  according  to  his  abilit}',  whether 
married  or  single. 

29 — Single  men  get  less  wages,  especially  by  the  day, 
than  the  married  men  who  have  wives  and 
families  which  must  be  maintained. 

30. — Ss.  in  the  pound  ;  about  half  the  Rent  upon  Land, 
and  one  fifth  upon  Houses. 

30. — From  bs.  to  6*.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds,  Rack 
Rent. 

31.— The  same  as  last  year,  though  they  have  produced 
£7  more. 

31 . — Have  remained  much  the  same  for  the  last  7  years, 
as  we  have  no  manufactory,  and  potatoes  are  cheap. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry :  a  Guardian  is  appointed  in 
addition  to  the  Overseers. 

32. — We  have ;  the  effect  is  a  little  more  regularity  in 

our  proceedings.  We  have  joined  a  Poorliouse  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  no  money  is  saved  thereby  :  imposition  is  a  little 
checked. 

33.— The  Vestry, 

33. — The  Rate  is  made  and  collected,  being  previously 
sanctioned  by  the  Magistrates,  by  the  Church- 
wardens, and  Overseers. 

% 

34. — Each  person  pays  his  proportion  of  the  Rate  ac- 
cording to  a  vahiation  made  by  proper  surveyors. 

34. — The  Parish  Officers,  generally  the  Overseers. 

35. — When  wanted,  the  Rates  ai-e  determined  on  and 
granted  at  a  Vestry  Meeting  holden  pursuant 
With  notice  given  in  the  church.  Ihe  Overseer 
has  no  more  power  to  interfere  than  any  other 
person. 

> 

35. — If  there  be  a  Select  Vestry  in  a  Parish,  it  super- 
sedes the  Overseers,  who  only  collect  the  money, 
and  pay  it  according  to  tiie  directions  of  the 
Vestry.  If  no  Select  Vestry,  all  matters  are 
decided  by  the  Overseers,  who  however  are  in 
the  habit  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Parishioners. 

36. — Diminishing.  The  expenses  of  the  Poor  and 
other  charges  prevent  a  sufficient  remuneration 
for  capital  employed.  Agriculturists  are  much 
reduced  in  their  circumstances. 

36.— 

37. — Much  the  same. 

37.— 
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County  of  Leicester  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


SHEEPY  MAGNA.  '  (i) 

Rev.  T.  a  Fell. 
Edward  Ridley,  Guardian  of  the  Poor. 


28.— No. 


29.  — There  is  a  difference,  which  causes  great  dissatisfaction  ;  for,  as  the  Labourers  are  not  all  wanted,  Farmers 

are  very  apt  to  give  them  only  according  to  their  family  wants,  though  they  expect  the  same  quantity  of 
work  from  all.                                                                                  '                         T.  C.  F. 
Yes,  when  they  apply  to  the  Overseer ;  not  otherwise.  E.  R. 

30.  — About  55.  Gd.  in  the  pound  upon  Rack  Rent.  E.  R. 

31.  — Increased.  E.  R. 

32.  — No.  E.  R. 


33. — The  Overseer,  with  the  consentof  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled,  collects  a  Rate,  generally  at  Is.Sd- 
in  the  pound,  three  or  four  times  a  year,  according  to  the  amount  of  expenditure.  E.  R. 


34. —  Every  person  is  rated  according  to  the  value  of  the  property  he  or  she  occupies.  E.  R. 


3.'3.— 


S6. — Diminished  more  than  one  half  during  the  last  25  years,  but  slowly  improving  within  the  last  five  years. 
The  Poor  Laws  affect  the  rent,  but  not  the  farmers'  capital,  except  that  where  the  farmers  in  a  parish  are 
wealthy  men,  the  Magistrates  are  less  scrupulous  of  throwing  burthens  upon  them.  T.  C.F. 


37. — Decidedly  diminishing.    I  have  inquired  of  old  farmers  and  labourers  whom  I  could  trust,  and  they  all 
allow  the  fact.  T.  C.  F. 

Industry  diminished,  and  workmen  are  worse.  E.  R. 


Answers  to  Questions  ]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Leicester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


Township  of  SMEETON  WESTERBY.  (1) 

T  W  Y  C  R  0  S  S.  (3) 

William  Peberdy, 

OverseGr. 

John  King, 

28. — No  such  custom. 

28. — Extent  of  occupation. 

29. — Not  unless  the  employment  differs. 

tiv. — IN  one. 

30. — Ten  shillings  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 2s.  6d.  at  Rack  Rent. 

31 . — Increased. 

31. —  Diminished. 

32. — No. 

OO 

OkS. — 

33. — When  the  Overseer  has  expended  one  Rate  he  has 
the  power  of  levying  on  another  to  the  same 
amount,  and  so  on  till  he  has  served  the  office 
twelve  months. 

33. — The  Acting  Overseer,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Rate-payers. 

34. — The  Ck)mmissioners  that  quality'd  *  the  Lordship. 

•  Sic. 

34. — The  Acting  Overseer,  guided  by  the  Parish  Qua- 
lity Book,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Parish- 
ioners in  Vestry, 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  principal  Rate-payers  at- 
tend the  Vestry  when  ordered  by  the  Assistant 
Overseer  to  examine  accounts,  and  arrange 
relief  according  to  circumstances. 

35. — They  act  conjointly ;  the  Vestry  decides  all  mis- 
understandings. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36. — Diminishing  greatly. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

87. — The  workmen  are  worse  and  more  careless,  and 
industry  diminishes.    Tliey  rely  on  the  Parish, 
and  frequently  say  they  will  not  work  hard  to 
save  it. 
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County  of  Leicester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WALTHAM.  (3) 

W  O  O  D  H  O  U  S  E.  (3) 

Thomas  Allen,  Overseer. 
Edward  Yates,  Assistant  Overseer. 

fVilliam  Lester, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

29.^— None  that  I  am  aware  of 

30. — 45.  9c?.  in  the  pound  on  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 4s,  2c?.  per  pound  per  annum,  on  an  average 

value  of  about  20s.  an  acre  for  old  inclosed  land,  and  9s,  per 
acre,  average  value,  for  a  recently-inclosed  Common. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Slightly  increased  and  increasing,  owing  to  the 

low  rate  of  wages  paid  to  the  framework-knitter^  and  to  the 
lace-makers. 

iS/d. — A.  oeiect  vestry  anu  an  Assisiani  \_/verseei.  rjirect 
good. 

O/C.     vv  c  iidvc  iitiu  a  oeicCL  v  esirv  ano a pei  maneni  uver~ 
seer  since  1814,  five  years  previous  to  the  Act  of 
1819,  and  the  effect  has  been  decidedly  beneficial. 

33. — It  is  decided  by  the  expenses  incurred  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  acccording  to  circumstances. 

33.— 

34. — A  General  Vestr  . 

34. 

35.— By  the  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry. 

- 

35.— 

1 

! 

36.— 

36. — It  is  somewhat  increasing,  it  is  conceived,  though 
in  a  trifling  degree,  and  not  owing  to  any  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the  rather 
i            improved  value  of  agricultural  produce. 

1 

37.— 


37. — The  Labourers  in  general  are  as  good  workmen 
now  as  at  any  former  period,  and  their  industry 
as  great. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  LINCOLN  —  continued. 


answers: 


A  L  FORD.  (1) 

A  N  D  E  R  B  Y.  (3) 

William  Searle, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

John  Kirkham, 

late  Contractor. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

28.— No. 

29. — None. 

29. — No  difference   when  working   for  individuals; 
when  employed  by  the  Overseer,  single  men 
receive  Qd.  a  day  less  than  married  men. 

30. — 7s.  6d.  on  two  thirds  of  Rack  Rent,  as  estimated  ; 

but  the  estimation  does  not  amount  to  one  half  of  real  Rent. 
At  real  Rent  the  Rate  would  be  less  than  3s.  9d. 

30.-35.  6c?. ;  the  land  is  assessed  at  £1.  5.  per  acre. 

31.— They  have  considerably  decreased,  owing  to  exchv- 
sion  of  Irish  Labourers,  and  Jand  allotments. 

31. — Rates  have  diminished  2s.  in  the  pound  from  the 

year  preceding ;  the  Farmers  do  not  now  complain  of  heavy 
Poor's  Rates. 

32. — Both  ;  and  with  the  very  best  effect. 

32. — Neither.    There  was  formerly  a  Select  Vestry  in 

this  parish,  but  a  majority  of  the  charge-bearers,  being  of 
opinion  that  it  only  tended  to  cause  more  trouble  and 
expense,  had  it  abolished. 

33. — The  parish  has  a  Select  Vestry.  I  make  a  report 
thereto  three  times  a  year,  of  the  casual,  fixed, 
and  County  Rate  expences.  At  each  time  they 
order  me  to  make  a  collection  on  the  valuation 
rental  book. 

33.— 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  his  valuation 
in  the  rate  book. 

34.— 

« 

35. — The  Overseers  take  part  and  assist  as  members  of 
the  Select  Vestry. 

• 

35.— 

• 

36. — Decreasing  rapidly  and  generally ;  not  so  much 
from  the  effects  of  the  Poor  Laws  as  from  the 
operation  of  Free  Trade  in  its  various  forms  and 
channels. 

36.— 

37. — They  are  better  workmen,  and  more  industrious. 
Their  industrj'  has  been  considerably  promoted 
by  land  allotments. 

37.— 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BURGH  IN  THE  MARSH.  (3) 

BURTON  UPON  STATHER.  (3) 

John  Kirkham, 

late  Contractor. 

Edward  England. 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29.— No  distinction. 

29. — No  such  distinction  is  made  when  employed  by 
individuals. 

30. — 2s.  5d.,  estimated  at  three  fourths  of  the  Rack 
Rent. 

30. — 4s.  l^d.  in  the  pound. 

31. —Neither. 

31. — In  the  last  year  and  the  year  preceding  the  Rates 
were  less  than  in  former  years. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  not  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
The  present  Overseer  has  been  in  office  several 
years,  and  the  Rates  are  greatly  reduced. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

33.— 

33. — The  Assistant  Overseer,  with  the  Consent  of  the 
Vestry,  is  allowed  to  make  the  assessments 
according  to  the  expences. 

34.— 

34. — All  property  liable  to  be  assessed  is  valued  by 
two  or  three  persons  appointed  by  a  Vestry, 
and  their  valuation  is  considered  valid  till  some 
considerable  changes  render  a  new  valuation 
necessary,  which  is  similarly  made ;  but  any 
tJ-ifling  alterations  are  made  by  the  Vestry. 

35— 

,  ,  ,,   .  —  .  .  — J 

35. — Ever  since  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer the  other  Overseers  take  no  more  part  in 
any  of  these  matters  than  the  other  inhabitants 
who  attend  the  Vestries. 

36.— 

36.— 

37.— 

STf. — The  best  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  quite  as 
good  if  not  better  workmen  than  those  of  the 
same  class  were  at  any  other  time. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  A I S  T  0  R.  (3) 

CLAY  POLE.  (3) 

Thomas  Towle, 

1  li  II  r/^n  WM  r/ 1  pn 

\_/  1  1  l-l  1  V>  4 1  V>  HI  \J\^  It  » 

Joxeph  Moggs. 
John  Cross,  Vestry  Clerk,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — No  particular  plan. 

28.— No. 

29. — In  the  roads  a  trifling  distinction  is  made ;  but 
not  if  employed  by  private  individuals. 

29. — No ;  but  the  married  are  most  employed. 

30. — 9*.  in  the  pound  at  one  third  of  the  annual  value. 

30.— 2*.  3c?. 

S\. — Increased. 

3L — Diminished  one  penny. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
Accounts  better  kept  only. 

32. — We  have  a  Vestry,  which  answers,  but  no  As- 
sistant Overseer. 

33. — An  estimate  is  made  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
which  is  laid  ^before  a  public  Vestry,  who  decide 
the  amount  of  each  Rale,  and  for  what  period.  . 

33. — A  Select  Vestry  is  held  in  this  parish  once  a 
fortnight,  and  when  necessary  the  Overseers 
apply  to  them  for  a  Rate,  which  by  them  is 
granted  as  circumstances  may  require. 

34. — The  assessment   in  this  parish  being  unequal, 

about  three  years  ago,  the  Rate  was  appealed  against  at  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  quaslied,  which  was  the  cause  of  a  re- 
Tahiation  by  a  disinterested  person.  Previous  to  that  valuation 
the  assessment  was  decided  at  a  public  Vestry  on  every  Easter 
Monday,  to  which  Vestry  all  persons  resorted  who  thougljt 
themselves  aggrieved,  or  who  had  sufficient  influence  to  get 
their  assessment  reduced,  by  which  system  the  Rate  was  made 
very  unequal. 

34. — The  Overseers.  A  regular  valuation  book  is  kept 
in  this  parish  of  all  lands  and  tenements  in  this 
lordship,  so  that  each  occupier  knows  his  pro- 
portionate part  to  each  Rate.  If  any  occupier 
be  at  a  loss  he  applies  to  the  Select  Vestry, 
when  he  can  see  the  valuation  book. 

35. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  interference  between  the 
Vestry  and  the  Overseers.    The  Overseers  are 

11.1                                          P                           .                .  • 

generally  the  proposers  oi  any  great  question, 
and  on  a  division  they  vote  with  or  against  the 
Vestry,  according  to  their  judgment. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  decide,  as  explained 
in  the  preceding  Answers ;  never  separately, 
except  in  trivial  ,  cases. 

36. — Most  certainly  diminishing,  which  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  low  price  of  grain,  and  the 
increase  of  Poor's  Rates. 

36. — Diminishing. 

37. — They  are  quite  as  willing  and  capable  as  formerly, 
when  they  have  work  to  do,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions. 

37.— Worse. 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  U  M  B  E  R  W  O  R  T  H.  (3) 

F  O  S  T  O  N.  (3J 

John  Kirkham, 

John  Hutchinson,  1  Overseers. 

rr  ItblUllli  WW  C/(C'L/y  J 

28.— None. 

28.— Divided  equally.                     J.  H.    W.  W. 

29. — Single  men,  when  employed  by  the  Overseers, 
receive  Qd.  a  day  less  than  married  men. 

29.— No.                                     J.  H.    W.  W. 

30. — Assessed  at  ^1.  3.  per  acre.  Rates  As.  4c?.  in  the 
pound. 

30. — About  bs.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  three  fifths 
of  the  value  of  the  land.                       W.  W. 

31. — Diminished  8cf.  in  the  pound. 

31.— No.        '  W.W. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— No.                                               W.  W. 

33.— 

33. — It  is  decided  at  a  Vestry  Meeting  by  the  principal 
part  of  the  rate-payers ;  who  are  all  requested, 
and  most  of  them  generally  attend.       J.  H. 

34.— 

34. — See  last  answer.                                 J.  H. 

3.5.— 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  by  the  majority  of  the 
rate-payers.                                       J.  H. 

36.—  ^ 

( 

36. — Diminishing,  from  high  rents  and  taxes ;  bad 
crops  and  rotten  sheep.  J.H. 

37.— 

37.— Much  the  same.  J.H. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  C  K  T  H  O  R  N.  (3) 

HOGSTHORPE.            (3  &  n 

William  Wilkinson  &  Robert  Clark,  Overseers, 
Julin  Bratton,  Farmer. 

28.— They  are  not.                                      W.  W. 

John  Kirkham,  late  Contractor. 
Joseph  Eldin,  Churcliwarden. 

28.— None.                                             J.  K. 

J.  E. 

2Q  —No  flistinction 

90  Siiioflft  men*  havino*  to  annl v  to  tlip  Ovprcppr 

receive  for  work  Sd.  a  day  less  than  married 
men.                                                J.  K. 
No  distinction.                                       J.  E. 

30. — 8s.  per  pound,  estimated  at  Rack  Rent.  W.W. 

30. — The  Rates   are   estimated   at       1  per  acre  ; 
6s.  Qd.  in  the  pound.                 J.K.    J.  E. 

31. — Increased  Is.  in  the  pound.                    W.  W. 

31 — The  increase  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year 

ending  March  1832  was  £100  more  than  the  year  preceding.  J.K. 
Increased  alarmingly  ;  out  of  700,  200  receive  relief.             ,T.  E. 

oo  XTn                                                                      W.  W. 

OA. — ociccL  V  ebiry,  uui  no  /\ssisiant  L/verseer.  iti 

respect  to  the  SelectVestiy,!  cannot  say  it  has  had  any  effectin  reduc- 
ing expendituie  ;  but  otherwise  the  expence  has  increased.    .7.  K. 

33. — Parochial  assembly.                               W.  W. 

R.  C. 

33. — The  majority  of  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 

J.E. 

34. — Parochial  assembly.  W.W. 

B.C. 

34. — The  Common  Fields  and  Waste  Lands  in  our 
parish  were  inclosed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
a  valuation  made  of  each  and  everv  piece  or 
parcel  of  land  in  our  parish,  both  old'  inclosures 
and  allotments,  by  the  Inclosure  Commissioners, 
in  the  year  1809;  and  from  this  document  we 
regulate  all  our  Parochial  Rates  and  Assessments. 

J.E. 

35. — The  Overseers  do  not  interfere.                W  W. 

R.  C. 

35.— All  small  matters  are  settled  by  the  Overseers 
and  Select  Vestry,  and  all  matters  of  importance 
are  directed  by  a  majority  of  the  Rate-payers 
in  public  Vestry  assembled.                 J.  E. 

36. — Very  much  diminished,  in  consequence  of  the 
excessive  taxes  and  tithes  on  the  produce  of 
the  land,  and  the  enormous  and  alarming  in- 
crease of  the  Parish  Rates,  owing  to  the  existing 
laws  and  expensive  appeals  at  Quarter  Sessions ; 
diminishing  also  on  account  of  the  alterations 
in  the  currency.  J.B. 

36,— 

• 

37. — Labourers  are  worse  workmen  than  formerly. 

J.  B. 

37.— 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HOLBEACH.  •  (3) 

HUTTOFT.  (1) 

T.  Brown,  G.  Tinsley,  J.J.  Meatheringham,  W.Tinsity, 
B.  A.  Mossop  &  G.  Clement,  Overseers. 

BtJinett  PVood, 

firazier. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — No  such  distinction. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

30. — 7s.  3rf.  upon  an  Assessment  of  one  third  of  the 
annual  value. 

30. — Nearly  4*.  in  the  pound  at  something  less  than 
Rack  Rent. 

31. — They  will  probably  increase  Sd.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased  2c?.  in  the  pound. 

32.  No. 

32. — Neither  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. —  Generally  the  Overseers,  with  the  concurrence 
of  a  Vestry ;  but  sometimes  the  Overeers  with- 
out such  concurrence.                    B.  A.  M. 

G.  C. 

33. — At  a  general  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — The  Overseers  always  make  the  Assessment  in 
the  first  instance,  but  some  of  them  are  occa- 
sionally altered  in  Vestry,  when  it  occurs  that 
the  Vestry  is  convened  for  laying  the  Rate. 

B.  A.  M. 
G.C. 

34. — At  a  general  Vestry  assembled. 

35.— With  reference  to  the  Answer  to  the  33d  Query, 

although  the  Overseers  do  generally  convene  a  Vestry  for  laying 
a  is.a[ej  yGC  ii  sucii  vestry        uiiwiiiiii^  indL  uiic  &iiuuiu  uc  miu 
large  enough  to  raise  a  sufficient  sum,  the  Overseers  themselves 
lay  it,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Vestry,  and  ss  if  one  had 
.  not  been  convened. 

With  reference  to  the  34th  Query,  it  not  unfrequently  occurs, 
that  when  the  book  containing  the  Assessment  proposed  by  the 
Overseers  is  laid  before  the  Vestry,  the  Vestry  alters  the  amount 
of  several  cf  the  Assessments.                                   B  ^.  M. 

G.  C. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  decide  all 
these  matters. 

36. — It  is  frightfully  diminishing,  and  partly  so  in 
consequence  of  the  great  facility  given  to  the 
poor  of  obtaining  Parochial  Relief. 

36. — Considerably  decreasing;  no  doubt  partly  owing 
to  the  expences  of  the  poor. 

37. — Considerably  worse. 

37. — They  can  work  as  well       formerly,  but  their 
tempers  and  dispositions  are  much  worse. 

Answers  to  Questions.] 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWER  S. 


LAUGHTON    Parish   and  North  Division  of 
AVELAND  Hundred.  (3) 

MAREHAM-le-FEN.  (3) 

Richard  Hcaley, 

John  Chapman,  Parish  OlTicer. 
Pf'^tn.  C/oodciiou^hy  Itcctor. 

28. — Labourers  are  never  apportioned- 

28.— 

29. — Usually  there  is  no  difference.    In  larere  villages 
unmarried  men  who  do  not  keep  service  prefer  a 
chance  job  and  occasional  employment  to  regular 
work  at  lower  than  common  wages.  Division. 

29. — Not  any. 

30. — About  Is. 

30. — Annual  Poor's  Rates  5s.  or  5*.  6d,  in  the  pound. 

31. — Rather  diminishing. 

31.— 

32.  No. 

32. — 

33. — The  Rate  is  proposed  by  the  Overseer  at  the 
termination  of  the  year,  leaving  a  small  balance 
paid  over  to  the  succeding  Overseer. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers,  together  with  such  Charge- 
bearers  as  choose  to  meet  in  Vestry.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  actual  and  probable  wants  of 
the  current  year,  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
preceding  year,  are  a  guide  by  which  they 
estimate  the  amount.                         W.  G. 

34. — The  amount  of  Rate  is  copied  from  that  of  the 
former  year.    When  this  Rate  is  deemed  to 
require  alteration  the  Parishioners  meet,  and 
revise  the  Rate  themselves.    This  has  been 
done  only  once  in  the  last  twenty  years. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is 
determined  by  the  Vestry ;  and  the  respective 
proportions  are  determined  upon  the  principle 
of  an  equal  assessment  to  be  made  upon  all  the 
rateable  property  in  the  parish,  which  is  done 
accordingly  by  the  Overseers.              W.  G. 

35.-  , 

35. — The  Parish  Officers  take  part  in  deciding  parish 
matters  in  the  same  way  as  other  Rate  payers. 
The  question  is  determined  by  a  plurality  of 
votes,  which  are  taken  respectively  according  to 
the  amount  of  the  premises  rated. 

W.G. 

36. — The  Agricultural  Capital  has  received  a  fatal 
shock  from  1814  to  1823,  and  again  owing  to 
the  drought  of  1826.    Since  then,  except  upon 
wet  soils,  where  crops  have  been  unproductive, 
and  sheep  affected  by  the  rot,  it  appears  to 
have  been  stationary.    The  Farmers  are  cer- 
tainly not  growing  rich.  This  is  not  attributable 
to  the  Poor  Burdens.  Division. 

36. — Diminishing,  though  not  supposed  to  be  owing  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  though 
the  heavy  expense  of  maintaining  the  poor  may 
be  a  means. 

37. — Regular  workmen   are  as  good  as  formerly. 
Many  young  men  in  large  parishes  will  not 
keep  service,  and  become  bad  Labourers. 

Division. 

! 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing  ;  and  Labourers 
rather  worse  workmen. 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


M  O  U  L  T  O  N.  (3) 

SOUTH  ORMSBY  cum  KETSBY.  (3) 

John  Tatam. 

Rev.  F.  C.  JMassingberd, 

J.  P. 

28. — They  are  not  so  apportioned. 

28. — Each  Farmer  employs  what  number  of  Labourers 
he  pleases. 

29. — No  distinction  whatever  is  made. 

29. — Only  according  to  their  capability  of  working. 

30. — By  the  Inclosure  and  Valuation  in  1800. 

OU.  rlOIU  >£o.  Du.    LCI  Oo. 

• 

31  .—County  Rates  have  increased,  but  not  Poor's  Rates. 

31. — Very  little  difference  for  many  years  past. 

32.— No  Select  Vestry.    We  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer, which  has  proved  beneficial. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the  Vestry, 

make  a  Rate  soon  after  entering  into  office  at  is.  in  the  pound, 
and  when  that  is  expended  make  another,  generally  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Parishioners,  hut  without  summoning  a  Vestry 
for  ihe  purpose.    The  Rate  is  not  laid  for  any  particular  time, 
nor  appointed  to  be  paid  by  weekly  instalments,  according  to  the' 
47th  Eliz.    But  most  of  tlie  Farmers  undertake  to  pay  weekly 
sums  to  the  several  paupers,  which  they  call  Collection. 

34.  A  valuation  of  the  parish  regulates  the  amount  to 

be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer. 

34. — The  proportions  of  the  rate  of  assessment,  or 
rental,  are  adjusted  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the  Vestry,  ac- 
cording to  variations  in  rental  and  changes  in 
occupancy.    The  parish  is  assessed  at  the  rack 
i  rent. 

35.  The  Overseers  and  Assistant  Overseer  decide  all 

these  matters  in  the  manner  they  please ;  but 
when  the  poor  are  aissatisneu  mey  appedi  lu 
the  Magistrates,  who  almost  invariably  decide 
in  their  favour. 

35. — The  Overseers  generally  make  two  Is.  T^tes  as  a 
I             matter  of  course ;  and  as  the  rates  vary  from 
2s.  6d.  to  3s.  in  the  pound  in  each  year,  they 
consult  the  Vestry,  towards  the  close  of  the  year, 
whether  the  last  rate  shall  be  at  6</.,  9c/.,  or  \s. 

♦ 

36.— 

36.— 

< 

37.— 

37. — Respectable  Farmers  say  it  is  diminishing ;  that 
is,  that  a  good  hand  will  not  now  do  so  good 
a  day's  work  as  formerly. 
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County  of  Lincoln — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  E  S  T  R  A  S  E  N.  (.3) 

SPALDING.  (3) 

W.  Cooper,  Rector  &  J.  P. 
]V.  Harrison,  Overseer. 

Thomas  Harrison. 

28. — Each  person  employs  what  number  he  thinks 

LJil^LId  •                                                                                                WW  •  JLJLt 

28.— 

—No  distinction  is  mcidc                           W  TT 

w.  a 

VQ     .  —  1  n AT*^i  1  c  n  rk      i  vxc^irarync^ 
J.  liCl  C  11>  111/  UXJliCl  CllLc. 

30. — 3s.  8d.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  value. 

JV.  H. 

30.— 

31. — Increased.    A  large  sum  expended  on  repairing 
the  Church.                                  W.  H. 

3L— 

See  next  Answer.                                   W.  C. 

33. — We  have  had  an  Assistant  Overseer  for  some 

years,  «ho  manages  every  thing  relating  to  the  poor,  and  calls  for 
a  Rate  as  he  finds  it  necessary.    He  accepted  office  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  he  should  apply  to  me  for  advice  when  he  needed 
it.    When  the  subject  is  important,  and  one  on  which  the  Parish- 
ioners are  likely  to  differ,  1  direct  a  Vestry  to  be  called ;  otherwise 
no  reference  is  made  to  the  Parishioners.    Several  months  usually 
elapse,  sometimes  a  year,  without  any  such  reference.       W.  C. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

• 

34. — Each  Rate-payer's  share  is  regulated  by  a  rental 
settled  many  years  ago,  against  which  there  has 
never  been  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

W.C. 

The  rents  having  been  agreed  upon  by  the  occu- 
piers, the  Rate  is  made  by  the  Overseers,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Magistrates.              W.  H. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  a  general  valuation  which  took 
place  in  1821,  according  to  each  person's  occu- 
pation. All  new  buildings  erected  since  are 
decided  by  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and 
the  Select  Vestry. 

35. — There  is  no  Vestry  in  this  Parish.    The  Over- 
seers and  Inhabitants  meet  and  decide  these 
matters  by  a  majority  of  Rate-payers.    W.  H. 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select 
Vestry  hold  a  meeting  at  which  all  parties  pre- 
sent act  only  as  individual  members  of  the 
Select  Vestry,  and  the  Parish  Officers  have  no 
additional  power  over  them. 

36. — Diminished  and  diminishing.                 W.  C. 

36. — Diminishing,  by  the  Overseers  and  Church- 
wardens being  empowered  to  make  a  list  of 
persons  liable  to  serve  the  office  for  the  ensuing 
year,  without  the  consent  of  the  parishioners 
in  Vestry  on  25th  March. 

37. — They  are  industrious,  and  their  skill  increases  with 
the  improvements  in  drainage  and  cultivation  of 
land.                                            W.  C. 

37. — Industry    increasing,    by  a  plan  adopted  last 
winter  by  the  Select  Vestry,  of  sending  an  able- 
bodied  man  (of  those  who  applied  for  work)  to 
every  ^10  according  to  assessment. 
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County  of  Lincoln  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STRUBBY  WITH  WOODTHORPE.  (1) 

T  H  R  E  C  K  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (3) 

Willows  Farrow, 

Farmer  and  Grazier. 

John  Cragg,  Resident. 
IVin.  Cragg,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

.  28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — No  ;  they  are  paid  what  they  earn. 

29. — The  single  men  will  work  for  less  money. 

• 

30. — About  4s.  6c?.,  or  9d.  in  the  pound  rack  rent. 

30. — About  \s.  in  the  pound  on  rack  rent. 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

3L — Decreased.    More  labour  is  wanted  in  draining. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry. 

32.— No. 

33.  The  Charge-bearers  meet  annually  to  lay  a  Rate 
•         and  to  make  out  the  Rental.    This  Rate,  which 

is  for  a  year,  is  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

poor. 

33._The  Rate-payers.  W.C. 

34. — It  is  agreed  at  the  Parish  Meeting  by  all  the 
Charge-bearers,  that  the  greatest  Charge-bearers 
do  pay  nearly  the  whole  of  the  weekly  col- 
lection. 

34. — The  Rate-payers  decide  by  laying  on  an  equal 
sum  in  the  pound  on  all  parties  on  the  amount 
of  their  respective  assessments.             W.  C. 

35. — The  Overseers,  with  all  the  Charge-bearers,  decide 
these  mattez's. 

35. — The   principal  Charge-payers   decide  among 
themselves  at  a  Vestry,  which  all  payers  may 
attend  it  they  please,    i  he  Overseers  take  no 
particular  part  more  than  any  other  Charge- 
payer,                                    w.  c. 

36, — Greatly  decreasing;  not  from  any  cause  connected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  wet  seasons,  causing  the 
rot  in  sheep. 

37. — Rather  better  workmen  than  worse-    The  beer- 
shops   demoralize  and  impoverish  the  La- 
bourers. 

37. — Some  few  are  worse,   but  not  many  in  this 
parish. 
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County  of  MIDDLESEX— cow/mw^i/. 


ANSWERS. 


BED  FONT.  (1) 

TOTTENHAM.  (3) 

Ji'illiaiii  Reed,  Chuichvvarden. 
Francis  Slierborii,  Overseer. 

H.  Pluckwell. 

28. — No  apportionment  of  Labourers  prevails  in  this 
paribii.  W.E. 

28. — Cannot  answer. 

29. — No  difference,  it"  equally  useful.    W.  R.    F.  S. 

29. — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  distinction. 

30. — About  3s.  in  the  pound  on  three  fourths  the 
annual  value.                                    W.  R. 

30. — About  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  to  4s. 

31. — Rather  increased.                                W.  R. 

31. — Rather  increased,  for  want  of  employment. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  An  Assistant  Overseer  has 
been  appointed,  with  good  effect.         IV.  R. 

32. — No  Select  Vestiy.    No  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  inhabitants,  in  Vestry  assembled,  raise,  by 
Riites  at  Is.  in  the  pound,  such  sums  as  are 
required  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.         F.  S. 

33.— 

34. — This  has  been  determined  by  a  fair  and  equal 
Assessment  on  all  lands  and  houses  in  the 
parish,  valued  by  persons  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  inhabitants  generally.     F.  S. 

34.— 

35. — The  whole  business  relatinji  to  the  Parish  is  fjene- 
rally  settled  by  the  Overseers  alid  Inhabitants 
meeting  monthly  in  Vestry,  who  together  dis- 
cuss and  decide  on  all  parochial  matters,  without 
preference  to  one  party  or  to  the  other  as 
parish  officers  or  as  individuals.             F.  S. 

35.— 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  has  not  much  diminished  in 
this  neighbourhood,  except  from  diminution  in 
price  of  produce.                              F.  S. 

36.— 

37. — We  have  great  difficulty  to  get  our  agricultural 
lal)()ur  performed  so  well  as  formerly,  particu- 
larly the  thrashing.                             F.  S. 

37.— 
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County  of  Middlesex  — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

F  E  L  T  H  A  M.  (3) 


George  Thackrah,  Churchwarden. 
Charles  Allcot,  Overseer. 


28. — Some  employ  more  than  others. 

C.  A. 

G.T. 

29.— No. 

No.    The  good  men  of  course  get  the  preference. 

C.A. 
G.T. 

30. — ■is.  in  the  pound  last  year,  at  two  thirds  the  assessment. 
4s.  6d.  ditto. 

C.A. 
G.  T. 

31.— No. 

They  will  increase  somewhat  this  year ;  they  do  not  often  fluctuate. 

C.  A. 
G.  T. 

32. — There  has  been  an  Assistant  the  last  two  years,  and  the  rate  6d.  in  the  pound  less. 

C.A. 

G.  T. 

S3.— -The  money  raised  depends  on  the  sum  required.  In  general  it  takes  three  Rates  at  Is.  Rack  Rent.  When 
the  Overseers  want  a  Rate,  notice  of  a  meeting  is  given  in  the  church,  and  it  is  there  decided  what  the 
Rate  shall  be.    The  Vestry  is  open  to  all  Rate-payers.  C.  A.    G.  T. 


34). — The  Parish  was  surveyed  about  ten  years  since  by  a  disinterested  person,  and  each  property  is  set  in  the 
poor-book  according  to  the  valuation  then  made  on  houses  and  land.  C.  A.    G.  T. 


35. — The  Vicar,  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  the  inhabitant  Rate-payers  generally  all  interfere,  and  with 
equal  rights.  The  Overseers  make  known  their  prospective  wants  in  public  Vestry  duly  convened;  and 
the  parties  present,  after  auditing  the  past  payments  and  receipts,  and  being  fully  satisfied  of  the 
reasonableness  of  the  application,  make  a  poundage-rate  on  the  whole  value.  C.  A.    G.  T. 


36. — I  fear  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in  this  neighbourhood  is  diminishing,  but  I  cannot  attribute 
that  circumstance  in  any  great  degree  to  any  mal-administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  G.  T. 


37. — The  Industry  of  our  Labourers  is  seen  to  diminish  annually;  and  the  inability  or  unwillingness  of  that 
class  is  very  remarkable.  G.  T. 
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County  of  MONMOUTH— co;2^mwe^/. 


ANSWERS. 


ABERYSTWITH.  (3) 

ST.  ARYANS.  (3) 

William  Williams, 

Churchwarden. 

Edmund  Henry  Waller, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — According  to  extent  of  occupation. 

28. — They  are. 

zy.— iNone. 

zy.-~i>io« 

30. — 10s.  6d.,  rack  rent. 

30.— Is.  per  pound,  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — No  material  difference. 

32.— YeSj  and  good. 

6z. — IMo. 

33.— 

33. — The  Parishioners  paying  Rates  decide  the  amount 
to  be  collected,  at  Meetings  called  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  Overseer ;  and  the  Rates  are  sanc- 
tioned by  the  County  Magistrates. 

34..— 

34. — Tlie  Rates  are  'made  from  a  Valuation  of  the 
houses  and  lands  in  the  parish,  made  by  a  com- 
petent person  selected  by  the  parishioners  for 
that  purpose. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseer  has  only  one  voice  in  deciding  any 
matter.    There  is  no  Select  Vestry, 

86.— Same  as  usual. 

36. — No  variation  has  taken  place  for  some  years. 

37. — Not  worse. 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  not  diminishing. 
They  are  giving  satisfaction  to  their  Employers. 
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County  of  Monmouth — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LLANOVER,    LOWER.  (3) 

LLANVAPLEY.  (3; 

B.  Hall, 
J.  P. 

Thomas  Williams. 

28.— No. 

28.— 

29.  No. 

29. — There  is  no  difference  made  between  the  wages  of 
married  and  single  Men.  Wc  do  not  wisli  to 
offer  a  premium  on  population. 

SO. — About  2s.  rack  rent ;  but  the  Rates  are  made  on 
a  third  of  the  supposed  value  for  Rent. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

32,  No. 

32. — 

33. — The  Parishioners  in  Parish  Meeting  assembled. 

33. — The  Parishioners  assembled  in  Vestry. 

34:. — The  Parishioners  ordered  a  Land  Surveyor  to 
value  the  whole  Parish  about  five  years  ago, 
and  a  per-centage  is  raised  on  each  tenant  in 
the  form  of  a  Rate ;  since  that  period  several 
alterations  have  taken  place ;  and  the  arrange- 
ments consequent  upon  them  have  been  made 
by  the  Parishioners  in  Parish  Meeting. 

34?. — About  seven  years  ago  a  Valuation  was  made  of 
the  whole  parish,  and  approved  by  the  Parish- 
ioners in  Vestry;  and  ciich  Rnte- payer  is  charge- 
able widi  a  part  of  the  amount  to  be  raised, 
proportionate  to  the  then  Valuation  of  his 
Property. 

35. — We  have  General  Meetings ;  all  Rate-payers 
may  attend,  and  we  decide  then  upon  every 
thing  that  is  necessary  to  be  done  ;  and  it  is 
singular  that  during  the  number  of  years  I  have 
lived  in  Llanover  Parish  I  never  remember  a 
division.  The  Meetings  are  held  in  the  Church, 
which  is  open  to  all,  and  there  is  no  secrecy  in 
the  least  degree. 

85. — The  Overseer  expends  the  money  allowed  by  the 
Vestry,  and  then  calls  upon  them  for  a  further 
Rate,  the  amount  of  which  is  fixed  by  the 
Vestry.  The  Overseer  never  interferes  with 
the  proportion  established  between  the  respective 
Rate-payers :  this  would  be  a  question  for  the 
Parishioners  assembled  in  Vestry. 

36. — Diminishing.  No. 

36. — I  am  afraid  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is 
diminishing  in  tliis  neighbourhood,  but  I  do 
not  think  from  any  cause  connected  with  tlie 
Poor  Laws.  Rents  have  been  very  high  here, 
as  the  neighbouring  Iron-works  cause  a  great 
demand  for  Agricultural  Produce;  that  demand 
is  very  much  lessened  from  the  distress  in  the 
Iron  trade,  and  Rents  have  not  fallen  in  pro- 
portion to  Produce. 

37. — They  are  better  workmen  than  they  used  to  be. 
They  are  very  good  Labourers,  generally 
speaking. 

* 

37. — I  do  not  observe  much  alteration,  either  for  the 
better  or  worse,  in  the  Labourers.  They  are 
blow  in  adopting  any  new  iuiprovcmenls. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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MYNYDDYSLLWYN.  (3&2) 


John  Llewellin,  Churchwarden. 
John  Ho  Moggridge. 


28.  — There  is  no  such  apportionment  here ;  every  farmer  employs  men  as  he  considers  needful.  J.  L. 

29.  — No  distinction  where  single  and  married  men  are  equally  able-bodied.  J.L. 

Scarcely  any.  J.  H.  M. 

30.  — About  2s.  in  the  pound  on  the  yearly  rack  rent.  J.L. 

31.  — They  have  not  increased  compared  with  preceding  years.  J.L. 

32.  — There  is  no  Select.    There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Vestry, 

and  the  effect  of  his  appointment  lias  been  highly  beneficial  in  the  Parish.  J.  L. 


33.  — This  Parish  is  divided  into  three  Hamlets.  An  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  each  Hamlet  is  appointed  yearly  ; 

and  for  the  whole  Parisli  two  Churchwardens  are  also  appointed.  The  Rates  are  always  made  by  the 
five  officers  here  mentioned,  in  conjunction  with  the  body  of  the  Rate-payers  at  a  General  Vestry  held 
quarterly  for  that  purpose,  duly  published  in  the  church,  and  by  notice  affixed  on  the  church  door  four 
days  at  the  least  before.  •     J.  L, 

There  i?  what  is  called  a  Select  Vestry,  who  settle  these  matters  ;  they  meet  usually  once  in  every  quarter  of  a  year,  J.  H.  M. 

34.  — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  by  a  rate  of  so  much  in  the  pound  upon  the  valuation  at  a  rack  rent. 

J.  L. 

The  same  Select  Vestry,  or  the  most  active  portion  of  them.  '  Rates  are  varied  as  concerns  individuals, 
and  sometimes  many  items  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  this  irresponsible  body:  frequently  no  one  knows 
what  he  has  to  pay  till  the  collector  (overseer  or  deputy)  demands  it,  and  consequently  has  no  remedy 
against  over-charge  but  by  expensive  and  troublesome  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  after  the  rate 
has  been  paid.  J.  H.  M. 

■ — ' — ■ — ■  '  .  — ~  — — ^   i    , 

35.  — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  together  with  the  rate-paying  Parishioners  who  choose  to  attend 

the  Vestries,  always  take  part  in  deciding  upon  all  parochial  matters  relating  to  this  Parish;  and  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  interference  or  attendance  at  the  Vestry  of  any  such  Rate-payers,  if  they  think 
proper  to  be  present.  J.L. 

The  Overseers  are  mere  creatures  of  the  Select  Vestry.  J.  H.  M. 


36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  greatly  diminishing,  but  that  is  not  attributable  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  only,  but  to  the  general  depression  occasioned  by  the  present  state  of 
the  circtdatiiig  medium.  J,  Xj. 

Diminishing  certainly  \  not  materially  from  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws.  J,  H.  M. 


37. — Certainly  not  diminished;  but  the  difficulty  of  getting  constant  employment  throws  many  able  hands  fre- 
quently out  of  work.    It  cannot  be  said  that  they  are  worse  workmen  now  than  formerly.  J.L. 
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County  of  Monmouth — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


,             PORT  E  SKEW  ETT.  (3) 

R  0  C  K  F I  E  L  D.  (3) 

John  Wintle,  Overseer. 
John  Sharp,  39,  34,  35. 

James  Harris, 

Overseer. 

28.— .No. 

28. — Labourers  are  apportioned  amongst  the  occupiers 
according  to  the  extent  of  the  occupation. 

29,— No  diiierence  is  made,  unless  when  they  receive 
Parish  Relief. 

29.— No  distinction  is  made. 

30.— 

30. — At  one  half  the  rack  rent. 

31. — An  immaterial  increase. 

31. — The  same  as  last  year. 

32.— No. 

32. — Neither. 

33. — The  Minister,  Churchwarden,  Overseer,  and 
Parishioners.                         John  Sharp. 

33.— 

34. — Decided  at  Parish  Meeting,  and  collected  by  a 
regular  Poor  Rate,  and  according  to  the  quan-  1 
tity  of  Land  they  hold.                      J.  S, 

34).— 
• 

35. — We  have  no  Vestry  j  and  it  is  decided  by  the 
Overseer  and  other  Parishioners.          J.  S. 

35.— 

86  

• 

36 — 

37.— Industry  is  diminishing.    Worse  workmen  tlian 
formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


Town  of  USK.  (3) 

WOLVES-NEWTON.  (3) 

Willi' mi  James, 

Overseer. 

James  B.  Davies, 

J.  P. 

28.— Not  apportioned.    They  get  work  at  the  neigh- 

UUUIJiii^  iallilS. 
O 

28.— They  are  not  apportioned  at  all ;  they  get  em- 
ployment where  they  can. 

29. — There  is  no  distinction  made. 

29. — No ;  each  is  paid  according  to  the  work  done. 

30. — 45.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  what  the  house 
and  premises  are  supposed  to  be  worth  per  annum. 

30. — 45.  in  the  pound,  at  what  is  called  rack  rent. 

31. — Much  as  usual. 

31.— They  have  not  increased,  and  I  think  owing  to 

the  mildness  of  the  winter.  I  observe  invarlalily  that  the  greateit 
demand  on  the  rate  is  at  that  period  of  the  year. 

32. — We  have  neither. 

32. — The  parish  is  too  small  for  the  attempt,  which 
would  be  attended  with  much  expense  and  no 
benefit. 

33.— 

33.— There  are  generally  two  Rates  made  in  the  year 

for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Parish  Meetings  are  called  of  the 
Inhabitants  generally  for  the  purpose  of  granting  the  Rates  ;  but 
this  is  merely  a  matter  of  form.  The  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers make  the  Rates,  which  are  signed  by  a  few  other  InhabitantS( 
to  signify  the  sanction  and  consent  of  the  Parish. 

34.— 

34. — It  is  decided  by  an  old  Valuation  of  the  Parish, 
Each  person  pays  so  much  in  the  pound  on  the 
sum  he  is  rated  at  in  the  assessment.  This  is 
of  course  done  by  the  Parish  Officers.  If  the 
rate  is  a  just  and  equal  one,  it  is  of  no  impor- 
tance whether  the  Valuation  be  ancient  or 
modern. 

35 — 

35. — See  answer  to  query  33. 

36.— It  is  much  the  same  as  usual. 

36.— The  Capital  is  diminishing,  but  owing  to  various 
causes. 

S7.— The  Labourers  are  quite  as  good  workmen  as 
usual. 

37. — I  think  the  Industry  of  the  married  Labourer  is 
diminishing ;  he  fancies  he  has  a  claim  on  the 
Parish  Funds,  and  the  Magistrates  too  often 
confirm  it. 
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County  of  NORFOLK — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  CLE.  (1) 

B  R  O  C  K  D  I  S  H.  (3) 

H.  B.  Baker, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  C.  Breltingham, 

Churcnwaraen, 

28. — They  are  apportioned  according  to  arable  acres. 

28. — An  apportionment  was  attempted  of  one  man  to 

tliirty  3crcSj  fXTid  succcBclcd  for  si  time  till  some  Ftiriners  lirol^c 
from  the  bargain.    The  late  Act  of  Parliament  will  remedy 
this  defect. 

/i9. — None  to  able-bodied  Men. 

29. — Frequently,  where  there  is  a  surplus  of  men.  The 
Farmers  prefer  the  married  men  in  consequence  of 
their  families,  anfi  the  single  men  are  obliged  to  take 
lower  wages  ;  but  much  work  is  done  by  the  piece. 

30. — Nearly  3s.  at  rack  rent. 

30.— 

31. — Increased  a  little.  ! 

i 

31.— 

32, — We  liave  an  open  Vestry  and  Assistant  Over- 
seer.   The  effect  has  been  good. 

32. — We  nave  no  oelect  Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  other 
Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  assisted  by 
such  inhabitants  of  the  parish  as  choose  to 
attend  the  meetings,  of  which  due  notice  is 
always  given  at  church. 

34. — The  before-mentioned  persons,  according  to  each 
individual's  assessment  on  the  Parish  Books. 

34. — No  new  Assessment  of  the  Parish  has  been  made 
for  several  years,  but  alterations  from  time  to 
time  take  place,  as  the  Parish  Officers  (Church- 
wardens and  Overseers)  think  fit;  if  Rate- payers 
conceive  they  are  rated  too  high,  or  others  too 
low,  they  state  their  complaints  at  the  parish 
meetings,  where  the  case  is  decided  upon,  subject 
to  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

35. — These  matters  are  decided,  as  all  others  are,  by 
a  maiority  of  Rate-pavers  attending  the  Vestry. 

35. — I  have  lived  in  the  parish  only  since  Michaelmas 
1829.    The  parish  is  small.    I  do  not  always 
attend  the  meetings,  which,  however,  I  have 
never  seen  otherwise  than  unanimous.  The 
largest  Occupiers,  as  having  most  at  stake,  are 
of  course  most  attended  to. 

36.— -We  think  it  diminishing.    We  find  it  difficult  to 
give  a  decided  answer  to  the  last  clause  of  this 
question  as  regards  this  neighboui'hood. 

• 

36. — It  certainly  does  not  increase,  while  the  Poor's 

Rate  generally  does,  with  every  prospect  of  continuing  to  do  so, 
unless  something  be  done  to  give  tlie  Labourer  a  more  inde- 
pendent feeling,  as  by  allowing  him  land ;  and  though  it  would 
be  hard  as  well  as  unwise  in  the  beginning  for  the  Parish  to 
take  any  advantage  of  this,  inasmuch  as  it  would  deter  the 
Labourer  from  helping  himself,  still  both  Parishes  and  La- 
bourers must  soon  find  out  the  benefit  of  the  plan,  and  the 
country  be  improved,  the  cultivators  of  cabbages  and  potatoes 
lieiiig  much  better  subjects  than  the  readers  of  blasphemy  and 
sedition. 

37. — There  appears  to  be  in  this  respect  but  little  dif- 
ference. 

37. — Not  better,  certainly,  in  consequence  of  farmers 
not  keeping  servants  in  their  houses  as  formerly. 
Few  youug  men  live  in  service  ;  many  are  obliged 
to  work  on  the  roads;  then  they  marry  early  and 
stock  the  parish  with  children,  and  become  a  con- 
stant burden.  It  is  complained  of  in  many  parishes 
that  though  labourers  are  superabundant  yet  good 
ploughmen  and  superior  workmem  are  scarce,  par- 
ticularly amongst  tlie  young. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


BROOKE.  (1) 

B  U  C  K  E  N  H  A  M.  (3) 

J.  Holmes,  J.  P.    Director  of  the  House  of  Industry 
of  the  Hundreds  of  Loddon  and  Clavering. 

tia.  Cawsiori. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — No  difference  is  made. 

29. — In  some  cases  .ag  much  as  one  third  more  to  a 
married  Man  than  to  one  who  is  unmarried. 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32. — We  liave  no  Select  Vestry. 

32. — 

33. — The  Parish  having  been  incorporated  since  1763, 

with  40  other  Parishes,  and  the  proportion  of  Rate  to  be  paid 
by  each  Parish  throughout  the  Hundreds  being  then  fixed,  and 
remaining  invariable,  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  each  Parish 
is  determined  for  the  ensuing  quarter,  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting 
of  the  Directors  and  acting  Guardians  of  the  Hundreds,  and 
notice  is  sent  to  the  Overseers  of  each  Parish,  after  approval 
of  the  Magistrates  at  Quarter  Sessions. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

34. — A  Vestry  Meeting,  called  according  to  the  usual 
forms,  as  directed  by  Law,  having  ascertained 
the  amount  of  the  two  Rates  (Poor  and  County), 
instructs  the  Overseer  to  levy  that  amount  in 
the  Parish,  fixing  the  Rate  per  pound  requisite, 
and  each  occupier  paying  according  to  a  valua- 
tion taken  in  the  year  1822. 

34. — .The  Overseers. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  and  each  Overseer 

nn.^  niit  ni*^  vntp  or  votps  n<5  Jinv  nfnpi*  T?<itp— 

.  payer  on  the  subject  under  discussion,  as  by 
58  G.  3.  c.  69.  s.  3. 

35. — This  being  a  very  small  Parish,  and  only  having 

twn  Ppr<;nTis  rhnrfTpd   to  tlip  T?ntp«    tV»p  wlinlp 

business  is  managed  by  the  acting  Overseer. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing;  partly,  no  doubt,  owing 
to  great  abuses  in  the  administration,  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — Rather  increasing,  but  not  attributable  to  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37.— -The  Labourers,  certainly,  do  not  do  the  same 
quantity  of  work  as  formerly. 

37. — Rather  diminishing. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CASTLE  RISING.  (1) 

COCKLEY  CLEY.  (3) 

John  Beck, 

Overseer. 

Theophiliis  Russell  Buchxvorth,  J.  P. 

Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

QQ  XTnf-  nnv  tn  flhlp  TVTen. 

29.— Verv  little  difference      THpv  nrp  crpnprftllv  nAid 

Arf.^.          »w*y     11  »j  t/*^    V*  i        I                       Alley    die    Ck^JLI  vl  m  1  f    Lf  ulU 

according  to  their  work. 

30. — 3s.  in  the  pound  upon  Rent  and  Tithe. 

30. — 4s.  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Inci-eased  about  10/. 

32. — No. 

32.  No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry,  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

34;. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners, 
agreed  to  at  a  PubHc  Meeting. 

34j. — It  is  paid  according  to  the  value  of  the  Occu- 
pations. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  take  a  part  in  deciding  all 
matters,  and  taking  the  management  of  the  Poor 
upon  all  occasions. 

35. — As  I  hold  two  Farms  besides  the  Hale  Lands, 
there  is  only  one  other  Person  that  pays  the 
Rate  j  and  he  is  acting  Overseer,  and  a  large 
Farmer. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing. 

37.— 

— .  _ — .  .  — — ^  

37. — Decreasing;  and  worse  Labourers  than  the  old 
ones. 
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C  O  L  T  I  S  H  A  L  L.  (3) 


James  Ward,  D.  D.    Henry  Mayes,  Churchwarden. 

Robert  Haiues. 


28.  —  They  are  not  apportioned.  H.  M. 

No  arrangement  of  the  kind.  R.  H. 

29.  — No.  J-W-  H.M. 

No  other  difference  than  that  a  married  Man  of  good  character,  or  rather  a  good  workman,  with  a  Family, 
has  sometimes  more  piece-work  given  him  ;  but  it  is  left  solely  to  the  discretion  of  the  employer.  R.  H. 


30.  — Ss.  6d.  in  the  pound  for  the  quarter  at  half  Rack-rent.  H.  M. 

14*.  in  the  pound  laid  at  half  the  Rack-rent.  R.  H, 

31.  — Increased.  H.  M. 

R.H. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  acting  under  a  Guardian.  H.  M. 

No  Select  Vestry;  an  Assistant  Ovei'seer,  as  a  matter  of  convenience.  R.  H. 

33.  — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  in  Vestry.  J.  ff. 


34. — The  Rates  are  made  from  the  valuation  of  the  Parish.  J,  W. 


35.— 


36. — Decreasing,  chiefly  from  high  Poor  Rates.  J,  JY. 

The  value  of  stock  and  crop  being  less,  of  course  the  whole  amount  of  capital  is  decreased,  the  relative 
amount  of  capital  is  nearly  the  same ;  as  sufficient  as  at  any  previous  time  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 
There  is  great  competition  for  Farms  in  this  neighbourhood,  particularly  small  occupations;  the  latter 
increase  the  Rates,  as,  from  the  want  of  capital,  they  perform  the  greater  part  of  the  labour  themselves.  I 
do  not  think  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  can  have  materially  affected  the  increase  or  diminution 
of  Agricultural  Capital.  '  H. 


37. — They  are  not  considered  so  good  as  formerly.  j; 

The  industry  of  the  best  Labourers  is  equal  to  what  it  ever  was;  but  there  is  a  large  class  of  men  whose 
labour  is  worth  but  little  at  any  time,  and  who,  when  out  of  work,  are  maintained  by  the  Parish,  These 
men  have  neither  energy  or  prudence,  and  have  a  very  injurious  effect  on  the  better  sort  of  Labourers, 
and  increase  in  a  greater  ratio.  Ji,  Jj, 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CO  UGH  AM.  (1) 

C  O  S  T  E  S  S  E  Y.  (1) 

John- Beck., 

Churchwarden  and  Surveyor. 

John  Culley,  50  years  an  Occupier  of  from  800 
to  1600  acres. 

28.' — They  are  not  apportioned :  a  compulsory  power 
to  apportion  according  to  Assessment  would 
certainly  benefit  the  Labourers. 

28.— 

29. — Single  men,  generally  f)s.  a  week ;  and  they  work 

willingly  for  this  sum  :  and  as  the  maintenance  of  the  Oc- 
cupier and  Family  depends  entirely  upon  economical  atten- 
tion to  every  disbursement,  it  is  only  common  prudence  to 
employ  such  Labourers,  and  at  such  Wages. 

29. — No  difference  if  they  are  equally  able:  only  I 
strive  to  give  the  Men  with  Families  the  piece- 
work, that  their  Children  may  be  employed. 

30. — 35.  in  the  pound  upon  Rent  and  Tithe. 

30.— 

31. — Somewhat  increased. 

31.— 

32. — Neither. 

32.— 

33. — At  the  end  of  each  half-year,  the  Overseers  call  a 
Vestry  Meeting at  which  (consisting  of  three  or 
four  Occupiers,  the  Parish  being  small)  it  is  decided 
what  Rate  shall  be  made  to  reimburse  the  Overseer 
his  outlay  for  the  last  six  months,  and  leave  a  small 
surplus,  as  Town  Stock,  for  the  commencement  of 
the  succeeding  half-year's  outgoings. 

33. — The  acting  Overseer  calls  a  meeting  of  the  Rate- 
payers, and  thereat  states  the  amount  —  say  100/., 
which  may  call  for  a  Rate  of  8c?.  in  the  pound, 
which  is  likely  to  be  wanted  for  the  ensuing  quar- 
ter, which  is  assented  to,  or  disallowed,  or  altered, 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  or  a  majority 
of  them. 

VA. — Each  Occupier  is  assessed  according  to  a  valu- 
ation of  the  Parish,  made  several  years  ago : 
any  change  in  the  extent  or  value  of  Occupa- 
tion of  any  Rate-payer  is  met  by  a  correspond- 
ing alteration  in  the  Assessment,  according  to 
the  judgment  of  the  Overseer.  No  dispute  has 
arisen  upon  any  such  amendment. 

3i. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  the 
Assessment  or  R*ate  according  to  the  estimated, 
fair  rental,  value  of  each  person's  occupation. 
Upon  complaint,  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers, at  the  Parish  Meeting,  examine  the  case, 
and  confirm  or  amend  the  Assessment,  as  they 
deem  right. 

35.— 

35. — We  do  not  regulate  the  affairs  of  our  Parish 
under  the  Vestry  Act.  The  Overseers  and 
Churchwardens  adopt  the  means  beiore  men- 
tioned. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing.  The  Poor  Laws,  as  now  acted 
upon,  certainly  tend  to  diminish  capital.  The 
Labourers  not  being  independent,  the  Farmer 
cannot  "et  so  much  work  done  for  the  same 
sum  of  money. 

37.— 

t 

37. — They  are,  as  a  whole,  much  xwrsc.  There  being 
too  many  Labourers,  those  who  are  thrown  upon 
the  Parish  for  employment  are  generally  the  worst 
characters,  and  from  these  all  the  evil  springs. 
The  want  of  employment,  such  as  inhere  the  man 
hnoixs  he  is  doing  good,  is  the  great  evil  to  be  re- 
moved. The  Poor  want  only  this  kind  of  employ- 
ment to  make  them  again  happy  and  industrious. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


DENTON.  (1) 

EAST  DEREHAM.  (3) 

W.  Chester,  J.  P.,  Rector. 

W.  W.  Lee  Warner,  J.  P. 

28.— There  is  no  such  apportionment,  or  little  distinc- 
tion made.                                      TV.  W. 

28.— No. 

29.— Not  if  they  are  good  Labourers.            W»  TV. 
Very  commonly,  variously  modified  ;  say  from  Is. 
to  about  Ss.                                     TV.  C. 

ployers  to  married  Men,  on  account  of  the  Rates.  Single  Men 
arc  induced  to  offer  themselves  at  less  wages,  and  are  frequently 
employed  on  that  account.  Very  considerable  difference  ;  in 
many  cases  more  than  half. 

SO. — 75.  9d.  in  the  pound;  rated  at  about  16s.  per 
acre.                                             JV.  TV, 

30. — From  8s.  to  lOs.  in  the  pound  upon  an  assessment 

of  20s.  an  acre,  the  Rack-rent  averaging  about  24s.  per  acre. 

31. — Increased  Is.  dd.  in  the  pound.              TV.  TV. 

31. — About  the  same  as  last  year. 

32.— NSele  ct  Vestry:  we  have  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

TV.  TV. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  : 
effect  doubtful. 

S3. — Not  any  particular  person  :  but,  when  the  Over- 
seers have  calculated  what  money  will  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Parish  (which  fluc- 
tuates in  amount  from  time  to  time,  according  to 
circumstances),  they  submit  the  proposed  Rate  to 
the  Vestry,  previous  to  its  being  laid  before  the 
Magistrates  for  their  sanction.                 W.  C. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled, have  (until  last  Easter)  been  very  much 
(indeed,  I  might  be  justified  in  saying,  almost 
entirely)  guided  by  an  Assistant  Overseer.  The 
Rate  has  been  laid  and  collected  quarterly. 

34. — The  Overseers,  according  to  a  Valuation  hereto- 
fore made  of  the  Rate-payei's'  respective  Occu- 
pations.                                         TV.  C. 

34-. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  what 
glterations  they  deem  requisite. 

35.— The  Overseers  submit  the  sum  necessary  to  be 
raised  by  Rate  to  the  Vestry  ;  and  the  In  ha- 

1  • 

bitants,  i.  e.  Occupiers,  assembled  in  Vestry, 
decide  upon  its  propriety.                   Ti\  C. 

35. — Formerly  it  was  very  much  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Assistant  Overseer;  but,  since  Easter, 
there  is  much  more  care  and  attention  paid  by 
the  present  Overseers,  who  transact  the  whole 
business  of  disbursing  and  collecting  the  Rate 
themselves. 

36. — It  is  certainly  decreased,  and  decreasing :  attri- 
butable, in  a  great  measure,  to  the  large  amount 
of  Poor's  Rate  ;  but  not  exclusively  to  that  cir- 
cumstance.                                     TV.  C. 

36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminish- 
ing, and  the  decrease  is  in  some  measure  attri- 
butable to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— It  is  evidently  decreasing.  There  is  less  emu- 
lation amongst  them ;  and  I  should  say,  on  the 
whole,  they  are  worse  workmen  than  I  formerly 
recollect  them.                                TV.  C. 

37. — Much  worse  workmen. 
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ANSWERS. 

DOWNHAM  MARKET. 

(3) 

J.  Scott,  P.  Baker,  Overseers. 
R.  P.  Garritt,  late  Overseer. 

28.- 

— Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 
They  are  not ;  but  are  employed  at  the  will  of  the  occupiers. 

J.  S.    p.  B. 
R.  P.  G. 

29.- 

— No  distinction  made  in  wages. 

None  when  I  was  Overseer.    It  was  attempted,  but  in  consequence  of  our 
other  work,  we  caused  that  plan  to  be  done  away  with. 

J.S.  P.B. 

taking  them  and  putting  them  to 
R.  P.  G. 

30.- 

— 8s.  in  the  pound  upon  Rack-rent. 
Our  Assessment  is  about  one  half  Rack-rent;  our  Rates,  about  7s.  in  the 

J.  S.    P.  B. 

pound ;  or  3s.  6d.  upon  the  Rack. 

R.  P.  G. 

31.- 

— They  remain  stationary. 

In  1831  they  were  1165/.  Os.  lOd.    In  1832  they  were  1322Z.  16s.  80'. 

J.  S.    P.  B. 
R.  P.  G. 

32.- 

— No  Select  Vestry,  the  Assistant  Overseer  is  paid  by  voluntary  subscription.                        J.  S.    P.  B. 
No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer.                                                                             R.  P.  G. 

33. — The  Rate-payers,  in  Vestry  assembled,  with  the  Minister,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers.   J.  S.    P.  B. 

R.  P.  G. 


3^. — The  amount  charged  on  individuals  is  ascertained  and  regulated  by  the  Parochial  Assessment.  J.  S.    P.  B. 
The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  public  Vestry  assembled.  R.  P.  G. 


55. — The  Overseers  propose  these  matters  at  a  public  meeting,  and  they  are  then  agreed  to  by  the  persons  at- 
tending. "  J.S.  P.B. 
The  Churchwardens  and  the  majority  of  the  Vestry.  R.  P.  G. 


36. — On  the  increase.  J.  S.    P.  B. 

I  think  nearly  stationary.  R.  p.  G. 


S". — As  good  workmen  as  ever,  when  properly  paid  for  it. 
I  think  nearly  stationary. 


J.  S.    P.  B. 
R.  P.  G. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


DERSINGHAM. 


John  Brett,  Clerk,  J.  P. 


(1) 


28. 


29. — Yes,  very  considerable  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year,  when  work  is  scarce. 


30. — 


32. 


33. — The  custom  in  this  Parish,  and  most  others  in 
the  district,  is  for  the  acting  Overseer  (when 
his  means  are  exhausted)  to  get  a  Rate  allowed 
by  the  Magistrates  at  Is.  or  Is.  Bd.  in  the  pound, 
as  it  may  be,  and  to  have  the  same  repeated  as 
often  as  circumstances  require  during  the  year. 


34,, — The  Overseers  make  a  regular  Assessment  upon 
each  occupier,  according  to  a  valuation  of  the  Parish  ; 
and  if  any  person  feels  himself  aggrieved,  he  takes 
the  opportunity  of  a  Vestry  being  assembled  to  make 
his  complaint  and  seek  redress.  By  a  proportioned 
valuation  is  to  be  understood  a  valuation  amounting 
to  a  given  proportion  of  the  real  value ;  in  someplaces 
to  three  fourths,  in  others  four  fifths,  and  so  on.  An 
Assessment  is  never  made  upon  the  Rack-rent. 


35. — The  Vestry  interfere  very  little :  in  fact,  there  is  a 
great  difficulty  in  making  a  Vestry,  except  at 
the  end  of  the  year;  when  the  Overseer's  Ac- 
count is  audited,  and  a  new  Overseer  appointed. 


36.— I  suspect  that  it  has  already  diminished;  but  if 

not,  I  am  quite  sure,  that  every  person  possessing  capital 
will  withdraw  it  from  Agriculture,  unless  some  method  is 
devised  of  managing  and  employing  the  Poor,  better  than  that 
in  present  use;  and  I  know  of  no  one  so  likely  to  produce  this 
end  as  an  apportionment  of  the  Labourers,  or  a  Labour  Rate, 
or  rather  legalising  any  plan  which  a  given  proportion  of  the 
resident  occupiers  of  a  Parish,  assembled  in  Vestry,  may  think 
advisable  and  suitable  to  their  circumstances,  for  a  given  time, 
and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the- Magistrates  of  the  Hundred. 


7. — I  do  not  think  the  Labourers  are  worse  workmen 
than  formerly,  or  less  industrious ;  but  they 
have  not  the  same  opportunity  of  being  indus- 
trious. Piece-work  is  seldom  given  them  ;  and 
when  it  is,  the  terms  are  so  low,  that  it  affords 
them  little  or  no  encouragement. 


E  A  R  S  H  A  M. 


(I) 


Wm.  Hammond, 
Edward  Cassan 

28. — Not  apportioned. 


verseers. 


B.C. 


29.— Yes. 


E.C. 


30. — 5s.  or  6s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds. 


31. — Increased, 


E.  C. 


32. — Assistant  Overseer  ;  but  no  Select  Vestry.  / 

E.C. 


33. — The  Poor  Rate  is  made  by  4  quarterly  payments 
at  a  Vestry  Meeting,  with  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers.  JV.  H. 

E.C. 


34. — The  amount  is  paid  by  an  equal  Assessment  of 
the  Property  of  each  Rate-payer,  made  by  two 
indifferent  persons,  who  value  the  whole  Pro- 
perty of  the  Parish.  W.  H. 

E.C. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  decide  all 
matters,  by  taking  the  majority  of  the  Parish- 
ioners at  a  Vestry  Meeting.  W.  H. 

E.  a 


36.—- 


37.' 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


F  O  U  L  S  H  A  M.  (3) 

G  I  S  S  1  N  G.  (3) 

Samuel  Adams. 

William  R.  Kemp. 

28. — Not  at  present;  but  it  is  m  contemplation  to 

orlrinl   tliA  O  A-  ^  \Sf  4.   r   Qfi    in  tliic  Piricli  if 

aUUpt    LKlC    ^  OC  O     VV  .  1*.  C  x7U»   111   LUIS    JTtlllolJ}  Jl 

it  can  be  accomplished. 

28.— 

29. — Yes:  some  are  paid  no  more  than  6s.,  some  7s.,  some 
8s.,  and  some  95.,  and  many  of  them  of  equal 
strength  as  the  married  Men.    It  is  time  this 
impolitic  system  should  be  abandoned. 

29. — None. 

30. — Average  of  the  last  two  years,  8s.  2c?.  in  the  pound 

at  Rack-rental,  taking  the  Rent  at  20s.  per  acre,  a  fair  average 
Rental  «f  the  Parish. 

30.— 

31. — Increased  Q5l.  lOs.  ifc?.  during  the  last  year. 

31.— 

•9 

QO   

33.—  • 

33. — When  the  previous  Rate  is  expended,  the  Over- 
seer usually  makes  another,  similar  in  all  re- 
spects, without  officially  consulting  any  one. 

"A.— 

34. — At  the  time  of  making  a  Rate  (except  any  alter- 
ations are  made  in  the  Assessment,  by  change  of 
occupation,  &c.),  no  decision  takes  place  as  to  the 
amount    each  Rate-payer  shall  pay,  but  that  is 
already  determined  by  the  Assessment,  which  has 
been  acted  upon  for  many  years  in  this  Parish,  and 
made,  I  presume,  under  a  valuation,  which  has 
hitherto  been  considered  satisfactory  amongst  the 
Rate-pay  ei's. 

35.— 

35. — Whenever  any  question  arises  as  to  any  alter- 
ation in  the  Assessment,  on  account  of  change 
of  occupation,  &c.,  it  is  decided  by  the  ma- 
jority of  Rate-payers  present  at  a  Town 
Meeting,  and  generally  without  any  difficulty, 
as  by  the  Assessment  it  is  easily  computed 
what  ought  to  be  the  Assessment  of  the  part 
to  be  assessed. 

36.— 

36. — I  think  it  is  somewhat  diminishing;  to  which 
the  Poor  Laws  certainly  contribute  largely,  by 
teaching  the  Poor  Man  to  forget  that  the 
maintenance  of  his  Family  must  depend  upon 
his  own  exertions  and  forethought- 

37— 

37. — Decidedly  diminishing ;  and,  from  their  being  so 
numerous,  the  Farmers  either  cannot,  for  want 
of  the  means,  or  will  not,  with  the  risk  of  re- 
muneration, employ  the  Labourers,  who  have 
to  resort  to  the  Parish  for  relief  in  very  many 
instances ;  and  those  who  perhaps  are  in  pretty 
constant  employ,  seeing  this,  are  often  induced 
to  resort  to  the  same  means  for  maintenance,: 
rather  than  work  for  it. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


S15c 


County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  Y  N  F  O  R  D.  (£) 

H  E  C  K  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (i) 

Robert  Wright,  Land  Agent. 

John  Freston, 

Overseer. 

28. — No. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — Not  in  this  Parish.    But  when  many  are  unem- 
ployed, the  single  Men  are  paid  much  lower 
than  the  married  Men,  who  are  paid  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  their  Families. 

30. — About  55.  in  the  pound  in  this  Parish.    In  several 
others  they  are  as  high  as  125. 

30. — 65.  in  the  pound,  estimated  upon  value. 

3 1 . — About  the  same  last  year  as  the  year  before.  The  in- 
crease during  the  last  10  years  has  been  25  per  cent. 

31. — Increased  very  materially,  in  consequence  of  the 

number  of  Men  unemployed  in  the  Parishes  incorporated 
with  us. 

32. — No. 

32. — Neither*  tnp  Imcinocc  ic  Anna  Kwr  «  .it^^^i.-i*.  o 

xi«:;ii,iie:i  ,  liic  uu&iiiLss  Is  uone  uy  a  wceKly  i^om- 

mittee,  at  the  House  of  Industry. 

33. — There  is  a  meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  held  every 
year,  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas,  when  they 
agree  upon  the  amount  of  money  to  be  col- 
lected. 

33. — In  these,  two  Hundi-eds  and  42  Parishes  are  in- 
corporated ;  Quarterly  Meetings  are  held,  when 
the  accounts  are  examined  by  the  Directors  and 
Guardians,  and  a  certain  sum  is  levied  upon  the 
Hundreds,  which  is  then  divided  according  to 
the  valuation  of  each  Parish  therein. 

34. — Each  Payer  is  rated  according  to  the  value  of  his 
occupation,  which  continues  unaltered  unless 
some  extraordinary  alteration  in  the  value  may 
have  taken  place ;  and  the  Rates  being  made  at 
a  certain  sum  in  the  pound  upon  all  the  occu- 
pations, each  person's  share  is,  of  course,  fixed 
without  the  necessity  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  by 
each  being  decided  by  any  one. 

34. — About  13  years  since,  an  Inclosure  Valuation  was 
made,  according  to  which  each  Occupier's  pro- 
portion of  the  Rate  is  decided. 

35. — The  accounts  are  examined  by  all  the  inhabitants 
present  at  the  meeting,  and  the  sum  which  has 
been  expended  is  levied,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  occupations. 

35. — A  Rate  is  made  by  the  Overseers  that  will  meet 
the  Parish  expence  for  the  quarter.  If  any 
particular  outlay  is  apprehended,  we  call  a 
Town  Meeting,  and  determine  the  sum  re- 
quired. 

36. — It  has  been  nearly  stationary  since  1818,  but 
rather  increasing  than  otherwise. 

36.— 

37. — There  are  some  Labourers  in  the  Parish  who  are 
as  industrious  and  intelligent  as  any  who  ever 
resided  in  it;  but  the  character  of  many  is  ma- 
terially degraded  within  the  last  20  years,  as 
they  are  careless  of  retaining  the  good  opinion 
of  their  Masters,  knowing  that  the  Parish  must 
support  tiiem  and  their  Families  if  they  are 
unemployed. 

r>  r    /_  \     T«  iw» 

37.— 
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ANSWERS. 


HOUGHTON.  (3) 

KING'S  LYNN,  (St.  Margaret.)  (3) 

George  Bate, 

Overseer. 

A.  Holditch, 

Guardian. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28.— 

OQ     A ^'mrrlinor  to  the  scFvice  of  the  Men. 

29. — 

80. — Will  average  about  320/.  per  annum,  or  5s,  106?. 
per  acre. 

30. —  12s.  in  the  pound  on  one  third  of  the  real  rental. 

31. — Increased  a  few  pounds. 

31.— 

32. — Neither. 

o'z,. — 

33. — The  Overseer^  who  varies  according  to  his  dis- 
bursements. , 

33. — The  Guardians  of  the  Poor  meet  once  a  quarter, 
and  levy  the  Rate,  which  is  generally  3s.  in  the 
pound  quarterly  upon  each  assessment.   We  fix 
a  value,  and  each  Person  pays  upon  three  filths 
of  the  aforesaid  value,  which  averages  about  one 
third  of  real  Rental. 

34. — The  assessment  made  14  years  since. 

34. — The  Court  of  Guardians. 

35.— 

35. — We  have  no  Vestry ;  the  Poor  are  governed  by 
the  aforesaid  Court  of  Guardians. 

36. — 

36.— 

37.— 


37. — I  do  not  know  of  any  decrease  in  industry,  except 
in  a  few  cases,  but  I  believe  the  habits  of  the 
younger  Men  are  frequently  more  dissolute, 
and  this  has  been  increased  by  the  Beer  Act. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  317c 
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ANSWERS. 

LITTLE  MASSINGHAM.  (3) 

Rev.  Mr.  Brereton. 
Joseph  Harwood,  33,  34,  35. 


29. — Yes,  there  is  commonly  a  difference,  and  ii  is  an  injustice. 


SC- 


SI.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Rate-payers  and  Parish  Officers  (who  are  likewise  Rate-payers).  There  is  no  Vestry,  and  the  business 
is  done  by  the  Rate-payers  generally,  without  distinction.  J.  H. 


34. — The  Rate-payers.  jr  jy; 


35. — We  have  no  Vestry,  as  before  said:  the  Rate-payers,  including  the  Parish  Officers,  decide  in  all  cases, 
subject  to  the  advice  of  Magistrates.  j;  //. 


36. — It  was  diminished  by  the  change  in  the  Currency  ;  by  the  change  in  prices  produced  by  that  cause;  by  a 
change  from  war  to  peace,  &c.  The  increase  or  diminution  of  the  Poor  Laws  is  very  slightly  and 
indirectly  affi.'cted  by  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  The  distribution  of  employment,  and  wages 
or  expenditure  for  labour,  are  directly  affected  by  that  administration. 


37. — It  is  generally  said  that  Labourers  are  worse  Workmen ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  is  the  case  when  Men  are 
employed  by  the  day,  and  day  wages  do  not  much  exceed,  or  only  equal,  or  even  fall  below,  the  standard 
of  allowance;  but  at  piece-work  I  imagine  that  both  the  industry  and  powers  of  the  Labourers  are  un- 
diminished. The  ancient  statutes,  which  fixed  the  hours  of  labour,  appointed  from  5  in  the  morning  till 
7  or  8  in  the  Summer,  and  from  daydawn  to  nightfall  in  the  Winter: — these  terms  of  labour  are' not 
now  observed,  especially  by  Parish  Paupers. 


P.L.  (B.)— Paut  in. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MATTISHALL.  (l) 

MATTISHALL  BURGH.  (i) 

John  Beeston,  Overseer. 
Uniinpt  Hffwes.  33.  34,  35. 

Wm.  Taylor, 

Churchwarden. 

28.— 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — Yes,  from  3s.  to  6s.  per  week. 

29.— No. 

SC- 

30.— 7s.  in  the  pound,  at  1/.  per  acre. 

SI.— 

31. — Increased  about  Is.  in  the  pound. 

S2.— 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry  determine  how  much  money  is  to  be 
raised  for  3  months  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Poor,  and  incidental  thereto,                i2.  H. 

33.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry  assembled.  H. 

34.— 

35. — By  vote,  if  they  cannot  agree,  which  is  seldom 
the  case,  as  the  Parishioners  have  all  the  same 
interest  not  to  raise  more  money  than  is  neces- 
sary. I^' 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  chiefly  owing  to  high  Rents  and 
Tithes,  and  non-employment  of  the  Poor,  which 
latter  is  caused  by  the  Land  being  in  too  many 
small  occupations. 

36.— 

37, — Diminishing,  and  workmen  not  so  good  as  for- 
merly. 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


WEST   RAINHAM.  (3) 

REDENHALL  with  HARLESTON.  (3) 

Thomas  Brown,  Packsfield  House, 

Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 

John  Oldershav),  Rector,  33,  34,  35,  36. 
Samuel  Davy,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

28. — One  Man  and  one  Boy  to  20/.  assessment  to  the 

Pool'  Rnff»    liu  ii    T.;ihr>iir   H;itr*   Ifir  mv  wppks. 

lately  adopted.                                   S.  D. 

29. — None,  if  on  piece-work  ;  from  Is.  to  2s.  per  week 
less  to  single  Men,  if  tliey  are  by  the  day. 

29. — Occasionally,  not  generally.                    iS'.  L). 

30. — Average  5s.  an  acre. 

30. — About  lOs.  in  the  pound,  on  a  valuation. 

S.  D. 

31.— No. 

31. — Nearly  equal.                                       S.  D. 

^jgia     "XNC/j  tut?  Xttllall  13           aliJaii  v.\j  IciJUllC  uiic* 

Overseer,  and  a  managing  open  Committee. 

S.  D. 

33. — The  Overseers,  who  raise  a  sufficient  sum  for 
their  maintenance  for  half  a  year. 

33. — A  Committee  of  eight  Rate-payers  assemble  once 

in  13  weeks,  examine  tlie  Overseers'  accounts,  and  order  that  a 
Rate  of  so  much  in  the  l*ound  be  charged  on  the  lands  and 
houses  charged  in  the  Assessment  (not  the  Cottages  of  the 
Poor).  This  Committee  is  assisted  by  as  many  Rate-payers  as 
choose  to  attend  ;  notice  is  given  in  church  and  chapel,  the 
Sunday  before,  when  and  where  the  meeting  will  be,  and  of  the 
Rate  made  the  Sunday  after.                                    S.  D. 

34. — The  Overseers,  agreeable  to  the  valuation  of  the 
Parish,  as  it  stands  in  the  Poor  Book. 

34. — This  is  generally  done  by  a  Committee  especially 
appointed  for  tiiat  purpose.    Lands  at  so  mucii  per 
acre,  according  to  quality ;  houses  accordinc^  to 
size  and  extent  of  premises.                      S.  D. 
The  Assessment  made  by  a  Committee,  soine  few 
years  back,  is  the  groundwork ;  and,  when  any  ma- 
terial alteration  is  called  for,  a  Special  Meeting  is 
called.    Smaller  alterations  are,  I  believe,  occa- 
sionally made  at  the  Quarterly  Meetings.    J.  0. 

35. — We  have  no  Vestrj'.  The  business  of  the  Parish 
is  managed  by  the  Overseers,  who  arc  generally 
the  largest  Rate-payers. 

35. — By  the  Overseers  exhibiting  the  amount  of  monies 
disbursed  for  the  last  13  weeks  ;  the  whole  meet- 
ing agree  as  to  what  Rate  will  repay  it :  in  this 
Parish,  the  monies  are  always  paid  before  re- 
ceived.                                             S.  D. 
Already  answered.                                J.  0. 

36. — So  much  diminished  as  not  to  enable  the  Farmer 
to  cultivate  his  land  properly,  or  pay  the  La- 
bourer sufficient  for  his  necessities.  I  think  the 
total  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the  Poor  Laws 
has  done  much  to  injure  the  occupier  of  the 
land ;  but  there  are  other  causes  connected 
with  it. 

36. — It  is  very  certain  that  if  Rates  increase,  Agri- 
cultural Capital  must  decrease,  from  the  too  glaring 
fact,  that  in  almost  every  Parish  where  the  Rates 
are  highest,  the  Lands  are  the  worst  cultivated, 
because  the  capital  that  should  be  employed  in 
tillage  is  paid  in  the  shape  of  Rate,  and,  of  course, 
is  completely  taken  from  the  Land  ;  consequently 
less  corn  is  produced,  and  the  occupier's  resources 
fast  diminish.                                      Mr.  G. 

3Y. — The  Labourers  are  less  industrious  than  formerly, 

and  are  decidedly  worse  Workmen  than  they  were  30  years 
ago  ;  this  partly  arises  from  their  not  being  so  well  paid,  and 
partly  from  an  improper  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Magis- 
trates, who  by  granting  allowances  make  them  less  dependent 
on  their  own  exertions.  Formerly  Men  worked  more  hours 
to  maintain  their  Families,  if  necessary,  but  now  they  will  not 
labour  more  than  10  hours,  if  working  by  the  piece. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labouring  Classes  is  in  a 

great  measure  destroyed,  first,  by  Farmers  not  keeping  ser- 
vants, leaving  the  sons  of  Labourers  in  idleness  and  unem- 
ployed ;  secondly,  by  the  congregating  together  of  the  unem- 
ployed Men  and  Boys  in  gravel-pits,  &c.  at  low  wages,  where 
habits  of  idleness,  gaming,  poaching,  and  robbing  are  taught; 
and,  lastly,  by  beer-houses  frequently  in  the  most  secluded  parts 
of  the  Parish,  where,  unobserved,  the  most  wretched  and  aban- 
doned characters  associate,  unemployed  by  day,  but  sallying 
out  by  night  for  poaching  or  plunder. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III.  3  f  3 
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A  N  S    '  E  R  S. 


S  A  X  L  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (i) 


Ellis  Burroughes,  J.  P.*  W.  Meek,  Overseer,  33,  2>^. 

John  Back,  Churchwarden.  J.  Gordon,  Proprietor  and  Occupier. 

28.— No.  J.  B.       J.  G. 


29. — There  has  been  a  great  difference  made  in  many  Parishes;  indeed,  single  Men,  unless  they  were  excellent 
workmen,  could  scarcely  ever  obtain  employment  at  fair  wages:  this  has  caused  a  multitude  of  early  and 
improvident  marriages,  and  tended  to  increase  the  burden  of  tlic  Poor  Rates  very  materially,    i?.  B. 

 Yes^  J.  B.       J.  G. 

,'](). — About  1  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  Rack-rent.  J.  B.       J.  G. 

31.  — Increased.  J.  B.       J.  G. 

32.  — No.  J.  B.        J.  G. 


33. — The  Overseers  and  the  Parishioners  at  the  Vestrv  Meetinji.  W.  M. 


34. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners,  according  to  the  valuation  made  a  few  years  since  by  an  accurate  sm  vey. 

W.M. 


35. — The  Overseers  in  doubtful  cases  act  in  obedience  to  the  assembled  Parishioners.  E.  B. 


36.  — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is  decidedly  diminishing  in  this  neighbourhood  :  the  great  cause  of  this 

diminution  is  the  want  of  remunerating  prices  for  agricultural  produce,  and  the  uncertainty  respecting  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  Corn  Laws  ;  these  causes  depress  the  energy  of  the  Farmer,  disincline  him  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  land,  and,  very  frequently,  to  its  proper  and  efficient  cultivation  ;  thus  throwing  numbers  of  able- 
bodied  Labourers  upon  the  Poor  Rates.  Since  the  declaration  made  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  that  the 
Corn  Laws  would  not  be  altered  this  Session,  more  employment  has  been  given  the  Labourers  by  the  Farmers 
generally,  but  still  the  greatest  anxiety  exists  upon  this  subject,  as  they  will  not  invest  any  capital  in  their  land, 
while  such  a  doubt  seems  to  exist,  whether  they  will  be  allowed  to  derive  any  benefit  from  it.  E.  B. 
Much  diminished,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  severe  pressure  of  the  Poor  Rates  and  other  burdens  upon  land. 
 J.  B.      J.  G. 

37.  — It  is  certainly  diminishing.  E.  B. 

Industry  rapidly  diminishing;  they  are  not  so  good  workmen  as  formerly.  J-  B.       J.  G. 


*  Tliese  Answers  are  the  result  of  enquiry  in  upwards  of  30  Parishes  j  tiie  information  thUs  obtained  from  practical  men  being  compared  with 
that  procured  by  a  similar  method  in  other  Dlstrictsi 
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SCOLE,  and  adjoining  Parishes. 


John  At/ton,  J.  P. 


28. — In  the  winter  of  1830-31,  they  were  apportioned  according  to  the  assessment  to  the  Rate,  viz.  30/. 
assessments  to  take  one  Man,  but  not  before  or  since :  in  fact,  it  was  found  to  press  rather  severely  upon 
Occupiers  of  houses  only;  it  has  been  again  tried  this  Winter  (1832-33),  and  1  think  with  good  effect. 


29.- 

— When  work  is  scarce,  a  preference  is  generally  given  to  married  Men  with  Families;  I  think  also  they  are 
often  paid  higher  wages,  but  no  distinction  is  made  if  equally  good  Workmen,  and  they  can  find  employ- 
ment upon  Farms;  but  if  put  upon  the  Roads,  a  difference  is  made. 

30.- 

—8s.  6d.  for  the  year  1831.    Land  rated  at  two  thirds,  and  houses  at  one  half  of  their  supposed  value. 

31.- 

—For  the  last  5  or  6  years  they  have  been  nearly  stationary;  but  as  between  1830  and  1831  there  is  a 

decrease  of  6U.  in  the  pound,  the  former  of  those  years  being  9s.  and  the  latter  8i.  6(/.  in  the  pound. 

32,- 

—No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  which  Officer  the  Parish  seem  inclined  to  continue;  partly, 
perhaps,  from  getting  rid  of  the  trouble  of  the  office,  and  partly  because  they  think  it  has  answered  for  the 
Parish  to  be  at  the  expence  of  his  salary. 

33.- 

—The  rated  Occupiers  assembled  in  Vestry;  and,  as  this  Parish  is  chiefly  agricultural,  this  is  generally  done 
by  the  principal  Farmers  in  the  Parish,  one  of  whom  is  also  Assistant  Overseer,  with  a  salary  of  20/.  per 
annum. 

34.- 

-This  is  generally  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Assistant  Overseer,  subject,  however,  to  the  superior  controul 
of  the  Parish  Meetings;  but,  in  point  of  fact,  we  have  for  several  years  past  had  little  alteration,  either  in 
the  amount  of  the  Assessment,  or  in  the  sums  required  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor;  and  it  generally 
happens  that  we  have  3  quarterly  Rates  of  2s.  in  the  pound,  and  1  in  the  Winter  quarter  of  2s.  6d. 

35. — We  have  so  little  to  discuss  that  I  can  hardly  answer  the  Question.  Our  .Assessments  are  hardly  ever 
varied  but  in  the  case  of  a  new  house  being  built,  or  of  material  improvement  made  to  old  ones  ;  the 
business  of  rating  them  is  then  settled  at  a  general  Parish  Meeting,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Church- 
warden and  Overseers.  In  case  the  parties  cannot  agree  as  to  the  Assessment,  the  remedy  would,  of 
course,  be  by  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions ;  but  since  I  have  resided  in  the  Parish  (now  between 
j6  and  7  years)  no  instance  of  an  appeal  to  the  Rate  has  occurred. 


36.— Certainly  diminishing,  and  that  to  an  alarming  extent:  this  I  attribute,  in  part,  to  the  increasing  burdens 
of  the  Poor  and  County  Rates,  but  most  particularly  to  the  alterations  which  took  place  in  the  Currency 
about  the  year  1826;  from  that  time  the  distress  of  the  Farmer  has  been  gradually  increasing,  and,  "l 
fear,  is  still  on  the  increase. 


,37. — Our  Labourers  f  with  some  exceptions)  are  supposed  to  be  worse  Workmen  ;  perhaps  the  certain  resource 
of  the  Poor's  Rates  makes  them  less  solicitous  to  give  satisfaction  to  their  employers  than  they  formerly 
were,  when  it  was  considered  almost  disgraceful  to  apply  for  Parish  relief. 


P.i.  (b.)'-Paet  111. 
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ANSWERS. 


EAST  RUD  HAM.  (2) 

S  C  U  L  T  H  0  R  P  E.  (2) 

Richard  Dewing, 

Overseer. 

George  Rodxuell. 

28. — The  system  of  apportionment  is  discontinued. 

28. — One  married  Man  is  apportioned  to  every  401.  of 
Assessment  to  Poor  Rate,  and  we  divide  the 
single  Men  something  in  the  same  way. 

29. — Single  Men  are  paid  from  Is.  to  3s.  per  week 
lower  wages. 

29. — None  when  workmg  together. 

30. — 85.  in  the  pound. 

30. — 65.  in  the  pound,  or  about  65.  6d.  per  acre. 

31. — No  great  alteration;  but  the  tendency  is  to 
increase. 

31. — Our  Rates  have  been  equal  for  the  last  two 

years;  but,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Farmers  employing  more 
than  ihey  wanted,  they  would  have  been  higher. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  rendered  necessary  by  the 
increasing  trouble  and  difficulty  of  Parish 
business. 

32. — We  have  no  Vestry. 

33, — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  principally 
the  latter. 

33. — The  sum  to  be  raised  is  determined  by  the  Over- 
seers for  the  time  being. 

34. — The  pi-operty  in  the  Parish  was  assessed  in  1821 
by  two  valuers,  chosen  by  a  Vestry,  and  which 
assessment  is  varied  to  meet  any  change  in  the 
value  of  property. 

34. — The  property  in  the  Parish  being  assessed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Rate-payers,  the  Overseers 
decide  upon  the  amount  each  has  to  pay. 

35. — The  Overseers  decide ;  and  their  accounts  and 
proceedings  are  submitted  to  a  public  Vestry  at 
Easter  and  Michaelmas. 

35. — The  Vestry  Act  is  not  in  force  in  this  Parish 
therefore,  the  Overseers  decide  in  all  these 
matters.  In  all  extraordinary  cases,  where  the 
Overseers  are  unwilling  to  incur  the  entire  re- 
sponsibility of  a  decision,  a  meeting  of  the  Rate- 
payers is  called,  and  a  majority  decide  on  the 
course  to  be  pursued. 

36. — Diminishing.  I  fear  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws  cannot  be  otherwise  than  injurious 
to  property,  and  pernicious  to  the  character  of 
the  Labourers  themselves. 

• 

36. — Diminishing;  to  which  decrease  the  expenses  of 
the  Poor  greatly  contribute:  for  the  money  so 
expended  is  so  much  capital  withdrawn  from 
profitable  employment,  and  Farmers  very  re- 
luctantly lay  out  capital  on  the  soil,  when  they 
know  a  large  portion  of  their  income  will  be 
required  for  the  expenses  of  the  Parish. 

37. — The  spirit  of  industry  appears  certainly  to  have 
diminished. 

37. — Decidedly  diminishing,  and  they  are  worse  La- 
bourers. The  young  Men  are  less  skilled  than 
the  old  ones.  Many  can  do  nothing,  and  are 
indifferent  as  to  learning. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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SHOTTISHAM,  (All  Saints  and  St.  Mary.)  (1) 

SIDE  STRAND.  (2) 

Rev.  John  Fellows,  Rector  and  J.  P.,  resident  in  the  Parish 
for  above  twenty  years. 

Rev.  John  Cubitty 
Curate. 

28. — No  apportionment. 

28. — They  are  apportioned. 

2&. — Generally  speaking,  none.  Perhaps  in  putting  out 
a  job  of  work,  a  single  Man  will  take  it  at  less 
price  than  a  married  Man. 

29. — None. 

30. — From  55.  to  6s.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  of 
annual  value. 

30. — 8s.  an  acre. 

31. — A  very  trifling  variation. 

31. — Diminished. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — Neither. 

33. — We  hold  two  Meetings  in  the  year,  one  at  Lady- 
day,  and  one  at  Michaelmas,  when  the  preceding 
half  year's  Accounts  are  examined,  and  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Rate-payers  present  decide  what  sum 
shall  be  raised.  It  is  not  unusual  for  the  Overseer 
to  raise  some  money  in  advance,  at  a  rate  of  Is.  or  2s. 

ir\  ^rte^t^fwtnn    n f\T\  t"ri£an7Mi^l£a  \    c ^aooinn /^nfr  /^T  trio  ri<^iico 
111  LllcUOUnU  Upull  Lllc  WllUlc  ilooCdolllCllL  Ol  LllcllUUsc. 

33. — It  is  decided  at  Vestry  Meetings  called  for  the 
express  purpose,  and  is  regulated  by  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  Overseer  during  the  last 
quarter,  a  Rate  being  made  four  times  a  year. 

S'i. — Every  person  pays  in  proportion  to  the  amount  at 
which  the  property  he  occupies  is  valued  in  the  Pa- 
rish Assessment.  Some  Assessments  are  old,  others 
more  recently  made  by  competent  persons.  Thus 
the  Parish  Officers  have  no  discretion,  although  it 
has  been  held  out  that  they  have  a  right  to  alter  or 
amend  the  Assessment.  It  is  very  unusual  for  them 
to  do  so  without  the  concurrence  of  the  whole 
Parish,  or  a  large  majority. 

34. — This  decision  was  made  a  short  time  since  by 
a  valuation  then  taken  by  a  valuer  chosen  and 
employed  by  the  joint  consent  of  the  whole 
Parish. 

35. — A  Vestry  is  a  meeting  of  the  whole  Parish,  and 
the  Overseers  do  not  interfere  more  than  the 
other  Parishioners.  They  have  only  Votes  in 
proportion  to  their  occupations. 

• 

35. — The  whole  of  the  Town  business  is  transacted  at 
Vestry  Meetings  of  ail  the  Payers  called  for 
that  express  purpose. 

i 

36. — Decreasing  ;  but  I  by  no  means  attribute  it  to  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — We  think  it  dinjinishing;  but  not  from  any  cause 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — In  general,  they  are  worse  workmen. 

37. — We  know  of  no  difference, 

i 
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ANSWERS. 


SPROWSTON.  (I) 

S  T  I  F  F  K  E  Y.  (2) 

John  Stracey,  J.  P. 

John  Hoxvsham,  Overseer  and  Guardian. 

28. — Each  person  employs  what  labour  he  pleases. 

J.  H. 

Jas.  A.  Buck,  StifFkey  Hall, 
Overseer. 

28. — The  Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — None  here;  though  I  believe  there  is  in  the 
neighbourhood.                                 J.  H. 

J.  iS. 

29. — Single  Men  receive  about  85.  or  9s.  weekly ;  mar- 
ried Men,  10s.  to  12s. 

30. — Gs.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  Rent. 

J.S. 

30. — Rates,  7s.  7</.  per  pound  by  the  year,  laying  at 
about  two  thirds. 

31, — Very  little  diflPerence  for  the  last  4  or  5  years. 

J.H. 

31. — Continue  much  the  same:  from  500/.  to  550/. 
a  year. 

32. — Neither.                                             J.  H. 

32. — Neither. 

33. — The  Vestry,  consisting  of  all  Occupiers  of  pre- 
mises and  lands  assessed.                       J.  S. 

33. — The  Overseers   and   Churchwardens  in  Town 
Meeting  assembled  :  they  raise  sufficient  money, 
quarterl}',  to  reimburse  their  expenditure,  and 
to  leave  a  balance  for  the  further  provision  of 
the  Poor. 

34. — When  the  Vestry  ascertains  the  sum  required, 
every  occu[)ier  of  land  and  premises  pays  so 
much  in  the  pound  according  to  his  Assessment. 

J.S. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  contributes  in  proportion  to  the 
Assessment  made  upon  him  ;  and  according  to 
the  rale  j)er  |)ound  of  the  Assessment  levied  by 
the  Overseers, 

35. — The  Vestry  includes  the  Churchwardens,  Over- 

c/nofc     Q  n  / 1          >'i   ii    If  rii  /^'p  f*c     w  1  W"»    n  n  vf*    pji    n  n 

OCC  1          Clllvt     X  dllolJ     V/Lil^>dSj      •vilV^     ilc^lVCr  (I 

voice.    Disputed  points  are  decided  by  a  ma- 
jority of  Votes.                                    J.  S. 

35. — We  have  no  Vestry. 

36. — Diminishing,  whicli  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs  generally,  and  not  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  J.S. 

 •  

36. — Diminishing;   produced    by  a  combination  of 
causes,  and,  not  the  least  of  them,  the  alteration 
of  the  monetary  system,  which  was  a  gross  act 
of  spoliation  upon  all  those  under  contracts  and 
leases. 

57. — The  Labourer  who  has  all  his  life  been  an  Hus- 
bandman is,  I  believe,  to  the  full  as  good  a 
workman  as  ever;  but  the  persons  not  generally 
employed  as  Labourers,  having  been  frequently 
Manufacturers  of  one  description  or  another, 
are  certainly  neither  such  good  or  willing  work- 
men as  they  were  40  years  ago.             J.  S. 

37. — More  negligent   and  slovenly,  and  less  skilful 
than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


S  T  A  R  S  T  O  N.  (3) 


Charles  Etheredge, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — Not  apportioned,  which  is  a  great  hardship  upon  industrious  Farmers. 


29. — No  difFerence  where  the  Men  are  equally  capable  of  working. 


30. — About  Qs.  in  the  pound,  rated  at  half  the  Rack-rent,  independent  of  tithe,  which  is  rated  at  about  half  the 
value,  or  in  the  same  proportion. 


31. 


32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  bv  which  aflairs  are  better  managed  than  otherwise. 


33. — The  Parishioners  in  general,  at  a  Vestry  assembled  for  that  especial  purpose  by  public  notice. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  who  submit  their  Assessment  to  the  open  Vestry,  and  in  case  of 
any  difFerence  of  opinion,  the  matter  is  decided  by  Vote,  agreeably  to  the  Vestry  Act. 


35. — The  Votes  are  taken  according  to  the  Vestry  Act;  the  Vestry  is  always  open  to  all  Rate-payers,  and 
divisions  very  rarely  take  place. 


36. — It  has  decreased  greatly,  the  heavy  Poor  Rates,  and  great  reduction  in  prices  of  produce  since  the  war, 
being  the  chief  causes :  where  the  Poor  are  well  managed,  it  is  now  stationary. 


37. — Industry  is  rather  increasing  ;  we  have  many  very  industrious  good  workmen,  certainly  better  within  the 
last  2  or  3  years,  but  there  are  exceptions. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Norfolk— con/mMec?. 
ANSWERS. 


THURSFORD.  (i) 


John  P.  Boileau,  Jun.,  J.  P.,  Dep.-Lieut.  for  the  County. 


28.— 


29. — Yes ;  the  best  bargain  the  Farmers  can  make. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


3S. — The  Overseers  Subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions. 


34.-— The  Overseers  subject  to  appeal. 


35. — In  Thursford,  and  other  small  Parishes,  the  Overseers  are  almost  the  only  attendants  at  Vestry ;  and  if 
other  Inhabitants  attend,  they  would  canvass  the  intended  Rate  with  them  to  avoid  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence  of  Appeal 


36. — It  is  not  increasing;  the  proportion  of  work  done  not  being  adequate  to  remunerate  tlie  forced  expenditure 
of  capital  in  the  support  of  Labourers  by  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Industry  is  diminishing.    Labourers  can  work  as  well  as  formerly,  but  do  not.    Security  of  an  allowance 
from  the  Rates,  if  wages  are  not  earned,  paralyzes  exertion. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WARHAM,  (United  Parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magda- 
lene CUM  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  &  All  Saints.)  (2) 

SOUTH  WALSHAM,  (Saint  Mary  and  Saint 

Lawrence.)  (]j 

Thos.  Geo.  Moore, 

Overseer. 

Henry  Codling, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Labourers  apportioned  according  to  rate  of  Assess- 
ment for  relief  of  the  Poor. 

28. — Not  so  apportioned.    An  Enactment  to  support 
such  a  plan  seems  very  desirable. 

29. — Married  Men  generally  receive  about  one  fourth 
more  than  single  Men. 

29. — Not  any,  except  when  employed  on  labour  yield- 
ing no  profit. 

30. — About  6s.  in  the  pound,  at  four  fifths  of  the 
Rack-rental. 

30. — Year  ending  Ladyday,  183  2,  75.  8c?f  upon  one 

half  the  Rental,  as  valued  at  the  Inclosure  1807.   A  separate  Rate 
is  made  on  each  Parish.    This  ratio  is  compounded  of  the  two. 

31. — Rather  on  the  increase. 

31. — Increased  Is.  in  the  pound. 

32. — None. 

32. —  We  have.     Ir'roduces  better  order  among  the 
Poor,  and  satisfaction  to  the  Parish. 

33. — The  majority  of  the  Rate-payers,  at  the  half- 
yearly  Vestry  Meetings,  of  which  notice  is  given. 

33. — The  acting  Overseer  prepares  an  estimate  half- 
yearly,  and  submits  it  to  the  Vestry,  who  audit 
his  Accounts,  and  decide  thereon. 

34). — Hitherto,  after  the  Assessment  has  been  fixed  by 
the  majority  of  the  Vestry,  it  remains  unaltered 
until  cause  is  shown  of  inequality. 

34. — It  is  determined  by  the  Commissioners' valuation, 
made  in  1808,  of  the  property  in  the  Parishes, 
which  has  varied  very  little  since  that  period. 
The  few  cases  that  have  happened,  have  been 
altered,  according  to  their  circumstances,  by 
the  Select  Vestry. 

S5. — In  Vestries  the  Overseers  take  part  only  as  Pa- 
rishioners. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  being  Mem- 
bers of  the  Select  Vestiy,  a  decision  by  such 
Vestry  includes  theirs. 

36.— Decidedly  diminishing,  and  is  partly  attributable 
to  the  allowance  system. 

36. — The  capital  here  employed  appears  to  have  been 
nearly  the  same  for  several  years. 

87. — When  the  Labourers  receive  a  fair  remuneration 
for  their  work,  they  are  as  efficient  as  heretofore. 

f-  — —  

37. — The  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  as  good. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORTH  WOOTTON.  (1) 

SOUTH  WOOTTON.  (l) 

Thomas  Gay, 

Overseer. 

Miles  Blomfield. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28. — Nearly  all  employed  by  one  Farm. 

"KTy^*-  on^r   \£  fVi^>  ttinrrm  nrp  pnnanlp  OT  fininc)"  a  fair 

day's  work. 

29. — Single  Men  under  20,  85.  6c?.  per  week;  married 
Men,  10s.  per  week. 

30, — About  one  third  or  one  sixth  on  the  pound 
Rack-rent. 

30. — 2s.  6</.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  actual 
Rent. 

31. — Decreased. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — The  Parish  being  almost  wholly  occupied  by  one 
person,  is  generally  managed  by  the  same. 

33. — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  principal  Occu- 
piers. It  is  always  regulated  by  the  sum  ex- 
pended the  preceding  half  year. 

33. — This  Parish  being  small,  we  call  a  Meeting  when 
necessary,  and  agree  among  ourselves  what 
amount  is  to  be  assessed. 

34. — An  equal  Assessment,  made  by  a  joint  consent  of 
all  the  principal  Occupiers  upon  the  occu- 
pations. 

34-. — The  Overseers. 

35. — We  have  no  interference  about  any  of  these 
matters,  or  ever  any  difference  about  making 
or  collecting  a  Rate  when  it  is  wanted. 

35. — Being  myself  the  largest  Occupier,  and  the  Parish 
being  small,  we  have  no  disputing  any  matters 
on  Parish  business. 

36.— 


36.— 


37.— 


37.— 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 
ANSWERS. 
WO  R  STEAD.  (1) 


W.  R.  Rous,  J.  P.  Worstead  ^^ouse.    William  Cook,  Churchwarden. 
John  Barnard,  Clerk  to  the  Directors  and  Guardians  of  the  Incorporate  Hundreds. 


28. — According  to  occupation. 

w.  a  J.  B. 

f 

29. — No  difference  in  day  labour  after  20  years  of  age. 
choice  of  task-work. 
Not  generally  to  those  above  20. 

The  married  Men  with  large  Families  usually  have  the 

W.  R.  R. 
w.  a  J.  B. 

30. — 45.  \d.  in  the  pound  on  Rack-rent. 

w.  a  J.  B. 

31. — Increased. 

w.  a  J.  B. 

32. — Neither. 

w.  a  J.  B. 

33. — The  Directors  and  Guardians  of  the  House  of  Industry  of  the  Hundreds  of  Tunstead  and  Happing  fix 
the  amount  to  be  raised  annually  for  the  expence  of  our  Paupers  in  the  House,  for  the  relief  of  the  aged 
in  the  shape  of  annual  payments,  and  for  the  relief  of  some  who  are  out  of  work  and  in  distress,  and  not 
put  upon  the  roads,  according  and  equal  to  the  expence  of  past  years.  The  Surveyor's  Rate  (which 
includes  the  expence  of  many  Paupers  who  have  no  better  employment,  besides  necessary  repairs,)  is 
settled  at  Parish  Meetings  duly  called  according  to  the  emergency  of  the  case.  W.  R.  R. 

Si. — The  Parish  was  valued  in  1829,  and  the  amount  of  each  Rate-payer's  share  is  settled  there  accordingly. 

W.  R.  R. 


S5. — Every  Rate-payer  has  an  equal  voice  if  he  chooses  to  attend.  W.  R.  R. 


36. — Very  much  diminished.  The  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  is  not  sufficient  to  account  for  the  whole  of 
the  distress.  The  best  Land  in  the  Parish  pays  about  9^.  an  acre  to  the  Rates,  besides  employing,  by 
agreement,  1  Labourer  to  27  acres  of  Land.  But  this  agreement  will  not  continue.  Bad  crops  and  low 
prices  have  increased  the  local  distress.  W.  R.  R 


37 — Tlie  Labourers  are  worse  workmen  than  formerly,  W.  R.  R. 


P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Norfolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WYMONDHAM.  (3) 


Robert  Kirbell. 

2S.— 


29.  There  is  no  general  rule;  but  in  many  instances  the  unmarried  are  not  paid  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 

wages  given  to  married  Men. 


50. — 


31.— 


33. — The  Directors  and  Guardians  of  the  Poor  within  the  incorporated  Hundred  of  Forehoe,  at  their  quarterly 
Meetings,  fix  the  sums  to  be  paid  by  each  Parish  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  at  a  Vestry  Meeting. 


35, — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  Meeting  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish,  and  a 
majority  of  those  assembled  decide  on  all  the  matters  in  question. 


36. — It  is  much  diminished,  materially  owing  to  the  operations  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  not  exclusively  so. 


37. — Industry  is  certainly  diminished,  and  dependence  is  placed  on  Parish  relief  for  all  deficiencies  of  our 
Labourers.  Their  skill  is  not  improved.  Their  morals  are  more  corrupted ;  and  from  bad  living,  their 
strength  and  constitution  are  impaired.    Agues  and  low  fevers  are  prevalent  amongst  them. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  NORTUAMFTON— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


AYNHO.  (1&2) 

UPPER  AND  LOWER  BODINGTON  (2) 
Pakishes. 

fVilliam  R.  Cartwright,  J.  P. 
Thomas  Buckingham,  Assistant  Overseer. 

JonasPoyne  senior,  Overseer.  Jo/jw  Daw/cms,  Deputy  Overseer. 
William  Budd,  ij^i,  34,  35. 

28. — In  Winter  Labourers  are  apportioned  according 

to  the  Rates,  and  none  sent  round,  or  on  the  roads,  except  when 
wanted  to  repair  them.                                          W,  R.  C- 
They  are  apportioned  according  to  acreage  rent,  as  rated  to  the  poor.  T-S. 

28. — Not  apportioned.    If  this  plan  could  be  enforced, 

and  the  Roundsmen  done  away  witn,  ii  would  make  much  better 
Labourers,  and  give  greater  satisfaction  to  their  employers. 

29, — Farmers  usually  pay  their  constant  men  according 

to  their  work  and  ability ;  but  in  Winter,  single  men,  who  apply  for 
employment,  have  2s.  less  per  week  than  married  men, 

w.  n.  c. 

No  distinction  with  constant  men.                               T.  B. 

29.  —  Single  men  have  not  so  much  as  married  men  by 
\s.  6d.  or  2s.  per  week. 

30. — 3s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent.               T.  B. 

30. — 7*.  and  sometimes  8s.  rack  rent,  estimated  at  Is. 
in  the  pound. 

3L — Nearly  the  same ;  but  they  have  considerably  dimi- 

nishe  1  when  compared  with  former  years,  owing  to  the  apportionijig 
of  Labourers  in  the  Winter,  and  in  part  to  Emieration.     T.  B. 

31. — In  Upper  Bodington,  diminished  9.  10.  3.  In 
Lower  Bodington,  about  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

T.B. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer:  no 
material  effect.    In  Lower  Bodington,  neither. 

33. — The  Parish  Vestry  regulate  the  expenses  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor.                            W.  JR.  C. 

33. — The  Overseers,  Churchwarden,  and  Inhabitants 
assembled  in  Vestry.  The  sum  raised  in  each 
year  is  nearly  the  same,  viz.  about  £365.  10., 
including  County  Rates.          J.  D.    IV.  B. 

34. — This  is  determined  by  the  Rate  itself.    W.  R.  C. 

34. — The  Overseers  make  out  a  Rate  of  Is.  in  the 
pound  against  each  Rate-payer,  according  to 
an  assessment  of  the  land  70  years  back  and 
upwards.  Upper  Bodington  \s.  rate  amounts 
to  .^  54.  4.  10. ;  Lower  Bodington,  ditto, 
<^45.  13.  1.                          J.D.  W.B. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  act  together  in  this 
narish                                                W  R  C 

gallon.                                                                       ,  Xt. 

35. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseers,  and  Vestry  as- 

111                                       .»            t  "11-1 

sembled,  once  a  month,  take  part  m  all  these 
matters.                                           JV.  B. 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  has  been  for  some  years 
greatly  diminishing.    This  is  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  alteration  of  prices,  the  low  state  of 
the  markets,  and  the  increase  of  the  Poor 
Rates.                                      W.  R.  C. 

36.— 

37  — We  find  no  difference  in  this  parish,  nor  any 
indisposition  to  work  and  industry.     TV.  R.  C. 

37.— 
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County  of  Northampton  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


BY  FIELD.  (IJ 


Charles  M^elhereU,  Rector. 
T.  Curler,  i.V. 
James  Lee  &  John  JVhitmill,  Overseers,  33,  34,  35. 

28.  — They  are  supposed  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the  rent  at  the  time  of  the  inclosure,  about  one  to 

every  ^"50  rent ;  but  as  this  is  not  obligatory,  sometimes  occupiers  refuse,  and  principally  small 
proprietors.  C.  W. 

29.  — The  unmarried  does  not  obtain  equal  wages  with  the  married  man  ;  and  this  can  with  difficulty  be  obviated 

in  a  free  labour-market  like  ours  in  this  pariah  ;  when  vvoiking,  however,  tor  the  Farmer,  he  receives  usually  only  about  is,  a  week  less  than  the 
married  man.  C.  W . 

When  the  unmarried  men  come  to  the  parish  for  work,  their  wages  are  limited  to  the  means  of  subsistence,  usually  4s.  per  week;  the  married  men 
without  children,  6s.,  and  is.  each  for  every  child.  This  leads  the  petty  Farmers  to  bargain  with  these  classes  for  less  than  average  wages.  T  C. 

30.  — They  are  estimated  according  to  the  value  of  the  rent  fixed  at  the  time  of  inclosure,  about  fifty-four  years 

since,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound.  C.  IV. 

31.  — They  have  materially  increased.  C.  W. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestrv,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer.  '  C.  W. 


33. — Vestries  are  held  every  fortnight.    The  Overseer,  when  the  former  Rate  is  exhausted  lays  his  Accounts 
before  the  Vestry,  who  make  a  new  one.  J.  L.    J.  W. 


34. — The  Rate  is  founded  on  the  Enclosure  Valuation  made  sixty  years  ago,  except  in  the  case  of  sub-division  of 
lands.  J.L.  J.W. 


35. — There  is  a  Deputy  Overseer,  who  acts  completely  under  the  control  of  the  Vestry.    The  Overseers,  when 
applied  to  between  the  Meetings  of  Vestry,  sometimes  order  Relief  on  their  own  discretion. 

J.  L.   J.  W. 


36. — There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Agricultural  Capital  has  gradually  diminished  for  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  interrupted  the  ordinary  course  of  cultivation  in  this  neighbourhood ; 
but  the  spirit  of  improvement  that  prevailed  previously  has  much  subsided.  The  fall  of  prices,  and  the 
increased  burden  of  the  Poor  Rates,  occurring  at  the  same  period,  and  partly  perhaps  caused  the  one 
by  the  other,  have  doubtless  contributed  to  the  diminution ;  and  the  natural  reluctance  with  which  the 
reduction  of  rents  follows,  instead  of  preceding  this  change,  pretty  well  explains  it.  T.  C. 


37. — It  is  much  the  custom  for  Farmers  to  employ  their  regular  Labourers  for  many  yeai's  in  succession,  and  I  do 

not  know  that  these  Labourers  are  worse  workmen  than  they  were  foimerly  ;  usually  they  value  their  places  and  keep  them,  obtaining  better 
wages,  and  constant  emjiloyment  in  Winter  as  well  as  in  Summer.  Besides  these, there  is  a  number  who  are  burdensome,  because  less  industrious 
and  less  civil,  and  are  taken  into  the  employment  of  the  Farmer  only  occasionally.  The  Farmer  cares  but  little  for  them,  as  they  require  to  be 
watched  when  at  work,  and  will  not  employ  tlism  but  fioin  necessity.  They  are  a  great  burden  upon  the  Poor  Rates,  and  are  sent  to  work  upon 
the  roads,  when  out  of  employment,  wliere  their  time  is  entirely  wasted,  and  habits  of  idleness  acquired,  for  want  of  superintendance.  C.  If. 

The  Indusfiy  of  the  Labourer  is  very  greatly  diminished,  especially  since  the  Burnings  in  1830,  which  have  so  intimidated  the  Farmers  that  they 
have  nearly  given  up  all  control  over  the  poor.  In  this  parish  there  are  upwards  of  3,000  acres  of  land,  a  large  proportion  of  which  is  Arable,  and 
the  population  is  under  1,000.  Till  lately,  few  except  old  men  have  had  recourse  to  the  Overseer  for  employment,  and  the  Rates  have  for  many 
years  averaged  between  £800  and  £900  per  annum.  Since  the  ye.ir  1830  they  have  rapidly  increased,  and  at  Lady-day  1831,  amounted  to 
upwards  of     1 ,400.    I'his  has  arisen  in  part,  perhaps,  from  general  lax  and  timid  management.  T. 
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ANSWERS. 


CLIFFE  REGIS,  otherwise  KING'S  CLIFFE.  (3) 

EUSTON  MAWDIT.  (3) 

H.  K.  honny,  D.  D.,  J.  P. 
Donicl  StwBll  &  F,  Imw^  Overseers. 

Rev.  John  Sargeaunt, 

28.— No.                                                 F.  L. 

28.— 

29.— No.                                                 F.  L. 

29. — The  xmmarried  on  an  average  obtain  7s.  per 
week,  instead  of  10s.,  the  average  wages  of  the 
married. 

30. — 3s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent.                 F.  L. 

30.— 

31. — Rather  increased.                                 F.  L, 

31.— 

32. — We  have  had ;  but  we  thought  the  effect  not 
altogether  beneficial.    No  Assistant  Overseer. 

F.L. 

32.— 

33.— The  Parish  Vestry.                                D.  S. 

F.  L. 

33. — The  Occupiers  of  Land  assembled  in  Vestry. 

34._The  Parish  Vestry.                               D.  S. 

F.L. 

34. — The  Occupiers  of  Land  assembled  in  Vestry. 

35. — When  the  Overseers  want  money  for  the  above- 
mentioned  purposes  they  call  a  Vestry  of  the 
Parishioners,  state  the  sum  necessary,  and  the 
Parishioners  gi'ant  it                            Z).  S. 

F.L. 

35.- — The  Vestry  levy  the  Rate  required  on  a  rack  rent 
assessment,  each  Rate-payer  paying  according 
to  his  rent.  The  amount  required  for  the 
County  Rate  from  this  parish  is  determined  at 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  communicated  through 
the  constable  to  the  parish,  and  is  added  by  the 
Vestry  to  the  Poor's  Rate. 

36. — It  has  hitherto  been  diminishing.    I  do  not  at- 
tribute this  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

H.  K.  B. 

36. — The  Farmers  say  "  diminishing,"  and  complain 
that  the  Poor's  Rate  presses  hard.  The  under- 
signed is  not  a  Farmer,  but  it  appears  to  him  that  in 
large  parishes  with  which  he  is  acquainted,  if  that  part 
of  the  Poor's  Levy  which  is  expended  in  maintaining 
able-bodied  men,  at  times  almost  in  idleness,  were 
laid  out  in  required  labour  on  the  land,  the  Farmer 
would  receive  some  interest  for  his  money  instead  of 
none;  and  so  far  the  bad  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws  helps  to  diminish  Agricultural  Capital. 

37. — The  Industry  of  those  employed  by  the  parish  is 
diminished.    Few  or  none  of  them  do  a  fair 
day's  work,  unless  constantly  looked  after.  The 
other  Labourers  are  neither  more  nor  less  in- 
dustrious than  formerly.                  H.  K.  B. 

37. — In  the  neighbourhood  it  is  supposed  to  be  dimi- 
nishing. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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ANSWERS. 


E  V  E  N  L  E  Y.  (3) 

FLORE  and  Neighbourhood.  (3) 

Pliilip  Sydney  Pierrepont, 

28. — 'They  are  not  apportioned  :  which  is  much  to  be 
regretted. 

K.  M.  R.  Tarpley,  Vicar  &  J.P. 
Hugh  Wilding,  Overseer. 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

H.  W. 

29. — I  think  not  ffenerallv,  except  the  very  youno;  men 
(from  19  to  22),  and  they,  I  think,  are  apt  to  be 
underpaid,  which  induces  early  marriages,  the 
ffreatest  evil  that  we  have  to  meet. 

29. — No  distinction  made,  but  paid  accordino-  to  their 
work,                                             '^H.  W. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  on  an  old  valuation  of  about 
three  fourths  of  the  rack  rent. 

30. — About  9s,  in  the  pound,  estimated  from  a  valua- 
tion taken  in  1828,  about  two  thirds  of  rack  rent, 

H.  w. 

31. — They  have  increased. 

31, — About  the  same,                                H.  W. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  stipendiary  Assistant 

Overseer,  and  he  has  been  active,  intelligent,  and  convers;int  with 
accounts.  I  think  that  very  great  benefit  has  accrued  from  his 
services. 

"X^IJ  OCiCCL    VCoLlV.      Xi.   UCi  IlJalJclJ  L  xl.ooldlcilJt  KJ\%Zk-' 

seer,  who  has  been  of  great  use  to  the  parish. 

H.  IV. 

33.— The  Vestry. 

33, — The  raising  of  the  Rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
is  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers,  who  make  a  Rate,  from 
time  to  time,  as  need  requires,  and  have  it  signed 
then  by  the  Magistrates,                    H.  W. 

34, — It  is  raised  upon  a  rate  (not  a  rack-rent)  made 
about  fifty  years  since,  but  by  which  all  the 
Rate-payers  agree  to  abide. 

34, — The  Rate  is  levied  from  each  occupier  in  propor- 
tion to  the  land  he  holds,  and  from  the  house- 
holder according  to  the  value  of  his  tenement. 
This  scale  is  regulated  by  a  valuation,  or  qua- 
lity, made  in  the  year  1828,  of  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  the  parish.  Alterations  are  made  as 
circumstances  may  require,  subject  to  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Parish  Vestry.           H.  W. 

35. — The  Overseers  have  only  a  single  voice  in  the 
Vestry,  the  same  as  any  other  Rate-payer;  but 
there  is  a  stipendiary  Vestry  Clerk,  who  has  no 
voice. 

35, — Both  the  Overseers  take  part  in  these  matters, 
and  have  a  Rate  made  when  they  think  it  neces- 
sary. All  their  accounts  and  proceedings  are 
subject  to  the  inspection  and  control  of  the 
rest  of  the  Parishioners  assembled  at  the  Vestry 
Meeting,  which  takes  place  once  a  month  for 
that  purpose.                                  .H.  W. 

36.— Certainly  diminishing  ;  partly  owing  to  the 
increas'e  of  Poor  Rates,  and  partly  to  the 
increase  in  luxury  and  expensive  habits  in 
the  Farmers. 

f 

36. — Undoubtedly  diminishing;  but  I  think  this  is  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws  :  the  general 
distress  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, are  the  most  probable  causes.     K.  T. 

37.— The  Industry  is  decidedly  not  increasing,  nor  are 
the  young  Labourers,  from  20  to  30,  as  good 
workmen  as  the  elder. 

37. — Decidedly  diminishing :  the  Labourers  are  more 
slovenly  in  their  work,  reckless  of  consequences, 
and  regardless  of  character.  I  attribute  this  to 
the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws,          K.  T. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


G  R  E  N  D  O  N.  (3) 

EAST  HAD  DON.  (3) 

Samuel  Stagrave, 

Churchwarden. 

Robert  White,  Overseer. 
//.  B.  Sawbridge. 

28. — The  men  are  generally  employed  by  the  Occupier 
to  a  4a.  rate  weekly. 

28. — No  apportionment  takes  place :  each  occupier 
uses  his  pleasure.                               R.  W. 

29. — Generally  more  is  given  to  married  men  than  to 
single  men. 

^y. — In  the  case  or  the  rew  single  men  who  require 
labour  work,  there  is  but  little  difference  made  ; 
but  in  general  the  single   men  are  farmers' 
servants.                            R.  W.    H.  B.  S. 

30. — We  are  rated  at  a  quality  made  at  the  inclosure 
in  1780,  which  is,  on  an  average,  one  third  less  than 
the  present  value. 

30. — 3*.  or  3.?.  6d.  in  the  pound,  reckoning  at  rack 
rent.                                               R,  W. 

31. — They  have  increased  a  Is.  rate,  and  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  poor  renders  this  inevitable. 

31. — No  material  difference.                         R.  W. 

32. — W'^e  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  hold  a  Vestry 

generally  the  first  Friday  in  every  month  ;  we  have  also  an  Assistant 
Ovc-rseej-,  who  does  nothing  but  pay  the  poor  and  collect  the  levies. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

R.  W. 

33. — No  one  attempts  to  decide  what  money  shall  be 

raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  it  is  collected  by  a  is.  rate  at  a 
time  by  the  Deputy  Overseer,  who  pays  the  unemployed  labourers, 
the  indigent  poor,  the  constable's  expenses,  including  the  payments 
to  the  County  Rates.  A  Vestry  is  held  the  first  week  in  every 
month,  and  the  accounts  are  inspected  by  the  Rate-payers. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide,  from 
their  own  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  accounts, 
when  it  is  necessary  to  call  for  a  new  Rate;  and  their 
judgment  on  this  point  is  founded  on  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  Acting  Overseer's  hands,  and  the 
probable  sums  which  will  be  necessary.         R.  W. 

34. — Our  Rate  is  charged  to  each  one  always  the  same, 
upon  an  old  quality  ;  and  I  may  say  the  Rate  is 
the  same  it  was  thirty  years  ago. 

34.— The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  occupier  is  fixed 
according  to  a  Valuation  made  sixty  years  ago, 
when  great  part  of  the  parish  was  inclosed  by 
Act  of  Parliament.                           R.  W. 

35. — The  Vestry  generally  interferes  with  the  com- 
plaints of  the  paupers,  who  come  for  relief ;  but 
no  one  ever  disputes  the  Rate  made,  because  it 
is  never  altered. 

35. — The  Vestry   assemble    once  a  month.    A  dif- 

v.,ii \ji   u^jjiiinjii  J  Jcl3   lie  V  CI  WCl-' LI  I  1  CLl   1  CoJJcCLl  11^ 

the  time  when  the  lev}'ing  a  Rate  became  ne- 
cessary;   but  if  the  Acting  Overseer  were  to 
propose  levying  a  Rate,  when  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Vestry  it  was  not  necessary,  they  would 
object,  and  the  Churchwarden,  and  the  Overseer 
not  acting  in  that  half  year,  would  probably  not 
sign  the  Rate.                                   R.  W. 

36.— 

36. — I  believe  it  is  not  diminishing.           H.  B.  S. 

37.— 

^"^^ — It  is  not  perceived  to  be  either  increasing  or 
diminishing.                                ff,  B.  S. 

P.I<.(B.)-PAnTlII. 
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County  of  Northampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HA  RLE  ST  ONE.             ,  (3) 

KETTERING.  (3) 

WUliam  R.  Rose,  J.  P. 

John  Robinson,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — They  have  been  at  times,  in  the  Winter,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  occupation,  apportioned ; 
but  this  is  not  hkely  to  happen  again.     H.  S. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned  among  the  Occupiers. 

Upwards  of  6oo  aties  of  land  in  the  lordship  is  occupied  by  per- 
sons residing  in  the  neighbouiing  villages,  and  some  of  them  do 
not  employ  a  person  b^lon^ing  to  this  parish.  J.Ji. 

29. — When  it  has  happened  they  have  been  appor- 

tioned,  this  has  been  done.                                            H.  S. 
In  the  dead  of  Winter,  when  a  surplus  of  Labourers  occurs,  and  the 
system  of  Roundsmen  is  adopted,  a  difference  is  made,  according  to 
the  number  in  familv.                                             Jf^  R 

29. — The  single  man  is  obliged  to  work  for  one  third 

le5s  than  the  married,  except  during  hay-making  and  harvest,  or 
when  men  are  wanted.                                                J,  Jf, 
The  Wages  of  the  younger  men  are  much  less  than  of  men  with 
families.                                                                    J.  H. 

30. — Gs.  6d.  in  the  pound  in  the  year,  on  a  quality 
made  in  1766.                    JV.  JR.  R.    H.  S. 

30. — The  Rates  last  year  were  2l5.  in  the  pound,  and 

a  balance  due  to  the  Overseer  of  another  half  rate  ;  land  rated  at 
two  thirds,  and  houses  at  half  their  value.  J.R, 

31. — A  very  little  increase.  U.S. 

31. — Increased  about  ^50.                            J.  R. 
Poor  Rates  are  excessively  high.             J.  H. 

 IVn  S(->lprf  Vpsti'v  or  A ';t;ici-orit  Ovpr^ppr       I-T  SI 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestr}^,  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer, and  a  Rate  Collector  ;  since  the  ap|iointment,  it  has  had  a 
good  effect,  when  the  Magistrates  do  not  interfere.           J.  R. 

33. — ^The  Acting  Overseers  for  the  time  being  invariably 
determine  the  amount  to  be  raised  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor.                        H.S.  W.R.R. 

33. — There  is  no  decision    beforehand   how  much 

money  shall  be  raised  for  the  purposes  specified  ;  but  the  proceed- 
ing is  as  follows  : — The  Overseers,  generally  with  the  Select 
Vestiy,  make  a  Rate,  on  occupiers  of  land  and  houses  in  the 
parish,  at  is.  in  the  pound  of  the  rent  or  annua!  valuation  of  those 
lands  and  houses.    This  Assesiment  is  allowed  bv  two  Justices, 
and  then  the  money  is  collected  and  expended.    Then  another 
Assessment  is  made  in  the  same  manner.                     J,  H, 

34. — The  amount  is  raised  upon  a  very  old  quality, 
but  if  there  be  any  change  of  hands,  &c., 
the  alterations  are  determined  at  the  Lady- 
day  Vestry,  and  of  course  are  acted  upon 
so  long  as  the  same  remain  unchanged. 

H.  S.    W.  R.  R. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  make  the  Assess- 
ment, according  to  a  general  Valuation  of  lands 
and  houses;   and  this  Valuation  and  Rental, 
fixed  on  houses  and  lands,  is  generally  made  so 
satisfactorily,  that  when  the  Overseers  adopt  it 
as  the  rule  of  assessment,  vei-y  seldom  any  com- 
plaint is  made  of  any  inequality  in  such  Assess- 
ment.                                            J.  H. 

35. — Upon  all  occasions,  for  these  thirty  years  past, 
the  Overseers  and  Vestry  have  been  unanimous 
upon  all  matters  of  importance;  and  this,  I  fear, 
is  an  exception  from  many  parishes ;  but  I  am 
glad  to  say,  I  can  bear  witness  to  the  fact. 

H.  S.    W.  R.  R. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  unite  in  every 
thing  relating  to  the  making  of  Rates  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  this  parish.  The  Overseers 
take  no  steps,  either  in  making  Rates  or  ex- 
pending them,  but  what  are  sanctioned  by  the 
Vestry.                                           J.  H. 

36. — The  Amount  of  Capital  is  diminishing,  which 
may  partly  be  attributed  to  the  heavy  demands 
on  the  Agriculturist  by  the  Overseer  of  the 
Poor.                                        IV.  R.  R. 

36. — The    amount  of  Agricultural   Capital  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  considered  to  be  diminishing 
in  many  instances.    The  present  Poor  Laws 
are  thought  to  be  a  principal  cause  of  much 
diminution,  from  the  burdens  of  the  poor  on 
parishes.                                          J,  H. 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers,  I  think,  is  di- 
minishing in  the  neighbourhood,  though  not 
directly  in  this  parish.  I  do  not  believe  the 
workmen  are  worse  than  formerly,  when  they 
are  paid  well. 

37. — The  Labourers  here  are  thought  (many  of  them) 
to  be  worse  workmen  than  formerly,  from  the 
facility  of  parish  support.                    J.  H. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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L  O  D  D  T  N  G  T  O  N. 

George  Edward  Hunmer, 

Rector  &  J.  P. 


(3) 


28.— 


29.— No. 


30. — In  some  cases  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  Poor's 
Ratesamountto  upwards  of  20.'?.in  the  pound  rent. 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — There  is  no  person  who  can  decide.  The  money 
is  raised,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the 
demand  or  expenditure. 


34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  depends  on 
the  quality  of  land  he  occupies,  which  for  a 
single  levy  never  varies ;  but  the  usual  amount 
depends  on  how  many  levies  are  found  to  be 
necessary  to  pay  the  parish  expenses. 


35. — It  is  the  express  duty  of  the  Overseer  to  collect 
the  Rates  and  expend  them.  He  is  subject  to 
tlie  check  of  any  Parishioner,  who  may  have  a 
Vestry  called,  and  a  complaint  may  be  made  to 
the  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions,  when  his 
accounts  are  closed  and  sworn  to  at  Easter,  who, 
if  a  case  is  substantiated,  will  erase  the  sum 
questioned  from  his  account. 


36. — Diminishing.  In  some  cases  in  this  neighbour- 
hood the  Poor's  Rates  amount  to  upwards  of 
20s.  in  the  pound  rent. 


37. — Much  as  usual. 


MIDDLETON  CHEYNEY. 


(1) 


John  Hayes, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — Employed  by  a  Labour-rate. 


29.— Yes. 


30. — Is.  in  the  pound. 


31 . — Increased. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 


33. — The  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 


34. — Decided  by  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and 
Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled.  Rates  being 
raised  by  a  quality  made  in  1818,  at  Is.  in  the 
pound,  on  each  Rate-payer.  After  being  signed 
by  the  Churchwarden  and  Overseer,  it  is  then/ 
taken  to  the  Magistrates  for  their  signature. 


35. — A  Vestry  being  held  regularly  every  month  to 
investigate  the  accounts,  in  which  the  Church- 
wardens, Overseers,  and  Parishioners  regularly 
decide  upon  any  case  brought  before  them, 
except  in  cases  of  emergency.  I  then  act  under 
the  directions  of  a  medical  attendant. 


36.— 


37. 


P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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M  O  U  L  T  O  N. 

(3) 

John  Isetnercoat,  Magistrate. 
C.  Hillijard,  President  of  the  Farming  and  Grazing  Society  of  the  County  of  Northampton. 

28.- 

—Not  apportioned. 

J.N. 

£1. 

29.- 

—A  distinction  is  very  often  made. 

J.N. 

A  distinction  is  made.    A  married  man  has  10s.  a  week  ;  a  single  man  7s. 

C.  H. 

30.- 

—About  8s.  Rates,  at  about  half  or  rather  more  than  half  rack  rent. 

J.N. 

The  Rates,  poor  and  highway,  about  5s.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent. 

C.H. 

31.- 

—Increased. 

J.N. 

Rather  increased. 

C.  H. 

32.- 

—A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  good  whatever  has  resulted  from  it.    No  Assistant  Overseer  at  present. 

J.N. 

A  Select  Vestry  ;  no  Assistant  Overseer :  one  wanted. 

CH. 

33.- 

—The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  invariably  make  a  Rate  at  Is.  in  the  pound,  and  when  that  is 
they  make  another. 

expended 
J.N. 

This  is  left  to  the  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  who  brings  forward  a  new  levy  as  often  as  he  finds  it  necessary. 

C.H. 


34  The  Parish  was  requalitied  about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  and  upon  that  quality  the  Rate  is  made. 

J  N. 

About  eight  or  ten  years  ago  every  farm  and  every  house  was  valued  by  two  disinterested  persons ;  and 
upon  that  Valuation  the  Poor  Rates  are  collected.  C.  H. 


35_  The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  always  make  the  Rate,  and  the  distribution  of  the  funds  is  examined 

once  a  month  by  the  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled.  J.  N. 

A  Vestry  is  held  monthly  to  pass  the  Overseers'  Account,  and  to  look  into  the  amount  of  Relief  that 
each  individual  pauper  has  been  paid ;  making  such  alterations  in  the  weekly  amount  to  be  paid  to  each 
pauper  till  the  next  Vestry,  as  they  think  proper.  C.  H. 


36._A"-ricultural  Capital  is  certainly  decreasing;  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  together  with  little  or 
no  profit  from  the  low  prices  of  agricultural  produce,  occasion  in  many  cases  loss  mstead  of  profit^  ^ 

The  Poor  Rates  have  of  late  years  increased,  and  consequently  one  reason  why  Agricultural  Capital  has 
decreased.  Perhaps  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  With  the  war 
prices  an  amount  of  Poor  Rates,  which  was  then  not  easily  borne  by  the  parish,  would  be  ruino^s^ith 
present  prices. 


37.— The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  certainly  decreasing  ;  workmen  worse  than  formerly  ;  but  as  the  good  and 
idle  Labourers  almost  always  receive  the  same  rate  of  pay  per  diem,  no  encouragement  is  given  to  the 
deserving. 

C  H. 

The  same  as  formerly. 
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ANSWERS. 


O  R  L  I  N  G  B  U  R  Y.  (3) 

STOKE   ALBANY.  (3) 

E.  A.  Young. 

Kdward  Griffin,  Hector. 
Skiliington,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28.— No. 

29. — There  is  a  difference ;  if  a  married  man  be  em- 
ployed, he  is  paid  according  to  the  number  of  children,  if  vvoikiny 
by  the  day  ;  for  example,  a  single   man  may  receive  gs.  per 
week  ;  a  man  with  two  children  ics. 

29.~None. 

30. —  Estimated  by  Rates  from  the  inclosure  ;  the  Rates 
are  5*.  3c?.  in  the  pound. 

30. — Our  Poor  Rates  for  1832  were  5.s.  in  the  pound 
on  the  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Decreased  for  the  last  three  years,  3s.  in  the 

pound  ;  lhat  is,  we  used  to  have  eight  rates, now  we  have  five,  at  5s. 
in  the  pound.    They  were  decreased  in  1830  hy  an  emigration. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Yes;  and  the  effect  has  been  the  reduction  of  our 
rates,  as  stated  in  answer  to  the  last  question. 

33. — In  this- parish  the  money  raised  in  eacli  year,  or 
in  each  period  less  than  a  year,  is  decided  by 
the  necessities  of  the  parish  ;  and  according  to 
them  the  Overseer  of  the  Poor  collects  his  rate. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  together  with  the 
Churchwardens.  But  the  levies  are  collected 
as  often  and  to  such  an  amount  as  the  neces- 
sities of  the  poor  demand. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  assessed  by  the  Overseer  ac- 
cording to  the  amount  at  which  he  was  assessed 
when  the  assessment  was  first  made. 

34. — The  Rates  are  levied  according  to  an  agreement 
made  by  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens, 
and  Inhabitants,  being  Rate-payers,  in  Vestry. 
An  Appeal  lies  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

35. — The  question  appears  to  be  replied  to  in  the 
answers  to  the  two  last  preceding  questions. 

• 

1 

35. — Monies  are  gathered  according  to  an  old  rate, 
agreed  upon  as  stated  above;  and  the  number  of 
rates  depends  upon  the  necessities  of  the  poor, 
of  which  a  judgment  is  formed  by  the  Select 
Vestry,  which  meets  every  fortnight. 

36. — In  this  parish  the  amount  of  Capital  has  been,  and 
is  diminishing.    The  Poor  Rates  are,  beyond 
doubt,  one  cause  of  this  diminution. 

1  36. — Not  known. 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  is  certainly  not  | 
increasing ;  they  are  as  capable  as  formerly  of  1 
working;  but  the  employer  is  not  benefited 
as  formerly  by  their  work. 

3T. — Better  than  when  under  the  round  system. 
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County  of  Northampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WILBARSTON.  (3) 

YARD  LEY    HASTINGS.  (3) 

Edward  Griffin,  Vicar. 
Wm.  Shulmgton,  Assistant  Uverseer. 

28.— No. 

J.  Seagrave,  Castle  Asbby.    John  Rogers,  33,  34,  35. 
Henry  Hornsleij  &  Joseph  Longland,  Overseers. 

28. — According  to  rent.                   H.  H,    J.  L. 

29. — None. 

29. — There  is,  especially  in  Winter,  when  employment 

is  scarce.  Though  good  lespectalile  Labourers,  getting  good  places, 
are  paid  according  to  their  merit?,  unmarried  young  men,  in  that 
season,  unless  they  can  get  work  out  of  their  parij.hes,  which  it  is 
difficult  to  do,  do  not  get  more  than       or  5s.  per  week.    J.  S. 

30.  —Last  year  we  had  five  Poor  Rates  at  5s.  in  the 

pound  at  rack  rent,  upon  an  old  quality.  A  new  quality  would 
diminish  the  Katts  much. 

30. — 10s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent.    H.  H.    J.  L. 

31. — The  Rates  have  decreased  8s.  in  the  pound  in 

twelve  years;  as  compared  with  last  year  they  have  decreased 
one  Rate. 

31. — Rather  decreased.                    H.  H.  J.L. 

32. — Yes,  both;  the  ettect  is  partly  seen  m  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  Rates ;  they  were  decreased  by  an 
emigration  of  paupers  in  the  year  1830. 

32.— No.                                     H.H.  J.L. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  together  with  the 
Ciiurchwardens.  But  the  levies  are  collected 
as  often  and  to  such  an  amount  as  the  neces- 
sities of  the  poor  demand. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  hold  a  Vestry  Meeting  every 
two  weeks,  and  the  Minister  of  the  parish  is 
Foreman  of  the  said  Vestry  ;  and  nothing  is  done 
out  oF  the  said  Vestry ;  and  the  Vestry  is  free  for 
all  to  come  to.                                  J.  JR. 

34. — The  Rates  are  levied  according  to  an  agreement 
made  by  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  and 
the  Inhabitants  being  Rate-payers,  in  Vestry. 
An  Appeal  lies  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

34. — There  is  no  trade  in  the  parish  that  pays  towards 
the  poor ;  the  money  is  levied  on  the  land,  and 
every  one  pays  according  to  what  he  rents,  at 
rack  rent,  at  Is.  in  the  pound ;  and  when  one 
Rate  is  paid  away,  another  is  granted.  J.  R. 

.S5. — The  monies  are  raised  according  to  an  old  Rate, 
agreed  upon  as  stated  above ;  and  the  number 
of  the  Rates  depends  upon  the  necessities  of  the 
poor,  of  which  a  judgment  is  formed  by  the 
Select  Vestry,  which  meets  every  fortnight,  and 
examines  the  Overseer's  Books,  and  hears  the 
cases  of  applicants  for  relief 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  the  whole  Parish  in  Ves- 
try take  part  in  all  matters :  the  Overseers  do 
nothing  of  themselves.                        J.  R. 

36. — Not  known. 

36.' — It  is  certainly  decreasing,  and  the  increased 
amountof  the  parish  payments  may  be  the  cause. 
By  parish  payments  I  mean  Road  and  County 
Rates  as  well  as  Poor  Rates.  The  County 
Rate  is  considerably  augmented  by  the  expense 
of  passing  Irish  paupers.                     J.  S. 

37.— Bett«». 

37. — It  is  generally  considered  they  are  worse  and 
less  industrious,  except  when  employed  by  the 
grate.  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Farmers,  but 
I  doubt  the  justice  of  it.                     J-  S. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


BELFORD.  (3) 

BERWICK  UPON  TWEED.  (1) 

William  Clark, 
George  Newbegin,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — No  apportionment ;  get  employ  as  they  can,  or 
are  supported  occasionally  by  Parish  Relief  ac- 
cording to  their  families. 

Anonymous. 

T                 T%       All'                   A        '    ^        i                                 O  O     n  A  or 

James  B.  Atkinson,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 
28. — No  compulsory  apportionment. 

ay. — JNone. 

ay, — JNone. 

30. — From  2*.  6d.  to  3s.  in  the  pound  on  the  Rack 
Rent. 

30. — Upon  three-fourths  of  the  rental,  and  amount  to 

3s.  id.  per  pound.    This  includes  the  County  Rate,  which  takes 
4rf.  per  pound. 

31. — Vaiy  from  66?.  to  8d.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  regularly  appointed,  with  two 
Gverseei's. 

32. — Yes.   The  effect  has  been  most  salutary  in  regard 
to  economy,  and  the  comfort  of  the  poor. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseers.            G.  N. 

33. — A  Special  Meeting  of  the  whole  Inhabitants  in 
Vestry  assembled,  called  by  public  notice  in  the 
Church  and  in  the  Newspapers,  when  the  sum 
Avanted  and  the  reason  for  it  are  stated  to  the 
Meeting.                                   J.  B.  A. 

34. — The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseers.          G.  N. 

34. — The  sum  is  I'aised  by  an  equal  pound  Rate  upon 
a  proportion  of  rental.    This  valuation  is  made 
by  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select 
Vestry,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions  by  any  person  who  may  think  his 
property  too  highly  valued.              J.  B.  A. 

35. — In  consequence  of  having  their  Meetings  jointly. 

G.N. 

35. — The  majority  of  the  Special  Meeting  of  the 
Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Vestr\ 
decide  the  question.  J.B'.A. 

36. — Diminishing,  caused  partly  by  the  very  low  prices 
of  produce,  by  the  Poor  Rates,  and  heavy 
County  Rates ;  the  latter  having  materially 
increased  of  late. 

36. — Decreasing,  from  general  causes,  probably  (as 
one)  from  the  state  of  the  Currency,  but  not 
connected  with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Much  as  they  have  been  for  years  past,  but  more 
inclined,  on  the  slightest  cause,  to  claim  Parish 
Relief,  without  going  in  search  of  employment. 

37. — Considerably  improved. 
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County  of  Northumberland  —  continued. 
ANSWER  S. 


OLD  BEWICK  Township  (Eglingham  Parish.)  (3) 
John  Charles  Langlands. 

28.  — 

29.  __None. 


30. — The  Rates  have  varied  from  \s.  4c?,  to  2s.  3cf.  in  the  pound  on  an  estimated  rental,  about  10  per  cent, 
below  rack  rent. 


31. — They  have  diminished. 


32.  — An  Assistant  Overseer  was  employed  for  a  few  years,  and  was  considered  to  have  been  the  means  of  reducing 

the  Rates;  for  the  last  year  or  two  I  have  continued  in  office  myself  as  one  of  the  Overseers  fas  I  pay 
more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  Kate),  and  the  Rates  have  been  reduced  considerably  since  I  have  done  so. 

33.  — They  seldom  exceed  the  current  expenses  of  the  quarter.    The  paupers  are  usually  paid  quarterly,  and  the 

money  is  raised  at  those  periods. 


Rate-payers  agree  on  a  proportionate  scale  of  rental,  by  which  the  Overseers  levy  the  money. 


35. — The  Overseers  decide  on  the  sum  required  quarterly.    The  Rate-payers  agree  on  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  each  person. 


36. — It  is  diminishing.  The  continual  tampering  with  the  Corn  Laws,  and  the  Small  Note  Currency,  may  partly 
account  for  this ;  but  probably  not  the  least  part  of  the  effect  has  been  produced  by  the  want  of  Poor 
Laws  in  Ireland.  The  Irish  Landlords  give  us  their  poor  to  maintain,  and  send  the  whole  of  the  produce 
of  the  labour  of  a  population  who  receive  only  half  wages  into  our  market,  at  a  rate  below  that  at  which 
we  can  produce  it. 


37.— 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


BOLAM  Township  (Bolam  Parish).  (1) 

B  0  T  H  A  L.  (1) 

John  Fofsi€7\ 

Edward  Otter, 

Rector. 

28.— 

28. — No  compulsory  employment. 

29. — IMo. 

tfy.— JNone. 

30.— 

30. — Average  Rates  in  the  five  townships  of  this  parish 
for  the  last  five  years  have  been  Is.  in  the  pound, 
rack  rent. 

31.— 

31. — Nearly  stationary. 

32. — 

32. — No. 

33. — The  Overseers;  and  if  any  serious  burden  is  likely 
to  come  they  generally  consult  all  the  Rate- 
payers. 

33. — The  Rate-payers,  being  few  in  number,  and  not 
distant  from  each  other,  are  summoned  together 
by  the  Overseers  when  money  is  wanted,  and 
a  Rate  is  made  by  them. 

34. — The  Overseer ;  and  is  always  paid  by  the  pound 
rent. 

34. — The  Rate-payers  settle  at  their  meetings  both  the 
amount  and  the  apportioning  of  the  Rate. 

35. — The  Overseers,  in  their  respective  tovmships,  have 
the  entire  management  of  these  matters.  The 
Vestry  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  in  any  one 
instance  interfered. 

35. — The  Overseer  never  acts  in  important  matters 
without  the  concurrence  of  thp  other  Rate-navers 
in  his  township. 

36. — Diminishing  rapidly,  and  has  been  doing  so  for 
some  time.    I  believe  the  Poor  Laws  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

36. — Rather  increasing,  but  from  causes  unconnected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  Labourers  are,  with  some  solitary  exceptions, 
very  industrious. 

37. —  It  is  thought  that  the  Labourers  are  more  skilfu 
workmen  in  consequence  of  being  better  edu- 
cated. 
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County  of  Northumberland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  H  A  T  T  O  N.             (1  &  3) 

CHOLLERTON.  (1) 

William  Uibson,  .\ssistant  Overseer. 
William  Taylor,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

Joseph  Robson,  Vestry  Clerk,  &  John  Phipps,  Overseer. 
Chi'is,  jBiVc/j  Vicar  J  Robevt  StepIieusoTi .  Edward  Slotery  Joseph  J ewittf  Overseers, 
&  Joshua  Verly. 

28. — No  Apportionment. 

28.— 

9Q      XT^T^Q  if  nhlp-hnflipfJ 

29. — JNone.                                     C.  B. 

B.S. 
E.  S. 

J.J.SfJ  V. 

30. — Is.  46?.  in  the  pound  upon  a  valuation  of  nine 
tenths  of  the  real  value. 

30. — Is.  Id.  per  pound  on  three  fourths  of  the  rack 
rent.                                    J.  P.    J.  R. 

31. — Little  variation  for  the  three  last  years. 

31.— Increased.                               J.  P.  J.R. 

32.— We  have.  The  effect  has  been  beneficial  to  the 
paupers,  and  a  saving  to  the  parish. 

32.— We  have  a  Select  Vestry.            J.  P.    J.  R. 

33. — The  Overseers  form  a  quarterly  Poor's  Rate, 
which  assessment  must  be  sanctioned  by  the 
resident  Minister  and  Churchwarden  and  two 
Magistrates  before  it  becomes  binding.    JV.  T. 

33. — The  Overseers  make  a  Rate  every  three  months. 

J.R. 

34. — The  whole  parish  being  rated  to  a  fixed  value, 
each  pays  his  share  in  accordance  with  the  value 
of  his  occupancy  ;  none  of  the  Rate-payers  can 
claim  exemption  from  this,  and  without  the 
consent  of  a  majority  even  a  partial  deviation 
from  this  is  not  allowed.                     W.  T. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Select  Vestry 
consider  the  various  matters  that  may  be  laid 
before  them,  and  determine  by  a  majority  of  votes. 
Between  meetings,  the  Assistant  Overseer,  with 
the  advice  of  the  other  Overseers,  manages  all 
parish  business  relating  to  the  poor.       W.  T. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  and  Overseers  take  equal  part 

III  LiCL<lUllJi^   L/ctliOli  CUllvCl  lid  ijy    VULC*          t/«  M'*^* 

36. — Decreasing;  but  I  attribute  this  to  the  depreci- 
ation in  the  price  of  corn  and  stock,  and  to 
certain  other  causes  not  connected  with  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing  rather  than  increasing. 

C.B. 
R.S. 
E.S. 
J.J. 
J  V. 

37. — Increasing.  Upon  the  whole  the  workmen  are 
better  labourers,  and  all  other  tradesmen  are 
better  than  formerly. 

37. — Increasing.     Labourers  better  workmen  than 
formerly.                                       C.  B. 

R.S. 
E.S. 
J  J. 
J  V. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


345  c 


County  of  Northumberland  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


E  D  L  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (3) 

EMBLETON  Township  (Embleton  Parish.)  (3) 

John  Tindle, 

late  Cliurchwarden. 

Henry  Ferguson,  Overseer. 
George  Davidson. 

28. — By  the  acreage  rent. 

28. — Generally  employed  according  to  the  spare  capital 

or  iTifl  1  nntinn  or  trip  ^^^^lvmf>rc                     7^T  77 

*y.— iNone  J  cxcepiirig  inui  ine  maiiicci  are  gcnerHiiy 
paid  in  kind,  and  the  single  in  cash  ;  excepting 
also  what  is  caused  by  the  fluctuation  in  the  price 
of  grain. 

VQ  M_  iVl  OT*T*i^r1  mpn    in    IrinH  •    cinrrl^  tnon  ir»  mrknotf  an/i 
~lVJ.cil  1  IcLl  IXiCli   ill    JVIIJU  9    olIJLflC  JUcll  111  ilJC/IlcV  dllLl 

board.                                         H.  F. 

30. — By  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent  from  Is.  to  2*. 

30. — Vary  from  Is.  to  Is.  3c?.  per  pound  Rack  Rent. 

H.F. 

3 1 . — Diminished. 

31.— Diminished.                                     H.  F. 

OC»           XT  'it- 

32. — Neither. 

32. — A  belect  Vestry  and  a  permanent  Overseer;  effects 
good.                                             H.  F. 

33.— 

33. — Our  Rates  are  made  and  signed  by  the  Overseers 
and  Churchwardens,  are  signed  by  the  Magis- 
trates, and  the  Sunday  following  read  in  the 
Church,  according  to  Law.  The  book  of  accounts 
is  exhibited  at  a  meeting  of  the  township  four 
times  in  the  year  at  least.                    H.  F. 

34.— 

34). — The  acting  Overseer,  who,  in  filling  up  the  Rate, 
calculates  each  person's  share  according  to  the 
actual  yearly  value  of  his  property  as  fixed  by 
an  actual  Valuation  of  the  township.      H.  F. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  named  at  a  meeting  held  by 
two  Magistrates,  and  legally  appointed  by  them. 
They  then  have  the  power  of  rating  their  town- 
ship as  circumstances  may  require,  to  discharge 
both  County  and  Poor  Rates.  The  Rates  are  col- 
lected quarterly.  We  have  no  Vestry  Meetings, 
for  we  seldom  or  never  have  any  disputes  about 
our  parochial  affairs. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  interferes  only  by  fixing  the 
weekly  allowance  of  each  pauper,  thereby  exer- 
cising a  controul  over  the  absolute  amount  of 
money  needed.    The  Churchwardens  only  sig- 
nify their  assent  by  looking  over  and  signing  the 
Rate  previous  to  its  being  prese     d  to  the 
Magistrates  at  the  bench.  H.F. 

36. — Diminishing  materially,  but  not  altogether  on 
account  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing ;  not  attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

G.  D. 

37. — Little  alteration. 

37. — I  do  not  consider  the  industry  of  the  Labourer 
increasing,  but  I  do  think  the  Ploughmen  are 
better  workmen  than  formerly,  and  1  also  think 
the  spadesmen,  for  want  of  capital  to  keep  them 
fully  employed,  are  worse  workmen  than  they 
used  to  be.                                     G.  D. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 


346  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Northumberland— con^mwe^/. 


ANSWERS. 


FEATHERSTONE  Township 

(Haltwhistle  Parish).  (3) 

FORD.  (1) 

Hugh  Dryden, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Christopher  Smith, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— 

29.  No. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30.— 

31. — Increased,  compared  with  the  last  year. 

31.— 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  with  good  effect. 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Rate-payers  meet  once  every 
quarter,  examine  the  book,  and  continue  the 
Rate,  so  as  to  meet  all  demands. 

34. — The  Overseers. 

34. — The  Overseers  decide  from  a  Valuation  made  by 
three  respectable  Farmers  from  an  adjoining 
parish  some  years  since,  which  all  the  Rate- 
payers agree  to. 

35. — No  Select  Vestry.  Overseers  decide  all  matters 
relating  to  the  Poor. 

- 

35. — We  have  no  Vestry  in  this  parish,  therefore  all 
matters  connected  with  it  are  done  by  the 
Overseers  and  Rate-payers. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing,  and  partly  owing  to  the  Poor  Rates. 

37.— 

1 

37. — Better  than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Northumberland  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


FORD.  (3) 


John  Chalfont  Blackden, 


28.  — Having  no  surplus  number  of  Labourers,  such  an  arrangement  as  this  Question  contemplates  has  never 

been  acted  upon. 

29.  — No. 


30.  — 2s.  in  the  pound  at  a  valuation ;  at  a  rack  rent  very  little  more  than  Is. 

31.  — Increased  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  as  above,  but  not  during  the  last  year.    The  increase  was  owing  to  a  law  suit, 

and  to  an  Overseer  running  away  in  debt,  with  other  inciden'al  circumatances,  and  ihey  are  likely  to  return  to  their  original  level.  It  is  supposed 
thut  6d.  or  id.  of  the  above  2S.  would  cover  the  charge  of  the  Agricultural  Poor. 

32.  — We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  effect  very  good. 


33. — The  Overseers,  assisted  by  the  Parish  at  large  assembled  in  Vestry. 


34. — The  annual  expenditure  varies  but  little ;  and  as  the  property  in  the  parish  is  valued,  and  that  Valuation  is 
and  has  been  long  permanent,  at  least  there  is  little  probability  of  a  new  one.  Each  individual  Rate- 
payer decides  himself  the  amount  he  shall  pay.  The  proprietor,  by  the  proportion  of  property  he  retains 
in  his  own  possession ;  the  tenant,  by  the  amount  he  occupies. 


35. — Disputed  questions  are  put  to  the  vote,  and  whatever  the  majority  decide  upon  is  carried  into  effect.  The 
Parish  Officers  exert  no  more  authority  than  other  Individuals. 


36. — It  is  diminishing,  but  not  from  any  causes  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  industry  of  the  multitude  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  it  used  to  be,  though  in  many  individual  instances  it 
is  increased,  and  all  are  decidedly  better  workmen,  owing  to  a  greatly  improved  system  of  Agriculture,  and  to  a  very 
slight  pressure  ot  numbers;  for  the  spirit  of  independence  being  unbroken  aniong  the  people,  the  competition 
tends  to  make  them  both  more  industrious  and  better  workmen.  Many  are  also  looking  forward  to  becoming  pro- 
prietors of  land  in  Canada,  or  tenants  of  farms  at  home  ;  this  stimulates  them  to  save.  It  is  also  asserted  that 
both  Masters  and  Servants  are  more  civilized — more  "polite'"  was  one  of  the  terms  used  to  me  ;  and  certainly  their 
laniruage  and  address  are  decidedly  superior  to  that  of  the  same  class  in  the  south  of  England.  The  Colliers  also 
are  very  much  improved  ;  and  the  education  of  all,  both  male  and  female,  is  of  a  much  better  description  than  this 
class  can  usually  command,  and  it  is  moreover  paid  for  by  themselves. 
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County  of  Northumberland  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GLANTON.  (1) 

HARNHAM  Township  (Bolam  Parish).  (1) 

George  Dippie,  1  q^^^ 
George  Landers,  J  * 

John  Leighton, 

Overseer. 

SS.—No. 

28. — People  here  employ  what  number  of  Labourers 
they  please. 

29,— None. 

29.— 

30. — Is.  10c?.  in  the  pound  at  rather  below  Rack  Rent. 

r\  r\            Tt*                         1"TI                11         T\            i                        1  1 

30. — In  this  township  latterly  the  roor  s  Rate  has  been 
proportioned  to  each  occupier  by  the  Rule  of  Three 
on  less  than  Ruck  Rent. 

31. — Decreased. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestrv,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer. 

32. — Neither. 

33  The  Select  Vestry.                             G.  D. 

33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the  occupiers. 

34. — The  Select  Vestry  ;  and  collected  by  a  Rate  ac- 
cording to  the  Rental.                      G.  B. 

34  The  Overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the  occupiers. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  is  formed  of  five  substantial 
inhabitants ;  and  any  three  of  them,  or  any  two 
of  them  and  one  Overseer,  decide  all  matters 
relating  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.          G.  D. 

35.— 'No  Vestry  in  this  township  ;  the  Overseers  trans- 
act all  ordinary  business,  and  consult  the  occu- 
piers on  extraordinary  occasions. 

36. — Diminishing.  Not  attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— 

37. — Increasing.   Better  workmen. 

31.— 

Answers  to  Questions.}    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Northumberland— con^mwec?. 


ANSWERS. 


LONG  HORSLEY.  (3) 

MITFORD.  (1) 

Charles  William  Bigge,  J.  P. 
Joseph  Arkle,  Schoolmaster. 

Luke  Yarker, 

Vicar. 

28. — Not  so  apportioned.                              J".  A. 

28.— No. 

29.— None.                                         J.  A, 

a  w.  B. 

29. — No ;  but  the  married  are  preferred  on  account  of 
the  bondage  work  performed  by  the  wives. 

so. — Average  about  1*.  8c?.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

J.  A. 

30. — Between  lOi/.  and  Is.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

3L — Rather  increased.                                 J.  A. 

31.^ — Somewhat  increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.                                 J.  A. 

32,— No. 

33.— The  Overseers.                               C.  W.  B. 

83. — The  principal  Farmers  take  the  office  of  Overseer 

in  rotation,  who  is  invested,  for  the  year,  with  the  entire  ma 
nagement  of  the  poor,  subject  to  the  constant  supervision  and 
control  of  the  other  Rate-payers.  On  the  occurrence  of  any 
extraordinary  case  (such  as  the  laying  on  of  Rates  and  the  per- 
manent relief  of  new  paupers)  the  Overseer  calls  township  meet- 
ings,and  the  majority  of  Kate  payers  present  decide  the  question; 
they  also  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March  audit  the  accounts. 

34. — The  Overseers  make  the  Rate  themselves  upon 
entering  into  their  office,  when  the  Rentals  are  ad- 
justed, if  any  alteration  has  taken  place  in  them 
since  the  preceding  12th  May,  which  is  the  day 
upon  which  almost  all  the  leases  commence.    The  j 
Rate  is  very  rarely  brought  to  the  Justices  for  their 
sanction,  or  published  in  the  Church,  unless  some 
dispute  has  taken  place  respecting  the  Rentals,  or 
nny  person  has  refused  to  pay  the  Rate.     C.  W.B. 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Rate-payers  at  the  township 
meetings  apportion  the  amount  payable  by  each 
according  to  the  proportion  of  their  several  Rack 
Rentals. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry ;  but  the  Overseers  in 
cases  of  difficulty  or  extraordinary  circumstances 
are  in  the  practice  of  calling  together  the  Rate- 
payers of  their  respective  townships  for  consul- 
tation.                                      C.  W.  B. 

35. — Any  Rate-payer  may  call  a  township  meeting ; 
and  the  decision  of  such  meeting  is  imperative 
upon  the  Overseer ;  the  only  appeal  from  such 
decision  of  which  I  am  aware  is  to  the  Magis- 
trates, and  I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  an 
Overseer  making  one.  He  is  in  fact  the  servant 
of  the  township,  and  any  disobedience  on  his 
part  would  be  brought  forwai'd  at  the  next 
meeting  and  censured. 

36. — Greatly  diminished  ;  but  that  circumstance  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
Poor  Laws.    The  wretched  seasons  of  1828, 
1829,  and  1830,  and  the  reduced  value  of  fann- 
ing produce,  without  a  corresponding  reduction 
of  rents,  are  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  this 
effect.                                        C.  W.  B. 

36. — Stationary.  Whatever  prosperity,  comfort,  and 
content  belongs  to  this  parish  is  mainly  attri- 
butable to  the  good  fellowship  subsisting  among 
the  different  classes.  The  landlords  have  been 
liberal  in  their  redactions,  and  the  labourers  are 
directly  interested  for  their  masters  :  so  that  the 
tenantry  are  on  good  terms  with  both. 

3*7. — The  Labourers  are  as  good  workmen  and  as  indus- 
trious as  I  have  ever  known  them.     C.  W.  B. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  industrious  and  content;  I  do 
not  observe  any  change  in  their  habits.  The 
Farms  are  in  a  superior  state  of  management. 
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County  of  Northumberland  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SHILVINGTON  Township 

(Morpeth  Parish).  (3) 

STAMFORDHAM.  (1) 

George  Codling,  Overseer. 
Thomas  Cowle,  Acting  Overseer.  33,  34,  35. 

28.—NO. 

John  Fox,  Curate. 
James  Hepple  &  George  Dinnin,  Overseers. 

28. — In  general  apportioned  by  rent.             J.  F. 

29.— None. 

29 — None.                                 J  F. 

J.H.  GD. 

30. — Is.  at  Rack  Rent. 

30.— 1  Orf  in  the  pound.                               J.  F, 

The  Poor  Rate  in  one  or  two  townships  is  2s.  2d,  per  pound  by  the  year 
at  rack  rent,  whilst  some  have  no  poor  at  all.     J.  H-    G  D. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

3 1 . — Increased .                                         J.  F. 

32. — Neither. 

32.— Neither.                                           J.  F. 

33." — The  Overseer. 

33. — The  parish  is  divided  into  fourteen  small  town- 
ships. The  Overseer  lays  an  assessment  according 
to  a  Rate  agreed  upon  by  the  Occupiers  of  the 
township  ;  and  his  account  is  audited  by  the 
Occupiers  when  the  book  is  delivered  to  his 
successor.                                         J.  F. 

34. — The  Overseer  decides  by  laying  an  equal  amount 
upon  each  Rate-payer  according  to  the  rental. 

34. — The  Overseer,  according  to  a  Valuation  agreed 
upon  by  the  Rate-payers.                   J.  F. 

35. — The  Acting  Overseer  is  the  only  person  that 

35. — On  account  of  the  subdivision  of  the  parish  into 
tnwnshins.  the  Vestrv  npv£?r  intprferes  in  the 
business  of  the  townships.                   J.  F. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing.     Cause  not  connected  with  the 
Poor  Laws.                        J.  H.    G.  D. 

37. — Much  the  same. 


37. — No  alteration. 


J.  H.    G.  D. 
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County  of  Northumberland — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


WHELPINGTON  (not  Kirkwhelpington),  (1) 
"Which  consists  of  ten  Townships,  each  of  which  maintains  its  own  Poor. 

John  Hodgson, 

Vicar. 


28.  The  Labourers  are  all  servants  hired  by  the  year  or  week,  and  work  wholly  and  specially  for  the  individual 

who  hired  them. 


29.  — If  a  married  man  is  not  accommodated  with  a  house,  &c.  by  his  employer,  he  has  similar  wages  to  unmarried 

men.  Hinds  are  married  men  "  ho  liavc  families.  Tliey  are  generally  hired  by  the  year,  and  have  a  cottage,  coals,  potatoes,  and  10.5.  a  year  as 
wages,  besides  sd.  a  day  for  general  labour,  and  is.  in  harvest  for  their  wives  and  children  ;  if  they  have  a  cow  ki'pt,  besides  cottage,  fire,  and 
potatoeii,  then  they  have  only  about  ts.  a  week  in  money.  Some  Hinds  have  so  much  corn  in  the  year;  and  it  is  the  bargain  with  many,  that  they 
are  to  keep  one  or  more  servants  in  their  house  to  "orli  constantly  for  their  mas'er  ;  in  such  cases  the  Hind's  servant  is  called  a  Bondager. 

30.  — About  2s.  6rf.  in  the  pound  on  three  fourths  of  the  rack  rent  in  the  township  of  Whelpington ;  in  the  other 

townships  less ;  and  in  some  that  are  single  farms,  nothing. 


31. — They  have  been  nearly  stationary  for  some  years. 


32.— Neither. 


33.  — The  Vestry.    The  Rate-payers,  at  a  Meeting  convened  for  the  purpose,  ascertain  as  nearly  as  they  can 

how  much  may  be  wanted  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  and  lay  on  a  rate  accordingly  for  the  year  or  half  year,  but  payablequarterly.  The 
title  of  the  rate  h  generally  in  some  such  form  as  this :  -'A  Rate  or  Assessment  for  the  Relief  and  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  of  the  to.vnship  of 
Whelpington  in  the  parish  of  Wlielpiiigton  and  county  of  Northumberland,  made  at  a  Meeting  of  the  rated  occupiers  and  holders  of  lands  and 
tenements  in  the  said  township  liable  to  the  payment  o!  Poor's  Rate,  which  said  rate  is  for  the  hnlf  year  commencing  24th  September  i83i'and 
ending  on  25th  March  1833,  and  at  is.  id.  in  the  pound,  payable  quarterly  by  equal  instalments  of  6^d.  in  the  pound  in  each  quarter."  It  should 
however  be  noticed  that  this  parish  is  divided  into  ten  townsfiips,  each  of  which  maintains  its  poor  separately,  and  lays  on  its  rates  at  a  Vestry  or 
Bye-law  Meeting  convened  for  the  purpose. 

34.  — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  seldom,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  either  make  out  the  rentals  upon  which 

each  Rate-payer  is  assessed,  or  decide  liow  much  each  claimant  on  the  Poor  s  Rate  sliall  have  of  weekly  cess.  This 
is  left  to  a  General  Meeting  of  the  townships,  and  the  voting  in  the  Meeting  is  always  (at  least  so  in  the  township 
in  which  I  reside,  namely,  Whelpington,)  according  to  the  Vestry  Act.  Sometimes,  when  the  Rate-payers  cannot 
agree  in  making  out  a  rate  upon  each  payer,  the  decision  is  left  to  the  Overseers,  or  to  two  or  more  discreet  persons  in 
an  adjoining  township  or  parish,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  township  ;  but  the  amount  of 
rate  to  be  paid  per  pound  by  each  Rate-payer  is,  I  believe,  always  determined  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  in  each 
township  or  parish. 

35.  — The  Vestry  or  Bye-law  Meeting  usually  make  out  the  rentals  upon  which  the  Poor's  Rate  is  to  be  laid  on 

each  individual ;  and  when  a  new  claimant  for  relief  rises  up,  the  Overseers  consult  the  Vestry  or  Bye-law  Meeting  how 
much  allowance  weekly  or  quarterly  is  to  be  allowed  to  such  claimant.  Quarterly  payments  are  made  only  to  poor  re- 
siding at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  townships  to  which  they  belong.  Frequently,  however,  relief  is  given  by  the 
Overseers  on  acknowledged  precedents,  without  consulting  the  Vestry,  till  some  general  business  brings  it  together. 
The  disposal  of  the  money  raised  for  the  Relief  of  the  I'oor  is  certainly  always,  I  believe,  left  in  a  degree  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Overseers  ;  but  the  rentals  are  yearly  or  half-yearly  agreed  upon,  and  rates  necessary  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  current  period  are,  I  believe,  invariably  made  out  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  convened  for  the 
purpose.  The  Vestry  make  out  rentals  and  lay  on  rates,  and  the  Overseers  collect  and  pay  the  money  levied,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Vestry,  but  are  in  sotiie  degree  left  to  their  own  discretion  with  respect  to  small  occasional 
payments. 

36.  — It  is  diminishing,  principally  on  account  of  the  small  portion  of  the  rents  of  the  land  being  expended  upon 

it,  and  the  highness  of  rents  caused  by  the  competition  for  farms  let  from  year  to  year.  The  Poor 
Laws  have  hitherto  had  very  little  effect  upon  Agricultural  capital  in  this  neighbourhood. 


37. — Increasing,  and  better  workmen,  because  more  intelligent,  and  not  so  much  addicted  as  formerly  to  run 
after  idle  sports  and  games,  such  as  cock-fighting,  horse-races,  &c. 
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County  of  Northumberland —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WHITFIELD. 

T.  H.  Scott, 

Rector. 


(1) 


28. — They  are  not.    Each  Occupier  hires  as  many  as 
he  may  require. 


29.— None. 


30. — Four  rates  of  6d.  each  on  two  thirds  of  Rack  Rent ; 
these  include  County  Rates. 


31. — They  have  increased,  but  not  much. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 


83. — We  have  but  one  Meeting,  usually,  in  the  year, 

our  number  being  small  (under  thirty),  and  that  is  on  Easter 
Monday,  when  the  several  subjects  are  successively  laid  before 
them,  and  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  entered  accordinaly 
in  the  Pari»h  Book.  Our  annual  expenditure  being  generally 
about  the  same,  at  the  Meeting  it  has  always  l:een  hitherto  agreed 
on  to  collect  4  sixpenny  rates,  which  have  been  sufficient  for 
Poor  Rate,  County  Rate,  and  Church  Rate. 


34. — The  Rate-payers  themselves  on  the  rental  ac- 
tually paid  to  the  landlord,  whose  steward 
always  furnishes  the  rent  and  receipt  of  each 
farm  in  the  parish. 


35. —  All  take  an  equal  part  and  exercise  an  equal 
right  of  discussing  and  voting.  I  have  always 
presided  (by  request)  since  I  have  been  Rector  ; 
but  on  any  disputed  point  I  refrain  from  giving 
my  opinion  till  the  last. 


36. — Diminishing  very  considerably,  but  not  from  any 
influence  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Diminishing;  the  labourers  avow  it  themselves, 

Ixcause  tlie  wages  do  not  keep  pace  with  provisions.  The  lead  miners, 
who  work  by  task,  will  not  exert  themselves  ;  a  large  portion  of 
them  live  at  a  distance  from  the  mines,  and  consume  nearly  two 
days  out  of  the  six  in  going  and  coming.  Instances  are  common 
of  those  who  for  many  years  have  received  .£50  to  £60  per 
annum,  and  are  now  begging.  The  love  of  whiskey,  which  is  sold 
now  in  all  the  recent  b(  cr-houses,  and  the  mode  of  payment,  are 
the  causes.  The  latter  is  made  by  a  small  weekly  advance  called 
subsistence  5  and*  at  the  yearly  settlement  with  a  sub-agent,  who 
keeps  a  shop,  the  miner  finds  himself  in  debt. 


W  O  O  L  E  R. 

Robert  Jobson,  Matthew  Culley,  Overseers. 
Richard  Morton,  33,  34,  35. 


28.— No. 


(1) 


B.J, 


29.— No. 


B.J. 


Married  men  are  hired  for  com  wages,  single 
men  for  money;  no  other  difference.     M.  C. 


30. — At  or  about  2*.  8d.  nearly  at  Rack  Rent,  in  which 
is  included  the  County  Rate.  M.  J. 


31. — About  the  same. 


E.J. 


32. — Both.    Our  Rate  has  been  kept  more  moderate 
by  the  Select  Vestry.  R.J. 


33. — The  general  rate  for  the  year  is  decided  at  a 

Parish  Meeting  held  either  at  Easter  or  any  other  time  when 
necessity  requires  it  ;  it  is  afterwards  assessed  quarterly  at  a  Select 
Vestry  A^eeting.  The  assessment  is  intended  to  defray  the  pay- 
ment of  County  Rates  as  well  as  Poor  Rates,  as  being  collected 
with  less  expense  together  than  separate.  R.  J. 

R.  M. 


34). — If  there  is  a  complaint  of  an  inequality  of  the 
rentals  by  which  the  assessment  is  regnhiled  lo  each 
Rate-pa3er,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Parish  it  is  either 
regulated,  or  there  are  one  or  two  incJiflerent  persons 
or  a  connnittee  appointed  to  equalize  tlie  rentals; 
and  the  Select  Vestry,  along  with  the  Overseers, 
decide  how  much  in  the  pound  shall  be  assessed  for 
the  quarter  according  to  each  person's  rent.    J?.  J. 

R.M. 


35. — The  Overseers  at  Easter  state  the  expenditure  of 
the  last  year,  and  the  funds  in  hand,  or  other- 
wise ;  and  upon  the  probability  of  the  expense 
of  the  ensuing  year  the  Meeting  of  the  Parish 
decide  what  is  necessary  to  be  assessed.  R.  J. 

B.M. 


36. — Decreasing;  not  the  effect  of  the  Poor  Laws,  bu 

more  so  by  the  reduction  of  the  value  of  agricultural  produce. 

If.  .7. 

Capital  has  decreased  ;  but  Es  prices  have  for  some  years  been  steady 
so  capital  has  been  stationary,  unless  in  some  few  cases  where 
exorbitant  rents  have  been  enfoiced.  But  a  capital  engaged  in 
farming  in  and  prior  to  1814,  if  now  realized,  would  be  sadly  re- 
duced, —  from  30  to  40  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  the  Poor  Laws 
much  influence  the  amount  of  capital  in  this  district.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  alteration  in  the  value  of  money  by  the  re- 
htrictions  in  1797  rapidly  increased  capital,  and  that  the  return  to 
casli  payments  again  rapidly  decreased  it.    M.  C. 


37. — Much  as  formerly. 


B.  J. 


No  change,  except  in  becoming  more  skilful  and 

M.C. 


intelligent. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  ofNOTTl^GH AM^conlmued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  N  N  E  S  L  E  Y.  (3) 

-  

BABWORTH.  (3) 

Charles  Lamb, 

Overseer. 

28— 

Richard  Hodghinson, 
Overseer  and  Churchwarden. 

28.— No. 

• 

-«y. — JNot  any. 

29.»-No. 

30.— Estimated  by  an  Assessment,  two  thirds  of  the 
Rack  Rent,  2s.  lid.  in  the  pound. 

30. — According  to  a  valuation  made  in  1828,  about  3s. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — One  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— No  Select  Vestry. 

33. — At  the  commencement  of  each  year  a  rate  is 
allowed  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  and 
two  Magistrates  of  the  County,  which  is  collected  by 
the  Assistant  Overseer,  and  appropriated  to  the  relief 
of  the  Poor  and  to  the  County  Rate.  On  the  expen- 
uiiuic  yji  eacn  naie,  me  nexi  loiiowing  is  allowed 
in  the  same  way,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  consent  of  the  Rate- 
payers. 

34. — Rated  by  Assessment  at  lOd.  in  the  pound,  and 
allowed  by  the  Parish  at  large. 

34. — A  new  Valuation  and  Rate  for  this  Parish  was 
made  six  years  ago  with  the  general  consent  of 
the  Rate-payers,  according  to  which  all  assess- 
ments for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  other  pur- 
poses have  since  been  collected  by  the  Overseers. 

35.— The  Overseers  in  general  decide  these  matters ; 

hilt'     ir       OTlTT     ^"r»l^^/^     >-\  r.*i4-->^>i1r\i>     nn^....          TT"      m.  * 

out  11   any  mipg  paiticular  occur  a  Vestry  is 
called,  and  its  opinion   acted  upon  by  the 
Overseers. 

35. — The  Overseers  make  assessments  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  payments  required  according 
to  the  Valuation  and  Rate  before  named.  No 
Select  Vestry  has  ever  been  appointed  or  held 
in  this  Parish. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  is  diminishin"- 
very  much,  yet  not  attributable  to  the  Poor 
Laws,  but  to  want  of  Trade. 

36.— 

37.— Much  the  same. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 


3  K  4 


354  e 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B. 


County  of  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  A  L  D  E  R  T  0  N.  (3) 

BARNBY  IN  THE  WILLOWS.  (3) 

Thomas  Tinley, 

Overseer, 

28. — They  are  not. 

John  Peet,  Churchwarden. 
T.  Kenyon,  Overseer,  and  George  Squires. 

28.— Yes.                                    J.  P.  T.  K. 

9Q  _>Jnnp 

*w  %J               \Jx  1 C  • 

No  difference. 

^y,— i\ot  any.                           Cjt,  o.  j,  Jr.  1 .  A. 

30. — 3s.  9d.  by  valuation. 

30. — Five  Sixpenny  Rates  at  two  thirds  of  the  value. 

J.  P.  T.K. 

31. — Increased. 

3L— Increased.                                  J.  P.  T.K. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— Neither. 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing. 

36. — Dijninishing  very  fast.                           G.  S. 

37. — Much  the  same. 


37. — Worse. 


G.S. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of"  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BINGHAM.  (3) 

B  L  E  A  S  B  Y.  (3) 

Robert  Lowe,  J.  r. 

Richard  Dixon, 

Churchwarden  &  Constable. 

28. — We  have  no  such  apportionment ;  it  was  abolished 
about  14  years  since. 

28. — Seldom  if  ever  have  any  more  than  are  wanted. 

29. —  Ihere  was  lormerly,  but  tnere  is  now  none. 

c\f\           All          "1  Tl 

29. — All  paid  alike. 

30. — The  Rates  are  now  made  upon  the  Rack  Rent ; 
they  amount  to  about  Is.  3c?.  in  the  pound. 

30. — \s.  9d.  on  a  Valuation  made  when  the  open  and 
waste  lands  in  the  Parish  were  inclosed,  in  1777. 

31. — They  have  increased  rather  during  the  last  year 

from  an  increase  on  the  County  Rates  on  account  of  the  dis- 
turbances. 

31. — They  are  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same,  and  have 
been  so  during  the  last  few  years. 

32. — There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer  from  whose  ap- 
pointment we  date  every  good ;  but  there  is  no 
Select  Vestry. 

o-j. — JNo  oelect  Vestry,    ror  some  years  past  we  have 

kept  the  same  person  in  office,  with  a  small  salary,  as  Constable, 
Collector  of  Rates,  and  Payer  of  Expenses,  and  have  found 
great  advantages  arising  therefrom. 

33. — The  amount  is  decided  by  the  Overseers,  who  are 
intrusted  to  raise  it  as  it  is  wanted. 

33. — The  Expenditure  has  been  so  much  reduced  of  late 
years,  and  is  now  (during  the  last  five  years)  so 
regularly  the  same  that  no  question  ever  arises 
on  the  subject,  but  the  Rates  are  made  out  and 
collected  by  the  Constable,  as  wanted. 

34. — There  has  long  been  an  established  Rate  in  the 
parish ;  but  if  any  Person  feels  himself  aggi-ieved 
an  application  is  made  to  the  Monthly  Vestry, 
who  appoint  some  indifferent  persons  to  assist 
the  Overseers  in  equalizing  the  Rate.  An  in- 
stance of  the  kind  has  just  occurred. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  his  Assessment  according 
to  the  valuation  of  the  Commissioners,  when  the 
Lordship  was  inclosed,  in  1777 ;  no  alteration 
of  any  consequence  having  taken  place  in  the 
property,  which  still  remains  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  the  prominent  actors  in  all 

thpsp  TTlflttprs:    niif  it  tippH        tnp  VpQti'v  frmtr/^l 

them. 

35. — At  a  Vestry  Meeting  the  general  sense  of  the  Rate- 
paj^cis  IS  LctKt;ii,  aiiu  Lut;  que&iions  are  seiiieQ  as 
voted  for  by  the  majority. 

36.— Certainly  diminishing,  and  no  doubt  the  Poor 
Laws  have  operated  in  some  degree  in  diminish- 
ing it ;  but  generally  the  price  of  the  produce 
of  land  does  not  enable  the  Farmer  to  meet  the 
labour  and  other  demands  upon  him. 

36.— 

37. — Since  the  alterations  already  mentioned,  about 
14  years  ago,  the  Labourers  are  much  improved, 
both  in  their  work  and  habits. 

Vid£  Appendix  {C.)for  explanation  of  these  alterations. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  IIL 
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County  of  Nottii^gham— continued. 
ANSWERS. 


BLYTH  Township.  (3) 


Thomas  Parkin, 

Overseer. 


28. — No  particular  rule  as  to  the  number  of  Labourei"s 
employed  on  each  farm. 


29. — Not  any. 


30. — Two  shillings  and  three -pence  in  the  pound  at 
above  Rack  Rent. 


31. — They  are  near  the  same. 


32. — Not  either. 


33. — The  principal  Inhabitants  at  a  public  Meeting 
decide  what  siims  shall  be  raised  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor. 


34._An  equal  Rate  on  the  whole  Township  is  made 
out  by  the  Overseer  on  the  latest  valuation, 
and  signed  by  the  principal  Inhabitants  and  two 
Magistrates. 


35, — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.  The  Overseer  usually 
takes  the  sense  of  the  principal  Rate-payers  on 
Parochial  Affairs,  and  acts  by  their  decision. 


3(5 — Decreased  materially  in  the  last  seven  years. 
Cannot  say  how  far  the  Poor  Laws  may  have 
tended  to  cause  the  diminution.  No  doubt 
both  the  increased  expense,  both  in  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  in  County  Rates,  &:c.,  for  the  last 
seven  years,  will  in  part  have  tended  to  that 
decrease. 


^.—Diminishing,  there  not  being  that  aversion  to 
apply  for  parochial  relief  as  formerly. 


CLAYWORTH. 


John  Teal,  Senior. 
John  Teal,  junior,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— 


29. — None,  that  we  are  aware  of. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  at  their  Vestry 
Meetings,  of  which  due  notice  is  always  given, 
so  that  all  the  Rate-payers  have  an  opportunity 
of  attending  if  they  think  proper. 


34. — The  Overseer,  who  has  to  calculate  how  much 
each  man's  rate  will  be,  according  to  his  rental, 
at  so  much  in  the  pound. 


35. — The  Overseer  having  disbursed  the  whole  of  a. 
former  Rate,  then  applies  to  the  parish  in  Vestry 
to  grant  him  another ;  the  matter  is  investigated, 
and  the  Rate  always  granted. 


36. — Increasing,  but  not  from  any  Administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 


37. — Thelndustry  of  theLabourer  is  not  on  the  increase^ 
(and  it  is  not  altogether  their  own  fault,)  conse- 
quently they  are  not  better  workmen  than  they 
formerly  were. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  O  D  D  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (3) 

NORTH  COLL  INGHAM.  (3) 

Charles  Jalland,  Assistant  Overseer. 

John  Clayton,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

George  blieTlock,  Assistant  Overseer. 
John  might.     William  Buttle,  33,  34,  &  3.j. 

28. — They  are  not.                                     C.  J. 

28. — We  have  apportioned  our  Labourers  bv  the  As- 
sessment.   I  approve  of  the  plan  when  necessity 
requires  it.                                        G.  S. 

29. — Not  any.                                             C.  J. 

29.— No  distinction  made.  G.S. 

30. — 2s.  6c?.  in  the  pound  upon  a  vahiation  made  in 
1827.  C.J. 

30. — 3s.  ad.  in  the  pound,  assessed  at  about  two  thirds 
of  rack-rent.                                    G.  S. 

31. — Increased  about  a  fifth.                          C.  J, 

S\. — Diminished  6c?.  in  the  pound  last  year.     G.  S. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  too  recently  appointed  to 
exhibit  any  result.                               C.  J. 

32. — Yes ;  we  established  a  Workhouse  and  an  Assist- 
ant Overseer  at  the  same  time.   We  have  saved 
nearly  one  fifth  by  it.                          G.  S. 

33. — W^e  have  a  Monthly  Meeting ;  the  Overseer 
demands  a  Rate  as  often  as  the  wants  of  the 
poor  call  for  it,  and  is  granted  or  refused  by 
the  Meeting.                                    J.  C. 

33. — Ihe  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
have  it  in  their  power  legally  to  decide  the  sum 
of  money  necessary  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor 
for  any  period  ;  but  in  our  Parish  they  are  con- 
sidered to  be  under  the  controul  of  a  General 
Vestry  ;  at  least  they  are  advised  by  the  In- 
habitants in  General  Vestry.               W.  B. 

34. — The  Houses  and  Lands  in  this  parish  have  been 
valued  by  two  competent  men,  and  each  Rate- 
payer pays  according  to  his  value.         J.  C. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  an  Assessment  on  the  value  of 
property  taken  in  the  years  1815  and  1824,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
property  each  person  may  occupy  or  possess, 
generally  at  the  rate  of  6c?.  in  the  pound,  as 
often  as  necessary  to  meet  the  general  expen- 
diture.                                            JV,  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  considered  part  of  the  Vestry, 
and  neither  interfere  separately,  but  as  one 
body;  the  business  is  done  by  the  sense  of  the 
Meeting.                                        J.  C. 

35. — I  am  not  aware  that  any  Vestry  ever  had  cause  to 
interfere  with  the  decision  of  the  Overseers  as  to 
the  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor,  any  further  than  to  advise  them,  and 
to  audit  their  accounts,  which  they  do  about 
every  month.    We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  to 
the  great  joy  of  every  honest  man  in  the  parish. 

W.B. 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  certainly  decreased ;  but  I 
do  not  attribute  it  in  this  neighbourhood  to 
the  state  of  the  Poor  Laws.                 C.  J. 

36. — Diminished  to  a  great  extent  during  the  last  12 
years,  and  still  diminishing.    I  do  not  think  the 
Poor  Laws  have  had  any  influence  on  agricul- 
tural distress.    The  Poor  Rates  certainly  have. 

J.  J  V. 

37. — Generally  speaking  our  Labourers  are  worse 
workmen  than  they  were  formerly.        C.  J. 

37. — Industry  rather  increasing.    Rather  worse  work- 
men, with  the  exception  of  getting  children. 

J.  11. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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Countv  of  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


COLSTON  BASSET.  (3) 

E  L  S  T  0  N.  (3) 

William  Allison, 

Assistant  Overseer 

Richard  JVhitworth, 

Overseer. 

28. — Every  person  occupying  land  employs  a  Labourer 
for  every  100  acres  he  occupies. 

28.— No. 

29. — None  by  the  Farmers ;  but  when  they  work  for 

the> Parish,  single  Men  have  ys.  a  week,  and  married  Men  from 
gi.  to  I2s.  a  week,  according  to  their  families.  Piece-work  is 
given  by  the  employers  to  men  with  the  largest  families. 

<6y. — iNo. 

30. — Is.  8cif.  in  the  pound. 

30. — At  lOrf.  in  the  pound,  by  Commissione  s  value. 

3L — Nearly  the  same. 

3L — Small  diminution. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry ;  we  have  an  Assistant 
Overseer. 

32. — No. 

33. — The  Rates  are  riot  made  prospectively  for  the  year, 
nor  for  any  longer  period  than  about  ten  weeks. 
The  Kates  are  made  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Overseers  and  their  Assistant. 

33. — The  Overseer  of  the  poor  and  the  Parishioners. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer's  Amount  is  decided  by  the 
value  of  his  property  upon  which  the  Rate  is 
made,  and  the  number  of  Rates  required  in  the 
year. 

34. — The  Overseers  of  the  poor  and  the  Parishioners. 

35. — The  Vestry  have  no  jurisdiction  as  to  the  amount 
flio  T?QtA  nr  thp  nnml^ipr  of  Ratp<;  vpniiirpd- 
but  the  Overseers  and  their  Assistant.  The 
Vestry  examine  the  accounts,  and  allow  or  dis- 
allow. 

35. — Jointly. 

36. — There  can  be  very  litde  doubt  that  Agricultural 
Capital  is  diminishing,  but  in  this  neighbourhood 
we  think  it  can  by  no  means  be  proved  to  arise 
from  any  cause  connected  with  the  Administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Not  certain  as  to  the  result. 

37. — I  he  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  better  work- 
men than  they  formerly  were. 

37. — As  usual. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Nottingham  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


E  V  E  R  T  0  N.  (3) 

FARNDON.  (3) 

IVm,  Parkin, 
Perpetual  Overseer  and  Constable. 

William  Sharps. 
Thomas  Sharpe. 

28.— No. 

28. — About  accordmg  to  the  number  or  horses,  56, 
employed.                                        T.  S. 

29. — None. 

29.— None.                                             T.  S. 

30., — 2s.  \d.  in  the  pound,  upon  a  valuation. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound,  upon  a  valuation  taken  in  1768, 
and  which  valuation  is  a  very  low  one.    T.  S. 

31. — They  are  the  same,  but  will  be  increased  this 
year  about  2^d.  in  the  pound.. 

31.— No.  T.S. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  there  is  a  perpetual  Overseer 
and  Constable.  The  effect  is  supposed  to  be  a 
saving  one,  but  this  is  only  the  second  yeai*. 

32. — W^e  have  neither.                                 T.  S. 

33. — The  Overseer  generally  has  a  Rate  granted  at 
5c?.  in  the  pound,  and  when  he  has  paid  the 
whole  of  that  away,  or  nearly  so,  he  then  calls 
a  second  Vestry,  and  his  Accounts  are  investi- 
gated, and  another  Rate  granted,  and  so  on  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 

33. — The  resident  Proprietors  and  Occupiers  of  land, 
according  to  an  old  rate  taken  65  years  ago,  which 
is  unequal,  and  a  cause  of  dissension.    I  am  a  resi- 
dent Householder,  bul  am  not  assessed.    There  are 
:)l<:r^  rpdiflpnt  li^rppholHpr^  and  C-onvholdprs  and  otnpr 
Householders  who  are  not  rated,  although  they  are 
registered  as  voters  for  Members  of  Parliament.  W.S. 

34. — No  particular  person  decides  upon  the  above 
question ;  there  is  a  proper  valuation  made 
upon  each  person's  property,  (for  the  express 
purpose,)  by  which  the  Rate  is  levied. 

34.— 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Vesti'y  take  equal  part 
in  deciding  on  all  matters  relative  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  should  a  difference  of  opinion  arise, 
it  is  decided  by  a  majority. 

at  Quarterly  Meetings,  and  oftener  if  need 
requires.                                         f  V.  S. 

36.— 

S6.— 

3T.— 

37. — Very  worthy  men.                               JV.  S. 

P.  L.  (b.)_Paut  III. 
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County  of  Nottingham  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


FINNINGLEY.  (3) 

FLINTHAM.               (2  &  3) 

John  Crooke,  Overseer. 
Joh7i  Lindley,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

Charles  John  Myers,  M.A.,  Vicar. 
Joseph  Cuckson,  Guardian  &  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Tliey  are. 

28. — Occasionally  in  Winter  a  Parish  Meeting  is  held, 
and  the  superfluous  Labourers  are  apportioned 

according  to  extent  of  Occupation  and  amount  of  llate. 

Ar\  XT 

29. — None. 

29. — No. 

No  difference. 

30. — At  5s.  6d.  per  pound,  estimated  according  to 
valuation. 

30.— Poor  Rate,  2s.  3d.,  Highway,  10c?.,  Church,  S^d.^ 

or  thereabouts,  on  the  rack  rent.  The  Rates  are  laid  according 
to  a  valuation  of  the  whole  parish  made  about  eight  years  since 

31. — Increased. 

31. — No  material  increase  or  diminution. 

32. — Have  not. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    There  has  been  an  Assistant 

Overseer  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  the  effect  has  been  a 
reduction  in  the  Rates  of  about  6d.  in  the  pound  per  year  on 

33. — Notice  to  the  inhabitants  that  a  rate  is  going  to 
be  laid,  stating  when  a  meeting  will  take  place 
to  consult  at  what  rate  it  must  be  laid  at  per 
pound  ;  when  the  Overseers  and  Rate-payers 
present  agree  for  such  a  rate  as  will  supply  the 
Overseer  for  three  or  four  months.          J.  L. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  or  a  majority 
of  them. 

34. — The  valuation  book  decides  how  much  of  that 
amount  each  Rate-payer  has  to  pay,  according 
to  the  rate  per  pound.                          J.  L. 

34. — This  is  decided  in  each  Rate  according  to  a  valu- 
ation of  the  whole  parish  made  eight  or  nine 
years  since.  The  Rates  are  generally  at  10 J. 
per  pound,  and  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by 
each  is  at  once  fixed  from  the  valuation  by  the 
Assistant  Overseer. 

35. — Having  no  Select  Vestry,  the  Overseers  and  Rate- 

"nnvfirc   rlppidp   tnpcip   mnttprs  fit  IViPPtino's;  nillv 

given  notice  of  by  the  crier.                   J.  L. 

 .  4 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  on  application 

Officer,  sign  a  Rate,  which  is  afterwards  allowed 
by  the  Magistrates.  The  accounts,  according  to 
our  regulations,  are  to  be  submitted  to  a  Moruhly 
Vestry  ;  but  as  the  Parishioners  are  very  well  sa- 
tisfied with  the  management  of  the  Rates,  they 
are  in  fact  not  laid  before  the  Vestry  above  two 
or  three  times  a  year.  They  are  at  any  time 
accessible  to  any  Rate-payer  who  wbhes  to 
inspect  them. 

36.— 

36. — It  is  difficult  to  answer  this  question  ;  but  at  any 
rate  it  would  seem  that  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws  in  this  neighbourhood  has  little 
to  do  with  it. 

37.— 

37  There  is  considered  to  be  no  great  difference;  if 

any,  it  is  for  the  better. 

Answei-s  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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GRINGLEY  ON  THE  HILL. 

William  Hunt. 
William  Scott,  Overseer. 


(3) 


28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned;  they  are  em- 
ployed according  to  the  occasion  of  the  occu- 
P'^'"-  W.  S. 


29. — Not  any  distinction  if  they  do  equal  work 


W.S. 


H  A  W  K  S  W  O  R  T  H. 

Jolin  Storer, 

Hector  &  J.  P. 


(3) 


28— Every  individual  Labourer  makes  his  own  barrrain 
with  his  employer ;  there  are  no  House-row 
men. 


29. — No  distinction  whatever. 


30.— 25.  6rf.  in  the  pound,  according  to  Commissioners' 
valuation.  ^ 


3L — No  alteration  for  the  last  four  or  five  years. 


W.S. 


32.— Not  any. 


IV.  S. 


33.— The  Overseers  and  the  principal  Rate-payers. 

W,H. 


34.— Our  Rates  are  decided  by  an  equal  pound  rate 
through  the  parish,  according  to  the  Commis- 
sioners' valuation.  jy,  H. 


35.— It  is  unanimously  agreed  to  by  all  parties. 


W.H. 


36. — Not  much  alteration. 


W.H. 


30._The  Rates  with  the  exception  of  the  Highway 

Rate,  are  iev.ed  according  to  an  old  valuafon  at  aboutle..  per 


3L— The  Rates  have  diminished  this  last  year. 


32._No  Select  Vestry;  but  we  have  had  an  Assistant 
Overseer  about  eleven  years,  and  we  believe  a 
saving  lias  been  effected  by  it. 


^'n?  T  preceding  Sunday,  that  a 
Vestry  will  be  held  on  a  given  day,  and  the 
Rate-payers  who  choose  to  assemble  determine 
the  Kate.  Then  also  are  minutely  examined 
the  Poor  Accounts  up  to  that  period. 


,4.-Every  individual  is  assessed  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  acres  at  an  allowed  valuation;  the  Rate 
IS  made  upon  all  according  to  this  assessment 


35. 


-The  whole  matters  relating  to  the  poor  are  decided 
by  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry.  The  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  are  generally  present, 
but  certainly  always  one  Overseer. 


36.-Agr,cultural  capital  has  certainly  greatly  dimi- 
nished  since  1825;  in  some  iLtances^that  I 
know  as  much  as  one  half.  I  do  not  attribute 
his  in  any  way  to  the  Poor  Laws,  but  solely  to 
the  return  to  cash  payments,  which  has  and  is 
producing  daily  an  increasing  stagnation  in 
trade  and  agriculture  in  this  country 


37.— The  Labourers  are  considered  to  be  better  work- 
men than  they  formerly  wese.  W,  H. 


P.i.(B.)~pART.m. 


3  1.  4 
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County  of  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  W  T  O  N.  (3) 

EAST  MARKKA  M.  (3) 

tTohu  Rimntington. 

Robert  Kempsall,  Overseer. 
William  Marriot  &  Benjamin  Moss,  33,  34,  35. 

28, — Each  employs  what  number  he  thinks  fit. 

28.— None. 

29.— No. 

29. — 

30. — Rated  at  two  thirds  of  rent;  about  1 5.  Sd.  per 
pound  on  assessment. 

30. — 5c?.  in  the  pound  by  Commissioners'  assessment. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Same. 

32.— No. 

32. — None. 

33. — The  money  is  raised  by  a  Rate  at  5c?.  in  the  pound, 
made  from  a  valuation,  then  'signed  by  the  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  and  the  Magistrates.  As  soon 
as  one  Rate  is  expended  another  is  collected. 

33. — It  is  first  decided  by  a  Vestry  of  any  able  and 
sufficient  persons  living  within  the  parish  who 
wish  to  take  part  in  it.                     JV.  M. 

B.  M. 

34. — A  valuation  was  made  in  1824,  upon  which  the 
Rates  are  made. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  the  same  Vestry  how  much  the 
Overseers  shall  pay  to  the  paupers  according 
to  their  families.                              W.  M. 

B.M. 

35. — In  common,  it  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Over- 
seer.    When  any  thing  particular  occurs,  a 
Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  is  called,  and  the 
Overseer  acts  upon  their  decision. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  in 
deciding  all  these ;  the  Rate  is  then  allowed, 
and  signed  by  two  Magistrates,  amounting  to 
£86.  8.  11^.   The  cost  of  the  poor  for  twenty- 
six  weeks  is  £85.  10.  2.                    JF.  M. 

B.  M. 

36. — Diminishing  fast. 

36.— 

37. — Considerably  worse. 


37.— 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS^ 


M  I  S  S  O  N.  (3) 

SOUT  H  M  USKHAM.  (3) 

If'illiam  Brown, 

Overseer. 

John  Fletcher, 

Overseer. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28.— "Not  expressly. 

oq  Nr> 

29  — Not  any. 

30. — 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

30. — 2*.  in  the  pound,  at  rack  rent. 

81. — Neither. 

31. — Increased. 

oA.—ixii  As&isiani  wverseer. 

33. — The  Rate-payers,  at  a  Meeting  legally  called. 

33.— 

34. — The  Rate-payers  themselves,  at  a  Meeting  legally 
called,  when  the  supposed  wants  of  the  poor 
are  stated  by  the  Overseer. 

34 — 

35. — Neither  the  Overseer  nor  the  Vestry  take  any 
decisive  part  individually,  but  act  in  concert,  as 
the  Meeting  is  open  to  all  Rate-payers  to  give 
their  opinions  freely. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  on  account  of  the  expected  altera- 
tion in  the  corn  laws. 

36.— 

37. — Not  much  alteration. 

37. — Miich  as  usual. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III.  3  m 
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CouDty  of  Nottingham  — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARY,  NOTTINGHAM.  (1) 

OLLERTON  Township 
(Edwinstowe  Parish).  (3) 

A.  Barnett, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

William  Hibbs, 

Overseer. 

28. — Not  so  apportioned. 

28. — When  out  of  employment  they  are. 

29. — Not  any. 

29. — None.  None. 

30. — Estimated  on  three  fourtlis  of  value  of  Rent.  Rate 
last  year  about  4s.  in  the  pound  on  the  rack  rent. 

30.. — Ss.  6(1,  last  year. 

31. — About  two  and  a  half  or  three  per  cent,  higher 
than  last  year. 

31.  —  Mucli  the  same. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer ;  an  alteration  in  the  mode 

of  relief,  substituting  labour  diiferent  fjom  usual  employment,  as  on 
roads,  4<c.,  which  has  been  productive  of  considerable  advantage. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    We  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33.  —  The  majority  of  the  Inhabitants  in  public  meeting 
assembled. 

34. — Annual  rent,  with  some  exceptions,  is  the  best  cri- 
terion of  annual  value.  The  valuers  are  the 
Parish  Officers,  assisted  by  3  or  4  considerable 
occupiers  and  practical  men,  annually  appointed 
in  Vestry.  This  plan  was  adopted  in  1830; 
the  tenements  separately  rated  are  not  less  than 
9,000.  The  best  evidence  of  this  method  being 
fair  is,  that  there  has  not  been  one  appeal. 

34. — It  is  done  by  a  Valuation  of  the  land  and  houses 
in  the  township,  and  each  person  pays  in  pro- 
portion to  the  property  he  or  she  occupies ;  say 
lOd.  or  20(1.  in  the  pound,  as  may  be  agreed 
upon. 

35. — The  Vestry  annually  appoint  the  Committee 
referred  to  in  last  answer,  but  interfere  no 
further. 

35. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry  in  this  township.  The 
Overseers  act  under  the  orders  of  the  Inhabitants 
in  meetini;  assembled. 

1  ■ 

36. —  Agricultural  Parishes  in  this  neighbourhood  are 
not  heavily  taxed  to  the  Relief  of  the  Poor ;  they 
have  also  the  advantage  of  good  roads  and  a 
large  market ;  still,  however,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that,  apart  from  the  depreciated  value  of  stock 
and  produce,  capital  is  materially  diminishing. 

!  36. — Rather  decreasing  than  otherwise ;  partly  owing 
to  the  Poor  Law,  and  other  causes. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

i 

1 

1 
i 

i 

1 

i 
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County  of  Nottingham — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EAST  STOKE.  (3) 

W  A  R  S  O  p.  (3) 

Thomas  Taylor, 

Overseer. 

J.  Turner  &  Samuel  Davy,  Churchwardens.")    In  Vestry 
Em,  Burrows  &  IVilliam  Short,  Overseers.     /  assembled. 

28. — According  to  demand  and  capital. 

28.— 

29.— None. 

29.— 

30.— ISt/. 

30. — 5*.  in  the  pound  per  annum,  at  full  value. 

H.  Reynolds,  &  IV.  Turner,  Overseers. 

31. — Nearly  stationary. 

31.— About  the  same.                      H.  R.    W.  T. 

32. — No  Vestry  Select,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

H.  R.    W.  T. 

33.— 

33.— The  Select  Vestry.                        J.  T.  S.  D. 

E.  B.  W.  S. 

34.— 

34. — The  Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  Inclosure. 

J.  T.  S.  D. 
E.B.  W.S. 

35.— 

35. — Majority  in  Vestry  assembled.         J,  T.  S.  D. 

36. — Want  of  confidence  in  the  Government,  and  con- 
stant agitation  and  uncertainty. 

36.— Diminishing.                          H.  R.    IV.  T. 

t*  1  — 

37— No  better.                             H.  R.    W.  T. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III.  3  m  2 
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County  of  Nottingham  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WES  T  O  N.  (3) 

WORKSOP.  (3) 

Willium  Hunt, 

L/nin  cnwaiucii* 

John  Flowerdew  Colls, 
Principal  Olliciiiting  Minister. 

28,— The  Labourers  are  employed  amongst  the  farmers, 
according  to  the  extent  ot  occupations. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

/iu.  iNO. 

29. — None,  except  from  their  merit. 

30. — About  Is.  8d.  in  the  pound,  at  an  estimated  value. 

30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound,  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

3L — They  have  been  nearly  the  same  for  the  last  5 

yjars,  except  in  the  year  ending  at  Easter  1832,  when  an  additional 
Rate  was  made,  but  partly  for  the  payment  of  old  debt?. 

32. — No  oelect  Vestry;  sometimes  an  j^sisiaiu  wvei- 
seer,  whose  better  acquaintance  with  parochial 
affairs  tends  to  their  better  management. 

32. — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  there  was  a 

Select  Vestry  for  the  year  ending  at  Easter  1832,  composed  of 
20  of  the  principal  Rate-payers  ;  but  they  were  considered  to  he  too 
lilieral  to  the  poor,  and  no  Select  Veitry  has  been  since  appointed. 

33._We  join  the  incorporated  Workhouse  at  Upton, 
near  Southwell,  and  have  Guardians  of  the  Poor, 
who,  with  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  all  the 
Rate-payers,  at  their  pleasure,  meet  monthly,  and 
grant,  when  the  Overseers*  funds  are  exhausted,  a 
new  Rate,  to  be  levied  by  the  Overseers  on  all  Rate- 
payers. 

33. — By  an  Order  of  Vestry,  an  Assessment  is  to  be 
granted  to  the  Overseers  whenever  the  balance 
in  their  hands  shall  not  exceed  a  certain  sum. 

3i. — There  is  a  regular  Valuation  throughout  the 
parish,  both  on  the  land  and  buildings,  and  the 
Rate  is  made  out  according  to  it. 

34. — A  Valuation  of  the  whole  parish  has  been  made, 
and  each  person  pays  according  to  the  said 
Valuation. 

35. — There  is  no  respective  Interference  by  either  of 
■     the  parties,  but  an  unanimity  to  keep  the  Rates 
as  low  as  possible,  without  injury  to  the  poor. 

35. — The  Overseers  meet  at  the  Workhouse  weekly, 
when  any  of  the  Rate-payers  may  also  attend 
and  see  the  Accounts ;  and  in  the  event  of  any 
matters  of  more  than  ordinary  moment  requiring 
to  be  considered,  notice  is  given  for  a  public 
Vestry  of  the  whole  parish. 

36. — We  suppose  the  Amount  of  Agricultural  Capital 
has  diminished  to  the  amount  of  30  per  cent, 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  but  we  do  not 
attribute  this  in  any  great  measure  to  the 
Administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— It  has  diminished,  and  is  diminishing;  but  the 
cause  is  rather,  perhaps,  the  amount  of  tax- 
ation directly  and  indirectly,  and  the  high  price 
paid  for  labour  when  compared  with  the  low 
price  of  produce,  than  the  Administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

37. — When  working  by  the  day,  the  Labourers  are 
not  considered  to  be  so  good  as  formerly  ;  but 
when  working  by  the  piece,  they  are. 

37. —  No  general  alteration  in  their  Industry  in  this 
neighbourhood ;  neither  is  the  sober  part  of 
them  worse  workmen. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  OXFORD — continued. 


ANSWER  S. 


STEEPLE  ASTON.  (1) 

BALDWIN  BRIGHTWELL.  (3) 

John  Lechmere, 

J.  P. 

William  F.  Lowndes. 

28.— 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

j£iJ,—tCb,  Ol  Oo.  pel  WccK)  vViUCIl   UllcU  lllUUCCa  Lliclil  LO 

marry. 

29. — \es;   married  men,  lO*.  per  week;  single  men, 
7s.  to  8s.    This  difference  is  one  cause  of  their 
marrying  so  young. 

30.— 

30. — 4s.  3d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

3L— 

31. — Increased. 

32.— 

32. — We  have  not. 

33. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  Rate  is  made 

out  by  the  Overseer,  of  which  notice  is  'given  in  the  Church, 
and  when  nearly  expended  the  same  form  is  gone  through.  A 
Vestry  is  occasionally  held  at  the  public-house,  and '£  i  allowed 
out  of  the  Rate  to  drink,  which  only  tends  to  obstruct  the  business. 
There  is  no  Vestry-room  in  the  Church. 

33.— 

34. — A  Valuation  of  the  parish  is  generally  taken  when 
a  new  Rate  is  made  out,  and  a  majority  of  the 
Overseers  in  Vestry  allow  the  same ;  any  appeal 
by  an  inhabitant  who  feels  himself  aggrieved 
must  be  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

34.— 

35. — -The  Vestries  are  few  and  far  between ;  some 
will  not  attend  them  in  the  Church ;  others  will 
not  at  the  public-house;  and  the  interference 
is  generally  to  try  to  reduce  the  weekly  stipend 
of  some  old  man  or  woman. 

35.— 

38. — Diminishing. 

3G. — It  has  diminished,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  great  in- 
crease of  Poor's  Rates,  and  the  consequent  ina- 
bility of  the  Farmers  to  employ  Labourers,  which 
inability  has  latterly  gi-eatly  increased,  conse- 
quendy  the  Farmers  have  not  been  able  to  make 
improvements  on  their  land. 

37. — In  this  parish  the  Labourers  are  as  good  and  in- 
dustrious as  they  used  to  be,  it  being  a  small 
parish  in  point  of  numbers. 

37. — Certainly  very  much  diminishing.    I  do  not  say 
the  Labourers  are  worse  workmen,  if  thej'^ 
choose  to  exert  themselves,  but  they  have  been 
spoilt  by  the  system  of  going  as  Roundsmen. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Oxford  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BANBURY, 

AND  NEIGHBOURING  VILLAGES.  (2) 

N.Div.  of  BLOXHAM  and  BANBURY  Hundreds,  Oxon, 
and  Div.  of  BURTON  DASSET,  Kineton  Hund.,  Warw. 

Jolin  Davis, 

William  Holbech,  J.P,  (3) 
ThoniQ'S  L(fWT€i7C€y  Cunitt?)  33j  34}  35. 

28.— 

28.— 

?9, — The  unmarried  man  has  difficulty  in  detaining 

work,  and  is  told  he  mu>t  look  cut  ;  therefore  he  either  gets  piece- 
work, or  is  paid  one  third  less  than  the  married.    Tliis  induces 
them  to  marry  early,  and  is  a  great  evil,  especially  in  the  neighhour- 
hood  of  this  town,  consisting  of  lar^e  populous  ngricultiu  al  villages. 

29. — A  difference  has  been  made  when  employed  on 
the  round,  but  rarely  when  apportioned  to  the 
occupiers. 

30.— 

30.— 

81.— 

31.— 

32.— 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseer.  As  soon  as  the  money  raised  by  a 
Rate  is  nearly  expended,  they  make  another,  so 
that  they  are  not  limited  to  any  amount  for  the 
year;  that  depends  upon  the  demand  for  relief, 
which  is  sometimes  increased  by  want  of  employ- 
ment or  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  sickness. 

1  J. 

33. — A  Levy  is  granted  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  when 
the  Overseers  require  one.  The  Levy  is  signed 
by  the  Magistrates  at  the  application  of  the 
Overseers.                                        T,  L. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  There  are 
three  of  the  former  and  four  of  the  latter,  besides 
an  Assistant  Overseer. 

3'1. — It  was  qualitied  in  the  year  1813  at  lOd.  in  the 
pound,  and  each  person  pays  according  to  his 
quality.                                             T.  L. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  meet  every  fortnight  to  assist 
the  Parish  Officers  and  direct  what  relief  shall 
be  granted  to  the  several  applicants ;  conse- 
quently the  Overseers  never  of  themselves  order 
any  relief,  excepting  in  cases  of  great  emergency, 
and  then  only  to  support  the  applicant  until 
the  next  Meeting  of  the  Vestry.  The  Chairman 
of  theVestry  examines  and  passes  the  Overseers' 
account  for  the  fortnight. 

35. — If  there  is  a  difference  in  opinion  between  the 
Overseers  and  the  Vestry  the  majority  of  the 
Vestry  decide.                                  T.  L. 

36. — It  has  exceedingly  diminished.  The  Parochial  and 

County  Rates,  and  employment  of  superabundant  Labourers, 
have  caused  great  poverty  amongst  the  renting  Farmers.  Farms 
are  not  fully  stocked  with  cattle,  and  the  aral)le  land  as  well  as 
the  other  is  dilapidated  in  general,  which  need  not  be  the  case  if  they 
would  agree  to  allot  the  extra  Labourers  amongst  them,  instead  of 
sending  them  to  the  roads  to  oblige  those  who  refuse  to  take  their 
^hare  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  expense.  A  Labour  Rate  would 
remedy  this,  and  is  generally  called  for  in  every  parish  I  go  into. 

36. — It  has  been  decreasing,  and  in  some  degree  owing 
to  the  burden  of  the  Poor  Rates. 

;>T. — Diminishing.  They  marry  very  early;  and  when 
they  have  a  child  or  two  the  parishes  must  find 
them  employment  or  pay  them  for  doing 
nothing  ;  and  the  Labourers  are  aware  of  it. 

37. — Not  generally  increasing,  owing  to  the  long  pre- 
valence of  the  Rounds  system,  which  has  in  most 
parishes  been  relinquished ;  and  the  extra 
Labourers  are  now  generally  apportioned  to 
the  occupiers  and  paid  by  them.  Still  the 
applications  to  the  parish  for  employment  are 
very  numerous,  except  during  hay-time  and 
harvest. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Oxford  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


CHADLINGTON.  (I) 


Samuel  Keyte, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


28.  — We  have  no  question  of  tliat  sort  ever  arising.     A  good  feeling  respecting  the  Labourers  prevails,  and 

none  ever  want  work. 

29.  — None  whatever. 


30.  — About  3s. ;  that  is  2*.  6d.  for  the  Poor  and  6d.  County  Rates. 

31.  — No  difference.    During  the  last  year  they  have  diminished  compared  with  three  or  four  years  back. 

32.  — We  have  both ;  consequences,  lowering  the  Rates  and  getting  rid  of  Roundsmen. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


34.  — Our  present  Rate  was  made  25  years  back,  when  the  lands  were  inclosed,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Inclosure  made  the  Rate  for  the  extra  sum  of  80  guineas  ;  at  any  other  time  it  would  have  cost  a  much 
larger  sum.  The  Rate  is  now  getting  unequal.  If  the  Parish  Officers  were  to  attempt  to  set  it  right 
it  v/ould  lead  to  an  appeal,  and  most  likely  to  an  expense  of  ^100  or  j£  200.  People  in  general 
are  not  satisfied  with  Rates  made  or  altered  by  the  Parish  Officers.  If  a  Rate  is  altered,  it  is  always 
done  by  Surveyors  at  an  enormous  expence.  The  neighbouring  parish  of  Enstone  is  this  vear  having 
a  new  Rate  made,  which  will  cost  jf 600,  only  because  four  Individuals  thought  themselves  overcharcfed, 

I'll  ->  *i  o 

wluch  overcharge  may  at  most  amount  to  5^.  per  annum. 

35.  — In  this  Parish  a  Select  Vestry  is  appointed,  who  meet  every  alternate  Monday,  and  with  the  Overseers 

and  Churchwardens  settle  all  parish  business.  No  difference  of  opinion  has  taken  place  for  several 
years.  If  in  the  absence  of  the  Overseers  a  Rate  should  by  the  Vestry  be  thought  necessary,  it  would 
be  signed  by  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  as  a  matter  of  course.  The  Vestry,  with  the  Parish 
Officers,  pay  nine  tenths  of  the  Rate. 


36. — Looking  at  our  Rate-book  of  30  years  back,  I  find  all  the  Farmers  of  that  date,  except  two,  are  become, 
poor  men  ;  another  30  years  will  bring  the  same  results. 


37. — It  is  now  supposed  to  be  increasing,  for  reasons  stated  in  Answer  26,  but  is  not  now  so  good  as  for- 
merly. The  morals  and  industry  of  the  Labourers  have  been  much  worse  since  Farmers  left  off  having 
servants  to  live  under  their  own  roof.  Formerly  the  Farmer  and  his  servants  all  eat  and  sat  in  the 
same  room ;  then  the  presence  and  example  of  the  master  and  mistress  kept  die  bad  in  awe  and 
encouraged  the  good.  Deer-stealing  was,  a  few  years  back,  much  practised,  but  is  now  left  off,  and 
poaching  is  much  followed. 
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County  of  Oxford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHINNOR.  (1) 

D  E  D  D  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (1) 

Richard  Sargeant, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Samuel  C.  Field,  Solicitor, 

Clerk  to  the  Magistrates. 

28.— They  take  a  Man  for  every  d'25  of  their  Rate, 
and  entirely  pay  him. 

28.— 

29,  Sino'le  Man  on  the  x^arisn,       ,  xviau  mm  iu& 

Wife,  6«. ;  do.  with  two  Children,  8s. 

29.  The  usual  weekly  wages  of  married  Men  in  this 

neighbourhood  are  8s.  or  9s. ;  a  single  Man  4s. 
to  6s.  The  difference  often  induces  very  young 
Men  to  marry. 

30. —  At  19s.  from  the  late  Survey. 

i  30.— 

1 
1 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

32.—  Yes.    Found  to  be  benehciai. 

0<5.  

33.  The  Vestry  witk  the  Officers.    A  Rate  is  never 

made  till  wanted. 

33. — The  monthly  Vestry  is  applied  to  by  the  Over- 
seers when  money  is  wanted,  and  a  Rate  at  Is. 
in  the  pound  is  usually  ordered,  on  application. 

34. — From  a  late  Survey  of  the  Parish. 

34. — The  Rate  is  uniformly  the  same,  at  so  much  in  the 
pound  on  the  rents  stated  in  the  assessments. 

35. — Vestry  and  Officers  act  together  in  making  the 
Rate  and  disbursing  the  Money.    The  Rate  is 
never  made  till  expended. 

35. — The  Overseers  attend  the  Parish  Vestries  with 
their  accounts,  and  consult  and  advise  with  the 
persons  assembled  as  individual  Rate-payers. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing.  The  diminution  is  not  altogether, 
though  in  some  measure,  occasioned  by  the  ex- 
tra number  of  Labourers,  who  are  maintained 
principally  from  the  Poor's  Rates  levied  on  the 
land. 

37.— 

37. — The  Labourers  are  less  anxious  to  obtain  resrular 
permanent  places,  or  rather  are  less  inclined  to 
work  or  make  themselves  generally  useful,  in 
a  great  measure  owing  to  the  bad  system  lately 
in  practice  here  of  sending  surplus  Labourers  on 
the  round  instead  of  allotting  them  to  regular 
places* 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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DUCKLINGTON. 

Walter  Strickland, 

Cokelhorpe  Park. 


(3) 


28. — Not  usual  in  this  parish. 


29. — A  married  man  usually  Qs.  to  10.«.  per  week; 
single,  from  6*.  to  Is.;  never  more. 


30. — From  3s.  to  3s.  6rf.  in  the  pound, 
about  the  same  as  rack  rent. 


At  a  rate 


31. — Decreased  of  late  years,  though  last  year  was 
nearly  the  same  as  the  preceding. 


32.— No  Select  Vestry. 


33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


S-t. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  according  to  the 
quantity  of  land  in  occupation. 


35. — Not  having  any  Select  Vestry,  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers  only. 


36. — Diminishing  certainly,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  pressure  of  the  poor. 


DUNSTEW.  (1) 

Wilium  Garden, 

Vicar.  &  J.  P. 

28. —  Able-bodied  labourers  with  2  children  under  10  are 

apportioned  amongst  the  farmers  according  to  Poor  Rates,  and  have 
gs.  a  week  from  their  employer.  This  la^t  winter  they  have  had 
6d.  in  addition  from  the  rate.  Some  without  2  children  were  ap- 
portioned. 


29.  — The  able-bodied  married  man  in  constant  employ 

has  9$.  per  week.    Married  men  sent  on  the  round,  heing  generally 
less  capable  of  the  harder  labour,  have  7$.  or  ys.  6<I. ;   the  single 
man  sent  round  by  the  Overseer  has  4s.  6d.  or  c,s.    This  distinc- 
 tion  is  mnde  because  thev  are  generally  younger,  have  less  expe- 
rience, live  with  iheir  pa- 

30.  About  6s.  in  the  pound  at  rents,  and  have  neither 

rack  rent.  '^"^  "o""  f^^^ '°  P^y 


31. — The  amount  for  the  year  ending  25th  March 

was  £581.    10.    8^.;    1832,  .£682.  13.  6^.  Increase, 

£101.   2.  lO-j. 


32.— Neither. 


33. — Of  the  seven  principal  occupiers,  two  are  in  turn 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  together  with  the 
other  five  decide  on  the  number  of  rates,  and 
the  assessments  on  which  they  shall  be  raised. 


34. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  other  prin- 
cipal occupiers  of  land. 


37.— Woi  'se  workmen,  in  consequence  of  not  beinf 
paid  so  well  as  formerly,  and  depending  more 
on  Poor  Rates. 


35. — When  any  measure  is  objected  to  it  is  put  to  the 
vole,  and  generally  decided  by  the  majority  of 
persons  present,  without  any  reference  to  the 
amount  of  their  assessment ;  but  this  seldom 
happens. 


36. — It  is  thought  to  be  diminishing.  The  population 
has  increased  —  all  look  to  the  land  for  support. 
The  farmer  has  to  employ  more  laboui'ers  than 
he  requires,  or  must  contribute  to  their  support 
from  the  Poor's  Rates.  His  outg-oinrrs  therefore 
are  greater,  and  unless  the  price  of  produce 
should  increase  his  capital  must  diminish. 


37. — Labourers  employed  by  piece-work  are  quite  as 
industrious  as  formerly.  Those  employed  on 
the  round,  being  paid  in  part  by  the  rate,  are 
less  punctual  and  diligent.  The  system  of 
roundsmen  is  bad ;  but  where  labourers  are 
numerous  it  is  resorted  to  to  compel  those  who 
do  not  take  their  proper  number  to  contribute 
something  to  tlieir  relief. 
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County  of  Oxford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


E  N  S  H  A  M. 

Thomas  Symonds,  Vicar. 
Samuel  Druce,  Churchwarden. 


(1) 


28. — No  apportionment ;  but  it  would  be  very  desirable 

that  a  Law  should  compel  the  occupier  to  take  Laboujers  either 
according  to  the  amount  of  acreage,  or,  still  better,  the  amount  of 
Poor's  Rate. 


29. — So  long  as  they  are  employed  by  the  Surveyors 
on  the  parish  roads,  but  not  otherwise. 


30. — 5s.  at  the  rack  rent. 


31. — Increased  upwards  of  ,^300. 


32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer; 
nor  could  we  have  gone  on  without  one. 


33. — The  Minister,  ,  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and 
Select  Vestry. 


34. — The  Minister,  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and 
Select  Vestry  make  an  equal  Rate  of  \s.  in  the 
pound  on  all  the  occupiers  of  lands,  houses, 
and  buildings  ;  and  when  one  Rate  is  expended 
another  is  granted  in  the  same  way,  of  which 
'       we  expect  to  have  six  in  the  present  year. 


amounting  to  about  4'1}900. 


35. — The  Overseers  are  Rate-payers,  as  are  likewise  all 
the  Select  Vestry,  and  if  any  difference  of 
opinion  arises  it  is  decided  by  a  majority,  as 
directed  by  the  Select  Vestry  Act,  but  this 
seldom  or  never  occurs. 


36. — Very  much  diminished,  and  in  a  great  measure 
attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws,  though  manj' 
other  causes  may  be  and  are  connected  with  it. 


87. — It  diminishes;  and  that  always  will  take  place 
when  the  Poor's  Rate  advances.  They  are 
worse  workmen  than  formerly. 


E  N  S  T  O  N  E. 


Wm.  Gardner,  F.  Elton,  &  Thos.  Harris. 


(2) 


28.— 


Several  are  constant,  and  others  are  sent  round  by 

the  yard  land.  They  have  a  ticket  when  the  time  is  expired  ; 
they  receive  2s.  or  is.  6d.  of  the  master,  and  the  remainder  out 
of  the  Poor's  Rate.  fK  G.    F.  E. 


29. — A  married  man  and  his  wife,  with  no  child,  will 
receive  bs.  per  week;  a  single  man,  perhaps 
3«.  Gd.  and  4s. ;  half  from  the  master  and  the 
rest  from  the  Poor's  Rates.      W.  G.    F.  E. 


.30.— 


31.— 


32. — We  have  both. 


W.G. 
F.E. 


33. — The  Rate  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  was  decided, 

in  the  first  place,  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers;  but  this 
did  not  prove  satisfactory  to  some  of  the  Rate-payers,  therefore 
they  thoueht  proper,  as  the  Rate  was  so  unequal,  to  appeal 
against  it  at  Oxford;  so  that  the  court  appointed  Mr.  Samuel 
Druce  to  survey  the  whole  of  the  pariah,  and  to  make  a  new 
Rate.  IV.  G. 

T.  H. 


34. — Mr.  Druce  the  Surveyor. 


W.  G. 
T.H. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  a  great  part  in 
deciding  all  these  matters,  for  they  take  off  or 
leave  on  whom  they  please  in  respect  of  paying 
Rates.  W.  G. 

T.  H. 


36.— 


37. —  VVe  don't  think  the  labourers  better  or  worse. 
The  wages  they  receive  will  not  support  them 
properly  to  fiard  work.  When  a  man  has 
worked  hard  all  day,  to  come  home  at  night  to 
potatoes  and  bread,  it  lingers  him  along ;  it  is 

W.G. 
F.  E. 


not  living. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


E  P  W  E  L  L.  (2) 

GORING.  (2) 

Joseph  Turner, 
Churchwarden  8c  Overseer. 

John  Pittman  &  James  Tilson,  Churchwardens. 
Richard  Fewster,  Overseer. 

28. — Not  regularly  apportioned  according  to  the  occu- 
pation, which  is  wanted  to  be  done. 

28. — Generally  apportioned  according  to  extent  of 
occupation. 

29. — Yes ;  married  men  are  allowed  9s.  per  week, 
where  they  work,  and  single  men  5s.  6d. 

29. — Married  men  usually  work  by  the  grate,  and 
commonly  earn  from  3*.  to  4s.  per  week  more 
than  single  men. 

30. — Seven  Rates  at  10c?.  in  the  pound;  5s.  lOd.  in 
the  pound,  or  nearly. 

30. — From  6s.  to  8s.  in  the  pound,  calculated  at  three 
fourths. 

3 1 . — Diminished. 

31. — Rather  increased;  perhaps  6c?.  in  the  pound. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  assembled  in 
Vestry,  every  month,  for  examining  the  accounts, 
make  a  Rate  at  10c?.  in  the  pound,  from  a 
quality  Rate  made  in  1816. 

33. — The   Parishioners    assembled  in  Vestry  decide 
upon  the  amount  to  be  raised  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor  and  for  County  Kates.    J.  P.  J.  T. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  public 
Vestry. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  decided 
by  a  Valuation  made  by  a  regular  Surveyor. 

J.  P.  J.T. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  if  they  attend 
the  M^eeting,  and  the  rest  of  the  Rate -payers. 
W'e  have  the  minutes  entered,  and  that  remains 
good  until  the  next  monthly  Meeting. 

35. — The  Overseers  decide  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
money  raised  generally;  special  cases  are  referred 
to  the  Vestry.                         J.  P.    J.  T. 

36.— 

36. — We  think  agricultural  capital  is  diminishing,  and 
we  consider  it  to  be  connected  Avith  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

.37.— 

37. — Diminishing. 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 


3  N  2 


374  c  APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM  [Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Oxford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  A  N  D  B  O  R  O  U  G  H.  (3) 

J.  Jordan, 

H  A  R  P  S  D  E  N.  (3) 

Thomas  Piercy,  Principal  Rate-payer. 
Z),  Finch,  Minister. 

28.— 

28. — No  labourers  are  thus  apportioned. 

29.  There  is  no  difference  except  what  is  created  by 

the  allowance.  No  general  difference  is  made 
by  individuals :  I  know  of  some  few  instances. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

30.— 

30. — 3s.  9d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  three  fourths  of 
the  rack-rent. 

31.— 

31. — They  are  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  same. 

32. — None. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  alone  raise  the 
Rate. 

33.— 

34.  The  whole  parish  was  qualitied  at  a  certain  Rate 

by  a  hired  Valuer,  and  the  Rates  are  paid  ac- 
cording to  this  Valuation.  Occasionally  some 
little  Rate-payer  cannot  pay,  and  then  relief  is 
referred  by  the  Overseer  to  the  Vestry,  who  de- 
cide whether  they  shall  be  excused  or  not. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  raise  and  disburse  the  Rate.  The 
Vestry  inspect  their  accounts  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  I  am  sure  that  much  might  be  saved  if 
the  Overseers  had  not  the  power  of  obtaining 
money  so  easily.  But  now  every  importunate 
demand  is  allowed  to  save  the  individual  trouble 
whose  share  of  the  expence  is  but  little  when 
the  loss  of  time  and  inconvenience  of  dealing 
witli  refractory  paupers  is  to  be  considered. 

35.— 

36.— Diminishing ;  because  the  same  high  prices  are 
not  to  be  obtained  now  as  formerly,  and  capital- 
ists look  to  more  profitable  investments  than 
agriculture. 

36.— 

37.— Deteriorated,  from  the  idle  state  in  which  they  are 
kept  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The 
only  employment  attempted  to  be  found  by  the 
parish  for  a  hundred,  more  or  less,  throughout 
the  Winter,  has  been  to  walk  about  over  four 
miles  of  road,  ^'ee  Appendix  (C.)  Condition 
of  Labourers. 

37.— 

Answei-s  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


HEADINGTON.  (I) 

H  O  L  T  O  N.  (3) 

Edward  Latimer. 

John  Chapman,  Cliurchwarden. 
Joseph  Cooper,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — We  have  no  system  or  rule.  Every  one  employs 
as  many  and  as  few  as  he  pleases. 

28. — According  to  extent  of  occupation  and  acreage 
rent. 

29. — Generally  no  distinction. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound,  and  valued  at  about  two  thirds 

of  the  Rent,  and  average  from  eight  to  nine  Rates  per  annum. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound,  rated  at  four  fifths. 

31. — Tlie  year  ending  last  Easter  increased  two  Rates. 

3L — Increased. 

32. — We  have  both  ;  the  effect  is  bad.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  parish  has  got  into  the  hands  of 
theorists,  who  outvote  the  practical  farmers,  &c. 

32.— None. 

33. — This  parish  was  inclosed  about  30  years  since,  at 

which  time  the  parish  was  rated  to  the  poor,  &c.  by  the  then 
Commissioners  to  the  Inclosure  Act.  The  same  rate  has  con- 
continuerl  up  to  last  year,  when  a  new  survey  was  made,  and 
with  very  Uttle  alteration.  We  have  a  Vestry  every  fortnight, 
and  this  Vestry  (not  the  Overseers)  determines  when  a  Race 
shall  be  made. 

33. — The  Overseers  make  a  Rate  at  6d.  in  the  pound, 
and  when  this  is  expended  they  make  another, 
and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

J.  Cooper. 

34. — When  a  Rate  is  ordered  at  a  Vestry  the  Over- 
seers make  it  out  according  to  the  pi'eceding 
Rate. 

34. — This  parish  consists  of  four  farms  and  the  rectory. 
I  believe  an  assessment  was  made  several  years 
ago  by  an  agent  of  the  landlords,  and  so  it  con- 
tinues. The  Rates  are  made  one  after  the 
other,  as  they  are  wanted,  without  any  altera* 
tion.                                       J.  Cooper. 

35. — The  Overseers  attend  the  Vestry  Meeting,  but  it 
is  not  Customary  for  them  to  assume  any  power 
by  virtue  of  their  office. 

35. — The  Overseers  make  the  Rate,  but  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  rest  of  the  farmers.  The  number 
of  Rate-payers  being  so  small  there  are  no 
Vestries  held  on  such  matters;  each  person 
knows  as  well  as  the  Overseer  how  long  a  Rate 
will  last,  or  nearly  so.                  J.  Cooper. 

36. — Diminishing  very  much.  The  increase  of  the 
Poor  Rates  diminishes  the  agriculturist's  capital 
more  than  any  thing,  because  the  Poor  Rates 
must  be  paid  when  due  ;  and  a  farmer  is  often 
obliged  to  send  some  stock  to  market  before  it 
is  in  condition,  and  it  must  be  sold  if  ever  so 
bad  a  price. 

36.— 

37. — Much  the  same;  but  the  Labourers  are  rather 
better  workmen  than  formerly. 

37.— 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Oxford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


I  P  S  D  E  N.  (3) 

KIDLINGTON  Township.  (2) 

John  Reade, 

Ipsden  House. 

Edward  Feild, 

Curate. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29.— 

29. — No. 

30.— 

30. — Last  year  3s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

31.— 

3L — Nearly  stationary  ;  a  little  diminished. 

32.— 

32. — Neither. 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  apply 
to  a  Vestry  when  they  intend  to  make  a  Rate, 
though,  as  there  is  a  monthly  Meeting,  they 
generally  mention  their  intention. 

34.— 

34. — The  land  and  premises  here  have  been  regularly 

valued  and  assessed.  The  last  Assessment  was  made  at  the  time 
of  the  Inclosure  zo  years  ago.  No  alteration  has  been  made 
in  that  Assessment,  except  in  cases  where  a  house  has  been 
built,  or  property  otherwise  much  improved  ;  tlie  amount  at 
which  such  property  was  before  rated  is  then  altered  by  the 
Vestry,  and  not  by  the  Overseers,  The  person  whose  Rate  is 
thus  increased  may,  if  he  pleases,  appeal  to  the  Magistrates. 
Their  decision  is  here  supposed  to  be  final. 

35.— 

35. — As  I  before  observed,  there  is  a  monthly  Meeting 

r\T  tn<=>  X/pcffV       Tti    flTiv  prnPTfTf^n/^v  rtv    in  /^qcp 

KJl     LllKZ     T  CaLl  y  •        Jlli     dliji     Clild  gdlC  V              ill  CdSC 

of  difficulty  the  Overseers  would  refer  to  this 
Meeting ;  otherwise  the  Overseers  decide  and 
act  on  their  own  responsibility. 

36. — Diminishing ;  in  a  degree  caused  by  the  Poor 
Rates  increasing ;  not  by  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws.    I  should  say  the  increase  of 
the  County  Rate  also.    Otmoor  alone  costs  the 
county  about  or  above  .^2,000  per  annum. 

36. — Nearly  stationary.  It  has  of  course  apparently 
changed  with  the  changes  in  the  currency.  The 
increase  or  diminution  is  not  attributable,  during 
the  20  last  years,  to  the  Poor  Laws,  or  at  least 
their  administration. 

37. — Industry  much  the  same.    Skill  greatly  diminished 
by  the  thrashing  machines  made  use  of  to  super- 
sede labour,  instead  of  assisting  it,  as  was  the 
case  during  the  war. 

37. — No  great  difference.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  Labourers  of  course  diminishes  the  quantity 
of  labour  expected  or  wanted  from  each,  and 
therefore  has  a  tendency  to  reduce  individual 
exertions;  otherwise  the  Labourers  are  not  worse 
workmen  than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Oxford  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  MILTON.  (1) 

M  O  L  L I  N  G  T  O  N.  (3) 

Thomas  Ellis, 

Vicar. 

John  GrLsold, 

Occupier. 

28.— 

28. — Extra   Labourers,  according  to  the  Rate.  In 
Winter  apportioned  to  the  occupiers. 

29. — A  difference  of  nearly  half ;  and  this  I  consider 

as  one  great  cause  of  distress,  as  the  unmarried  can  seldom 
obtain  work  at  average  wages,  and  are  in  consequence  driven  to 
Parish  Allowance.  This  is  one  cause,  also,  of  improvident 
marriages. 

29.— None. 

30.— 

30. — 6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  on  a  Rate  of  three  fourths 
valuation. 

31.— 

31.— Increased  d.'90.  12. 

32. 

32.— Neither. 

33. — The  Vestry  agrees  from  time  to  time  on  the 
amount  to  be  received,  and  make  a  Rate 
accordingly,  which  is  submitted  to  and  signed 
by  two  neighbouring  Magistrates  of  the  district. 

33. — The  Overseer,  on  his  own  authority. 

SI. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  also 
agreed  upon  in  Vestry  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Magistrates.  The  rating  is  founded  on  estima- 
tion  or  valuation,  and  open  to  appeal. 

34. — It  is  regulated  by  a  valuation  made  in  1797,  being 
about  two  thirds  of  the  actual  value. 

35. — The  Overseers  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Vestry,  and  have  an  influence  there  in  propor- 
tion to  their  several  occupations  of  land  in  the 
parish.  Should  there  be  any  difference  of 
opinion  on  any  matter  or  question,  it  is  put  to 
the  vote,  and  carried  by  the  majority.  Our 
Vestry  is  a  select  one. 

35. — If  towards  the  close  of  the  year  more  levies  than 
usual  are  required,  the  Overseer  consults  the 
Vestry. 

36. — Diminished,  but  not  further  diminishing.  Its 
diminution  may  partly  be  attributed  to  the 
effect  of  the  Poor  Laws,  inasmuch  as  they  in- 
duce the  Farmer  to  trust  to  what  he  conceives 
cheap  labour,  that  is,  from  Labourers  on  parish 
pay,  who  confessedly  do  little  or  nothing  well. 

36.— 

37. — It  is  a  very  general   complaint  that  they  are 

decidedly  worse.  1  attribute  the  change  to  the  effect  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  under  which  so  little  distinction  is 
made  between  the  industrious  and  the  idle,  the  upright  and  the 
profligate.  It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  among  the  Li- 
bourers,  who  avow  it  without  hesitation,  that  they  would  act  a 
dishonest  part  by  themselves  and  their  families  if  they  did  not  spare 
themselves  as  much  as  possible  in  their  work,  when  at  low  wages, 
as  the  additional  food  required  to  sustain  them  in  hard  labour  is 
so  much  taken  from  their  wives  and  children. 

37.— 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Oxford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HOOK  NORTON.  (3) 

ODDINGTON  Parish  and  PLOUGHLEY 
Hundred.  (2) 

Tnmpi  Wilmot  Newberrv. 

Pliilip  Serle, 

Clerk  &  J.  P. 

28.- 

28.— 

29.— 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32. —  1 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers  when  they  receive  their  appoint- 
ment call  a  Meeting.^A  Rate  of  is.  in  the  pound  is  then  requtsted 
by  them,  and  always  allowed  by  the  Vestry.  The  Overseers,  when 
the  same  is  expended,  make  a  fresh  applicatioti  to  the  Vestry,  and 
on  proof  that  the  money  has  been  properly  applied,  another  Rate  is 
granted,  and  so  on. 

33. — The  Overseers  make  a  Rate  as  often  as  they  find 

it  necessary.  As  the  Rate  is  made  upon  a  valuation  of  the  paiish 
to  which  none  of  the  parties  object,  the  Overseers  do  not  make 
any  statement  upon  the  subjpct.  It  is  indeed  not  necessary,  be- 
cause as  the  accounts  aie  laid  before  the  monthly  Vestry  every 
Rate-payer  is  aware  of  the  state  of  the  funds. 

34. — According  to  the  assessment  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners when  a  survey  and  quality  was  taken. 
No  deviation  is  made  from  that  statement  till  a 
fresh  survey  and  quality  has  been  made,  and 
which  we  are  now  doing  in  Hook  Norton. 

34. — The  amount  is  determined  according  to  the  va- 
luation made  of  the  property  throughout  the 
parJsh. 

•  ^  —  — •  ■  — ■  ' 

35, — The  Overseers  request  the  Rate-payers  to  meet 
them  on  a  certain  day  by  notice  in  the  Church 
to  grant  a  Levy.  The  Rate  is  then  entered  in 
the  Vestry  Book,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman 
and  several  of  the  Meeting. 

35. — As  I  have  already  stated,  the  Vestry  do  not  take  a 
part  in  determining  when  a  Rate  shall  be  levied. 
Were  a  fresh  valuation  of  the  parish  to  be  made 
it  would  of  course  be  done  with  the  consent  of 
the  major  part  of  the  Rate-payers. 

36. — Diminishing;  and  I  attribute  it  wholly  to  the  pre- 
sent administration  or  operation  of  the  Poor 
l.,aws. 

36. — Continually  decreasing.  The  prices  of  agricul- 
tural produce  have  not  remunerated  the  farmer, 
and  the  Poor  Rates  have  become  more  oppres- 
sive within  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

37. — Those  who  are  in  constant  places  are  equally  in- 
dustrious ;  but  those  who  are  only  casually  em- 
ployed by  farmers  and  the  rest  of  their  time  by 
the  Overseer  (which  is  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber) feel  themselves  degraded,  and  their  industry 
is  generally  considered  to  be  diminishing. 

37. — Very  much  diminished.  I  consider  the  system 
mentioned  in  No.  24.  as  the  chief  cause  of  the 
deterioration  in  their  character  and  conduct. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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of  OxFoiiD — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


PYRTON.  (2) 

Township  of  SHUTFORD  WEST.  (2) 

Thomas  Wiggins, 

Overseer. 

< 

John  Anderion. 

28. — One  man  to  every  .3^20  rental  as  charged  in  the 
Poor  Rate. 

28. — They  are  apportioned  generally  according  to  the 
amount  of  Rate  naid 

29.— No  difference  is  made  in  piece-work ;  but  by  the 
day  a  single  man  would  not  get  more  than  5*. 
per  week,  a  man  with  a  wife  6s.,  and  one  child 
Ts.,  and  two  children  8s.  to  9s.  per  week. 

29."— J-llG  Wafy^S  or  n  9ino"lp  nnfin    nfp  (Tpnpviillv  nVimit 

Qs. ;  those  of  a  married  man  about  9s.  or  10s. 

30. — About  6s.  at  rack  rent. 

30. —  Between  7s.  and  8s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent  at 
an  acreage  estimated  by  an  old  rate. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — They  increase  every  year. 

519  — —  Ypc  •  nnn  if     pon^inprpn  to  hflVP  narl  a  cnnrl  pffprf 

32.— No  such  thino"  ns  a  Splpr>t-  Vpof-i-Tr 

33. — The  Poor  Rates  are  levied,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Overseers  and  Select  Vestry,  at  Is.  in  the  pound 
each  Rate,  and  as  often  as  the  expenses  of  the 
parish  may  require. 

33. — At  a  Vestry  held  by  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  the  Rate-payers  of 
the  parish. 

34. — The  Poor  Rate  is  guided  by  a  valuation  of  the 
different  properties  in  the  parish,  which  valua- 
tion was  made  by  proper  persons  for  that  pur- 
pose appointed  by  the  parish. 

34. — Decided  by  a  rate  made  about  34  years  ago  at 
Is.  in  the  pound. 

■ 

35. — With  regard  to  the  levying  of  a  Poor  Rate,  the 
Overseer,  when  he  considers  a  Rate  is  necessary, 
lays  an  account  of  his  expenditure  before  the 
Vestr}',  when  a  Rate  is  ordered  to  be  made. 

35. — At  a  Vestry  held  by  the  Overseers  and  Rate- 
payers of  the  parish. 

36. — Greatly  diminishing.  The  whole  of  the  outgoings 
on  farms  on  poor  lands  (and  not  the  mere 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws)  may  be  said 
to  exceed  the  value  of  the  produce ;  the  effect  of 
the  Corn  Laws  and  repeal  of  duties  on  wool. 

36. — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  agricultural  capital 
decreases,  and  we  attribute  much  of  the  dimi- 
nution to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  La\i*'s, 

ST.-t- Supposed  to  be  worse,  and  more  given  to  drinking. 

1 

^7. — Ihe  Round  system  has  certainly  tended  to  make 
the  labourers  worse  workmen. 

y.A..  (b.)— Pm,tII1.  3o 
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County  of  Oxford — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


SUMMERTOWN  Township  (St.  Giles,  Oxford,  Parish).  (3) 


J.  Bates, 

Churchwarden. 


28. — No  such  regulation. 


29. — No  distinction. 


30. — 7s,  6d,  in  the  pound  charge  on  about  one  fourth  of  the  actual  value. 


31. — They  have  remained  about  the  same  for  the  last  three  years. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer.    We  derive  benefit  from  the  appointment  in  the  more  regular 
payment  of  the  Rates,  the  Assistant  Overseer  being  under  the  controul  of  the  other  Officers. 


33. —  The  sum  to  be  raised  by  the  Board  of  Guardians ;  the  Rates  are  made  by  a  majority  of  the  Overseers. 


34. — The  Church^ya^■dens  and  Overseers  order  the  proportion  each  Rate-payer  is  assessed  at,  according  to  a 
survey  and  valuation  made  last  February  by  a  Committee  of  Inhabitants  and  rated  Occupiers. 


35. — Any  inhabitants  finding  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  charge  made  upon  them,  and  appealing  to  a  Vestry, 
the  matter  is  always  referred  to  the  OflScers,  whose  opinion  is  conclusive. 


36. — The  small  quantity  of  land  in  agricultural  use  in  this  parish  must  not  be  considered  as  a  just  criterion. 
I  am  of  opinion  the  capital  employed  in  Agriculture  throughout  the  kingdom  is  and  will  be  fast  dimin- 
ishing, so  long  as  the  land  is  liable  to  contribute  so  large  a  share  of  the  money  raised  by  the  Poor  Laws. 


37 — With  very  few  exceptions  the  Labourers  are  not  as  industrious  as  formerly;  and  notwithstanding  the  low 
rate  of  wages  now  too»  generally  paid,  it  costs  as  much  money  in  the  end  to  have  work  performed  as  it 
did  16  years  ago ;  the  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  Labourer  arises  from  the  following  cause ;  viz., 
that  owing  to  the  average  rate  of  labour  being  so  low  a  Man  with  a  large  Family  cannot  support  them, 
and  consequently  looks  forward  to  Parish  Allowance  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  thus  all  stimulus  to 
exertion  is  cramped. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Oxford  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  A  T  E  R  S  T  O  C  K.  (2) 


William  Henry  Ashhurst, 

J.  P. 


28.— 


29. — There  is,  very  commonly.    A  single  man  may  be  paid  45.  or  65.,  and  a  married  man  9«.,  in  the  Winter. 


30. 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Vestry  with  the  Overseers  decide  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


34. — The  Vestry  would  decide  ;  but  the  same  proportion  of  amount  has  been  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  for  many 
years,  our  parish  being  a  very  small  one. 


35. — The  Overseer  pays  the  poor  as  their  necessities  appear  to  require,  and  the  Vestry  confirm  his  acts.  If  any 
new  case  occurs  out  of  the  usual  course  the  Overseer  applies  to  the  Vestry  for  their  opinion,  and  acts 
accordingly. 


36. — I  fear  the  Agricultural  capital  is  decreasing ;  but  I  should  doubt  whether  the  administration  of  the  Poof 
Laws  is  much  connected  with  it,  except  inasmuch  as  it  may  increase  the  population. 


37. — I  think  it  depends  on  the  wages  you  give  them ;  if  Labourers  are  paid  fairly  for  their  labour  they  will 
generally  do  a  good  day's  work,  and  where  paid  J)y  the  grate  they  will  work  hard. 


P.L.  (b.)— Part  IIL  3  o  2 
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County  of  Oxford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  A  T  L  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (2) 

M^OOTTON.  (1) 

Thomas  Barnes, 
Schoolmaster  &  Overseer. 

Lancelot  Charles  Lee, 

Rector. 

28. — The  Labourers  have  been  apportioned  at  the  rate 

of  one  man  lo  £30  rental  j  but  in  consequence  of  one  or  two  occu- 
piers not  fulfilling  their  agreement  the  v/hole  will  be  thrown  on  the 
road* 

28. — Not  so,  but  would  be  highly  advantageous. 

00       V«<-.         r\n    tVifi   mnrl     flnrl    filcin    in  fiOTiPnltiirfll 

labour.  Here  arises  a  great  evil,  the  single 
man  is  not  so  vi^ell  paid  as  to  deter  him  from 
premature  marriage. 

— Yp5   m  nllnwanrp  *  nnf  if  ptnnlnvpH    tnp  ^nmp 

30. — I  believe  it  to  be  about  12s.  or  13s,  per  pound 
on  rack  rent. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound  at  three  fourths  of  the  rent. 
Rental  in  1815,  ^3,979. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32.  There  is  a  Select  Vestry  ;  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer is  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament.  One  person  has  been 
chosen  Overseer,  and  has  done  the  whole  of  the  business  for  the 
Inst  seven  years. 

o/s.— iNone. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  allows  a  Poor  Rate  to  be  made 
when  they  think  necessary  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  parish. 

33. — The  Farmers  are  the  principal  Rate-payers  ;  two 
of  them  are  Overseers.    They  settle  in  Vestry 
the  allowances  to  the  poor,  and  raise  the  Rates 
accordingly. 

34. — It  is  assessed  from  a  general  valuation  of  the 
property  in  the  parish ;  each  Rate-payer  Is.  in 
the  pound  every  Rate  upon  the  estimated  value 
of  the  property  occupied  by  him. 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Vestry. 

■ 

i 

35. — All  these  matters  are  decided  in  Vestry,  which  |  35. — It  is  decided  by  vote  in  the  Vestry  according  to 

is  generally  attended  by  the  Parish  Officers,  |  the  Vestrv  Law. 

who,  with  the  Vestry,  take  part  in  deciding  all  I 

matters  of  receipt  and  disbursement  connected  ! 
with  the  parish. 


36. — Diminishing  greatly,  certainly. 


37. — Yes,  much  worse. 


36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  capital  is  gradually 
diminishing  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  great  increase  of  the 
labouring  population  which  is  the  cause,  together 
with  an  inadequate  return  from  all  productions 
of  the  farm  on  poor  lands. 


37. — In  most  instances  of  Labourers  being  employed 
on  the  road  they  contract  idle  habits,  and  are, 
generally  speaking,  not  so  good  Labourers  as 
formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  RUTLAND  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  Y  S  T  0  N.  (3) 

GREAT  CASTERTON.  (3) 

G.  Fludyer, 
J.  P. 

Henry  Atlay, 

Rector  &  J.  P. 

28. — Never. 

28. — The  Labourers  are  not  apportioned  in  any  way. 
Each  rarmer  employs  as  many  as  he  thinks  fit. 

29.— No. 

c\  £\          XT                 1_  J. 

29. — None  whatever. 

30. — Our  Rate  was  made  after  a  Survey  and  Valuation 
made  in  1801,  and  we  had  three  sixpenny  Levies  last 
year. 

30. — At  Rack  Rent  the  Rates  are  about  2s.  in  the 
pound,  but  they  are  levied  on  about  two  thirds  of  the 
actual  Rent. 

3L — There  is  hardly  any  alteration  in  the  Rates  of  late 
years. 

3L — They  continue  much  the  same. 

32. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — No. 

33. — It  is  decided  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Parishioners  pay- 
ing to  the  Poor's  Rate. 

33. — Whenever  a  Rate  is  necessary  the  Overseers  call 
a  Vestry  of  the  Inhabitants  at  large,  (which,  however, 
is  never  attended  by  more  than  three  or  four  of  the 
Farmers  and  myself,)  when  the  amount  of  the  Rate 
is  determined.  I  have  never  known  any  difference  of 

34-. — The  same  Meeting  determines  the  amount  that 
each  Rate-payer  shall  pay. 

34. — It  has  been  usual  in  this  parish  for  a  very  long 
time  to  assess  the  occupiers  of  land  and  houses 
on  two  thirds  of  the  rental,  which  is  still  the 
case. 

* 

35. — The  majority  of  the  Meeting  decide  all  these 
matters,  without  the  Overseers  or  the  Vestry 
taking  any  particular  part. 

35. — The  Overseers,  at  every  Vestry,  produce  the  ac- 
counts,  which  the  Vestry  examine,  and  they 
jointly  make  the  Rate.  No  alteration  that  I  am 
aware  of  has  ever  been  proposed  as  to  the 
amount  which  should  be  paid  by  each  Rate- 
payer. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  is  diminished, 
inasmuch  as  the  stock  upon  Farms  is  not  worth 
the  same  sum  it  was  some  years  back ;  but  our 
Farms  are  sufficiently  well  stocked. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  has,  I  should 
think,  decreased.  Where  the  land  is  fully  stock- 
ed the  value  of  the  stock  has  decreased  of  late 
years ;  and  some  Farms  are  very  indifferently 
stocked,  but  not  from  any  cause  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.>— -I  do  not  think  there  is  any  cause  of  complaint 
against  the  Labourers  ;  when  they  are  well  paid 
they  work  well. 

37. — I  think  the  industry  remains  much  the  same,  but 
the  Labourers  certainly  have  improved  in  turnip- 
hoeing  of  late  years. 
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County  of  Rutland  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MARKET  OVERTON. 


(3) 


J.  M.  Wmgfield, 
Robert  Brown,  Overseer. 


28. — Not  apportioned. 


B.  B. 


WHISSENDINE. 


(3) 


Robert  Hayes,    1  ^ 
c-  Ev        r  Over 

ismpson  Flour,  ) 


seers. 


28. — According  as  the  occupier  may  require  them. 


29. — No  distinction  made. 
No  difference. 


R,  B. 
J.  M.  W. 


30. — 35.  6d.  in  the  pound  last  year. 


R.  B. 


31. — But  little  variation. 


R.  B. 


32. — Have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  has  had  a  good 
effect.    No  Assistant  Overseer.  R.  B. 


33.— The  Select  Vestry.  R.  B. 

The  amount  raised  in  each  year,  of  course,  is 
regulated  by  the  wants  of  the  poor.  In  this 
parish  each  Rate  is  made  by  the  Overseers  as 
their  funds  require  it,  after  having  obtained  the 
acquiescence  of  the  Select  Vestry.    J.  M.  W. 


34._The  Vestry.  R.  B. 

In  lliis  parish  the  Rate  is  grotmded  on  a  Vahialion  under 
anLiclosure  Act  made  about  thirty  years  ago.and  which 
is  slill  ap|jlicable  and  equal  there.  As  the  alterations 
in  the  proportions  of  occupation  occur,  the  Overseers 
adapt  their  Rate  still  on  thesameValuation.  Anysmail 
alteration  ot  property,  such  as  houses  built  or  taken 
down,  &c.,  are  omitted  or  inserted  on  consulting  the 
Vestrv,  and  on  their  deliberation  a-;  to  value.  J.  M.  W. 


35. — It  is  by  the  Select  Vestry  these  matters  are  settled, 
unless  a  General  Vestry  happens  to  sit  at  the 
time  the  Overseers  require  a  Rate.  None  is 
called  specially  for  these  purposes.  In  this  parish 
and  generally  in  others  in  this  county  the  Se- 
lect Vestries  comprise  all  the  inhabitants,  Rate- 
payers, likely  to  attend  and  take  part  in  General 
Vestries.  J.  M.  W. 


36. — The  farms  in  general  in  the  county  are  well 

stocked  and  occupied,  and  our  Labourers  well  employed,  and 
have  been  for  the  three  last  years.  The  Rates  throughout  the 
county  have  altered  but  little :  rather  decreased.  .;is  our  poor 
depend  solely  on  agricultural  employment,  their  destitute  state, 
and  the  difliculty  of  administering  the  laws  relating  to  them, 
we  find  to  vary  just  according  to  the  state  of  the  markets  for 
produce.  These,  though  not  high,  have  for  the  last  three  years 
been  tolerably  steady,  and  sufficient  to  enable  our  Farmers 
pretty  fully  to  employ  the  population.  J.  M.  W. 


29. — Not  any. 


30.— About  3s.  Qd.  at  Rack  Rent. 


31 . — Diminished. 


37. — We  obsei've  no  diminution  in  their  industry,  and 
in  point  of  skill  they  are  better  workmen  than 
formerly.  J.  M.  W. 


32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  with  good  effect. 


33. — The  money  in  our  parish  to  be  expended  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  is  decided  by  the  Select 
Vestry,  on  being  applied  to  by  the  Overseers, 
and  afterwards  signed  by  two  Magistrates  before 
collected. 


34. — It  has  been  decided  by  a  regular  Valuation 
throughout  the  parish  and  lordship.  If  any 
new  case  occurs,  it  is  decided  by  the  Select 
Vestry  and  the  Overseers. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  do  take  part  in  all 
these  matters;  the  Overseers  being  subject  to 
the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  Vestry. 


36.- 


-  According  to  (he  state  of  the  times. 


37. — Much  as  usual. 


Anfswers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  SALOP  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


ALBERBURY.  (2) 


R.  W.  Huntley,  Vicar. 
Baldwin  Leishton  Lotoii  Park.    John  Yates,  Benlhall. 


28.- 


29. — I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  difference.  R.  W.  H. 
None.  The  unmarried  ai'e  generally  servants,  and  fed  in  the  housei  B.  L. 
Single  younor  men,  from  £l  to  ^10,  when  residing  in  the  house'with  the  master;  J.  Y. 


30.- 


31.- 


3S. — The  money  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  voted  in  a  Vestry  Meeting,  of  which  notice  is  given  in 

church.    Usually  the  meeting  is  small,  but  all  who  consider  themselves  interested  attend.  R.  W.  H. 

When  the  Assistant  Overseer  is  in  want  of  money  he  applies  to  the  Overseers,  who  call  a  Meeting  of  the  Rate-payeis  by  giving  notice  in  church.  The 
Meeting  sign  the  Rate  as  a  matter  of  co-jrse  ;  ;ind  indeed  it  is  often  difficult  to  collect  a  sufficient  number  of  Rate-payers  together  to  sign  the 
Rate,  which  consequen'ly  is  not  sometimes  signed  by  any  other  than  the  Churchwarden  and  Overseer.  B.  L. 

There  is  a  rreeting  called,  and  a  Rate  of  a  shilling  in  the  pound  granted  by  the  majority  of  those  who  atten:!  with  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens, 
who  sign  the  Rate,  the  acting  Overseer  taking  it  to  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  Hundred  for  their  approbation  and  signature 
before  he  collects  it  J,  Y. 

34.  — The  Lands  of  the  parish  and  the  Tithes  were  valued  before  I  knew  the  parish.    The  amount  paid  by  each 

Rate-payer  is  determined  by  the  valuation  then  affixed  to  his  property.  The  valuation  took  place  when 
corn,  &c.  was  dear  ;  somewhere  about  1802  or  1803.  R.  IV.  H. 

In  the  year  1802  this  division  of  the  parish  was  valued  by  a  Land  Surveyor,  since  which  time  there  has 
been  but  little  alteration,  except  in  regard  to  the  Tithes,  which  after  considerable  altercation  have  been 
rated.  B.  L. 

The  parish  was  valued  by  a  respectable  Land  Agent  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  years  ago,  which  has  given 
general  satisfaction.  J.  Y. 

35.  — The  Meeting  of  the  Vestry  is  generally  small ;  and  almost  every  recommendation  of  the  Assistant  Over- 

seer, who  is  much  trusted  and  has  long  held  that  office,  is  acceded  to.  R.  W.  H. 

The  principal  person  who  manages  the  poor,  and  calls  for  a  Rate  when  wanted,  is  the  Assistant  Overseer ; 
but  the  Vestry  discuss  all  matters  relating  to  the  rating  of  each  person's  farm,  &c.  B.  L. 

At  a  Meeting  at  Easter  it  is  settled  what  they  are  to  receive  who  have  weekly  pay,  or  who  are  constantly 
on  the  Parish  from  old  age,  &c.  With  respect  to  any  casual  poor,  or  those  who  meet  with  accidents, 
the  acting  Overseer  consults  with  the  other  Officers,  or  some  I'espectable  resident  who  lives  near  him. 
There  is  no  regular  Vestry.  J.  Y. 


36. — Agricultural  capital  is  probably  decreasing;  certainly  farming  is  more  slovenly,  and  conducted  with  the 
least  possible  labour.  As  the  Poor  Rates  have  rather  increased  than  diminished,  and  as  they  are  now 
paid  in  a  more  valuable  currency,  of  course  to  that  extent  they  have  decreased  capital,  because  agricul- 
tural profits  have  not  increaseci.  B.  W.  H. 

The  farmers  are  certainly  not  so  rich  as  during  the  war,  but  I  do  not  attribute  this  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

B.L. 

Diminishing.    Poor  Rates  moderate  ;  County  Rates  too  high.  J.  Y. 


37. — The  acting  Overseer  thinks  their  labour  is  decreasing.  •  R.  W.  H. 

I  think  it  is  not  diminishing.  J.  Y. 
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County  of  Salop — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ACTON  SCOTT.  (3) 

ASHFORD  CARBONEL.  (3) 

T.  P.  Stackhouse, 

Gentleman. 

Richard  Whiteman, 
late  Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — No  necessity  in  this  parish. 

28.— No. 

29. — None. 

29. — None. 

30. — Inordinary  years  2s.  in  the  pound,  at  rather  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent. 

30. — About  3s.  in  the  pound,  at  a  valuation  made  a 
few  years  ago. 

31. — Remained  stationary. 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

32. — None. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer  for 
some  years,  but  lately  discontinued.  A  reduc- 
tion of  the  Rates  took  place  during  that  time. 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34..— 

35.— 

35.— 

• 

36. — I  apprehend  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital 
is  considerably  diminished,  but  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say  to  what  cause  it  is  to  be  attributed, 
possibly  to  the  general  depression  of  the  times. 

36. — About  tiie  same. 

37. — No  change  observable  here. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Salop — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BASCHURCH  and  neighbouring  parishes.  (2) 

ST.  LEONARD,  BRIDGENORTH.  (1) 

R.  A.  Slaney. 

AT?  t'ha  In  ft  Rp  nnfiff 

Curate. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — No  difference. 

29. — None,  unless  it  be  that  a  preference  is  rather 
given  to  the  young  and  unmarried. 

30.- — Moderate ;  about  2s.  or  2s.  6d.  on  the  rack  rent. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  on  nearly  Rack  Rent. 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

32.— 

32.— No  Select  Vestry,  and  have  just  discharged  the 
Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Directors  of  the  Poor  once  a  quarter  decide 
on  the  amount  of  Rate  to  be  levied.  The 
Directors  are  appointed,  under  a  Local  Act  of 
Parliament,  from  the  principal  Rate-payers. 

33. — The   Overseers,  when   the   cash   in    hand  is 

getting  low,  give  notice  of  a  Vestry  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of 
granting  a  Rate.  At  this  Vestry  all  the  Rate-payers  attend  who 
like,  and  vote  a  Rate,  which  generally  realizes  about  £i8o.  The 
amount  raised  is  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  but 
varies  according  to  the  skill  and  intelligence  of  the  officers,  who 
are,  in  general,  totally  incoinpetent  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned 
to  them  ;  and  in  many  parishes  it  would  be  the  strictest  economy 
to  appoint  suitable  persons  with  even  large  salaries. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  settled 
according  to  an  old  valuation  of  the  property, 
acquiesced  in  by  the  inhabitants.  Like  all  old 
assessments,  it  is  now  unequal  in  its  operation. 

34. — Some  few  years  ago  the  Parish  was  valued  by  a 
Surveyor,  who  fixed  the  different  values,  and 
that  is  now  acted  upon. 

35. — The  Overseers  only  collect  the  Rate  fixed  by  the 
Directors.  1  his  parish  is  combmed  with  seve- 
ral others  under  a  Board  of  Directors  taken 
from  the  different  parishes,  and  having  one 
large  joint  Work  and  Poor  House.  The  poor 
are  unwilling  to  enter  the  house,  and  the  Rates 
are  low. 

35. — The  Open  Vestry,  that  is,  Overseers,  Church- 
wardens, and  Kate-payers,  determine  whether 
any  persons  shall  be  discharged  from  the  pay- 
ment ;  but  here  the  Vestry  are  not  free  to  act, 
because  the  Magistrates  have  a  most  mis- 
chievous power  of  revising  their  decision  on 
appeal. 

36. — It  diminished  during  two  bad  seasons,  and  Far- 
mers are  poorer  than  they  were,  like  most  other 
classes.  At  present  Agricultural  Capital  is 
nearly  stationary,  rather  increasing  than  other- 
wise. We  have  no  abuses  of  Poor  Laws  which 
have  much  affected  us.  Our  Rates  are  mode- 
rate, about  2s.  6(1.  or  2s.  on  the  rack  rent. 

36. — Diminishing,  certainly ;  but  I  would  not  ascribe 
it  wholly  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Much  the  same  as  formerly. 

1 

37.— I  fear  diminishing,  for  there  is  a  growing  desire 
to  throw  themselves  upon  the  parish. 

P.L.  (b.;— Part  III, 
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County  of  Salop — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CHIRBURY.  (3) 

Edward  Humphreys, 

late  Churchwarden. 

CHURCH  ST  RETT  ON.  (3) 

Preston  Nunn,  Minister.    Pf^m.  Lewis,  Churchwarden. 
W.  Haverkam,  Overseer.    Jas.  Gwynn,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Rob.  2^.  PenibertOTit  Rector,  33,  34,  3^. 

28. — This  system  not  known. 

28. — There  is  no  such  apportionment  in  this  Parish. 

9Q  — Vprv  fpw  sinfrlp  men  are  enrnlovcd  as  Labourers 
by  the  week,  it  being  the  practice  of  the  farmer 
to  board  and  lodge  them. 

29. — None. 

30. — 25.4c?.  atRack  Rent,  out  of  which  only  about  ls.6d. 
is  in  relief  to  Poor  ;  County  Rates,  &c.  the  rest. 

30. — 25.  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  on  two  thirds  of 
the  value. 

31. — Diminished. 

31. — They  have  increased  a  little. 

32. — There  is  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  person  is  ex- 
cluded who  pays  Rates,  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer.   The  effect  beneficial. 

32.— We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  we  have  an  As- 
sistant Overseer.     The  effect  has  been  very 
beneficial. 

33. — There  are  a  few  of  the  principal  Rate-payers  in 

this  parish  who  are  tenants  as  farmers  to  the  Viscount  Clive,  and 
who  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  looking  into  the  affairs  of 
the  parish,  and  by  whom  the  Accounts  are  audited  monthly  ;  they 
soon  discover  if  a  Rate  is  wanting,  and  regular  notice  is  given  in 
Church  when  it  is  allowed.  The  Rate  is  always  assessed  at  6d. 
in  the  pound. 

33. — The  stan<'ing  Overseer,  assisted  by  the  other 
Parish  Officers.                            E.  N.  P. 

34. — The  Rate  is  collected  by  the  appointed  Overseers 
by  a  Valuation  of  the  Parish  made  a  lew  years 
ago. 

34. — The  Parish  Officers  in  general,  assisted  by  the 
advice   and   information    of  the  Parish  Ves- 
try.                                         B.  N.  P. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Assistant  report  to  the  Vestry 
that  is  held  once  a  fortnight  what  applications 
for  I'elief  have  been  made,  and  give  what  infor- 
mation they  are  able  to  collect ;  the  Vestry  then 
decide  upon  the  case ;  but  if  it  so  happens  that 
urgent  cases  occur  in  the  intermediate  time, 
the  Overseer  or  Assistant  always  consult  one  or 
more  of  those  who  have  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  parish  how 
they  are  to  act. 

35. — The  Overseers  give  their  opinion,  and  the  Vestry 
confirms  it,  and  sanctions  their  proceedings. 

R.  N.  P. 

36.— 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is,  in  this  neighbourhood,  on 
the  decrease ;  but  we  cannot  say  whether  it  is 
attributable  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

37. —  We  think  they  are  about  the  same. 

to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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A  N  S  W  E  R  g. 


C  L  U  N.  (3) 

EDGMOND.  (3) 

fVilliam  Edwards  &  John  Hamar,  Cliurchwardens. 
T.  Matthews,  Overseer.   T.  Downes,  Vestry  Clerk,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— We  have  no  apportionment. 

• 

John  Dryden  Pigott,  Rector.    John  Bolas,  Vestry  Clerk. 
John  Uopwood,  Overseer.  John  Bayley,  Churchwarden. 

28,— 

29. — None. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30.— 3.S.  Gd.  in  the  pound,  being  about  two  thirds  of 
the  valuation. 

30. — 15.  in  the  pound,  and  we  have  generally  four 

Rates  in  the  year.    The  Rate  is  assessed  according  to  an  old  valu- 
ation in  1782,  supposed  to  be  at  tv70  thirds  of  the  rental. 

31.— 

31. — They  have  rather  diminished.  In  the  year  end- 
ing Lady-day  183I  they  amounted  to  £441.  6.  10.  ;  in  18.^2  to 
£407.                                       J.D.P.    J.  Bolas.    J  H. 

32.— 

32. — W^e  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  there  is  an  As- 
sistant Overseer,  and  we  consider  the  office  a 
beneficial  one.       J.  D.  P.  J.  Bolas.  J.  H. 

33. — An  Open  Vestry  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  and 
others  of  the  parish  usually  held  once  a  month, 
at  which  time  the  amount  of  money  to  be  raised 
is  agreed  upon.                                 T.  D. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  an(|  Overseers,  vvith  the 
assent  of  two  Justices.                   J.  Bolas. 

34;. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  the  proportion  his  pro- 
perty is  valued  at  in  the  Parish  Assessment. 

T.D. 

34. — The  Rate  is  made  by  order  of  the  Overseers  and 
all  the  rateable  Inhabitants,  in  equal  propor- 
tions, according  to  their  properties  and  pos- 
sessions, agreeable  to  a  valuation  taken  for  that 
purpose.                                     J.  Bolas. 

35. — Both.     The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  discuss 
every  affair  relative  to  the  Parish.    There  is 
no  difference  in  the  manner  or  degree;  each 
individual  gives  his  opinion  that  pleases,  and 
each  matter  submitted  to  them  is  usually  settled 
in  the  manner  considered  by  the  majority  most 
advantageous  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
parish .                                         T.  D. 

S5. — It  is  generally  agreed  on  at  a  Vestry  by  the 
Churchwardens.                          J.  Bolas. 

36. — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  amount  of  Agricultural 
Capital  in  this  neighbourhood  is  about  the  same 
on  an  average  for  the  last  five  or  six  years. 

36. — We  think  Agricultural  Capital  on  the  decrease, 
and  we  conceive  such  decrease  to  be  attribut- 
able, not  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the 
decreased  demand  for  agricultural  produce. 

J.  Bayley. 

37. — Much  the  same  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years. 

37. — They  are  considered  to  be  worse  workmen  than 
formerly,  and  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
Roundsmen  or  billetting  system.    J.  Bayley. 
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County  of  Salop — coniinued. 

ANSWERS. 

KINLET. 

(3) 

fT.  Otter,  Vicar  &  J.  P. 
W.  L.  Childe,  Kinlet  Hall,  Patron. 

28.- 

-No. 

W.  L.  C. 

29.- 

-Neither  by  Individuals  nor  by  the  Parish. 

W.  0. 

No. 

W.  L.  C. 

30.- 

-Is.  on  the  Rack  Rent  will  cover  all  Parochial  Payments  and  County  Rates. 

W.  L.  C. 

31.- 

-They  have  been  nearly  stationary  tor  several  years ;  the  clnei  increase  has  been  in 

the  County  Rates. 

W.  L.  C. 

32.— 

-No,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
Both,  and  both  have  been  very  advantageous. 

W.  0. 
W.  L.  C. 

33. — The  Occupiers  of  land  in  Vestry  assembled  ;  they  are  large  holders,  and  the  Vestry  is  open  to  them  all, 
though  seldom  attended  by  any  whose  Rent  is  less  than  sf'lOO.  per  annum.  The  number  attending  varies 
from  five  to  eleven,  by  whom  all  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  parish  are  regulated.  W.  L.  C. 


34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  person  is  in  exact  proportion  to  his  Rent,  for  all  this  parish,  except  the  chief 
proprietor,  are  i-enters.  W>  L.  C. 


35. — The  Vestry  decides  exclusively;  the  acting  Overseer  is  the  hired  servant  of  the  parish,  and  has  no  vote 
in  the  management  of  its  concerns.  W.  L  .  C. 


36.  — I  am  of  opinion  that  it  has  been  slowly  increasing  for  the  last  three  years  in  every  case  where  the  manage- 

ment has  been  good  anj  ihe  family  economical,  aUhough  in  all,  I  think,  before  that  period,  it  had  for  several  years  been  diminishing  ;  but  I  do  not 
attribute  this  increase  or  diminution  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws.  There  are  no  arrears  of  rent  due  either  to  the  Landlord  or  to  the 
Vicar,  neither  has  any  permanent  deduction  taken  place  in  either  the  amount  of  Rent  or  Tithes  since  1815.  Allowances  have  occasionally  been 
made  by  the  landlord  in  bad  seasons  and  low  price?,  but  as  rents  had  never  been  raised  to  the  uttermost  during  the  war,  so  they  have  retained  their 
amount  in  the  peace.  The  best  proof  I  can  see  of  an  improvement  of  capital  is,  that  two  families  occupying  farms  have  lately  settled  childi en  on 
other  farms  in  the  parish,  without  any  other  means,  as  lar  as  I  can  judge,  than  what  their  profits  have  supplied;  on  the  other  hand,  one  slovenly 
farmer  has  failed.  W.O. 

It  diminished  greatly  between  1816  and  1823  ;  increased  in  18*3-4-5,  diminished  in  the  three  following  years,  and  has  since  been  gradually  but  slowly 
accumulating.  JV.  L.C, 

37.  — I  cannot  find  that  the  industry  of  our  Labourers  has  lately  undergone  any  material  change;  upon  the 

whole,  I  consider  them  as  a  very  respectable  sample  of  Engiisli  peasantry,  differing  widely  from  each 
other  in  their  characters  and  qualities,  but  as  a  body  somewhat  more  industrious  as  well  as  more  regular 
within  the  last  1 5  years.  W.  O. 

No  material  difference  has  been  observed  in  this  respect.  ^V.  L  .C. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Salop  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ERCALL  MAGNA.  (3) 

LYDBURY  NORTH.  (3) 

Henru  Harris, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

J,  Brown, 

Gentleman. 

28. — There  never  has  been  any  apportionment  of  la- 
bourers among  the  occupiers  in  this  Parish. 

28. — According  to  circumstances  required  upon  the 
farms. 

29. — None,  if  they  are  of  equal  capacity  for  labour. 

29. — None. 

30. — They  average  from  3s.  to  4s.,  and  are  calculated 
on  about  two  thirds  of  the  annual  value. 

30. — 3s.  in  the  pound  on  one  half  of  the  value. 

31. — Neither  decreased  or  increased  to  any  extent. 

31. — Increased  from  2s.  Sd.  to  3s. 

32. — NoSelect Vestry  at  present;  there  has  been  one, but 
as  an  AssistantOverseerwas  appointed  last  Lady- 
day,  the  former  was  not  considered  necessary. 

32.— Neither. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  a  general  Vestry  of  Parish- 
ioners, or  any  Rate-payer  who  attends  the 
Meetings,  which  are  held  monthly,  when  no 
Rate-payers  are  excluded. 

33. — The  Overseer  gives  notice,  through  the  parish 
clerk  in  the  church,  to  call  a  Vestry  of  the 
Parishioners  to  assess  a  Poor  Rate. 

34. — We  generally  lay  a  Rate  of  lOd.  in  the  pound  on 
an   equal  valuation  of  land,  &c.  within  the 
parish ;  several  of  such  Rates  are  required  in  a 
year  (3,  4,  or  5,  according  to  circumstances), 
therefore  when  one  is  expended  another  is 
applied  for.    We  keep  no  fund,  but  collect  it 
from  the  Rate-payers  as  it  is  required  for  the 
use  of  the  poor,  &c. 

34. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

35. — We  have  four  Overseers,  one  being  an  assistant 
offirpr '  and  tnp  Vpstrv  anf!  tnnsp  Onirpr<!  arp 
always  unanimous,  as  no  Rate  is  laid  until 
actually  wanted,  and  sometimes  not  until  the 
Overseers  have  advanced  a  little  of  their  own 
money. 

35. — The  Overseers  Accounts  are  examined  and  audited 
qudiicijy  111  veaLiy,  aiiu  ine  piincipai  parisu- 
ioners  have  for  nine  years  past  formed  them- 
selves into  four  committees  to  assist  the  Overseers 
in  all  parish  affairs,  and  one  of  the  committees 
is  on  duty  for  a  quarter  of  a  year  in  succession. 
This  has  been  of  very  material  service  in  con- 
ducting the  parish  business. 

SG. — I  should  think  it  not  decreasing  very  materially 
here  yet.    I  should  not  attribute  it  to  such 
administration. 

36. — In  some  degree  I  conceive  it  has  diminished  of 
late  years,  owing  to  various  causes,  but  am  not 
competent  to  confine  it  to  any  particular  cause. 

27 — I  should  not  consider  there  is  any  perceptible 
difference,  unless  it  is  a  little  decline  in  their 
moral  conduct. 

37. — Much  the  same  as  for  many  years  past. 
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County  of  Salop  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MADE  LEY.  (3) 

OSWESTRY.  (3) 

Peter  Wright,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Barnard  Dickinson,  Chairman  of  Select  Vestry,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— 

Edward  Downes,  Permanent  Overseer, 
assisted  by  Thomas  N.  Parker. 

28. — No  accurate  answer  can  be  given  to  this  Question, 
unless  in  reference  to  the  answer  to  No.  27. 

E.  D. 

29. — None. 

29.— None.                                            E.  D. 

30. — About  5s.  in  the  pound,  rack  rent. 

30  — Ir  the  valuation  or  the  parish  were  to  be  taken  at 

rack  rent  the  Poor's  Rates  would  be  about  is,  in  the  pound,  including 
the  County  Rate,  which  is  about  id.  in  the  pound.  E.D.  T-N.P. 

31. — Increasing. 

31. —  They  have  increased  in  a  slight  degree. 

E.D.    T.N.  P. 

32. — We  have  both. 

32. — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  effect 

is  very  good.  No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  board  of  directors  of  the  house 
of  industry,  incorporating  13  parishes  by  act  of  parliament  passed 
in  1 791.                                           £.D.       T.N.  P. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  appointed  agreeably  to  Act  of 
Parliament,  each  Rate  being  confirmed  by  two 
Magistrates.                                    B.  D. 

33.— 

3^.— The  Select  Vestry.                             B.  D. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  act  together, 
and  all  parish  business  is  transacted  by  them 
unitedly.                                      B.  D. 

35.— 

36. — I  should  think  it  is  not  increased. 

36. — I  think  that  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital 
is  diminishing.    The  Poor's  Rate  and  other 
Assessments  fall  heavily  on  agriculture. 

E.D.      T.N.  P. 

37. — I  should  think  it  is  decreasing,  and  the  workmen 
are  not  so  good  as  formerly. 


37. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  alteration  in  this  respect. 

E.D.    T.N.  P. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Salop — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


Q  U  A  T  T.  (3) 

S  E  L  A  T  T  Y  N.  (3) 

Anonymous. 
George  Green,  33,  34,  35. 

George  N.  K.  Lloiid, 

Rector  &  J.  P. 

28  — 

28.— 

29. — There  is  no  difference  between  an  able-bodied 

married  Labourer  and  an  unmarried  one  in  respect  to  wages  in 
tliis  parish,  because  we  tliink  it  would  induce  the  unmarried 
Labourer  to  get  married,  and  thereby  bring  on  us  a  greater 
burden. 

29. — I  believe  no  difference  prevails  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. 

30. — 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32. — 

32.—. 

33. — The  Parishioners  residing  near  together,  they  call 
a  meeting,  and  then  agree  what  Rate  shall  be 
collected  for  the  use  of  the  Poor.         G.  G. 

33. — Selatyn  Parish  is  one  of  thirteen  parishes  incorpo- 
rated under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament.    The  Poor  of  these 
Parishes  are  all  maintained  together  in  a  large  House  of  Industry. 
A  Board  of  15  Directors  decides  how  much  money  is  to  be  raised 
oil  the  whole  ;  but  the  proportional  charge  on  each  parish  was  regu- 
lated on  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The  Directors  issue  their  warrants 
for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  on  each  parish  four  timei  in  the 
year,  and  the  Overseers  of  the  several  parishes  collect  it. 

34'.— A  land  surveyor  has  lately  made  a  Rate  upon 
each  landholder,  according  to  the  quantity  and 
value  occupied  by  each,  which  is  collected  by 
the  Overseer  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  other 
purposes.                                       G.  G. 

34. — A  Valuation  of  the  several  properties  in  the  parish 
was  made  in  the  years  1808-9,  and  an  assess- 
ment made  accordingly.    Each  Rate-payer  now 
pays  a  poundage  on  that  assessment,  as  regulated 
above  twenty  years  since.   Any  Eate-payer  who 
thinks  himself  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  obtain  an  order  for  a  new 
valuation. 

35. — No  business  whatever  is  transacted  without  con- 
sulting all  the  nrincinal  rated  inhabifant<!  Therp 
is  not,  nor  has  been,  any  Vestry.           G.  G. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  are  subordinate  to  the 
jDUdi  u  01  jjiieciors,  wno  nave  me  sole  aruilra- 
tion  in  relieving  the  Poor. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing  in  our  neighbourhood,  and 
we  think  much  rnay  be  attributed  to  the  bad 
effects  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — The  Poor  Laws,  inasmuch  as  they  promote  an 
unwholesome  increase  of  population,  diminish 
the  profits  of  every  employment ;  Labourers' 
wages,  and  Farmers'  profits,  are  lowered  by  ex- 
cessive competition,  and  Rents  consequently 
rise.    When  a  farm  is  vacant  offers  are  made 
which  excite  surprise;  and  the  profits  of  farmers 
are  so  low  that  Capital  cannot  increase. 

— The  Indu.stry  of  the  labouring  class  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  certainly  diminishing;    and  we 
think  they  are  decidedly  worse  workmen  than 
they  formerly  were. 

37. — My  Labourers  are  better  informed,  more  to  be 
depended  on,  more  regular  and  industrious  in 
their  habits,  than  formerly,  and  I  think  such  is 
the  character  of  Labourers  in  this  parish,  with 
exceptions. 
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County  of  Salop  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  H  A  W  B  U  R  Y.  (3) 

ST.  ALKMOND,  SHREWSBURY.  (3) 

Philip  Charlton. 

John  Bather. 

9 

28— No. 

28.— 

29. — Not  any  difference. 

29. — No. 

oU. —  rrom       lo  os.  in  me  poiinu  at  ivack  itent. 

oU*  ' 

31. — The  Rates  increased  last  year  compared  with  the 
preceding  year. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  four  Overseers  and  two  Church- 
wardens  chosen  annually. 

32.— 

33. — When  money  wanted  for  relief  of  the  Poor,  the 
Overseers-call  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants,  by 
public  notice  given  in  Church  on  two  Sundays 
preceding.  At  the  meeting  it  is  resolved  what 
Rate  shall  be  levied. 

33. — The  Rate  is  made  at  the  commencement  of  each 
year.  The  Overseers  propose  the  amount  of 
the  Rate  to  the  Select  Vestry,  who  decide  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  demand. 

S4-. — A  regular  Valuation  of  the  Parish  is  made  by 
a  Surveyor,  wherein  it  is  specified  what  por- 
tion each  Rate-payer  shall  bear.  The  pre- 
sent Valuation  is  made  at  three  fifths  of  the 
actual  Rent.  All  persons  who  are  assessed  are 
liable  to  the  Rates. 

34. — The  Vestry  orders  the  amount  of  the  whole,  and 
it  is  collected  upon  an  old  rating  acquiesced  in 
for  nearly  20  years.  Except  in  cases  of  pai  - 
tition  of  farms,  no  party  is  called  upon  to  de- 
cide upon  the  relative  amount  of  each  Rate- 
payer. In  cases  of  partition  the  old  Rate  upon 
the  whole  farm  has  been  divided  by  a  surveyor 
appointed  by  the  parties  interested. 

35. — The  Rates  are  laid  at  \0d.  in  the  pound,  for  the 
whole  of  the  Parish.    Each  Rate  amounts  to 
^23S.  Ifi.  10.     We  have  nevpr  Ipss  tlmn  twn 
and  sometimes  (though  seldom)  three  in  the 
vear. 

35. — The  Overseers  have  their  individual  voices  in  the 
Vestry,  but  the  Parish  has  little  discussion, 
and  it  has  f(ir  manv  vears  cone  on  verv  con- 
tentedly. 

36. — Decreasing;  but  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  Poor 
Laws,  but  to  the  badness  of  the  times. 

36. — Stationary ;  but  our  Farms  are  occupied  by  men 
of  a  superior  grade  in  life. 

37. — Much  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  years  past. 

37. — Much  the  same  in  all  respects. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Salop — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WELLINGTON.  (3) 

W  E  M.  (3) 

William  Pinches, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Edvo.  Ebury,  Assistant  Overseer. 
John  Kynaston,  Vestry  Clerk. 

28. — No  regulation  on  this  head.                   lEi.  Tj. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  distinction  made.                           E.  E. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  Rack-rent. 

30. — About  25.  in  the  pound,  and  at  two  thirds  of  the 
value.                                             E.  E. 

31. — They  are  about  the  same. 

31. — About  the  same.                                 E.  E. 

32, — We  have  both. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer, and  the  effect  has  been  found  beneficial. 

E.E. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33.— 

34. — A  Land  Surveyor  of  high  respectability  and  a 
Mine  Agent  were  employed  some  yeai's  ago  to 
make  an  equal  Rate  upon  the  Property  of  the 
Parish ;  which  Rate  is  adhered  to  by  the  Over- 
seers in  making  every  new  Rate. 

34.— 

3.5. — The  Overseers  never  consult  the  Select  Vestry  on 
the  subject  or  Jaymg  a  new  Kate. 

35.— 

36. — I  cannot  say. 

36. — Diminishing,  without  reference  to  the  operation  of 
the  Poor  Laws.                                  J.  K. 

37. — I  think  they  are  worse. 

37. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  their 
independence  by  having  become  Paupers. 

J.K. 
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County  of  Salop — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  H  I  T  T I  N  G  T  O  N.  (3) 

O  R  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 

C.  A.  A-  Lloyd,  Rector. 
J,  V.  jLovett,  J.  Jr. 

E.  S.  Davenport, 

Vicar  and  J.  P. 

28.— No.                                        C.  A.  A. 

J.  V.  L. 

28.— No. 

29. — No.                                        C.  A.  A.  L. 

J.  V.  L. 

30. — Last  year  Is.         per  pound  upon  two  thirds  of 

Rack-rent.                                               J.  V.  L. 
Last  year        on  ditto.                                   C.  A.  A.  L. 

30. — Last  year's  Poor  Rate  (made  50  years  ago)  of 
2s,  Sd.  in  the  pound  yielded  100/. 

31. — A  trifling  increase.                        J.  V,  L. 
A  small  fraction  in  the  pound  variation. 

C.A.A.  L. 

31. — Increased  one  fourth. 

32. — This  Parish  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament 

with  ISotliers;  a  joint  Poorhouse,  Rates  low,  and  a  permanent 
Overseer.                                                J.  V.  L. 

C.  A.  A.  L. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseers 

33. — The  Directors  of  the  House  of  Industry  for  the 
13  Parishes,  who  send  their  orders  to  the  Over- 
seer every  three  months  for  the  payment  of  the 
money.                                     J.  V.  L. 

a  A.  A.  L. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry. 

34. — A  new  map  and  valuation  of  the  Parish  has  re- 
cently been  made.     A  per  centage  on  this 
valuation  is  made  by  the  Vestry  every  quarter, 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Directors. 

J.  V.  L. 
a  A.  A.  L. 

34. — The  Rate  is  paid  according  to  an  equal  assess- 
ment throughout  the  Parish,  which  never  varies 
but  by  change  of  occupancy. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  order  the  amount  of  per  centage  to  pay 
the  Directors  of  the  Hou*>e  of  Industry. 

a  A.  A.  L. 

35. — By  giving  notice  in  the  Church  that  application 
will  be  made  to  the  Magistrates  to  grant  a  levy 
for  the  use  of  the  Poor,  always  statmg  now 
much  in  the  pound  it  will  amount  to. 

36. — Land  being  better  cultivated,  thinks  amount  of 
capital  employed  must  be  greater. 

J.  V.  L. 

Does  not  think  amount  of  capital  increasing ; 
attributes  it  to  the  change  in  the  value  of  money, 
and  the  competition  for  Farms.    C  A.  A.  L. 

36. — Very  much  upon  the  decrease. 

37.— Much  better.                               C.  A.  A.  L. 
They  are  generally  an  industrious  and  orderly 
race  of  men,  and  conceives  that  they  have  kept 
pace  with  their  neighbours  in  an  improved 
knowledge  of  the  arts  of  agriculture. 

J.  V.  L. 

37. — Drunkenness  much  increased,  and  industry  of 
Labourers  consequently  much  diminished.  The 
facilities  given  to  poaching  under  the  new  Game 
Laws  have  increased  the  number  of  the  idle 
and  dissolute,  in  the  ratio  of  5  to  1. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  SOMERSET — coiitinued. 


ANSWERS. 


BATCOMBE.  (3) 

BEDMINSTER,  and  Enviiions  of  Bristol.  (3) 

Thos,  Whatley, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

William  Wooddison, 

Overseer. 

28- — Yes,  in  the  Winter  of  1829,  the  unemployed  La- 
bourers were  apportioned,  with  good  effect,  amongst  such  Oc- 
cupiers as  employed  few  Labourers  or  none  on  tlieir  land. 

29. — The  quality  of  the  Labourer  generally  governs 
the  amount  of  wages. 

29. — No.    The  married  Men  are  generally  retained 
the  longest  in  employ,  when  work  is  getting 
scarce. 

30. — 2s.  9.(1,  upon  an  estimated  annual  value  made  in 
1814,  now  the  full  value. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

32. — Yes,  in  1821.    The  effect  has  been  beneficial 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  or  a  majority 
of  them. 

33.— 

34. — The  basis  of  the  Poor  Rate  is  a  survey  of  all  the 
rateable  property  within  the  Parish,  and  the 
Assessment  is  charged  on  all  the  lands,  woods, 
tithes,  tenements,  &c.  according  to  the  annual 
value  of  the  property  held  by  each  Occupier, 
and  on  the  profits  of  trade  carried  on  in  the 
Parish  by  the  inhabitants,  respectively,  as  nearly 
as  the  same  can  be  correctly  ascertained. 

34.— 

35. — Decided  by  the  Select  Vestry  (of  which  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overspprs  in  fVipir  nfflr-iol 
capacity  are  members),  in  conformity  with  the 
59  Geo.  3.,  commonly  called  the  Select  Vestry 
Act.  ^ 

• 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  attributable  to  any  cause 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36.— Diminishing  in  a  frightful  degree,  throughout 
this  neighbourhood.  "  I  know  the  circumstances 
of  the  Farmers  for  miles  round,  and  I  know 
them  to  be  in  a  state  of  pauperism  and  penury, 
which  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a  very  great 
measure,  to  the  alarming  increase  of  the  Poor 
Rate,  which  at  once  impoverishes  the  Tenants 
and  the  estates,  and  will,  ultimately,  ruin  the 
Landowners. 

37. — Much  the  same,  except  when  employed  on  the 
Parish  roads. 

• — - — ■  —  .  

37. — Want  of  Labour  has  produced  habits  of  idleness. 
The  greater  part  of  the  Labourers,  hoH-ever,  would 
gladly  embrace  any  employment  rather  than  under- 
go the  mortification  and  humiliation  they  always 
evince  when  they  first  apply  for  Parochial  Relief; 
but,  humbled  m  their  own  estimation  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Parish,  they  never  after  appear  to  actor 
feel  as  they  did  before.    They  evidently  feel  them- 
selves  disgraced. 
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County  of  Somersp:t — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BISHOP'S  HULL.  (3) 

B  ROMP  TON  REGIS.  (3) 

Jolin  SnoiJoden. 

S.  T.  Lucas,  J.  P.    Thomas  Coles,  Assistant  Overseer. 
John  How,  Churchwarden,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— No. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  difference  whatever.                     S.  T.  L. 

T.  C. 

30. — About  Q.S.  in  the  pound,  Rack-rent. 

30. — 2s.  lid.  m  the  pound.                            T.  C. 

31.  Not  increased  during  the  last  year ;  but  they  have 

increased  one  third  since  1825,  from  4  to  6. 

31. — Remain  the  same.                                T.  C. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry.  No  Assistant  Overseer.  Not 
much  effect  produced,  if  any. 

32. — Yes  ;  the  effect  has  been  beneficial.         T.  C. 

33. — The  number  of  Rates,  and  the  annual  amount  of 
money  collected,  depend  upon  the  exigencies  of 
the  Poor."  Some  years,  there  are  five  Rates, 
some  years,  six.  Seven  will  be  required  this 
year. 

33. — The  Rate  is  made  upon  the  Land  Surveyor's 
valuation,  and  signed  by  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers,  and  two  Magistrates. 

J.  H.  T.  a 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  assessed  according  to  the  real 
or  computed  value  of  the  property  which  he 
occupies  in  the  Parish. 

34. — On  the  valuation  of  a  Land  Surveyor.     J.  H. 

T.  a 

35. — Tlicreis  a  Select  Vestry,  but  its  members  take  no 
part  in  deciding  the  number  or  amount  of  the 
Rates.  They  attend  when  the  Poor  are  paid, 
and  decide  upon  the  allowance  to  be  made  to 
the  parties  seeking  relief. 

35. — The  Overseers  investigate  these  matters. 

J.  H. 

T.  C. 

36., — Diminishing.  Not  attributed  to  Poor  Laws,  but 
to  high  Rents- 

36, — For  the  most  part  decreasing.   iVian}  causes  mu^-L 
exist  for  this,  but  among  them  may  be  placed 
in  the  foreground  the  working  of  the  Poor 
Laws.  S.T.L. 

37. — Not  increasing- 

o^*     r»;m5ni«liin(r     Comolaints  are  constantly  made 
3  ^ .— Umimisning.     vyumj^jiti'""-^          ^  j 

to  the  Magistrates  of  their  inattention  when 
employed  upon  day  work.               S.  T.  L. 

> 


Answers  to  Questions,]      THE  COMMISxSIONERS  ON  THE  POOll  LAWS. 
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County  of"  Somerset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  R  U  T  O  N.  (2) 

xlohn  Gtovc  I^OTcly  T,  0.  I^ctitictty  Etlxv*  ]\^ichcllf 
Overseers. 

HUNDREDS  of  BRUTON,  CATSASH,  HORE- 
THORNE,  and  NORTON- FERRIS.  (1) 

JH,  Hobhouse. 

28. — Not  so  apportioned. 

28.  

29. — Very  little  difference.    Only  when  employed  on 
tlie  Roads  by  the  Parish  Officers. 

29. — Tliere  are  instances  of  this  difference;  but  not 
frequent  now  in  well  conducted  Parishes. 

30. — 6s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  on  a  valuation  of  about  two 

thirds  of  the  real  value  on  land,  and  one  half  on  houses. 

SC- 

31.— Increased. 

SI.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— 

33. — The  Acting  Overseer  makes  a  calculation  of  what 
the  probable  expences  of  the  Poor  may  be  for 
each  quarter,  which  he  generally  submits  to  the 
other  Parish  Officers  and  Paymasters  in  the 
Vestry,  who  sign  a  Rate  to  the  amount  re- 
quired.                                       J.  G.  B. 

r33.— In  my  Parish  (Wincanton)  the  Rate  is  of  very 

long  standing,  and  bears  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  actual 

value;  and  it  has  been  the  practice  for  the  Overseers  to  collect 

thirty  of  these  Rates  as  often  as  they  find  it  necessaiy,  and 

towards  the  close  of  their  year  to  collect  ten  or  fifteen  as  the 

case  may  require,  so  as  to  have  a  srmll  InlnrK-o      ti.o;..  i  a 

J      1      )  "                 ix  siiiciii  otiitince  jn  tneir  nancls 

when  they  go  out  of  office.    The  Vestry  interferes  only  in  the 

examination  of  the  accounts. 

34. — Rate  made  according  to  a  survey  made  in  181 1, 

of  the  rateable  property,  and  wliich  survey  has  been  subse- 
quently revised,  as  the  value  of  property  may  have  varied. 
A  Rate  is  also  levied  here  on  stock  in  trade.  If  it  is  proper  to 
rate  stock,  it  ought  to  be  done  in  every  Parish.  If  not,  the 
act  which  authorises  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  If  this  de- 
scription of  property  is  still  to  be  rated,  the  profits  of  pro- 
fessional Men  should  also  be  rated  ;  and  all  personal  property 
producing  an  income,  should  also  be  rated  for  the  support  of 
the  Poor.                                                         j;  jj. 

34'. — This  is  answered  in  my  preceding  Reply,  except 
where  property  is  subdivided,  in  which  case  (if 
the  parties  do  not  themselves  agree  as  to  the 
apportionment  of  the  Rate)  the  Overseers  ap- 
portion it  according  to  the  best  information 
they  can  procure. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  generally  agree  to  the 
proposition  made  to  them  by  the  acting  Over- 
.seer,  as  to  the  amount  of  Rate  to  be  granted. 

J.G.B. 

35. — An  Overseer  who  stands  well  with  the  Vestry, 
and  wishes  so  to  do,  usually  is  glad  to  ask,  and 
readily  obtains,  the  assistance  of  its  leading 
members  in  these  matters.  ° 

3G.— Diminishing,  partly  by  the  operation  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 


36. — See  Answer  '10. 


37.— Not  better. 


37. — I  do  not  perceive  much  difference. 
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County  of  Somerset — continued, 
ANSWERS. 


CHILTON  CANTELOE  Parish,  and  YEOVIL  District.  (3) 


John  Woodford,  J.  P. 


28.— 


29. — I  know  of  no  difference  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  it  may  be  so  in  some  cases,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  it. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — At  the  Annual  Vestry  for  passing  the  Overseer's  accounts,  a  computation  is  made,  from  the  current  ex- 
pences  of  the  preceding  year,  of  the  number  of  Rates  which  will  be  required  for  the  ensuing  year. 


34. — The  amount  is  regulated  by  the  sum  at  which  each  person  is  assessed  to  the  Poor  Rate ;  and  that  Assess- 
ment on  the  different  lands,  varying,  of  course,  according  to  the  change  of  occupation,  has  been  con- 
tinued in  the  same  proportion  for  many  years  past. 


35. — There  are  only  three  payers  to  the  Rates  besides  myself,  and  the  natural  consequence  is,  that  the  Church- 
warden (who  is  ex  officio  an  Overseer)  and  the  Overseers  do,  in  fact,  constitute  the  Vestry  at  which  all 
Parochial  affairs  are  easily  adjusted. 


36. — I  should  say  that  the  amount  of  agricultural  capital  in  this  neighbourhood  is  diminishing.    The  increasing 
demand  on  the  Farmer's  purse  for  the  payment  of  the  Poor  Rate  must  diminish  his  substance. 


37. — This,  in  my  opinion,  must  entirely  depend  on  the  treatment  and  encouragement  which  the  Labourer 
experiences  from  his  employer.  I  should,  therefore,  say  that  they  are  worse  workmen  now  than  formerly. 
The  fault  is  in  the  system,  not  in  human  nature. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Somerset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORTH  CADBURY.  (2) 

j                     C  R  O  W  C  O  M  B  E.  (3) 

Saml.  Blackall, 

Rector. 

G.  H.  Carew,  J.  P. 

fVm.  Knott,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — No.                                                    W.  K. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — None.                                               W.  K. 
None,  if  able  to  do  a  day's  work.        G.  H.  C. 

30. — Twenty-eight  Rates  of  \d.  in  the  pound  on  a 
Rent  less  by  about  one  fourth  than  the  Rack- 
renr. 

30. — 3s.  4<f.  in  pound  by  the  year.    Estimated  at  Sd. 
in  the  pound.  W.K. 

31.— Equal. 

31. — Increased.  W.K. 

32. — No. 

32. — Both ;  the  efFect  beneficial.                    W.  K. 

33. — The  Vestry,  consisting  of  all  the  Payers ;  but  the 
chief  Payers  only  (about  9  or  10)  attend. 

33. — The  Special  Vestry,  regulated  by  what  is  quarterly 
wanted  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Poor;  and  the 
application  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  at  the 
Quarter  Sessions;  and  which  is  afterwards  sanc- 
tioned by  two  Magistrates.              G.  H.  C. 

34. — Regulated  by  Rate  of  1828.    If  arrears  not  paid 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Vestry  excuse  those 
who,  from  poverty,  are  unable  to  pay,  and  the 
others  are  summoned. 

34. — The  Assistant  Overseer  proportions  the  payment 
according  to  the  assessment  on  each. 

G.  H.  C. 

35. — Overseer  not  paid,  and  gives  his  opinion  like  any 
oilier  jrayei.    I'oor  paici  at  tneir  homes,  or  at 
the  Overseer's  house:  those  who  have  any  claim 
to  make,  or  favour  to  ask,  must  attend  at  the 
jrionthly  meetings. 

35. — The  Overseer  acts  under  directions  of  the  Special 
Vestry,  and  order  or  the  Magistrates. 

G.  H.  a 

36. — I  have  no  reason  to  think  it  diminished.  The 
Farms  are  well  stocked  and  well  cultivated, 
while  the  Farmers  live  better  than  formerly, 
their  Wives  and  Children  dress  better,  and  the 
latter  are  better  educated. 

36. — Decreasing  materially,  owing  to  the  importation 
of  produce.    Irish  Farmers,  paying  no  Poor 
Rates,  can  afford  produce  lower  than  the  English 
Farmer,  who  is  burdened  with  heavy  Rates. 

G.  H.  a 

37. — Much  better;  they  partake  of  the  general  im- 
provement. 

.. 

P.  L.  (».)— Part  III.  3 

37.— Much  the  same.                               G.  H.  C. 
2  * 
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County  of  Somerset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORTH  CURRY.  (3) 

C  U  R  R  Y   R  1 V  E  L  L.  (3) 

William  Barrett, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Geo.  Weaver,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Jhon  Hillard,  Parishioner. 

28. — None  thus  employed. 

28. — Not  in  any  proportion. 

29. — No. 

29. — None. 

30. — Ss.  4f7.  in  the  pound. 

30. — About  Ss.  Ad.  in  the  pound  at  nearly  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increasing  for  years  past. 

31. — Increased. 

'^o            Splprt  Vpstrv      Assistfint  Overseer  has  lieen 
appointed  only  nine  months;  effect  not  yet  ascer- 
tained. 

particular  effect  observable. 

33.— 

33. — The  sum  of  money  or  number  of  Rates  to  be 
raised  is  regulated  by  the  estimated  future  ex- 
penditure. The  Rates  are  made  by  the  Over- 
seers and  Churchwardens,  the  Vestry  having  a 
general  knowledge  that  the  previous  Rates  have 

34. — 

34. — The  Rates  are  made  at  so  much  in  the  pound  on 
a  general  valuation  of  the  Parish,  which  is  in- 
tended to  be  according  to  the  value  of  the 
tenements  in  the  occupation  of  the  respective 
Rate-payers. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  decide  gene- 
rally on  the  amount  or  number  of  Rates  to  be 
raised  in  the  year,  the  balance  to  be  carried  to 
the  next  year's  account;  the  amount  generally 
a  little  over-running  the  expenditure.  The 
Vestry  decide  whether  and  what  cottages,  and 
very  small  tenements,  shall  be  relieved  from  the 
Poor  Rates. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36. — Decreasing  from  various  reasons  as  well  as  the 
Poor  Laws. 

37. — Industry  is  diminishing.    Since  beer  shops  have 
been  established,  the  labouring  drunkard  can 
waste  his  time  and  money  without  being  ob- 
served ;  idleness  and  vice  are  more  prevalent, 
attended  by  an  increase  of  Poor's  Rates.  The 
worst  of  crimes  are  often  planned  in  those 
houses,  with  impunity. 

37. — Worse  workmen;  the  young  men  frequently 
spending  all  their  earnings,  and  when  sick  or 
out  of  employ  depending  upon  the  Parish. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Somerset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


DRAYTON.  (3) 

D  U  L  V  E  R  T  O  N.  (3) 

-  • 

J.  flOTfluS  K^OUtC* 

Wm.  Edmonds,  Overseer. 

iJ  KfoCUIIt    WW  $l/l/lUf/lOy 

Assistant  Overseer  and  Vestry  Clerk. 

28. — Labourers  are  apportioned  amongst  the  Occupiers 
according  to  the  extent  of  occupation  or  average 
Rent.  JV.E. 

28. — Every  one  hires  as  he  likes. 

29. — There  is  no  distinction  made.                 T.  C. 

W.E. 

29. — None. 

30. — 2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  valued  in  the  year  1822. 

W.E. 

30. — About  2s.  l^d.  average  of  five  years. 

31. — Increased.  W.E. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

W.E. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer  considered 
beneficial. 

33. — It  is  decided  at  Vestry  by  the  Churchwardens, 
Overseers,  and  principal  Rate-payers.    T.  C. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — It  was  decided  about  1 1  years  ago,  by  a  new  sur- 
vey (or  Rale)  made,  of  \0d.  in  the  pound  on 
all  Lands  in  the  Parish.                      T.  C. 

34-.— 

35. — The  perpetual  Overseer,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Vestry,  when  the  former  Rate  is  nearly  paid, 
publishes  in  the  Church  the  renewal  of  another, 
collects  and  uses  it.                            T.  C. 

35.— 

S6. — Diminishing;  partly  on  account  of  the  continued 
high  state  of  the  Poor  Rates,               T.  C. 

36.— 

37. — They  are  much  the  same.                      T.  C. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL  3  R 
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County  of  Somerset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HUISH  EPISCOPI.  (3) 

N  O  R  T  H  O  V  E  R.  (3) 

Walter  Wetter,  Overseer. 
Joseph  SatvteU, 

28. — Not  apportioned.                                 JV.  W. 

James  Crocker. 
28. — Not  so,  but  at  the  will  of  the  Occupier. 

29.— No.                                                        W.  W. 

T  S! 
t/.  o. 

29. — No. 

30. — 35.  4>d.  in  the  pound.    Value  taken  in  1832. 

W.  W. 

30. — 2s.        in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased.                                          W.  W. 

31. — Increased. 

32.— Neither.                                           W.  W. 

32. — Neither. 

33.— 

33. — It  is  fixed  by  the  Vestry  or  by  the  Magistrates, 
in  case  the  Poor  seeking  relief  are  not  satisfied 
with  the  pay  allowed  them  at  the  Vestry. 

34.— 

34. — The  property  is  valued,  and  a  single  Rate  made 
of  25.  O^d.  in  the  pound.  A  sufficient  number 
of  Rates  are  collected  in  the  course  of  the  year 
to  meet  the  expenditure. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  take  part  in  de- 
ciding what  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Poor  seeking 
relief,  and  they  appoint  the  person  to  value 
and  make  the  Rate  from  which  the  Poor  are 
relieved. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  from  any  cause  connected 
with  the  Poor  Laws.                            J.  S. 

36. — Diminishing. 

37. — Worse  workmen  than  formerly.                J.  S. 

37. — About  the  same. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


PITNEY.  (3) 

S  P  A  X  T  O  N.  (3) 

William  Pyne,  Rector. 
John  Hurd,  Overseer.         Anon.  33,  34,  35. 

Jas.  Bishop. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned  at  all.            J.  H. 

28.— 

on        XT                                                                                            T  ty 

29. — No                                                            J-  n. 

W.P. 

29. —  Ihere  is  no  difference. 

30. — At  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds 
the  Rack-rent.                                 J.  H. 

30.— 

31. — There  has  been  scarcely  any  fluctuation  for  the 
last  3  years.                                      J.  H. 

31.— 

32. — Neither.                                              J.  H. 

32. — 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  by  an  equal 
pound  Rate,  in  conjunction  with  the  Parish- 
ioners. Anon. 

33. — The  acting  Overseer,  subject  to  the  concurrence 
of  the  Vestry. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  Aiion. 

34. — The  lands  of  the  Parish  were  valued  by  a  Sur- 
veyor] about  10  years  ago,  and  on  that  valu- 
ation the  Rate  is  charged  upon  the  Occupiers. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide  always^ 
with  ihp  ron^pnl"  of  tlip  Parishinnprs  Annn 

35. — The  Vestry  is  generally  but  thinly  attended,  and 
the  propositions  of  the  acting  Overseer  are 
seldom  opposed  by  those  who  do  attend.  The 
acting  Overseer  has  been  ma.x\y  years  in  office, 
and  is  supposed  to  possess  the  greatest  practical 
knowledge  of  Parish  affairs. 

36. — It  has  considerably  diminished,  and  is  still  di- 
minishing; but  certainly  not  in  consequence  of 
the  Poor  Laws'  administration.           W.  P. 

36. — I  cannot ;  should  imagine  not  increasing. 

37. — Very  little  variation.                            W.  P. 

37. — The  industry  and  skill  of  the  Labourers  are  as 
great  as  ever,  when  called  into  action  by  the 
prospect  of  a  fair  remuneration. 
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County  of  Somerset — contimced. 


ANSWERS. 


S  T  0  G  U  M  B  E  R.  (3) 

S  T  0  K  E  ST.  G  R  E  G  O  R  Y.  (3) 

Chas.  Roivcliff'e. 

James  House, 

Cliurchwarden. 

28. — Neither,  but  according  to  the  wish  and  disposition 
of  the  Farmer.  A  good  Farmer  employs  three  La- 
bourers to  two  employed  by  an  indifferent  Farmer. 

28. — No  Labourers  employed  in  this  manner. 

29. — None. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — From  Ss.  to  4<s.  or  the  Rack-rental. 

30. — By  survey,  Gs.  8d.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased,  not  quite  one  eighth. 

31. — Increasing  for  years  past. 

32. — Both.  The  effect,  good  management  and  in- 
creased comfort  to  the  Poor;  but  the  unjustly  low  rate  of  wages 
requires  them  to  be  made  up  out  of  the  Poor  Rate. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  has  a  good  effect. 

33. — The  Overseer  (Assistant)  signifies  to  the  Select 
Vestry,  from  time  to  time,  what  he  considers  will 
be  necessary  ;  which  the  Select  Vestry  autho- 
rises a  Rate  to  be  made  to  collect. 

33.— 

34. — There  is  a  general  valuation  of  the  whole  Parish, 
by  which  valuation  the  Rate  is  made  upon  the 
respective  Occupiers  of  each  portion  respectively. 
Personal  estate  is  not  assessed  in  this  Parish, 
only  the  real  hereditaments. 

34.— 

35. — The  foregoing  Answers  reply  to  this  Question. 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — No  difference. 

S7*— 

37.^ — We  know  no  difference. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


NETHER  STOWEY.  (l) 

(Vale  of  TAUNTON)  BAGBOROUGH,  BISHOP'S  LYDEARD, 
COMBE-I'XOREY,  COTHELSTONE,  KINGSTON.  (^3) 

Thomas  Poole,  J.  P. 

E,  J.  Esdaile. 

28. — No  Labourers  are  apportioned  to  any  one. 

28.— 

29. — There  is  no  distinction. 

29. — Although  the  distinction  is  discountenanced  by 
the  Magislrac}',  it  is  sometimes  made.  Acts  as 
a  bonus  to  marriage. 

30. — ^About  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  on  the  Rack-rent. 

30. 

31. — They  have  increased  about  12  per  cent,  in  conse- 
quence of  casualties,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  not 
occur  again. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  tor 

some  years,  who  acts  under  the  direction  of  the  Vestry,  and 
on  emergencies  of  the  Overseers.  I  believe  much  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Parish.    His  salary  is  10/.  10s. 

32.— 

33. — The  Parishioners  assembled  in  Vestry,  duly  con- 
vened by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor ;  but  the 
calling  of  a  Vestry  for  this  purpose  is  considered 
as  a  matter  of  grace  on  their  part,  they  being, 
by  law,  authorised  to  make  Assessments  as 
money  is  wanted. 

33. — In  the  Parish  of  Bishop's  Lydeard,  Rates  col- 
lected  only  twice  a  year.  The  usual  notice  being 
given,  those  Payers  who  choose  meet.  The  Over- 
seer states  to  them  the  amount  in  his  opinion  re- 
quired for  the  ensuing  half  year,  in  which  he  is  in 
a  great  measure  guided  by  the  expenditure  or  the 
last  half. 

34. — It  is  ascertained  by  an  Assessment  which  was 
made,  some  years  ago,  on  every  distinct  pro- 
perty in  the  Parish,  by  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  then  Occupiers  thereof. 

34. — The  Parish  was  valued  six  or  seven  years  ago; 
which  valuation,  excepting  in  a  minor  instance 
or  two,  has  been  the  guide  as  to  the  amount  to 
be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer. 

35. — I  am  not  aware  that  they  otherwise  interfere  than 
as  described  in  the  preceding  answers,  except, 
indeed,  that  they,  together  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Justices,  excuse  the  Poor  (being 
Parishioners)  paying  the  Assessments  on  the 
cottages  in  which  they  live,  provided  that  they 
neither  occupy  nor  own  any  other  property. 

35. — The  Overseer,  certainly,  chiefly  decides  in  these 
matters,  the  Payers  not  interesting  themselves 
so  much  as  they  ought  to  do ;  latterly,  how- 
ever, I  must  say,  there  has  been  rather  an  im- 
provement in  this  respect  than  otherwise. 

36. — When  a  Farmer  has  been  ruined,  a  new  tenant 
generally  obtains  his  estate  at  a  reduced  Rent, 
and,  of  course,  brings  a  new  capital.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  quantity  of  stock,  dead  and  alive, 
upon  the  land  is  diminished;  but,  by  its  reduced 
prices,  it  has  become  of  much  less  nominal  value. 
As  the  tenant  almost  invariably  pays  the  Poor's 
Rate,  it  follows  that  whatever  increases  or  dimi- 
iiisijca  tiie  iToor  s  rvatc  is  a  loss  or  gain  lo  mm. 

36.  Diminishing  undoubtedly ;  high  taxation  and  low 
prices  cannot  exist  together,  and  prosperity 
follow ;  so  far  the  Poor  Laws  have  their  effect. 

37. — 1  am  not  aware  that  they  are  worse:  they  are 
very  good  workmen  now,  and  will  labour  with 
admirable  industry  and  energy  when  duly  paid. 

37. — Diminishing,  and  supposed  worse  workmen. 
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County  of  Somerset — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


THORNE   COFFIN.  (l) 

WESTON.  (1) 

Alfred  Tooke, 

Rector. 

John  Bond, 

Vicar. 

28. — There  is  no  arrangement  of  this  sort. 

28.— 

29. — No. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — About  Is.  in  the  pound. 

30.— 

• 

31. — About  the  same. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32.— 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  Churchwardens 
raise  such  sums  as  are  required  for  the  rehef  of  the 
Poor  in  the  Parish  of  Weston,  and  for  County 
Rates,  each  Rate  being  allowed  and  signed  by 
the  Magistrates  of  the  Division.  The  outlay  of 
this  money  is,  however,  under  the  control  of  the 
Vestrv. 

34.— 

•34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  taxed  according  to  an  old  As- 
sessment, by  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens 
alone.  But  when  any  new  property,  not  named  in 
the  old  Assessment,  has  sprung  up,  or  any  material 
addition  made  to  the  value  of  old  property,  the  case 
is  submitted  to  a  Vestry,  and  the  amount  payable  by 
such  new  or  improved  property  decided  by  the 
majority  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  Vestry. 

35. 

35. — My  Answer  to  Question  No.  34.  sufficiently  ex- 
plains the  manner  or  degree  in  which  the 
respective  parties  interfere. 

S6. — Much  the  same. 

36. — Decreasing;  owing,  probably,  to  the  diminished 
value  of  agricultural  produce,  rather  than  to 
any  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

37. — Farmers  universally  say  that  their  Labourers  are 
worse  than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


W  H  A  T  L  E  Y.  (3) 

YEOVIL.  (1) 

• 

John  Burge,  Churchwarden. 
P.  B.  Hoare. 

Permanent  Overseer. 

28. — Not  so.                                                 J'  B. 

28.— No. 

29. — Difference  2s.  per  week.                    J.  B. 

About  Is.  per  week.                        P.  B.H. 

29. — None. 

30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound.                         J-  B, 

30. — At  present,  3s.;  Land  averages  1^.  10s.  per 
acre;  on  Houses  two  thirds  of  annual  value. 

3 1 . — Near  the  same.                                     J.  B. 

3  ] . — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    Assistant  Overseer.      J,  B. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  but  a  perpetual  Overseer,  who 
from  experience  is  more  acquainted  with  the 
state  and  habits  of  the  Poor  generally. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  being  the 
principal  Ley-payers,  and  generally  of  late  the 
Minister  of  the  Parish,  with  the  Assistant  Over- 
seer, decide  4  or  5  times  a  year  in  respect  to  the 
amount  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor. 

P.  B.  H. 

33. — As  permanent  Overseer,  I  usually  calculate  the 
sum  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  ensuing 
quarter  (judging  from  the  state  of  the  trade 
and  other  local  circumstances),  and  report  ac- 
cordingly to  the  other  Overseers,  who  im- 
mediately decide  the  amount  to  be  levied. 

34. — The  same  as  above,  according  to  the  Book  of  Rates 
signed  by  the  Magistrates.               P.  B.  //. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  rated  6d.,  8d.,  9d.,  or  Is.  in 

the  pound  (according  to  the  sum  necessary  to  be  raised)  on 
the  nominal  value  of  property  in  their  occupation  ;  such  value 
being  fixed  by  a  Surveyor  appointed  by  a  Vestry  Meeting, 
about  eighteen  months  since,  to  value  the  Parish,  and  make  a 
new  Rate.  Such  Rate  being  approved  and  acted  on,  it  would 
appear  that  (strictly  speaking)  the  Surveyor  has  decided  what 
proportion  shall  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  generally  take 

nart  in  flpfirlino*  nil  tnp«;p  rnnffpr*;       Riif  (slinnlrl 

^C^t  L>    ill    U^VlUllii^    Clll    LllCoC    lildLLC^l  S.           XJUL)  olJWUIvl 

there  be  difference  of  opinion,  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  determine :  few  indeed, 
if  any  others,  except  the  Minister,  attend  the 
Meetings.                                     P.  B.  H. 

35. — The  Overseers  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  left, 
from  one  year's  end  to  the  other,  to  act  accord- 
ing to  their  own  judgment. 

36. — Nearly  the  same  as  for  some  years  past,  except 
that  considerable  loss  has,  in  some  instances, 
,       been  sustained  from  the  late  unusual  destruction 
of  sheep  by  rot.                              P.  B.  H. 

36. — I  think  not  increasing,  as  from  the  very  depressed 
state  of  trade  they  are  not  able  to  obtain  re- 
munerating prices  for  their  produce.  From  the 
same  cause  they  have  more  Poor  to  support,  but 
not  caused  by  the  mal-administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

37. — In  some  adjoining  Parishes,  where  many  are  de- 
pendent upon  Parish  relief,  and  the  wages  of 
labour  low,  complaints  are  universally  made 
of  lack  of  industry,  and  idleness.  In  this  Parish 
the  principal  Farmers  consider  Workmen  rather 
better  than  they  formerly  were.         P.  B.  H. 

37. — The  great  influx  of  French  gloves  has  compelled 
the  Master  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  is  put  out  of  hand,  which  has 
caused  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  Work- 
men. 
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County  of  SOVTUAMFTON— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  L  D  E  R  S  H  O  T  T.  (3) 

OLD  ALRESFORD.  (2) 

Joseph  Streat,  Farmer. 

J.  Forder. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28  —No. 

2D. — No  difference. 

29. — Distinction  is  made;  about  3s.  per  week. 

.30. — 16s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  on  the  estimated  Rack-rent. 

30.— 

31. — Increased  to  the  amount  of  229/.  8s.  lOd. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — Neither. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  in  Vestry  duly 
summoned,  by  giving  three  diiys'  notice  in  the 
Church  durinc:  Divine  service. 

33. — The  Parish  Officer,  sanctioned  by  a  neighbour- 
ing Magistrate. 

S4. — Tiie  Parish  was  appraised  in  the  year  1825,  and 
that  vahiation  fixed  the  proportion  due  from 
each  Rate-payer,  on  each  Rate  levied,  and  is 
still  acted  upon. 

34. — Parish  Officers. 

35. — All  these  matters  are  decided  by  the  Overseers  in 
Vestry  duly  summoned,  and  the  manner  or 
degree  in  which  they  interfere,  is  regulated  by 
the  several  Acts  of  Parliament  respecting  the 
conduct  of  Parish  matters,  and  by  the  before- 
mentioned  valuation  of  the  Parish.  They  also 
assess  any  newly  erected  house  or  improvement, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment. 

35. — Sometimes  a  case  is  submitted  to  the  Vote  of  the 
Rate-payers  in  Vestry. 

36. — Decidedly  diminishing;  and  we  attribute  such 
diminution  to  the  amount  of  our  population  (still 
increasing),  compared  with  the  small  quantity 
of  land  in  cultivation. 

36. — Rapidly  diminishing,  from  various  causes ;  not 
from  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

• 

37. — Decidedly  diminishing. 

37. — Diminishing  rapidly  ;  Labourers  much  worse 
workmen,  particularly  the  young  Men. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


AM  PORT.  (1) 

BASING.  (3) 

R.  G.  Curtois,  Curate. 
William  Dowling,  Churchwardea. 

1                      Robert  Willvum  Mcnsbvidge, 

■                                                 As.'^istarit  Overseer. 

28. — The  attempt  to  apportion  them  has  been  made, 
but  failed. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  distinction,  except  when  employed  on  parish 
work. 

29,— No. 

30. — About  8s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  generally  at 
two  thirds  of  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 10s.,  estimated  upon  three  fourths  of  the  total 
value. 

31. — Greatly  increased,  from  peculiar  circumstances. 

31.— No. 

not  altogether  connected  with  the  common  expenditure.    A  Rate  was  made  for  charges  made  on  the  hundred  for  damages  done  in  the 
Riots,  and  some  cottages  were  to  be  built  this  year,  and  also  an  increase  in  the  head-money  has  lately  been  made. 

32. — W^e  had  a  Select  Vestry  the  last  two  years,  but  it 

is  now  given  up,  in  consequence  of  the  non-attendance  of  the 
members.    We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer :  effect  beneficial. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Rates  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  until  the  last 
two  years,  were  made  and  signed  by  the  Rate- 
payers at  a  Vestry  especially  summoned  for  that 
purpose,  but  latterly  by  the  Overseers  and 
Churchwardens,  whose  order  was  confirmed  by 
the  signature  of  the  Magistrates.      R,  G.  C. 

33. — When  a  Rate  is  expended,  the  Overseers  make 
another,  which  is  signed  by  themselves  and  the 
Churchwardens,  and  after  being  allowed  by  two  Ma- 
gistrates, and  notice  having  been  given  thereof  in  the 
Church,  it  is  collected  and  expended  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Overseers. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  regulated 
by  a  valuation  of  his  rental  (whether  of  land  or 
houses)  made  several  years  ago.       jR.  G.  C. 

34. — The  Overseers  assess  each  Rate-payer  according 
to  a  valuation  made  in  the  year  1807. 

35. — The  Vestry  does  not  now  interfere  with  respect 
to  the  raising  of  the  ordinary  Rates,  nor  with 
respect  to  the  amount  of  each  Rate,  which  has 
been  for  a  length  of  time  established  at  Is.  in 
the  pound  for  land  and  9c?.  for  houses,  agree- 
ably to  the  valuation  above  mentioned.    In  the 
disbursement  of  the  Rates  the  Vestry  does  from 
time  to  time  interfere.                     R.  G.  C. 

35. — The  Overseers  give  notice  at  Michaelmas  of  a 
Vestry  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
their  half-yearly  accounts,  and  also  at  Lady  Day 
to  examine  the  accounts  and  to  nominate  Over- 
seers for  the  ensuing  year ;  these  are  the  only 
times  the  Vestry  interferes. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing  ;  but  we  do  not  attribute 
that  diminution  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  although  the  effect  of  their  operation 
may  have  had  a  tendency,  in  conjunction  with 
other  causes,  to  produce  it. 

36.— 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  appears  to  be  on 
the  decline,  and  they  are  not  such  efficient 
workmen  as  heretofore. 

37.— 
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County  of"  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BENTLEY  Liberty.  (3) 

B  E  N  T  W  0  R  T  H.  (2) 

Richard  Turner,  Overseer. 
J  nomas  iSennett,  jo,  o4,  oj. 

Thomas  Vickery,  Overseer. 
yyuaam  nanKmcn  ueorge  Wooaer,  Cnurcn wardens,  oo,  o4,  60, 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28.— No. 

29.  Young  men  have  from  55.  to  9s..  There  is  always 

a  difference  according  to  age,  varying  from  1 6 
to  £25  per  annum. 

29. — Married  Men,  10s.;  single  Men,  6s. 

30  9s.  in  the  pound  of  four  fifths  of  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 5s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

Qo  XTn  Splprf  Vpstrv  •  an  Assistant  Overseer,  from 

whom  we  find  little  benefit. 

32, — Neither. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  Pa- 
rishione'rs,  assembled  in  Vestry  for  that  purpose, 
as  occasion  may  require.                       J.  B. 

33. — The  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  decide  on  the  amount 
of  each  Rate,  and  how  often  Rates  are  necessary 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor.    The  parish  being 
entirely  agricultural,  the  principal  part  of  the 
Rates  are  paid  by  about  ten  or  twelve  persons. 

JV.  H.    G.  H. 

34. — It  is  divided  by  a  valuation  of  the  parish  made 
by  a  competent  judge,  and  the  amount  each 
person  shall  pay  thus  determined.           J.  B. 

34. — The  Inhabitants  in  Vestry;   but  if  any  dispute 
arise,  an  indifferent  person  is  called  in. 

W.  H.    G.  H. 

35. — The  business  is  done  by  the  Ovei'seers  and  the 
Parishioners  united.  J.  B. 


Agricultural  capital  is  diminished  in  this  parish 
in  proportion  to  the  reduced  value  of  produce ; 
the  Poor's  Rate  increasing,  and  labour  being 
nearly  the  same  as  during  the  war,  must  ere 
long  diminish  it  still  more. 


37. — Gready  deteriorated  in  their  work,  and  less  indus- 
trious. 


35. — As  the  number  of  Rate-payers  is  small,  the  Parish 
Officers  and  Inhabitants  in  general  concur  in  the 
necessary  arrangements.         W.  H.    G.  H. 


36. — Diminishing. 


37. — Certainly  not  so  industrious,  nor  such  good  work 
men  as  formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


BI  SHOPS  TO  KE.  (2) 

— — .    \ 

John  Scovell, 

Churchwarden. 

BISHOPSTOKE  and  other  Parishes  around.  (2) 
S.  R,  Jarvis. 

28. — No ;  but  they  should  be  compelled  to  take  the 
men  acording  to  their  Rents. 

28.— 

29. — Not  when  they  are  able-bodied  Men. 

29. — No,  if  of  equal  abilities. 

30.— About  6s. 

30.— 

31.— No. 

3L— 

32.  No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.  

33.— The  Vestry. 

33. — About  six  years  ago  the  parish  was  valued,  and  a 
Rate  made  on  two  thirds  of  the  rental.which  by  the  de- 
preciation of  circumstances  since  may  now  be  deemed 
as  made  on  the  full  or  Rack  Rent.  Is.  in  the  pound 
is  collected  for  each  Rate,  and  six  Rates  are  made 
in  the  year  at  a  Vestry  called  for  that  purpose,  upon 
application  of  the  Assistant  Overseer. 

3'1. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  are  to  make 
the  Rate  according  to  the  Rent  or  Value  which 
each  Rate-payer  occupies. 

* 

34. — The  Vestry,  at  which  Meeting  should  there  be 
any  alteration  necessary,  by  change  of  occupa- 
tion, separation  of  lands,  &c.  the  same  is  decided, 
and  the  assessment  made. 

35. — We  hold  monthly  Meetings,  and  the  Overseers 
state  when  they  want  a  Rate ;  then  the  Meeting 
allows  one  to  be  made,  which  must  be  signed 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — I  recommended  theemploying  a  permanent  Assistant 
Overseer,  who  is  also  Governor  of  the  Poorhouse, 
with  a  salary,  as  the  usual  Overseers  pretended  ig- 
norance, or  would  not  attend  to  their  duties,  by 
which  the  poor  were  very  ill  used,  and  from  ten  to 
twelve  Rates  collected.  When  money  is  wanted  he 
applies  to  the  regular  Overseers  and  Churchwardens, 
who  call  a  Vestry,  by  which  a  Rate  is  allowed.  A  inonthlv 
Meeting  used  to  be  held  at  the  Poorhouse,  at  which  all  the  Inha- 
bitants were  expected  to  attend  ;  ii.quiries  were  made  respecting 
the  poor,  what  people  out  of  employ,  and  ariangements  aci  ordingly 
ordered.  By  this  mode  our  Rates  were  reduced  to  6s.  yearly, 
and  no  men  unemployed,  as  is  now  the  case,  though  the  system 
has  relaxed  a  little.    The  poor  never  better  off. 

86. — Very  much  diminishing,  which  is  to  be  attributed 
in  a  great  degree  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing.  The  causes  are  combined  with 
circumstances  generally;  the  Poor  Laws  form 
a  considerable  part ;  the  various  demands  from 
the  Poor's  Rate,  unconnected  with  them,  as 
County  Rates  and  parochial  expenditure  ;  and 
the  state  of  the  country,  which  the  holders  of 
poor  lands  cannot  support. 

37. — The  Labourers  certainly  are  no  better  than  fbv- 
merly. 

37. — Decreasing.  No  sort  of  occupation  for  the  Fe- 
males ;  a  little  straw-plaiting  is  done  by  a  few  ;  but 
the  parents  of  families  are  far  from  making  them- 
selves so  comfortable  as  they  might ;  the  cheapness, 
however,  of  every  article  of  dress  from  machinery  has 
totally  extirpated  the  system  of  spinning  and  knit- 
ting. The  Men  go  to  the  beer-shops  ;  the  \Vomen 
idle.  Girls  and  Boys  do  as  they  please  ;  the  former 
thinking  only  of  dress,  and  the  latter  of  poaching. 
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B  O  L  D  R  E.  (3) 

B  R  A  M  D  E  A  N.  (g) 

Thomas  E.  Symonds, 

Visitor. 

James  Barnard, 

Overseer. 

28.— No.    It  was  once  put  in  practice,  and  succeeded 

admirably,  every  Occupier  taking  a  Labourer  for  every  £'25  on 
the  Rate,  and  leaving  very  few  unemployed  ;  it  fell  rather  heavy 
Oil  tliodc  who  occupied  houses  only 

28.— No.   Not  necessary  in  this  parish,  but  it  would  be 
better  if  generally  adopted.. 

None. 

29. — Yes,  according  to  age. 

30  — About  85.  in  the  pound  ;  not  at  Rack  Rent. 

du. — About  6s.  per  acre,  full  one  third  Rack  Rent. 

31.— Diminished;  and  it  is  believed  they  will  continue 

to  do  so  if  the  present  system  of  management  is  persevered  in. 

3L — Increased. 

32.— No.    Under  Gilbert's  Act. 

32.— No  Select  Vestry. 

33.— The  general  body  'of  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry 
assembled,  each  individual  being  rated  above  5^. 
per  Rate. 

33.— The  two  Overseers  decide  how  much  money  shall 
be  raised  in  each  year,  and  make  Rates  accord- 
ingly, signed  by  two  Magistrates, 

Tlie  amount  of  Rate  is  collected  according  to 
a  certain  valuation  made  by  the  whole  Parisli 
some  twelve  years  since;  but  the  Rate-payers, 
in  Vestry  assembled,  have  always  exercised  the 
power  of  correcting  any  error  or  unfairness  that 
can  be  proved. 

34.— The  Overseers;  each  Rate  being  signed  by  two 
Magistrates. 

35.— The  Overseers  are  held  to  be  the  Officers  charged 
with  the  execution  of  these  duties,  but  are  under 
the  direction  of  and  are  responsible   to  the 
general  body  of  the  Rate-payers,  who  assemble 
monthly  to  regulate  the  afikirs  of  the  parish. 

35.— Both  the  Overseers  take  part  in  deciding  on  all 
matters,  by  consulting  on  the  best  mode  to  see 
the  monev  collfptprl  of  tlip  Rnfi^  na^rtn-rc  ft 
laid  out  to  the  best  advantage  in  their  power. 

— JJiminishinf .  The  Fnrmprc  hoinn-  ,^Ctc-^  c 

' A  riiiiiers  oeing  otten  men  or  no 

capital,  and  thus  being  unable  to  employ  Labour  - 
ers, are  themselves  both  the  causes  of  distress 
and  the  sufferers  under  the  operation  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

36. — Diminishing,  from  increase  of  poor,  the  expense 
of  which  bears  hard  upon  Agricultural  capital. 

Laiiiiy       SO  goou  Or  inuustrious  as  lormerh', 
except  in  particular  cases;  nor  are  thev  generally 
either  willing  or  able  to  do  so  much  work  as 
formerly. 

37. — Rather  increasing  in  many,  but  less  in  the  younger 
part,  as  to  industry. 

* 
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BRAMSHAW.  (2) 


George.  Eyre,  Resident  Proprietor  &  J.  P. ;  after  consulting 
with  the  Resident  Clergyinai;. 

28.  — This  we  tried ;  it  is  now  given  up.    The  Law  does 

not  empower  the  Vestry  to  enforce  this  regulation,  whicli  makes 
it  almost  impossible  to  attempt  this,  because  any  individual 
overturns  your  plan.    This  deficiency  calls  for  correction. 

29.  — Very  little  distinction.   The  pay  of  the  single  Men 

has  been  generally  raised  within  the  last  two  years  ;  Farmers 
begin  to  see  the  reasonableness  of  so  doing  Tliose  employed 
by  the  parish  are  permitted  to  earn  only  so  much  as  will  main- 
tain them. 

30.  — Is.  6d.  last  year,  at  a  Rack  Rent  nearly. 


3L — Rather  increased.    Expected  to  be  reduced  this 

year,  from  the  employment  of  people  on  land,  and  from  better 
management. 

32.  — The  Vestry  has  acted  regularly  for  several  years, 

with  a  virtual  Acting  Overseer.  THe  Vestry  Act  combines 
many  practical  advantages.  The  Vestry  only  wants  more  power. 

33.  — The  Vestry  has  been  regularly  held  every  fort- 

night. There  the  accounts  are  examined,  and 
the  Rate  made.  It  is  a  rule  to  balance  and  settle 
the  last  Rate  before  a  new  one  is  made.  This  is 
found  to  be  very  advantageous. 


34. — When  a  new  Rate  is  to  be  made  those  who  have 
objections  to  offer  attend.  The  Vestry  deter- 
mines the  amount  of  the  Assessment. 


35. — All  the  Parish  Officers  act  as  under  the  Select 
Vestry  Act,  consequently,  though  they  are  the 
most  efficient  members,  the  Vestry  decides.  All 
having  demands  on  the  parish  or  requiring  relief 
attend  at  the  regular  Vestries.  All  payments  to 
the  poor  are  made  there  :  their  cases  are  sepa- 
rately considered,  and  the  determination  of  the 
Vestry  given  to  the  Overseers  for  their  guidance. 
The  Vestry  Clerk  keeps  a  fair  copy  of  the  ac- 
counts. 


36.  — Diminishing.   The  Poor  Laws  operate  unfavour- 

ably in  many  ways.  The  consequence  of  increas- 
ing population  is  an  increase  in  the  Poor  Hate, 
andincreased  difficulty  of  employment;  this  has  a 
strong  tendency  to  reduce  wages;  those  on  parish 
work  are  discontented.  Some  great  alteration 
must  be  made,  or  property  will  sooner  or  later 
be  swallowed  up  in  maintaining  the  people,  so 
as  to  prevent  Riots  and  Mischief. 

37.  — When  Labourers  are  regularly  employed  they  are 

not  deficient  in  industry.  Those  who  come  to 
the  parish  for  work,  not  being  able  to  obtain  it 
elsewhere,  are  idle  and  discontented.  They  are 
not  allowed  to  earn  full  wages,  though  the  price 
put  on  the  task-work  is  not  much  below  the 
usual  rate;  they  are  limited  in  the  quantity. 


BROCKENHURST,  in  the  New  Forest.  (1) 


John  Movant,  J.  P. 


28. — They  are  not. 


29. 

— Yes,  about  Is. 

30.- 

—In  1831,  7s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds 
of  the  Rack  Rent.    Total  amount,  .^670. 

3L- 

—Increased,  but  from  illness  and  some  casualties. 

32.- 

—No  Select  Vestry.   An  Assistant  Overseer  has  this 
year  been  appointed. 

33.- 

—The  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  this  parish  are 
under  the  direction  of  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry 
assembled,  which  is  held  monthly.    J.  Wyatt, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

On  the  necessity  recurring,  and  at  the  application 
of  the  Overseer,  Rates  for  the  above  purposes  are 
made  in  Vestry  duly  convened.            J.  M. 

34.- 

-If  any  Rate-payer  thinks  himself  over-rated  he 
carries  his  complaint  to  the  Vestry,  whose  deci- 
sion is  usually  final.    The  Overseer  would  of 
course  attend  and  support  the  Rate  levied. 

J.M. 

35.- 

-I  believe  in  this  parish  the  Vestry  may  l)e  said  to 
decide  all  parish  matters.                    J.  M. 

36.— 


37.— 
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BURGHCLERE. 

W.  B.  Barter, 

Rector. 


(I) 


28. — No.    They  should  be,  according  to  Rent,  when 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  demand. 


29. — On  the  roads  only. 


30. — They  are  now  9*.  in  the  pound,  or  half  the  rent. 


.31. — They  have  increased. 


32. — Yes.    An  Assistant  Overseer  is  necessary  in  this 
parish,  the  cottages  being  scattered. 


33. — When  one  Rate  is  spent  notice  of  another  is  given 
in  the  Parish  Church  by  the  Clerk  at  the 
instance  of  tlie  paid  Overseer. 


34. — The  estates  are  rated  at  so  much  in  the  pound  of 
the  yearly  value;  about  one  half. 


35. — Every  thing  is  done  at  the  Vestry,  and  has  been 
done  by  the  Farmers,  who  attend  with  myself, 
for  the  last  seven  years,  without  one  word  of 
difference  between  us  ;  no  one  has  taken  a  pro- 
minent part. 


CARISBROOK,  Isle  of  Wight.  (3) 


Abraham  Clarke, 

Director  of  the  Poor. 


28.— 


36. — Decreasing ;  owing  mainly  to  the  alteration  in  the 
value  of  the  currency,  beginning  in  the  year  1819. 
The  Farmers  have  ever  since  been  oppressed  by 
an  unseen  cause,  operating  always  to  their  dis- 
advantage. The  withdrawal  of  the  one  pound 
notes  ruined  numbers.  As  their  capital  de- 
creased their  power  to  employ  Labourers  has 
decreased ;  hence  the  Poor  Rates  have  increased. 


-The  Labourers,  in  harvest,  or  when  employed 
regularly  in  task-work,  are  supposed  to  be  quite 
as  good  workmen  as  they  ever  were. 


29.— None. 


30. — The  parishes  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  are  assessed 

very  differently.  Some  raise  their  amounts  by  ^d.  or  is.  Rates, 
vvhiile  others  on  a  lower  assessment  have  a  3s.  Rate. 


31.  — The  Act  of  Consolidation  passed  upwards  of  70 

years  ago,  during  which  time  (especially  at  Ryde  and  Cowes)  pro- 
perties have  greatly  increased ;  but  the  different  parishes  are  still 
assessed  upon  an  amount  fixed  by  an  average  of  the  expendi- 

32.  —  ture  of  the  seven  years  immediately  preceding  the  passing  of 
the  Consolidation  Act. 


33.— 


The  30  parishes  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  are  consoli- 
dated, and  are  under  the  management  of  a  Corporation  of  Directors 
and  Guardians.  The  Rates  are  levied  upon  each  parish  according 
to  a  scale  of  assessments  fixed  at  the  period  of  consolidation.  The 
Boord  of  Directors  and  Guardians  at  their  quarterly  Meetings 
calculate  the  amount  that  will  be  required  for  the  ensuing  quarter 
for  the  whole  island,  and  issue  their  warrants  to  the  several  parishes, 
calling  upon  them  to  raise  their  proportion  of  the  sums  in  question. 


34. — The  Rate-payers  of  the  different  parishes  in 
Vestry  assembled  (generally  once  a  quarter), 
determine  what  Rates  shall  be  raised,  how  pro- 
perties shall  be  assessed,  and  decide  on  all 
appeals.  The  Overseers  merely  collect  the 
Rates  and  pay  them  tO-  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Corporation. 


35. — The  Vestries  determine  all  matters ;  the  Overseers 
are  merely  the  executive  Officers  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  Guardians  and  the  Vestry. 


36. 


37. — Worse. 
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C  A  T  H  E  R  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (3) 

CHALE,  Isle  of  Wight.  (3) 

Bract/  Wiggins, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

rVlH/lUill  AMKiZTll  o  fiLOUO) 

Guardian  of  the  Poor 

28. — Labourers  have  been  apportioned  according  to  the 
Poor's  Rates ;  this  practice  is  now  discontinued. 

28.— No. 

29.— No. 

29. — Occasionally ;  not  generally. 

30. — 13s.  6d.  at  a  presumed  rental,  or  about  7s.  Rack 
Rent. 

30. — Were  about  6s.  at  three  fourths  value  ;  are  now 
85.  at  the  same  ratio. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  was 
appointed  on  the  29th  of  September  1832. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33.— 

34. — The  Overseers. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants  in  Vestry.  The 
Overseers  are  mostly  guided  by  the  majority  or 
the  Vestry  in  making  the  asessments  of  the  Poor 
Rate.  The  County  Rate  is  paid  from  the  Poor 
Rate,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  ordered  by  the 
Justices  at  the  Sessions. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing;  owing  principally  to  the  profuse, 
compulsory,  and  indiscriminate  relief,  and  the 
mal -administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  This  is 
the  principal  cause  of  the  distress  the  country  is 
now  labouring  under. 

36. — Diminishing  very  fast ;  certainly  in  part  owing 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  the 
great  increase  of  Rates,  &c.  &c. 

3*7. — The  Labourers  in  general  are  not  so  attentive  to 
their  work  as  formerly. 

37. — Diminishing;  certainly  not  so  good  yvorkmen  as 
formerly. 

• 
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D  U  R  L  E  Y.  (2) 

E  A  S  T  M  E  O  N.  (3) 

William  Goodrich,  frequently  Overseer,  and  the  largest 
Occupier  of  Land  in  the  Parish. 

James  White. 

28. — There  is  no  rule. 

28.— 

20. — None  whatever  in  constant  work  ;  but  on  the  road 
a  youu^  iiid.li  icccivea  lo.  a  uay. 

29. — Very  little,  or  none. 

30. — About  7s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

OU. — 

31. — Very  much  increased. 

31.— 

32. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers,  together  with  the  Vestry,  according 
to  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  due  notice  having 
been  previously  given  of  the  intended  Rate  in 
the  Chui'ch. 

33. — When  one  Rate  is  nearly  expended  the  Overseers 
give  notice  in  the  Church  tor  a  General  Vestry  to 
make  another.  As  a  proof  of  the  little  attention  paid 
to  these  notices  for  IMeetings  there  is  no  entry  in  the 
General  Vestry-book  for  several  years  past  of  the  time 
the  Rates  were  made  ;  instead  of  which  the  confirma- 
tion by  the  Magistrate  serves  the  purpose.  This  is 
a  very  loose  way  of  proceeding,  however. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  according  to 
a  Rate  made  many  years  ago,  and  make  altera- 
tions or  rate  new  property  where  necessary, 
an  appeal  against  which  lies  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions. 

The  Law  is,  I  believe,  if  two  thirds  of  the  parish 
protest  against  the  Rate  they  can  have  the  parish 
valued. 

34. — According  to  a  valuation  by  Surveyors  in  1820, 
which  has  been  adhered  to  with  little  or  no 
alteration,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parish. 

35. — What  difficulties  there  may  be  in  getting  Rates 
altered  in  parishes  connected  with  towns  and 
villages  I  do  not  know,  never  having  been 
connected  with  a  parish  so  circumstanced. 

35. — Very  little  harmony  subsists.  Succeeding  Vestries 
do  not  observe  the  orders  made  by  their  pre- 
decessors. They  never  order  the  time  of  making 
a  Rate,  nor  call  for  the  accoimts,  which  are 
generally  produced,  in  a  very  lengthened  state, 
when  the  Overseers  go  out  of  office,  whose  dis- 
cretion is  submitted  to,  and  who  sometimes  (by 
mistake)  call  a  General  Vestry  to  determine 
matters  that  belong  to  the  other  authority, 
owing  to  the  defects  of  the  Act. 

oo. — Uimmisned  withm  the  last  10  years  at  least  two 
thirds.  The  Poor  Laws,  bad  as  they  are  both 
for  the  Labourer  and  Farmer,  are  not  the  chief 
cause. 

36. — Rather  diminishing.  The  Poor  Laws,  the  unem- 
ployed able-bodied  Man,  and  the  County  Rates 
press  very  hard  upon  it. 

37. — Where  the  Labourers  have  constant  employment 
they  are  as  good  as  ever,  but  not  more  than  two 
or  three  Farmers  in  our  parish  can  find  money 
to  pay  them,  so  that  they  are  one  week  on  the 
road,  and  the  next  in  employment  with  some 
Farmer.  This  system  has  a  very  bad  tendency, 
and  makes  them  indifferent  and  careless. 

37. — Not  increasing.  The  best  are  in  constant  employ; 
many  of  the  second  and  most  of  the  third  class 
of  able-bodied  are,  for  want  of  better  employ- 
ment, placed  on  the  road  in  Winter,  which  is 
a  very  bad  school. 
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E  A  S  T  O  N.  (1) 

E  L  I  N  G.  (3) 

A.  0.  Baker, 

Churchwarden. 

John  Tiller, 
late  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

f\0            XT              111                      '1                                  1  t 

28. — No ;  those  that  keep  eight  to  ten  horses  employ 
the  greater  portion. 

29. — Unfortunately  there  is  in  most  cases;  the  married 
Man  having  10s.  or  12s.  per  week,  and  the  single 
6s.  to  8s. 

29. — Yes ;  the  married  Men  receive  their  regular 
wages  in  Summer  and  Winter,  whereas  the 
single  Men  when  employed  receive  only  from 
6s.  to  7s.  per  week. 

SC- 

30.— By  a  valuation,  houses  at  one  half,  land  at  two 

thirds.     Amfmiit  of  ^^ntp^  rnlipptprl  iiii  tn  '^'ith  Maro\\ 

1832  was  8s.  6d.  in  the  i)our,d. 

SI.— 

31. — Increased  6d.  in  the  pound,  and  a  further  increase 
expected. 

32.— 

32. — Both,  which  effect  a  saving  to  the  parish  in  keep- 
ing and  examining  the  parish  accounts,  and 
regulating  parish  paupers. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

33.— 

34. — According  to  a  valuation  made  in  1817,  which, 
however,  is  occasionally  altered  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Overseers,  as  the  value  of  any  particular 
Rate-payer's  property  assessed  may  happen  to 
alter. 

34. — 

35. — They  interfere  as  directed  by  58  Geo.  3.  c.  09.  s.3. 

35.— 

36. —  I  fear  decreasing.  It  is  no  further  attributable 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  than 
that  it  having  increased  pauperism  has  neces- 
sarily pressed  upon  and  impoverished  the 
Farmer. 

36.— 

37. — Decidedly  diminishing,  all  inducement  to  in- 
dustry and  good  conduct  being  neutralized  by 
the  ready  and  indiscriminate  relief  given  them  by 
the  Magistrates  under  their  injudicious  applica- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— 
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County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ELVETHAM.  (2) 

EVERSLEY,  with  the  Tithing  of  GREAT 
AND  LITTLE  BRAMSHILL.  (2) 

George  Hewett, 

Cliurchwarclei). 

28. — No  regulation  of  this  sort. 

Samuel  Curdery,  Assistant  Overseer. 
H.  Rush  &  H.  H.  Faifett. 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  the  assessment  paid  to 
the  Poor.                                           S.  C. 

29. — None,  except  when  working  entirely  on  the  parish 
account. 

29.— None.                              H.  R.    H.  B.  P. 

30  Ahoiit  .5s.  in  the  nounfl  <it  Rack  Rent. 

^0   I  In   nn   avprafrf*  di   tnp  liQl"  tnrp*^  v<=»nrc  ciKr^nt" 

%J\j  »'  "  V-Zll    iX\x    Cv  V  Ci  cti^C    yjl.     Ll  JC          1   LiJi  CC   y  Cdl        <X\j\}  U  L   Uo  • 

at  Rack  Rent,                                  S.  C. 

Sl.^Increased. 

3L — For  the  last  four  years  little  or  no  alteration. 

S.  C. 

32.— No. 

32. — Both  ;  and  the  effect  has  proved  most  favourable. 

o.  C 

33. — The  custom  is  for  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers to  make  the  Rate  ;  but  if  any  circumstance 
arises  to  make  an  alteration  necessary,  a  Vestry 
is  called,  according  to  the  Vestry  Act,  at  which 
every  Rate-payer  may  vote. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  when  applied  to  by  the  stand- 
ing Overseer.                                   H.  R. 

34. — Decided  in  the  same  manner. 

34. — A  general  Vestry,  according  to  the  valuation. 

H.R. 

35. — All  questions  are  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes. 
The  Overseers  have  no  further  influence  than 
their  (as  Rate-payers)  give  them. 

35. — In  consequence  of  the  Parish  having  agreed  to 
appoint  a  standing  Overseer,  the  regular  Over- 
seers do  not  interfere,  but  leave  the  settlement 
of  all  questions  relative  to  Rates  to  the  Select 
Vestry.                                         H.  E. 

36. — Diminishing. 

o 

36. — Very  much  diminishing ;  to  be  attributed  in  a 
great  measure  to  Sir  R.  Peel's  Currency  Bill, 
and  the  increase  of  the  Poor's  Rate. 

H.R.  H.B.P. 

37. — Neither  so  mdustrious  nor  such  good  workmen  as 
formerly. 

37. — Very  much  on  the  decrease,  owing  entirely  to  the 
distressed  state  of  agriculture,  the  Farmers  not 
being  able  to  pay  sufficient  wages  to  support 
them  and  their  families ;  consequently  there  is 
less  encouragement  than  formerly  to  a  Labourer. 
In  fact,  many  are  quite  unable  to  do  a  hard 
day's  work,  having  scarcely  any  thing  but  bread 
to  live  upon.                    H.  R.    H.  D.  P. 
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County  of  Southampton — conlinucd. 


ANSWERS. 


FAWLEY.  (3) 

HAMBLE.  (3) 

John  Muvday, 

Churchwarden. 

David  Hayncs,  Curate. 
John  liuclcland.  Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29.— None. 

29.— No. 

30. — 

«J V -^^■l^cllJu  iCio.  ill  LllCr  IJUU11L1|  llwUSCo  lo.^U.  Ill  LllC  lJUUlHl. 

The  rating  of  very  long  standing,  and  irregular  as  lo 
vahie. 

31.— 

31. — Not  increased;  but  last  year  they  were  higher 
than  the  preceding,  owing  to  a  parish  lawsuit. 

32.— No. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with,  gene- 
rally, some  of  the  Parishioners. 

33.— The  Vestry.                                       />.  H. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  according  to 
a  revision  made  in  1829  of  the  old  Rates. 

34. — The  Vestry,  i.e.  all  the  Rate-payers.  D.H. 

35. — There  being  no  Select  Vestry,  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers,  with  some  of  the  inhabitants, 
meet  regularly  every  fortnight  at  the  ^Vork- 
house ;  and  if  they  find  difficulty  in  deciding  any 
matter,  on  the  next  Sunday  they  call  a  Vestry  of 
the  parish  for  the  following  week. 

35.— The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Rate-payers 
form  the  Vestry,  and  decide  on  all  parish  matters. 

D.  H. 

36. —  Gradually  diminishing  for  some  years,  and  the 
increase  of  the  Poor's  Rate  has  partly  tended  to 
it. 

36. — The  Capital  has  been  much  the  same  for  years 
past. 

37. — Generally  not  so  industrious,  which  we  attribute 
to  the  fact  of  their  not  ffettin":  such  recjular  em- 
ployment  as  formerly.  Those  that  have  worked 
much  on  the  parish  account  almost  invariably 
get  idle  and  careless. 

37. — There  appears  to  be  no  difference. 

P.L.  (B.)— Paiit  III. 
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County  of  Southampton  — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HAM  BLED  ON.  [2) 

HARTLEY  WINTNEY.  (2) 

William  tricnd,  Cluirchwarden. 
Tliomas  Butler. 

James  Tarrant, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — They  have  been  according  to  the  rental,  but  are 
not  now.                                          JV.  F. 

28. — No  arrangement  to  that  effect  has  yet  taken  place. 

29. — There  is,  if  they  work  on  tlie  parish  account ;  not 
otherwise.                                           fV-  F, 

29.— None. 

30.  About  105.  in  the  pound  at  Hack  Rent.     JV.  F'. 

30. —  ]0.<.  per  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds  Rack 
Rent. 

31.— Increased  .^£'504.  5.  10.                        JV.  F. 

31. — Increased  considerably. 

32. — The  Select  Vestry  has  been  discontinued  since 

X\  Ljlll    10.Jx>           VVty     llttVC      till     J^l            ttlli  L     W  V  O^VL 

this  year,  but  cannot  yet  tell  the  effect.     JV.  F". 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  has  been  appointed,  and  is  con- 
sinprpn  bpnpfina.1  frnm  it*?  inrliulino*  mntsf  nf  thp 
greatest  Rate-payers,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Overseers,  at  meetings  held  every  fortnight, 
which  are  open  to  the  attendance  of  any  Rate- 
payer.                                                JV.  F. 

The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  alone  decide, 
according  to  the  necessities  of  the  poor.  T.  B. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — The  Overseers.                                     JV.  F. 

Some  years  since  a  valuation  was  made  of  lands, 
houses,  and  tithes,  from  which  scale  of  assess- 
ment the  Overseers  seldom  or  ever  deviate. 
Some  alteration   may  have  occasionally  been 
made  where  great  improvements  have  taken 
place.                                               T.  B. 

34. — This  parish  was  valued  in  1823  by  a  professional 
Surveyor,  and  the  Poor  Rates  are  now  made  on 
two  thirds  of  the  value  of  each  property,  whether 
land  or  houses,  as  there  assumed  by  him ;  which 
valuation  is  admitted  to  be  the  Rack  Rental,  ad- 
ditional assessments  being  made  when  necessary  by 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  on  new  buildings, 
or  on  additions  or  improvements  to  other  properties. 

35. — Any  special  matters  on  which  the  Overseers  may 
think  it  necessary  to  consult  the  Parishioners 
are  decided  by  the  majority  of  a  Vestry  called 
for  that  purpose.                                 JV.  F. 

As  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  have  full 
authority  to  make  the  rate,  it  is  not  usual  to 
assemble  in  Vestry  on  such  occasions.     T.  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  are  included 
in  the  list  of  the  Select  Vestry,  who  meet  every 
fortnight,  and  a  majority  of  the  Parish  Officers 
generally  attend,  taking  an  equal  share  with  the 
other  members  of  the  Vestry  in  the  distribution 
of  the  parish  funds.  The  poor  who  request 
relief  attend,  and  are  paid  at  the  above  meet- 
ings. 

ou. —JL/mimisning.     i  ne  laige  anu  increasing  ctuiuijiii/ 
of  Poor  Rates  is  certainly  one  prevailing  cause. 

T.B. 

S6  

37. — Diminishing.    For  some  years  past  many  Boys 
and  young  Men  have  been  chiefly  employed  on 
the  roads,  which  has  not  improved  their  habits, 
or  qualified  them  for  agricultural  Labourers. 

J.B. 

37.— 
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County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  E  R  R  I  A  R  D.  (2) 

M  I  C  H  A  E  L  M  E  R  S  H.  (3) 

ij.  r,  J6TV01S6» 

Henry  Woodcock,  D.D., 

Recto.-. 

28.— 

28. — No,  not  as  they  ought  to  be. 

29. — About  one  third. 

^y. —  ine  marrieu  Men  are  employed  ui  preference  to 
the  single,  to  save  the  Poor  Rates,  and  when 
the  single  Men  are  employed,  it  is  at  25.  or  3s. 
a  week  less  than  the  married  Men. 

30.— 

30. — They  exceed  10s.  in  the  pound  at  the  Rack  Rent 

of  the  land  ;  this  must  he  taken  with  some  consideration  as  to  th^ 
amount  rated  in  the  parish. 

31.— 

31.— Increased,  from  over-population  and  mismanage- 
ment. 

32. — 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer. 

33. — Tlie  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  Vestry. 

33. —  The  Overseers  and  the  Select  Vestry. 

34. — According  to  a  Valuation  of  the  whole  parish  by 
a  professional  Surveyor. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  the  Select  Vestry. 

35. — There  being  no  Select  Vestry,  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers  regulate  the  whole  business  of  the 
parish,  unless  in  an  extreme  case,  when  a  Com- 
mon Vestry  is  called. 

25. — By  agreement  at  the  Vestry  according  to  circum- 

O  Led  1 J  ^  V3* 

36.  — Certainly  diminishing,  and  attributable  very  much 
to  the  great  increase  of  Parochial  Rates  and 
other  burdens,  together  with  the  defalcation  of 
crops  for  the  last  four  years. 

36.— Certainly  decreasing,  owing  to  the  heavy  Poor's 
Rates  connected  with  the  present  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws,  and  payment  in  part 
from  the  Parish  Book. 

37. — Rather  diminishing,  nor  by  any  means  so  good 
workmen  as  formerly,  particularly  since  Beer- 
houses have  been  so  universally  allowed. 

37 — They  are  as  well  able  to  work  as  formerly,  but 
the  majority  are  dissatisfied,  and  althouoh  in 
most  instances  as  well  paid,  do  not  take  the 
same  interest  in  their  master's  welfare  as  for- 
merly. 
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County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MILLBROOK.  (3) 

M  I  L  L  F  O  R  D. 

G.  H.  Hewitt, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  &  J.  P. 

F.  R.  West.  (3)   Thomas  Hillier,  Guardian  of  the  Poor.  (]>  3) 
Thomas  Robinson,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— 

28.— No.                                F.  R.  IV.    T.  H. 

29, — Not  in  the  permanent  Labourer,  but  in  those  who 
are  only  hired  occasionally,  and  particularly  in 
Winter. 

29. — The  Parish  gives  9^.  per  week  to  a  Man  with  four 

Cliildren,  and  is.  (id.  pei  diem  to  an  unmarried  Labourer  four  days 
in  the  week^  which  is  an  inducement  to  improvident  marriages. 

F.  R.  W. 

No.                                                                    T.  H. 

30.— 

30. — Four  to  five  Rates  at  1*.  in  the  pound ;  not  all  at 

rack  rent.                                                         F.  R.  IV. 
Is.  in  the  pound  ;  on  two  thirds  of  real  value.             T.  H. 

31.— 

31. — Increased  by  one  Rate  after  the  Riots  in  1830  ; 

decreased  by  one  again,  after  the  panic  had  passed.  F.  R.  W. 
Increased.                                                            T.  H. 

32^  

32. — Parish  governed  according  to  the  provisions  of 

"  Gilbert's  Act"  ;  no  business  done  or  charges  made  without 
consultation  in  Vestry.                                        F.  R.  W, 
No.                                                                      T.  H. 

33. — The  majority  at  a  Quarterly  General  Meeting  of 
the  Rated  Inhal)itants,  after  the  Overseers'  Ac- 
counts for  the  preceding  Quarter  are  examined. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  Vestry. 

T.H. 

The  parish,  incorporated  under  ♦*  Gilbert's  Act,"  order 
from  time  to  time  in  Vestry  such  monies  to  be  col- 
lected as  may  be  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

T.  R. 

The  majority  of  the  Rate-payers  assembled  in  Vestry. 

F.  R.  W. 

34.. — According  to  an  estimate  made  some  years  back ; 

and  the  Overseers  in  making  out  tlie  Rate-book  for 
the  confirmation  of  the  Magistrates  are  governed  by 
jjrevioiis  RaJe;^.  Constant  complaints  are  made  of  the 
unfairness  of  the  Rating  by  individuals  ;  and  amid  the 
long  and  angry  discussions  that  ensue  at  Parish  Meet- 
ings, the  valuation  is  perpetually  lost  sight  of;  while 
those  who  watch  the  least  keenly  over  their  own 
interests  are  the  constant  sufferers  by  every  change. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.        T.  H. 

The  money  is  collected  under  a  Valuation  taken 
some  years  ago  by  order  of  the  Vestry.  T.R. 

The  majority  of  the  Vestry.              F.  R.  W. 

35.— The  Overseers,  in  all  such  discussions,  only  give 
their  votes  as  Vestrymen ;  but  the  parish  cus- 
tomarily leave  the  decision  upon  all  points  in 
the  hands  of  the  Overseers,  unless  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Vestry  should  be  made  necessary 
by  an  appeal  or  any  other  unusual  circum- 
stance. 

35. — The  Overseers   and    Churchwardens  make  the 
Rate,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Vestry. 

T.H. 

They  arc  equal  in  their  power  of  deciding  all  or  any  of  the 
several  matters  that  may  come  before  them,  reference  being 
made  to  the  amount  of  their  assessments,  and  the  votes  taken 
according  to  the  58th  or  59th  of  Geo.  iii.                T.  R. 

The  Overseer  seldom,  if  ever,  interferes  in  the  parish  of  Milford. 
The  Vestry  interferes  so  far  as  to  decide  on  the  fair  proportion 
of  the  Ilates  according  to  the  value  of  property.      F.  R.  JF. 

36. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  chanire. 

36. — Decreasing  certainly.    The  Poor  Laws  are  per- 
haps better  administered  in  this  parish  than  in  many  other.;, 
but  such  a  resource  in  view  as  Parish  Relief  prevents  the  La- 
bourer's exertions,  and  the  young  men  from  laying  by  any  thing 
in  their  youth.     The  latter  marry  early,  because  they  can  get 
no  relief  unless  they  have  children  ;  this  of  course  raises  the 
Rates.    An  instance  occurred  a  short  time  since,  of  a  Labourer 
marrying,  and  going  from  the  church  to  the  Poorhouse,  not 
having  money  to  pay  the  fees  !                             F.  R,  W, 
Diminishing.                                                        T.  H. 

37. — Very  evidently  diminishing  in   those   who  fre- 
quently receive  parish  relief ;  but  those  who  are 
regularly  employed,  and  paid  fair  wages  by  their 
employers  all  the  year  round,  appear  to  main- 
tain their  character. 

37. — By  old  experienced  Individuals  it  is  supposed 
one  Labourer  forty  years  ago  would  do  more 
than  two  of  the  present  day.    Ihey  are  more 
particular  in  leaving  work  at  the  exact  time; 
formerly  they  did  not  mind  working  half  an 
hour  later  to  finish  a  job.                F.  R.  W. 

Diminishing,  and  the  workmen  worse  than  for- 
merly.                                           T.  H. 
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ANSWERS. 


MILTON.  (3) 

M.I  N  S  T  E  A  D.  (3) 

Tliomas  Spencer, 

Cliiircluvarden  &  J.  P. 

28. — There  is  no  arrangement  of  this  kind. 

Anonijmoui. 
J  nomas  nosey  oo,o^t  oom 

28. — No ;  as  they  are  wanted,  or  as  the  Occupiers 
agree  among  themselves  at  the  Vestry. 

zy. — iNo. 

29. — No. 

30. — They  average  bs.  in  the  pound  on  a  two  thirds 
value. 

30. — Lastyear  7s.  in  the  pound,  but  were  not  sufficient 
to  cover  the  expenses. 

3L — Increased,  from  trying  a  new  system,  which  did  not 
answer.   This  year  ihey  will  not  exceed  the  average. 

31. —  Increased. 

a  Visitor,  Guardian,  and  Master  of  the  Work- 
house. 

OiS.— i\o  ocicci   vesLiy,  uui  all  -fissisiant  wverseer, 
which  has  been  attended  widi  the  best  effect. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  a  Rate 
as  the  money  may  be  wanted,  and,  after  ob- 
taining the  signatures  of  the  Magistrates,  col- 
lect it. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  Parish- 
ioners in  Vestry. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — As  in  tlie  previous  Answer. 

35. — See  the  preceding  Answers. 

35. — As  Officers  appointed   by  the  Vestry ;  but  no 
Churchwarden  nor  Overseer  is  appointed  un- 
less he  himself  is  rated  on  the  Poor's  Rate. 

36. — It  is  diflScult  to  say ;  but  a  diminution  seems  most 
likely,  from  the  difficulties  the  Farmers  show  in 
discharging  the  demands  against  them.  Whe- 
ther owing  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws 
solely  I  think  improbable,  but  most  likely  to  that 
cause  combined  with  the  general  state  of  the 
agricultural  interests. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  in  conjunction 
with  the  effect  of  the  Taxes. 

37. — There  is  no  reason  to  complain  generally  on  that 
point. 

t 

37. — I  do  not  understand  that  the  Labourers  are  less 
industrious,  or  woi"se  workmen. 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III.  3x4 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM  [Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ODIHAM.  (2) 

P  A  M  B  E  R.  (2) 

Wm.  Harriott,  Vicar,  &  Samuel  Andrews,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 
Isaac  Coleman,  Perpetual  Overseer. 

28. — ^Not  apportioned  in  any  way. 

Lancelot  Bellas, 

Overseer. 

28. — No. 

29. — Only  by  the  parish. 

29. — With  those  employed  in  Farmer's  work  none  is 
made. 

30. — They  were  last  year  Qs.  6c?.  in  the  pound  at  two 
thirds  value. 

30. —  ITs.  in  the  pound;  three  fourths  of  real  value. 

31. — Increased  Qd.  in  the  pound. 

3 1. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  Perpetual  Overseer,  to 
the  great  benefit  of  the  parish. 

32.— No. 

33.  The  Vestry,  according  to  the  Overseer's  statement 

of  what  is  wanted.                            W.  H. 

S.A. 

33.— 

34. — The  proportion  of  each  Rate-payer  is  according 
to  a  regular  valuation  made  in  1801. 

^  W.H. 

S.A. 

34.— 

35. — The   Overseers    generally   attend    the  Vestry 
Meeting,  and  from  their  answers  and  report 
the  Vestry  determine  matters.              W.  H. 

35.— 

36. — It  is  not  increasing. 

36.— 

37. —  We  are  sorry  to  say^  geiieitiii  wui&c. 

37. 

« 
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RING  WOOD.  (3) 

ROM  SEY  EXTRA.  (3) 

Moses  Kent, 

Churchwarden. 

John  Scoreij, 

28.— No. 

28.— No. 

29. — None. 

29. — No. 

30. —  5s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30.— At  full  value,  Ss.  5\d. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

31. — Rather  increasing. 

effects. 

p  njivp  nntn        A  crvino*  fr\  flit*  "Paricli 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  Select 
Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry,  who  generally  grant  the  number  I 
apply  for  quarterly. 

34.— 

34. — The  Assistant  Overseer,  except  in  cases  of  division 
of  property,  improvements,  or  decayments,  &c., 
which  in  general  is  done  by  the  Vestry,  and  if 
uot,  by  one  of  the  Overseers  and  the  Assistant. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  the  Select 
Vestry  act  in  common  with  each  other  in  all 
Darochial  matters,  and  arf  CTnvpvnpd  hv  thp  Art 
of  Sturges  Bourne. 

35. — Yes,  by  referring  to  the  Valuation  and  the  Rental 
or  present  Value  of  such  Property  with  myself 
picviuua  lo  nguring  naies. 

36 — We  consider  there  is  a  diminution  of  Capital, 
arising  from  an  increase  of  Poor  Rate. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  in  some  degree  to  the  present 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Worse  workmen. 

37. — Worse,  generally  speaking. 
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County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MONK  SHERBORNE.  (2) 

SHERFIELD  ENGLISH.  (3) 

William  Hooper, 
Churchwarden  and  late  Overseer. 

28. — From  Michaelmas  1830  one  Labourer  apportioned 
to  every  ^£"30  of  value,  as  assessed  for  the  Poor's 
Rate. 

John  Wastie. 
Williajn  Ray,  Overseer. 

28.— No.                                              W.  R, 

29. — 2s.  a  week,  in  Winter  especially. 

29.— No.  W.R. 
Yes,  about  2s.  per  week  more  to  the  married  men, 
if  able-bodied.                                J.  W. 

30. — 10*.  in  the  pound,  assessed  according  to  value, 
averaging  from  12s.  to  20*.  an  acre. 

30.— 3*.  Qd.  in  the  pound.                          W.  R. 

31.— Increased  from  ^824  to  ^1,030. 

31. — Very  litde  difference  for  five  years  past.  W.  R. 

32.— None. 

32. — Yes,  the  Select  Vestry  produces  a  good  effect,  but 
there  is  no  Assistant  Overseer.           W.  R. 

33. — The  Overseers,  who  are  generally  ignorant  and  un- 
educated men.  The  amount  levied  varies  accord- 
ing to  their  character,  and  that  of  the  neighbouring 
Magistrates.  Every  thing  is  done  without  any  regu- 
lar system.  Rates  of  2s.  in  the  pound  on  a  very 
high  and  unequal  Assessment  are  collected,  4,  5, 
or  5\  of  which"  are  required  in  a  year. 

33. — -The  majority  of  the  votes  at  a  Vestry  assembled 
for  that  purpose,  each  voting  singly.  The  Rate, 
which  is  the  same  as  it  was  from  time  immemo- 
rial, we  consider  equitable.                 W.  R. 

34. — Tliis  was  decided  by  a  valuation  made  about  forty 
years  since,  which  gives  satisfaction  to  very  few  of  the 
Rate-payers.  The  bar  to  another  valuation  is  the  ex- 
pense, which,  as  times  are  so  bad,  and  many  of  the  Rate- 
payers say  they  cannot  stay  long  here,  is  considered 
loo  high  for  the  proposed  and  uncertain  advantage  to 
each  individual.  Newly-inclosed  lands  and  new 
houses  are  assessed  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers, four  in  number. 

34.— 

35. — Vestries  are  mere  farces.  This  may  be  said  of  al- 
most all  the  Parishes  in  this  neighbourhood, 
where  the  Farms  are  generally  small.  All  that  has 

•JvCll    U^JIJL.  <IL   IIIOC     tliC   W 1  1  Lcl    lldd     dLLcLlLlCU  Xlcio 

been  smoking  and  drinking.  No  innovations 
are  indeed  ever  proposed.  The  best  guardian  of 
the  Parish  Purse  is  he  who  can  beat  down  the 
weekly  allowance  lowest,  and  crowd  the  poor 
together  so  as  to  save  rent,  or  the  necessity  of 
building  at  the  Parish  cost. 

35.— 

36,-^ 

36. — Very  much  decreasing,  though  the  Poor  Laws  are 
not  the  sole  cause.                             J.  W. 

37. — 

37. — They  work  as  skilfully,  though  not  with  the  same 
assiduity  and  zeal,  as  formerly.             J,  IV. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  429  c 


County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SI  L  CHESTER.  (2) 

S  0  B  E  R  T  O  N.  (2) 

Rev.  Julm  Cole, 

Rector. 

Thomas  Grant,  J.  P» 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — Some  Farmers  make,  some  have  ceased  to  make,  a 
difference.  The  Parish  does  so  to  the  amount 
of  6d.  per  day. 

29. — Married  Men  obtain  from  9*.  to  l2s.  per  week, 
and  the  Single  from  6s.  to  9s. 

30.— 

30.— From  7s.  6d.  to  6s.  in  the  pound  on  the  Rack 
Rent. 

31  — 

31.— Under  all  circumstances,  there  is  not  much 
difference. 

32.— 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Overseer. 

33- — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — This  is  regulated  by  a  valuation. 

— The  Land  and  Houses  in  this  parish  being  assessed 
at  certain  Rates  made  on  the  principle  of  a 
valuation  in  1817,  those  Rates  are  still  adhered 
to. 

35.— 

35. — All  matters  of  this  kind  are  decided  on  and  con- 
ducted  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  unless 
any  inconvenience  occurs,  when  a  Vestry  is 
assembled,  and  their  opinion  taken. 

36. — The  question  embraces  too  much  to  be  met  by  a 
short  answer.  The  increased  burthen  of  the 
Poor  may  be  referred  more  to  the  diminution 
of  Capital  (lessening  the  means  of  employment) 
than  the  diminution  of  Capital  to  the  increased 
burthen  of  the  Poor  Rates.  They,  however, 
act  upon  each  other,  and  may  be  considered 
alternately  as  cause  and  eifect. 

36. — Diminishing,  and  in  some  defjree  owino-  to  heaw 
Poor's  Rates.                    &            =>  J 

f 

37. — They  have  not  the  same  spirit  or  alacrity  in  their 
work,  nor  can  they  be  expected  to  have  it  in 
their  altered  condition. 

3*^' — Individual  industry  does  not  appear  to  be  di- 
minished when  the  people  are  tairly  paid. 
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County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LONG  SUTTON.  (2) 

T  A  N  G  L  E  Y.  (2) 

William  Casbird  Bosley,  Guardian. 
Samuel  May,  33,  34,  35. 

Richard  Fortescue, 
Ciiurchwardeii  &  Overseer. 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

28.— No. 

29. — 3s.  per  week. 

29. — Yes,  the  married  men  more  than  the  single. 

3()_  4^,  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent> 

30. — 9s.  in  the  pound  at  three  fourths  of  the  Rack 
Rent. 

31. — Progressively  increasing. 

31. — They  have  not  increased  ;  the  reason  is,  having 
but  very  little  sickness  during  the  last  year. 

32. — Neither. 

32.— No. 

33.— Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Public  Vestries. 

S.M. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  sometimes 
alone,  but  more  frequently  in  conjunction  with 
other  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Public  Ves- 
tries. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  other 
Rate-payers,  who  are  governed  in  so  doing  by  a 
late  valuation  of  the  parish,  and  an  assessment 
made  thereon  for  that  purpose. 

35. — By  Public  Meetings  held  by  notices  given  in  the 
Church.                                          S.  M. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  as  Guardians 
of  the  Poor,  and,  as  before  observed,  generally 
;            the  Rate-payers  in  the  parish  occasionally,  as 
circumstances  may  require,  in  Vestry  assembled. 

] 

36, — Diminishing.    The  cause,  the  increase  of  Rents, 
Tithes,  and  Poor's  Rates.  ^ 

36.— 

37.— Generally  industrious,  but,  as  formerly,  some  idle. 


37.— 
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County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


TITCHFIELD.  (3) 

NETHER   WALLOP.  (1) 

Richard  Wooldridge, 

Churchwarden. 

H.  K.  Bailey, 

Overseer. 

28. — An  attempt  was  made  to  apportion  the  Labourers 
amongst  the  Occupiers  of  Land  in  proportion  to  the 
Assessment,  but  it  produced  dissatisfaction,  and  was 
discontinued. 

28. — No;  but  an  enactment  to  that  effect  would  be 
very  desirable. 

29. — None. 

29. — No. 

30. — About  5s.  per  pound  of  Rack  Rent. 

30. — The  Poor,  Highway,  and  Church  Rates  together 
equal  4s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

31. — Considerably  increased,  and  still  increasing. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  was  once  tried  in  our  parish,  and 
disapproved  of.    We  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer, with  a  salary,  which  is  approved  of. 

32. — Yes,  both  ;  and  the  parish  affairs  have  been  much 
better  conducted  in  consequence. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  aided  and 
guided,  however,  by  the  Parishioners. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry. 

34-. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  as  a  general 
rule,  assess  the  Poor's  Rate,  and  make  such 
(minor)  alterations  in  each  succeeding  Rate  as 
appear  to  them  to  be  called  for. 

34. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry. 

35. — The  Parishioners  have  always  exercised  control  in 
the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  parish  generally  : 

1st. — By  the  appointraent  or  nomination  of  all  officers. 

2d  — By  appointing  a  committee  each  year  (at  the  time  for 
nominating  Overseers)  to  examine  half-yearly  the  ac- 
count, and  make  their  report,  by  printed  abstracts, 
showing  the  amount  of  each  class  of  expenditure  ;  and 
also  it  would  be  expected  to  prevent  or  expose  fraud  or 
neglect  of  duty,  if  any  existed. 

3d. — By  courtesy  the  Overseers  have  always  consulted  the 
Parishioners  in  Vestry  when  any  great  alteration  was 
contemplated  in  the  mode  or  amount  of  assessment  or 
expenditure,  or  any  other  regulation  affecting  their  in- 
terests ;  and  I  have  never  heard  an  instance  in  which 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  have  always 
ut't;[i  uiidiiimous  lu  apponioning  me  amount  or 
the  parish  expenses,  as  calculated  from  the 
parish  rate,  to  which  there  has  never  been  any 
objection. 

36. — It  has  been  diminishing  since  1813,  and  the 
poorest  land  has  gone  out  of  cultivation,  throw- 
ing many  Labourers  out  of  employment ;  no 
doubt  the  increase  of  Poor's  Rate,  and  the 
reduction  in  prices,  are  the  chief  causes,  occa- 
sioning loss  to  the  Farmers,  and  consequent 
deterioration  of  their  farms. 

36. — Undoubtedly  diminishing.    Poor  Rates  form  a 
serious  item  of  its  expenses. 

37. — Diminishing  ;   and   they  are   worse  workmen. 
They  habitually  depend  on  the  parish  more 
and  more. 

* 

37. — Within  the  last  12  years  much  diminished,  and 
worse  workmen. 
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County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORTH  WALTHAM.  (2) 

—  

SOUTH  WARNBOROUGH.  (2) 

George  Harriott, 

Churchwarden. 

28.— No. 

Anonymous. 
J.  Warren,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— 

•49. — None. 

29.— Little  or  none.  It  occasionally  happens  that  a 
young  Man  may  work  Is.  a  week  less,  but  in  gene- 
ral it  is  the  same.    When  working  on  the  road 

the  family  Man  is  paid  more  on  account  of  his  Family. 

30. — Rated  at  about  half  the  Rack  Rent. 

30  

31. — A  slight  increase. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  out  of  Vestry, 
unless  any  unusual  expense  is  incurred;  then  a 
Vestry  is  called. 

33. — A  proportion  of  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assem- 
sembled.  The  Overseers  produce  their  books,  to 
show  the  expenditure  of  the  former  Rates;  a  new 

one  generally  of  1  j.  in  the  pound  is  assented  to ;  when  made  out 
and  signe.l  by  two  of  the  Parish  Officers,  it  is  presented  for 
the  approval  of  two  Magistrates,  afler  which  notice  is  given  in 
the  Church  of  such  approval,  and  the  Rate  collected.    J.  TV. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  except  where 
the  Rates  are  intended  to  be  altered. 

34. — A  proportion  of  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assem- 
bled, in  consequence  of  the  notice  given  in 
Church,  in  equal  proportion  upon  the  value  of 
property  occupied  by  each  individual,  as  esti- 
mated by  a  Surveyor  called  in  for  that  purpose 
in  1818.                                        j;  f[r_ 

35. — When  it  is  necessary  to  call  a  Vestry  to  make  or 
alter  the  Rates  the  Overseers  have  only  tlieir 
individual  votes.  The  majority  of  votes  decides 
the  question,  and  the  Overseers  act  in  confor- 
mity with  that  decision.  Our  poor  are  now 
paid  weekly  in  Vestry,  which  is  open  to  all  the 
Rate-payers. 

33.— The  Overseers  for  the  time  being  may  be  looked 
upon  as  the  agents  of  the  parish,  receiving  and 
paying  all  monies,  and  keeping  the  accounts, 
under  the  direction  of  a  Vestry,  assembled  every 
fortnight  for  the  purpose  of  being  present  at  the 
relief  of  the  poor.  Any  thing  arising  in  the 
intermediate  period  is  acted  upon  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Overseers,  and  stated  at  the  next 
Meeting.                                       j;  jy^ 

36.— 

36. — Diminishin^r  with  the  raoid  increasp  of  PnrieVi 
Rates,  which  within  the  last  sixty  years  have 
increased  from  .56^30  per  annum  to  nearly  ^800. 

37.— 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing. 
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County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WEYHILL.  (1) 

W  H  E  R  W  E  L  L.  (.3) 

Robert  Cook, 

28.— No. 

Answered  in  Vestry ; 
Edward  Home,  Curate,  Chairman. 

28. — According  to  extent  of  occupation. 

29  None. 

29.— Yes  I  10s.  to  married  mpn.  *-)*  to  siriflp 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound.    The  land  is  rated  at  15s.  per 
acre  ;  not  quite  two  thirds  of  its  value. 

30. — 4s.  per  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Previous  to  Lady-day  1830,  3.^  Rates  of  Is.  each; 
tlie  year  ending  Lady-day  1831,  7  Rates;  last 
year,  6  Rates. 

31. — Decreased  a  very  little. 

QO       Rrttli  "  ann  flip  PTTPf*!"  1^  POH5;inprpf1  tc\  lip  lipripfi^iol 

32  Nnnp 

33. — When  a  Rate  is  wanted,  the  Assistant  Overseer 
makes  an  assessment  of  Is.  in  the  pound,  and 
takes  it  to  a  majority  of  the  Parish  Olficers,  who 
sign  their  names  to  it,  when  it  is  taken  to  two  Ma- 
gistrates to  be  confirmed,  after  which,  on  the  fol- 

lnwin(T  Siindnv.  it  i<?  r»nKh<;hpd  in  thp  r^linrpli 

33.— 

3-i. — The  Assistant  Overseer  makes  every  Rate  merely 
a  copy  of  the  preceding  one,  with  such  alterations 
only  as  are  rendered  necessary  by  any  of  the  pro- 
perty becoming  unoccupied  or  changing  occu- 
piers, when,  in  the  first  case,  it  is  not  rated  at  all, 
and  in  the  second  it  is  rated  to  the  new  occupiers 
at  the  same  sum  as  the  former  ones.  When  a  new 

house  is  built  the  Vestry  decide  what  sum  it  shall  be  assessed  at. 

34.— 

35. — The  writer,  since  he  has  been  Overseer  (for  the 
last  13  years),  I'ecollects  but  two  occasions  on 
which  the  Vestry  or  the  Overseers  made  any 
alteration  in  the  Rate,  (except  as  stated  in 
answer  to  Query  34,)  on  both  of  which  the 
Overseer  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Vestry. 

35.— 

- 

36.— Evidently  diminishing  ;  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws  is  one  chief  cause.  Year  after  year 
three  Rates  annually  maintained  the  poor  in 
contentment,  and  without  any  going  to  the 
Magistrates,  by  whose  interference,  as  in  No- 
vember 1830,  six  Rates  were  required  to  keep  the 
poor  in  a  much  less  state  of  contentment. 

36. — Diminishing;  owing  to  the  perverted  administra- 
tion  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Worse,  certainly.  The  men,  knowing  that  the 
parish  must  employ  them  at  the  same  wages, 
when  they  have  their  time  more  to  themselves, 
grow  careless  of  keeping  a  good  character  and 
of  studying  the  interest  of  their  employer. 

37. — Industry  diminishing,  and  worse  workmen. 
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County  of  Southampton  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WHITCHURCH.  (3) 

W  I  D  L  E  Y.  (3) 

Thomas  Collins  &  Nicholas  Glanville,  Overseers, 
J.  T.  Twynam,  Manor  House. 

Robert  Harfield, 

Overseer. 

26.  There  is  an  understanding  amongst  the  occupiers  that  every  one  shall 

employ  a  man  for  every  £50  of  his  rate.    It  follows  that  many 
employ  more  men  than  they  want  ;  day-work  is  therefore  used  to 
make  the  work  hold  out,  and  the  good  Labourer  has  no  chance  of 
betteritig  himself  by  his  greater  skill  or  application. 

28. — During  the  time  of  the  Riots  the  Men  were  appor- 
tioned according  to  the  rent,  but  it  was  soon 
discontinued. 

29. — In  Winter,  when  labour  is  scarce,  single  Men  are 

glad  to  work  for  less  than  the  general  rate  of  wages.         T.  C. 

No.  G. 
Married  Men,  12s.;  single,  7.<f.            J.  T.  T. 

29. — No,  except  to  single  Men  who  are  not  exactly  fit 
for  agricultural  purposes,  nor  equally  able  and 
good,  workmen. 

30. — bs.  in  the  pound  last  year,  estimated  at  about  two 
thirds  of  Rack  Rent.                           T.  C. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent,  but  are  taken  at 
two  thirds. 

31. — Increased  \s.  in  the  pound  last  two  years.  T.  C. 
Increased.  G. 

31. — Very  little  alteration. 

32. — No  Select  Vestr}^  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

N.G. 

No  particular  effect.                              T.  C. 

32. — There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer,  which  is  consi- 
dered beneficial  to  the  parish. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Magistrates.                    J-  T.  T. 

33. — A  Vestry  is  regularly  called  as  required,  but 
seldom  attended  by  any  one  but  the  Overseei's, 
consequently  they  alone  decide. 

34. — The  proportion  was  fixed  by  Surveyors  appointed 
with  the  consent  of  the  parish.          J.  T.  T. 

34. — According  to  a  valuation  of  the  parish  taken  in 
1827. 

35. — Monthly  Meetings  of  the  Rate-payers  are  held  in 
this  parish,  at  which  all  matters  relating  to  paro- 
chial affairs  are  discussed,  and  settled  by  votes 
if  any  dispute  arise :  the  Overseers  and  Church- 
wardens have  no  superior  voice  in  the  decision 
over  any  other  Rate-payer.               J.  T.  T. 

35. — There  is  no  interference  by  the  Overseers  or 
Parish  Officers,  as  they  always  go  by  the  valua- 
tion. 

3S  Fast  diminishing  since  1819,  but  I  by  no  means 

attribute  the  diminution  to  the  increase  of  the 
Poor  Rates  alone,  which  are  rather  the  effect 
than  the  cause.                               J.  T.  T. 

36. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  general  infe- 
riority of  the  land. 

^7  Our  T^flhniirprs  are  finite  as  efficient  workmen  as 

ever,  and  where  paid  well  (say  2s.  per  day)  are 
well  satisfied,  and  generally  honest ;  but  where 
the  Farmer,  which  too  generally  arises  from  his 
inability,  pays  less,  great  disaffection  prevails, 
and  the  Men  are  not  to  be  depended  on. 

J.  T.  T. 

Q7  Thp  T>aboiirers  ^narticularlv  the  vouncr  ones^  are 

not  so  good  workmen  as  formerly. 

to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS  i.f)r,c 


County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ISLE  OF  WIGHT.  (3) 

(WINCHESTER)  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW- 
HYDE.  (3) 

Name  illegible. 

Samuel  Pring,  33,  34,  35. 

W.  Simonds. 

 No;  more  Labourers  might  be  beneficially  em- 
ployed, but  the  Farmers  allege  an  incapability, 
from  the  depressed  slate  of  agriculture. 

28.— 

29. — None  that  I  am  aware  of. 

29. — None  between  those  of  equal  ability  and  strength. 

30. — Do  not  exceed  3s.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  Rack-rent  for 
the  whole  Island.     Quantum  to  be  raised  in  the  respective  Pa- 
rishes being  fixed  at  the  time  of  the  consolidation,  is  at  present 
unequal. 

SC- 

31.— Increased  in  1831,  compared  with  1830,  and  de- 
creasing a  little  in  the  year  1832. 

SI.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  the  Poor  of  the  whole  Island 
being  under  the  management  of  a  Corporation  called 
the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

32.— 

33. — All  the  Parishes  in  the  Island  are  consolidated 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  Corpor- 
ation of  Guardians  issue  to  the  Parishes  quarterly 
their  warrants  for  the  amount  each  has  to  pay. 

S.P. 

33. — A  Vestry;  public  notice  of  which  intended  Meet- 
ing is  previously  given  by  the  Overseer. 

34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  all  the  Rate- 
payers in  open  Vestry.                         S.  P. 

oi. — The  Vestry  at  their  Meetings.  Any  person  who 
feels  himself  aggrieved  by  the  amount  charged 
to  him  has  the  power  of  Appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions.  This  remedy  is  so  expensive  that  it 
is  very  seldom  resorted  to. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Ovei-seers  of  the  Parish 
always  give  notice  of  a  Vestry  for  granting  a 
Rate  to  enable  them  to  collect  the  amount 
required.     Every  Rate-payer  has  a  voice  in 
Vestry.    It  has  been  held  by  some  of  the  Over- 
seers, that  they  have  the  right  to  make  the  Rate 
without  calling  a  Vestry ;  but  they  have  never 
done  so..  S..P. 

35.- — The  Overseers,  and  each  Rate-payer  who  may 
attend  the  Vestry,  vote,  and  the  majority  01 
Votes  decides  the  question.  This  gives  a  mani- 
fest preponderance  to  the  small  Rate-payers, 
who  are  Householder?,  and  much  more  nume- 
rous than  the  Land  Occupiers,  who  are  necessi- 
tated to  employ  all  the  redundant  Labourers, 
whether  Farm  Servants  or  Tradesmen. 

36. — Decreasing,  though  not  altogether  owing  to  the 
increased  Poor  Rates,  which  are  much  higher 
than  they  were;  the  reduced  prices  of  corn ;  the 
difficulty  in  getting  temporary  accommodations, 
from  the  alteration  in  the  Currency ;  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  one  pound  notes ;  the  re-issue 
of  which  would  add  to  the  floating  capital,  and 
be  beneficial  to  him,  to  the  Labourer,  and  the 
whole  community. 

36. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing.  The  maintenance  of 
all  classes  of  Poor  fiilling  principally  on  the 
Land,  appears  to  me  to  be  one  cause» 

37. — They  may  be  as  good  workmen  as  they  wei'e,  but 
their  inclination  to  work  is  lessened.  This  arises 
from  the  knowledge  that  their  Families  must  be 
maintained  from  the  Poor  Rates,  if  they  cannot 
get  work;  and  this,  added  to  the  great  increase 
of  Pauper  Population,  makes  many  of  them  in- 
different as  to  getting  work,  and  negligent  when 
they  have  obtained  it. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing. 

P.  L.  (B.^— Part  III.                                     3  x 
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County  of  Southampton — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WINCHESTER,  (ST.  FAITH.)  (i) 

W  I  N  S  L  A  D  E.  (2) 

W.  Simonds, 

Overseer. 

John  Orde, 

Rector. 

28. — Not  so  employed. 

28.— No. 

29. — None,  of  equal  ability  and  strength. 

29. — When  regularly  employed,  very  trifling,  but  by 
the  r'arish  considerable. 

30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  Rack-rent. 

oO. — OS.  4a.  1  ne  lanci  is  rated  at  an  old  Kent ;  say 
about  one  half  of  present  value. 

31. — Increased  about  10/. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry,  at  Meetings  held  for 
that  purpose. 

33. — The  Parish  of  Winslade  is  very  small,  and  the 

Overseer  generally  decides  the  amount  of,  and  when  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  collect,  the  Rate,  having  it  previously  allowed  by 
two  Magistrates.  In  more  populous  Parishes,  the  amount  of 
the  Rate  necessary  is  decided  by  a  Vestry  convened  for  the 
purpose. 

34. — The  same. 

3't. — All  Occupiers  of  lands  or  houses  are  rated  by  the 
Vestry  Meeting  held  at  Easter,  upon  the 
amount  of  Rem  then  fixed.  Appeals  are  made 
to  the  next  General  Quarter  Sessions. 

35. — By  a  majority  of  Votes  at  the  Vestry  Meetings. 

35. — The  Overseer  decides  solely. 

36. — Dimniishing;   partly  attributable  lo  the  Poor 
Laws,  inasmuch  as  Paupers  of  all  classes  are 
mainly  supported  by  the  Land.    In  this  Parish 
a  large  proportion  of  the  Rates  is  paid  to 
Tradesmen  and  their  Families. 

—  1  ll  ini  n  1 C  rl  1  n  rr  Ilirilct^ntallllT          T^r»£i    T^<-»r\i.   T  ntire  nra 

OU.  x/lllllliiallllJ^  J IJU lau U taUi V .       X  iJc    JTOUi  JLiUWS  cLiG 

one  considerable  cause,  bnt  not  of  that  magni- 
tude which  is  usually  represented.  The  ex- 
pences  of  the  Farmer  and  his  Family  have 
risen  beyond  his  means,  and  a  Farm  does  not 
supply  in  return  the  wherewithal  to  meet  the 
increased  expenditure. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing. 

37. — In  this  Parish,  the  Labourers,  from  being  always 

employed  in  regular  labour,  are  as  industrious  as  formerly  ; 
but  throughout  the  neiglibourhood,  they  are  considerably  worse  : 
being  often  unemploved,  or  set  upon  the  road  at  very  reduced 
wages,  they  become  indifferent  as  to  character.  By  the  beer 
shops,  which  are  opened  in  almost  every  village,  their  moraU 
are  further  injured,  and  all  habits  of  industry  weakened. 

Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Southampton — continued. 


A  N  S  W  E  R  & 


EAST  WOODHAY.  (i) 

ST.  LAWRENCE,  WOOTTON.  (2) 

Douglas  Hodgson, 

Rector. 

William  Budd, 

Overseer. 

28. — No. 

28.— No. 

29. — Yes,  by  5s.  or  45.  weekly,  except  in  Harvest,  when 
they  usually  work  by  the  piece. 

29. — Yes;  if  paid  from  Poor's  Rate,  while  employed, 
single  Men,  is.  per  day. 

SO. — About  6s.  Bd.,  estimated  on  a  valuation  made  in 

1818,  on  two  thirds  of  the  Rent,  which  now  in  many  cases  comes 
up  to,  and  in  some  cases  exceeds,  the  Rack-rent. 

30. — 12s.,  estimated  at  about  two  thirds  Rent. 

31. — Increased  and  increasing. 

31. — Increased. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry  now ;  we  have  an  Assistant 
Overseer :  the  effect  is  good,  but  not  so  good  as 
it  might  be. 

32.— No. 

33. — When  the  amount  of  the  previous  Rate  is  nearly 
expended,  a  \s.  8d.  Rate  is  made  by  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  on  all  the  rated  property 
of  the  Parish ;  this  is  signed  by  two  Magistrates, 
then  proclaimed  in  Church,  and  collected. 

33.— 

34;. — Accoi'ding  to  a  valuation  in  1818,  on  four  fifths 

of  Rack-rent.  In  any  change  of  lands  or  division  of  property 
which  was  rated  in  the  lump  in  1818,  the  parties  usually  settle 
among  themselves  in  what  proportions  the  whole  amount  of 
Rate  shall  be  distributed  ;  so  that  the  rated  property  of  the 
Parish  always  continues  the  same.  In  case  of  the  parties  not 
being  able  to  agree,  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  would 
settle  the  division ;  but  they  have  never  been  called  upon  to 
do  so. 

34.— 

35. — The  ordering  and  collecting  of  the  Rates  belong 
entirely  to  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens. 
The  Vestry  do  not  interfere,  except  to  pass  the 
Accounts  at  Lady-day,  previous  to  their  allow- 
ance by  two  Magistrates. 

35.— 

36. — Much  the  same  as  heretofore,  but  it  is  not  so  pro- 
fitably employed,  and  has  a  tendency  to  diminish, 
not  so  much  owing  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws,  as  the  short-sightedness  of  the 
Farmer.  The  remedy  would  be  in  some  sort  of 
Labour  Rate. 

36.— 

37. — They  work  as  well,  and  as  industriously,  if  fairly 
paid. 

37.— 
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County  of  Southampton—  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WYMERING.  (3) 

Y  ATE  LEY.  (3) 

J.  Henville, 

Vicarage. 

Wm.  Gihlett,     1  ^ 

r>  -  1    TT    1  ■      t  Overseers. 

Rich.  Hawkins,  J 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — Yes;  and  is  a  most  shameful  practice,  which  in- 
tluces  early  maiiiagesj  iiie  Uciut;  oi  iiic  j  <jui 
Man,  and  the  ultimate  cause  of  heavy  expenses 
to  the  Parish. 

29. — No. 

30. — 

30. — 5s.,  at  Rack-rent. 

31.— 

31.— No. 

32.— 

32. — No. 

33. — A  Meeting  of  the  Parisliioners,  assembled  accord- 
ing to  a  previous  notice  given  out  in  the  Church, 
at  which  a  Rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  (about  half 
of  the  Rental  of  the  Parish)  is  made. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  OverseerSj  with  the  con- 
currence  of  the  Parish.                        W.  G. 

3'i. — The  Vestry  assembled;  but  the  Rate  is  seldom 
altered,  except  upon  application  that  a  change 
has  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  occupation 
of  the  land,  or  a  diminution  in  the  value  of  the 
premises. 

34. — According  to  a  valuation  made  some  time  since 
by  the  Churshwardens  and  Overseers,  whether 
in  land  and  houses,  or  both.                 W.  G. 

35. — I  have  been  the  Curate  of  this  Parish  for  upwards 
of  30  years,  during  which  there  has  been  no 
difference  of  opinion.     We  abide  by  an  old 
valuation  of  the  Parish,  but  are  always  willing 
and  ready  to  attend  to  any  complaint. 

35. — The  Parish  interfere  only  when  it  is  necessary  to 
make  any  alteration  in  any  person's  Rate. 

/r.  Cr. 

36. —  Ihe  rarmers  liere  are  m  nourishmg  circum- 
stances.   Their  capital  has  not  all  been  di- 
minished by  the  Poor  Laws. 

36". — ^Diminishing;  the  cause  I  do  not  know. 

S7. — I  believe  the  Labourers  would  willingly  work 
with  as  much  alacrity  as  formerly,  if  they  re- 
ceived  an   adequate   remuneration  for  their 
labour. 

37. — ^^Industry  decreasing,  and  worse  workmen. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  4.39 


County  of  ST A¥ If ORD— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  BARR  Township,  (Aldridge  Parish.)  (3) 

B  I  D  D  U  L  P  H.  (3) 

J.  Brindley, 

Chapel  warden. 

John  Bateman, 

Knypersley  Hall. 

28.— Labourers  are  not  employed  very  regularly ;  some 

Farmers'  capital  being  nearly  exhausted,  cannot  employ  tliem  ; 
others  that  can  find  capital,  employ  more. 

28. — 

29. — The  married  Men  have  more  wages  than  the 

single,  generally  speaking;  the  single  Men  are  hired  Ser- 
vants, and  have  bed  and  board.     If  single  Men  arc  employed 
as  Labourers,  they  have  the  same  as  married  ones,  either  by  the 
piece  or  day  work,  if  as  good  workmen. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — About  45.  in  the  pound  per  year,  at  Rack-rent,  to 

the  Poor,  Constable,  and  County  Rates,  1?.  to  the  Church  and 
Chapel,  having  to  pay  to  the  Mother  Church,  and  Is.  Highways. 

30.— 

31.  Increased  the  last  year,  and  have  been  increasing 

for  the  last  20  years  ;  at  which  period  they  were  not  so  much 
as  one  half  of  the  present  amount. 

31.— 

32.— Not  a  Select  Vestry ;  we  have  a  Vestry  Clerk, 

that  is  also  an  Assistant  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  Surveyor  of 
the  Highways,  &c.,  and  we  consider  it  of  very  good  etfect. 

32.— 

i,'z. — The  Chapelvvarden,  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
have  the  general  control  in  the  business  of  the 
Township. 

33. — Four  Meetings  of  the  Ley-payers  take  place  an- 
nually (one  in  each  Quarter),  at  which  the 
Overseers'  Accounts  are  examined,  and  the  Rate 
for  the  ensuing  Quarter  determined  upon. 

Si. — The  Vestry  Clerk,  by  order  of  the  Overseers, 
writes  out  a  regular  Assessment  (which  has  been 
.  made  within  the  last  3  years  by  2  Surveyors  for 
the  Township),  every  time  a  Rate  is  granted, 
for  either  od.  or  lOd.  in  the  pound,  as  may  be 
wanted  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  month, 
that  is  signed  by  the  Payers  in  Vestry  assembled, 
and  afterwards  signed  by  2  Magistrates. 

34'. — The  Overseer  calculates,  from  the  Assessment 
Book  of  the  Rarish,  the  amount  to  be  paid  by 
each  person,  and  any  alteration,  when  necessary, 
is  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  Payers. 

35. — The  Chapelwarden  and  Overseers  generally 
sign  the  Rate  and  Order  Book  at  the  Monthly 
Meeting;  but  it  is  not  considered  necessary 
that  it  should  be  signed  by  any  one  but  the 
Chapelwarden  and  Overseer,  if  they  are  present 
in  Vestry ;  if  not,  any  2  or  3  Payers  attending 
in  Vestry  are  considered  sufficient. 

35. — ^An  Answer  to  this  Question  rendered  superfluous, 
by  the  Answers  to  the  first  and  second  Ques- 
tions (Nos.  34  and  35). 

36. — Diminishing  very  much  :  Parish  Rates  being  now- 
full  double  what  they  were  20  years  past,  such 
additional  burden  must  to  that  extent  diminish 
the  Farmers'  capital. 

36. — Gradually  diminishing;  not  from  any  cause  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — ^Very  much  diminished,  and  very  few  good  Work- 
men, comparatively  speaking,  to  what  they  were  from  20  to 
SO  years  past ;  they  take  no  pains  when  they  are  young  to  learn 
to  work  well,  and  the  Parents  do  not  put  them  to  work  as  they 
used  to  do ;  they  seem  to  have  lost  that  pride  they  formerly  had 
of  keeping  themselves  and  Families  from  Parochial  relief; 
they  seem  to  prefer  keeping  their  Children  to  school,  instead 
of  teaching  them  the  employment  which  would  be  most  useful 
to  them  in  their  situation  in  life,  and  to  the  Country  at  large. 

37. — As  industrious  as  fornierl}';  spending  less  in 
public  houses,  owing  probably  to  the  wavit  of 
means. 
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County  of  Stafford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CLIFTON  and  HAUNTON  Townships,  (Cufton 
Campville  Parish.)  (3) 

COLTON.  (1) 

Robert  Taylor, 

Rector  and  J.  P. 

C.  Landor,  Rector. 
John  Yeates,  Churchwarden.    Wm.  Harvey,  Overseer. 

28. — One  Labourer  to  every  50  acres. 

28. — Labourers  not  employed  according  to  occupation^ 

J.  r. 

W.  H. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — Not  any,  except  employed  by  the  Parish. 

J.  Y. 
W.  H. 

30. — 2s.  9d.  Rack-rent;  which  discharges  the  Poor, 
Highway,  Constable,  and  County  Assessments. 

30. — Is.  9d.                                              J.  Y. 

W.  H. 

31. — Nearly  equal. 

31. — They  have  increased.                    •      J.  Y. 

W.  H. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — Not  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer.  It 
has  a  good  effect.                                J.  Y. 

W.  H. 

33. — Three  Five- penny  Levies  are  the  average  annual 

expenditure  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor.  At  those  periods,  that 
is,  every  four  months,  the  Overseer,  on  his  judgment,  decides 
upon  and  collects  the  Bate.  If  there  be  a  surplus  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  it  is  carried  to  the  next  year's  Account;  if  a  deficiency, 
it  is  supplied  by  a  Penny  Rate. 

33. — A  meeting  of  Rate-payers  is  called  once  a  month, 
"  to  do  Parish  business," 
The  Persons  who  assemble  in  consequence  of  the 
call  are  considered  to  be  a  Vestry. 

a  L, 

34. — This  being  an  Agricultural  Parish,  the  Overseer 
apportions  the  Rate  to  the  acreage  of  each  oc- 
cupier. 

34. — The  Vestry,  according  to  an  antient  Parish  Rate, 
which  I  think  very  equal,  though  some  think 
otherwise.                                      C.  L. 

35. — The  Vestry  has  never  occasion  to  interfere  with  the 
decision  of  the  Overseer. 

35. — The  Overseers  attend  to  any  contingency  which 
may  occur  between  the  Monthly  Meetings  ;  but 
the  Vestry  (of  which  the  Overseers  are  members) 
decides  on  all  regular  disbursements.    C.  L. 

Sfi  T~)imini<;hed      Asrrihpd  to   the  nressure  of  the 

Poor  in  part. 

36. — Fatally  diminished  to  many  industrious  Farmers, 
and  frightfully  to  all.    Much  owing  to  the 
operation  of  the  Poor  Laws  ;  much  to  want  of 
protection  to  the  Farmer,  who  has  little  increase 
of  price,  when  he  has  great  decrease  of  produce. 

C.  L. 

37. — Stationary. 


37. — Not  better,  though  with  improved  tools.  Many 
more  idle.  C.  L. 


a  L. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Stafford — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


COLWICH.  (1) 

CRAKEMARSH  Township,  (Uttoxeter  Parish.) 

(3) 

A.  J-  Ram,  Curate. 

Jno.  Finley,  Curate,  33,  34,  35. 

•j5o»~~"i.'io  1  eguiui  sysicin  oi  mis  soii.  auupicu. 

Sir  Chas.  Cotton  Sheppard,  Bart.  J.  P. 

29. — Not  any. 

29.— No, 

30. — 5d.  in  the  pound,  on  three  fourths  of  Rack-rent. 
Generally  5  Rates  per  annum. 

30.— 

31. — They  were  about  the  usual  standard. 

31. — Rather  decreased,  excepting  those  only  for  the 
County. 

32. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry;  but  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer is  employed. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer.   The  effect  beneficial. 

33. — The  Parish  in  Vestry  assembled  determine  what 
money  shall  be  raised  each  year.  As  many 
Rates  are  granted  as  are  necessary,  generally 
5  in  the  year.                                     J.  F. 

33. — The  amount  of  Levies  raised  in  this  Parish  is 
guided  entirely  by  the  demand  of  the  Overseers: 
they  give  notice  that  so  many  Levies  are  wanted, 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  sign  the  Levy-book,  and 
the  Magistrates  afterwards  sign  it  also:  both  these 
operations  are  considered  more  ceremonious. 

34. — The  Parish  has  lately  been  valued,  and  the  Pa- 
rishioners pay  in  proportion  to  the  property. 
5d.  in  the  pound  is  paid  each  Rate,  upon  the 
annual  value.  The  Vestry  determined  that  the 
Parish  be  thus  valued.                         J.  F. 

34. — This  is  done  by  the  Levy-book,  which  is  according 

to  an  old  valuation  made  in  this  Parish  more  than  50  years 
ago.  It  was,  I  understand,  agreed  to  at  the  time  by  all  parties 
interested,  and  has  continued  ever  since,  «ith  some  occasional 
alterations  and  amendments,  but  tlie  Inhabitants  and  Occupiers 
are  now  calling  out  for  a  new  Rate,  which  will  be  attended 
with  an  expence  of  several  hundred  pounds,  and  it  is  feared  will 
create  much  dissatisfaction,  and  perhaps  some  lawsuits. 

35. — The  Overseers  never  act  independently  of  the 
Vestry.  The  part  taken  by  the  Vestry  have 
been  stated  in  answer  to  the  other  Queries. 

J.F. 

35. — The  Vestry  acquiesce  in  the  demands  of  the 
Overseer,  considering  they  have  no  power  to 
withhold  the  Levies,  when  the  demands  of  the 
Poor  require  them. 

36. — Diminishing.  The  cause  to  be  attributed  to  beinff 
too  highly  rented.  If  the  Farmer  paid  less 
Rent,  he  could,  and  it  is  believed  he  would, 
employ  more  hands,  and  so  lessen  the  Poor's 
Rates. 

36. — Decreasing;  but  this  cannot  be  attributed  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  as  the  Rates 
have  not  been  increasing,  except  for  those  of 
the  Parish,  which,  within  the  last  year,  have 
increased,  owing  to  the  rebuilding  of  Bridges 
and  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  County  Gaol. 

37. — No  difference  in  this  respect. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  general  is  much 
as  usual ;  sopie  persons  more  knowledge  than 
formerly,  particularly  in  the  system  of  under- 
draining. 
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County  of  Staffohd — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


E  D  I  N  G  A  L  L.  (3) 

L  O  N  G  D  O  N.  (1) 

Ediud.  Dewsbury. 

James  Cooke, 
Assistant  Overseer  for  the  last  Sixteen  Years. 

28. — None. 

28. — Not  apportioned  by  any  rule.  Every  Farmer  is 
free  to  employ  whom  he  pleases,  and  the  La- 
bourers are  free. 

29. — None ;  unless  they  force  employment,  and  go  by 

1 

round. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made  but  to  such  as  trouble 

the  Parish  for  employment,  and  those  are  paid  no  more  than 
sufficient  for  their  maintenance.  Single  Men  are  generally 
employed  as  Farm  Servants,  lodging  and  boarding  with  their 
Employers. 

30. — Poor  Rate,  'Is.  2c?.,  about  two  thirds  value ;  High- 
ways, 6d. ;  Church,  3d.  in  the  pound. 

.^0.— — 2v  fi^A  in  thp  noimfl  iinnn  tVip  full  nnniml  vnliip 
which  is  rated  by  3s.  ^d.  in  the  pound  upon 
three  fourths  of  such  value. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select  Vestry : 
the  Poor  are  sufficiently  relieved,  and  all  reason- 
able parties  are  satisfied. 

33. — The  Overseer  applies  to  the  Parish  Meeting: 
the  books  are  examined,  and,  if  found  satisfac- 
tory, a  new  Rate  is  granted  by  the  persons 
present. 

33.— 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Person  is  decided  by  a 
valuation,  and  equal  Rate  made  expressly  for 
that  purpose. 

34-.— 

35. — There  is  no  difference  in  respect  to  interference, 
all  Payers  being  allowed  to  speak  if  they  have 
any  thing  to  say ;  but,  in  general,  the  assent  of 
the  larger  Payers  is  expected  to  all  measures  of 
any  magnitude. 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — It  does  not  appear  to  vary  materially  of  late,  but 
is  considerably  less  than  it  was  previous  to  the 
depression  in  the  price  of  corn. 

37. — 

37. — Our  Labourers  are  now  as  good  workmen  as 
they  have  been  at  any  previous  period. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  4*3  c 

County  of  Stafford— conlinued. 
ANSWERS. 


R  O  C  E  S  T  E  R.  (3) 


Thos.  Wood,  Assistant  Overseer. 

M.  A.  Whyte,  J.  P.,  whose  Answers  also  apply  to  the  Parish  of"  Ellastone  and  the  adjoining  parts  of  Derbyshire. 
28.— No.  T.  W. 


29.-NO.  .  T.W. 

I  believe  there  is  no  difference  where  there  are  any  unmarried  Labourers,  which  however  is  rarely  the  case. 

M.  A.  W. 


30.  — 2s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  by  Valuation  made  in  1802.  T.  W. 

31.  — Much  the  same.  T.  W. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  effect  has  been  very  beneficial  to  the  Parish. 

T.  W. 

33.  — The  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  in  Vestry  assembled  once  a  month  determine  when  a  fresh  Rate  shall  be 

made,  and  it  is  set  as  circumstances  require  to  be  a  Rate  of  Is.  or  Gd.  in  the  pound  on  the  property  in 
the  Parish,  according  to  a  Valuation  made  30  years  ago.  T.  W. 


34. — The  amount  of  the  Rate  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  decided  by  the  Valuation  mentioned  in  the 
Answer  to  Query  33.  T.  W. 


35. — The  inhabitants  meet  in  the  Vestry  the  first  Monday  in  every  month,  when  the  Accounts  for  the  preceding 
month  are  laid  before  them  to  be  audited  ;  and  whenever  the  money  in  hand  is  expended,  a  new  Rate  is 
agreed  upon  by  the  inhabitants  so  assembled.  The  advantage  to  the  Rate-payers,  and  benefit  indeed  to  the 
Poor  themselves,  have  been  found  to  result,  by  hclding  open  Vestries  monthly,  and  strict  attention 
thereto.  T.  W, 


36. — I  am  much  afraid  that  the  Agricultural  Capital  of  this  neighbourhood  has  diminished  of  late  considerably. 
But  I  do  not  attribute  such  diminution  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws;  at  least  that  cause  can  have  operated  hereabout  to  a  small  extent  in  the  diminution  which  has 
taken  place.  M.  A.  W. 


37. — Very  much  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  some  time.    Some  always  were  idle,  and  still  remain  so. 
Others  are  and  were  always  willing  to  work.  M.  A.  W. 


P.  L,  (B.>— Part  IlL 


444  c 


APPENDIX  TO  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


I 

[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Stafford — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


SHENSTONE. 

Edward  Groves. 

J.  A.  Tanks,  Vestry  Clerk  and  Assistant  Overseer. 


(2) 


28. — If  this  relates  to  Houserow  Men,  they  go  their  rounds  according  to  the  extent  of  occupation,  but  there  are 
very  few  persons  out  of  regular  work.  (j,    j;  j*^ 


29. — No  distinction.  £^  j 


30.  — 2s.  \d.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  of  the  Rack-rent.  E.  G.    J.  A.  T. 

31.  — Same  for  the  last  three  years.    Five  levies,  at  5d.  in  the  pound.  E.  G.    J.  A.  T. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer.    Not  much  alteration.  E.  G.    J.  A.  T. 


33. — The  Overseers  state  to  the  Vestry  when  they  have  expended  a  Rate,  and  the  Vestry  grant  another,  which 
is  signed  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  afterwards  allowed  by  the  Magistrates,  and  notice  given 
in  the  Church  of  the  allowance.  jr  A.  T. 


34. — We  go  by  an  Assessment  over  the  whole  of  the  Parish,  and  an  equal  Rate  is  made  out  by  the  Vestry  Clerk. 

J.  A.  T. 


35. — Every  matter  of  moment  is  laid  before  the  Vestry:  if  not  unanimously  agreed  to,  it  is  determined  by  vote; 
each  Parishioner  who  attends  votes,  and  this  vote  is  considered  of  as  much  weight  as  an  Officer's. 

J.  A.  T. 


36. — Much  diminished,  but  not  from  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  JE.  G. 


37. — No  alteration  in  this  respect.    The  Labourers  are  generally  industrious,  and  good  workmen.    E.  G. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONEUS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Stafford— cow/mwed 


ANSWERS. 


S  E  D  G  E  L  E  Y.  (i) 

T  E  T  T  E  N  H  A  L  L.  (3) 

Vicar. 

Henry  Hill,  J.  P.,  whose  Answers  apply  also 
to  Wolverhampton. 

28. — Not. 

28.— 

 _i  —  

29. — None. 

29. — None  on  account  of  being  married  or  single. 

30. — Six  Rates  of  \0d.  in  the  pound  paid  last  year,  at 
an  assessment  of  one  half  value. 

SC- 

31.— Neither.    A  Vestry  Clerk,  with  salary  of  50^. 

SI.— 

32.— 

32.— 

33. — It  is  decided  in  the  open  Vestry,  which  meets  once 
a  fortnight,  or  once  a  month,  and  which  is  usu- 
ally attended  by  some  10  or  12  of  the  Farmers; 
but  practically  the  Overseers  decide,  for  I  never 
knew  a  Rate  refused,  if  they  pressed  for  it, 

■I" n  r»  1 1  rrn  f  n £i  r^r'^i'ir i r\ii  c  r?  q  f"P  W  n  t PC  m  n  \1  v\c\t  n a \7P 
LllUU^li  IIJC  |JlcVlwlld  XVci LC  yji.  xl/clLCS  iiJ<lJ^'  livf t  lid V  c 

been  one  half  collected. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

34. — The  same  as  before  to  Query  33,  except  that  the 
Vestry  Clerk  and  Collectors  here  often  decide 
without  so  much  as  consulting  the  Overseer, 
excusing  poor  or  unfortunate  persons  fi'om  the 
whole  or  part  of  each  levj',  at  their  own  discre- 
tion, or  to  save  themselves  trouble. 

34. — The  Overseers,  assisted  by  the  Select  Vestry  in 
difficult  cases,  when  the  Overseers  call  upon  the 
Select  Vestry  for  their  advice. 

35. — The  manner  in  which  the  Overseers  usually  carry 
their  pomt  is  this:  Vestry,  Why  do  you  not 
first  collect  the  last  Rate  close  up,  before  we 
grant  a  new  one  ?  Overseer,  How  can  you  ask 
me  such  a  question  when  you  know  I  am  200^. 
out  of  pocket?  (which  they  usually  are.)  Vestry, 
Well,  it  is  very  hard ;  we  must  let  them  have  it. 

35. — The  Overseers  determine  the  Rates  and  other 
matters,  and  apply  to  the  Select  Vestry  only 
when  they  wish  for  their  assistance. 

36. — There  is  no  evidence  of  any  decrease  of  Capital 
employed  in  Agriculture  attributable  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Decreasing;  not  attributable  to  Poor  Laws,  but 
to  prices  of  produce  being  lower  than  the  Rent 
justifies. 

37. — The  best  workmen  in  these  parts  are  usually  the 
least  industrious. 

37. — The  Labourers  have  generally  deteriorated,  and 
the  Manufacturers  also ;  chiefly  owing  to  low 
wages  and  the  temptations  to  idleness  and 
drunkenness  held  out  by  Beer  Shops,  and  dis- 
content with  their  state  produced  by  Political 
Unions,  &c. 
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County  of  STATFORD^conH?iued. 


ANSWERS. 


Foreign  of  WALSALL.  (i) 

WALSALL  BOROUGH  Township. 

Henri/  Daignan, 

Vestry  Clerk  and  Assistant  Overseer. 
8. — They  are  not. 

Henry  Lucas, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

29. — No;  none. 

29. — None  whatever. 

30. — We  collect  85.  in  the  pound  per  annum;  the 

ttoacsoiiicui,  ueiiig  iiidue  upon  nouses  at  about  one  third  of  the 
Rack-rent,  and  one  fourth  upon  the  land. 

30. — About    125.    in    the   nound  npi-  mnnm  o^,^ 
— u.    ..1          jjuuiiu  fjLi   annum,  and 

estimated  at  one  third  of  the  Rack-rent. 

31.— No. 

31. — No  difference  whatever. 

32.— We  have  both,  and  find  them  of  great  benefit. 

32.— We  have  both  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant 

Overseer,  thp  rff'f^rt       h/VuV'K  lioc  K.-..-.n  « 
v^»v,jovt.i,  iiic  tiitci  ui  wiiicn  nas  ueen  to  re- 
duce considerably  the  Poor  Rates. 

33.— 

33. — The  amount  of  money  raised  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor  during  the  year  is  of  course  determined 
according  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  year. 
The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens,  together 
with  the  Select  Vestry,  when  a  Rate  is  to  be 
raised. 

34.— 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each   Rate-payer  is  de- 
termined by  the  general  Assessment,  but  the 
Overseers  and  Vestry  decide  what  sum  in  the 
pound  each  Rate  upon  the  Assessment  is  to  be, 
which  of  late  has  been  invariably  Ss.  in  the 
pound. 

35.— 

35.— The  Overseers  and  Vestry,  conjointly,  decide  all 
Parochial    matters    (unless   extra  important 
business,  when  the  whole  Township  is  sum- 
moned in  General  Vestry),  save  and  except 
what  may  arise  in  the  intermediate  space  be- 
tween the  meetings  of  the  Vestry,  then  the 
Overseers,  with  the  advice  of  the  Assistant 
Overseer,  decide ;  such  decisions  are  afterwards 
brought  before  the  Vestry  at  their  next  meeting 
for  revision. 

36. — Diminishing  greatly,  owing  to  heavv  Rents  and 
lithe,  and  to  the  yearly  produce  making  less 
money  than  formerly. 

Jo- — -naving  little  or  no  agricultural  capital  employed 
in  this  Township,  am  unable  to  come  at  any 
specific  conclusion  on  the  subject;  but  think  it 
must  be  diminishing. 

37. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  aheration. 

S7»  Not  less  industrious  than  fnrmprl v    tV»Q<-  T  orv* 

aware  of;  but  am  fearful  more  demoralized.  The 
New  Beer  Bill  has  opened  a  wide  door  to  the 
lower  orders  for  profligacy  and  intoxication, 
which  begets  idleness,  and,  in  the  end,  must 
cause  much  domestic  misery,  as  well  as  national 
degradation. 

Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  SUFFOLK — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ALL  SAINTS  with  ST.  NICHOLAS.  (3) 

B  A  R  N  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (3) 

Jatnes  Coats, 

Acting  Overseer. 

Geo.  Hunt, 

Rector. 

28. — Not  apportioned  according  to  any  of  these  ways ; 

but  we  had  about  15  Men  and  Lads  out  of  EmploymeHt  in 
May  last,  and  we  apportioned  them  by  tlie  Assessment  to  fair 
employers. 

28. — No  arrangement. 

29. — When  work  is  scarce,  which  generally  happens 
in  the  Summer,  from  want  of  money  with  the 
Farmers,  the  single  Men  submit  to  lower  wages 
tnan  a  ivian  wiin  a  x'amiiy  can  uo. 

29. — Say  one  third  difference  to  single  Men. 

30. — 13s.  in  the  pound  was  collected,  on  a  valuation  of 
from  1 5s.  to  20s.  per  acre. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound,  or  6s.  per  acre.  Land  worth 
25s. 

31. — Increased,  from  impositions  practised  by  some 

Parishes  in  this  Hundred,  which  cause  the  Rates  in  this  Parish  to 
amount  to  13s.  in  the  pound,  when  7s.  would  pay  all  our  expences. 

31. — Last  year  nearly  doubled,  but  again  reduced  this 
quarter. 

32. — Neither;  but  we  hold  a  weekly  Vestry,  and  have 
an  additional  Overseer  to  assist  at  it,  when 
many  are  unemployed. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Directors  and  Guardians  of  the  Wangford 
Incorporation  assess  upon  this  Parish,  quarterly, 
a  sum  exceeding  our  expences  to  them,  from  6d. 
to  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  upon  the  valuation  of 
Lands  and  Houses,  &c. 

33. — At  a  Quarterly  Meeting  of  all  Rate-payers,  the 
Overseer's  Accounts  are  produced,  and  the 
proceedings  sanctioned  by  two  Magistrates. 

34. — If  any  alteration  is  required  in  the  valuation  as  it 
stands  against  each  occupier,  this  is  done  at  a 
Vestry  Meeting  called  for  the  same  purpose, 
when,  if  the  Parishioners  generally  think  no  al- 
teration is  necessary,  it  remains  for  the  com- 
plainant to  appeal  against  the  Rate,  if  he  thinks 
proper. 

34. — A  valuation  was  taken  about  twenty  years  since 
of  each  occupation,  and  the  Rate  is  paid  in 
proportion  to  that  Assessment. 

35. — I  suppose  the  answer  to  Query  33.  will  apply  to 
this  also. 

35. — There  is  generally  a  meeting  once  a  month  of 
Rate-payers  (exclusive  of  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ings), where  the  Accounts  may  be  inspected. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing.  Increase  of  Rates,  which  depend 
on  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  must 
decrease  the  Capital  of  the  Farmer,  when  the 
price  of  corn  does  not  pay  the  expences. 

37— 

37. — Diminishing. 
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County  of"  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  A  R  S  H  A  M.  (3) 

GREAT  BEALINGS.  (1&3) 

W.  M.  Atkinson, 

Overseer. 

Ed.  Moore,  J.  P. 

28. — None. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

^9. — None. 

29. — A  difference  is  made  by  most  Employers  in  day 

work.  In  harvest,  threshing,  hoeing,  and  piece-work,  little  or 
none.  Some  Farming  Men  living  with  their  Parents  some- 
times get  only  6s.  or  7s. 

30. — OS.  in.  me  pouuuj  aiiu  iiiuicdaiug. 

30. — 65.  Qd.  in  the  pound  by  the  year;  say  5s.  6d.  Poor 
Rate,  6d.  Church  Rate,  and  6d.  Highway  Rate. 

31. — Decreased  in  the  last  year,  from  more  labour 
having  been  employed. 

31. — Diminished. 

32. — There  has  not  been  one. 

32.— Neither. 

33. — The  Parish  of  Barsham  is  in  an  incorporated  Hun- 
dred, and  the  Guardians  and  Directors  assess  the 
Parish  at  such  a  sum  as  is  requisite  for  the  above 
purposes.    Such  Assessment  is  confirmed  by  the 
Magistrates  assembled  in  Quarter  Sessions.  The 
money  is  raised  by  a  Quarterly  Rate,  ordered  in  a 
vestry  meeting  of  the  Parish. 

33. — The  Overseer  of  the  Poor  exclusively. 

34,. — A  Valuation  of  the  Parish  was  made  some  years 
ago;  and,  according  to  that  Valuation,  each 
Rate-payer  is  charged. 

34. — The  Overseers.  On  any  change  of  occupation  or 
value,  alteration  is  made  by  them,  after  consult- 
ing me  as  resident  Magistrate.  The  thing  is 
fairly  done,  and  there  is  little  dissatisfaction. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  merely  interfere  as 
individual  Occupiers  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Parish. 

> 

35. — Exclusively  by  the  Overseers.  Notice  of  a  Vestry 
is  given  in  Church,  but  it  is  rarely  attended. 

36. — 

36. — Diminishing.  I  attribute  the  decrease  to  Parochial 
• 

mismanagement  more  than  any  other  cause. 

37.— 

37. — Our  Labourei's  are  sufficiently  industrious;  and 
so  they  would  be  in  other  Parishes,  with  fair 
wages  for  fair  work :  and  if  Farmers  could  be 
induced  to  act  on  the  persuasion  that  it  is  the 
cheapest  way  of  maintaining  a  population  which 
{            must  be  maintained  somehow  or  other,  the  La- 
bourers would  return  to  habits  of  industry. 

Answers  to  Questions.]        THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  E  C  C  L  E  S.  (3) 

B  E  N  II  A  L  L.        ■  (3) 

J.  A.  Love, 

Overseer. 

Robert  Brightuiell, 

Overseer. 

28. — A  system  of  classing  one  Man  to  every  assessment 
of  50/.    ijlllast  year  the  Iradesmen  objecteu  to  it, 
having  no  employment  for  Farmers'  Labourers. 

28. — Not  now  apportioned. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — JNo  distinction. 

30.— 2s.  3c?.  at  about  two  thirds. 

30. — 145.  6d.  in  the  pound  for   the   year  ending 

25th  March  1832.  Estimated  at  somewhat  more  than  one 
half  the  full  value  of  the  land  per  acre. 

31. — Increased  3d.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer,  which 
is  more  beneficial. 

32. — Neither. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  as  many  of 
the  rated  Inhabitants  in  open  Vestry. 

33. — For  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  the  Rate  is  decided 
upon  by  the  Churchwarden,  Overseers,  and 
principal  Inhabitants,  in  Vestry  assembled  for 
such  purpose. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  some  of  the 
Inhabitants,  who  are  competent  to  assist  them. 

34. — It  is  regulated  by  an  Assessment  on  the  respective 
properties  and  occupations,  under  a  general 
valuation,  continued  as  equal  as  possible. 

35. — The  Overseers  carry  their  accounts  to  the  Vestry 
every  quarter,  after  public  notice ;   the  In- 
habitants assemble,  and  allow  a  Rate  sufficient 
to  reimburse  them  for  the  expences  of  the  last 
quarter. 

35. — Under  a  prospective  estimate  of  the  expences  for 
each  succeeding  quarter,  the  Overseers  submit 
to  the  Parishioners  the  Rate  in  the  pound  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  same,  which  Rate  is  then 
assented  to. 

36.— 

36. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing,  and  in  part  at- 
tributable to  the  Poor  Laws,  but  more  par- 
ticularly for  want  of  a  better  price  for  agri- 
cultural produce. 

37.— 

37. — Diminishing. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BLY  THING  Hundred.  (3) 

ST.  MARY,  BUNGAY.  (3) 

H.  N.  Pence,  J.  P. 

Richard  Mann,  Churchwarden,  33,  34,  35. 
Richard  Earl,  Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — There  are  greater  wages  paid  to  a  Married  Man 
than  a  single  one,  consequently,  he  is  induced 
to  many  early  without  any  other  prospect  than 
the  Parish  to  maintain  his  Family. 

29. — None. 

SC- 

30.— Is.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  Rent. 

SI.— 

3L— 

32.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    A  perpetual  Overseer. 

33.— 

33. — The  inhabitants  in  Vestry,  once  a  quarter,  upon 
a  statement  from  the  Overseer  of  the  sum  which 
is  likely  to  be  wanted  for  three  months. 

R.M. 

34.— 

34. — The  Assessment  is  made  according  to  the  valu- 
ation of  the  Parish,  made  and  amended  from 
time  to  time  by  the  inhabitants  in  Vestry,  sub- 
ject to  an  Appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

KM. 

35.— 

35« — The  Overseers  act  as  individuals  in  the  same 
degree  as  other  inhabitants,  the  decision  being 
made  by  the  majority  of  Votes  at  Vestry. 

li.  M. 

36. — Diminishing  daily  ;  and  the  Land  going  very  fast 

out  of  cultivation  in  cons€quence  of  so  very  few  Labourers 
being  employed  upon  the  Land,  there  being  no  Act  to  compel 
Farmers  to  employ  Labourers  in  proportion  to  their  occupation; 
and  if  one  Man  turns  off  his  Labourer,  and  he  is  paid  from  the 
Rates,  the  others  consider  it  a  hardship  to  be  forced  to  pay  a 
proportion  of  that  Rate,  caused  by  his  neighbour's  refusing  to 
employ  his  quota,  and,  consequently,  half  the  Labourers  are 
supported  wholly  from  the  Parish  Rate  in  idleness  and  mid- 
night plunder. 

36.— 

37. — From  the  number  who  are  out  of  useful  and  con- 
stant  employ,  and  from  their  bemg  permitted  to 
congregate  in  gravel  pits  and  on  the  roads,  I  con- 
ceive the  Labourer  is  incapable  of  performing  a 
good  day's  work  ;  and  when  he  occasionally  obtains 
a  day's  work  upon  the  land,  there  is  not  more 
than  one  half  of  the  work  performed  in  the  same 
number  of  hours  as  there  was  12  or  H  years 
since. 

37.— 
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ANSWER  S. 


HOLY  TRINITY,  BUNGAY.  (3) 

C  H  E  D  I  S  T  O  N.  (3) 

Richard  Boutwright, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

George  Robinsoii. 

28.— No  regular  proportion. 

28  No  arrangement  as  to  the  employment  of  the  poor 

has  ever  been  accomplished. 

29. — No  distinction,  except  some  single  Men  are  not 
fully  employed. 

29. — In  some  few  instances.  Is.  6d.  is  saved  oftener 
in  Winter. 

30. — About  7s.  per  annum  upon  half  the  Rack  Rent. 

30. — About  8s.  6d.  in  the  pound  on  three  fourths  of 
the  rental  value  of  the  land. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

3  ] . — Increased,  with  a  prospect  of  further  augmenta- 
tion. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  more  efficient. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  a  weekly  committee  held 

at  the  Church  to  see  tlie  Men  paid.  No  Assistant  Overseer 
this  year,  but  there  has  been  one  for  several  years  prior  to  this 
time. 

33. — Holy  Trinity,  Bungay,  being  an  incorporated  pa- 
rish of  the  Warnford  hundred,  the  chief  part 
of  the  money  collected  for  the  poor  is  by  a  war- 
rant issued  quarterly  by  the  directors  of  that 
hundred,  and  according  to  the  casual  expences 
which  may  arise  to  the  parish,  which  of  course  vary. 

33. — By  our  incorporation  Act  our  Rates  are  collected 

quarterly.  Our  Directors  and  acting  Guardians  at  their 
quarterly  Meetings  ascertaining  the  expense  of  the  preceding 
quarter  of  the  incorporation,  and  looking  to  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditure in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  last  year,  calcu- 
late what  they  may  probably  be  called  upon  for  the  forth- 
coming one,  and  upon  this  data  they  issue  out  their  warrants 
to  each  parish. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  according 
to  the  assessment  made  upon  their  respective 
occupations,  and  which  assessment  was  made  by 
a  committee  of  the  Parishioners  chosen  by  a  full 
Vestry  Meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

34. — Every  parish  has  its  assessment  made  by  two  or 

more  public  land  valuers  at  different  periods  upon  whatever  is 
rateable,  with  the  exception  of  tithes,  which  till  lately  have 
not  been  separately  assessed,  and  which  stands  against  every 
person's  occupation.  Some  parishes  have  not  perhaps  been 
valued  for  60  yeais;  but  of  late,  from  the  great  increase  of 
Poor's  Rates,  many  have  been  compelled  to  undergo  a  fresh 
valuation,  but  which,  from  the  expense,  is  never  resorted  to, 
but  wlien  the  parishes  cannot  agree  amongst  themselves  to 
such  alterations  as  are  required. 

35. — These  matters  are  decided  upon  at  a  Vestry 
Meelmg  or  the  Parish  (Jmcers  and  Inhabitants 
jointly,  after  due  notice  given  at  the  Parish 
Church. 

35. — The  Parishioners  and  Overseers  at  a  Town 
Meeting  publicly  called  make  such  alterations 
in  any  person "s  amount  of  assessment  as  they 
may  think  desirable. 

36— 

36. — Fast  diminishing,  from  the  outgoings  being  greater 
than  the  receipts.  I  think  it  fair  to  attribute 
the  diminution  in  part  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

37. — There  is  a  great  difference  for  the  worse.  Not 

that  their  want  of  industry  arises  from  predisposed  inclination 
on  the  Poor  Man's  part,  but  results  from  the  ruinous  system 
we  have  been  gradually  compelled  to  pursue  towards  them  from 
want  of  employment.  They  have  been  reduced  by  Parish  Re- 
lief and  low  wages.  They  are  all  paupers,  and  both  body  and 
mind  are  enfeebled,  so  that  when  called  on  to  do  a  good  day's 
work  they  are  incapable,  being  unused  to  work  or  eat.  This 
is  melancholy  but  true,  and  is  rapidly  increasing. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CLARE.  (1) 

SAINT  CROSS.  (3) 

William  Territt,  LL.D., 

Land  Proprietor  &  Resident. 

William  Shearing, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — In  some  few  instances,  at  the  will  of  the  em- 
ployer. 

29. — None.    They  are  paid  what  they  earn. 

—  >  

30. — 95.  6c?.  per  pound,  estimated  at  four  fifths  of  the 
Rack  Rent. 

30. — 10^.  in  the  pound  for  the  last  year  on  full  value. 

31. — Little,  if  any,  difference.  Some  years  since  they 
were  much  higher. 

3L — Increased  \s.  in  the  pound. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer  has 

nppn  PITinlovPfi  Wlfn   «nmn   i^flf^r^t        A/Trwfi  micrVif 

rationally  have  been  expected. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  in  Vestry,  with  the  assistance 
of  such  Parishioners  as  attend ;  it  is  afterwards 
duly  signed  by  the  Magistrates. 

33. — A  Rate  is  made  quarterly  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
principal  Inhabitants. 

34. — A  valuation  made  nine  or  ten  years  since.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  to  alter  it  in  favour  of 
particular  persons,  but  were  frustrated  upon 
appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

34. — An  assessment  of  the  parish,  made  in  1823. 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  the  two  Overseers,  and  the 
stipendiary  Overseer  lay  these  matters  before 
the  Parishioners  assembled,  and  usually  do  their 
best  to  serve  their  friends  and  favourites.  If 
the  business  was  done  by  the  regular  Overseers, 
and  not  left  so  much  to  the  stipendiary,  it  would, 
I  think,  be  better  done,  and  the  parish  saved 
expense. 

35  — 

• 

36. — Diminishing,  from  the  narrowing  of  the  agricul- 
turists' resources  by  taxes,  rates,  and  low 
price  for  produce.  Maladministration  of  the 
Poor  Laws  must  of  necessity  increase  the  bur- 
dens of  the  Rate-payers. 

36.— 

37. — No  apparent  difference  where  they  meet  with 
adequate  encouragement  for  their  labour. 


37.— 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


D  E  B  E  N  H  A  M.  (3) 

D  R  I  N  K  S  T  O  N.  (8) 

Edward  Doxis  1  churchwardens. 
Kobert  cumpson,  j 

Orbell  Hustler, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — Employed  as  wanted. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — Paid  according  to  their  ability. 

/iv, — iviarrieu  ivien  nave  y*.  \  single  ivxen  iroin  to.  lo 
6s.,  according  to  their  age. 

30. — At  about  lis.  6d.  in  the  pound.    Land  at  three 
fourths;  Cottages,  &c.  two  thirds. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound,  at  nearly  the  value. 

31. — Increased. 

3L — Increased  about  6rf.  in  the  pound. 

32. — Not  any ;  but  a  certain  part  of  the  occupiers  meet 
weekly  to  assist  the  Parish  OlEcers. 

oa. — JNeitner. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers,  and  whatever  part  of  the 
Inhabitants  choose  to  attend  the  Vestry  Meet- 
ing, but  in  harmony  with  each  other.      R.  S. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers    with  the 
Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled. 

34  — 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  with  the  Inhabi- 
tants in  Vestry. 

35.— 

35. — By  mutual  consultation  in  Vestry. 

36. — Diminisliing,  no  doubt  from  a  number  of  other 
causes  as  well  as  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— 

37. — Certainly  not  increasing  ;  and  Labourers  altoge- 
ther not  so  good. 

37.— 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


EARLSOHAM  and  surrounding  Districts.  (3) 

EUSTON,  Suffolk,  and  POTTERSPURY, 
Northampton.  (1) 

J.  H.  Groome, 

Rector. 

John  Cooper,  Land  Ay;ent. 
Richard  Pretty,  33,  34,  3^). 

28. — They  are  not. 

28.— 

29. — There  is  less  difference  now  than  there  used  to 

be,  the  parish  m.iking  up  a  sufficient  Sum  to  mnint.iin  ihe  mar- 
ried Man's  Camily.  In  iome  cases  a  single  Man  will  not  obtain  as 
much  as  a  married  Man,  but  a  great  deal  will  depend  upon  the 
capability  of  the  Labourer. 

29. — If  the  unmarried  are  good  workmen  no  difference 
is  made. 

30. — The  Rates  are  laid  upon  a  valuation  amountinff 

to  little  more  than  half  the  actual  Rack  Rent,  and  upon  this 
valuation  they  average  about  8i.  in  the  pound. 

30.— 

31. — Last  year  they  amounted  to  8«.  in  the  pound; 

this  j  ear,  i.  e.  (rem  Michaelmas  1831  to  Michaelmas  1832,10 
8.?.  vl-     t'l"  ponml. 

31.— 

32. — There  is  a  Select  Vestry,  but  I  do  not  perceive 
any  particular  effect  produced  by  it  worth 
notice. 

32.— 

33. — The  majority  of  a  Vestry  Meeting  called  under 
the  provision  of  the  Vestry  Act  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  quarter. 

33. — Richard  Pretty,  Overseer  and  Churchwarden. 
Francis  Bell,  Overseer  and  Surveyor. 
John  Cooper,  Inhabitant.  R.P. 

34. — It  depends  upon  the  amount  of  the  sum  at  which 
the  property  he  occupies  is  valued  in  tiie  general 
valuation  of  the  parish  made  in  1819,  which 
remains  fixed  till  altered  by  the  majority  of  a 
Vestry  Meeting  called  for  that  purpose ;  but  in 
point  of  fact  such  alterations  do  not  often  take 
place. 

34. — John  Cooper,  Land  Agent  to  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton, and  Richard  Pretty,  Overseer,  Church- 
warden, and  Surveyor.                     R.  P. 

35. — Every  dispute  is  decided  by  a  majority  of  voters 
at  a  Vestry  Meeting,  taken  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Vestry  Act,  the  Overseers  only 
acting  as  Individuals. 

35. — All  take  apart  in  managing  the  business. 

B.P. 

36,— I  fear  it  is  diminishing,  not  owing  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws,  though  the  increase 
of  Poor  Rates,  of  course,  augments  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  occupiers. 

36. —  ihe  agricultural  capital  is  diminishing,  which  is 
attributable  to  many  causes,  the  working  of  the 
Poor  Laws  the  principal,  as  they  tend  to  take 
away  much  capital  without  any  return  being 
given. 

37. — It  IS  supposed  certamly  to  be  (hmmishmg,  and, 
taking  them  as  a  body,  that  llicy  are  worse 
workmen  than  they  formerly  were. 

37. — Decidedly  worse  workmen,  and  less  inclined  to  be 
industrious,  as  they  receive  the  same  pay  for 
their  day's  work  whether  it  is  ill  or  well  per- 
formed. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


FARNHAM.  (3) 

ST.  PETER,  FELSHAM.  (3) 

Richard  Keen, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Anderson,  Felsham  IJectory,  wliose  Answers  also 
apply  to  the  Hundreds  of  Thedwestry  and  Tliingoe. 
William  Manfield,  Cfuirch warden. 

28.— No. 

28.— They  are  not.                                    PV.  M. 

aa. — i\o  distinction. 

— -i-^o  cusiinciion.                         l  .A.     yV,  IVl, 

30. — 13*.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  half  the 
value  of  Land  and  Houses. 

30.— About  9s.  in  the  pound.  Rack  Rent.      W.  M. 

3L — The  same  amount. 

31. — Increased.  W.M, 

32. — No. 

32. — Neither.                                         W.  M. 

33. — The  Overseer,  Churchvi'ardens,  and  principal  In- 
habitants. 

33.— 

34. — Some  years  since  a  Valuation  of  the  parish  took 
place,  when  the  Assessment  was  made  by  the  per- 
sons who  made  the  valuation  ;  since  which  time, 
when  any  change  or  alteration,  either  in  the  value 
of  property  or  otherwise,  occurs,  the  Assessment 
is  altered  by  the  Overseer,  Churchwarden,  and 
principal  Inhabitants,  at  their  quarterly,  half- 
yearly,  or  annual  meetings  called  for  the  purpose. 

34.— 

35.— AH  matters  respecting  the  parish  affairs  are  settled 
by  a  majority  of  the  meeting  assembled  for  the 
purpose. 

35.— 

36 — Supposed  to  be  diminishing ;  in  part  attributed  to 
the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing.                                    T.  A. 

37. — No  material  alteration  has  taken  place. 

37.— Diminishing.                                    T.  A. 
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County  of  Suffolk — co?itmued. 


ANSWERS. 


HALES  WORTH.  (l) 

HAVERINGHAM  Parish  and  BLYTHING 

Hundred.  (3) 

Isaac  Carr, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned  by  any  of  these  rules. 

Anthony  CoUetl, 

Rector. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction  in  the  amount  per  day ;  but  the 
single  men,  when  on  the  parish,  are  not  allowed 
so  many  days'  work  as  the  married. 

29. — In  some  cases  a  difference  is  made,  and  it  is  more 
general  than  formerly.  I  always  discountenance  it, 
as  inducing  a  man  to  commit  matrimony.  6*  or  7s.  a 
week  to  single  Men  ;  9s.,  lOs.,  and  more  to  married. 

30. — About  10s.  in  the  pound  for  the  year.  Houses 

assessed  at  one  third  of  fair  rental,  land  at  two  thirds. 

30.— 

31. — About  the  same  as  last  year. 

31.— 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  and  more  competent. 
No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry;  our  parish  business  is 
transacted  by  the  parish  generally,  and  our  Over- 
seer is  merely  an  agent. 

33. — The  acting  Overseer  calls  a  Vestry,  his  accounts 
are  examined  and  passed,  and  a  Rate  made  to 
cover  the  estimate. 

33. — The  amount  of  the  Poor  Rate  to  be  paid  by  this 
parish  and  every  other  parish  in  the  Hundred 
of  Blything  (Dunwich  excepted)  is  fixed  by  the 
Directors  and  acting  Guardians  of  the  Hundred 
at  their  Quarterly  Meetings. 

34 — A  full  and  fair  Vestry  Meeting. 

34. — A  Parish  Meeting  is  called  quarterly,  to  which  the 
accounts  are  submitted,  and  at  that  Meeting  a  Rate 
is  fixed  by  tlie  general  bo;ly  of  Rate-payers,  or  such 
as  choose  to  attend  the  meeting,  at  such  an  amount 
in  the  pound  upon  the  assessment  as  is  sufficient  to 
cover  the  whole  expense.  Scarcely  a  meeting  occurs 
without  some  amendment  or  alteration  taking  place 
in  the  Rate  of  Assessment.  It  is  made  by  the  ma- 
jority present  at  the  nieeting. 

35. — The  Overseer  is  frequently  in  possession  of  facts 
which  the  Vestry  are  strangers  to.    TIk'  Over- 
seer represents  things,  but  the  Vestry  dt  Ler;nine 
them. 

35. — The  Rate  is  then  drawn,  according  to  the  Assess- 
ment agreed  upon  at  the  Parish  Meeting,  by  the 
Overseers,  &c.,  according  to  the  Rate  in  the 
pound,  fixed  also  by  the  Parish  Meeting ;  such 
Rate  is  then  signed  by  the  Churchwarden  and 
Overseers,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  according 
to  the  statute,  and  is  then  allowed  by  the  Magis- 
trates in  Petty  Sessions.  It  frequently  happens 
that  when  the  Rate  is  fixed  and  made  many  In- 
habitants sign  the  Rate  as  well  as  the  Parish 
Officers. 

36. — Diminishing,  and  accelerated  by  the  burthen  of  the 
Poor  Rates. 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing.  Its  diminu- 
tion may  be  attributed  to  the  non-employment 
of  the  poor,  in  consequence  of  which  (and  the 
three  last  wet  seasons)  the  land  is  not  so  pro- 
ductive by  one  fourth,  or  even  one  third,  as  for- 
merly ;  yet  the  Poor  Rates  are  increasing,  inde- 
pendent of  non-employment. 

37. — Diminishing,  inasmuch  as,  not  being  able  always 
to  find  work,  many  of  them  grow  idle,  which 
will  be  difficult  to  eradicate. 

37,  Their  industrious  habits  are  diminished,  and  gene- 
rally Labourers  are  much  worse  workmen  now 
than  they  formerly  were ;  in  fact,  the  younger 
Labourers  have  for  many  years  been  so  nnich  em- 
ployed on  the  roads,  or  supported  in  idleness,  that 
they  are  ignorant  of  the  most  lucrative  part  of 
the  labour  of  the  husbandman,  viz.  under-drain- 
ing and  ditching. 
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County  of  Suffolk —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


H  U  N  S  T  O  N.  . 

Charles  Porcher,  Hmit.slon  Hiill,  witli  llie  advice 
of  the  Overseer. 


(1) 


28.— No. 


29, — Married  Men  9*.,  Single  6s.  to  8s.,  according 


30. — 8s.  per  pound. 


31. — Somewhat  increased. 


32. — Neither. 


S3. — The  Clergyman,  Overseers,  and  Churchwardens, 
and  Rate-payers  in  Vestry. 


34. — The  Clergyman,  Overseers,  and  Churchwardens, 
and  Rate-payers  in  Vestry;  but  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  proportions  in  many  cases 
require  to  be  altered. 


85. — The  Vestry  acts  as  it  were  the  author  of  these 
different  Rates,  the  Overseers  merely  as  de- 
puties to  enforce  its  decrees  and  carry  them  into 
execution. 


86. — Diminishing;  but  I  attribute  it  more  to  the 
inadequate  mode  of  taking  the  average  price  of 
grain,  and  their  own  increase  of  private  expen- 
diture, than  to  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — I  cannot  state  ;  but  it  is  quite  certain,  the  higher 
a  Labourer's  wages,  the  better  he  works. 


ST.  ANDREW,  ILKETSHALL. 


(3) 


fVitliam  Green, 

Overseer. 


28. — No ;  the  plan  of  apportioning  Labourers  has 
never  been  adopted. 


29. — Yes ;  a  Single  Man  gets  not  more  than  6s.  per 
week,  when  Married  Men  with  six  Children 
and  upwards  get  10s. 


30. — About  15s. 


31.— No. 


32.— No. 


33. — The  parish  is  part  of  the  incorporated  Hundred 
of  Wangford.  The  amount  is  fixed  by  the 
Directors  and  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Hundred,  for  the  relief  of  those  kept  in  the  Work- 
house. The  sums  required  for  the  relief  of  the 
out-door  and  non-resident  Poor  are  settled  by  the 
Inhabitants  in  Vestry. 


34. — The  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  on  an  assessment  made 
by  them. 


35. — The  Overseer  takes  no  other  part  in  the  Vestry 
than  that  of  stating  the  facts  which  come  to  his 
knowledge. 


36.— 


37.— 
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County  of  Suffolk  —  cont'mued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  JOHN'S,  ILKETSHALL.  (3) 

ST.  LAWRENCE,  ILKETSHALL.  (3) 

John  Hall,  ClMircliwarden. 
R.  Richards,  Rector. 
Samuel  E.  French  &  Robert  Sutlon,  Overseers,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— No. 

fVilliam  Warner, 

Overseer. 

28. — Certainly  not ;  by  no  means. 

29. — No  difference  when  employed  on  the  land. 

29.— No. 

30. — 155.  per  pound;  assessed  from  7s.  to  8s.  per  acre. 

30. — Land  is  assessed  at  14s.  per  acre ;  the  Poor  Rate 
is  10s.  per  acre. 

31. — Increased  Is.  9c?.  per  pound. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— None. 

33. — A  Parish  Meeting  is  called,  and  the  majority  of 
the  Meeting  decides  how  much  money  will  be 
necessary  to  be  raised  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  Overseers  for  the  quarter  of  a  year. 

AIL 

33.— 

31. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

All. 

34.— 

35. — The  property  in  our  Parish  was  valued  some  years 
since,  and  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
assess  the  occupiers  holding  sucli  property,  so 
valued,  at  so  much  in  the  pound  as  will  raise  a 
sufficient  sum  equal  to  the  amount  required. 

All. 

35.— 

36.— 

36.— 

37.— 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of"  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


KERSEY.  (1) 

KESGRAVE.  (.■>) 

Richard  Netvman, 

Churchwarden. 

D     \7    OIL        -     T  ¥5 

It.  N.  Snawe,  J.  r. 

28.— No. 

28. — There  are  only  four  Occupiers  in  the  Parish,  and 
we  divide  the  Labourers  amon^rst  us. 

o 

xiy. — JNone. 

30. — 15s.  lOd.  in  the  pound,  rated  at  between  1 9s.  and 
1/.  per  acre. 

30. — About  2s.  4d.  in  the  pound,  at  Rack-rent. 

3 1 . — Incieased. 

31. — About  the  same. 

•^0  

32. — The  Parish  is  in  an  incorporated  Hundred. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  as  many  of 
the  Rate-payers  as  think  fit  to  attend,  meet  once 
a  quarter,  and  decide,  according  to  their  dis- 
bursements, what  sums  are  sufficient  to  defray 
their  expences. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

3i. — The  Vestry  Meeting. 

34. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

35. — Both  the  Churchwardens  and  principal  Inhabit- 
ants generally  attend  the  Vestry  to  make  Rates. 
If  there  are  any  disputes,  they  are  decided  by  a 
majority  of  Votes. 

35. — The  Overseer  calls  a  Parish  Meeting,  and  the  line 
of  conduct  to  be  pursued  is  decided  by  a  ma- 
jority of  Votes. 

36.— 

36. — Land  is  not  cultivated  so  highly  as  in  former  times, 
under  higher   prices  for  produce.  Farmers 
try  to  get  all  they  can  from  the  land  at  the 
smallest  possible  cost.     Farms  are  much  de- 
teriorated from  this  cause,    I  think  this  effect 
unconnected  with  any  operation  of  the  Foo. 
Laws :  if  they  were  abolished,  the  land  would 
be  more  neglected  still. 

3?.^ 

37. — The  Labourers  are  good  workmen.    There  has 
been  no  Man  punished  for  misbehaviour,  as  to 
his  work,  for  the  last  20  years. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.                                     4  a  "~ 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


KETTLEBURGH. 

George  Turner. 


(3) 


28.- 


29. — I  am  afraid  the  unmarried  Man  gets  less  for  the 
same  work. 


30.- 


31.— 


32. 


33. 


-In  my  Parish  there  is  a  Select  Vestry,  and  that 

Select  Vestry  (consisting  of  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers, 
and  principal  Rate-payers)  decide  how  much  money  shall  he 
raised,  in  each  quarter,  for  tlie  relief  of  the  Poor  ;  a  Rate  for  a 
year  is,  I  believe,  unknown  in  tliis  County;  frequently  there  is 
more  than  one  Poor  Rate  in  a  quarter  of  a  year. 


34. — In  my  Parish  the  Select  Vestry,  constituted  as 
above. 


35. — I  feel  some  difficulty  in  answering  this  Question. 

In  my  Parisli,  the  Select  Vestry  differs  so  little  from 
an  .ordinary  Parish  Meeting,  that  I  scarcely  know 
the  difference,  so  Jar,  at  least,  as  regards  the  subject 
of  rating.  I  have  never  heard  of  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Vestry  as  a  body,  and  the 
Parish  Officers  as  a  body.  They  generally  act  in 
unanimity  together.  In  large  Towns,  and  very  large 
Country  Parishes,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  otherwise ; 
but  in  mine,  and  the  great  majority  of  Country 
Parishes,  the  Vestry  and  tiie  Parish  Officers  have  a 
community  of  interest,  and  (so  far  as  I  can  know) 
act  amicably  together. 


36. — Clearly  diminishing.  Probably  the  Poor  Laws 
may  have  something  to  do  with  it;  but  it  cannot 
be  imputed  to  any  one  cause,  but  to  the  con- 
currence of  niaqy. 


37. — The  spirit  of  industry  is  evidently  diminishing, 

owing  to  the  excess  of  labour  above  the  demand,  and  to  the 
relief  of  unemployed  Poor  from  the  Rates.  If  a  Man  can  get 
nearly,  or  altogether,  as  much  money  by  allowance  from  the 
Parish,  as  he  can  earn  by  work,  he  will  not  be  desirous  of  em- 
ployment ;  and  those  who  have  work  will  do  it  reluctantly, 
when  they 'see  the  unemployed  receiving  as  much  as  they  earn  ; 
yet  I  think  the  Men  are  as  good  workmen  as  they  ever  were. 


ALL  SAINTS,  LAWSHALL. 


Nathaniel  Child,  D.  D.  Rector,  and  J.  P. 
John  Eleij  Wright,  Churchwarden. 

28. — It  is  extremely  desirable  that  some  mode  should 

devised  of  carrying  such  apportionment  into  effect.  To  not 
being  employed  may  in  a  great  measure  be  ascribed  the  demo- 
ralising habit  of  frequenting  beer  shops.  J.  E.  W. 


29. — Not  professedly,  but  single  Men  may  probably 
undertake  work  on  lower  terms  than  married 

J.  E.  W. 


ones. 


30. — About  13s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  three 
fourths.  J.  E.  W. 


31. — Increased. 


J.  E.  W. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
without  any  sensible  effect.  J.  E.  W. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


N.  C. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  subject  to  an 
Appeal  at  the  next  Quarter  Sessions. 

N.  C. 


3.5. — In  this  Parish  a  weekly  Meeting  is  holden,  con- 
sistiufj  of  the  Cliurchwardens  and  Overseers, 
and  such  other  Farmers  as  are  disposed  to 
attend,  for  the  purposes  of  investigating  and 
relieving  the  Poor,  and  discussing  matters  con- 
nected therewith.  N.  C. 


36. — Diminishing,  in  a  great  degree   owing  to  the 

practice  of  sutFering  so  large  a  number  of  the  Labouring  Classes 
to  receive  their  subsistence  from  the  Poor  Rate  without  work, 
whereby  the  whole  sum  so  expended  is  lost,  without  producing 
any  return,  and  the  value  of  agricultural  property  mnst  con- 
tinue rapidly  to  decline,  unless  employment  can  be  urged  at 
fair  wages ;  there  is  abundance  of  work  on  the  lands  required 
to  be  done,  and  yet  a  large  portion  of  the  Agricultural  Popn- 
lation  is  maintained  in  idleness.  C. 


37. — Diminishing,  and  they  are  becoming  daily  more 
iiidif?ereiU  about  work,  and  from  the  want  of  em- 
ployment for  Boys,  lor  several  years  past.  La- 
bourers are  much  less  expert  than  they  formerly 
were.  N.  C. 


I 
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County  of  Suffolk, — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  A  X  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 

L  I  V  E  R  M  E  R  E.  (i) 

Ji  Godwin, 
Vestry  Clerk. 

./  M.  Rodttiell 

Overseer  and  Churchwarden. 

28. — Apportion  according  to  Rate.    Every  Farmer 
employs  one  able-bodied  Labourer  tor  every  38/. 
at  which  he  is  rated. 

28.— 

- 

29. — In  some  cases  there  is  a  difference,  but  not  many. 

29. — None  at  piece-work,  and  not  more  than  I*,  per 
week  at  day-work. 

30. — lOs.  3^/.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  three 
fourths  of  the  Rack-rent, 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  answers  very 
well,  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — 

33. — The  Overseers,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Parishioners  assembled  in  Vestry. 

33. — Having  the  exclusive  occupation  of  this  entire 

Parish  (except  a  Manor-house  and  Park,   the  residence  of 
Nathaniel  Lee  Acton,  Esq. ),  the  money  raised  for  the  relief  of 
the  Poor  is  necessarily  at  my  option,  having  regard  to  their 
wants,  which  is  particularly  confined  to  tlie  sick,  infirm,  and 
aged. 

34. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled. 

34.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers , and  Vestry  do  it 

LUgClIlfc:!  . 

t 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing;  which,  I  think,  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates,  also  to  the 
Taxes,  Tithes,  low  price  of  corn,  &c. 

36. — Wofully  diminished,  solely  from  the  depreciation 

of  farming  produce,  thereby  preventing  the  Occupier  employ- 
ing a  sufficient  number  of  Men  to  do  the  necessary  work  upon 
the  Farm,  consequently  rendering  his  means  less  available,  and 
increasing  the  Rates  ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the 
distress  among  the  Farmers  is  such,  from  the  want  of  capital  to 
stock  the  land  and  employ  the  Labourer,  that  the  produce  of 
the  Country  is  greatly  fallen  off,  and  a  continuance  of  the  evil 
will  soon  make  us  dependant  on  importation  for  the  necessaries 
pf  life. 

37. — I  think,  in  general,  they  do  not  work  so  many 
hours  in  a  day  as  formerly. 

37- — As  good  workmen  and  as  industrious  as  at  any 
former  period,  and,  I  have  reason  to  think, 
much  improved  by  discontinuing  what  is  called 
bread  allowance. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued, 
ANSWERS. 


N  A  Y  L  A  N  D.  (3) 

Matthew  Harrison, 

Curate. 


28.— 


29. — No  difference. 


30.— 


ol. — 


32.— 


33. — The  Overseer,  with  the  consent  of  the  Vestry;  the  great  body  of  the  Parishioners  have,  practically, no 
control  in  the  Parish  business.  Not  only  the  affairs  of  this  Parish,  but  of  most  of  the  Parishes  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  are  totally  under  the  direction  of  a  few  individuals.  Independent  Gentlemen  do  not,  and  professional 
Men  are  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  interfere.  The  small  Tradesman  is  afraid  of  opposing  the  Parish  autho- 
rities, lest  his  custom  should  suffer ;  and  the  small  Farmer  is  often  deterred  from  remonstrance  by  the  fear  of 
bringing  upon  himself  something  worse  by  seeking  a  remedy  for  that  which  is  bad. 


34'. — The  Overseer  and  the  Vestry;  the  body  of  the  Parishioners  have  no  voice.  The  Vestry  is,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  a  Parochial  oligarchy,  promoting  self-interest  or  gratifying  personal  feelings  at  pleasure; 
individuals  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the  most  grievous  oppressions,  because  there  is  no  remedy  but  by  an 
expensive  Appeal. 


35. — When  the  Parish  business  was  managed  by  a  perpetual  Overseer,  his  authority  was  greater  than  ought  to 
belong  to  any  individual.  An  oppressive  Assessment  was  thus  carried  on  from  year  to  year,  one  year 
being  a  precedent  for  another.  The  office  in  Nayland  is  now  thrown  open,  and  there  is  a  hope  left,  that 
if  injustice  be  practised  by  one  Overseer,  it  may  be  remedied  by  his  successor. 


36. — Diminishing  generally  u})on  Corn  Farms,  except  where  there  is  capital  enough  to  keep  a  large  stock  of 

cattle  ;  on  breeding  Farms  the  price  is  suiBcient  to  afford  a  fair  remuneration.  When  a  Farmer  depends  upon  corn  alfnost  exclusively,  he 
cannot  do  any  good  for  himself ;  on  this  account  it  is,  that  what  are  termedheavy-land  Farms  have,  of  late  years,  done  so  badly.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  affects  the  Question  to  any  great  extent ;  it  being  in  the  power  of  the  Land-occupiers  to  raise 
or  lower  the  Rates  as  it  may  suit  their  purpose.  In  an  adjoining  Parish,  where  the  Tithes  were  taken  in  kind,  the  Rates  were  very  high  ;  the 
Labourers  being  thrown  upon  Parish  relief,  or  paid  out  of  the  Rates,  in  order  to  swell  the  proportion  of  Rate  due  from  the  Clergyman. 
When  a  composition  had  been  entered  into,  and  the  Parishioners  had  agreed  to  the  terms  required,  the  Poor  Rate  fell  800/.  in  one  year. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  a  Farmer  may  gain  more  by  the  reduction  of  wages  arising  from  an  excess  of  labour  in  the  market,  than  he  pays 
in  the  shape  of  an  increased  Rate,  in  the  burden  of  which  others,  who  cannot  avoid  it,  often  participate.  No  Landlord,  knowing  how  these 
matters  are  managed,  would  look  upon  an  increased  Poor  Rate  as  a  reason  for  lowering  his  Rents,  without  also  taking  into  account  the 
circumstances  that  led  to  such  increase. 


.17. — Diminisliing  upon  the  vi'hole,  because  Men  trained  in  their  youth  to  mechanical  pursuits  only,  from  the 
want  of  employment,  are  tlirown  into  the  number  of  Labourers,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  not  fitted 
for  the  situation  ;  therefore,  though  I  suppose  that  there  is  not  much,  if  any,  diminution  of  industry 
.imong  the  purely  Agricultural  Labourers,  yet  there  is  a  diminution  of  industry  upon  the  gross  bod)'  of 
Labourers;  and  a  disposition  to  do  half  a  day's  work  for  Parish  wages,  rather  than  a  full  day's  work  for 
better  pay. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


M  E  T  H  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (3) 

NORTHLOVE.  (3) 

John  Smith, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Gqfl', 
•  Overseer. 

28. — No,  certainly  not. 

28.— No. 

OQ  S!in(r]p  lVTf>n  1  ?  less  than  married  Men. 

29._No. 

30. — From  6s.  to  7s.  per  acre,  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — 2s.,  upon  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Considerably  increased. 

32. — None. 

3%. — JNo. 

33. — Being  in  an  incorporated  Hundred,  we  receive  a 
warrant  of  the  sum  to  be  levied  upon  the  Parish 
for  the  ensuing  quarter.     The  Vestry,  with 
Churchwarden  and  Overseers,  decide  what  Rate 
in  the  pound  will  raise  the  amount. 

33.— 

3i. — A  Rate  or  valuation  being  the  copy  of  the  pre- 
ceding Rate,  against  which,  if  any  Persons  con- 
sider their  property  not  equally  assessed,  they 
can  appeal  to  the  Vestry  Meeting,  and  if  not 
satisfied,  they  can  apply  to  the  Quarter  Sessions 
for  redress. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseer  does  not  decide  without  the  Vestry, 
but  is  guided  by  the  Vestry. 

35.— 

36.— 

36.— 

37.— 

37.— 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


P  A  K  E  N  H  A  M.  (l) 

GREAT  REDISHAM.  (3) 

John  Aldridge, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

John  Mapleslone, 

Overseer. 

28. — Labourers  not  apportioned  ;  each  Occupier  em- 
ploys according  to  his  means  of  paying  them. 

29. — Yes,  by  some  Occupiei's. 

29. — Generally  a  single  Labourer  has  the  same  wages 
as  a  married  Man,  provided  he  does  as  much 
work. 

30. — 8s.  9d.  per  pound,  at  a  valuation  of  15s.  per  acre. 

30. — About  8s.  in  .the  pound  per  annum,  and  we  are 

rated  at  20;.  per  acre  on  the  best  lands,  and  14s.  upon  the 
worst ;  equal  to  a  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased       per  pound. 

31. — Rather  diminished;  the  Labourers  being  better 

employed  in  consequence  of  thrashing-machines  being  less  used. 

32, — No  Seiect  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and 
the  increase  of  Poor's  Rate  would  have  been 
greater  if  there  had  not  been  such  an  officer. 

32. — We  do  the  Parish  business  at  Vestry  Meetings, 
and  have  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33, — The  Churcliwardens  and  Overseers,  at  a  Vestry 
Meeting. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  and  Pa- 
rishioners in  Vestry. 

34, — Each  Rate-payer,  according  to  an  Assessment 
made  by  two  Commissioners. 

34. — The  valuation  or  Assessment  of  the  Parish  is 
considered  a  fair  one  to  each  Occupier ;  the 
Rate,  therefore,  is  levied  accordingly  by  the 
Parish  officer,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Magis- 
trates. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  both  take 
part  in  deciding  those  matters,  as  stated  in  the 
Answer  to  Question  33. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  both  take  a  part  in 
the  Parish  business;  all  being  Rate-payers  are 
equally  interested.  We  are  incorporated;  and 
in  the  event  of  any  difference  of  opinion,  apply 
to  the  Directors  and  Guardians  of  Shipmeadow 
House  of  Industry. 

36. — Diminishing.    Such  diminution  must,  in  some 

degree,  arise  from  the  present  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  s  ; 
for  when  a  sum  of  money  is  paid  to  tlie  Poor  Hates,  this  sum 
is  so  much  capital  taken  from  the  land;  and  as  the  more 
labour  is  bestowed  upon  a  Farm  the  greater  will  bi'  the  return, 
this  return  must  bo  less  in  proportion  to  that  sum  whicli  is 
expended  in  Poor  Rates;  and,  therefore,  the  present  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws  must,  I  conceive,  be  productive  of 
diminution  of  agricultural  capital. 


36. 


37. — The  Labourers,  as  a  body,  are  good  in  propor- 


tion to  their  wages. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  4(i5c 


County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


R  I  N  G  S  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 


John  Garden,  Surveyor, 

Redisliam  Hall. 


58. — Such  plan  has  never  been  found  to  answer,  or  long  persisted  in. 


29.  None ;  but  as  married  Men  require  more  than  single,  the  Farmers  employ  them  in  preference,  because 

the  single  ones,  when  they  come  on  the  roads,  are  })aid  what  they  can  subsist  upon,  and  cost  the  Parish 


less. 


30. — About  8s.  per  acre. 


31. — Rather  increased;  very  little  variation. 


32. — Neither. 


33,  — In  the  Hundred  of  Wangford,  incorporated  1764,  a  Meeting  being  held  every  quarter  according  fo  the 

Act  of  Parliasnent,  and  the  expences  of  the  incorporation  ascertained,  the  Meeting  order  the  necessary  sum  to 
be  raised  in  the  ensuing  quarter.  This  order,  being  first  submitted  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  becomes  imperative, 
and  warrants  are  issued  to  the  respective  Overseers  to  pay  the  sum  assessed  on  their  Parish  by  such  a  day  into 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation.  As  soon  as  the  Overseer  receives  the  warrant,  he  has  notice  pro- 
claimed at  Church  of  a  Vestry  Meeting  to  decide  what  Rate  will  be  necessary  to  cover  the  amount  of  the 
warrant.    All  Rate  Payers  have  a  right  to  attend  it  is,  however,  very  rarely  that  we  get  a  full  meeting. 

34.  — This  is  decided  by  the  Assessment  made  about  7  years  ago.    Professional  Valuers  dedicate  2  or  3  days  to 

pass  hastily  over  a  Parish.  Another  maxim,  1  believe,  universally  adopted  by  Valuers,  is,  that  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Church  is  not  to  be  rated  in  the  same  proportion  as  lay  property.  My  house  and  the  Rectory 
do  not  differ  much  in  size  or  accommodation;  our  Valuer  fixed  mine  at  40/.  and  the  Rectory  at  15/. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  both  take  part  in  determining  the  amount  of  the  Rate;  the  Overseer  usually  by 
staling  what  Rate  he  is  likely  to  want,  and  the  Vestry  by  canvassing  the  necessity  of  such  Rate.  The 
Overseers'  Books  are  produced  on  such  occasions  to  show  how  the  Parish  Accounts  stand.  I  am  not 
aware  that  collusions  are  frequent  between  Parishes  and  Overseers  relating  to  such  matters.  There  is, 
however,  sometimes  observable,  a  desire  to  make  a  Rate  below  what  will  be  wanted,  to  save  individuals 
who  may  be  going  out  of  the  Parish  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  by  which  a  heavier  Rate  is  required  for 
the  succeeding  quarter. 


S6. — Diminishing.    I  do  not  conceive  this  is  attributable  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Pour  Laws. 


37*.^ — Ihcontestablv  woi-se.^ 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 


4  A  4 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM  [Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


R  O  U  G  H  A  M.  (1) 

SEMER.  (1) 

Robert  Bevan,  J.  P. 

Charles  Cooke, 

Rector. 

28.— 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — Married  Men  get  the  piece-work.  Young  single 
Fellows  being  often  irregular  Labourers  are  paid 
much  less. 

29. — But  little  distinction ;  small  occasional  difference. 

3U.— 

30. — About  145.,  rated  at  about  two  thirds. 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

.32.— 

32.— No  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  principal  Occupiers  meet  in  Vestry,  and 
order  such  a  sum  as  they  guess  will  meet  their 
necessities  for  a  month  or  six  weeks.  When 
that  sum  is  expended,  another  is  raised. 

33. — The  amount  of  Rate  is  agreed  upon  at  a  Meeting 
of  the  Parishioners  summoned  for  that  purpose 
by  public  notice  given  in  the  Church,  everj 
quarter. 

,04..  The  Parish  was  assessed,  and  the  amount  to  be 

paid  by  each  occupation  individually  appor- 
tioned, 8  years  ago.  This  Assessment  has 
governed  the  payments  ever  since. 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  Parish,  for  the  purpose  ol 
equalizing  the  Rates,  has  been  made  by  a  Land 
Surveyor  in  the  year  1830,  which  has  since  been 
acted  upon. 

35. — The  Overseers  follow  the  directions  of  the  Vestry, 
which,  being  open,  represents  the  whole  Parish. 

35. — The  Overseers  act  in  concurrence  with  the  other 
"Parishioners  attending  the  Parish  Meeting. 

gg_  Diminishing,  and  land  going  down  in  cultivation. 

Able-bodied  Paupers  are  paid  the  wages  of 
idleness,  while  the  fields  are  calling  for  their 
hands.  One  impoverished  Farmer  turns  off  all 
his  Labourers,  the  rest  do  the  same,  because 
they  cannot  employ  their  own  share,  and  pay 

the  rest,  too,  in  Poor  Rates.  Weeds  increase  in  the  fields,  and 
vices  in  the  population.  All  grow  poor  together.  "  Spite  against 
the  Parson"  is  now  ruining  a  neighbouring  Parish  in  this  way. 

36".— 

.37, — The  better  sort  of  Laboui-ers  employed  regularly 
are  as  good  as  ever,  but  those  who  cannot  or  will 
not  be  employed  become  worse,  and  many  are  so 
bad  that  none  will  employ  them.  Some  never  work 
for  a  Farmer  except  in  Harvest.  Their  system  is 
to  disoblige  the  Farmers  and  be  turned  over  to  the 
Overseers,  who  put  them  on  the  road  to  idle  away 
the  day,  and  corrupt  one  another,  and  must  pay 
them  to  keep  the  Family  from  starving 

37. — Industry  rather  diminishing;  Labourers  not  better 
than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  467  c 


County  of  Suffolk  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ST.  MARGARET,  SOUTHELMHAM.  (3) 

ST.  MICHAEL,  SOUTHELMHAM.  (3) 

Francis  Gil.born, 

Overseer. 

H'illiaiii  Haiumont, 

Overseer. 

28. — There  has  been  no  apportioning.    If  any  want 
employment  they  go  round  the  parish. 

28.— No. 

29. — None  that  I  am  aware  of 

di). — JNo  uiiterence  between  suigle  Men  and  small 
Families. 

30. — About  12s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  the  full  value  of 
tlie  land. 

30.— From  Is.  to  Is.  3d.  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Little  or  no  vai'iation. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32.— None. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Parish  of  St.  Margaret,  Southelmham,  is  one 
of  the  incorporated  parishes  in  the  hundred  of 
Wingford  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor.  The 
quota  of  money  to  be  raised  quarterly  is  decided 

l>y  ihe  Directors  and  Acting  Guard  nns  of  the  sjid  Incorporation. 
A  Ra  e  is  then  made  for  the  raising  the  above,  together  with  tht- 
County  Rates,  signed  and  sanctioned  by  the  Acting  Magistrates. 

33.— The  Vestry  Meeting. 

34. — A  Rate  is  made  upon  the  several  occupiers  within 
the  above  parish  according  to  a  valuation  of 
their  several  occupations,  signed  by  the  INIagis- 
trates,  and  collected  by  the  Overseers,  who  pay 
thereout  the  expences  of  each  quarter  for  the 
year. 

34. — The  Vestry  Meeting. 

35. — The  Vestry  in  dns  parish  takes  no  part  in  de- 
ciding as  to  the  charges  levied  ;  but  a  Vestry  is 
frequently  held  to  relieve  the  able-bodied  Men 
who  are  out  of  employment,  and  those  who  are 
denied  benefit  from  the  Incorporation. 

Note. — These  expenses  are  in  addition  to  the 
quota  ordered  to  be  raised. 

35.— 

36.— 

36.— 

37.— 

37.— 

P.i.  (B.)— Part  IIL  4  b 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


STANSTEAD. 

Robert  Mapletofl,  Cluirchwarclen  h  J.  P. 

[General  Answers  apply  to  the  Hundred  of  Babergh.] 


(9) 


28. — Apportioned  according  to  extent  of  occupation  ; 
which  plan  is  for  the  most  part  agreed  to. 


29. — No  difference  if  of  equal  ability  ;  but  in  the  dis- 
trict such  a  ruinous  and  unjust  practice  I  hear 
is  prevalent. 


30.  — 6s.  in  the  pound  for  the  years  1830  and  1S3I 

upon  three  fourths  of  the  value. 

31.  — Neither  increase  nor  decrease. 


32.— No. 


33. — At  the  commencement  of  each  quarter  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  expenses  is  made  by  the  Over- 
seers, and  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled 
grant  a  Rate  sufficient  to  cover  those  expenses. 


34. — Some  years  since  a  private  valuation  was  made 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  which  has 
been  since  constantly  adopted. 


35. — The  Vestry  would  refuse  an  exorbitant  Rate  for  an 
improbable  estimate  ;  but  I  conceive  the  power 
of  making  Rates  under  43  Geo.  iii.  is  vested 
in  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the 
time  being,  they  proving  the  expenditure  of 
former  Rates. 


36. — Diminishing,  but  generally  not  materially  affected 
by  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  though 
in  some  parishes  it  is  most  seriously  injured  by 
mismanagement,  as  those  who  are  disposed  and 
actually  do  employ  the  proper  quota  of  labour, 
finding  that  others  do  not,  and  that  they  are 
called  upon  to  maintain  the  poor  as  well  as  their 
Labourers,  give  up  employment  of  them. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  as  good  workmen  if  not  better 
than  heretofore,  if  properly  paid  for  their  work ; 
but  if  employed  on  pai'ochial  work,  and  paid  the 
bare  subsistence  allowance,  all  exertion  to  do 
well  ceases. 


STRADBROOKE. 

Anthony  Gissiri",  ")  ,„      ,  , 
J.       i  or  ■         /■  Churcnwardeiis. 

Henry  Jcjfnes,  j 


(3) 


28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned  amongst  occupiers: 
the  very  thing  wanted. 


29. — 10s.  per  week  to  married  Men,  and  7s.  to  single 
Men  over  16  years  of  age. 


30. — Estimated  at  about  <s^l3.  10.  to  the  score  acres  ; 
or,  every  20  acres  are  rated  at  about  ^^13.  10. 


31. — Increased  very  considerably. 


32. — Not  any  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 


.33. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.  The  Churchwarden, 
Overseers,  and  innj.ni'yof  Rate-payers  at  a  Town 
Meeting,  wliicli  Medina  is  assembled  by  a  pub- 
lip  notice  s^iven  in  the  Parish  Church  in  due 
time,  for  the  special  purpose  of  deciding  how  much  money  shall  he 
raised  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  of  the  said  parish  in  each 
quarter. 


34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  majoriry  of 
the  Raie-pavers  assembled  at  the  Town  MeeMng,  as 
above  nieniioned,  decide  the  necessary  Rate  to  be 
made  in  the  pound  according  to  the  value  or  assess- 
ment of  each  person's  occupation  in  the  parish  ;  this 
of  course  shows  the  sum  or  amount  each  Rate-payer 
has  to  raise  ;  which  Rate  when  so  made  is  allowed 
and  signed  by  two  Justices  of  the  Peace. 


35. — Having  no  Select  Vestry,  all  our  parish  matters 
reliitive  to  the  relief  and  management  of  the 
poor  are  settled  and  decided  by  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  said 
parish,  there  being  no  other  interference.  The 
said  Parish  Officers  meet  every  Saturday  morn- 
ing to  pay  the  said  poor. 


36. — Agricultural  capital  has  certainly  diminished,  not 
from  any  particular  cause  connected  with  the 
Poor  Laws,  but  more  especially  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  agriculturists  to  throw  Labourers 
upon  the  Rate. 


37. — Diminishing  most  clearly,  and  becoming  worse 
workmen,  and  that  in  consequence  of  having 
an  easy  access  to  what  is  called  Scale  Relief  (a 
most  unfortunate  invention). 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Suffolk' — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


STRADBROOKE  and  EASTERN  DIVISION 
OF  SUFFOLK.  (3) 

T. cirri  rttfUirolcp. 

1  J  will  Ot'»'»Ut//t/#l'C» 

[Answers  refer  in  general  to  ihe  whole  Eastern  Division  of  Suftbllc] 
28.-- 

T  II  0  R  I  N  G  T  0  N.  (3) 
H.  IV.  Bence,  J.  P. 
28. — Apportioned  according  to  the  extent  of  occu- 

29. — 

OQ  No  flistinrtion 

30.— 

30. — 35.       per  acre. 

31. 

31. — Increased  9</.  per  acre. 

32. — 

o<c. — iNeitnei  • 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing  daily;  the  Farmer  not  obtaining 
remunerating  price  for  the  increased  and  in- 
creasins  amount  of  Rate  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  although  rents  are  reduced  from 
25  to  50  per  cent,  in  the  last  14  years. 

36.— 

37. — Diminishing.     The  Labourers  employed  by  the 
day  do  not  do  so  much  work  as  formerly,  for 
which  reason  I  always  give  task- work  when 
practicable. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (b.)— Paet  III. 
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County  of  Suffolk  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


GREAT  WALDINGFIELD.  (2) 

Francis  Creswell, 

Rector. 


28— 


29. — The  unmarried  work  for  \s.  or  Is.  Qd.  a  week 
less  than  the  married. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  money  necessary  for  three  months,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  calculated,  is  settled  at  a  Parish 
Meeting,  held  after  due  notice. 


34. — The  Rate  in  this  pirish  was  made  upon  a  valua- 
tion about  14  years  ago;  very  litile  alttration 
has  taken  place  since  that  time;  but  none  is 
ever  made  without  being  submitted  to  and  ap- 
proved at  a  Vestry  Meeting. 


35. — The  making  of  a  Rate,  as  well  as  any  alteration 
in  the  prop,))  tion,  iss.ibaiiited  to  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Parishioners  at  a  Vestry. 


WALSHAM  LE  WILLOWS.          ^  ; 

Zachariah  Brook,  Assistant  Overseer. 
John  Miller,  33,  34,  35. 

28.- 

—They  are  not  apportioned.  It  was  tried,  and 
failed  from  infraction  of  the  rule  by  some  of  the 
Farmers. 

29.- 

—Yes.    Married  Men  receive  9s.  a  week :  single 

TV  T            P                                                                                                                '  O 

Men  from  5s.  to  66'. 

30.- 

-12s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  upon  two  thirds  of  tho 
actual  value. 

31.- 

—Increased  Is.  in  the  pound. 

32.- 

-No  Select  Vestry.  We  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer. 

33.- 

—The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  with  the 
Parishioners  in  Vestry.                     J.  M. 

34.- 

—It  is  ascertained  by  an  equal  assessment  upon 
the  yearly  value  of  tlie  respective  occupations, 
decided  by  two  competent  and  indifferent  men. 

J.  M. 

35.- 

-The  Parish  Officers  and  the  Parishioners  assemble 
in  Vestry,  and  each  Individual  takes  part  in  the 
proceedings.                                   J.  M. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  from  any  cause  connected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 


37  — Worse  workmen  than  formerly,  not  being  con- 
stantly and  regularly  employed.  Many  here 
have  never  learnt  to  plough,  owing  to  the  super- 
abundance of  hands. 


36. — Diminishing;  one  cause  of  Avhich  may  be  traced 
to  the  mal  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  by 
the  Farmers  themselves. 


ST. — Industry  is  diminishing,  the  stimulus  to  labour 
being  destroyed  ;  and  they  are  generally  worse 
workmen,  because  when  employed  by  the  parish 
their  work  is  not  of  a  useful  kind,  and  they 
become  lazy  and  careless  about  performing  it. 


Answers  .o  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  H  A  T  F  I  E  L  D. 


(1) 


Frederick  Calvert,  Rector. 


28— 


29.— From  2s.  to  3s,  per  week. 


30  -Unon  an  estimate  of  about  two  thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent,  our  last  year's  Poor  Rates  were  23s.  9d.  in 

the  pound,  and  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  they  wdl  amount  to  2os.  or  27s.  m  the  pound. 

31  _It  has  been  su^rrested  to  me  that  the  information  contained  in  the  following  Table  respecting  the  pauperism 

of  ihis  Parihii^and  the  Hundred  of  Cosford  within  which  it  is  situate,  might  possibly  meet  some  inquiries 

oi  iius  i  J  <•  which  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  would  wish  to  make  respecting 

this  lot-nlity. 

A  Table  .'•howing  the  progressive  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates  from  the 
year  176c,  also  the  yearly  increase  of  paupers  relieved  from  the  year 
i8ia  ;  taken  from  the  books  of  the  House  of  Industry,  required  by  an 
Act  then  passed  to  he  kept  for  the  purpose  of  assessii'g  certain  expenses 
to  the  Sfcve'rnl  Parishes  of  tiie  Corporation  in  proportion  to  the  total  number 
of  Poor  relieved  yearly  by  each. 


32.— 


33.— The  Overseers  have  usually  called  Vestry  Meet- 
ings quarterly,  at  which  mretings  the  accounts  for  the  prececinig 
qu'irter  have  been  made  our,  and  a  Rate  agreed  to  si;ffi.ient  to  reim- 
burse  the  Overseers  the  monies  ativ:jnced  and  the  sums  thtn  due 
from  them.  IHirins  ^  or  4  ve.i.s  Inst  past  it  has  been  usual,  on 
acoum  or  thelaroe  sums  paid  for  Rehef,  to  giant  the  Over>eers  -.y 
half  rrown  r^te  in  adv^mce.  in  the  Vestry  Mertuigs  all  tlie  Rate- 
payer; are  sii]  p:)Sed  to  a'tend. 


31,  1 1,  the  ye.ir  1802  tlie  Parisli  in  Vestry  agreed  to 

employ  3  persons  to  make  a  valiialioii  "f  the 
«  lands  and  premises  in  the  Parish  of  VVhtit- 
fic-ld."  The  valuation  then  made  has  regulated 
the  proportion  of  Poor  Rates  paid  by  each  occu-* 
pier  to  this  day. 


35.— Both  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  in 
the  decisions,  which  are  generally  in  appear- 
ance unanimous.  1  am  not  aware  of  any 
particular  interference  beyqnd  the  ordinary  in- 
fluence of  property  and  the  greater  or  less 
activity  of  individual  character.  . 


36.  -  Decreasing  chiefly  on  account  of  the  late  unfavour- 
able seasons.  The  farmers  themselves  (consi- 
dered merely  as  occupiers)  derive  someadvantage 
from  ill-administered  Poor  Laws,  the  burden  of 
which  lies  entirely  upon  the  landlord,  except  the 
tenant  happen  to  have  a  long  lea.se,  during 
which  the  Rates  may  increase  more  than  he  cal- 
culated upon  when  first  he  entered  upon  his 
lea.se. 


Amount  of  Rates, 

Parish  of 

exclusive  of 
Chinch  and 

in  the 
Pound. 

Wliatiield. 

Highw 

ay  Rate. 

Number  of 

Average  of 

Poor  relieved 
yearly,  as 

£ 

s 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Yearly 
Relief  to 

1760 
1770 

54 
95 

9 
4 

10 

2 

0 
0 

1 

2 

7 

deliveied  on 
Oath  to  tlie 

each  Pauper 
by  the 
Parish  of 

178(; 

105 

9 

4 

0 

2 

8 

Directors  and 

1790 

94 

6 

3 

a 

2 

5 

Guaidians  of 

Whatfield. 

1800 

481 

15 

2 

0 

12 

6i 

tho  House  of 

1801 

588 

2 

7 

0 

15 

3' 

Industry  by 

180'^ 
180.3 

177 

220 

1 

3 

9 

0 
0 

4 

05 
0 

the  Overseers. 

7 

5 

1804 

271 

9 

3 

0 

5 

11 

1805 

355 

6 

4 

0 

8 

0 

1806 

278 

18 

10 

0 

6 

4 

1807 

148 

3 

3 

3 

3 

5 

180J- 

391 

13 

7 

0 

8 

10 

1809 

4'9 

0 

8 

10 

0 

18IC 

497 

5 

6 

d 

11 

4 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1811 

Bookd 

c'feclive. 

1812 

513 

18 

9 

11 

8 

130 

3 

19 

0 

\8ia 

569 

5 

8 

0 

12 

9 

121 

4 

14 

0 

1814 

497 

9 

8 

0 

11 

3 

90 

5 

10 

0 

1815 

491 

7 

8 

0 

11 

3 

89 

5 

10 

0 

1816 

622 

14 

1 

0 

14 

2 

125 

5 

0 

0 

1817 

955 

5 

7 

1 

0 

9 

128 

*7 

9 

0 

1818 

830 

1 

9 

0 

18 

10 

122 

6 

5 

0 

1819 

844 

0 

2 

0 

19 

2 

208 

4 

1 

0 

1820 

773 

13 

8 

0 

18 

n 

206 

3 

14 
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1821 

729 

19 

7 

0 

17 

9 

219 

3 

6 

0' 

1822 

637 

1 

8 

0 

15 

0 

224 

2 

16 

0 

1823 

82  :< 

13 

0 

0 

16 

10 

257 

3 

4 

0 

to 

1824 

808 

1 

10 

0 

18 

6 

291 

2 

15 

0 

1825 

756 

15 

8 

0 

18 

1 

293 

2 

11 

0 

ci 

\S-^6 

675 

15 

11 

0 

16 

7 

247 

2 

14 

1827 

659 

2 

6 

0 

14 

7 

246 

2 

13 

1828 

618 

5 

9 

0 

13 

10 

269 

2 

6 

0 

i 

1829 

964 
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6 

1 

2 

4 

298 

3 

4 

0 

< 

1830 

906 

1 

9 

1 

0 

5 

322 

2 

16 

oj 

1831 

1,003 

16 

1 

1 

3 

9 

Hundred 

of 
Cosford. 

Number 
of  Poor 
relieved 
yearly  by 
the  18 
incor- 
porated 
Parishes. 


2,848 
2,837 
2,583 
2,322 
3,164 
3,278 
3,056 
3,290 
3,197 
3,849 
3,529 
4,506 
4,025 
4,041 
3,857 
3,773 
3,728 
4,133 
4,132 


-     X  lie   IIIqII  Idle  IJI    .1 1       ^v  r.in.^  ..i*-  w^*"*-*-...   

for  the  coire>pondin..;  disjiroportionat-  amount  of  Rates. 


37.— Many  of  the  young  men  have  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  employment.    Several  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  learning  to  plough. 
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County  of  Suffolk — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W I  C  K  H  A  M    MARKET.  (3) 

V^I  L  L  I  N  G  H  A  M.  (3) 

Joliii  Lew  in, 

Cliuicliwarden. 

Cornelius  Gibbs, 

Overseer. 

-.8. — One  man  to  25  acres  of  land,  and  then  share  the 

surplui  as  wtU  as  we  can.  Some  will  h;n\lly  take  this  number, 
others  olten  double.  1  have  often  employed  one  man  to  every 
ten  acres. 

28. — According  to  each  man's  occupation. 

29. — Good  workmen  same  wages,  single  or  married. 

29. — They  are  paid  alike,  if  able-bodied  Labourers. 

30. — Land  rated  at  two  thirds  to  three  fourths  ot  Kack 
Keiil.   Houses  iVom  hulf  to  one  foiirlli  of  R  ick  Rent. 

30. — nates  at  irom  3s.  to  4s.  m  the  pound,  at  Kack 
Rent. 

31. — Increased  the  last  two  or  tln-ee  years  on  account 

of  having  had  the  small  pcx  and  tyi  hus  fever  among  the  poor,  which 
brought  many  widows  wiih  large  families  on  the  p.  rish. 

31. — Increased,  from  having  unemployed  poor,  a  thing 
scarcely  known  in  this  jjari^>li  till  lUe  last  year. 

32. — Both,  and  found  benefit  from  them. 

32. — The  parish  is  a  small  one.    We  have  two  Over- 
seers, no  Church,  and  no  Select  Vestry. 

33. — Our  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  Meeting  every  quarter 

of  a  year,  and  in  October  and  March  their  accounts  are  produced, 
examined,  and  passed,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  SelectVestry 
Act ;  and  at  the  other  two  quarters  a  rouph  account  is  jiroduced, 
to  show  the  expense  of  the  quarter,  and  the  Overseers  state  what 
they  consider  will  probably  be  required  for  the  next  quarter  5  and 
the  Ratels  made  accordingly,  if  the  Vestry  Meeting  consider  it  is 
necessaiy. 

33.— 

34. — If  the  alteration  of  any  person's  assessment  is 
found  to  be  neces.sary  or  requisite  in  common 
fairness  with  others,  the  Overseers  submit  it  to  the 
Vesti-y  Meeting  when  the  Rate  is  made ;  and 
it  is  adopted,  or  partly  so,  or  rejected. 

34.— 

35. — Overseers  and  Vestry  both  interfere  and  regulate 
these  matters,  as  described  in  Answers  to  Ques- 
tions  00  ana  o*» 

35.— 

36. — It  has  been  seriously  decreasing  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  Immense  numbers  of  Farmers 
have  lost  their  all,  and  are  now  paupers.  In 
fact,  Landowners,  Occupiers,  and  Labourers 
have  been  seriously  sinking  during  that  time. 

36.— 

37. — Our  Rates,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  back,  were 
20s.  in  the  pound,  and  almost  every  Labourer 
a  pauper ;  but  as  our  Rates  decreased  to  under 
10s.,  so  did  the  industry  of  the  best  Labourers 
increase ;  but  the  worst  are  not  improving, 
neither  are  they  so  good  workmen  as  formerly, 
when  they  could  not  obtain  so  much  from  the 
parish  funds. 

37.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Suffolk  — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  0  R  L I  N  G  H  A  M.  (3) 

John  Fisher, 

Overseer. 

W  0  R  L  I  N  G  W  O  R  T  H.  (3) 

Edward  Bar  lee. 

Clerk  &  J.  P. 

28. — One  for  every  ^20,  as  rated,  as  near  as  we  can 
assess  each  occupier. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction,  if  lliey  are  proper  Labourers. 

29. — Single  men  usually  are  glad  to  get  work  at  an 
■  under  price,  although  the  Farmer  pays  it  in 
part  in  the  Rate,  a  man  with  a  family  being 
out  of  work. 

30. — 6s.  %d.  per  pound,  as  equally  assessed  through 
the  parish. 

30.— 

31. — Increase,  \\d.  in  the  pound,  according  to  the 
annual  assessment. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseers,  and  principal  Oc- 
cupiers, assembled  in  Vestry,  decide  the  amount 
to  be  raised  each  quarter  for  the  above  purpose. 

33. — The  Overseer  of  the  poor  calls  a  Meeting  at  the 

end  of  every  quarter,  by  iiotiL-e  in  Church,  for  the  parishioners  to 
assemble  on  s  me  day  in  the  ensuing  vveelc  to  inspect  his  a  counts 
and  to  make  a  Rate.  At  this  Meeting,  a  .small  sum,  say  los.,  is 
spent  in  beer  to  induce  the  Rate-payers  to  assemble  ;  they  then 
lock  over  the  accounts,  and  determine  how  much  money  in  the 
pound  upon  the  Assessment  shall  be  raised  to  cover  the  expen- 
diture. The  Meeting  is  called  and  held  in  the  Vestry,  hut  ad- 
journr'd  to  the  ale  hous=. 

34. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseers,  and  principal  In- 
habitants decide  the  above  by  an  equal  assess 
ment  in  the  pound  each  quarter,  according  to 
the  size  and  value  of  the  premises  occupied  by 
each  person  in  the  parish. 

34. — This  is  regulated  from  time  to  titneby  public  valuers 
in  this  parish.  According  to  law,  a  majority  of 
the  Parish  Officers  may  make  tiie  Rate  as  they 
please;  the  appeal  is  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

35. — As  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  by  virtue  of 
their  office,  actintf  bv  warrant  under  the  hands 
ot  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  act  in 
conjunc'don  with  the  other  Rale-payers  in  the 
said  parish ;  and  whenever  there  may  happen 
any  difference  of  opinion  that  difference  is  de- 
cided by  vote,  according  to  the  Select  Vestry 
Act. 

35. — The  Overseer  exhibits  his  accounts  at  the  Meeting 
afore.said,  and  has  only  one  vote  as  to  the  sum 
to  be  raised,  the  same  as  any  other  Rate- 
payer. 

36.— 

36. — Rapidly  diminishing,  but  not  from  the  Poor  Laws, 
but  from  want  of  a  remunerating  crop  and  price 
for  the  last  three  years. 

37.— 

t 

37. — Diminishing;  the  Labourers,  who  are  commonly 
out  of  employ,  are  very  much  deteriorated  in  skill 
and  industry;  indeed,  if  a  man  have  a  large 
family,  so  that  the  parish  has  to  make  up  his 
allowance,  he  does  not  care  to  work  unless  he 
earns  something  more  than  his  scale. 
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County  of  SURREY — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  B  I  N  G  E  R. 

ADDINGTON  and  CROYDON.  (3 

Charles  King, 

Vestry  Clerk. 

Hewitt  Davis,  Spring  Park. 
[My  replies  must  be  taken  as  the  result  of  exprrience  m  several  parishe  s.  HD  '] 

28. — No  apportionment  has  been  made ;  surplus  La- 
bourers have  been  employed  in  the  highways. 

28.— None. 

29. — Generally  none. 

29.— 

30. — 95.,  supposed  to  be  nearly  upon  Rack  Rent. 

SC- 

31.— Increased  nearly  2s.  in  the  pound. 

SI.— Generally  on  the  increase. 

^9  —.MpifVipi* 

32.— 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  inhabitants  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled determine  by  a  majority  what  money  is 
necessary  to  be  raised  for  any  stated  period. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  make  a  new  Rate 
when  the  last  is  exhausted,  witliout  reference  to 
stated  periods  or  amount. 

84. — That  is  reguhited  by  valuation  of  the  property 
each  individual  holds. 

34. — The  Overseer,  by  the  rental  put  on  the  different 
properties. 

35.— The  Overseers  generally  propose  the  Rate,  which 
is  determined  on  as  stated  in  reply  33. 

35. — In  small  parishes  the  interference  of  the  Vestry  is 
generally  nominal.  The  Overseer  calls  a  Vestry 
when  he  finds  need  so  to  do.  It  is  seldom  any 
one  attends  except  those  brought  by  the  Over- 
seer tor  his  own  purpose ;  and  the  offices  are  fre- 
quently filled  from  year  to  year  by  the  same  per- 
sons, who  are  generally  farmers  and  tradesmen, 
and  who  probably  find  some  means  of  reconcil- 
ing themseves  to  doing  the  disagreeable  duties. 

36.— 

3(). — Decreasing.  Farming  is  not  generally  profitable, 
and  the  Poor's  Rates  are  most  grievously  felt. 

37  

37. — Much  Waste  Land  has  been  inclosed  and  brought 
into  cultivation,  which  has  improved  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  brought  more  and  regular  em- 
ployment to  the  Labourers. 
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County  of  Surrey — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ALBURY,  and  the  whole  Borders  of  Kent,  Surrey, 
Sussex,  and  Hants.  (3) 

Henry  Drummona, 

Albury  Park. 

28.— 

B  L  E  C  H  I  N  G  L  E  Y.  (3) 

licv.  JciTvis  Kenrick. 

A.  G.  Davidson,  Waterhouse  Farm. 

28.— 

29.— 

29. — I  know  of  none;  except  that  industrious  steady 
married  Men  are  preferred  when  piece-work  is 
to  be  done.                                 A.  G.  D. 

Nnnp                                                           T  K 

SC- 

30.— 

SI.- 

31.— 

32.— 

32. — 

33.— 

33. — The  Vestry ;  which  consists  of  as  many  Rate- 
payers as  choose  to  attend,  and  the  Overseers 
and  Churchwardens.    One  of  each  of  the  latter 
always  attends:  sometimes  more.          J.  K. 

34. — The  Parishes  have  all  been,  and  are  from  time 
to  time,  valued ;  and  each  Rate-payer  pays 
accordingly. 

34. — The  Vestry,  composed  as  before  mentioned. 

J.  K. 

35. — Scarcely  any  persons  attend  but  the  Overseers: 
and  It  IS  the  interest  or  all  to  keep  the  Kate  as 
low  as  possible ;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  jea- 
lousy, or  suspicion  that  the  persons  in  office  will 
not  attend  to  the  common  interest.    In  some 
Parishes,  however,  all  the  heads  meet  at  a  public 
house. 

35. — There  is  no  particular  interference;  the  Vestry 

J*1                          ?A                                                           •                                       .1  11111 

decide  what  money  is  wanted,  and  shall  be 
raised,  according  to  their  respective  Ratings  at 
a  sum  per  pound.                              J.  K. 

36. — Universally  diminished. 

36. — Rather  decreased :  more  owing  to  untoward  sea- 
sons than  any  cause  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws.                J.  K. 
Much  diminished :  greatly  owing  to  the  Poor 
Laws,  which  have,  of  late  years,  pressed  so 
heavily  on  the  Farmer.                  A.  G.  D. 

37. — Certainly  less  industrious  and  worse  workmen. 

37. — Certainly  worse;  from  Farmers  not  keeping  so 

many  Men  in  their  houses,  and  not  having  them  more  imme- 
diately under  their  eye.                                           J.  JT. 
Generally  diminishing ;  particularly  \rhen  they  are  not  employed 
by  the  piece.    A  system  of  sour  incivility  is  on  the  increase; 
and  when  an  Employer  tells  them  that  they  must  do  more,  or 
do  it  better,  the  probable  reply  is — "  I  think  I  do  it  very  well, 
and  quite  enough  for  the  money  :  and,  if  you  want  more,  you 
had  better  get  one  who  will  do  it ;  for  I  am  ready  to  go." 

A.  G,  n. 
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County  of  Surrey — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GREAT  BOOKHAM.  (2) 

B  U  C  K  L  A  N  D.  (2) 

W.  Heberden. 

Tnhrt  Prnti  Crilpt  Assistant  Overseer. 

Chas.  Edmund  Keene,  Rector. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

J.  P.  G. 

28.— 

i^c\        "XTj-v        "XT^-k  f\  1  TTtiViin  f'o    tn/ n  f>n  \x;r\rl;  i  ii  ct  Tr^f    H  €\  I'lTi  • 
■  'iN  Om        1\0  (JIIlcI  cl  lOU^   WlJcll   WLUKIIJJ^   lUl  itJlllJClo. 

a  difference  is  made  when  they  become  charge- 
able to  the  Parish.                          W.  H. 

—  1  hpi'p  i«i  no  fliTTprpnpp  npfwppn  tVip  wqitpc  r\f  tVif* 

married  and  unmarried  in  this  Parish. 

30. — 45.  6rf.  in  the  pound,  at  about  two  thirds. 

J.  P.  G. 

30.— 

31.— Neither.                                          J.  P.  G. 

31.— 

J.  p.  G. 

32. — 

33. — The  Minister,  Assistant  Overseer,  and  the  Church- 
wardens and  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

J.  P.  G. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  conjointly  decide  how 
much  money  shall  be  raised  for  the  above  pur- 
poses. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  a  valuation  of  the  Parish  made 
in  1821.                      ^                 J.  P.  G. 

34. — A  valuation  of  all  rateable  property  in  this  Parish 
was  made  about  30  years  ago;  from  which  one 
fourth  was  deducted,  in  1822,  in  order  to 
equalize  the  Assessment  with  that  of  adjoining 
Parishes.  Upon  this  scale  the  Rate  is  now 
made,  with  little  or  no  variation. 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
give  their  sanction  in  Vestry;  at  which  the 
Minister  presides.                           J.  P.  G. 

35. — The  Vestry  is  summoned  when  the  state  of  the 
Parochial  funds  requires  a  newRate  to  be  made; 
and,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Overseers,  the 
amount  required  to  meet  the  expected  demands 
is  then  agreed  upon. 

36. — Corn  and  stock  bearing  a  lower  price  than  it  did 
some  years  back,  I  presume  it  has  decreased. 
The  Poor  Rates  in  this  Parish  have,  however, 
declined  to  a  greater  degree:  so  that  I  cannot 
suppose  the  diminution  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

pr.  H. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood has  decreased  considerably  ;  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  change  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws  has  operated,  amongst  other  causes,  in 
reducing  it. 

37. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  difference.        IV.  H. 

37. — I  should  say  that  the  general  industry  of  the 
Labourers  in  this  Parish  has  increased  of  late : 
the  reverse  is  certainly  the  case  in  many  Parishes 
in  the  neighbourhood. 
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ANSWERS. 


C  H  O  B  H  A  M.  (3) 

C  0  B  H  A  M.  (2) 

Charles  Jerram, 

Vicar,  J.  P. 

1  nomas  linage,  J.  r. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  to  be  apportioned. 

28.— 

29. — Married  Men  are  most  frequently  set  to  task-work ; 
they  arc  the  best  Labourers,  but  no  difference 
is  made  in  wages  when  they  are  employed  by 
individuals. 

29. — None,  ir  equally  able-bodied. 

30. — Formerly  about  4.f. ;  last  year  65.:  and  it  is  feared 

the  present  will  amount  to  7i.  or  8s.  Nominally  rated  at  Rack- 
rent,  but  really  at  about  two  thirds  value. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

oQ  Splprf  Vpstrv.  but  an  open  Clommittpp  mepliii"" 

weekly.  An  Assistant  Overseer  for  the  last  two  years.  Both 
are  considered  of  great  use  ;  though  the  Rates,  for  reasons  that 
may  be  assigned,  have  lately  increased. 

32. — 

33. — No  fixed  sum  is  raised  for  tlie  year,  or  any  specific 

period  less  than  a  year.  When  the  sum  raised  by  a  Rate  is 
nearly  expended,  another  Rate  is  made,  and  no  person  has  any 
particular  influence  in  deciding  in  the  Parish  how  much  money 
shall  be  raised  at  any  time.  The  Rates  are  alvvays  made  at 
Is.  in  the  pound. 

33. — The  Parishioners  assemble  in  Vestry  twice  a  year, 
at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  when  an  estimate 
is  made  of  the  expected  expences  to  be  iq- 
curred  for  relief  of  the  Poor. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is 
decided,  when  any  alteration  in  the  customary 
Rate  is  made,  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers in  Vestry.  The  Rates  are  far  fi  oni  being 
equal  at  present,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
have  a  new  valuation  of  the  Parish. 

34. — The  Parish  in  Vestry  assembled. 

35. — The  decision  is  made  by  the  general  sense  of  the 
Vestry,  so  that  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
have  little  or  no  more  influence  in  the  decision 
than  any  other  individual  in  the  Vestry.  There 
are,  however,  seldom  more  than  two  or  three 
Individuals,  besides  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers,  present. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  jointly  agree  as  to 
the  sums  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor, 
and  all  other  expences  charged  on  the  Poor's 
Rate. 

36. — Evidently  decreasing;  and  among  other  co-oper- 
ating causes,  I  consider  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws  one  of  the  most  powerful.  They  render 
more  Labourers  necessary  to  cultivate  the  ground, 
because  they  make  them  individually  less  efficient ; 
and  the  increasing  Rates  leaving  the  Farmer  less 
means  of  paying  them,  he  has  not  the  same  means 
he  formerly  had  of  expending  his  capital  on  the 
improvement  of  his  land  :  it  is  drawn  oft"  to  other 
purptjscsj  uiiu  niit^iioi  jancis  are  scarcely  cuitivateu. 

36. — Much  decreased,  by  the  increase  of  Poor  Rates, 
and  the  repeated  wet  Summers  that  have  oc- 
curred in  the  last  6  or  7  year.<. 

37. — Less  industrious,  and  inferior  workmen ;  and 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  they  have  no  motive  for 
being  industrious  or  acquitting  themselves  well, 
when  the  idle  Man  and  the  bad  workman  fares  as 
well  as  the  industrious  and  careful,  from  the  facility 
of  obtaining  Parochial  labour  and  wages.  There 
are,  however,  some  Labourers  of  better  principles, 
who  continue  under  their  old  Masters,  and  are  in- 
dustrious and  thrifty. 

37. — Equally  good  workmen  as  they  have  been  for 
the  last  50  years,  but  less  disposed  to  exert 
themselves,  as  wages  are  considerably  higher, 
and  good  clothing  of  all  kinds  much  cheaper; 
also  to  the  absence  of  all  shame  of  applying  to 
the  Parish,  to  which,  upon  distress,  they  have 
instant  recourse. 
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EAST  CLANDON  particularly,  and  adjoining  Parish  of  West  Horsley.  (2) 


George  Holme  Sumner. 


28.— 


29. — There  is  no  avowed  difference  made,  but  I  have  shown,  in  Answer  10,  how  I  manage  this  very  difficult 
point. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Overseer  of  the  Poor  generally  consulting  me. 


34. — -The  Rate  of  Assessment  was  fixed  many  years  ago  by  the  then  Farmers  of  the  Parish  ;  I  offered  to  leave 
it  to  them,  and  promised,  if  they  would  do  it  conscientiously,  according  to  their  best  judgments,  to  abide 
by  it.    I  was  satisfied,  and  the  same  scale  has  continued  unvaried. 


35. — The  Overseers  ;  each  takes  the  active  duty  of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  Rates  for  6  months.  Notice  of 
holding  Vestries  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  new  Rate  is  regularly  given,  but  it  is  seldom  attended 
then,  and  none  are  held  for  other  purposes ;  two  Farmers  and  myself  administer  all  the  Parochial  business 
with  a  perfectly  good  understanding. 


36. — I  am  satisfied  the  amount  of  agricultural  capital  is  in  a  daily  and  progressive  state  of  diminution.  An 
increased  circulating  medium  would  furnish  the  means  of  extended  employment,  and  consequently  abate 
to  the  like  extent  the  burden  of  Poor  Rates. 


37. — Having  farmed  largely  during  36  years  in  this  and  the  adjoining  Parish,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressmg 

my  opinion,  that  the  industry  of  Labourers,  and  the  zeal  and  good  will  with  which  they  perform  it,  is  far  less  now  than  during  the  first 
ten  years  that  I  managed  my  estate ;  I  attribute  this  directly  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Poor  Laws  have  been  admiriistered,  equally  in  the 
teeth  of  the  spirit  in  which  those  Laws  were  framed  and  the  letter  of  the  Act,  and  against  common  sense.  Parish  Officers  have  been 
instructed,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  add  so  much  to  the  earnings  of  the  Labourer,  as,  with  them,  would  make  up  the  sum  that  the  same 
Magistrates  thought  necessary  for  the  sustenance  and  incidental  expences  of  such  Labourer ;  and,  what  was  worse,  the  Labourer  was 
instructed  that  such  was  his  right.  What  is  the  great  stimulus  to  labour  ?  Need,  and  that  need  measured  by  the  numbers  the  individual 
had  burdened  himself  with  the  duty  of  providing  for.  The  Man  must  work  harder  to  provide  for  7  mouths  than  for  6,  if  he  has  no 
resource  but  his  own  exertions  ;  but  if  the  Parish  have  to  make  the  earnings  up  to  the  measure  of  his  wants,  what  stimulus  is  there  to  urge 
them  on  to  obtain  more  of  earnings  for  6  mouths,  than  he  did  for  4  or  for  2  ?  The  Labourers  so  instructed,  not  only  exerted  themselves 
less,  but,  relying  on  Parochial  relief,  neglected  to  do  as  his  Father  had  done,  take  his  Cliildren  to  the  field  with  him,  and  while  working 
for  tlieir  subsistence,  initiate  them  in  the  practice  of  the  various  works  of  husbandry,  wliereby  in  future  they  are  to  maintain  themselves. 
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ANSWERS. 


C  R  0  W  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 

EG  HAM.  (1) 

Wm.  Austin,  Churchwarden. 
Thomas  Coomber,  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

Moses  Ducky 

Overseer. 

28. 

29. — Yes. 

OQ  ^nnp 

30. — 7s.  in  the  pound,  on  Rack-rent. 

SC- 

31.— About  the  same. 

SI.— 

32. — Neither. 

32. — 

33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  Vestry.   W.  A. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  Vestry 
assembled,  and  those  Parishioners  who  think 
proper  to  attend. 

34. — Decided  in  Vestry.                                W.  A. 

34.— 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  in  de- 
ciding these  matters.                           W.  A. 

35. — Notice  is  given  in  Churcli,  for  that  purpose,  to  the 
Inhabitants,  but  few  attend. 
Having  to  pay  Rates  in  other  Parishes,  and  having 
for  many  years  attended  in  this  and  several  other 
Parishes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Rates  are 
made  in  many  Parishes. 

36. — Decreased,  from  ungenial  years. 

36. — There  appears  to  be  a  great  depression  in  agri- 
cultural property,  but  the  Poor  R^tes  are  not 
high  in  this  Parish. 

37.— Yes. 

37. — Not  so  industi  ious.    Worse  workmen.  Depend 
too  much  on  the  Parish,  single  or  married, 
with  or  without  Families. 
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County  of  Surrey — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


E  W  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 

F  A  R  N  H  A  M.  (3) 

C.  A.  Steuart, 

William  Mellersh,  late  Guardian  for  14  years. 

i^n  n  ?    ^'l  Tit  m  nvi  n  c      Tnn  n    f-TfriM/ ^  ^^t/orcoorc 

28. — Every  attempt  to  apportion  the  Labourers  among 
the  Occupiers  has  failed,  through  the  opposition 
of  one  or  two  persons. 

28. — There  is  not  a  Labourer  too  many,  if  they  were 
properlv  apportioned.                Iv.  M. 
No.        ■'                              T.S.  J.H. 

29. — Not  avowedly;  but  that  such  distinction  is  often 
made,  there  are  strong  reasons  for  concluding. 

29. — Too  generally  made.    The  Parish  scale  has  been 

adopted  by  the  Farmer  (that  of  paying  Labourers  according  to 
their  necessities) :  but  Is.  or  \s.6d.  per  week  more  is  given  by  the 
Farmer  in  all  cases.                                             W.  M. 
Not  generally.                                              T.  S.        J.  H. 

30. — From  105.  to  12s.,  on  four  fifths  of  estimated  Rent. 

30. — 8s.,  upon  four  fifths  of  real  value.   W.  M. 

8s.  iu  the  pound,  upon  two  thirds.   T.  S.    J.  H. 

31. — In  1830,  they  amounted  to  1138/.  lis.  9(1.;  in 
1831,  to  1194/.  19s.  7^d.  I  trust  they  will  not 
be  increased  this  year. 

31. — Increased  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound.     W.  M. 

Increased  greatly.                        T.  S.    J.  H. 

32. — We  have  not. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 

who,  with  an  efficient  Guardian,  keeps  away  impostors.  IKM. 

Not  any.                                    T.  S.    J.  H. 

33. — When  money  is  wanted  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor, 

the  Parish  Clerk,  by  order  of  one  of  the  Parish  Officers,  gives 
notice  in  the  Cliurch,  that  a  Meeting  will  be  held  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  Hate.  Three  Rates  are  generally  made  in  each 
year.  Should  any  difficulty  arise  from  the  opposition  of  rated 
Inhabitants  to  the  proposals  of  the  Officers,  I  should  stale  to 
them  that  the  concurrence  of  such  Inhabitants  is  not  necessary. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Parishioners 
in  Vestry,  agree  upon  a  Rate  for  a  quarter  of  a 
year.                                     W.  M. 
The  Parish  Officers  and  Inhabitants  in  Vestry 
assembled.                              T.  S.    J.  H. 

34. — The  Rents  on  which  the  Rates  are  raised  re- 
spectively, have  not  been  generally  altered  for 
time  almost  out  of  mind.  In  the  instances  where 
alterations  have  become  necessary,  or  been 
deemed  just,  they  have  been  made  at  public 
Vestries. 

34. — Each  Payer  is  rated  according  to  a  valuation  made 
some  years  ago,  and  which  has  been  altered 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Parish  Officers,  to 
meet  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
properties.                               W.  M. 
The  Parish  Officers.                    T.  S.    J.  H. 

S5. — I  am  not  aware  that  I  can  state  more  in  answer 
hereto,  than  may  be  collected  from  what  has 
gone  before. 

35. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Parishioners 
decide  in   Vestry,   which  is  generally  thinly 
attended.                                 W.  M. 
The  Parish  Officers  state  to  the  Vestry  the  pro- 
bable sum  required,  and  the  latter  give  them 
their  sanction.                         T.  S.    „  .H. 

36. — It  has  greatly  diminished,  and  is,  I  fear,  diminish- 
ing: perhaps  I  ought  to  say  was,  before  the  late 
Harvest.  The  money  expended  on  the  Poor 
has,  doubtless,  been  one  cause  of  diminution. 

36. — Decreasing,  owing  to  increasing  Poor's  Rates,  and 
our  deplorable  state  of  Pauperism,  brought  on 
by  the  misapplication  of  the  Poor  Laws.  W.M. 
Diminishing,  partly  on  account  of  the  burden  of 
the  Poor  Rates.'                      T.  S.    J.  H. 

37. — Manji  of  them  are  unemployed  for  a  great  part  of 
the  year,  owing  to  want  of  money,  or  profitable 
investment  of  money  in  agriculture.  If  it  be 
true  that  practice  makes  perfect,  they  cannot 
obtain  that  which  would  render  them  expert 
workmen. 

37. — Very  much  worse,  from  being  sent  to  the  Parish, 
where  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  make  Men 
work.                                      W.  M. 
Diminishing.  Worse  than  formerly.  T.  S.  J.  H. 
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G  O  D  S  T  0  N  E.                 (3)  ' 

GUILDFORD  (United  Parishes  of  St.  Maky  and 
Holy  Trinity).  (l) 

■  ;   ► 

Mattheu)  Martin, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Henry  Parr  Seloe, 

Rector. 

28. — No  apportionment  made. 

28. — 

29. — A  small  difference  is  made,  with  occasional  Work- 
men, but  seldom  with  constant  Labourers. 

29. — None. 

30, — 7s.  in  the  pound  ;  Assessment  about  three  fourths 
of  Rental. 

30.— 

31. — Continues  about  the  same. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  meet  with  the 
Assistant  Overseer,  and  determine  what  money 
is  wanted  for  annual  expences,  and  the  Rate  is 
then  voted  by  a  Vestry  legally  called  and  as- 
sembled, who  never  object,  and  seldom  meet  in 
any  number. 

33. — Notice  is  published  on  the  Sunday  for  a  meeting, 
of  all  Occupiers  in  the  Parish,  to  be  held  in 
Vestry,  to  make  a  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor ;  an  estimate  is  produced  by  the  Over- 
seer, and  the  sense  taken  by  a  majority  of  those 
present. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer,  according  to  his  Assessment, 
except  in  the  case  of  excused  Parishioners,  who 
are  such  as  the  Overseers  deem  poor  and  un- 
able to  pay.  If  the  Parish  so  agree,  the  As- 
sessment is  lowered  or  raised  on  any  individual, 
without  altering  the  whole  Rate. 

34. — The  Parish  Meeting  in  Vestry  assembled. 

35. — The  amount  of  Rate,  and  any  incidental  charge 
in  assessment,  is  determined  generally  in  very 
small  Meetings ;  the  disbursements  for  the  Poor 
in  larger  Meetings;  and  the  largest  Meeting  is 
held  on  the  25th  of  March,  when  the  Books  ar^ 
laid  before  the  Parish,  but  not  made  up  till  the 
next  meeting  of  Magistrates. 

35. — The  Overseers  act  as  Parishioners  only;  if  the 
sense  of  the  Vestry  is  with  them,  their  Vote  is 
not  requisite;  if  against  them,  I  never  knew 
their  Vote  tendered. 

36. — It  may  be  considered  to  have  been  reduced  one 
foui^,  but  not  from  the  direct  operation  of  the 
Poor  Laws.  Low  prices  and  bad  Harvests 
have  been  the  cause.  • 

36. — Diminishing ;  attributed  to  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws, 

37. — Much  as  formerly ;  though  the  number  employed 
by  the  Parish  in  digging  gravel,  has  a  great 
tendency  to  beget  idleness :  and  that  number  is 
increasing. 

37. — As  a  Clergyman,  I  feel  there  is  little  ground  for 
complaint  of  want  of  industry  :  a  few  cases  will 
necessarily  exist,  but  good  workmen  are  sure  of 
employment ;  and  the  employers  say  they  never 
knew  better  workmen  than  at  present. 
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County  of  Surrey — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GUILDFORD,  (St.  Nicholas).  (3) 

H  A  S  L  E  M  E  R  E.  (3) 

Isaac  Ellij,  loverseers. 
(Jfiat'iss  onepardf  J 

John  Mitchell, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — None  of  that  description. 

28. — No  regulation  of  this  kind  has  taken  place; 
neither  can  it,  unless  an  Act  of  Parliament  is 
passed  to  oblige  the  Farmers  to  come  into  it. 

29. — Not  generally. 

29. — None,  unless  employed  by  the  Parish ;  and  then 
a  Man  is  paid  in  proportion  to  the  number  in 
his  Family. 

30. — Two  thirds,  at  about  7s.  '^^d.  in  the  pound. 

30. — For  the  last  year  they  amounted  to  17s.  in  the 

pound.  Our  Assessment  we  consider  to  be  about  two  thirds 
of  the  real  value. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — About  the  same  the  last  3  years. 

32. — Neither. 


33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants, 
at  a  public  Vestry  held  for  that  purpose. 


34.. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants 
in  Vestry. 


35. — The  Overseers  take  an  equal  part  with  the  rest  of 
the  Inhabitants  in  Vestry,  after  laying  their 
Accounts  before  them. 


36. — Diminishing  very  much ;  by  the  increase  of  Fa- 
milies, indolence  of  the  same,  and  having  ex- 
perienced very  bad  seasons  of  late  years. 


37. — Worse,  most  certainly. 


32. — None. 


33. — A  Rate  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  is  made,  when 

money  is  wanted  by  the  Overseers,  who  give  regular  notice  in 
the  Church,  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  of  their  intention,  ap- 
pointing the  day  and  hour,  and  calling  on  the  Inhabitants  of 
■  the  Parish  to  assemble  in  Vestry  at  the  Parish  Church,  for  the 
purpose  of  agreeing  as  to  the  amount  of  the  said  Rate,  which 
is  afterwards  sanctioned  by  the  signature  of  the  Magistrates  at 
their  Petty  Sessions  held  at  Guildford  every  fortnight. 


34. — The  Inhabitants  of  houses,  and  Occupiers  of  land 
within  the  Parish,  are  assessed  for  the  same,  by 
an  estimate  of  value  of  the  whole  Parish,  which 
was  made  a  few  years  since,  by  a  competent 
person  (not  having  any  interest  in  the  Parish), 
who  was  appointed,  by  the  Inhabitants  in 
Vestry  assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  said  estimate. 


35. — 'Ihe  Overseers  arc  regular  in  giving  notice  of 
their  intention  of  making  their  Rates,  agreeable 
to  the  Answer  to  the  33d  Query.  The  Meeting 
in  Vestry  is  not  often  numerously  attended  upon 
these  occasions;  but  I  know  of  no  instance  of 
any  dissension  at  such  Meetings:  but  should  it 
happen  that  any  division  should  take  place  on 
the  occasion,  it  would  be  decided  by  a  majority 
of  legal  Votes  of  persons  attending  the  said 
Meeting;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Magistrates  at  their  Petty  Ses- 
sions. 


36. — Diminishing,  certainly  :  occasioned,  principally, 
by  the  exorbitant  charge  upon  the  land  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Poor. 


37. — Diminished. 
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H  O  R  L  E  Y.  (3) 


Thomas  Bray, 

Vestry  Clerk. 


28. — Of  course  those  Occupiers  having  most  land  em- 
ploy most  Labourers,  but  under  no  compulsion 
to  do  so. 


29. — Married  Men  have  most  wages  when  employed 
by  the  parish  on  the  Road,  but  when  employed 
by  individuals  there  is  no  difference. 


30. — Was  Is.  in  the  pound  last  year,  but  estimated  not 
at  Rack  Rent,  but  at  a  certain  proportion  less 
than  three  fourths, 

3L — Have  rather  increased. 


32. — Neither. 


33.— 


34.— 


35.— 


36.— 


37.— 


L  I  M  P  S  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 


Hertry  Cox, 

ISiirvevor  of  Highways. 

28. 

— No;  every  one  employs  as  many  as  he  pleases, 
and  the  parish  take  the  unemployed  on  the 
roads. 

29.- 

— I  believe  no  difference  is  made ;  but  when  many 
men  are  out  of  employ  the  married  are  first 
employed,  from  regard  to  the  parish  funds. 

30. 

— The  Kate  is  nearly  at  Rack  Rent,  and  the  Rates, 
including  church  and  highways,  are  above  65. 6r/. 
in  the  pound. 

3L- 

— The  Rates  have  rather  increased  in  the  last  year. 

32.- 

— We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select 
Vestry. 

33.  — Necessity  decides,  in  this  parish,  when  and  how 

much  money  is  lo  be  raised  ;  the  Kates  ari.'  made  at  Ves'ry,  open 
to  all  who  choose  to  attend  ;  the  Oveiseers  are  generally  there  ; 
they  only  vote  as  other  individuils.  When  the  last  Rate  is  nearly 
expended,  the  accounts  shew  ihe  fact,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Assistant  Overseer  a  new  Rate  is  made,  mostly  at  is.  in  the 
pound,  and  that  lasts  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time,  according  to  the 
various  claims  upon  it, until  another  Ra'e  is  wanted. 

34.  — There  is  in  the  parish  a  list  of  all  persons  occupy- 

ing property,  distinguishing  the  several  parcels  held  by  each,  with 
a  value  fixed  upon  every  parcel,  which  is  supposed  to  bear  the 
same  proportion  to  the  real  annual  value  in  every  instance,  and  in 
this  parish  the  fixed  value  is  thought  to  be  about  three-fourths  of 
the  real  value,  and  the  Rate  is  a  poundage  upon  this  sum.  There 
has  not  been  for  a  great  many  years  a  professional  valuation  of  the 
parish ;  but  a  few  alterations  in  the  rateable  value,  or  rental,  as  it 
is  called,  have  occasionally  been  made.  Sometimes,  on  improve- 
ments taking  place,  the  charge  has  been  raised,  and  where  property 
has  depreciated  it  has  been  lowered. 

35.  — I  have  stated  already  how  the  Rate  is  made.  The 

Overseers  are  generally  the  best  informed  upon 
parish  business  of  those  attending  the  \'estry,  and 
their  recommendation  is  listened  to,  but  they 
vote  as  others ;  they  are  responsible  to  the  public 
for  the  performance  of  their  duty ;  and  I  pre- 
sume, if  they  were  refused  a  Rate  by  the  Vestry 
when  it  was  really  wanted,  they  must  make  one 
themselves.  Notwithstanding  great  care  is  taken 
in  this  parish,  the  Poor  Rates  are  increasing. 


36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  stock  may 
perhaps  be  a  little  diminished,  but  1  think  it  is 
not  diminishing  at  present  in  this  parish.  I  do 
not  attribute  any  influence  on  this  point  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  sufficiently  industrious,  and 
are  good  workmen  ;  but  they  are  not  permitted 
to  do  as  much  as  they  could,  for  piece-work  is 
not  so  much  given  as  formerly. 


P.  L.  (b.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Surrey  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  I  N  G  F  I  E  L  D.  (2) 

MERKOW.  (3) 

Charles  Head, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

jirlhur  Onslow,  Rector. 
T.  B.  Sherratt,  Clmrchwarden. 

28.  No,  because  some  have  not  the  money  to  pay 

them. 

28.— No.                                  A.O.  r.B.S. 

29.— No,  unless  employed  by  the  parish. 

29.— No.                                   A.O.  T.B.S. 

30.  7s.  to  8s.  6rf.  in  the  pound,  at  about  two  thirds. 

30. —  1  nree  lourtns,  at  '*>$.  od.           A.  U.   1 .  i>.  o. 

31. — Rather  diminished. 

31.— But  little  variation.                A.O.  T.B.S. 

32.— No  Select  Vestry;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  is  considered  beneficial. 

32.— No.                                   A.O.  2\B.S. 

33._The  Overseers  and  Parishioners  in  Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  Churchwardens, 
in  concurrence  with  the  Vestry.           A.  0. 

34._The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer^  is 
assessed  according  to  a  valuation  made  in  1823. 

34. — It  is  done  by  assessment  made  by  consent  of 
Vestry.                                           A.  0. 

35.  The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants 

meet  monthly  for  the  transaction  of  parish  bu- 

SinCSS.      ll              palllCUldl    Caac   Ul^^^uio  uci/Wttii 

these  Meetings,  and  the  Overseers  and  Assistant 
Overseer  are  unable  to  satisfy  themselves,  they 
call  a  Vestry,  and  take  the  decision  thereof. 

35. — It  is  done  conjointly.                            A,  0. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing.    In  part  attributable  to  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws.               A.  0. 

3-7.— 

37. — W^e  cannot  generally  complain.              A.  0. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


M  E  R  S  T  H  A  M.  (3) 

MITCH  AM. 

liobert  Boffey, 

Cluiicliwarden. 

Robert  Cliicic,  jiin.  Collector.  (2) 
H^illium  Simpson,  Overseer.  (1) 

28. — The  chief  part  of  the  Labourers  are  employed  with- 
out being  apportioned;  the  average  of  the  Rental 
about  12*.  per  acre;  number  of  horses  72. 

28.— No.                                       E.C.  W.S, 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  distinction,  except  in  the  relief  received  from 
the  parish,  which  is  6s.  single  men ;  \s.  6d.  more 
for  wife  and  children  up  to  I2s.  per  week.  W.S. 
No  distinction.                                     It.  C. 

30. — 4«.  6c?.  in  the  pound  Poor  Rate,  at  three  fifths  of 

the  Rental,  and  about  is.  for  Church  and  Highway  Rates. 

30. — 6s.  9d.  in  the  pound.                             PV.  S. 

Poor's  Rate,  6s.  in  the  pound  on  three  fourths,  or  not  less  than  half 
the  value.                                                                JJ.  c 

31.— No. 

31. — Diminished  Is.  in  the  pound.         E.  C.  W.S. 

32.— No. 

32.  — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

W.  S. 

An  Assistant  Overseer  ;  a  perfect  sinecure  of  £ioo  per  ann.  Jt  C- 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  as  many 
of  the  Rate-payers  as  think  proper  to  attend 
the  Vestries  that  are  convened  by  notice  in  the 
Church  whenever  an  assessment  is  to  be  made. 

33. — Perfectly  at  the  discretion  of  the  Overseers. 

R.  C. 

The  Overseers  state  the  sum  %vanted  in  Vestry, 
when  it  is  usually  agreed  to.    In  general  a  very 
small  number  of  Rate-payers  attend  the  Vestry. 

W.S. 

34. — The  Churchwai'dens  and  Overseers. 

34. — The  Vestry  decide  by  adhering  to  a  valuation 
made  in  1815,  though  many  persons  consider 
themselves  unjustly  assessed  in  consequence. 

w.  s. 

The  Overseer  makes  the  Rate,  and  it  is  signed 
by  the  Magistrates.                            H.  C. 

35. — It  is  a  general  custom  with  the  officers  for  one  Over- 
seer to  collect  the  Rates  and  the  other  to  receive 
the  same  when  collected  ;  and  all  monthly  Vestry 
payments,  and  casual  relief,  &c.  are  geneiallv 
paid  by  one  as  cashier,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  other  officers  of  the  parish. 

35. — These  matters  are  principally  decided  by  the 
Uverseers  and  a  very  few  Rate-payers,  the  great 
majority  not  attending  Vestries.           W.  S. 

Generally  one  Overseer  lakes  the  leading  part. 
The  accounts  have  not  been  balanced  for  13 
years.    The  Overseer  gives  the  parish  orders  to 
what  tradesmen  he  pleases,  wlio  bring  in  their 
bills  to  the  succeeding  Overseers,  by  whom  they 
are  paid,  however  extravagant;  and  the  accounts 
subsequently  pass  without  examination. 

R.  C. 

36.— 

.S6. — Diminishing ;  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  bad 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.  R.C. 

Decreasing.    It  may  in  some  degree  be  owing  to  the  high  rates,  but 
more  to  the  de|ireciation  in  the  prices  of  the  produce  of  the  [  hysic 
and  other  gardens, — lavender,  peppermint,  and  potatoes.  Where 
the  spirit  of  the  Labourer  has  been  brouglit  down  to  receive  pare- 
chial  assistance,  industry  and  morals  decline,  insomuch  that  some 
Labourers  with  families  cannot  obtain  employment  from  any  inha- 
bitant to  whom  they  are  known.  ^, 

37. 

37. — Diminishing,  and  worse  workmen.           R.  C. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Surrey — cont'mued. 


ANSWERS. 


M  O  R  T  L  A  K  E.  (3) 

N  E  W  D  I  G  A  T  E.  (3) 

Charles  King, 

Vestrv  Clerk. 

».   ^  

John  Charts  Vestry  Clerk. 

John  Bj'OGclwood. 

28.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

28.— No.                                                 J.  a 

29, — No  distinction  is  made. 

29. —  Generally  no  distinction.                        J.  C. 
None.                                    J.  C.    J.  B. 

30, — 3^,  6d.  in  the  pound  per  annum  on  three  fourths 
of  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 13^.  36?.  in  the  pound,  rated  at  two  thirds  of  the 
Rack  Rent,  or8«.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent.  J.  C. 

31. — No  material  difference. 

31. — Nearly  the  same.                                  J.  C. 

"NTn  Splpft  Vpstrv     An  Assistant  Overseer,  with 
a  salary  of  ,^'10  a  year. 

32.— No.                                                 J.  C. 

33. — When  the  Overseers  want  a  Rate,  they  call  a 
Vestry  to  grant  the  Rate,  which  they  calculate 
they  shall  want.  The  Inhabitants  consider  and 
determine  the  amount. 

33. — The  Overseers  assemble  a  General  Vestry  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  that  Vestry  decides  what  the 
Rate  shall  be  in  the  pound.                  J.  C. 

34, —The  Inhabitants  in  Vestry,  guided  by  valuations 
or  Rents  actually  paid,  assess  the  Rate-payers, 
and  correct  the  last  Rate  book  where  changes 
render  it  necessary. 

34. — The  Assessment  of  the  parish  is  considered  as 
two  thirds  of  the  full  amount  (annual  value) , 
and  each  Occupier  pays  so  much  per  pound  on 
that  assessment.                                 J.  C. 

35.  The  Overseers  recommend  and  ask  for  the  Rate, 

which  the  Inhabitants  determine. 

33. — The  Overseers  act  as  collectors  and  treasurers  of 
the  parish  money ;  but  in  all  matters  relative 
to  the  distribution  thereof  they  generally  have 
the  opinion  of  the  whole  Vestry.           J.  C. 

36.— Generally  diminished ;  and  the  weight  of  the  Poor 
Laws  may  be  one  cause  of  it. 

36  Diminishing ;  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  Poor's 

Rates  and  price  of  labour  when  compared  with 
the  price  of  produce.                J.  C.    J.  B. 

37. —Generally  speaking  worse,  which  is  attributable  in 
a  "-reat  decree  to  the  numerous  Beer-shops. 

37, — They  are  supposed  to  be  worse,  and  getting  still 
worse.                                   «/•  C.    J.  B. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Surrey — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


O  X  T  E  D.  (3) 

SEND  AND  RIPLEY.  (3) 

C.  L,  H.  master,  J.  Ir. 

Rev.  G.  JV,  Onslow,  J.  T. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — No  difference  ;  I  suspect  the  Farmers  do  not  pay 
the  supernumerary  Labourers  they  employ  in 
Winter  all  equally. 

29. — Generally  speaking,  there  is  no  difference  by 
piece-work ;  sometimes  there  is  by  the  day. 

SC- 

30.— 

SI.— 

3L— 

32.— 

32.— 

33.— 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  call  Vestry  Meetings  when 
money  is  required  for  the  necessary  relief  of  the  poor 
of  the  parish.    The  Parish  Officers,  in  conjunction 
with  any  inhabitants  who  choose  to  attend,  agree  to 
make  a  Rate  to  the  amount  they  may  think  expe- 
dient, generally  \s,  Gel,  or  2s.  m  the  pound  upon 
each  occupier's  Assessment. 

34.— 

34. — Each  Rate-payer,  in  the  proportion  he  is  rated. 

35.- 

35. — It  is  done  conjointly. 

36. — I  am  not  competent  to  give  an  opinion. 

36. — I  believe  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  to  be 
very  greatly  diminished,  from  circumstances  of  former 
unfavourable  seasons;  great  fluctuations  in  the  price  of 
produce;  heavy  Poor  Rates,  and  perhaps,  I  might  add, 
though  I  do  not  presume  to  give  an  opinion,  the 
alteration  in  the  currency.   Agricultural  capital  must 
continue  to  diminish  unless  more  favourable  times 
ensue.    If  the  poor  are  to  be  preserved  from  starving, 
I  know  no  better  than  the  present  mode  of  relief.    As  long  as 
there  was  useful  employment  the  Poor  Rates  were  not  grievous. 

37. — I  do  not  know  of  any  change. 

37. — There  are  many  very  industrious  and  excellent 
Labourers  in  this  parish ;  I  am,  however,  sorry 
to  say,  that  the  majority  of  young  men  are  become 
very  idle,  from  want  of  employment,  or,  what  is 
as  bad,  from  being  employed  on  the  road  and  in 
gravel  pits,  at  wages  which  will  afford  barely  the 
the  necessaries  of  life.   Upon  the  whole,  they  are 
much  worse  than  I  remember  them  40  years  ago. 

P.  L.  (Ji.)— Part  IU. 
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County  of  Surrey — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STREATHAM.  (1) 

WALLINGTON  Hamlet  (Beddington  Pauish). 

J.  S.  Yeats, 
r^lfirl*'  trt  thp  rTimrfliaiTi  of  tiif*  Poor. 

Henry  Bridges,  J.  P.  (3) 
H.  G.  Lorairie. 

28.— No. 

28.— Employed  as  required,  without  distinction. 

H.  B. 

29.— No. 

29.— Not  any.                            Ji.  G.  L.    H.  B. 

30. — 4s.  or  a  two-third  assessment. 

30. — About  2s.  to  2s.  6rf.  in  the  pound,  upon  its  value. 

H.B. 

31. — Nominally  diminished  from  4s.  6d.  to  4s.;  but  an 

increase  of  rental  has  taken  place,  amounting  to 
nearly  5^4,000. 

31. —Neither.                                            H.  B. 

32.— No ;  but  the  management  of  the  Poor  is  vested,  by 
a  Local  Act,  30  Geo.  iii.  cap.  80,  in  Guardians 
of  the  Poor. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    We  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer.                                             H.  B. 

33. — The  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled. 

33.— The  Overseers.                   H.  B.    R.  G.  L. 

34. — The  Vestry  make  the  assessment  upon  each  Rate- 
payer.   The  duty  of  enforcing  payment  de- 
volves on  the  Overseer. 

34. — The  Assessment  is  made  upon  Valuation  made  in 
1806.                                             H.  B. 

Since  1831  a  new  valuation  has  taken  place,  and 
the  Assessment  made  upon  two-thirds  of  the 
valuation.                                     Ji.  G.  L. 

35. — The  Overseers  never  of  themselves  have  been 
known  to  make  a  Rate  without  the  authority  of 
the  Vestry,  of  which  they  usually  form  a  part. 

35. — The  Vestry  takes  no  part.                     H.  B. 

The  Overseers  claim  the  absolute  right,  if  they  think 
proper  to  exercise  it.                     R.  G.  L. 

36.— 

36. — Rather  increasing  than  otherwise,  but  I  do  not 
attribute  it  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
Administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.     R.  G.  L. 

37.— 

37. — I  am  not  aware  that  any  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  the  Industry  of  the  Labourers  of  this 
parish. 

The  wages  obtained  in  the  factories  used  to  be  exorbi- 
tant, and  usually  spent  in  dissipation  and  extravaga- 
gance.  I  have  known  the  factory  men  strike  for  wages 
when  they  were  earning  20s.  a  day  [?],  and  the  mas- 
ters wire  obliged  to  submit  :    the  consequence  has  been  that  the 
trade  has  been  driven  away  to  Manchester  and  GUsgow.  R.G.L. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COiMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  SUSSEX —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  L  C I  S  T  O  N. 

Henry  Ridge, 

Overseer. 


(3) 


28.— Not  any. 


29. — No  distinction. 


30. — 14«.  in  the  pound,  at  one  third  rack  rent. 


31. — Increased  1«.  in  the  pound. 


32. — Neither. 


S3. — Due  notice  is  given  to  all  Rate-payers,  and  is 
decided  by  unanimous  consent. 


34. — The  Rate-payers  at  a  General  Meeting. 


35. — The  property  in  the  parish  being  in  the  occu- 
pation of  three  individual  Farmers,  all  matters 
are  decided  by  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Rate -payers. 


36.— 


37.— 


AMBERLEY. 

John  Hartley,  Vicar. 
Edmund  Searle,  Churchwarden. 


(2) 


28.— 


29. — With  able-bodied  Labourers  we  make  no  dis- 
tinction. 


30. 


31.— 


32  


33. — The  affairs  of  this  parish  are  conducted  in  open 
Vestry,  and  usually  determined  on  by  the  prin- 
cipal persons ;  and  upon  approval  by  the  Ma- 
gistrates is  signed,  and  then  collected  on  their 
authority.  jr  //_ 


34. — About  fifteen  years  ago  this  parish  was  inclosed 
by  disinterested  Commissioners,  and  the  amount 
of  each  Rate-payer  was  assigned.  J.  H. 


35.— The  Vestry  being  an  open  one,  any  Rate-payer 
is  at  liberty  to  attend  the  Meeting;  and  the 
busmess  so  conducted  is  decided  by  a  majority 
of  numbers.  j;  jj 


36.— Diminished  ;  which  is  generally  to  be  attributed 
to  the  vast  increase  of  the  poor. 


37.— Dimmished ;  in  consequence  of  the  certainty  of 
parochial  relief,  and  the  general  relaxation  of 
morals,  Workmen  are  not  so  good. 


P.L.  (b.)— Part  IH. 
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County  of  Sussex —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  N  G  M  E  R  I  N  G.  (2) 

ARDINGLY.  (3) 

John  Cole  Tomkins. 

James  Hamilton, 

Rector. 

23.— 

28.— 

29. — 3s.  per  week,  [allowance  ?] 

29. — No  difference. 

30.— 

oU.  

81.— 

31.— 

32.— 

32.— 

33.— 

33.- — A  Select  Vestry,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
parish. 

34.— 

34. — Such  changes  have  taken  place  within  thirty 
years,  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  that  in 
various  instances  the  valuation  has  been  consi- 
dered incorrect,  and  complained  of. 

35.- 

35. — The  Overseers  being  of  the  Select  Vestry,  their 
interference  with  its  other  members  are  pretty 
equal.     There   are   no   resident  Gentlemen 
(proprietors  of  estates  in  the  parish)  nor  any 
persons  of  consequence  to  direct  or  take  a  lead 
in  the  Vestries,  and  consequently,  from  existing 
jealousies  amongst  the  Farmers,  matters  are 
•           very  badly  managed.    Fresh  Rates  have  been 
frequently  applied  for  and  granted  before  the 
last  had  hppn  whollv  exnended 

36. — Diminished,  owing  to  the  increase  of  Poor. 

36. — Diminishing  in  a  lamentable  degree,  and  I  attri- 
bute the  falling  off  in  a  very  great  measure  to 
the  disgraceful  management  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Diminished,  from  being  obliged  to  employ  more 
Labourers  than  are  required. 


37. — Diminishing  to  a  sad  extent,  according  to  the 
dirty  and  unimproved  state  of  the  farms. 
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ANSWERS. 


ARUNDEL.  (2) 

B  A  R  C  0  M  B  E.  (3) 

Henry  J.  Parsons,  Vicar. 
William  Cooper,  Overseer. 

Thomas  Richardson, 

Proprietor  and  Occupier  of  Land. 

28. — Not  any.                                               W.  C. 

28. — They  have  been  apportion  d  in  the  Winter,  but 
this  has  never  been  continued  more  than  one  or 
two  weeks. 

29. — Occasionally,  but  not  generally.           H.  J.  P. 

w.  a 

29. — Some  of  the  Farmers  pay  married  Men  more,  say 
\s.  or  2s.  a  week,  but  I  do  not  think  they  make 
so  much  difference  now  as  they  did  before  the 

lilatll  1  UallCea  Ul  XOOU. 

30, — 6s.  6d.,  was  supposed  to  be  estimated  at  lialf  on 

houses,  and  two  thirds  on  land;  but  by  a  recent  survey  discovered 
to  be  in  many  instances  much  below.                        W.  C. 

30. — 13s.  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  2959,1.  nominal  Rent, 
about  three  fifths  of  6000/.  Rack-rent. 

31.— No.                                                  W.  C. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Vestr}' ;  an  Assistant  Overseer  ;  in- 
crease of  expenditure  for  20  years  previous  to  his  appointnFient 
was  588/.,  for  20  years  since  the  appointment,  421.       ]F.  C. 

32. — No  oelect  Vestry;  we  have  had  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer for  the  last  4  years  ;  the  Rates  have  not  diminished  ;  but, 
without  his  assistance,  they  would  never  have  been  collected. 

33.— 

33. — At  the  end  of  each  quarter,  the  Overseers  make  a 
Rate,  which  is  submitted  to  the  Vestry,  if  there 
happens  to  be  a  Vestry  Meeting  held  at  the  tiitie; 
if  not,  to  some  of  the  principal  Rate-payers  in 
dividually,  who  with  the  Overseers  and  Church- 
wardens sign  the  Rate  before  it  receives  the  sanc- 
tion of  2  Justices. 

34.— 

34. — Property  in  the  Parish  has  been  valued  by  two 
competent  persons,  and  a  nominal  Rent  fixed, 
equal  to  about  three  fifths  of  the  value,  upon 
which  nominal  Rent  the  Rate  for  the  relief  of 
the  Poor  is  made. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  make  the  Rate,  and  afterwards 
submit  it  to  the  Rate-payers,  either  in  Vestry 
or  individually,  for  their  approval. 

36. — Much  the  same  ;  the  Agriculturists  are  generally 
wealthy  in  this  neighbourhood.          II.  J.  P. 

36. — Diminished. 

37. — Industry  of  the  Labourer  is,  generally  speaking, 
only  deteriorated  when  he  works  for  the  Parish, 
or  at  reduced  wages.                       H.  J.  P. 

37. — Diminishing,  and  the  Workmen  worse:  if  some 
alteration  does  not  take  phice  in  the  Beer-shops, 
there  will  not  be  an  industrious  Man  in  the 
Parish. 
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*  ANSWERS, 


BATTLE.  (3) 

B  E  C  K  L  E  Y,  (s) 

Wm.  Welter, 

Overseer. 

28. — Labourers  are  not,  except  for  a  time,  by  mutual 
agreement. 

Samuel  Selmes,  Churchwarden. 

.John  Nnrris           <14.  ^l*? 

V  Vint  ±9Ufitaf  OiJ* 

28, — No  regular  plan. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  distinction. 
« 

80. — 14s.  in  the  pound,  at  about  five  ninths  of  Rack- 
rent. 

30. — 12s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  of  the  Rack- 
rent, 

31. — Diminished  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound,  and  a  further 
reduction  is  expected. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

—A  Select  Vestrv  and  Assistant  Overseer :  but  I 
am  not  able  to  state  the  effect. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

S3. — A  general  meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry, 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  the  majority  of  the 
occupiers.                                        J.  N, 

34. — The  land  was  valued  about  10  y^ars  since  by  a 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the 
Rates  are  made  on  two  thirds  of  the  value  of 
the  land,  and  one  third  of  tlie  value  of  houses; 
as  improvements,  new  buildings,  &c.  arise,  the 
Rate  on  these  is  decided  in  open  Vestry. 

34. — All  the  occupiers.                                J,  N. 

35.— 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.    A  meeting  is  held 
every  fortnight,  and  open  to  all  occupiers,  who 
take  a  part  in  the  distribution  of  the  Rates  to 
the  Poor.                                        J.  N. 

36. — 1  cannot  give  an  opinion.    The  Poor  Rates  are  a 
very  heavy  cxpence  to  the  Farmers;  but  1  see 
nothing  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws 
that  adtl  to  the  expence. 

3G. — Decreasing  exceedingly,  and  very  much  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  as,  under  the  burden  of  the  Poor  Rates, 
the  competition  for  agricultural  property  is 
much  lessened. 

37. —  ine  regular  Labourers  are  not  vi^orse  than  for- 
merly, and  those  who  are  most  idle  when  em- 
ployed by  the  Parish,  become  very  industrious 
when  set  to  work  by  the  piece,  and  allowed  to 
earn  as  much  as  they  can. 

i 

37. — I  think  as  good  Labourers  as  ever,  excepting  such 
as  have  not  been  in  constant  employ.  These 
Men  (and  many  such  there  are)  will  never  make 
good  Labourers, 

Answei-s  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


BERWICK,  (3) 

B  E  X  H  I  L  L.  (s) 

W.  Stace, 

Overseer. 

S.  Thomas, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Labourers  are  apportioned  according  to  the 
amount  of  Rent. 

28.— No, 

QQ  H!<;tincLinn  in  AVaces  for  the  same  work- 

Married  Men  have  the  most  profitable  employ- 
ment, when  it  can  be  given  them. 

29.— In  sonie  cases 

30. — 6s.  6i  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — 13s.  at  two  thirds. 

31.— No. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — Neither. 

32.— Yes ;  both  beneficial. 

33.— The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  having  ascertained  from  the 

Assistant  Overseer  tlie  number  of  Men  employed  by  the 
Parish,  and  the  probable  expences  of  tlie  quarter,  a  Poor  Rate 
is  ordered  to  be  made,  which  is  generally  one  of  3j.  in  tha 
pound,  excepting  this  quarter,  when  one  of  5s.  has  been  made, 
in  consequence  of  a  difference  of  opinion  existing  with  regard 
to  the  employment  of  the  Men,  which  has  thrown  a  larger 
number  than  usual  on  the  Parish. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseer  paying  more 
than  eleven  twelfths  of  the  whole  sum  raised  for 
the  relief  of  the  Poor,  the  other  Rate-payers 
leave  all  decisions  to  them. 

34. — The  Property  in  the  Parish  (whether  tithes,  land, 
or  houses,)  is  valued  at  two  thirds  of  what  is 
supposed  to  be  the  real  value,  and  the  Poor 
Rates  are  levied  accordingly. 

35.— 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  meet  every  Monday  fortnight, 
wiicii  <iii  iiie  luuiiiie  uutiiness  is  ciisposecJ  oi;  out 
any  extraordinary  business  is  referred  to  a 
general  meeting  of  the  Parish. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing ;  from  the  increase  of  the  Poot 
Rates  in  a  great  degree. 

37— 

37. — The  industry  of  Road  Labourers  certainly  di- 
minishing. 
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County  of  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


V                      B  O  L  N  E  Y.  (3) 

B  R  E  D  E.  (3) 

Wm,  St.  Andrew  Vincent, 

Vicar. 

IVm.  Coleman,  Jun. 

Thomas  Abell,  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — One  taken  to  about  15/.  Rental. 

29. — None. 

• 

29. — None. 

30. — About  \0s.  in  the  pound  on  tlie  estimated  Rent. 

on   1    n/IlT    l\'W       1  «*^0           T^/>/\l*     T-?.|t'JL;    yKlcn*c\    0\c       ill     1  K 

ou."^~i-iuijy"U(iy,  1  Oc>^.  i  ooi  ivaics  weie  2^X0.  ui  me 
pound  two  thirds  Rent,  which  left  the  Parish 
about  2s.  3c/.  in  the  pound  in  debt. 

31. — Little  difference  for  2  or  3  years. 

31. — Diminishing. 

32. — None. 

32. — No.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

S3. — The  Vestry  is  composed,  almost  without  exception, 
of  the  Farmers  of  the  Parish.    No  part  has 
been  taken,  excepting  a  few  particular  cases  by 
the  Vicar,  to  guide  either  the  appointment  of 
the  Rate,  or  its  distribution. 

33. — We  make  tour  Rates  iu  a  year.     Notice  is  given 

in  the  Church,  iminediatfly  after  Divine  Service,  that  a  Vestry 
will  be  held  for  thi.-  purpose  of  making  a  Rate  for  ihe  relief  of 
the  Poor;  which,  alter  the  Vestry  is  met,  is  sometimes  (very 
seldom)  adjourned  to  the  Workhouse,  to  be  held  in  the  follow- 
ing week.  All  Tax-payers  meet  that  like,  and  every  Tax- 
payer has  a  Vole.  The  Overseer  then  slates  his  accounts  as 
near  as  he  can,  and  what  money  he  shall  probably  want  for  the 

34.— The  Vestry. 

34. — Our  Parish  Rental  was  made  in  1823,  by  two 
Land  Surveyors,  upon  every  estate  in  the  Parish, 
ordered  to  be  done  by  special  Vestry  ;  and  the 
Rental,  so  obtained,  is  what  we  make  our  Rate 
upon,  by  an  ecjual  per-centage  in  the  pound. 
Decided  by  the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  applied  to  for  occasional  assist- 
ance, but  the  regular  allowances  to  Famihes  are 
appointed  by  the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Parish  OHicers  (not  including  the  Assistant 
Ovtrster)  and  the  Vestry  (being  rated  lii- 
nauiutiiisii  tUiei  iiit  vyxeisr't.i  sitiieh  ine  ivaie 
he  supposes  will  be  wanted  ;  and  if  that  is 
objicted  to  by  any  one  of  tiie  Vestry,  it  is  then 
put  to  the  vote,  and  such  decision  is  final  and 
conclusive. 

/ 

36. — Diminishing :  not  attributed  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishiii"-  at  an  asionishinji  rate.  Tithe  Laws 
aiitl  Currency  shoulil  be  modified;  the  su})port 
of  liie  Poor  not  remain  exclusively  the  burden 
of  trie  Ajiricuiturist.    The  Auriculturist  should 

0  ... 

be  firmly  prolectetl,  or  the  direct  and  iiidiiect 
Taxes  taken  off"  Irom  the  Productive  Classes,  to 
enal^c  ihem  to  compete  with  the  untaxed 
foreigner. 

S7. — Uncertain. 

37. — Certainly  decreasing.  The  Father,  from  the 
scarcity  of  employment,  has  no  opportunity  of 
taking  his  Family  to  work  with  him  as  formerly, 
so  that  they  are  brought  up  in  idleness;  and, 
through  their  want  of  skill  and  industrious  habits, 
have  very  little  chance  of  obtaining  regular 
employment.  Their  spirits  are  broken,  they 
become  careless,  and  grow  up  to  certain  ruin. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  i95c 

County  of  Sussex — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


B  U  R  W^  A  S  H.  (3) 


Robert  Tournay,  Jun.,  Vestry  Clerk. 
John  Baldock. 


28.  They  were  so  apportioned,  1  Man  to  every  15/.  Rental  in  the  Parish  books,  during  the  Winter  months  }: 

it  was  confined  to  plain  land:  the  apportionment  did  not  last  long,  as  several  Occupiers  turned  off"  their 
hands,  who  then  came  on  the  Labour  Rate.  R.  T. 

29.  — No.  R.T. 

There  is  little  or  no  difference  at  present;  there  formerly  was  a  great  difference,  as  the  single  Men  were 
paid  at  a  much  less  RiUe  of  Wages  than  the  married,  in  some  cases  not  half  so  much.  The  alteration 
look  place  in  conse(]uence  of  the  assembling  of  the  Labourers  in  November,  1830.  J-  B. 

SO.  15s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent,  and  2s.  6(1.  in  the  pound  by  Labour  Rate  besides,  R.  T4 


;i. — Diminished,  except  the  Labour  Rate.  R-  T. 


32. — Yes;  the  effect,  a  reduction  of  Rates.  R-  T. 


S3. — Such  Members  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  this  Parish  ns  are  present  when  there  is  a  new  Rate  about  to  be 
made;  in  some  cases  there  have  not  been  above  three  or  four  present  when  a  Rate  has  been  made. 

R.  T. 


34-. — in  1822  there  was  a  valuation  of  ihe  l  ind  and  h()n>;es  in  this  Parisli  by  an  experienced  appraiser  ;  and  all 
subsequent  Asse.-sments  l.ave  bten  mnde  by  this  valuation,  with  some  few  exceptions,  in  cases  wiiere  any 
party  has  occasionallv  found  hinis<^lf  agij;rieved,  and  cases  where  any  houses  have  been  built  or  improved. 
In  such  cases,  the  Select  Vestry  have  diminished  or  raised  the  Rental  of  such  property  at  their  discretion. 

R.  T. 


35. — The  Overseers  never  take  any  part,  further  than  as  Members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  in  deciding  all  or  any  of 
these  matters.  R-  1- 


36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  has  been  diminishing  to  a  most  alarming  extent  ever  since  the  year 

1819.  Tlie  cause  of  sucli  diminution  was  the  generally  reduced  state  of  the  prices  obtained  for  every  description  of  Agricultural  Produce, 
in  consequence,  as  is  supposed,  of  the  return  to  Cash  payments,  at  the  same  time  that  rents,  interest  of  monies  Ijorrowed,  either  on  mort- 
gage or  on  personal  security,  compositions  for  tithe,  and  every  description  of  tradesmen's  bills,  and  also  the  amount  of  Poor's  Rate,  con- 
tinued as  high,  or  nearly  so,  as  formerly;  and  although  Rents  have  falkvi  from  30  to  .60  per  cent.,  and  even  more,  and  compositions  for  tithes 
have  been  reduced,  and  trade  l)ills  and  Poor's  Rates  become  lower,  yet  the  Farmers,  generally  speaking,  are  in  a  most  distressed  state. 
It  should,  however,  l)e  noticed,  that  the  badness  of  the  corn  crop  during  the  years  18as,  1829,  18;iO,  and  ISril,  and  the  rot  in  the  sheep 
and  lambs  during  some  of  those  years,  has  tended,  in  a  very  great  degree,  to  produce  the  distress  existing  amongst  the  Farmers,  who  have 
never,  since  the  year  1819  been  in  a  situation  to  bear  up  against  adverse  seasons. _  J'  B. 


37. — It  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  those  Labourers  who  are  kept  in  constant  employ  and  those  who  afe 
not.  The  former  are  as  industrious  and  as  good  workmen  as  ever;  but  the  latter,  in  consequence  of 
having  been  frequently  turned  away  (as  stated  in  the  Answer  to  the  38th  Query),  and  sent  upon  the 
Parish  roads,  &c.  at  reduced  wages,  have  contracted  habits  of  extreme  idleness,  and,  in  some  cases,  of 
insolence;  but  still,  if  taken  back  at  good  wages,  they  most  of  them  exert  themselves,  and  do  their  best. 

J.  B. 
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County  of  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BRIGHTHELM  STONE.  (3) 

CHAILEY.  (I) 

George  Chassereauy 

John  Beard. 

t8.— No. 

28. — 

99. — No  distinction. 

29. — 

SO.— 

SC- 

SI.—- 

SI.— 

S2.— . 

32. — 

f  $. — Rates  have  been  invariably  made  by  the  Church- 
wardens and   Overseers,    without  consulting 
Vestry. 

33. — The  Overseers. 
• 

^4!. — Two  Surveyors  or  Valuers, 

34.— The  Parish  Officers. 

35. — The  Parish  Officers   make   the  Rates.  The 
Directors  and  Guardians  provide  for  the  Poor, 
and    have   lately   increased  the  expenditure 
thereon  from  12,000/.  to  nearly  40,000/.  All 
this  without  the  control  or  interference  of  the 
Vestry. 

35. — All  Parish  matters  are  decided  in  Vestry. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing ;  attributes  it  to  Government  Taxes. 

37. — Addicted  to  vices  of  almost  every  description. 

37. — Diminishing;  being  bad  workmen,  inconsequence 
of  being  ill  paid  for  their  labour. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


The  Lower  Division  of  CHICHESTER  RAPE.*  (2) 


Robert  fVeale, 

Solicitor,  Midhurst. 


88.— 


4J9. — The  Farmers  now  generally  pay  their  single  and  married  Labourers  the  same  wages ;  but  I  know  of 
instances  in  which  they  do  not.    If  the  Parishes  find  employment  in  repairing  the  roads  or  in  digging 
stones,  they  pay  the  single  Men  about  6s.  per  week,  the  married  Men  the  same  for  himself,  and,  in 
*      addition,  allow  him  2s.  Gd.  per  week  for  his  Wife,  and  1^.  3d.  for  each  Child.  

SC- 
SI  

32.— 


33.— 


34.— 


35.— 


36. — Very  much  decreasing,  I  fear;  and  I  have  no  doubt  such  decrease  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a  great  decree,  to 
the  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates,  which  have  also  been  much  increased  from  the  diminution  of  capital ; 
for  if,  in  a  Parish,  2  or  3  Farmers  are  unable  to  afford  to  employ  their  fair  quota  of  Labourers,  those  who 
are  in  better  situations  generally  follow  their  example.  The  prevailing  desire  of  Men  to  take  larger 
Farms  than  they  have  capital  to  stock  and  manage,  is  a  great  evil ;  perhaps  it  is  rriore  severely  felt  at  the 
present  time,  from  disinclination  of  Country  Bankers  to  advance  money  to  them  as  they  used  to  do,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  purchase  stock  at  proper  periods. 


•  Consisting  of  tlie  Parislies  of  Hailing,  Rogate,  Terwiclt,  Trotlon,  Chithurst,  Iping,  Stedham,  Lynch,  Woolbeding,  EaseSoume,  Farnhurstj 
Linchmerp,  Lodswortli,  Selliaiii,  Graffham,  Heyshott,  Cocking,  Bepton,  Didling,  Trey  ford,  Elsted,  and  Midhurst- 
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County  of  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


C  H  I  D  D  I  N  G  L  Y.  (3) 

V^EST  CHILTINGTON.  (3) 

Richard  Lower, 

VcSliy  l^lClK* 

28. — No ;  never  succeeded. 

William  Bailee,  Rector. 
A/.  (jreenfieUK 

28. — Sometimes  according  to  their  rating :  they  were 
last  Winter.                                      W.  B. 

OQ  Mn 

29. — The  Farmer  often  gives  the  single  M.-\n  somewhat 
more  than  the  Parish  Road  Allowance,  but  less 
than  that  of  the  married  Man.             JV.  B. 

30. — 13s, ;  rated  at  about  two  thirds  Rack-rent. 

.^0. — 205.                                                    W.  B. 

Amount  of  Rate  per  acre  on  an  average  throughout  the  Parish, 
10s.  9rf.,  at  half  Rack  rent;  valuation  made  in  1826.    M.  G. 

31. — Increased  Gd.  in  the  pound. 

31. — They  have  increased  about  ts.  in  the  pound  the 
last  year.                                         W.  B. 

32. — Not  at  present. 

32.— No.                                                  fV.  B. 

33. — The  custom  of  this  Parish  is  to  maiie  a  Poor's  Rate 

tliree  months  in  advance,  or  prospecliveli/,  and  to  make  four  in 
the  year.   Public  notice  is  always  given  previous  to  the  making 
of  a  Rate,  that  every  Rate-payer  may  attend,  if  he  choose,  to 
make  an  objection ;  and  the  amount  of  the  Rate  is  always  fixed 
by  the  majority  of  such  Vestry. 

33. — When  the  Acting  Overseer  wants  money  for  the 

Poor,  he  declares  it  at  the  Vestry,  which  is  held  monthly  ;  the 
Rate  is  then  settled,  signed  by  tliree  of  the  Parish  Officers,  and 
then  cried  in  Church  the  following  Sunday.  The  Vestry  seldom 
consists  of  more  than  4  or  5,  out  of  upwards  of  40  Rate- 
payers.   So',ne  of  the  Parish  Officers  always  attend,  and  ia 
every  large  Parish  there  are  one  or  two  violent  men,  who  are 
constant  in  their  attendance,  and  who  keep  the  Parish  in  con- 
tinual squabbles*    The  Clergyman  never  attends  in  this  Parish, 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Vestry. 

Si. — The  Assessment  upon  which  the  Parish  acts  was 
made  in  1827,  when  the  whole  Parish  was  sur- 
veyed, and  the  Assessmtnt  fixed,  according  to 
the  Rental,  and  sarictioned  by  two  Magistrates. 
This  has  been  the  fixed  rule  which  they  have 
since  followed,  with  one  only  exception. 

W.B. 

35.  The  Overseers,  or  any  other  Officers,  take  no 

more  part  in  the  decision  than  other  individuals. 
The  Overseers,  of  course,  can  best  tell  what  sum 
they  shall  require  for  three  months  forward, 
which  they  submit  to  the  Vestry,  and  which  is 
generally  acceded  to. 

35. — This  has  been  partly  included  in  the  33d  Answer. 
All  are  cquid  in  the  Ve.stry  ;  seldom  more  than 
4  or  5  attend,  excepting  on  very  particular  occa- 
sions, and  then  it  appears  as  if  the  most  talkative 
carry  the  day.    The  Overseers  always  sign  the 
Rates,  which  gives  them  some  influence;  but 
the  office  of  Overseer,  being  very  troublesome 
and  unthankful,  is  changed  every  year. 

W.  B. 

36. — Diminishing;   among   other   causes,   from  the 
ruinous  state  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Certaiidy  decreasing.    I  think  that  one  cause  of 
the  burthen  and  maladministration  of  the  Rates 
is,  that  in  every  Parish  some  Farmers  have 
taken  Farms  mnc«!i  too  large  for  their  capitals : 
they  wish  to  throw  the  burthen  of  their  labour 
upon  others.     This  presses  heavily  upon  the 
small  Farmer.    The  Land  is  certainly  not  so 
well  cultivated  as  formerly,  and  thus  it  cuts 
every  way.                                         W.  B. 

37. — Diminishing.    In  the  older  Labourers  little  or  no 
difference  is  known. 

• 

• 

37. — I  should  say  that  the  industry  and  general  cha- 
racter of  the  Labourer  is  being  gradually  dete- 
riorated, from  their  great  dependence  upon  the 
Poor  Laws,  and  from  their  frequent  employment 
upon  the  Roads  in  gangs.                    W.  B. 
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ANSWERS. 


C  L  A  P  H  A  M.  (2) 

CRAWLEY.  (3) 

Charles  Luck, 

Overseer. 

James  Newman, 

Overseer. 

28. — None. 

28. — According  as  they  are  wanted.' 

OQ       lCr\t-  aV^nvra   0(\  •   Viijf  nnflpr  90  veai'S.  froin   8S.  tO 

10s.  per  week. 

oq  None 

30. — About  lis.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds 
of  the  value. 

30. — From  8s.  to  10s.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds. 

31. — Neither,  I  believe. 

31. — About  the  same. 

33. — JNO. 

32»— No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — It  is  decided  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
and  the  rest  of  the   Inhabitants  in,  Vestry 
assembled. 

33. — The  Chui'chwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants, 
in  Vestry  legally  convened. 

34. — It  is  settled  by  mutual  agreement.. 

34. — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants. 

35. — All  give  their  opinion  alike,  and  the  business  is 
settled  by  mutual  agreement. 

35. — Every  Rate-payer  has  a  voice,  if  he  thinks  proper 
to  attend  the  Vestry,  as  due  notice  is  given  in 
Church  every  time  a  Rate  is  made. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36.-r-Diminishing ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  cause  origi- 
nates with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — No  better. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  diminishes,  and 
their  idle  habits,  I  consider,  render  them  of  less 
use  to  their  employers. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part.  III. 
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ANSWERS. 


CUCKFIELD. 

Joseph  Jeffery,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Philip  Barber,  Assistant  Overseer,  3'.J,  34,  35. 


(1) 


28. 


29. — From  2s.  to  3s.  weekly. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — Before  making  a  Rate  notice  is  given  in  the  Church, 
and  all  who  choose  to  attend  have  a  voice,  al- 
though it  has  never  to  my  knowledge  come  to  a 
poll,  nor  has  any  dispute  occurred  as  to  the  sum 
assessed.  The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  to- 
gether with_the  Select  Vestry  and  other  Inhabitants, 
attend  at  making  Rates.  P.  B. 


34. — The  Rental  on  which  the  Assessments  are  made 
has  stood  at  the  present  amount,  or  nearly  so, 
for  several  years;  it  is  certainly  unequal,  owing  to 
several  recent  erections  not  being  rated  to  their 
just  value.  There  is  no  dictation  by  any  party 
or  person,  but  it  is  mutually  agreed  on  by  the 
Vestry  and  others  present.  P.  B. 


35. — The  decision  is  made,  not  by  any  Overseer  or 
Vestryman,  but  by  the  joint  consent  of  all 
present.  P.  B. 


36. — Diminishing,  in  consequence  of  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  Farmer's  income  being  taken  from  him 
in  the  shape  of  rent,  tithes,  Poor  Rates,  and 
taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  so  that  he  has  but 
little  left  to  employ  Labourers  to  cultivate  the 
land. 


37. — Diminishing. 


D  I T  C  H  L  I  N  G. 


(3) 


James  Turner,  Overseer.    John  Scraseh  Thomas  F.  Bull, 
Churchwardens.    James  Brown,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— No. 


29.— No. 


30. —  10s.  in  the  pound.  Rack  Rent. 


31. — As  near  the  same  as  can  be. 


32. — Assistant  Overseer ;  no  Select  Vestry. 


33. — Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
parish  in  open  Vestry  assembled.  J.  B. 


34. — By  valuation. 


J.B. 


35.  — Unanimously. 


J.B. 


36. — Diminished  by  Poor  Rates,  excessive  taxation, 
and  tithe. 


37. — About  on  the  average  with  other  parishes ;  some 
good  and  some  bad. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


WEST  DEAN  (Chichester  Rape).  (.Sj 
John  Woods. 

28.— 


29. — They  are  paid  all  alike  in  proportion  to  their  ability  and  character.    Not  so  in  every  parish. 


30.  — In  a  population  of  640,  the  Rate  for  the  Poor  has  of  late  years  been  about  .^^700,  or  fully  equal  to  20s. 

a  head  on  the  population. 

31.  — 


32. 


33.— 


34.— 


35. 


36. — Not  in  this  parish ;  but  it  is  frequently  asserted  to  be  so  in  others,  caused  partly  by  the  insufficiency  of 
capital  and  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Generally  said  to  be  diminishing ;  but  where  Men  are  regularly  employed,  and  have  piece-work,  there 
seems  to  be  as  much  exertion  and  industiy  as  formerly. 
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ANSWERS. 

EASTBOURNE. 

(3) 

Thomas  Pitman,  Vicar.  (2) 
Jo/m  Dawson,  Churchwarden  ;  Witness,  M.  Gilbert.   (I)    -Dauies  GiZ/jeri,  one  of  the  two  Proprietors. 

(1) 

28.- 

—They  are  not; 

J.D. 

29.- 

—The  usual  wages  of  married  men  are  12s.,  and  of  single  men  9S.,  per  week. 
Yes,  as  above,  in  No.  8. 

A  rliflrprpnpp    1  nplipvp   OT  twr*  tn  nnp 

T.P. 
J.D. 

30.- 

-13*.  in  the  pound  to  Lady-day  1832. 

J.D. 

31.- 

-Increased  Is.  in  the  pound. 

J.D. 

32.- 

-Yes. 

J.D. 

33.- 

-The  Parish  Vestry,  which  is  composed  almost  if  not  altogether  of  the  Acting  Overseer  and  three 
the  chief  occupiers  of  the  land  within  the  parish.    The  Rates  for  the  relief  the  poor  here 
quarterly. 

or  four  of 
are  made 
T.P. 

34. — The  Parish  Vestry,  guided  in  their  decision  by  a  valuation  of  the  property  within  the  parish  made  by  some 
neighbours,  as  Surveyors ;  Farmers  being  employed  for  the  land  and  tithes,  and  Builders  for  the  houses. 
The  Vestry  from  time  to  time  either  increasing  or  diminishing  the  assessment  in  any  particular  case, 
according  as  this  particular  property  in  the  parish  may  have  increased  or  diminished  in  value,  in  their 
estimation.  T.  P. 


35. — All  matters  connected  with  the  relief  of  the  poor  may  be  said  to  be  the  act  of  the  Parish  Vestry ;  for  in 
this  Vestry,  which  meets  once  in  the  fortnight,  the  Overseer  is  but  as  another  individual ;  and  the  relief  by 
him  administered  at  other  seasons  is  only  such  as  to  lighten  the  immediate  pressure  of  want  in  any  case 
which  may  occur  between  the  sitting  of  one  Vestry  and  another.  T.  P» 


36.^ — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  is  certainly  diminishing  ;  and  such  diminution  is  owing  to  the  increased 
and  increasing  burdens  imposed  upon  such  capital  by  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.         T.  P. 

The  agricultural  capital  has  never  recovered  from  the  great  shock  that  it  experienced  soon  after  the  Peace ; 
it  is  gradually  consuming  under  the  Poor  Laws ;  and  persons  of  property  no  longer  care  to  enter  on 
a  line  of  business  which  brings  them  in  contact  with  a  mutinous  population.  D.  G. 


37. — Certainly  they  are  much  worse  workmen,  and  in  consequence  of  the  facility  of  obtaining  from  the  parish 
the  same  amount  by  way  of  relief,  with  little  or  no  work,  as  that  which  they  receive  from  the  Farmers  by 
way  of  wages  for  constant  employment.  T.  P. 


Industry  most  rapidly  decreasing;  I  believe  the  great  part  much  worse. 


D.  G. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


EASTERN  DIVISION  of  the  COUNTY.  (3) 

E  W  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 

J.  Hoper, 
County  Treasurer  of  East  Sussex. 

William  Beck,  Assistant  Overseer. 
T  P  TlildPT 

28.— 

28.— No.                                              W.  B. 

OQ        Tn  fnrk  imnv  in^itinrP^  1pSSWao''eS  3.VG  Paitl  tO  sinSflc 

Men  than  to  married  Men,  without  cine  regard 
to  character  or  to  the  value  of  the  work  done. 

29. — Yes ;  paid  according  to  their  ability.        W.  B. 

They  are  sometimes  paid  differently,  from  3^.  to  6f2. ;  and  this  w,ii 
more  general  three  or  four  years  ago.   The  married  iVIan  is  in 
general  a  better  workman.                                   T.  P.  H. 

30.— 

30. —  lis.  in  tlie  pound.    The  Rental  supposed  to  be 
nearly  at  Rack  Rent.                         W.  B. 

31.— 

31.— No.  W.B. 

o  o 

OS. — 

N^n   Splppf  VpQfrv       T-Tnv^i   nn    Accictant  C^ve^ycc^t^r' 
kji^ici^t   vcoLiy.     jijLcivc  cill  .r\.b3ibLail L  v/VcisccX. 

The  Rates  reduced  from  24^.  to  lis.  in  the  pound,  in  seven 

years,  since  liis  appointment.                                     IV.  B. 

33.— 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  the  Inhabitants  in  Public 
Vestry.                                           W.  B. 

The  Rector,  Churchwarden,  and  Assistant  Overseer,  who  are  all 
concerned  with  Tithes.  The  other  Overseers  very  seldom  inter- 
fere, being  generally  chosen  from  the  small  Occupiers,  the  men 
least  likely  to  offer  opposition.                                 2\P.  H. 

34.— 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  parish  was  made  in  1821,  and 
the  Rates  are  still  raised  on  that  valuation. 

W.B.  T.P.H. 

35.— 

35. — All  matters  brought  before  the  Vestry  are  decided 
by  a  majority  of  votes  ;  and  all  matters  of  import- 
ance are  decided  in  Public  Vestry.             W.  B. 

The  Rector,  Churchwarden,  and  Assistant  Overseer 
are  the  rulers  and  directors  of  all  matters  concerning 
the  parish   rates,   the  Churchwarden  renting  the 
tithes,  the  Assistant  Overseer  being  the  assessor 
and  collector  of  them,  which  overawes  the  Occu- 
piers in  sufficient  numbers  to  manage  the  Vestry. 
The  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  three  first  have 
caused  a  lavish  and  useless  expenditure.    T.  P.  H. 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  of  landlords  as  well  as 
tenants  is  diminishing;  and  such  decrease  is 
attributable  to  the  imperfection  and  mal-admi- 
nistration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  which  occasion  a 
progressive  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates,  and  en- 
courage an  increase  of  population  without  any 
moral  check. 

36, — Not  affected  by  the  Poor  Laws.              W.  B. 

It  has  very  much  diminished,  and  I  do  not  attri- 
bute it  directly  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws,  but  to  other  circumstances. 

T.  P.  H. 

37. — I  do  not  think  that  the  industry  of  the  Labourers 
is  increasing,  or  that  they  are  better  workmen 
now  than  formerly. 

3T. — Little  difference.                                 W.  3. 

Diminishing;  much  worse  workmen  than  formerly. 
But  I  would  observe,  they  have  worked  better 
for  the  last  two  years  since  they  have  been 
better  paid.                                 T.  P.  H. 

P.  L.  (i5.)— Part  III.  4  f  3 
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Coiintv  of  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


FLETCHING.  (1) 

F  R  A  M  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 

Charles  Gaunt,  Vicar. 
George  Turner,  Churchwarden. 

George  Bonneij,  Overseer. 
George  Eacln,  Vestry  Clerk. 

28. — No ;  until  lately  we  have  endeavoured  to  apportion 
the  Labourers  according  to  the  Rate  of  each 
occupier  in  the  Poor  Book.                 G.  T. 

28. — No  such  regulation.  Attempts  have  often  been 
made,  but  always  failed. 

29. — A  difference  has  been  made  by  an  Order  of  Magis- 
trates for  the  surplus  Labourers,  but  for  those  who 
get  work  a  difference  is  not  generally  made.    G.  T. 
Not.  generally,  I  believe.                                 C.  G. 

29, — There  is  not  much  distinction  made  to  those  who 
are  of  age  and  ability  to  do  the  same  work  as 
married  Men. 

30. — To  Lady-day  1832,  \2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  at  a 
rental  of  three  fourths  of  the  Rack  Rent.  G.  T. 

30. — Rate,  14s.  in  the  pound,  at  three  fourths  of  the 
value. 

SI. — Increased  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound.               G.  T. 

31. — The  expenditure  of  the  parish  is  rather  inci'eased, 
but  the  same  Rate  was  levied  as  in  the  preceding  years. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  parish.                      G.  T. 

32. — We  have  had  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Over- 
seer five  years.  During  the  first  three  years  the  Rates  were  consi- 
derably diminished,  but  since  then  they  have  gradually  been  in- 
creasing. 

33. — The  Vestry,  in  conjunction  with  the  Parish 
Officers,  make  a  Rate  as  it  is  found  requisite, 
generally  by  about  four  Assessments  in  the  course 
of  the  year.                                        C.  G. 

33.— 

34. — In  1811  the  parish  was  rated  afresh  by  a  com- 
mittee of  six  of  the  most  respectable  parishioners, 
with  a  Land  Surveyor  of  the  neighbourhood,  at 
(as  it  is  generally  understood)  about  two  thirds 
of  the  Rack  Rent,  and  it  is  for  the  most  part 
assessed  upon  the  same  Rate,  except  in  cases 
where  any  glaring  inequality  appears.     C.  G. 

34.— 

35. — Answered  by  the  foregoing  replies.            C.  G. 

35.— 

DO.——  vvc  iiiiiirL  11  IS  uuiiHiisiung,  uul  LaunoL  poini  OUl 
the  particular  cause. 

37.— Diminishing.                                      C.  G. 

31. — There  are  some  Labourers,  who  have  never  been 
on  the  parish  for  work,  that  are  as  good  as  for- 
merly ;  but  generally  they  are  worse,  from 
having  been  employed  on  parish  work,  where 
they  soon  become  corrupted. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


FRANT.  (1) 

F  U  N  T  I  N  G  T  0  N.  (2) 

George  Sutton,  Overseer.     Daniel  Rowland,  J.  P. 
John  Ridley,  Vestry  Llerk,  06,  o4,  oo. 

George  Bliss, 

It crUcLUai  v^uralc* 

28.— No.                                               G.  S. 

28.— 

1  am  not  aware  of  any.  J^- 

29._No. 

30. — 10s.  in  the  pound  on  one  third  of  the  rack  rent. 

G.  S. 

SC- 

31.— Decreased  Is,  in  the  pound  the  last  year. 

G.  S. 

SI.— 

32. — j\o  feelect  vestry.  An  iissibtani  uveiseer  .  uene- 
ficial.                                                   G.  S. 

32.  

33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  other  Inhabitants  in 
Vestry  assembled.  «/• 

33. — It  is  a  general  rule  in  the  parish  that  no  Poor 
Book  shall  exceed  1*.  in  the  pound;  the  Over- 
seers apprize  the  Select  Vestry  when  nearly 
expended,  and  another  Book  is  signed  by  the 
Chairman,  Members,  and  Overseers,  so  that 
the  Select  Vestry  decides. 

34. — The  same  as  above.                               J.  R. 

34. — The  lands  and  houses  have  been  regularly  valued 
by  competent  and  authorized  persons,  and  each 
Rate-payer  is  taxed  according  to  such  valuation. 

35. — The  Overseers  have  the  sole  disposal  of  the  monies 
collected ;  but  the  Inhabitants  have  no  power 
in  matters  of  relief  relative  to  parochial  affairs. 
It  has  been  customary  to  appoint  an  Assistant 
Overseer,  who  has  generally  done  most  of  the 
relief.                                               J.  R. 

35. — The  Overseers  only  refer  their  wants  to  the  Select 
Vestry,  who  decide  upon  what  is  to  be  done. 

36. — It  is  unquestionably  greatly  diminished,  and  is 
still  diminishing.  It  is  connected  with  and  no 
doubt  much  owing  to  the  burden  of  the  poor, 
as  well  as  the  other  burdens  of  taxation ;  also 
to  the  poverty  of  the  soil.  Small  Farms  which 
used  readily  to  let  at  15s.  per  acre  and  more 
now  are  advertized  near  here  by  me  for  two 
years  together,  and  can  not  be  let  at  7*.  per 
acre.                                               JD.  R. 

36. — Increasing. 

37. — 1  believe  there  is  no  diminution  in  industry.  I 
have  ever  painfully  found,  the  Labourers  are 
desirous  to  work  when  no  work  could  be  found 
for  them.  I  think  the  average  of  good  and  bad 
workmen  is  not  altered.                       D.  R. 

37., — Not  if  Parishioners.  The  system  of  excluding 
Labourers  from  the  Farmer's  roof  disqualifies 
them  from  acquiring  adequate  skill  for  the  parts 
of  shepherd  and  carter ;  these  are  posts  of  trust 
and  emolument,  and  Out-parishioners  being 
generally  employed  produces  dissatisfaction. 

P.L.  (b.)— Pakt  IIL 
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County  of  Sussex — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


GLYNDE.  (3) 


John  Ellman, 
Churchwarden  &  Overseer. 

28.  — 1,000  acres  of  the  1,100  in  the  parish  being  in 

one  occupation,  the  Labourers  are  nearly  all 
employed  by  myself. 

29.  — No  distinction,  where  they  are  equally  able. 


30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound. 


31. — Diminished  a  little. 


32.— No. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 


35.— 


36. — Diminishing  very  fast,  which  I  attribute  to  the 
great  reduction  in  the  price  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce, with  very  little  reduction  in  Labour  or 
Poor's  Rate. 


37. — Certainly  industry  and  good  conduct  very  much 
diminishes  since  the  establishment  of  Beer- 
shops. 


G  U  E  S  T  L  I  N  G.  (3) 

John  Cloke, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


28.— -We  have  no  general  mode  of  apportioning  the 
Labourers,  some  Farmers  employing  twice  the  number 
of  others  on  the  same  number  of  acres. 


29. — No  distinction,  if  able-bodied  men. 


30.^In  the  year  ending  25th  March  1832,  175.  Gd.  in 

the  pound,  assessed  on  about  three  fourths  of  Rack  Rent. 


31. — Very  little  difference. 


32.  — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  but 

cannot  perceive  any  advantage  deriving  from 
that  office. 

33.  — The  Minister,  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers, 

with  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  parish,  on  notice  being  given, 
assemble  in  Vestry,  and  decide  what  amount  shall  be  raised 
or  levied  by  Assessment  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  but  for  no 
limited  time,  as  they  allow  Rates  to  he  made  where  required  by 
the  Acting  Overseer,  if  they  find  on  inspection  that  they  are  requi- 
site and  necessary. 


34.- — The  Rates  are  levied  by  Assessment  on  a  Valua-- 
tion  of  the  parish  made  by  three  of  the  princi- 
pal Inhabitants,  appointed  in  Vestry  about  10 
years  since,  which  valuation  was  approved  of 
by  the  Rate-payers  in  general. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  decide  upon  all  parish 
affairs,  in  general,  of  any  importance,  and  if 
any  dispute  arise  it  is  put  to  the  vote,  and 
carried  by  the  majority ;  and  all  matters  of  less 
consequence  are  left  to  the  Acting  Overseer. 


36. — Diminishing  to  an  immense  degree.  We  attri- 
bute it,  not  only  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws,  but  to  several  other  circumstances, 
the  oppression  of  tithes,  he. 


37. — Diminishing;  we  suppose  our  Labourers  not  to 
be  so  good  as  formerly,  in  consequence  of  not 
having  constant  employment. 
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EASTGRINSTEAD.  (3) 


M.  Dorrien  Magens,  J.  P.    Robt.  Cratufurd.    William  Fowler  Jones,  Overseer. 
John  Tully,  on  behalf  of  a  General  Vestry. 


28.- 


29.  — Perhaps  in  some  cases.  M.  D.  M. 

Considerable  difference.    The  single  Man  from  8rf.  to  Is.  per  day;  the  married  Man  from  \s.  6d.  to  2j. 

per  day.  J.  T. 

None  when  employed  for  individuals,  but  a  difference  when  on  Parish  work.  ,  R  C. 

30.  — Poor  Rates  12s.  in  the  pound.  R.  C. 

31.  — 

32.  — 


33.  — In  this  district,  which  contains  the  Parishes  of  East  Grinstead,  Hartfield,  and  Withyam,  the  Churchward- 

ens and  Overseers  submit  to  a  Vestry  of  the  Inhabitants,  of  which  notice  has  been  previously  given  in 
the  church,  their  wants  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  the  Poor  Rates,  which  decides  on  the  propriety  of 
their  demands  and  determines  accordingly.    It  is  usual  to  make  four  Quarterly  Rates  in  each  year. 

M.  D.  M. 

The  Overseers  call  a  Parish  Vestry,  where  it  is  determined.  W.  F.  J. 

34.  — A  valuation  of  all  the  different  properties  in  these  Parishes  has  been  made,  and  laid  before  their  respective 

Vestries,  by  which  is  decided  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer.  M.  D.  M. 

The  Parish  Officers  and  Vestry.  TV.  F.  J. 


35. — The  Overseers  usually  make  the  statements  of  their  wants  to  the  Vestry,  which  for  the  most  part  deter- 
mines as  to  their  propriety  or  otherwise.  It  is  unusual  for  the  Overseer,  to  make  a  Rate  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Vestry.  W.  D.  M. 

W.  F.  J. 


36. — It  is  evidently  decreasing  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  Poor  Laws  pressing  hard  on  the  Farmers,  and  their 
returns  of  produce,  from  unfavourable  seasons,  in  many  instances  not  more  than  paying  their  expences,  if 
even  that.  M.  D.  M. 

Diminishing  to  a  most  calamitous  extent:  we  attribute  it  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws,  to  unfavour- 
able seasons,  and  want  of  sufficient  capital  flowing  into  the  channel  of  Agriculture.  J.  T. 

The  chief,  if  not  only,  cause.  R.  C. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  considered  as  excellent  in  their  different  lines  as  ever,  but  there  seems  to  be  an  indis- 
position in  the  present  day  for  the  rising  generation  to  use  their  exertions  to  the  utmost'to  gain  their 
own  livelihood.    The  temptation  of  relief  from  the  Parish  makes  them  idle.  M.  D.  M. 

The  Labourers  are  not  considered  so  industrious  as  they  formerly  were.  J.  T. 

Not  acquainted  with  the  Labourers.    My  labour  is  well  performed.  R.  C. 
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H  A  I  L  S  H  A  M.  (3) 

H  A  M  S  E  Y.  (3) 

Edwin  Elmes,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Thomas  Burkeld,  33,  3  K  35. 

R.  Verrall,  Overseer. 
T.  Partington,  J.  P. 

28. — None. 

28.— No.                                                    R.  V. 

29. — Married  Men,  12s,;  single  Men,  9s.  weekly. 

29. — No  regular  distinction;  but,  in  general,  men  with 
Families  are  employed  on  the  most  constant  and 
beneficial  work.                                R.  V. 

T.  P. 

30. — 18^.  in  the  pound  at  two  thirds,  at  a  Rack-rent,  to 
1832. 

30. — About  10s.  in  the  pound  on  a  rental  supposed 

two  thirds  as  to  land  and  one  half  on  buildings,  but  some- 
thing under  the  complete  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased  2s.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased,  having  been  lis.                   R.  V. 

32. — No.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— No.                                                  R.  V. 

33. — Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Parishioners,  who 
meet  in  open  Vestry,  which  is  generally  held 
once  a  fortnight.                                T.  B. 

33, — The  Poor  Rates  (4  or  5  in  the  year)  arc  made  by 
the  authority  of  a  General  Vestry,  at  which 
mostoftlie  Occupiers  of  rateable  property  attend 
occasionally,  but  some  more  frequently  than 
others.                                            T.  P. 

34  — The  Overseers  and  Parishioners.              T.  B. 

34. — Every  thing  of  this  nature  is  determined  in  Vestry. 

T.P. 

36. — Overseers  do  not  interfere  at  the  Vestry  more 
than  the  ordinary  Parishioners.             T.  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  report  to  the  Vestry,  from  time  to 
time,  the  amount  which  they  think  will  be  re- 
quired to  go  on  with ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  bring  forward  the  accounts  of  disburse- 
ments and  demands,  and  the  Vestry  order  such 
Rates  as  they  think  requisite  in  each  case. 

T.P. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36. — It  has  certainly  greatly  diminished ;  but  it  is  to  be 

hoped  that  the  diminution  is  not  likely  to  proceed  farther.  The 
burden  of  the  Poor  has  undoubtedly  operated  as  one  cause  of 
this  diminution  of  Capital,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  of  rendering 
it  less  productive,  and  has,  consequently,  discouraged  those 
who  have  Capital  from  embarking  it  in  Agricultural  pursuits. 

T.P. 

J7. — Worse  "Workmen  than  formerly,  for  want  of 
regular  employment,  and  their  attendance  at  the 
beer  shops. 

37. — Certainly  not  better.    The  habits  of  the  younger 

part,  in  particular,  are  certainly  more  idle  and  dissolute  than  they 
were  formerly,  and  especially  since  the  introduction  of  the 
beer  shops,  in  which  opinion  we  are  supported  by  the  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  heads  of  families  upon  their  own  con- 
dition. F. 
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HARTFIELD. 

William  Payne,  Churchwarden. 
William  Morphew. 


(3) 


IS. — Not  any. 


H.P. 


29. — In  proportion  to  their  various  abilities.    H.  P. 
Not  any  in  Summer;  but  in  the  Winter  from  2s. 
to  3s.  per  week.    In  general,  the  criterion  is  the 
ability  of  the  Labourer.  IV.  M. 


30. — Eleven  shillings,  most  at  Rack-rents,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reduced  Rents,  from  the  pressure  of  the  times. 

H.  P. 


31. — Increased. 


H.P. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry ;   had  an  Assistant  Overseer 

for  3  years  ;  but,  the  plan  not  being  approved  of,  we  have  made 
the  Governor  of  the  Workhouse  an  occasional  one,  with  good 
effect.  H.  P. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time 
being  (at  a  Monthly  Parochial  Meeting)  in  con- 
junction with  such  inhabitants  as  shall  happen 
to  be  then  and  there  present.  W.  M. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  assess  each 
Rate-payer  at  so  much  in  the  pound  on  their 
respective  rentals.  JV.  M. 


-The  two  Overseers  for  the  time  being  are  prin- 
cipals, and  determine  independently  on  all  these 
matters  (when  no  inhabitants  are  in  attendance), 
but  in  conjunction  with  those  assembled,  each 
being  at  liberty  to  form  their  own  judgment: 
knowing  that,  if  any  difference  of  opinion,  the 
conclusion  will  be  drawn  by  putting  the  dis- 
puted matter  to  the  vote.  W.  M. 


36. — Diminishing,  and  attributable  to  illegitimate  Chi 

dren,  whereby  arises  such  an  increase  of  annu  :il 
expenditure  and  pauperism.  W.  M. 


37. — Generally  speaking,  considerably  worse.  W.  M. 


H  A  R  r  I  N  G. 


Rev.  John  Blackman. 


(I  &2) 


28.— No. 


29. — Married  Men  on  the  land  have  12s.  per  week: 
on  the  road,  if  they  have  2  Children,  lis.;  if 
1  Child,  10s.;  if  no  Children,  \)s.  Un  married 
Men  have  lOs.  on  the  land,  and  7s.  on  the  road. 


30. — 15s.  at  three  fourths  of  the  value. 


31. — Increased  one  third  in  consequence  of  the  riots. 


32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  lately  appointed- 


33.— 


34. 


35.— 


36. — Diminishing;  the  pressure  of  the  Poor  is  the 
principal  cause. 


37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  diminishing, 
from  their  being  placed  upon  the  roads;  a  cir- 
cumstance which  also  renders  them 
Workmen. 


worse 
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RAPEOFHASTINGS.  (3) 

Richd.  Uavenport, 

Salehurst. 


28.— 


29. — I  should  think  not;  I  know  of  no  such  instance,  and  can  hardly  suppose  a  Farmer  would  take  into 
employ  a  married  Man  at  higher  wages. 


SC- 


SI.— 


32.— 


33.— 


34.— 


35.— 


36. — The  capital  of  the  Farmers  is  very  much  diminished.  The  great  losses  were  sustained  at  the  time  of  the 
return  to  Cash  Payments,  It  was  at  that  time  that  the  value  of  all  farming  stock  fell,  and  many  were 
ruined.  Many  were  able  to  drag  on,  and  sank  by  degrees  afterwards ;  and  some  have  thriven  since,  to  a 
certain  degree.  Rents  much  lowered.  The  small  profit  of  Farmers  now  is  attributed  to  want  of  credit. 
I  believe  that  is  the  effect,  not  the  cause.  1000/.  for  every  100  acres  used  to  be  considered  not  more 
than  a  due  capital ;  now,  700/.  is  deemed  ample.  If  a  Parmer  cannot  command  something  like  that,  he 
ought  not  to  take  a  farm,  nor  is  he  in  a  condition  to  give  security  to  a  lender. 


37« — I  do  not  believe  them  to  be  worse  workmen,  perhaps  rather  better ;  nor  yet  do  I  consider  them  to  be  idle, 
but  more  assuming,  exacting,  and  discontented,  though  better  housed,  clothed,  and  fed,  than  formerly. 
Some  of  the  best  workmen  are  dispirited  by  the  system  of  billeting  out  the  single  and  the  married  Men  at 
wages  in  proportion  to  their  wants  rather  than  their  efficient  power  as  workmen ;  2  Men  on  the  same  job 
are  paid,  one.  Is.  2d.,  the  other,  2s.  6d. ;  the  first  being  probably  the  most  able  to  work.  How  can  he 
be  expected  to  bear  it  ?    He  feels  that  he  is  supporting  his  work-fellow's  family. 
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H  E  A  T  H  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 

H  E  L  L  I  N  G  L  Y.  '3) 

Robert  Haffenden, 

Overseer. 

Oft  — "NJnf  ai'^nnrt'innpn 

JVm.  Weller,  Overseer.    John  Farris. 
William  Gilmore,  Vestry  Clerk,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— No.                                                     W.  W. 

29. — No  distinction  by  some  Proprietors.    But  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  Farmer  induces  him  to 
employ  the  single  Men,  although  the  necessary 
consequence  is  an  increase  of  Poor  Rates. 

29. — No  distinction.                                    W.  W. 
Frequently  6d.  or  9d.  per  day,  when  taken  as  a 
matter  of  charity.                              J.  P. 

30. — 17s.  in  the  pound  upon  the  assessment,  which  is 

about  15  per  cent,  on  lands,  and  lOpercent,  on  houses  under 
Rack-rent. 

30. — About  17s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  at  about  two  thirds. 

W.  W. 

31. — Is.  6d.  less  in  the  pound  in  the  last  year.  In  1818, 
they  were  I9s. ;  and  1828,  l^s.6d.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Increased  last  year  Is.  6d.                     W.  W. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer.    No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  until  this  year.    No  Assistant 
Overseer.                                         IV.  W. 

33- — By  the  majority  of  the  Parish  in  Vestry  assembled. 

33. — The    Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Inhabitants  in  Vestry,  make  the 
Rates,  which  ai'e  afterwards  sanctioned  by  two 
Magistrates.                                     W.  G. 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Parishioners,  principally  in 
Vestry  assembled,  by  the  regular  assessment  on 
each  Occupier. 

34. — The  Parish  was  valued  in  1825,  and  the  Rates 
charged  accordingly.                          fV.  G. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  whole  decide  by  a  ma- 
jority in  Vestry  assembled,  as  all  our  Parish 
business  is. 

35. — When  a  Rate  is  necessary,  the  Overseers  apply 
to  the  Vestry,  who  decide  the  amount.  The 
Overseers  make  the  Rate,  and  obtain  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Churchwardens,  of  some  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  two  Magistrates.        W.  G. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing ;  in  a  great  measure  attributed  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws.     J  P. 

37.— 

• 

37. — Diminishing,  and  the  Workmen  not  so  good, 

J.  P. 

• 
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HERSTMONCEAUX. 

Robert  Pursglove, 

Overseer. 


(3) 


28. — None  are  apportioned  out. 


£9. — Not  if  able-bodied  Men. 


30. — Rates  are  1  Is.,  according  to  a  valuation  which 
now  nearly  amounts  to  Rack-rent. 


31. — Increased  a  little. 


32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry. 


33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Rate-pajers. 


34. — The  Parish  has  been  valued  ;  and  the  Rates  are 
raised  agreeable  to  such  valuation,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Parish  Officers  and  Rate- 
payers. 


35. — All  matters  connected  with  the  revenue  of  the 
Parish  are  determined  in  Vestry,  and  the  Relief 
given  accordingly;  except  occasional  Relief, 
which  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Overseer. 


36. — Diminishing,  in  great  measure  in  consequence  of 
the  Poor  Rates. 


LITTLE  HORSTED. 


(3) 


Thos.  Thatcher,  Overseer.  Thos.  Trill  Moon. 

John  Martin,  Overseer.  33,  34. 


5. — They  are  apportioned  according  to  the  value  of 
Rental,  as  shown  by  the  valuation  made  for  the 
purpose  of  Poor  Rate. 


29. — None. 


30. — 6s.  in  the  pound  upon  the  valuation  made  between 

two  and  three  years  ago,  which  was  then  supposed  to  be  two 
thirds  of  the  full  annual  value ;  but  it  is  now  more. 


31. — The  last  year's  Rates  have  been  about  the  same 

as  those  of  the  preceding  year.  The  Rates  would  have  in- 
creased more  if  the  wages  had  not  increased. 


32. — We  have  no  such  things. 


.33. — By  the  Inhabitants  at  Vestry. 


J.M. 


34i. — The  Inhabitants  at  Vestry. 


J.M. 


35.— 


36. — It  is  diminishing.   The  increased  price  of  Labour 
is  a  cause. 


37. — Diminishing. 


37. — Industry  is  supposed  to  be  diminishing,  and  the 
Laboiyers  to  be  worse  Workmen.  The  late 
increase  of  average  wages  has  not  improved 
them;  and  the  beer  shops  have  done  them 
great  harm. 
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HURSTPIERREPOINT.  (3) 

I  FIELD.  (1) 

John  Merchant, 

Churchwarden. 

S.  J.  Lewin,  Minister.           JVm.  Cutler,           1  Church- 
James  Bristow,  Inhabitant.    Arthur  Corf  Mills,  J  wardens. 

<>c  Arrortlinfr  to  the  average  Rent. 

28. — Occasionally  apportioned  according  to  Rent. 

29. — About  2s.  per  week  at  day  work,  but  at  task 
work  no  difference  is  made. 

29. — Only  when  employed  by  the  Parish. 

30. — 9s.  Rack-rent. 

30. — 12S.6V.  at  Rack-rent 

31. — Diminished. 

3 1 . — ]  ncreased. 

52. — No  Select  Vestry.    Have  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  is  necessary. 

S'i. — Neither. 

33. — The  two  Churchwardens  and  the  two  Overseers, 
with  any  of  the  inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled, 
of  which  notice  is  given  in  church  three  days 
at  least  before  assembling. 

1  33. — Public  Vestry.                                 A.  C.  M. 

34. — Each  occupier  of  lands  or  houses  pays  a  certain 
sum  according  to  a  valuation,  which  was  settled 
by  two  valuers  not  having  any  property  in  the 
Parish. 

34. — The  public  Vestry,  by  an  equal  assessment  upon 
the  Occupiers  of  all  real  property.    A.  C.  M. 

35. — Each  Rate-payer  who  attends  the  Vestry,  has  an 

f^nilol   v^to  lA'ltil     trio   1    rt  1 1  v/^  M  tlr  o  iTi  on       Qni'i    B  ItToi* 
clIU.ll   VULc  Willi    lilt;   v^ll  Ul  Cli  Wdl  UclJb    cillU  WVei"- 

seers  when  assembled  together. 

35. — We  make  no  distinction,  whether  Parish  Officers 

nr   ot  nPr    TnnanifnTlt*;     PVPPiif    in    ci  rrni  n  rr  fVic^ 

^1      V/lilJtl.      X 1 J  liClUl  Lcl  iJ             CrA.l,p^^JJL     lit      oJ^llHJ^  LllC 

Rate,  which  is  done.  Churchwardens,  Over- 
seers, and  Inhabitants,                  A.  C.  M. 

36. — Consider  the  capital  diminishing,  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  Paupers. 

i 

36. — Diminishing,  and  has  been  for  several  years, 
principally  from  the  increase  of  Poor  Rates. 

37. — The  older  Labourers  are  the  best. 

i 

S7. — Certainly  worse. 
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I  S  F  I  E  L  D.  (3) 

ST.  JOHN  SUB  CASTRO.  (3) 

George  Huntly, 

Overseer. 

William  Cooper,  Farmer,          1  „ 

Henry  Bartlett,  Savings  Bank,  J  Overseers. 

28.— 

28.— No.                                                    H.  B. 

29.  None. 

29. — No.                                              W.  C. 

H.B. 

30.— 

30. — From  7s.  to  8s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

w.a 

31.— 

31. — Increased  in  some  small  proportion.        W.  C. 

 _  _____ — . 

QO  "Wot  pithpr                                                  TV  C 

S3.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  the 
Rates,  which  are  allowed  by  2  Magistrates ;  and 
the  amount  raised  is  levied  in  proportion,  so  as 
to  meet  the  expences  incurred.           H.  B. 

34.— 

34. — The  Parish,  by  valuation  of  property;  each  per- 
son paying  in  proportion  to  their  occupancy. 

H.B. 

35.— 

35. — See  the  preceding  Answers.                 H.  B. 

• 

36. — Diminishing  most  wofully. 

36. — Diminishing  most  certainly  ;  owing  not  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the 
increase  of  taxes.                              H.  B. 

37. — Worse ;  Parish  employment  making  them  more 
independent  of  their  Masters,  though  this  may 
not  apply  to  some  of  the  best  Workmen. 

37. — Decidedly  worse.                                H.  B. 

Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 

County  of  Sussex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


K  I  R  D  F  O  R  D.  (3) 

NEIGHBOURHOOD  of  LEWES.  (3) 

Rieltard  Ilasler, 
[Many  of  my  answers  apply  to  many  parishes  in  the  neighbourhood.] 

John  Smith, 
Estate  Agent,  Lewes. 

28.— 

28.— 

29.— Generally  speaking,  I  think  there  is  not. 

29. — There  has  been  a  great  difference,  from  6*.  to 
12s. ;  but  this  unfair  system  is  losing  ground. 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32. — 

32.— 

33, — When  the  last  Poor's  Rate  is  nearly  expended 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  call  a  Vestry, 
and  a  new  Rate  is  (I  believe)  always  agreed  on 
in  the  Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 

34. — When  a  new  Rate  is  made  and  allowed  the  Col- 
lector generally  goes  first  to  those  who  pay  best  or 
most  readily.  The  amount  of  such  individual's  share 
of  a  tax  is  calculated  upon  a  valuation  made  about 
seven  or  eight  years  ago.  The  present  rate  is  made 
upon  two  thirds  of  that  valuation  ;  but  such  two 
thirds  amount  now  to  the  full  value  or  even  more 
in  some  instances  than  the  full  value. 

84. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 

35. — They  all  act  together.  I  believe  the  Overseer,  be- 
fore he  applies  for  a  summons  for  nonpayment 
of  Poor's  Rates,  generally,  if  not  always,  takes 
the  opinion  of  the  Vestry  in  cases  where  there  is 
any  doubt  about  a  man's  ability  to  pay  his  rate; 
at  least  I  hear  Overseers  at  the  bench  generally 
say,  in  answer  to  individuals  so  summoned  or  in- 
tended to  be  summoned,  that  the  Vestry  ordered 
him  to  enforce  payment. 

35. — With  the  exception  of  one  very  small  Rate-payer, 
there  are  none  in  the  parish  but  the  Church- 
warden and  Overseer ;  consequently  they  have 
the  entire  management  of  all  parochial  business. 

36. — Decreasing.  The  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws  is  much  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  years. 
The  Poor  Rate  has  increased  of  late  years,  and 
such  increase,  together  with  three  or  four  un- 
favourable harvests,  has  reduced  many  farmers 
to  a  state  of  insolvency. 

36. — It  has  certainly  diminished,  but  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws  cannot  be  the  cause.  The 
unpropitious  seasons,  alterations  in  the  currency, 
and  other  matters  have  distressed  the  occupiers, 
rendered  them  unable  to  employ  manual  labour 
so  extensively  as  they  should  beneficially,  and 
have  increased  the  Rates. 

37. — My  own  experience  does  not  enable  me  to  give  an 
opinion;  but  I  hear  old  people  say  and  com- 
plain that  the  labourers  are  not  so  frugal  and 
do  not  do  so  much  work  as  they  (tlie  labourers) 
did  formerly. 

37. — Many  of  them  worse  workmen. 
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County  of  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L I N  D  F I E  L  D.  (3) 

LODS  WORTH.  (1) 

John  Harlan  d. 

Overseer. 

TV.  H.  Yaldwytt. 

28.— 

28.— 

29.— No. 

29. — The  married  men  are  paid  2s.  per  week  more 
than  the  single. 

30.— 

30. — 

81.— 

31.— 

38.— 

32.— 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing  on  account  of  the  Poor's  Rates 
takiag  away  the  Farmer's  capital. 

do. — Uimmishmg.     1  attribute  it  to  no  cause  con- 
nected with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Greatly  diminishing,  from  a  desire  to  appeal  to 
the  Poor  Rates,  instead  of  depending  upon 
their  own  industry  and  prudence ;  and  worse 
workmen,  in  consequence  of  their  wasting  their 
time  and  money  at  the  beer-shops. 

37. — The  generality  of  our  Labourers  are  not  inclined 
to  work  either  so  many  hours  or  so  Ivard  as 
formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Sussex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MAYFIELD.  (3) 

MEECHING  OTHERWISE  NEWHAVEN.  (3) 

David  Miller^ 

Ac«£it£tfint  Overseer 

G.  Smith, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

OQ  None 

29. — In  afjricultural  labour  2*.  per  week. 

30.— 

30. — About  5s.  by  estimated  Rent. 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

QO  

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer.  The 
effect  is  good. 

33.— 

33. — The  inhabitant  householders  in  a  general  Ves- 
try convened  for  that  purpose. 

34.— 

34. — The  inhabitant  householders  in  Vestry,  a  fresh 
valuation  being  occasionally  made  to  meet  the 
improvements  or  dilapidation  of  property. 

35.— 

85. — The  Vestry,  a   general  one,  acts  alone,  the 
Overseers  taking  part  merely  as  Inhabitants. 

36. — Generally  decreasing,  through  the  pressure  of 
taxation,  more  than  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Unknown,  but  should  suppose  it  to  be  decreasing. 

37. — Diminishing.     Decidedly  worse  and  more  dis- 
tressed. 

37. — Diminishing. 

t 
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County  or  bussEx  —  continued. 

ANSWERS. 

NORTHIAM. 

(3) 

Thomas  Beale,  Assistant  Overseer, 
With  the  assistance  of  the  persons  for  several  years  most  active  in  parochial  management. 

28.- 

—-No  apportionment. 

29.- 

-No. 

30.- 

—At  15s.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  ol  a  valuation  at  Rack  Rent  made  in  1821. 

31.- 

—The  same  amount  levied,  but  nearly  2s.  in  the  pound  more  expended. 

32.- 

—An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Majority  of  a  general  Vestry  called  together  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  rate,  which  is  done  about  four 
times  a  year,  and  a  Chairman  is  appointed  at  such  times,  who  decides  the  amount  that  is  to  be  levied 
upon  the  rental. 


34.. — After  the  general  Vestry  for  levying  a  Rate  it  is  allowed  by  the  Justices  at  the  Petty  Sessions. 


35. — When  the  Assistant  Overseer  wants  a  new  Rate  he  gives  notice  in  the  church  for  a  Rate  to  be  made  at  a 
certain  time ;  then  every  Rate-payer's  name  is  read  over,  and  if  the  last  Rate  is  all  or  nearly  all  collected 
the  Chairman  will  allow  a  new  Rate  to  be  made. 


36. — It  has  decreased.  This  is  in  part  to  be  attributed  to  the  Poor  Laws.  The  Labourer,  knowing  he  can 
receive  almost  as  much  from  Parochial  Funds  in  idleness  as  from  his  employer,  is  indiffei-ent  as  to  the 
service  he  renders.  From  local  circumstances  (a  favourable  crop  of  hops),  capital  is  now  more  abundant 
than  for  some  years  past. 


37. — Not  so  industrious.    The  reason  is  given  in  No.  38. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Sussex — contimted. 


ANSWERS. 


MOUNTFIELD.  (3) 

P  0  L  E  I  N  G.  (2) 

Francis  Uickes, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

John  Cole  Tompkins, 

C/hurch  wsirden . 

28. — No  regulations  as  to  number. 

28. — Apportioned  according  to  the  Poor's  Rate. 

29  None. 

29.— Yes. 

30. — Three  fourths  of  the  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — About  the  same  as  last  year. 

31.— No. 

Rr*th  •  hilt  hnvp  not  hppfi  aHlp  trt  lOWPr  tnp  ratp^ 

32.  No. 

33. — The  Overseers,   Churchwardens,  and  principal 
,  Inhabitants  assembled  in  Vestry  for  the  express 
purpose,  from  notice  given  at  Church  on  the 
preceding  Sunday  for  that  purpose. 

33. — The  parishioners  at  public  meetings. 

34. — According  to  a  Valuation  of  the  parish  taken  in 
1823  by  two  competent  persons  appointed  by 
the  principal  Rate-payers. 

34. — By  a  Valuation  of  the  parish  at  different  periods, 
but  not  yearly. 

35. — If  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  cannot  agree  it  is 
decided  by  the  majority  of  Rate-payers  present 
at  the  Meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  Rate  according  to  notice  given. 

35. — 'This  being  a  very  small  parish,  its   affairs  are 
generally  left  to  the  Overseers,  except  at  the 
making  of  a  new  Poor's  Rate,  when  a  Vestry 
is  held  in  the  Church. 

36. — Decreasing,  from  the  abuse  of  Poor  Laws. 

'36.— 

37. — 'Considerably  worse  since  the  beer-houses  have 
been  opened. 

37.— 
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County  of  Sussex  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


PUL  BO  ROUGH.  (1) 

R  I  N  G  M  E  R.  (3) 

John  Austin,  Rector. 
William  Payne,  Overseer. 

28.— No.                                                 W.  P. 

Edmund  Catt,  Overseer. 
G.  H.  Verrall,  33,34,  35. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — Yes.  Single  men  in  harvest,  &c.  get  as  much  as 
married  men,  but  at  other  times  the  parish 
allowance  is  I*,  a  day  for  four  days  in  the  week. 

fF.  P.    J.  A. 

29. — Yes ;  a  difference  of  25.  per  week. 
• 

30. — 14s.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds  value  at  the  last 
Valualioi) ;  but  now  it  is  considered  to  be  full  value. 

W.  P. 

30. — lis.  in  the  pound  at  two  thirds  rental. 

31. — Increased  very  much.                            W.  P. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — There  has  been  a  Select  Vestry,  but  it  is  now 
discontinued,  not  beins"  deemed  beneficial. 

PV.P. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. —  When  the  Sum  raised  by  the  last  Rate  is  nearly 

expended  the  Overseer  apprises  the  Vestry,  and  they  generally 
order  a  /\s.  Rate,  rnising  £i,aoO  upon  a  rating  of  £6,C00  a  year. 
When  the  expenditure  of  tliis  Rate  carries  the  pariah  payments 
within  about  a  month  of  Michaelmas  or  Lady-day,  a  3s.  Rate  is 
thought  sufficient,  and  ordered  by  the  few  who  attend  the  Vestry. 

J.  A. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants 
assembled  in  Vestry  by  public  notice. 

G.  H.  V. 

34. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Assistant 
Overseer,  or  the  majority  of  them.  The  Rates 
used  to  be  made  by  the  Overseers  and  Church- 
wardens, with  the  consent  of  and  signed  by  the 
Rector,  as  Chairman  of  the  Vestry  and  principal 
Inhabitants,                                         J.  A. 

34. — A  Committee  of  twelve  appointed  by  public 
Vestry,     consisting    of   the  Churchwardens, 
Overseers,  and  Inhabitants,  to  value  and  regu- 
late the  same.                             G.  H.  V. 

35. — The  few  in  Vestry  decide  when  a  Rate  shall  be 
made.                                             J.  A. 

35. — All  matters  are  decided  by  the  majority  at  the 
public  monthly  Vestry,  consisting  of  Church- 
wardens, Overseers,  and  Inhabitants. 

G.  H.  V. 

36. — Greatly  decreased  from  having  expended  ^30,901 
froni  the  Poor  and  Highway  Rales  within  the  last  ten 
years,  wit  hout  any  return.    It  should  be  understood 
that  Poor's  Rate  and  Tithes  are  deducted  in  all  calcu- 
lations for  Rent,  and  that  Landlords  pay  them,  and  not 
the  Farmers  ;  thus  it  is  the  interest  of  these  latter  to 
make  up  the  waj^'cs  of  their  Labourers  by  an  allow- 
ance from  the  Poor's  Rates,  and  therefore  they  are 
not  the  proper  persons  to  have  the  management  of 
them,                                                      J.  A. 

3fi  — l^iminishino"  much,  from  increase  of  DODulation. 

3i. — Certainly  worse  than  lormerly  ;  the  young  Men 
and  Boys  are  the  greater  part  of  the  year  on  the 
roads,  and  have  no  opportunity  of  learning  their 
business,  and  have  no  encouragement  to  be 
good  Labourers,                                 J.  d. 

37 .  — Diminishing. 
Much  worse. 

I 
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County  of  Sussex —  conl'mued. 


ANSWERS. 


R  O  G  A  T  E.  (2) 

R  0  T  H  E  R  F  1  E  L  D.  (3) 

Thomas  Knight,  Churchwarden. 
Daniel  Moore,  Assistant  Overseer. 

Benjamin  Latham,  Overseer. 
John  Exeter  Hider,  Vestry  Clerk. 

28.— No.                                                D.  M. 

28.— No. 

AO. —  1  es  J  OS.  per  wecK.                      j.  •  iv.    jl/.  -lu.. 

29.  Yes. 

30. — 24s.  to  the  pound  at  about  half  value.      D.  M. 

30. — At  ll.st.  in  the  pound,  Rack  Rent. 

31.— Increased  <^147.  D.M. 

SI. — A  little  increase. 

32. — No  Select  Veslry,  but  Assistant  Overseer.  Parish 
business  well  attended  to.                    D.  M. 

o<£. — iNone. 

33. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  after  the  Magis- 
trates have  decided  what  each  pauper's  weekly 
allowance  should  be.                          D.  M. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  with  the  Overseers  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  by  assessing 
each  Rate-payer  in  proportion  as  to  his  occu- 
pation of  property  in  the  Parish,  the  Parish 
having  been  valued  in  October  1822. 

D.M. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  the  Vestry  assembled  as  aforesaid 
according  to  a  Valuation  made  in  the  year  1825 
on  houses  and  lands  in  this  Parish,  by  an  equal 
proportion  on  the  occupiers  —  which  continues 
to  be  acted  upon. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  agree  together 
as  regards  the  34th  Question,  and  the  Church- 
warden, Overseer,  and  Vestry  on  all  other 
matters.                                          D.  M. 

35. — The  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  from  time  to  time 
(as  they  have  occasion  for  further  funds)  for  the 
purpose  of  granting  a  Rate,   the  amount  of 
which  is  settled  by  the  Vestry. 

36. — Diminishing ;  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Poor  falling  so  heavily  on  the  agri- 
culturists.                                        T.  K. 

36.— 

37. — Diminishing,  and  much  worse  workmen,  as  a 
^ood  Labourer  being  on  the  parish  so  frequently 
IS  soon  corrupted  by  others  of  more  idle  habits. 

T.K. 

37.— 
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County  of  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ROTTINGDEAN.  (3) 

S  A  L  E  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 

James  Ingram  &  John  Farncornbe,  Cliiircliwardens. 
Charles  Beard  &  Wdliam  Dumbrell,  Overseers. 

William  Martin, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.—  The  apportionment  of  Labourers  is  made  pur- 
suant to  an  acreage  rent. 

28.— No. 

29. — The  single  Men  who  are  industrious  and  trust- 

worthy  are  paid  equally  with  the  married  Men,  but  unfortunately 
most  of  the  single  Men  are  addicted  to  the  beer-shops,  and  con- 
sequently are  entitled  to  and  receive  lower  wages  ;  viz.  from  is. 
to  as.  less  per  week. 

 , 

29.— None.  { 

30. — About  2s,  in  the  pound,  estimated  on  the  rack- 
rent.  Church  Rate  included. 

— AU«.  oa.  m  tne  pound,  valued  m  1818  ;  the 

rental  taken  at  tvvo  thirds,  but  now  considered  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Somewhat  increased,  but  owing  to  an  accidental 

circumstance. 

31. — Increased  lOrf.  in  the  pound. 

No  increase  or  decrease. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  but  Assistant  Overseer  em- 
ployed, with  good  eflFect. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
The  Rate  lower. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  other  Inhabitants  in  Vestry. 
It  is  the  usual  custom  to  make  two  half-yearly 
Rates  ;  viz.  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day. 

J.F. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  general 
Vestry  assembled. 

34. — This  has  been  decided  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Parish  (seven  in  number),  and  is  now  always 
acted  on,  agreeably  to  that  decision.     J.  F. 

34'. — It  was  decided  by  a  general  Valuation  in  the 
year  1818,  by  a  person  appointed  by  the  Parish 
to  value  the  same ;  except  some  new  buildings 
which  have  been  since  erected,  which  the  parish 
have  rated  as  they  thought  proper,  to  correspond 
with  the  former  valuation. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  other  Inhabitants  in  Vestry 
assembled  always  decide  on  all  matters  of 

]"»iicir.p«<  A  notirp  (riven  or  tnp  nipptino*  or 
the  Overseers  when  a  Rate  is  required  to  be 
made  by  them,  and  such  meeting  is  held  at  the 
Vestry-room  of  the  Church,  where  any  Rate- 
payer may  attend.                                J.  F. 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestry  de- 
cide these  matters. 

36. — For  the  last  two  years  it  has  not  diminished, 
the  Farms  being  Down  Farms ;  but  it  is  con- 
ceived no  material  increase  has  taken  place. 

36. — Very  much  decreased  within  these  ten  years;  not 
attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — The  industry  of  some  of  the  Labourers  is  not 
diminished,  but  those  of  younger  age,  and  espe- 
cially such  as  are  single,  are  grown  much  more 
idle  and  worse  workmen,  owing  to  the  beex-- 
shops,  as  stated  in  Mo.  38. 

37. — The  young  men  are  not  so  industrious  as  the 
old. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


S  E  A  F  0  R  D.  (3) 

!l         SEDLESCOMB  and  WESTFIELD.  (3) 

Thomui  Ledbitter, 

Overseer. 

Spencer  Moslij, 

^oblolallt  v^vcrsccr. 

28. — In  proportion  to  the  rental. 

28. — Last  Winter  the  Farmers  agreed  to  take  a  Man 
for  each     ]  5  Kate.  Some  bad  characters,  whom 
no  one  would  trust,  were  sent  on  the  roads. 

29. — Not  any,  if  able-bodied. 

29. — None  to  able-bodied  when   employed  off  the 
Roads. 

30.  — Four  fifths. 

30. — 12s.  on  three  fourths  of  presumed  annual  value. 

31. — Increased. 

3L — Decreased  Is. 

32.  

the  pound  to  1 25.,attributable  parti)'  to  these  causes, 
and  to  improvement  in  the  times  since  1822. 

33. — The  acting  Overseers. 

33. — The  rated  Inhabitants  in  Vestry, 

34.— The  Vestry  Clerk, 

34. — Occupiers  pay  Rates  proportionable  to  the  pre- 
sumed annual  value  of  their  respective  holdings. 
The  Parish  was  valued  many  years  ago,  but  the 
assessment  becoming  unequal  from  various  alter- 
ations which  had  occurred,  the  rating  was  equal- 
ized by  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Vestry 
for  that  purpose. 

35. — Those  who  are  most  deeply  interested,  if  men  of 
business,  will  have  decidedly  the  lead  in  these 
matters. 

35. — The  Parish  Officers  and  Select  Vestry,  and  every 
rated  Inhabitant  who  chooses  to  attend  the 
Vestry,  arrange  these  matters.    The  Occupiers 
take  little  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Parish. 
I  have  been  Assistant  Overseer  for  eight  years, 
and  they  leave  a  great  deal  more  to  my  discre- 
tion than  I  wish. 

86. — Diminished,  in  consequence  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing.    The  Poor  Laws  have  no  doubt 
been  very  much  abused ;    the  consequence — 
decreased  means  to  employ  an  increased  popu- 
lation. 

37. — Never  better. 

37. — Industry  is  not  increasing;  it  is  now  as  it  ever 
was ;  there  are  many  good  workmen,  and  many 
who  will  not  take  any  pains. 
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SELMESTON.  (3) 

OLD  SHOREHAM.  (8) 

Joseph  Fuller,  "I 
»  »C     11      >  Overseers. 
J.  P.  Fuller i  / 

J.  S.  Turner, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — There  being  only  three  Farmers  in  the  Parish,  we 
employ  our  number  according  to  the  labour  re- 
quisite to  be  done  on  each  farm. 

^£7a~**l^UlXC^  11  LIJCV  die  Ui  cUUal  ilUililV* 

/SfV,—  i.\{j  uisiiiiciiuu  la  maue.    i  ney  are  paid  accorumg 
to  the  labour  performed  by  them. 

SC- 

30.— 3s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

SI  

31.— Increased. 

o».— 

32. — We  have  neither  ;  there  being  no  resident  Farmer 
in  the  Parish  but  myself,  I  have  served  13  years 
in  succession. 

33  

33.— The  Overseer. 

34..— 

34). — The  Parish  was  valued  in  1818  by  two  impartial 
men,  but  since  that  there  has  been  several 
alterations  in  the  tenancies  of  the  lands,  which 
has  been  decided  by  the  Overseer  and  Church- 
warden. 

35.— 

35.— The  Overseer  has  had  the  entire  management. 

36. — Certainly  much  diminished;  but  not  from  the 
Poor  Laws  to  any  extent,  but  from  late  unfa- 
vourable seasons. 

36.— It  is  about  the  same  as  it  has  been  these  last  ten 
years. 

37. — We  question  if  they  are  more  industrious,  and 
they  are  certainly  less  disposed  to  improve  them- 
selves as  workmen. 


37. — Nothing  like  so  good  as  formerly. 
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SINGLETON.  (3) 

SLAUGHAM.  (l) 

John  Hipkin, 

Guardian. 

T.  Jenner,  S.  Lewetj,  Overseers,  J.  Lindjield,  Vestry  Clerk, 
Robert  Ellison,  Rector,  and  N.  Barnwell,  Aslifold  Lodge. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28. — No ;  such  arrangement  would  be  most  beneficial. 

T.  J.    S.  L. 

No;  the  power  to  enforce  this  would  relieve  the  parish;  but  those 
having  large  farms  and  little  capital  will  not  agree  to  it.  N.Ji. 

2Q  — ^'^J^np    wHpn        pnnnl  nhilitv 

29. — None,  except  when  working  for  the  parish. 

E.E.    T.J.    S.L.  N.B. 

30. — 6s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

30.— 22s.  at  full  two  thirds  rental.         T.  J.    S.  L. 
16s.  in  the  pound.                              N.  B. 

3L — The  same  as  the  preceding  year. 

3L — Increasing,  and  will  increase.  T.  J,  S.  L.  N.  B. 

^9  Nnnp 

32  No                                              T  T     <J  r 

No ;  an  Assistant  Overseer  is  much  wanted. 

N.  B. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Guardian. 

33. — The  Rates  are  determined  in  Vestry.      N.  B. 
The  Vestry  Clerk.                              J.  L. 

34. — The  aforesaid  Officers. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  person  is  regu- 
lated by  relative  value  of  his  estate.    The  parish 
was  valued  by  two  Surveyors.              N.  B. 

By  a  Valuation  made  by  two  qualified  persons. 

J.L. 

35. — An  Overseer  collects  the  Rates  and  the  Guardian 
disburses  them. 

• 

35. — Both  Vestry  and  Overseers  interfere.       N.  B. 

None,  unless  an  improvement  be  made  by  any 
Rate-payer;  then  an  advancement  is  made  in 
proportion  by  a  Vestry  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose.                                            J.  L. 

36. — Diminishing;  not  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing  to  an  alarming  degree.  I  expect  next 
Michaelmas  very  few  will  be  solvent,  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  present  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws.                                          22.  E. 

Fearfully  decreased.    We  have  hardly  a  solvent 
farmer  in  the  parish,                        N.  JB, 

37. — The  old  Labourers  who  received  no  education 
when  Boys  are  much  the  best.    Young  Men 
are  more  inclined  to  visit  alehouses,  and  conse- 
quently are  more  idle. 

37. — I  have  heard  complaints  of  this  sort  made.  R.  E. 

The  industry  is  decreasing.    Our  Men  can  work 
as  well,  but  prefer  the  indolent  life  of  working 
for  the  parish  without  control.    Few  parishes 
have  a  Superintendent.  B. 
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ANSWERS. 


S  O  M  P  T  I  N  G. 

Henrrj  Burry,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Thomas  Turner. 


(3) 


28. — The  attempt  has  been  made,  but  failed  in  conse- 
quence of  some  occupiers  not  taking  their  share. 

H.  B. 


29. — None  to  able-bodied  Men. 


30. — 65.  Qd.  in  the  pound,  on  a  valuation  taken  in  1802, 
now  equal  to  rack  rent.  H.B. 


31. — On  the  increase. 


H,B, 


32. — No  Select  Vestry  ;   an  Assistant  Overseer  for 
some  vears.  H.  B. 


33. — The  Parish  Vestry,  confirmed  by  the  Magistrates. 

T.  T. 


34. — It  is  regulated  by  a  valuation  of  the  Parish,  each 
person  paying  his  proportion  according  to  the 
property  which  he  occupies.  T, 


35. — It  is  done  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Over- 
eeers,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Vestry.  T.  T. 


36. — Most  certainly  diminishing,  from  the  pressure  of 
the  Poor  Rates,  in  conjunction  with  other 
causes.  T.  T. 


37. — Decidedly  worse  workmen  ;  one  cause  of  which  is 
the  demoralizing  and  otherwise  bad 'effects  of 
the  beer-shops.  T.  T. 


STOUGHTON. 

Charles  Whkher,  jiin., 

Assistant  Overseer, 


(3) 


28.--N0. 


I 


29. — Yes,  by  some  Farmers. 


30. — 9s.  in  the  pound. 


31. — Increase. 


32. — An  Assistant  paid  Overseer.  No  Select  V 


33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens.    No  Select 
Vestry. 


34. — The  majority  of  the  Parishioners  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled appoint  valuers  to  determine  the  relative 
value  of  the  property  in  the  Parish,  and  such 
valuation  is  held  good  until  a  fresh  one  is  made. 


35, — The  Overseers  as  well  as  the  Vestry  take  part  in 
deciding  these  matters,  which  is  done  by  their 
respective  votes.  t 


36.— 


37.— 
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T  H  A  K  E  H  A  M.  (3) 

T  I  L  L I N  G  T  O  N.  (2) 

Wlllictm  Bolting, 

Gu;u-cli:in. 

vviUiain  otenu 

28.— No. 

28. — It  has  been  attempted  to  place  an  able-bodied 
Labourer  to  every     15  Kent,  but  this  is  much 
evaded. 

29.— 

29. — Not  generally  now,  if  able  young  Men. 

30. — I5s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 15«.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased  3s.  in  the  pound. 

32.— No, 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer.  The 
effect  has  not  been  beneficial. 

33. — It  is  decided  by  the  Parish  Officers  and  other  Rate- 
payers at  a  Vestry  held  for  the  purpose. 

33. — When  the  Overseer  stands  in  need  of  a  nev/  Rate 
he  apprises  the  Vestry. 

34. — The  amount  is  paid  according  to  the  value  of  Pro- 
perty each  Rate-payer  may  occupy  in  the  Parish. 

34'. — It  is  made  upon  a  Valuation  which  was  taken  last 
year. 

35. — The  Overseers  collect  the  money :  it  is  expended 
by  the  Guardian,  partly  on  applications  made  to 
him  by  Paupers,  and  partly  by  the  guidance  of 
the  other  Rate -payers  who  may  happen  to  attend 
the  Vestry. 

35. — The  Overseer  asks  for  a  new  Rate  when  the  old 
one  is  nearly  exhausted. 

36. — Diminishing,  which  we  attribute  to  the  extreme 
increase  of  Poor  Rates  and  the  extravagant 
charge  of  Tithes. 

36. — Undoubtedly  diminishing.    ^475  were  paid  to 
the  Poor  working  on  the  Roads  last  year,  and 
they  are  not  better  kept  than  when  j£^40  were 
paid. 

3T. — Diminishing,  and  not  such  good  Workmen  as  they 
formerly  were.  We  attribute  the  change  to 
their  working  on  the  highways. 

37. — Generally  speaking,  worse. 
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(3)  TICE  HURST. 


G.  Courthope,  J.  P. 

28. — They  are  not  in  any  way  whatever. 


29. — The  most  profitable  and  regular  employment  is  given  to  the  married  Men,  and  the  single  Men,  except  at 
this  parish  are  not  different  to  the  single  Men  when  employed  by  Individuals  ;  but  as  they  are  the  persons 
mucli  less  weekly  or  yearly  sum  than  the  married  Men.  The  most  active,  therefore,  of  the  agricultural 
a  constant  state  of  discontent  it  cannot  be  said  without  reason,  where  thev  are  industrious  and  anxious  to 


30.  — The  Rate  of  the  last  year  was  10s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  upon  two  thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent. 

31.  — They  are  the  same  as  last  year's. 

32.  — Both,  with  a  very  beneficial  effect,  the  Rates  having  been  much  reduced  since  the  adoption  of  the  plan. 

they  had  risen  again  to  ^£^1,756,  18.  6. 

33.  — The  Assistant  Overseer  prepares  an  abstract  or  statement  of  the  Parish  Funds,  with  their  debts  and  credits* 


34. — A  Committee  of  the  principal  Rate-payers  made  a  valuation  in  1821,  by  which  all  the  Rates  are  levied, 
of  the  sum  charged  has  been  raised, 

I 


35. — Though  the  sum  to  be  raised  in  each  Rate  is  decided  at  a  General  Vestry,  it  should  not  be  understood 
a  small  number  of  the  leading  Farmers  only  meet  on  these  occasions;  and  the  Parish  at  large,  being  well 


I 


36. — It  is  decidedly  diminished ;  but  not,  in  my  opinion,  attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws,  except  as  far  as  they 


37. — The  industry  of  the  steady  Labourer  who  is  in  constant  employment  under  the  same  master  I  believe  not 
neighbourhood;  but  the  supply  of  Labourers  in  many  Parishes  exceeding  the  demand  for  them,  and  the 
would  require,  many  of  the  labouring  class,  and  more  particularly  the  single  Men,  are  left  in  a  state  of 
frequently  measured  by  what  is  considered  necessary  for  subsistence,  rather  than  by  the  merit  of  the 
labour,  and  the  various  shifts  and  contrivances  for  giving  employment  and  support  to  what  is  considered 
produce  much  discontent  and  irritation  amongst  a  large  class  of  the  agricultural  population. 
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T I C  E  H  U  R  S  T.  (3) 


G.  Courthope,  J.  P. 


the  busy  seasons,  find  great  difficulty  in  procuring  work  in  a  great  part  of  this  country.  I  believe  the  wages  in 
generally  in  most  places  dismissed  when  any  of  the  workmen  can  be  dispensed  with,  they  are  in  the  receipt  of  a 
population  have  much  idle  time,  acquire  vicious  habits,  which  are  much  promoted  by  the  beer-shops,  and  are  in 
work,  but  not  able  to  procure  it. 


The  Poor  Rates  in  1821-22  amounted  to^SjaaT.  10.  5. ;  in  1828  they  were  as  low  as  ^'1,214.  2.  9. ;  in  1832 
and  lays  it  before  a  General  Vestry,  who  determine  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  half-yearly. 


except  in  a  few  instances,  where  there  have  been  decided  improvements  by  building,  in  which  cases  the  amount 


that  this  becomes  the  subject  of  discussion  at  a  large  or  numerous  Meeting;  for  though  the  Parish  is  extensive 
satisfied  with  their  management,  place  confidence  in  them,  and  do  not  interfere. 


must  be  considered  as  one  of  the  burdens  upon  the  Farmer. 


to  be  diminished,  and  I  believe  that  such  Labourers  have  no  ground  of  complaint  at  the  present  wages  of  this 
reduced  Capital  of  the  Farmers  not  enabling  them  to  pay  for  the  work  which  a  due  cultivation  of  their  Farms 
idleness,  or  obtain  very  irregular  and  uncertain  employment.  The  payment  of  such  Labourers  being  too 
Workman, — the  idle  and  dissolute  receiving  as  much  by  aid  of  the  Poor  Rate  as  the  most  industrious  for  his 
as  surplus  labour  at  the  least  expense  to  the  Farmer, — all  tend  to  ruin  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  to 
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T  W  I  N  E  H  A  M.  (3) 

M\  Wood,  Overseer, 
Anonymous,  63,  64,  3d, 

28. — We  apportion  in  the  Winter  according  to  Assess- 

nripril"  fr\  Wonr  riJifpQ 

illCXlL   tU   X  \J\JL  XlfULCO* 

W  A  D  H  U  R  S  T. 

Aijlmcr  [lalij,  .T.  1'.  [My  Answers  lefef  cliii  fly  to  the  Eastern 
I'atls  ol'  Sussex  and  adjoinins;  Parts  of  Kent.]  ^3) 
Samuel  Baldwin  iw.  (1) 

28.— No.                                               S.  B. 

29  — Onlv  whpn    thov  annlv  to  tlif*  T^nrisli  •  mirripri 

men  have  full  wages  at  all  times. 

29.  It  depends  on  ability.                             S.  li. 

Generally  less  is  given  to  unmarried  Men,  and  they  are  only 
employed  for  short  periods,   hy  wliich  means  they  acquire 
habits  of  idleness,  living  chiefly  at  Bccr-shops,  ready  for  uny 
mischief.                                                             j1.  H. 

30. — 17s.,  on  two  thirds. 

30. — About  9«.,  on  two  thirds.                      S.  B. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — About  the  same.                                 S.  B. 

QO  "VTn 

OA. —  iNO  iseieci  vesiiy  ,  an  Assisiani  i-'^erscci  ,  in  con- 
sequence the  Rates  are  lower.              5.  B. 

33. — A  General  Vestry  decides  what  Rates  are  to  be 
raised  accoi'ding  to  the  wants  of  the  Poor. 

Anon. 

3o. — By  a  Vestry  assembled  for  that  purpose,  conjointly 
with  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

A.  H.   S.  B. 

34. — A  General  Vestry  decides  as  to  the  amount  of 
each  person's  Rate,  according  to  a  regulation 
and  equalization  made  by  the  whole  parish  in 
the  last  year.  Anon. 

Si. — Apportioned  according  to  the  Rental.     A.  H. 
Overseei's.                                      S.  B. 

1 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants  assemble.  No 
distinction  is  made  by  any  party,  but  the  whole 
Vestry  agree.  Anon. 

35. — Principally  the  Overseers,  and  occasionally  the 
Vestry.  B. 
The  Overseers  call  a  Vestry  whenever  a  Rate  is 
requii'ed,  and  act  according  to  the  decision  of 
the  majority.                                  A.  H. 

36. — Fast  diminishing;   I  attribute  it  chiefly  to  the 
Poor  Laws,  which  seem  to  be  the  greatest  evils 
the  Farmer  has  to  contend  with  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, but  within  a  few  miles  distance  it  is 
quite  different. 

36. — Diminishing  rapidly,  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce  being  too  low  with  regard  to  the  demand 
of  Taxes,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  fall  of 
prices  since  the  Peace.                       A.  H. 

37. — The  young  Men  are  in  general  worse  ;  they  know 
the  Parish  must  employ  them,  and  are  careless 
what  ihey  do  or  say. 

37. — Diminished  considerably.                      A.  H. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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W  A  L  D  R  O  N.  (3) 

WE  ST  FIELD.  (a^ 

Wm.  Tommas,    1  r\ 

zy  IT  J     }■  Overseers. 

^  ti¥t4iO    A           1  %j  lHjfrXJ  Iff  y  ■ 

B.  Smith. 

28. — We  have  endeavoured  to  do  it  by  rental,  in  which 
we  have  failed. 

28.— No. 

29. — Not  any. 

29. — Yes. 

30. — At  Rack-rent,  about  12^.  in  the  pound. 

30. — 16s.,  on  a  Rack-rent.  In  many  instances  the  land 
is  rated  at  more  than  it  will  let  for. 

31. — About  the  same. 

31. — The  Rate  last  year  was  18s.  6d. 

32. — We  have  not  had  any. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — There  is  always  a  Vestry  legally  convened  for  the 
purpose,  by  a  majority  of  which  it  is  decided. 

33.— 

34. — The  Vestry,  as  above. 

34.— 

35. — The  Parish  Officers  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
Vestry,  as  stated  before. 

35.— 

36.— Decreasing  exceedingly,  and  to  be  attributed  to 
excessive  Poor  Rates  and  high  Tithes. 

36. — Annual  value  of  the  real  property,  as  assessed 

April,  1815,  3390^.     Annual  value  of  the  real  property,  as 
assessed  November,  1829,  1959/.  3s.    It  has  undoubtedly 
fallen  in  value  since  the  last  valuation,  i".  e.  in  the  last  2  years, 
and  the  Population  has  been  more  than  trebled  in  30  years : 
1801,306;  1811,  707  ;  1821,  897;  1831,  938:  and  this  in 
spite  of  an  emigration  of  considerable  amount,  at  the  Parish 
expence,  in  1829.     The  Eighteen-penny  Children  will  eat  up 
this  Parish  in  10  years  more,  unless  some  relief  be  afforded  us. 

37. — Rathor  diminishing. 

37.— 

P.  Z.  (13.)— Part  Hi.                                     4  it 
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W  E  S  T  F  I  R  L  E.  (3) 

W  E  S  T  H  A  M  P  N  E  T  T.  (3) 

Charles  Hollebone, 

A  cclcf  ant  Ovpr^ppr 

Thos.  Hahted. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — A  difference  is  made  of  from  2s.  to  As.  in  their 
weekly  wages. 

29. — Not  any. 

SC- 

30.— 

SI.— 

31.— 

32. — 

32.— 

33. — The  Rates  are  made  by  the  Overseers,  accordinj? 
to  the  amount  expended;  then  they  are  passed 
and  signed  at  a  Vestry,  and  also  by  2  Magistrates, 
previous  to  being  collected. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  and  principal  Inhabitants, 
sanctioned  by  2  Magistrates. 

34. — The  Parish  was  valued  several  years  ago,  and  each 
person  is  rated  at  three  fourths  of  that  valuation. 
We  have  made  4  Books  this  year,  commencing 
at  New  Lady-day,  1832,  and  ending  at  Lady- 
day,  1833;  amounting  to  the  sum  of  Is.  in  the 
pound,  as  rated  to  the  Poor. 

34. — This,  of  course,  is  settled  by  an  actual  survey 
and  valuation  of  the  Parish,  by  persons  pro- 
perly qualified  as  Valuers. 

35. — Answered  in  Number  33. 

35. — This  is  decided  in  Vestry  by  the  Parish  Officers 
and  principal  Inhabitants. 

36.— 

36. — Much  diminished.  The  Poor  Laws  are  very  op- 
pressive. The  alteration  of  the  currency,  com- 
bined with  free  trade,  has  nearly  ruined  the 
Farmer. 

37.' — Rather  on  the  increase;  but  I  do  not  consider 
them  better  workmen  than  formerly. 

37 — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  certainly  di- 
minished, and  the  Labourers  are  not  such  good 
workmen  as  formerly ;  obviously  attributable  to 
the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws.  It  matters  not 
how  badly  a  man  conducts  himself;  the  Parish 
must  employ  him  or  support  him. 
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ANSWERS. 


WESTMESTON.  (3) 

W  I  L  L  I  N  G  D  O  N.  (3) 

John  Springate. 

Willinm  Tinltitia  Fnrmpr  ^4 

Iniso  Thomas,  J.  P.  1  ^ 

7.^^     if       \        f  Overseers. 

28. — No. 

28. — Not  apportioned.                                E.  R. 

29. — None,  except  when  they  come  to  the  Parish  Offi- 
cer for  assistance. 

29. — Married  Men,  12s.  per  week;  single  Men,  from 

9s.  to  IDs.,  and  some  12s.  per  week.                        E.  II. 
The  wages  of  a  married  Man  are  generally  12j-.  per  week;  of  a 
single  Man,  9s.  ;  but  in  particular  instances  lOj.,  lis.,  or  12$., 
according  to  his  ability,  or  the  nature  of  the  work.     /.  T. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound,  Rack-rent. 

30. — 18s.  in  the  pound,  supposed  to  be  at  half  Rent. 

E.  R. 

31. — Diminished  the  last  two  years. 

31. — Increased  Is.  in  the  pound  from  last  year. 

E.R. 

32. — None. 

552 ——No  Splpct  Vpstrv   Hilt  !in  AQ^si^tJinl*  Ovprcpor 

E.R. 

33. — A  majority  of  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  and 
all  Rate-payers  who  choose  to  attend  Vestries. 
There  are  generally  two  Poor  Rates  made  in 
the  year.                                            W.  B. 

33. — At  an  open  Vestry,  the  permanent  Overseer  of  the 

Poor,  twice  in  the  year,  viz.  a  short  time  before  Lady-day  and 
again  before  Michaelmas,  states  the  sum  calculated  by  him 
to  be  requisite  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  for  the  ensuing  half 
year.    The  "Vestry,  then,  having  investigated  the  Accounts, 
decide  on  the  amount.                                           /.  T. 

54.— As  above.                                           W.  B. 

34. — The  apportionment  is  made  according  to  a  regular 
valuation  of  the  Parish,  which  is  referred  to  as 
a  guide  for  all  such  Assessments.           /.  T. 

35. — In  either  of  these  cases  a  General  Vestry  is  called, 
(the  object  and  meaninf;  of  which  are  specified 
in  the  notice  given  in  the  Church  for  assembling 
the  same,)  where  a  majority  of  Votes  decide  the 
matter  in  question,  the  non-contents,  if  any, 
having  notice  when  and  where  such  Assessment 
will  be  presented  for  the  allowance  of  two  Ma- 
gistrates. No  Rate-payer  claims  more  than 
one  Vote.                                .         W.  B. 

35. — The  Overseers  propose  their  measures  ;  the  Vestry 
enquire,  examine,  sanction,  or  disapprove. 

/.  T. 

6. — 

36. — It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  real  capital  of  indi- 
viduals.   It  is  understood  that  there  is  a  general 
deficiency  of  agricultural  capital.    It  is  known 
that  at  former  periods,  when  capital  was  con- 
sidered to  be  abundant,  it  was  not  real  capital, 
but  was  mainly  dependent  upon  "  accommoda- 
tion."                                               /.  T. 

37. — 

37. — Neither  better  nor  worse.                      /.  T. 
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County  of  Sussex — continued, 
ANSWERS. 


WISBOROUGH  GREEN.  (3) 


John  Edmunds,  Jun. 


28.— 


29.  — The  unmarried  Man,  during  the  Summer  (Haymaking  and  Harvest  excepted),  very  seldom  obtains  more  than 

three  fourths  of  the  wages  paid  to  the  married  Labourer,  and  many  cannot  obtain  employment  at  that 
rate  of  wages;  and,  the  greater  part  of  the  Winter,  cannot  get  any.  Those  who  do  procure  work  in 
Winter,  are  not  paid  more  than  one  half  of  the  wages  given  to  the  married  Labourer. 

30.  — 


31.— 


32.— 


33.— 


34.— 


35.— 


56. — Diminishing;  partly  from  the  able-bodied  Poor  being  paid  to  so  great  an  extent  from  the  Poor  Rate,  when 
destitute  of  any  other  employment  but  Parish  work,  there  being  no  return  for  the  enormous  amount  so 
paid.  At  the  same  time,  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  land  is  neglected,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  crop 
failing,  and  the  Poor  Rate  to  increase. 


37. — Industry  diminishing.    Worse  workmen.    The  greater  portion,  at  times,  not  having  any  useful  and  profit- 
able employment  whereon  to  improve  themselves,  they  consequently  become  slovenly  and  indifferent. 
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ANSWERS. 


- 

WIST  ON.  (1) 

W  I  T  H  Y  II  A  M.  (3) 

Geo-  IVells, 

Rector. 

D.  Edwards,  Churchwarden. 
Jo/m  1  urner. 

•28. — No. 

28. — Not  apportioned  amongst  the  Occupiers. 

OQ        ^J/^f  lip  fVt£i  V\£iGt  T  aKrMirfirc  •    niif"  \'r»iinnr  iViPIl  il^VP 

difficulty  in  getting  full  pay. 

—  C7.        xii^'ic:;  11 J «.(  y   UK,  kx  uillvJ  CI         1-/1    Joa   I'l^l  «vcci\* 

30. — About  8s.  or  9s.,  on  the  rated  Rental. 

30. —  lOs.  6d.  in  the  f)ound,  at  an  ad  valorem,  which  is 
rather  rnore  than  full  Rents. 

31. — About  the  same  each  year. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

32. — No. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  An  Assistant  Overseer,  who 
has  been  highly  beneficial. 

53. — This  Parish  being  incorporated  with  other  Pa- 
rishes, under  the  Act  called  Gilbert's,  and  having  with  them 
a  common  House  of  Industry,  the  money  raised  in  each  year 
is  decided  upou  by  the  Guardian  appointed  according  to  the 
Statute.  He  requires  a  Rate  at  such  times  as  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary, and  is  responsible  for  the  application  of  it  when  the 
Parish  Accounts  are  settled.  This,  at  least,  is  the  usual  practice. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Vestry.                                       D.  E. 

34. — The  Rate-payers  are  charged  respectively  with 
an  amount  of  Assessment,  which  has  been  paid 
by  a  valuation  of  the  property  they  hold. 

34. — The  sum  is  levied  by  an  ad  valorem  Rate  through- 
out the  Parish.                                 D.  E. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  do  not  decide;  but  if 
any  unusual  or  special  case  were  to  occur,  the 
Guardian  would  naturally  call  a  Vestry  to  con- 
sider it. 

35. — The  Overseers  propose,  and  the  Vestry  consent 
to  the  Rate.  It  is  rarely  that  any  objection  is 
taken  to  the  amount  required  by  the  Overseer, 
who,  in  fact,  may  be  said  to  decide  the  Ques- 
tion.                                               D.  E. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36. — Capital  is  diminishing,  as  well  as  the  demand  for 
Farms,  which  we  attribute,  in  some  degree,  to 
the  increase  of  Poor  Rates. 

37. — No  difference. 

37. — The  industry  of  our  best  Labourers,  who  are  in 
constant  work,  is  not  diminished,  but  the  ge- 
nerality of  Labourers  are  not  so  industrious 
nor  such  good  workmen  as  they  used  to  be. 
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County  of"  Sussex — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WORTH.  (3) 

Y  A  P  T  O  N.  (3) 

Thos.  Hooker,  John  Stanbridge,  Henry  Bristow,  Overseers. 
Francis  Scawen  Blunt. 

jy. H.Boniface.  1  Clias.  Billinghurst,  Guardian.     T.  BUling-\  ,4 

/iMrsi,  Churchwarden,    /f.  iater,  Overseer.  f33|3'»,35. 

28.— No.                                       T.  H. 

J.S. 
H.B. 

28.— 

29. — Tliere  is  some  difierence;  say  ]2s.  per  week  to 

the  one,  6s.  or  8s.  to  the  ptlier.          T.  H.    J.  S.    H.  D. 
The  difference  is  this:  Is.  a  day  to  the  unmarried,  and  Is.  (id.  to 
the  married  Man.    1  have  tried  for  a  long  time  to  induce  tlie 
Farmers  to  make  no  difference,  but  to  no  purpose.     F.  B. 

29. — There  is  a  difference;  about  2s.  per  week  in  some 
case.s,  in  others  none. 

30. — Rates  for  1831,  15s.  6d.,  at  two  thirds  Rack-rent. 

T.  H.    J.  S.    H.  B. 

30.— 

31. — Increased,  2s.  in  the  pound.          T.  H.    J.  S. 

H.B. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.                         7'.  H. 

JS. 
H.B. 

32.— 

33. — The  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled,  with  notice 
given  of  such  Meeting,  decide  what  money  will 
be  required  for  the   quarter   ensuing;  con- 
sequently, they  meet  four  times  a  year. 

F.B. 

33. — The  Guardian,  two  Overseers,  and  Churchwarden. 

C.  B. 
T.  B. 
W.L. 

34. — The  Overseers.                           F.  B. 

34. — Each  pays  according  to  valuation.          C.  B. 

T.B. 
W.L. 

35. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  as  many  of 
the  principal  Inhabitants  as  choose  to  attend 
the  Vestry,  arrange  all  affairs  connected  with 
the  Poor,  without  any  one  person  being  more 
influential  than  another,  except  by  acknow- 
ledged superior  ability.              F.  B. 

35. — At  public  Monthly  Vestries,  cried  in  the  Church, 
decided  on  by  the  Parish  and  Parish  Officers. 

C.  B. 

r.  B. 

W.L. 

36. — It  has  diminished,  and  is  diminishing. 

T.H.    JS.  H.B. 
Very  much  diminishing.    The  land  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  of  poor  quality,  cultivated  by  Men 
of  small  capital,  or  perhaps  by  those  who  began 
upon  a  borrowed  one.               F.  B. 

36. — Not  so  much  from  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  as  from  increase  of  population  and  de- 
crease of  capital.  Diminished  10  per  cent,  within 
the  last  two  years. 

37. — They  are  worse  workmen,  by  reason  of  their  being 
so  often  out  of  work.     T.  H.    J.  S.    H.  B. 
Upon  the  whole,  they  are  not  such  good  workmen 
as  formerly.      There  is  more  poaching,  and 
there  are  more  ale  and  beer  houses. 

F.B.  : 

37. — They  are  worse,  owing  to  the  power  they  possess 
of  commanding  Parish  relief.    A  Labourer  has 
nothing  to  do  but  get  out  of  employ  somehow, 
and  he  becomes  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
relief  due  to  an  industrious  man. 

1 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


537  c 
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ANSWERS. 


A  L  C  E  S  T  E  R.  (3) 

ALLESLEY.  (i) 

IVm.  Hands  Ma.ikall, 

Overseer. 

PV.  T.  Bree, 

Rector. 

28. — No. 

28.— No. 

29.— No. 

29.— No. 

30. — Rated  at  one  third  its  value;  and  a  Rate  at  6V/. 
in  the  pound  would  produce  about  5s.  in  the 
pound  upon  such  reduced  value. 

30. — 3s.  per  pound  by  the  year. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No. 

32. — Yes.  The  effect  has  been  beneficial.  Without  a 
Select  Vestry,  I  am  satisfied,  our  Rate  would 
have  increased  still  more. 

33. — The  amount  of  Poor  Rate  in  this  Parish  is  about 
84/. ;  and,  as  the  same  is  expended,  the  Over- 
seers apply  to  the  Magistrates  to  grant  them  a 
fresh  one,  which  they  invariably  do. 

33. — The  members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  consisting  of 
the  principal  Occupiers. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  Before  it  is 
allowed  by  the  Magistrates,  each  Inhabitant  is 
assessed  as  equally  as  can  be  according  to  the 
value  of  the  property  he  occupies. 

34. — Decided  according  to  a  Surveyor's  valuation,  and 
agreed  to  by  Parishioners. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  apply  to  the  Vestry,  which  is 
granted,  and  signed  by  the  Magistrates,  and 
notice  published  in  the  Church.  The  Over- 
seers are  ex  officio  members  of  the  Vestry. 

36. — Remains  about  the  same  as  for  several  years 
past. 

36. — Diminishing ;  partly  in  consequence  of  there 
being  no  decrease  in  the  Poor  Rates,  and  a 
considerable  diminution  in  the  value  of  pro- 
duce. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  as  industrious,  and  as  good 
workmen,  as  they  have  been  for  many  years. 

37. — Not  much  difference.  Some,  perhaps,  are  too 
much  inclined  to  look  to  the  Parish  rather  than 
to  their  own  exertions.  The  expectation  of 
Parish  relief  operates  strongly  in  preventing  the 
Poor  (such  as  are  able  to  do  so)  from  laying  any 
thing  by  against  the  time  of  sickness  and  old 
age.    It  makes  them  improvident. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ATHERSTONE  Township,  (Mancester  Parish.)  (1  &  3) 


Charles  Holt  Bracebridge,  J.  P.  ' 
John  Power,  Overseer. 

2S. — Never.  J-  P- 


29.  Very  generally  there  is.    In  this  Parish,  Labourers  working  for  individuals  are  paid  according  to  their 

abilities,  not  their  Families ;  i.  e.  their  merit,  not  their  misfortune.  C.  H.  B. 

None.  J'  P- 


30. — We  collected  quite  10s.  in  the  pound  upon  the  full  assessed  valuation  last  year,  but  we  gather  upon  the 
half  value.  J.  P. 


31. — About  the  same.  J.  P. 


32.  A  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer,  who  are  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  efficacy  to  the  Overseer  in 

collecting  the  Rates  and  determining  the  amount  that  the  Paupers  should  receive.  J.  P. 


33.  The  Overseers.    The     how  much"  depends  on  the  demand  of  the  Poor  alone.    As  soon  as  this  demand 

exhausts  one  Rate,  the  Overseer  must  get  another  ordered  and  collected  (under  pain  of  mandamus),  consequently  no  persons  decide;  the 
demand  for  relief,  or  rather  the  amount  paid,  alone  decides  ;  no  period  is  fixed;  the  exhaustion  of  the  funds  collected  by  one  Rate  deter- 
mines the  time  for  heginning  to  collect  another.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  "  how  much  ;"  the  Poor  must  be  relieved  till  every  Rate-payer 
is  sold  up.    What  happens  then  I  do  not  know  ;  if  the  present  Law  exists,  there  will  be,  ere  long,  cases  in  point.  C.  H.  B. 

There  is  no  fixed  sum  raised  and  limited  for  one  year,  it  being  uncertain  what  amount  will  be  required  to  meet  the  claims  ;  nor  in  any  less 
period.  We  generally  gather  in  Rates  ofls.  8(i.  in  the  pound;  and  when  one  Rate  is  paid  away,  a  fresh  Rate  is  granted  to  the  Overseers 
and  their  Collectors.    This  sum  is  about  200/.  each  Rate.  J.  P. 

34.  In  fact,  the  whole  Parish  in  Vestry  assembled.    The  Payer  has  a  right  to  see  not  only  his  Rate,  and  pro- 

portion of  payment  thereon,  but  the  whole  Book.  In  law  the  Overseer  pro  temp,  is  supposed  to  make 
his  own  Rate,  but  he  does  not  in  fact.  But  supposing  him  to  do  so,  the  right  of  inspection,  and  Appeal  to 
the  Rate  bv  the  Rate-payer  to  Sessions,  would  prevent  much  inequality.  C.  H.  B. 

The  general  "Assessment  is  on  a  valuation  of  the  Township  by  a  Surveyor  in  1822 ;  but  as  alterations  are 
always  taking  place,  we  do  not  go  into  the  expence  of  a  Surveyor  on  account  of  these;  but  the  2  legal 
Overseers,  accompanied  by  the  2  Churchwardens,  decide  the  amount,  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  that 
shall  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer.  J.  P. 

35.  The  Overseer  here  has  no  individual  power,  nor  the  Select  Vestry,  but  a  general  Town  Meeting  in  Vestry ; 

in  fact,  all  Rate-payers  who  please,  come  and  vote.  I  believe  justice  is  done  as  far  as  it  can  be;  but  the 
land  was  assessed  too  high  the  last  time  in  proportion  to  the  houses.  C.  H.  B. 

The  Overseers  only,  as  stated,  value  the  occasional  alterations;  the  Select  Vestry  never  interfere;  but  the 
General  Vestry  decides  under  what  Assessment  the  whole  Parish  shall  be  collected  upon.      J.  P. 


3(j.  I  should  think  (but  have  no  means  of  really  knowing)  capital  actually  employed  on  farming  has  been 

certainly  diminishing  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  but  do  not  attribute  such  diminution  to  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws,  except  in  Parishes  near  Riband  Districts,  where  the  Girls  have  been  sent  home  (they 
are  not  legal  apprentices),  and  where  roundsmen  have  been  employed  to  excess.  These  exceptions,  how- 
ever, must  produce  but  a  trifling  result.  C.  H.  B. 
Not  much  difference,  beyond  the  influence  of  a  surplus  populatioq  pressing  upon  the  means  of  existence  to 
the  middle  class,  and  destroying  their  profits,  and  devouring  the  value  of  their  exertions  and  their 
capital.  P' 


37.  Where  the  Houserow  or  Roundsmen  system  prevails,  the  industry  is  less,  and  the  skill  deteriorated.  This 

unhappy  system  does  prevail  in  most  of  the  Warwickshire  and  Leicestershire  Parishes  hereabouts,  but 
not  in  this.  C.  H.  B. 

There  are  some  idle  Labourers,  that,  knowing  the  certainty  of  Parish  relief,  are  indifferent  to  obtain  the 
character  of  good  Labourers ;  but,  generally  speaking,  there  is  not  any  falling  off,  provided  they  are 
properly  paid.  P' 
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ANSWERS. 


A  N  S  T  E  Y.  (2) 
H.  C.  Adams, 

28.— 

BERKSWELL. 

E.  Euidley  If'ilmot.  (2) 
George  Dormer,  Overseer,  and  Thomas  IlUdge,  one  of  tlie 
Seiect  Vestry.  (.'3) 

28.-NO.  AJl. 

29. — None  ;  but  the  Farmers  usually  give  their  work  to 
the  married  Men,  to  save  their  pockets  from 
the  Poor's  Rate. 

29. — None 

30.~ 

30. — Estimated  on  three  fourths  of  the  actual  Rent,  and 

are  4s.  in  the  pound  on  such  three  fourths  Rent.     E.  E.  IV. 
From  4s.  to  5s.  in  the  pound,  but  not  at  rack  rent.    G.  D.    T.  I. 

31.— 

31. — The  same  :  never  more  than  four  levies.  E.E.  W. 
About  the  same.                        G.  D.    T.  I. 

32. — 

o<i% — jjuLiij  tiiiu.  iL  iid.b  S'civcu,  US  aiiOLner  I6vy,  zi.  ^»  fr • 
Both.                                    G.  D.    T.  I. 

 _  i. 

33. — The  Churchwarden  and  two  Overseers,  which  is 
allowed  bv  two  Magistrates,  and  published  in 
the  Church.                                  S.  T.  A. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  decide  and  direct  the  number  of 
\s.  Rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  Parish 
of  Berkswell  in  each  year.               E.  E.  W. 
The  Select  Vestry  order  a  levy  to  be  granted,  and 
which  is  confirmed  by  the  signatures  of  two  Ma- 
gistrates.                               G.  D.    T.  I. 

34. —  A  valuation  of  the  rateable  property  is  made  by  a 
competent  person,  and  his  valuation  is  the  guide 
for  assessing  the  Rate-payers.            ,S.  T.  A. 

34. — The  Assessor  of  the  Parish.               E.  E.  W. 

The  amounts  are  decided  by  the  value  at  which 
the  different  Properties  are  rated,   the  Rate 
being  generally  made  by  some  person  presumed 
to  be  competent  to  affix  a  proper  valuation. 

G.  B.    T.  I. 

35. — Tjie  Churchwarden  and  the  Overseers  are  the  only 
persons  who  take  any  part  in  these  proceedings. 

S.  T.  A. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  alone  interfere,  and  manage 
all  these  matters ;  and  the  Assistant  Overseer 
acts  under  their  orders.  All. 

36. — Diminishing,  from  the  oppressive  interference  with 
the  circulating  medium. 

36. — Diminishing.    To  nothing  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws,  otherwise  than 
increasing  the  outooings  of  the  Farmer. 

E.  E.  W. 

Decreasing  very  fast.    The  decrease  not  from  the 
way  in  which  the  law  is  administered,  but  from 
the  increasing  calls  on  the  payers.  G.D.  T.I 

37. — Better  Workmen,  but  less  industry. 

37. — About  the  same.                              E.  E.  TV. 
Certainly  not  better.                  G.  D.    T.  I. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  HI. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


•  B  I  C  K  E  N  H  I  L  L.  (3) 

BID  FORD.  (3) 

Carew  Thomas  Elers, 

Vicar. 

Thomas  Hodgkins, 

28. — No  ;  this  is  much  wanted,  and  would  cause  great 
satisfaction. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  difference  on  this  account ;  the  only  difference 
in  wages  is  between  the  strong  and  able-bodied 
and  those  who  are  less  strong. 

29. — None. 

30. — Not  exceeding  2s,  6d.  per  pound  on  the  actual 
Rent. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound. 

3 1 . — They  continue  the  same  as  last  year. 

31. — A  trifling  increase. 

32. — No,  it  would  be  desirable  in  many  respects,  but 
the  Farmers  oppose  it. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select  Vestry.  This 
is  the  first  year,  which  does  not  expire  till  Lady- 
day. 

33. —  It  is  decided  at  tlie  monthly  meeting  of  the  Over- 
seers, &c.   The  sums  thus  allowed  in  tlie  course  of  the  year  as 
occasion  requires  are  applied  in  pecuniary  or  other  relief  to  the 
poor  ;  inpuymciil  to  a  Sclwolma-ter for  leacliing  the  Children  of 
the jfctr'ish ,  ^x.  £30  a  year  ;  in  paying  the  llenls  of  Cottages  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  &G0  a  year,  and  ii.'JS  the  apportioned  average 
charge  to  the  parish  of  the  County  Rate  and  the  Constables'  ac- 
counts.   These  two  payments  which  are  in  italics  are  highly 
objectionable,  and  one,  if  not  both,  illegal. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens, 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  agrees  to  pay  his  share  to  the 
before-mentioned  levies  or  funds  for  the  pur- 
poses before  expressed,  according  to  the  said 
Valuation,  which  is  presumed  to  be  fairly  and 
equally  set  out. 

34. — We  go  by  an  old  Rate,  but  if  any  alteration  is 
made  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  it. 

35. — The  Overseers  (appointed  at  the  annual  Parish 

Meeting)  decide,  in  conjunction  with  or  under  tlie  direction  of 
one  or  two  of  the  principal  occui)iers  generally  attending  at  the 
monthly  inecting,  all  parish  matters.  Tlie  meeting,  though  an 
open  meeting,  is  generally  poorly  attended,  and  sometimes 
there  is  no  meeting  at  all,  and  the  business  is  postponed  till  the 
njxt  month  ;  and  if  any  thing  urgent  happens  in  the  interim, 
the  party  must  go  to  one  of  the  Overseers,  who  affords  or  with- 
holds relief  on  his  own  responsibility.  Good  would  result  from 
its  being  rendered  imperative  for  some  of  the  principal  Parish- 
ioners in  most  parishes  to  mee'  once  a  fortnight,  and  not  less 
than  three  to  constitute  a  meeting  to  transact  parish  business. 
The  poor  would  be  much  benefited,  as  well  as  watched  and 
attended  to,  and  imposition  more  easily  detected. 

35. — By  a  majority  of  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers. 

o6. — The  Capital  it  is  to  be  apprehended  is  a  good  deal 
diminishing,  owing  to  various  circumstances; 
lessened  crops,  which  render  it  more  difficult  to 
the  Farmer  to  meet  the  charges  affecting  land, 
('vc,  may  in  part  account  for  this,  together  with  • 
the  unsettled  state  of  things,  and  the  consequent 
insecurity  that  the  occupier  feels.    This  cuts  all 
ways,  but  the  poor  are  the  chief  sufferers. 

36. — This  question  is  difficult  to  answer. 

37. — Much  the  same  during  the  last  five  years;  the 
Labourers  not  considered  worse  workmen  than 
they  were,  nor  perhaps  better. 


37. — About  the  same  for  the  last  twelve  years. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


■  ■ 

B  I  L  T  0  N.  (3) 

B  1  R  B  U  R  Y.  (2) 

J.  <S.  Barnwell, ")  ^ 

n  „      .       '  >  Overseers. 

R,  Downing,  J 

Tlieophilus  Biddulpli,  I5art., 

T    P   fill  1701 

28. — They  are  apportioned  agreeably  to  no  particular 
terms. 

28.— 

29.— -Not  any. 

29. — If  a  single  Man  comes  to  the  parish  for  relief^  he 
has  commonly  As.  per  week  for  his  work  j  a 
married  Man  would  have  As.  per  week  for  him- 
self and  Wife,  and  Is.  6d.  weekly  for  each  Child. 

30. — 2s.  \\d.  in  the  pound. 

SC- 

31.— They  are  the  same. 

SI.— 

32. — No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
decide  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  for  the 
Reliefof  the  Poor.                             R.  D. 

33. — All  money  that  is  wanted,  for  the  use  of  the  Poor 
and  for  the  County  is  collected  by  the  Overseer 
of  the  Poor  of  this  parish. 

34i. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers.               R.  D. 

31. —  Every  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  the  value  of 
the  property  he  occupies. 

35. — The  Churchwardens   and  Overseers,  with  the 
Parishioners,  make  the  Rates^  and  the  Magis- 
trates sign  them.                               R.  I). 

35. — We  have  only  four  persons  resident  in  this  parish 
to  serve  the  ofBces.  W^e  have  no  Vestry;  and 
when  the  Rate  is  nearly  expended  the  Over- 
seers make  a  new  one,  upon  the  same  scale,  to 
the  amount  of  what  they  think  may  be  wanted. 

36. — About  the  same. 

36. — I  think  Capital  is  much  diminished,  but  from 
what  cause  1  cannot  say. 

37. — As  usual. 

37. — The  few  Labourers  we  have  are  very  fair  work- 
men. I  am  well  aware  it  is  the  great  object  of 
many  Labourers  to  get  all  they  can  from  their 
paribh,  with  as  iilde  work  as  possible.  Some 
have  said,  "  Why  should  1  work  hard  ?  The 
parish  must  keep  my  ihinily,  if  1  cannot. ' 

i'.Z.(B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


B  R  I  N  K  L  0  W.  (2) 

BULKINGTON.  (2) 

Thomas  Lawrence  Bloxam,  Curate, 
John  Cryer,  33.  3-^,  35. 

William  Warner. 
[Not  in  Office,  but  engaged  in  P:iri-h  businesf,  and  understamling  it  well.] 

28.— Not  apportioned  at  all,  but  they  ought  to  be. 

28. — Every  one  employs  what  men  he  pleases. 

29. — .None  in  wages  ;  but  an  allowance  is  given  to 
married  men  by  the  parish,  which  depends  on 
the  number  of  Children  ;  about  2s.  per  head  per 
week. 

29. — Not  aware  of  any  difference    The  single  men 

111                    "X     '          J.\             C                    1                                             1  •! 

generally  board  iji  the  larm-houses,  and  are  paid 
according  to  their  age  and  ability. 

30. — From  lO*.  to  15s.  per  pound,  estimated  at  quality. 

30. — 6s,  in  the  pound. 

31. — Perhaps  a  little  diminished  during  the  last  year. 

31. — Increased  one  third. 

32. — There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — By  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.      J.  C. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  know  pretty 

nearly  their  vve'.kly  expenditure,  and  as  they  know  iiow  much 
money  they  can  collect  at  a  rate  of  is.  in  the  pound,  they  can  tell 
how  long  a  levy  will  last  them  to  expend.  Befoie  it  is  expenflcd 
they  give  notice  at  Church  that  they  have  had  another  levy  granted 
at  the  meeting,  and  that  they  intend  to  apply  to  the  Magistrates 
on  a  certain  day  for  their  signatures  to  it. 

34. — Churchwardens  and  Overseers.               J.  C. 

34. — The  amount  of  each  payer  is  decided  by  a  quality 
or  value  taken  of  the  whole  parish  some  years 
ago  ;  but  if  new  buildings  are  erected  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers  at  a  meeting  put 
a  value  upon  them  as  near  as  they  can  judge  to 
the  value  of  other  houses  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion in  the  parish. 

35. — By  virtue  of  their  office,  authorized  at  the  parish 
meetings  held  monthly.                       J.  C. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  together  with 
the  principal  payers,  generally  meet  and  act 
together,  and  settle  any  business  brought  before 
them  in  an  amicable  manner. 

36. — Fast  diminishing,  owing  to  the  increase  of  the 
Poor  Rates. 

36. — Thei'e  can  be  no  doubt  that  agricultural  property 
is  decreasing,  and  that  in  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts the  Poor  Laws  have  a  powerlul  effect. 

37. — Worse.    They  depend  so  much  on  the  parish 
that  the  spirit  of  independence  is  completely 
lost. 

3T. — Certainly  not  increased,  though  the  Labourer 
knows  as  well,  or  better,  how  work  should  be 
done  than  formerly. 

1 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CLIFTON-UPON-DUNSMORE.  (3) 

E  L  M  D  O  N.  (3) 

J.  H.  C.  Moor,  Vicar. 
Henry  Hewitt,  Guardian  and  Churchwarden. 

W.  Spooner, 
Rector  &  Archdeacon  of  Coventry. 

28. — According  to  the  sum  at  which  the  farms  were 
valued  at  the  last  general  valuation  of  the  parish. 

28.— 

29.— No. 

29. — There  is  no  difference. 

30. — About  \s.  9d.  in  the  pound,  including  roads  and 
County  Rates. 

30.— 

31. — Much  the  same. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32.— 

33. — The  Guardian,  when  wanting  money  for  the  relief 
of  the  Poor,  applies  to  the  Overseer,  who  makes 
out  a  list  of  the  Rate  payers  and  their  respective 
sums  for  the  Magistrates  to  sign,  and  collects 
accordingly. 

33. — The  amount  is  decided  by  the  Vestry. 

34. — The  proportion  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  ac- 
cording to  a  valuation  of  the  parish  made  some 
years  since,  in  which  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers  have  made  a  few  alterations  which 
seemed  requisite,  and  the  parishioners  have 
agreed  to  such  alterations. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  assessed  according  to  the  land 
which  he  holds,  and  which  pays  its  proportion 
by  a  long- established  Rate.  The  Overseer  levies 
the  amount  from  each  individual  according  to 
the  quantity  of  land  which  he  is  informed  each 
person  occupies,  and  the  occupant  would  appeal 
to  the  Vestry  in  the  first  instance  if  he  were 
unduly  rated. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseer  is  directed  entirely  by  the  Vestry. 
In  case  of  any  sudden  emergency  he  would  use 
his  own  discretion,  but  would  assemble  a  Vestry 
as  early  as  possible,  to  communicate  what  he 
had  done,  and  consult  with  them  on  his  future 
course  respecting  it. 

36. — No  perceptible  difference. 

36. — I  conceive  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  dimi- 
nished and  still  dwindling,  and  that  very  greatly, 
as  compared  with  the  later  years  of  the  French 
war,  which  the  Farmers  and  Labourers  are  now  apt 
to  speak  of  as  times  of  great  prosperity.  1  do  not  think 
this  diminution  attrvljutable  to  any  cause  connected 
with  theadministration of  thePoorLaws,  which  in  fact 
have  been  better  administered,  from  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  since  the  Farmers  have  been  less  able  to 
support  the  poor. 

37. — No  very  perceptible -difference. 

37. — The  opinions  entertained  on  this  point  are  very 
various,  but  I  see  no  reason  to  conclude  that 
they  are  worse  than  formerly. 
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County  of  Warwick  — continued, 
ANSWERS. 


FARNBOROUGH.  (3) 

FENNY  COMPTON.  (2) 

John  Bates,  Overseer. 
Mmia7ii  Holbedc,  33,  34, 35, 

C.  K.  Watkins,  Minister.    John  Wright,  Churchwarden. 
John  Thorp,  Curate,  33,  34,  35. 

28 — According  to  occupation,  to  resident  Farmers. 

Occupiers  resident  in  adjoining  parishes  treqiiently 
refuse  to  take  their  share  of  the  unemployed  La- 
bourers. 

28. — Labourers  employed  only  according  to  the  choice 
of  the  Landowners. 

29. — No  difference  to  able-bodied  Men  regularly  em- 
ployed. 

29. — There  is  a  difference,  but  so  slight  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  specify  the  difference. 

30. — About  4*.  96?.  in  the  pound,  upon  an  old  Rate  of 
three  fourths  of  the  present  value. 

30. — bs.  6d.  in  the  pound,  not  at  Rack  Rent,  but  a  Rate 

fixed  according  to  the  quality  of  the  field  at  the  time  of  its  in- 

clnsiire  between  I  780  and  lyqO. 

31. — Increased  ^15. 

31. — They   have   increased,   during   the  last  year, 
^49.  6.  5.^. 

32.— Neither. 

32. — No. 

33. — Two  Overseers  of  the  Poor  being  regularly  ap- 
pointed, one  is  changed  amuially,  the  junior  in  office 
taking  the  active  duties  of  the  year  from  time  to  time  ;  i 
and  whenever  the  money  in  his  hands  arising  from  1 
former  collections  is  expended,  he  publishes  and 

Cd  1  lJ>  H'l    <l  IXrtlc  J    \.\}   lUCCt    Liic   uiouui      111  v.-  LI  to  i"i  i.  u  v.-  i 

relief  of  the  poor.                                     W.  H. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled.     J.  T. 

34. — The  Poor's  Rate  is  assessed  according  to  an  old  va- 
luation of  1800,  about  three  fourths  of  the 
present  value,  or  Rack  Rent,  and  has  not  been 
altered,  except  in  cases  of  union  or  division  of 
property,  and  has  never  been  opposed  by  the 
Rate-payers.                                  W.  H. 

34. — The  majority  of  the  Rate-payers  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled.                                       J.  T. 

35. — Ihe  Vestry  does  not  interfere  with  the  discretion 
of  the  Overseer  m  calling  tor  Poor  Rates  when- 
ever they  are  required  for  the  current  expenses. 

W.  H. 

35. — By  voting,  according  to  58  Geo.  in.  cap.  69. 
1  he  Overseers  exercise  no  other  power  on  such 
occasions  than  ordinary  Rate-payers.     J.  T. 

36.— 

36.— 

37.— 


37.— 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


G  R  E  N  D  0  N.  (2) 

HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN.  (3) 

George  Chetwynd,  Grendon  Hall. 
John  Orton,  Overseer. 

Henry  Jones, 

Assistant  Overseer, 

28.— No.                                                J.  0. 

28.— No. 

29.— No.                                       J.O.  G.C. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — 5d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent.              J.  0. 

30. — About  3s.  6d. 

3]. — Increased.  J.O. 

31. — Neither. 

32. — Neither.                                             J.  0. 
No  Select  Vestry.                             G.  C. 

32. — An  Open  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Overseer  re- 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  poor 
decide  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  in  each 
quarter  of  a  year  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

G.C. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Select  Vestry. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  poor 
exclusively.                                      G.  C. 

34.— 

35.— 

35, — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  assembled  at 
their  regular  meetings  decide  upon  all  parish 
business  brought  under  their  consideration. 

36, — Rather  diminishing  than    increasing,    but  not 
through  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

G.C. 

oo.  

37. — The  Labourers  in  this  parish  are  not  less  indus-  | 
irious  than  formerly,  nor  is  their  work  gene- 
rally worse  performed,                       G.  C. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  4  l  4 


546  c  APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM  [Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Warwick — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


KINETON.  (3) 

KNIGHTLOW  Hundred.  (2) 

W.  Boultbee,  J.  P. 

Rev.  T.  Coker  Adams,  J .  P. 

28.— 

28. — The  unmarried  men  generally  live  under  their 
masters'  roofs.  No  comparison,  therefore,  can 
be  well  made. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29.— 

30.— 

SC- 

31.— 

SI.— 

32. — About  eleven  rates  at  4c?.  in  the  pound  are  gene- 
rally required. 

32.— 

33. — A  General  Vestry  is  held  every  fortnight,  when 
such  sums  are  voted  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
as  may  be  required. 

33. — The  Overseers  generally,  though  it  is  very  cus- 
tomary for  them  to  consult  with  a  meeting  of  the 
parish  before  a  Rate  is  levied.    This  does  not 

apply  to  parishes  under  the  Poorhouse  Act,  nor  wheje  a  Select 
Veatry  has  been  appointed,  as  in  the  former  case  the  Guardians 
decide,  and  the  latter  the  Vestry  decide,  amongst  whom,  how- 

cvcis  iiic  \J vci accro  die  dpuuiiiLcu* 

34. — The  Vestry  decide  the  amount  of  the  Rate. 

34. — Rates  are  usually  assessed  upon  some  old  or  new 

valuation  of  the  parish  made  by  a  Land-valuer  .ippointed  for  the 
purpose.  If  afterwards  there  be  any  reason  for  altering  this 
valuation,  or  if  there  be  any  new  property  to  assess,  the  Overseers 
generally  call  the  Rate-payers  together  to  consult  on  these  points; 
though  this  is  not  always  the  case,  as  the  Oveiseers  have  full  power 
to  alter  and  amend  an  Assessment.  If  there  be  any  dissatisfaction 
at  this  proceeding,  it  is  not  unusual  for  the  parties  to  a|)peal  to  the 
neighbouring  Petty  Sessions,  and  there  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
Magistrates,  as  this  saves  an  expensive  suit  at  Quarter  Sessions. 

35. — The  Vestry  decide  all  cases,  the  Overseers  only 
give  their  opinion. 

35. — I  know  of  no  instance  where  the  Vestry  and 
Overseers  take  a  distinct  part  in  any  of  the 
foregoing  matters.  If  by  the  Vestry  the  Se- 
lect Vfcstry  be  meant,  it  is  usual,  as  I  have 
stated  before,  to  include  among  them  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  then  they  act  con- 
jointly. In  all  other  cases  the  Overseers  con- 
sult the  Vestry,  or  not,  as  best  meets  their  own 
views. 

36. — Diminishing,  chiefly  owing  to  the  stagnation  of 
trade,  and  the  great  expenses  of  the  land. 

36. — It  has  much  decreased  of  late  years,  from  various 
causes,  one  of  which  is  certainly  the  increase  of 
Poor  Rates.  This  increase  has  chiefly  arisen 
from  the  great  falling  off"  of  the  ribbon  trade. 
The  land  bears  nearly  the  whole  of  the  burdens 
of  a  parish.    The  masters  of  the  manufacturing 

Labourers  occupy  merely  their  houses  in  a  parish  ;  and  when  their 
Labourers  are  out  of  employ  and  need  parochial  relief,  these 
masters  bear  but  a  very  inadequate  portion  of  this  burden. 

37. — About  the  same. 

37. — From  the  absolute  want  of  employment  for  the 

manufacturing  Labourers,  parishes  have  been  compelled  to  use 
them  in  agi  icultural  business  ;  the  consequence  of  which  has  been 
that  the  real  Agricultujal  Labourer  lias  at  tin:es  been  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  seeking  paiochial  relief.    This  has  broken 
his  spirit,  taught  him  to  look  to  other  sources  for  maintenance 
than  his  own  hard  labour,  and  has  made  him  idle,  saucy,  and 
sometimes  vicious ;    but  where  there  has  been  plenty  of  work 
the  Labourers  are  as  good  now  as  they  vvei  e  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  A  P  W  O  R  T  H.  (2) 

LEAMINGTON  HASTINGS.  (3) 

John  Morliboyes,  Schoolmaster. 
Doiiald  Cameron,  Curate. 

H.  Whitwell, 

Vicar. 

28. — No  particular  apportionment.                 J.  M. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29.— None.                                                J-  M. 

29. — No  distinction  made. 

30. — The  Rates  are  estimated  at  6rf.  per  acre,  and 
amount  to  about  ^  80.                         J.  M. 

30. — 17  fivepenny  levies  in  the   three  years  ending 
March  1832. 

31. — They  have  increased.                              J.  M. 

31. — The  Parochial  Payments   have  decreased;  the 
County  Payments  increased. 

32 —None.                                                J.  M. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  :  the 
appointment  has  been  attended  with  most 
decided  benefit. 

33. — The  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  made  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Acting  Overseer  when  his  former 
Rate  is  expended,  who  knows  what  sum  will  probably 
be  wanted  for  the  poor  during  the  next  month,  but 
the  levy  is  always  signed  by  the  majority  of  the 
Cluirchwardens  and  Overseers,  and  approved  by  the 
Magistrates  of  the  district.                          D.  C. 

33. — No  specific  sum  of  money  is  decided  to  be  raised 

by  any  body  within  any  specified  period  ;  when  the  sum  collected 
by  one  rate  is  expended,  or  nearly  so,  the  Overseer  gives  notice 
in  Church  that  a  new  levy  is  required  to  be  signed,  whereupon  a 
drum-head  Vestry,  composed  of  such  Individuals  of  the  Rate- 
payers as  may  choose  to  stay  when  the  service  is  over,  sign  the 
Rate,  which  is  forthwith  collected  :  this  usually  now  occurs  five  or 
six  times  in  a  year.  The  Rate  must  be  approved  by  the  IVIagistrates. 

34. — It  was  decided  by  a  majority  at  a  Parish  Meeting 
about  twelve  years  ago  or  more,  that  each  Rate- 
payer should  pay  3d.  per  acre  for  land,  and  6d. 
in  the  pound  for  houses,  tithe,  &c. ;  and  tliere 
are  generally  about  six  sixpenny  Rates,  and  one 
threepenny,  in  the  course  of  the  year.     Z).  C. 

34. — The  lands  and  tenements  in  the  parish  subject  to 
Poor's  Rates  are  all  valued  by  persons  appointed  by 
the  Vestry  for  the  purpose,  and  each  Rate-payer's 
portion  of  the  Rate  is  regulated  by  the  quantity  ia 
value  he  occupies  of  such  lands  or  tenements.  The 
amount  of  the  Rate  does  not  attach  to  the  person, 
but  the  property.  The  question,  perhaps,  may  be 
answered — the  Vestry  decides,  if  any  body  may  be 
said  to  decide. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry;  but  at  the  monthly 
Parish  Meeting  the  Overseers'  Accounts  are 
examined,  and  the  propriety  or  necessity  of 
another  levy  is  generally  canvassed  ;  but  the 
decision  rests  with  the  majority  of  the  Overseers 
and  Churchwardens.                          D.  C. 

35. — The  ordering  and  collecting  the  Rate  comes  in 
common  course;  no  interference  is  required. 
The  Vestry  meets  once  a  month,  and  makes 
such  orders  of  expenditure  as  are  necessary;  all 
regular  payments  are  then  ordered  ;  the  casual 
payments  of  an  urgent  nature  are  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  stipendiary  Overseers,  and  are 
allowed  or  disallowed  by  the  Vestry  according 
to  the  case.  Since  the  appointment  of  a  stipen- 
diary Overseer  I  am  not  aware  of  any  instance 
in  which  his  account  has  been  disallowed. 

36. — It  is  generally  considered  to  be  diminishing,  partly, 
perhaps,  owing  to  the  increasing  Poor  Rates,  partly 
to  the  exorbitant  rent  to  which  the  Farmers  have 
of  late  years  been  raised,  and  which  circumstance 
prevents  their  employing  a  greater  number  of  La- 
bourers, and  therefore  makes  the  Rates  heavier,  but 
principally  owing  to  the  extravagant  and  expensive 
habits  introduced  among  all  classes  (i.  e.  gentry, 
clergy,  and  farmers,)  by  the  high  prices  of  agricul- 
tural produce  during  the  late  war,                  /).  C. 

36. — Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing;  but  I  do  not 
attribute  the  diminution  at  all  to  any  cause 
connected  with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37- — Worse  workmen  than  formerly.    The  masters  do 
not  look  after  them  so  much,  nor,  while  they 
are  children  do  their  parents  pay  them  the  same 
attention  in  teaching  them  their  work,  but  think 
they  have  done  all  their  duty  by  making  scholars 
of  them,  i.  e.  sending  them  to  school.      D.  C. 

37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  is  alloAved  by  the 
Farmers  to  have  much  improved  since  the 
system  of  rounds'  labour  has  been  done  away. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


M  E  R  I  D  E  N.  (3) 

N  A  P  T  O  N.  (2) 

John  Downing, 

T.  B.  Bromfield,  Vicar  &  J.  P, 

28. — According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

28. — According  to  quality. 

T.  B.  B.    E.  E.  H.    W.  P. 

29. — Single  men  average  no  more  than  from  4s.  to  Qs. 
per  week. 

29.— 

30. — 3s.  4(/.  in  the  pound.  Three  fourths  taken  oii"  in 
annual  value. 

30. — From  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

T.B.B.    E.E.H.  W.P. 

31. — Increased. 

31.— Increased.            T.B.B.    E.E.H.  W.P. 

32,  No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer^ 
which  is  quite  necessary. 

T.B.B.    E.E.H.  W.P. 

33. — Ordered  and  allowed  at  a  Vestry  Meeting;  signed 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  made  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Rate-payers  at  a  Parish 
Vestry.                                       T.  B.  B. 

84. — A  new  Rate  having  been  made,  and  a  Valuation 
of  all  property  in  the  parish  by  a  Surveyor,  the 
Rate  is  made  at  \0d.  in  the  pound  upon  the 
annual  value  of  each  occupier. 

34.— 

35. — By  a  majority  of  the  meeting. 

35. — In  every  question  as  to  making  a  Rate,  or  in- 
creasing it,  or  in  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the 
matter  is  decided  by  the  majority  of  votes 
according  to  the  Act,  viz.  58  Geo.  iii. 

T.B.  B. 

36. — Diminishing.    Very  frequently  considerable  sums 
of  money  are  expended  in  appeals  more  than 
would  keep  the  paupers  their  lives  through. 

36. — Greatly  diminishing,  but  not  arising  from  any 
cause  connected  with  the  Poor  Laws  or  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  in  a  great 
degree  from  the  withdrawing  the  circulating 
medium  of  ^1  Country  Notes,  which,  as  Far- 
mers can  get  no  accommodation  in  money 
without  security,  prevents  them  from  employing 
the  Labourers.                              T.  B.  B. 

37. — Some  of  them  much  worse. 

37. — As  good  as  usual,  with  the  exception  of  those  who 
have  of  late  years  been  cast  upon  the  parish, 
such  as  mechanics  and  apprentices.  The  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  the  Labourers  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  daily  deteriorated  by  their 
frequenting  the  new  Beer-sliops;  a  great  evil 
to  the  country.                             T.  B.  B. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Warwick  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


RADFORD  SEMELE.  (I) 

RAD  WAY.  (2) 

Joseph  Smith,  Overseer. 
28. — Employed  promiscuously. 

F.  S.  Miller,  Esq. 

28.— 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  difference,  unless  employed  by  the  parish. 
They  marry  very  young,  and  there  are  very  few 
unmarried. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound  sterling  Rent. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.—  . 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  principal  In- 
habitants. 

33. — The  acting  Overseer,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
other,  and  the  Churchwarden  call  for  a  levy 
whenever  they  think  it  necessary,  at  6c?.  in  the 
pound ;  and  the  money  so  raised  is  applied 
under  the  directions  of  the  Select  Vestry. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  ma- 
jority of  the  payers. 

34. — The  Rate  was  made  about  sixteen  years  ago,  and 
is  not  altered,  unless  the  Select  Vestry,  or  the 
Overseer  and  Churchwarden,  think  it  necessary 
in  any  instance,  or  an  alteration  is  made  in  the 
occupation  of  the  land  of  the  parish. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  as  no  Select 
Vestry  exists. 

35. — The  parish  matters  are  decided  by  the  Select 
Vestry,  and  parish  officers  do  not  act  without 
their  sanction,  excepting  in  cases  of  emergency 
which  cannot  wait  until  the  Vestry  meet.  The 
Vestry  is  held  once  a  fortnight. 

36.— 

36. — I  consider  the  amount  of  agricultural  capital  to 
be  diminishing,  and  that  the  population,  in- 
creased by  early  marriages,  is  one  cause. 

87.— 

37. — I  do  not  know  that  the  Labourers  are  worse 
workmen  ;  but  during  most  part  of  the  year 
several  are  obliged  to  apply  to  the  parish  for 
work,  which  diminishes  their  industry. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 
ANSWERS. 
RUGBY.  (S) 


George  Harris. 
Charles  Knowles,  33,  34,  35. 


28.— 


29.  — Not  in  this  parish  ;  but  in  some  parishes  where  labourers  abound  the  single  men  are  paid  only  such  a  sum 

as  will  just  prevent  them  from  obtaining  further  relief  from  the  Magistrates,  rather  than  with  reference 
to  what  they  are  able  to  earn. 

30.  — 

31.  — 


32.— 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  C.  K. 


34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.  C.K. 


35. — The  Vestry  does  not  interfere  in  any  of  these  mattei's.  C.  K. 


36. — Diminishing.   As  far  as  the  present  laws  tend  to  the  support  of  the  able-bodied  poor  from  the  Parish  Rate 
without  a  proportionate  return  of  labour,  this  effect  is  certainly  produced. 


37. — Diminished  within  the  last  half  century;  but  since  the  total  abolishment  of  the  Round  system,  which  took 
place  on  the  establishment  of  the  House  of  Industry  in  1819,  the  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  this  parish 
has  been  increasing. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SNITTERFIELD.  (3) 

SOLIHULL. 

Robert  M.  Ally. 

Rev.  Archer  dive.  Rector.    ( 1 ) 

TA/  \  111  rfivi    T/j/t  1  I/'/iO      Acoiof'ont'  fltr^  ya  aciy           /  *<  1 

rr  ILUUnt  rr  li/Ccbf  ixaolbldlll  WVcraccr*      1  O  ) 

28.— 

28.— No.                                               W.  W. 

29. — No.    A  single  Man  thus  spends  as  much  upon 

himself  as  another  does  in  maintaining  a  family.  He  saves  nothing, 
depending  upon  assistance  from  the  parish  so  soon  as  he  shall  be 
in  a  situation  to  demand  it.  These  should  be  more  sharply  looked 
after,  and  made  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  aged  parents. 

29. — No  difference.                                    A.  C. 
No.                                               W.  W. 

30. — In  1825  our  Poor  Rates  were  ^€'652.  3.  6. ;  fami- 
lies receiving  relief,  36.  In  183s  they  were  £857.  3.  9.; 
families  receiving  relief,  52.    Population,  when  last  taken,  770. 

30.— About  4-5.                                       W.  W. 

31.— 

31.— But  little  difference.                           W.  W. 

32. — 

32.— Both.                                              W.  IV. 

33. — The  whole  rental  of  the  parish,  or  rather  its  an- 
nual value,  being  determined,  the  Assistant 
Overseer  when  he  wants  money  applies  to  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  chosen  annually  at  a  general 
meeting  of  all  the  Rate-payers,  grant  a  rate  of 
Is.  in  the  pound  as  often  as  it  is  required.  As 
soon  as   one  rate  is  expended  the  Assistant 
Overseer  applies  for  another.               A.  C. 

i^np  1  lupv^ppr^  inn  Siplppf  vp^tw  Ti^ 

34. — This  is  decided  upon  a  general  principle.  Every 
Rate-payer  pays  the  same  rate ;  his  amount  of 
course  varying  according  to  the  annual  value  of 
the  property  he  holds. 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  whole  parish  was  made  in  the 
year  1825,  and  each  piece  of  land  separately  as- 
sessed to  a  certain  sum,  being  its  share  of  a  rate  of 
Is,  in  the  pound.  This  valuation  is  in  the  possession 
of  the  Vestry  Clerk,  and  upon  the  granting  of  a  new 
rate  of  Is.  every  occupier  is  charged  with  the  sum 
assessed  upon  the  lands  in  his  occupation.    A.  C. 

The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry,  by  a  rate  taken  from  a  valuation 
in  the  year  1826.                                                     If.  IV. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry;  and  though  a  Meet- 
ing is  called  every  month,  I  believe  it  is  seldom 
attended  but  by  one  Overseer  and  the  Assistant 
Overseer.  In  such  case  the  latter  submits  his 
accounts  to  the  inspection  of  the  parish  autho- 
rities, and  applies  for  a  new  rate  when  the 
former  has  been  expended.  We  have  no  Work- 
house. The  parish  was  valued  about  five  years 
ago  by,  I  believe,  a  competent  honest  person. 

35. — The  Overseers  form  a  part  of  the  Vestry,  and  sit 
and  vote  as  Vestrymen,  taking  an  equal  part 
with  others  in  inspecting  the  accounts  of  the 
Assistant  Overseer,  and  in  deciding  upon  all 
demands  for  relief  made  to  the  Vestry,  as  well 
as  upon  applications  for  a  new  rate. 

A.C. 

By  a  meeting  held  every  other  week.      W.  W. 

36. — Agricultural  produce,  and  stock  being  low,  it  fol- 
lows that  less  capital  must  be  employed  than 
when  they  were  higher. 

36.— About  the  same.                                 W.  W 

37.  No  material  change.  But  the  pride  that  used  to 
be  felt  in  not  being  assisted  by  the  parish  seems 
to  have  entirely  ceased  to  exist. 

37. — I  do  not  hear  more  complaints  in  these  respects 
than  are  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  pro- 
pensity of  old  persons  to  undervalue  the  present 
in  comparison  with  the  past.                A.  C. 

About  the  same.                                W.  TV. 
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County  of  Warwick — co7iiinued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  T  O  N  E  L  E  I  G  H.  (3) 

OLD  STRATFORD.  (3) 

Thomas  Chapman. 

J.  Davenport,  J.  P.    J.  B,  Freer,  J.  P. 
[The  Answers  apply  to  the  District  around.    Answered  in  Petty  Sessions.] 

28. —  Generally  by  agreement  between  the  employers 
and  employed. 

28.— 

29. — No  difference.  The  Labourers  are  generally 
married  men.  The  single  men  are  generally 
hired  servants  living  in  the  houses  with  their 
masters. 

29. — There  is  no  difference. 

30.. — No  proportion  mentioned  in  the  Rate  as  to  pound 
rent,  but  the  average  is  about  3s.  per  acre. 

30.— 

31. — About  the  same  as  last  year. 

3L— 

32.— We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  works  well.  No 
Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide  how 

much  money  shall  be  raised  at  different  times  of  the  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  probable  demand,  by  giving  notice  in  the  Church  that  a 
levy  is  granted  at  so  much  in  the  pound,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
and  other  parochial  purposes.  The  levy  is  then  collected  by  a 
Rate  made  by  a  proper  person  at  a  reduced  proportion  of  the  actual 
value  in  this  and  other  adjoining  parishes,  about  three  fourths  of  tlie 

1  Cal    I  Cli Lai* 

33. — The  Special  Vestry  in  conjunction  with  the 
Overseers  (who  are  members  of  the  Vestry)  de- 
cide how  much  money  should  be  raised  monthly 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

34. — The  Rate  states  what  each  person  should  pay. 

34. — The  Special  Vestry  and  the  Overseers  decide  this ; 
but  it  is  a  decision  not  very  often  called  into 
action,  as  the  Rate  once  fixed  generally  remains 
the  same  many  years.  We  think  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  have  a  decision  on  this  point 
more  frequently,  as  property  is  often  changing 
in  value,  and  particularly  in  places  that  are  in 
an  improvable  state. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  and  the  Overseers  decide  how 
the  money  shall  be  distributed,  except  in  cases 
of  emergency,  when  the  Overseers  do  it  them- 
selves. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Special  Vestry  (under  Mr. 
Sturges  Bourne's  Act)  take  part  in  all  the  mat- 
ters above  stated. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  has  diminished  in  a  very  great 
degree,  not  owing  particularly  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  cannot  attribute  it  altogether 
to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — No  material  difference;  at  any  rate  not  better 
workmen. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  diminishing ;  and  they  are  gene- 
rally not  so  good  workmen  as  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


TAN  WORTH.  (3) 

WELLESBOURN-HASTINGS.  (2) 

Pat.  MuT.  Smylhe,  Curate. 
Tf^illtum  PogGy  As^istiint  Overseer. 

Richard  Riley, 

28.— No.                                                 W.  P. 

28. — The  superfluous  Labourers  divided  amongst  the 
Occupiers  of  land  in  proportion  to  the  Rate. 

29.— None.                                                JV.  P. 

29. — None,  if  good  Labourers,  unless  sent  as  super- 
fluous Labourers. 

30. — 4s.  in  tlie  pound,  at  two  thirds  of  the  real  rent. 

JV.P. 

30. — From  6s.  to  8s.  in  the  pound,  at  rack  rent. 

31. — They  have  increased,  but  not  in  the  sum  expended 
on  the  poor.                                       fV.  P. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — Both;  and  the  parish  business  has  been  better 
managed.                                         W.  P. 

32  Neither. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  who  judge  whether  the  last 
Rate  granted  before  Lady-day  in  each  year 
shall  be  at  6d.  or  I*,  in  the  pound ;  the  usual 
Rate  being  I*,  in  the  pound,  on  about  two 
thirds  of  the  real  rental.                   P.  M.  S. 

33. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers.  When 
money  is  wanted  for  parochial  purposes,  notice  is 
given  in  the  Church  the  preceding  Sunday  prior 
to  a  levy  being  made,  w^hich  levy  is  taken  by  the 
Acting  Overseer  to  the  Petty  Sessions,  and 
signed  by  two  Magistrates. 

34. — We  go  by  an  Assessment,  each  Rate-payer  pay- 
ing according;  to  the  sum  at  which  he  is  rated 
in  that  assessment.                          P.  M.  S. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  a  Rate 
from  a  valuation  made  by  a  competent  and 
approved  person,  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the 
Rate-payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 

35. — The  Assistant  Overseer  states  to  the  Vestry  that 
a  new  Rate  is  required;  the  Vestry,  if  they  find 
such  to  be  the  case,  make  an  order  that  a  new 
Rate  be  allowed.                            P.  M.  S. 

35. — A  levy  is  never  granted,  unless  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  give  notice  that  money 
is  wanted,  and  the  accounts  are  open  to  all  the 
Rate-payers  for  inspection,  to  see  that  the  last 
levy  is  expended. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  owing  to  the  difference  and 
fluctuation  of  prices,  and  not  to  the  Poor  Rates, 
which  have  been  considerably  higher  than  at 
present.  They  were  the  highest  in  1820-21, 
being  ^2,240.  17.  2.;   1831-32,  .^1,600. 

P.  M.  S. 

36. — Diminishing,  in  part  by  increase  of  Poor  Rates, 
and  the  produce  of  the  soil  not  making  a  re- 
munerating price. 

37. — Much  the  same  as  formerly.              P.  M.  S. 

37. — Less  industrious,  and  worse  Labourers. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WELLESBOURN-MOUNTFORD.  (2) 

GREAT  WOLFORD.  (1) 

Edward  Raddis,  Overseer. 
W^i Uinm  CI nthp^ 

Rev.  E.  H.  liricknall  Estccurt,  Vicar. 

28. — No  ;  if  they  were,  we  should  not  have  any  out  of 
work.    Several  are  employed  in  the  adioiniuff 
parishes.                                         -E.  R. 

28.— No. 

29. — Not  when  they  are  regularly  employed  ;  but  it 
frequently  happens  otherwise,  and  then  unmar- 
ried men  receive  4*.  a  week.       JV.  C.  E.  R. 

29.— Yes. 

30. — 75.  6c?.  in  the  pound  rate,  which  is  estimated  at 
about  two  thirds  of  the  rental.              E.  R. 

30. — The  rates  are  about  5s.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 

31. — Increased.  E.R. 

31.— They  have  increased  ^19. 13.11.  in  ^271.  18.  9  J. 

32. — We  have  not.                                     E.  R. 

32. — W^e  have  not  a  Select  Vestrv.  nor  an  Assistnnt- 
Overseer, 

33. — The  Rate  for  relief  of  the  poor  is  regulated  accord- 
ing to  the  payments  made  to  the  paupers,  and  is 
made  out  by  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens 
from  the  old  standing  value  or  rate  of  the  parish. 
When  so  made  out,  it  is  allowed  and  signed  by 
two  Ma<ristrates  at  the  Petty  Sessions.   E.  R. 

33.— 

34. — The  Parish  Rate  is  made  on  all  real  property, 
consequently  the  occupiers  pay  their  proportion 
according  to  the  value  of  such  occupancy ;  and 
whether  such  Rate  is  at  Qd.  in  the  pound  or 
Is.  in  the  pound  is  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Overseers  and  Churchwardens.            E.  R. 

34.— 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry  in  our  parish  ;  conse- 
quently, when  one  Rate  is  expended  another  is 
made  out  by  the  Overseers  and  Churchwardens, 
and  allowed  and  signed  by  two  Magistrates  at 
the  Petty  Sessions.                           E.  R. 

35.— 

36. — The  agricultural  capital  is  certainly  diminishing, 
which  may  in  some  degree  be  attributed  to  the 
Poor  Rates ;  for  instance,  the  Rates  in  this 
parish,  within  the  last  five  years,  have  increased 
from  5s.  to  7s.  6c?.  in  the  pound  rate,  but  the 
great  evil  is,  the  land  is  too  high  rented. 

W.C.  E.R. 

36.— 

37.— Worse.                                  fV.  C.  E.R. 

37.— 

to  Questions.]        THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LEEKWOOTTON.  (3) 

W^OOTTON  WAW^EN. 

John  Benlury, 

Churchwarden  and  Overseer. 

John  Ellis,  Vicar.                                Cooper,  Jun.  (3) 
fVm.  Cooper,  Vestry  Clerk.  J  ^ 

28. — Not  so  allotted. 

28. — Not  according  to  extent  of  occupation  or  horses 
employed.                                         W.  C. 

29. — No  distinction,  excepting  in  the  Winter,  and  then 
according:  to  the  demands  for  labour,  and  what 
they  are  capable  of  undertaking. 

29. — Not  generally.                                                                IF.  C. 
AVhen  unmarried  IVTen  spply  to  the  Parish  for  work,  they  receive 
less  wages  than  a  married  Man  would,  to  induce  them  to  seek 
it  elsewhere.                                                            J.  E. 
No  difference.                                                           E.  C. 

30. — About  three  fifths,  equal  to  about  4s.  6d.  per  acre. 

30. — 3s.,  estimated  nearly  to  the  Rack-rent.     W.  C. 

31. — Increased  a  few  pounds. 

31. — Increased.                                         W.  C. 

32. — No. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
who  is  of  great  service.                        V/.  C. 

33. — The  majority  of  the  Rate-payers  at  a  Vestry 
Meeting  convened. 

33. — A  Vestry  is  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  every 

month  ;  and  the  persons  who  attend  decide  upon  the  amount 
of  the  Rate  for  the  ensuing  month  or  2  months.           J.  E. 
The  Vestry,  at  their  monthly  meetings,  audit  and  pass  the  Ac- 
counts, and,  if  necessary,  make  an  order  for  a  Rate,  generally 
at  6d.  in  the  pound,  to  an  average  number  of  5  or  6  Rates  in 
the  year  ;  strictly  observing  that  the  balance  at  the  close  of  the 
year  (Lady  Day)  be  just  sufficient.                        E.  C. 

34. — The  Parish  was  rated  by  a  person  agreed  upon 
by  the  principal  Landowners  and  Occupiers 
about  1818,  to  fix  a  Rate,  which  was  done  and 
agreed  upon. 

34. — A  valuation  of  the  Parish  was  made  about  20 

years  ago,  according  to  which  the  Rate-payers  are  assessed. 

J.  E. 

In  the  year  1811,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  (from  an  appeal),  requiring  a  re-assessment  of  the 
whole  Parish,  when  two  valuators  were  appointed,  who  then 
valued  the  whole  of  the  property  in  the  Parish,  taking  four 
fifths  of  the  Rack-rent  or  annual  value  for  their  assessment ; 
which  has  been  acted  upon  ever  since.                       E.  C. 

35. — Provided  a  Question  is  proposed  by  either 
Churchwarden  or  Overseer,  and  not  being  over- 
rnlpf]    bv  a  maioritv  nrpspnt.   \t  is  rnimidprpr] 

final,  and  adopted. 

35. — The  Assistant  Overseer  states  his  wants  to  the 
Vestry ;  and  the  amount  required  is  voted  by  the 
persons  present.                                       J.  E. 
The  Churcliwardens  and  Overseers  take  part  onlj'  in 
assessing  new  buildings  and  changes  of  occupancy 
within  the  Parish,  taking  the  valuation  of  1811 
for  their  guidancQ  ;  and  if  the  parties  think  them- 
selves aggrieved,  they  complain  to  the  Vestry  and 
bench  of  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions,  who  de- 
cide the  question  generally  without  an  appeal  to 
the  Quarter  Sessions.                           E.  C. 

36.— 

36. — Decreasing,  from  high  Rents,  rot  in  sheep,  and 
low  price  of  produce.                          J.  E. 
Very  much  decreasing.    I  do  not  attribute  it  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  to  the 
Rents  being  too  high  in  proportion  to  the  price 
of  grain.                                         E.  C. 

37.— 

r 

37. — Rather  diminishing.    They  are  as  good  work- 
men ;  but  not  quite  so  willing  to  work  as  for- 
merly.                                           J.  E. 

E.  a 
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County  of  Warwick — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WOOTT'ON  ^AWEN,  Warwick;  and 

HANBURY,  WoRCFSTER.  (3) 

John  Phillips,  Edstone. 

WROX  HALL.  (3) 

John  Jackson, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — None. 

■ 

29. — None. 

30.— 

30. — 2s.  6(1.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  about  four 
fifths  in  1812. 

31.— 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

32.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  there  being  but  nine  Rate- 
payers.   There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — There  is  a  Parish  Meeting  in  the  Parish  of 

Wootton  Wawen,  county  of  Warwick,  ihe  first  Sunday  of  every 
month  ;  snd  when  the  Accounts  have  been  examined,  and  the 
Parish  Officers  want  money,  it  is  agreed  that  an  Assessment 
fcfiall  be  made  for  raising  the  same.  The  whole  landed  pro- 
perty is  comprised  in  the  Assessment,  at  nearly  the  annual 
Rack-rent,  but  at  the  rate  of  6d.  in  the  pound  on  such  Rent ; 
and  a  levy  is  collected  sometimes  only  five,  but  oftener  six 
times  in  tlie  year. 

33. — There  can  be  no  previous  decision,  as  the  amount 
of  monies  required  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor 
cannot  be  known  beforehand. 

$4,.. — The  collection  from  each  Rate-payer  is  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  Assessment.  A 
valuation  of  the  Parish  was  made  a  few  years 
back. 

34. — The  Parish  was  rated  in  the  year  1812,  and  the 
money  has  been  paid  according  to  that  rate 
ever  since. 

35. — The  Parish  Meetings  are  generally  very  well  at- 
tended by  some  of  the  principal  paymasters,  and 
there  is  seldom  much  controversy  amongst  them. 

35. — When  the  acting  Overseer  has  nearly  expended 
the  money  he  has  in  hand,  notice  is  given  in 
the  Church,  that  he  shall  collect  such  a  Kate 
as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  himself  and 
principal  payers ;  and  towards  the  expiration 
of  the  year  a  Vestry  is  held,  the  Accounts  ex- 
amined, and  such  a  Rate  allowed  as  will  defray 
the  expences.  The  number  of  payers  being 
only  eight,  no  Select  Vestry  has  been  formed. 

86. — I  think  it  is  decreasing.  Some  of  the  Farms  are 
not  quite  a  full  Rent ;  but  the  Assessments  for 
the  Poor  Rate  are  felt. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  from  any  cause  connected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — About  the  same;  but  the  licensing  beerhouses 
has  done,  and  will  continue  to  do,  much  mis- 
chief to  the  habits  of  the  Labourers. 

37. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  alteration  in  that  respect. 

Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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AMBLESIDE  Township.  (3) 

B  AIITON  Parish,  consisting  of  3  Townships,  Hioh  Bakton, 

SucKuRiDOE  and  Yanworth,  and  Eamot  Bridge.  (2) 

Thomas  Troughton,  Assistant  Overseer. 
28. — None. 

Titos.  Gibson,  Vicar  of  Barton. 

2'lios.  Ellwood,  Overseer  of  Sockbridge. 

28. — This  is  not  the  practice  in  this  Parish  or  County. 

29. — None  that  I  am  aware  of. 

29. — None.                                             T.  G. 

T.E. 

30. — 4;  Rates  of  Is.  in  the  pound,  at  about  two  thirds 
of  the  Racli-rent. 

30. — The  Rate,  if  taken  at  Rack-rent,  will  vary  from 

Is.  to  Is.  4d.  in  the  pound,  according  to  contingencies. 

T.  E. 

31. — 43/.  19s.  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

31. — Diminished.  T.E. 

32. — We  have  both  ;  the  expenditure,  in  consequence, 
has  been  considerably  reduced. 

32. — No.                                                    T.  E. 

33. — The  Rates  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  are  made  and 
levied  in  the  name  of  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers,  for  the  time  being,  who  always  sign 
each  Rate,  previous  to  the  same  being  signed 
by  the  Magistrates. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  each  of  the  3 
Townships,  into  which  the  Parish  of  Barton  is 
divided,  decide  upon  what  money  is  to  be 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor.     "      T.  G. 

34. — Persons  were  appointed  to  value  the  property  in 
our  Township,  upon  which  value  the  Church- 
wardens and  Oversees  make  the  Rate,  and 
each  person  pays  according  to  the  value  of  his 
property, 

34. — The  Overseers  decide  according  to  a  valuation  of 
property,  not  indeed  made  every  year,  but  equi- 
tably made  upon  all  the  Owners  and  Occupiers 
of  Land  and  Tenements,  how  much  each  shall 
pay,  according  to  the  rate  of  value.        T.  G. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  never  interfere  in  making  the 
Rate;  it  is  left  to  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers; but,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Vestry 
examine  the  Rate  Books,  and  see  what  money 
has  been  collected  and  expended. 

35. — The  Vestry  does  not,  I  believe,  interfere  in  the 
raising  of  money  ;  they  may  sometimes  suggest 
who  shall  receive  Relief,  and  how  much;  but 
the  Overseers  are  the  persons  who  act  in 
general.                                            T.  G. 

36  The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  has,  in  our 

Township  and  neighbourhood,  greatly  di- 
minished of  late  years;  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  such  diminution  is  at  all  connected  with 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — The  Poor  Laws  in  this  Parish  and  County  being 
so  well  administered,  1  should  not  imagine 
agricultural  capital  is  at  all  aflfected  by  them. 

T.  G. 

37. — I  do  not  perceive  much  difference  in  the  Labour- 
ers ;  ihey  are  good  workmen,  and,  generally 
speaking,  industrious. 

37. — It  may  fairly  be  inferred,  from  the  improved 
mode  of  agriculjure,  that  Labourers  are  not 
worse  workmen,  but  better  than  they  were  for- 
merly; indeed,  in  our  neighbourhood,  they  are 
generally  very  good  workmen.             T.  G. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL  4  n  2 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CROSBY    RAVENSWORTH.  (3) 

CROSTHWAITE  and  LYTHE  Chapet.ry, 
(Heversham  Parish).           (2  &  3) 

Robert  Potts, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — They  are  not. 

Wm.  Pearson, 

Vestry  Clerk. 

28.— No. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

29. — None. 

SO. — 2s.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

30. — From  Is.  to  Is.  3d.,  but  we  raise  40/.  or  more 

from  land  belonging  to  the  Township.  Rales  estimated  at  one 
half  of  the  Rack-rent. 

31. — A  little  increased. 

31. — Diminished  within  the  last  3  or  4  years;  pre- 
viously, for  the  last  30  years,  they  had  been  increasing ;  they 
have  increased  one  third  since  1800. 

32. — "We  have  both,  but  not  so  great  a  benefit,  as  they 
are  better  and  more  regularly  managed. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  we  think  beneficial* 
but  no  Assistant  Overseer  \  the  Vestry  wish  for  one* 
but  this  is  opposed  on  account  of  the  expence. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry. 

33. — There  is  no  decision  in  each  year,  as  to  how  much 
money  shall  be  raised ;  the  Overseers  collect  as 
many  Rates  as  may  be  necessary  to  cover  the 
expence,  sometimes  one  more,  or  one  less,  always 
contriving:  to  leave  as  small  a  balance  in  their 
own  hands  as  possible. 

34. — The  Select  Vestry. 

34. — The  Poor  Rate  in  our  Township  is  raised  from  a 
valuation  taken  about  20  years  ago :  3  individuals 
were  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  a  general  Town- 
ship Meeting  of  the  Rate-payers;  it  being  prior  to 
the  existence  of  the  Select  Vestry.  In  some  cases, 
when  a  Rate-payer  complains  of  being  overcharged 
in  proportion  to  his  neighbours,  a  small  reduction 
is  made  in  the  valuation  of  his  Farm  by  the  Over- 
seers, with  the  consent  of  the  Vestry. 

35. — No  one  interferes  but  the  Select  Vestry. 

35. — No  alteration  is  made  without  complaint.  The 
aggrieved  party  comes  to  the  Vestry  or  general 
Meeting,  when,  if  the  majority  think  his  com- 
plaint well  founded,  he  gains  his  point.  The 
Overseers  would  not  venture  to  alter  his  valu- 
ation, without  the  sanction  of  the  Vestry,  or  a 
general  Meeting. 

36, — Not  increasing,  and  the  Poor  Laws  are  oppressive. 


36. — Not  increasing. 


37. — No  difference. 


37. — Much  the  same ;  the  worst  Labourers  are  those 
that  receive  relief. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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D  U  F  T  0  N.  (2) 

FIRBANK   Township  (Kirkby  Lonsdale 

Parish).  (3) 

Edward  Heelis, 

James  Bayliffe, 

Guardian  of  the  Poor. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  in  general  use  among  Occu- 
piers. 

28. — In  this  township  nothing  of  the  sort. 

29. — None. 

29. — No  difference. 

30.  —  Is.  9d.  per  pound  Rack-rent. 

30. — 2s.  6d.  in  the  pound  by  a  new  valuation. 

31. — They  have  increased. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  has  been  of 
great  use;  but  no  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry ;  not  much  difference. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Vestry  which  is  appointed  by  the  Magis- 
trates to  act  and  determine  any  cases  relating  to 
the  Poor. 

34. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Select  Vestry. 

34. — The  Vestry  and  Overseer. 

35. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  calculate  what  money 
is  likely  to  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Poor, 
which  they  submit  to  the  Select  Vestry,  who 
give  directions  for  the  payment  of  all  money, 
and  also  sanction  a  Rate  made  by  the  Over- 
seers upon  all  lands,  &c.  in  the  Parish,  which 
Rate  is  made  so  much  in  the  pound,  (varying 
according  to  circumstances,)  from  a  valuation 
agreed  upon  in  the  year  1827. 

35. — The  Overseer  is  regulated  by  the  Vestry. 

36. — It  is  diminishing ;  but  I  cannot  attribute  it  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  certainly  diminishing. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  in  this  neighbour- 
hood is  increasing. 

37. — Very  much  the  same. 

P.L,  (b.)~Part  III.  4  N  3 
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ANSWERS. 


HARTSOP  and  PATTERDALE  Township.  (3) 

KENDAL  and  surrounding  Country.  (2) 

Jno.  Thompson,  Minister. 

Wm.  Martin,  Assistant  Overseer. 

Edward  W.  Wakefield. 

28.— Neither,                                          W.  M, 

28.— 

29.— No.                                                  W.  M. 

^[*-^r»£»  •   fVta  l"*ocf"  TVTon  olwavQ  fxpf  frip  np^f  wnopp^ 
XNOIlc  •   lllc  Ut;sL  1VJ.C11  ctiw  aj'o  ^^i'  iiic  L/cot  v»  u^c-o. 

J.  T. 

29. — There  is  no  difference  between  the  married  and 
unmdiiieu. 

30. — 3s.  (id.  in  the  pound  on  a  valuation  made  1830, 

■which  amounts  nearly  to  the  Rack- Rent;  one  twelfth  of  the 
Rates  are  for  the  County  Rate.                            W.  M. 

o\J. 

31.— Neither.                                          W.  M. 

31.— 

32. — Both :  the  effect  of  the  appointment  of  Assistant 

Overseer  has  prevented  the  giving  Relief  to  Persons  not  re- 
quiring it,  which  was  frequently  done  previously.      W.  M. 

32.— 

33. — The  Overseers  vi'ith  the  Vestry  make  out  the  Rate 
for  the  whole  year,  for  the  whole  sum  to  be 
assessed. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  (ten  in  number)  and  the 
Overseers  (three  in  number)  decide  how  much 
money  shall  be  raised,  each  year,  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Kendal,  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor. 

34.— 

34;. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is 
determined  by  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers when  each  Rate  is  laid.  There  is  an  Ap- 
peal against  their  decision  to  the  Magistrates  at 
the  Sessions. 

35. — The  Vestry  decide  how  the  Overseers  are  to  act. 

35. — The  Churchvvarilens  and  Overseers  decide  all 
matters  at  Meetings  which  are  held  twice  in  the 
week  ;  eacii  individual  has  a  vote  :  of  course  the 
Churchwardens  have  the  chief  rule,  being  10  to  3 
in  number. 

A  Select  Vestry  chosen  by  the  10/.  Householders 
(each  Voter  giving  a  list  of  the  persons  of  whona  he 
approves,  without  personal  attendance),  would  be  a 
great  improvement  on  the  present  system  here. 

The  Churchwardens  having  to  be  chosen  out  of  a  very 
limited  number,  are  often  unfit  for  the  situation 
they  occupy. 

« «        fTni                       .      n                            1           '.11           1  1 

36. —  I  he  amount  or  agricultural  capital  here  has  been 
for  some  time  past  on  the  decrease,  but  from 
causes  unconnected  with  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws.    The  low  price  of  produce  is 
the  main  cause.                               J.  T, 

36. —  Ihere  is  no  want  or  capital  lor  the  proper  cul- 
tivation of  the  land.  Farmers'  stacks  are  ge- 
nerally well  kept  up,  though  they  have  not 
latterly,  as  a  body,  been  able  to  lay  by  any 
thing,  after  the  payment  of  their  Rents. 

37. — Worse  as  workmen ;  less  strong  and  striving ; 
more  delicate  in  body ;  perhaps  worse  fed  tlian 
formerly.                                       J.  T. 

37. — There  are  many  good  Labourers,  who  work  hard, 
and  do  not  ajiply  to  the  Parish  ;  but  there  are 
many  more  who  are  idle,  and  go  to  the  Parish 
for  Relief  in  the  Winter;  which  class  is  on  the 
increase. 

Answers  to  Questions.;]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


KIRKBY  STEPHEN  Township.  (3) 

KIRKBY  THORE.  (i) 

Thomas  Heslop, 

Guardian. 

Thomas  Gouoling^,  1  ^ 

JVm.  Ellwood,  ^  j  Overseers. 

28. — Not  proportioned  in  this  neighbourhood. 

28. — Every  person  employs  what  Labourers  he  has 
occasion  for  and  thinks  prop9r.  There  is  no 
apportioning  them  in  this  Parish. 

29. — Not  any. 

29. — None.  The  only  criterion  of  wages  here,  is  the 
capability  of  performing  work. 

30. — Is.  per  pound  by  the  year,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent valuation. 

30. — By  a  value  somewhat  below  the  Rack-rent,  but  if 
at  full  value,  about  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

31. — Much  the  same,  but  rather  decreasing,  if  any 
thing. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — We  have  an  Assistant  Overseer,  but  no  Select 
Vestry.    We  are  under  the  Incorporated  Act. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  from  which  it  is  thought  some 
benefit  has  resulted  to  the  Parish. 

33. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers  always  lay  the 
Rates. 

33.— The  Select  Vestry.                               T.  G. 

34. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers. 

S*. — The  Overseers,  according  to  a  valuation.  T.  G. 

35. — The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers  decide  matters 
respecting  the  laying  and  collecting  the  Rates- 
The  Guardians  order  the  disbursements  of  the 
money  collected.  If  any  new  matter  or  dispute 
arise  as  to  the  Rates,  that  is  settled  by  the 
majority  of  Rate-payers  present,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose. 

35. — They  act  jointly.  JIG. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing  ;  more  from  general  causes  than  any 
thing  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

37. — Increasing.  Stout  men  now  perform  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  labour  than  they  did  40 
years  ago ;  and,  in  all  the  essential  branches  of 
husbandry,  with  more  dexterity  than  at  that 
period. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  4  n  4 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LONG  MARTON.  (2) 

MIDDLETON  Township  (Kirkley  Lonsdale 

Parish).  (3) 

John  Rippon, 

Ti  f^ofrsv 

TVm.  Thirnbeck,  Overseer. 

outnt  jLXJWntioy  vyvcroccij  ojf  oy,  oO» 

28.— 

28. — In  this  Township,  nothing  of  the  sort. 

29. — Most  of  the  unmarried  are  hired  by  the  half  year 
into  Landowners'  or  Farmers'  houses ;  the  mar- 
ried live  in  cottages,  and  are  paid  by  the  day  or 
week. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound,  at  an  old  valuation. 

31.— 

31. — Very  nearly  the  same. 

32. — 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  nor  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry,  and  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor. 

33. — The  Overseer  and  Churchwardens  make  the  Rate, 
which  is  afterwards  allowed  by  the  Magistrates. 

J.B. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  charged  for  the  amount  of 
his  share  of  the  Rate,  according  to  an  assess- 
ment, and  the  payment  is  enforced  by  the 
Overseers. 

34. — The  Overseer   and  Churchwardens,   with  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Rate-payers  them- 
selves.                                            J.  B. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  and  the  Overseers  decide  all 
matters  concerning  the  Poor,  by  a  majority  of 
individual  votes. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  make  a  new 
Rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  upon  an  old  valuation, 
when  the  former  Rate  is  all  expended,  with 
the  general  consent  of  the  Rate-payers. 

J.B. 

36. — The  capital  has  probably  increased,  from  large 
inclosures  of  land  ;  but  not  from  any  cause  con- 
nected with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  certainly  diminishing ;  but 
we  do  not  attribute  it  to  any  cause  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — There  seems  no  alteration. 

37. — Very  much  the  same. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


APPLEBY,  ST.  MICHAEL,  otherwise  BONGATE.  (3) 


Joseph  Jameson,  Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — Each  master  employs  what  number  he  thinks  sufficient. 


29.— 

-None,  if  equally  good  workmen. 

30.- 

-Is.  8d:  in  the  pound,  at  a  reasonable  rental. 

3L- 

-Increased. 

32.- 

-Both.    In  a  large  parish  a  Select  Vestry  of  members  from  all  parts  of  the  parish  must  know  the  wants  of 
the  poor  best,  and  an  Overseer  who  continues  in  office  more  than  one  year  must  know  the  business  best. 

33.- 

-The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Vestry  give  orders  for  the  Rates  to  be  collected  whenever  money 
is  wanted  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  such  sums  as  may  be  thought  necessary. 

34..- 

-A  valuation  of  the  parish,  for  equalizing  the  Poor  Rate  throughout  the  same,  was  made  eleven  years  ago,  by 
men  chosen  for  that  purpose,  and  when  any  variation  happens  in  the  value  of  rateable  property  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers  alter  it,  to  make  the  rate  fair  and  equal. 

35.- 

-The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  themselves  make  the  Rate,  but  the  Select  Vestry,  of  which  they 
are  parties,  give  orders  for  the  rates  to  be  collected  when  money  is  wanted. 

36.- 

-Decreasing. 

37.- 

-No  material  difference. 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(3) 


BURTON  Township. 


ff'illiam  W.  Atkinson,  Burton  House. 

28.— No. 


29. — None. 


30.  About  3s.  6c?.  ;  the  land  at  rack-rent;  thatched  houses  have  one  third  deducted  from  the  rack  rent,  and 

slated  houses  one  fourth. 


31.  Rather  decreased,  but  the  diminution  is  very  trifling. 


32. — Both  ;  the  effect  lias  been  additional  attention,  and  a  more  systematic  mode  of  relieving  paupers,  and  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  rates. 


33,  The  Select  Vestry,  on  examining  the  Assistant  Overseer's  accounts,  order  a  rate  of  such  an  amount  as 

they  may  think  necessary. 


34. — The  Overseers  with  the  sanction  of  the  Select  Vestry  have  decided  that  the  rate  should  always  be  levied  on 
the  rack-rent  paid  by  each  tenant  (except  for  the  houses),  so  that  the  proportion  is  easily  fixed. 


35. — As  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  form  part  of  the  Select  Vestry,  and  each  member  has  a  vote,  I  do 
not  know  how  otherwise  to  state  the  manner  or  degree  in  which  they  respectively  interfere. 


36. — Neither  increasing  nor  diminishing. 


37. — The  Labourers  in  general  are  neither  .so  industrious  nor  attentive  as  they  were  10  or  13  years  ago.  This  I 
attribute  to  their  more  frequenting  alehouses  and  beer-shops  tlian  formerly;  added  to  which,  almost  all 
are  now  a  days  politicians,  and  from  their  imbibing  an  erroneous  idea  that  Overseers  must  maintain 
them  at  all  events. 


Answei-s  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


[561  c] 


County  of  Westmoreland  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


 BURTON  Township.  (3) 

-  -  -  William  W.  Alkiyison,  Burton  House. 

* 


P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 

(3) 

BARBON  Township  (Kikby  Lonsdale  Parish). 

John  Batty,  Guardian. 
Atitficnu,  nuiiufiy  v/vcrocci* 

28.- 

-Laboui-ers  are  not  apportioned. 

R,H. 

29.- 

-Sintrle  men  are  sfenerallv  hired  bv  the  year,  and  live  in  the  house.    Married  men 
day. 

are  hired  by  the  week  or 
R.H. 

30.- 

-About  Is.  3c?.  in  the  pound,  rack-rent,  last  year. 

R.H. 

31.- 

-Diminished  a  little  last  year. 

R.H. 

32.— 

R  H 

33.- 

-Overseers  and  the  Vestry. 

J.B. 

34.- 

-Overseers  and  the  Vestry. 

J.B. 

35. — An  annual  value  is  taken  of  all  the  property  within  the  township,  and  a  rate  is  made  thereon  by  the 
Overseers,  at  6c?.  in  the  pound,  as  often  as  is  wanted.  J.  B. 


36. — The  Agricultural  Capital  is  nearly  the  same  as  usual.  J.  B. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  as  they  used  to  be. 


J.B. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Westmoreland — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


MILBOURNE  Township  (Kirkby  Thore 
Parish.) 

Philip  Threlkeld, 

Curate. 

ORTON.  (3; 

Robert  Milner,  Vicar. 
Koosrt  yv niteiicoui  a  jonn  roiinTf  v^versecris. 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned  amongst  the  occu- 
piers. 

28. — Not  at  all ;  they  find  employment  for  themselves. 

R.  W.   J.  P. 

Cki\  XT 

29. — No. 

29. — The  best  workmen,  whether  married  or  single, 
get  the  best  wages.                   R.  W.  J.  P. 

No  difference  is  made  between  married  and  unmarried  men, 
if  they  are  equal  in  other  respects.                          It.  if 

30. — About  2s.  dd.  a  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — On  an  average,  2s.  6d.  at  Rack  Rent. 

R.  W.  J.  P. 

3L — They  have  increased  a  very  little  last  year,  but  are 
less  than  they  were  a  few  years  ago. 

3L — They  are  nearly  the  same  as  last  year,  but  have 
increased  within  the  last  three  years.  R.  W.  J.  P. 

32. — We  have,  and  suppose  the  etiect  has  been  a  dimi- 
nution of  Poor  Rates. 

32. — W^e  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer, 
yet  cost  of  poor  has  increased  since  the  Select 
Vestry  was  established.             R.  W.  J.  P. 

33. — For  the  relief  of  the  Poor  the  Select  Vestry  decides, 
except  in  cases,  (which  however  rarely  occur,) 
when,  on  the  application  of  a  pauper,  the  Magis- 
trates interfere. 

33.— 

34. — Each  pays  according  to  an  Assessment  made  by 
four  of  the  Rate-payers,  by  consent  of  the  whole. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  take  no  part  in  deciding  these 
matters. 

35.— 

36. — I  believe  it  is  diminishing,  but  not  to  be  attributed 
to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — The  amount  is  decreasing,  which  may  in  some 
degree  be  attributed  to  the  large  collections 
made  in  Poor's  Rates.                      R.  M. 

37. — They  are  supposed  to  be  better  workmen,  and 
equally  as  industrious  as  formerly. 

37. — Their  industry  is  decreasing ;  they  frequently  ask 
exorbitant  wages  with  a  view  to  lose  or  prevent 
their  employment,  that  they  may  have  some 
plea  for  applying  for  parochial  relief,  which  they 
are  not  ashamed  to  ask  for,  as  formerly ;  they 
insolently  demand  it.                        R.  M. 

P.  L,  IB.)— Part  III.  4  o 
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County  of  Westmoreland  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  H  A  P.  (3) 

TEMPLE  SO  WERE  Y.  (1) 

Thomas  Smith,  Grocer. 
John  Rowlandson. 

Matthew  Atkinson  &  J.  Dixon. 
Matthew  Craig,  33,  34,  35. 

28— No.                                                T.  S. 

28.— No. 

9Q        "NTrinc                                                                                  T.  S. 
/oy.— iNOUc.                                                                            J.  t 

y    LiJlo  vlCL/CllUo  \J\l  LllClI  ClllClCllCy* 

30. — 2s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent.                T.  S. 

30. — At  Rack  Rent,  about  5  per  cent. 

31. — Increased.                                          T.  S. 

31. — Remain  much  the  same. 

oa. —  les.  I.o. 

Oii. — i\Oj  neimer  me  one  not  me  otner. 

33.— 

33. — The  Overseers  raise  the  money  as  they  require  it. 

M.  a 

34.— 

34. — The  Rate  is  made  by  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers.                                       M.  C. 

35.— 

35. — When  the  Rate  is  made  it  is  submitted  to  a 
Vestry,  and  if  any  error  is  discovered,  the  Over- 
seers rectify  it.                                 M.  C. 

36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  is  diminishing 
in  our  neighbourhood.                        J.  R. 

36. — Diminishing,  more  from  general  circumst*mces 
than  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — They  are  the  same  now  as  they  were  formerly. 

J.R. 

37. — I  am  inclined  to  think  diminishing  in  industry,  al- 
though, from  the  great  improvement  in  machinery 
and  husbandry  utensils,  more  work  is  certainly 
accomplished  by  the  same  number  of  Labourers. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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ANSWERS. 


LITTLE  STRICKLAND  Township.  (3) 

WINDERMERE.  (2) 

Tliomas  Bainbridge, 

Overseer. 

WiUtam  W.  Butcher. 

28. — None  employed. 

28.— 

29.— None. 

29. — No  difference. 

30. — Four  shillings  per  pound,  according  to  the  last 
valuation. 

30.— 

3L— No. 

31.— 

32.— No. 

32.— 

33.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide  upon 

the  yearly  value  of  all  property  in  the  township,  and  they  lay  a 
bill  of  \s,4:d.  in  the  pound  upon  that  valuation   (wliich  Is 
not  often  altered.)    Four  or  five  bills  arc  wanted  in  the  year, 
signed  by  two  Magistrates. 
An  appeal  may  be  made  after  paying  a  Rate,  but  this  is  expen- 
sive, and  a  great  grievance  when  property  is  over-rated. 

34.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  uncontrolled. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  collect  the  money,  and  attend  the 
belect  Vestry,  which  meets  every  fourteen  days; 
and  they  (Select  Vestry)  direct  the  expenditure 
for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  approbation  of  the  General  Vestry 
every  year. 

36.— 

36. — I  think  diminishing,  but  not  from  any  cause  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— Yes. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  4  o  2 
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County  of  WILTS — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ALDERBURY  Parish  &  SARUM  Division.  (3) 

ST.  ANDREW,  BLUNSDON.  (3) 

George  Fort,  J.  P. 
Upon  communication  and  consultation  with  the  Overseers  and  Occupiers 
Henry  Rumbuld,  Overseer. 

28. — They  are  apportioned  according  to  the  Poor  Rate. 

G.  F. 

The  Labourers  are  apportioned  according  to  the  Acreage  Rent. 

H.  R. 

John  James  Caltey. 
James  M'"dd. 

28.— 

29. — Very  little,  excepting  during  the  Winter  and 
*  Spring  quarters.                                 G.  F. 

29.— Not  any,                                           J.  J.  C. 

Supposing  ihem  equally  good  Labourers,  there  is  no 
dift'erence  made  ;  but  it'  work  is  scarce,  a  married  man 
with  a  family  on  the  Parish  would  be  preferred.  J.  W. 

30' — About  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound  sterling.         G.  F. 

Generally  3s.  on  the  Rack  Rent ;  have  been  as  high  as  8s.  or  9j. 

H.  R. 

30. — The  Rates  are  generally  four  at  \s.  in  thq  pound. 

J.  J.  C. 

3 1. — Not  varied  much  for  several  years.           G.  F. 

Rather  diminished  within  the  last  two  or  three  years.     //.  R. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.  An  Assistant  Overseer.  G.  F. 
Yes,  but  the  Assistant  Overseer  has  been  lately 
appointed.                                          H.  R, 

32.— 

33. — The  acting  Overseer.  When  the  sum  in  his  hands 

is  expended,  the  Overseer  draws  another  rate,  which  is  signed 
by  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  presented  to  two  Magis- 
trates for  their  signature,  and  then  published  in  the  Parish 
Church.    There  is  no  limit  to  the  sum  to  be  raised  but  the 
wants  of  the  poor.                                                    Q,  J", 
The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  in  Vestry. 

H.  R. 

33.— The  Overseer.                              J.  J.  C. 

The  Overseer,  after  the  assessment  has  been 
signed  by  two  Magistrates,  and  published  in 
the  Church.                                   J.  fV. 

34. — In  the  year  1805  the  lands  of  this  Parish  were 
valued  by  an  eminent  Surveyor ;  last  year  they 
were  again  surveyed,  and  each  Rate-payer  paid 
and  pays  according  to  these  valuations.    G.  F. 
It  is  decided  by  a  valuation  of  the  lands  of  the 
Parish,  made  by  a  Land  Surveyor.        H.  E. 

34. — The  amount  of  the  Rate  paid  by  each  Rate-payer 
is  according  to  the  Rental  at  Is.  in  the  pound. 

J.  W. 

The  Overseer.   The  Rates  are  generally  four,  at 
Is.  in  the  pound.                          J.  J.  C. 

35.— Equally.                                             H.  li. 

35. —  The  Overseer  makes  all  payments  for  the  relief  of 

Lilt?  UUUl   ctCCUl  l-illl^   \Xf  LllC  UcdL  <J1    llio  J  Uli^lllCll  Ij 

and  is  never  interfered  with.             J,  J.  C. 

36 — Decreasing.    I  do  not  attribute  it  to  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Poor  Laws ;  but  rather  to  the 
mode  of  living  of  the  Farmers,  which  is  still 
more  expensive  than  it  ought  to  be,  and  they 
have  had  three  bad  years  in  succession,  1828- 
29-30.                                             G.  F. 

36. — Diminishing  in  some  degree.               J.  J.  C. 
Rapidly  diminishing,  in  some  measure  owing  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  prin- 
cipally from  the  very  large  importation  of  Corn 
from  Ireland  and  foreign  parts.           J.  TV. 

37. — Increased  since  the  improvement  in  the  rate  of 
wages  in  1830.                                 G.  F. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  worse.                       J.  J.  C. 
Greatly  diminished  by  the  low  rate  of  wages,  and 
the  facility  with  which  they  can  obtain  parochial 
relief,  and  not  feeling  as  they  did  formerly  any 
discredit  in  asking  relief.                    J.  W. 
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BOX.  (3) 

NORTH   BRADLEY.  (3) 

Samuel  Pinchin, 

Overseer. 

Samuel  Singer, 

Assibtant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — The  convenience  of  the  Occupier  is  the  only  rule 
acknowledged. 

29.— No. 

29. — No  distinction  where  the  ability  is  equal. 

30. — About  3s.  in  the  pound,  Rack  Rent. 

30. — Regulated  by  the  value  of  the  Land;  last  year 
averaged  about  14s.  4c?.  per  acre. 

31. — Nearly  the  same. 

31. — An  increase  of  about  ^'170,  on  account  of  a 

change  of  occupations,  including  the  amount  paid  in  labour 
also. 

32. — Yes ;  the  expenses  have  been  less  and  the  poor 
better  off. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. —  The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Vestry. 

33. — Immediately  after  the  appointment  of  Overseers 

for  the  year,  notice  is  given  on  three  consecutive  Sundays  of  a 
Vestry,  at  which  the  Rate-payers  are  invited  to  meet  the  parish 
officers  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  assessment  for  the  relief 
of  the  Poor  on  the  occupiers  of  property  within  the  parish, 
when  all  objections  are  heard,  and  all  matters  relating  thereto 
are  decided. 

34. — By  a  survey  and  valuation ;  every  Rate-payer  is 
assessed  at  Is.  in  the  pound. 

34. — Each  Occupier  pays  of  course  in  proportion  to 
the  property  he  holds,  and  the  amount  levied  is 
calculated  from  the  general  survey  of  the  parish 
taken,  I  believe,  25  years  ago,  subject  to  such 
alterations  as  circumstances  may  have  rendered 
necessary. 

35. — In  all  cases  of  difficulty,  or  where  particular  at- 
tention is  necessary,  the  Overseers  submit  the 
case  to  the  Select  Vestry,  and  its  decision  is 
conclusive. 

35. — The  sense  of  the  meeting  at  large  is  taken  on  any 
disputed  points,  the  Overseers  exercising  no 
other  interference  than  an  expression  of  their 
opinion  in  common  with  the  other  rate-payers 
present.  Differences  of  opinion  are  generally 
decided  by  reference  to  the  survey. 

36. — Diminishing. 

36. — Diminished,  to  a  most  alarming  extent,  particularly 
in  unfavourable  situations.  I  know  of  instances 
in  which  the  amount  paid  for  the  Poor  Rate 
alone  has  exceeded  the  value  received  for  a 
year's  production. 

37. — No  material  difference. 

37. — Diminishing  ;  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  prac- 
tice of  subsisting  the  Labourer  either  wholly  or 
partly  from  the  Poor  Rates. 
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SOUTH  BROOM  or  ST.  JAMES'S  Chapeluy.  (1) 

BU  ROOM  BE.  (3) 

R.  Coward, 

^nupclwarUcii* 

James  Rogers, 

Overseer. 

28. — No  apportionment  is  made. 

28. — Only  four  Farmers,  and  they  apportion  the  La- 
bourers who  are  willing  to  work  among  them- 
selves  according  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

Xu. — iMOl  any. 

29. — None. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound  on  three  fourths  of  an  actual  valu- 
ation prior  to  the  Autumn  of  18^0,  since  which  a  considerable 
reduction  of  Rent  has  taken  place.  Houses  rated  at  half  value. 

30. — Not  at  a  Rack  Rent,  but  according  to  a  Survey 

and  Valuation  of  the  Parish  made  about  five  years  ago,  amount- 
l  ing  to  about  three  fourths  of  the  Rack  Rent,  5s.  per  pound. 

31. — The  Rates  have  increased  after  the  rate  of  6d.  in 
the  pound  per  annum  the  last  three  years. 

31. — Except  a  slight  diminution  this  year,  on  account 
of  the  price  of  bread  being  lower. 

'3o  A  ti  Assistant  Ovprseer  lias  hpen  anoointed  several 

years,  who  relieves  the  Parish  Officers  from  part  of  their  duties; 
and  the  Rate-paj-ers  attend  pretty  regularly,  and  form  an  actual 
Select  Vestry  witliout  a  formal  appointment. 

o/s. — iMeitner. 

33. — At  the  end  of  each  quarter  of  the  year  a  Vestry  is 

held  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Overseer's  accounts,  (the 
duty  is  performed  by  an  assistant,)  when  it  is  decided  what 
amount  of  Rate  is  to  be  levied  in  the  ensuing  quarter,  ac- 
cording to  the  expected  charge  for  that  quarter  ;  and  thotigh 
from  unexpected  expenses  occurring  in  a  few  instances  we 
have  been  obliged  to  make  a  Rate  in  the  intermediate  time,  we 
have  found  quarterly  Rates  answer  well. 

33. — All  the  Rate-payers  who  think  proper  to  attend 
the  Vestry. 

34. — Since  1797  the  parish  has  been  surveyed  and 
valued  three  times.  The  rate  is  made  on  these 
valuations  in  proportions  agreed  on  by  vestry 
betvv^een  the  land  and  houses. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  a  Rate  made  on  a  Survey  of  the 
Parish  by  an  indifferent  person. 

35. — This  question  I  consider  as  answered  by  the  ex- 
planations to  the  two  last  preceding. 

1  It? 

35. — The  Overseers,  in  Vestry,  but  seldom  interfere. 

36.— 

36. — Cannot  say. 

37.— 

37. — Industry  rather  diminishing;  Workmen  rather 
worse. 
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CASTLE  COMBE.  (3) 

CHILMARK.  (Ij 

G.  Poulett  Scrupe. 
[Answers  also  refer  generally  to  theHundred  andDiTision  of  Chippenham.  ] 

Francis  Lear, 

Rector. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

457,^— i\0  CllllclCllCc. 

isy. — i\o. 

SC- 

30— About  4s.  in  the  pound. 

SI.— 

3L — Not  increased. 

6d. —  I\o. 

33. — The  Overseers  determine  primarily.    They  act 

under  the  control  of  the  Rate- payers  in  Vestry,  who  of  course 
would  oppose  their  raising  a  Rate  until  it  be  necessary ;  and  as 
that  expenditure  is  determined  by  the  supposed  wants  of  tlie 
Poor,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Vestry,  subject  to  appeal  to  and 
orders  from  the  Magistrates,  it  is  the  Magistrate,  or  rather  the 
Petty  Sessions  Bench,  which  ultimately  determines  the  sum  to 
be  raised  in  each  year. 

33. — Our  Parish  business  is  transacted  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  being,  by  common    consent,  placed  in 
the  hands  of  one  individual,  who  occupies  the 
larger  portion  of  the  land.    I  think  this  parish 
fortunately  circumstanced  in  having  an  individual 
possessed  of  such  influence  and  discretion  but  I 
would  not  be  understood  as  recommending  tlie  same  system. 

34. — The  Overseers,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the 
V^estry,  and  according  to  a  valuation  of  the  property 
in  the  parish  adopted  about  seven  years  back  by  the 
Vestry  which  met  for  the  purpose,  lotted  out  all  the 
Land  into  certain  classes,  to  be  assessed  at  fixed 
Rates.    Some  alterations  have  since  been  made  in  the 
assessment  of  particular  holdings,  but  the  whole  is 
▼ery  irregularly  managed.    The  appeal  to  the  Quarter  Sessions 
is  too  costly  a  proceeding  to  be  frequently  resorted  to. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  consider  themselves  responsible  to 
the  Vestry,  and  do  not  act  in  any  of  these  mat- 
ters, except  in  giving  casual  relief,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Vestry,  which  is  holden  every 
pay-day  in  the  Church,  to  assist  the  Overseer 
in  paying  the  Poor. 

35.— 

36. — Diminished ;  Farms  worse  cultivated,  and  less  la- 
bour employed,  which  I  attribute  chiefly  to  a 
want  of  accommodation  from  the  Banks. 

30.- Nearly  stationary.    Our  population  is  the  same  as 
at  the  census  of  1820,  and  tl)e  land  in  the  same 
occupation. 

37. — Diminishing.    There  is  a  general  complaint  that 
the  greater  number  of  Labourers  are  good  for 
nothing,  and  unable  to  turn  their  hands  to 
any  useful  kind  of  farm-work.    Good  hedgers, 
threshers,   carters  and  shepherds  are  scarcer 
than  they  used  to  be. 

37. — The  employers  here  are  satisfied  with  the  quantum 
of  work  done. 
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ANSWERS. 


CHIPPENHAM.  (3) 

COMPTON  CHAMBERLAINE.  (3) 

G.  S.  Bradbury, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

James  King, 
Churchwarden  &  Ovprsppr 

28.— No. 

28 — Not  apportioned  ;  but  the  Farmers  contribute  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  Rates  to  pay  the  Men 
employed  on  the  Roads. 

29. — Not  generally. 

29.— No  distinction,  except  as  to  the  Men  employed 
on  the  Roads  ;  the  married  Men  having  employment 
given  them  for  the  whole  week  ;  the  unmarried  for 
only  halt"  the  week. 

30. — 6s.  per  pound  on  the  valuation ;  which  is  at  half  the 
rent  of  Houses,  and  two  thirds  the  rent  of  Land. 

30.— They  amount  to  about  12  per  cent,  on  the  Rack 
Rent.    No  certain  rule  for  estimating  them. 

31. — Increased,  since  the  Riots  of  1830,  2s.  in  the 
pound. 

31 — Diminished  ;  this  is  attributed  to  their  having  less 
law  that  year. 

32. — Both.  Our  Poor  Rates  have  decreased  since  their 
establishment,  and  the  real  poor  are  better 
attended  to. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Overseers  summon  a  Vestry,  who  generally 
grant  the  Rate.  If  approved  of  it  is  signed  by 
the  Inhabitants  present. 

33.—  The  Rate-payers ;  it  is  paid  but  once  a  year. 

34. — Fixed  by  a  Survey  and  Valuation.  In  case  of 
dispute  the  question  is  decided  by  the  Vestry. 

34.— We  call  a  Vestry,  and  Overseers  and  all  the  Rate- 
payers attend.    We  find  how  many  Rates  will 
balance  the  expense.  County  Rates,  the  money 
expended  for  relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  have 
about  half  a  Rate,  or  nearly,  in  hand  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  takes  part  in  deciding,  jointly 
with  the  Overseers,  all  questions  as  to  relieving 
persons  irom  payment  oi  the  Poor  nates  whoJJy, 
or  in  enforcing  the  payment  of  them  from  others. 
The  General  Vestry  does  not  interfere  except 
in  granting  the  Rate,  and  deciding  any  questions 
of  amount  brought  before  them  at  the  time  of 
ffrantinoj  the  Rate. 

35.— One  Overseer  takes  the  acting  part,  but  if  any 
thing  happen  particular,  we  call  a  Vestry,  and 
decide  as  to  the  majority  of  the  pay-masters' 
opinions. 

36. — Diminishing;  attributed  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  Poor  Rates. 

36. — Increasing ;  the  stock  of  cattle  being  improved 
very  much  in  quality,  and  also  to  some  extent 
in  number. 

3T. — Worse  workmen,  in  consequence  of  Labourers 
changing  their  services  so  frequently. 


3T. — Diminishing ;  they  do  not  work  so  well  as  formerly. 
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C  O  R  S  H  A  M.  (3) 

CORSLEY.  (3) 

William  Arnold, 
Assistant  Overseer  &  Vestry  Clerk,  on  benair  or  select  vesiry. 

28.— No. 

H.  A.  Fussell, 

Churchwarden. 

28.— 

29.  No  distinction. 

29.— No. 

30.  4s.  in  the  pound  per  annum,  at  an  estimated 

Value  taken  by  Survey  in  1810. 

30.— 

31. — They  remain  the  same. 

31.— 

32. — We  have  both ;  considerable  advantages  have 
been  derived  from  them. 

32.— 

33. — A  Rate  on  the  Lands  and  Houses  in  this  parish 
having  been  made  in  former  years  by  actual 
Survey,  the  money  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of 
the  Poor  by  such  Rate  is  determined  by  the  Pa- 
rish Officers  and  Vestry  ;  and  any  number  of 
Rates  can  be  levied  in  each  year  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  Ciise  may  require. 

33.— 

34. — The  Vestry  have  a  decided  power  of  raising  such 
Rate  according  to  the  value  of  every  description 
of  property,  and  also  of  rating  at  all  times 
any  new  property  which  may  be  created  since 
the  original  Rate  was  established. 

34.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Vestry  duly 
assembled  take  part  in  deciding  all  or  any  of 
these  matters,  in  all  of  which  they  have  an  equal 
power  of  interfering. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing ;  not  attributed  to  the  operation  of 
the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Decreasing,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  amount 
paid  to  the  Poor  Rate. 

37. — We  believe  them  to  be  better  Workmen,  but  that 
the  Sale  of  Beer  under  the  new  Act  is  in  many 
cases  highly  detrimental  to  the  general  habits  of 
industry. 

37. — Diminishing,  and  certainly  not  better  Workmen. 
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WEST  DEAN.  (3) 

D  O  W  N  T  O  N.  (3) 

John  Parsons, 
Churchwarden  &  Overseer. 

28. — Yes,  by  agreement  among  the  Farmers,  according 
to  the  Rate. 

Samuel  Por/ne,  Assistant  Overseer.    George  Malcham. 
John  Reeves  ta,  John  Gibbs  Bailey,  Trustees  of  Stockman's  Cliarity. 

28. — According  to  their  Poor  Rates.               S.  P. 

29. — No  distinction  as  to  able-bodied  Workmen. 

29. — Not  recently,  in  consequence  of  representations 
to  the  Vestry  of  the  ill  effects  produced  by  that 
difference.                                        G.  M. 
No  difference.                       J.  R.    J.  G.  B. 

30. — Calculated  upon  two  thirds  of  Rack  Rent.  Pay 
3s.  or  4s.  Rates  in  the  year. 

oU. — JNear  as.  ua.     Ine  land  somewhat  under  Rack 
Rent,  and  the  houses  rather  more  than  two  thirds. 

5'.  P. 

31 . — Not  much  difference  ;  x-ather  diminished. 

31.— Increased.                                           S.  P. 

32. — None. 

32.— Yes.                                                S.  P. 

3. — General  Ves  try  of  the  Parish,  with  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers. 

33. — Depends  on  the  expenditure;  and  as  the  Over- 
seers, assisted  by  a  Select  Vestry,  weekly  meet, 
and  give  the  relief  they  deem  necessary,  their 
order  decides  the  amount  to  be  raised,  except 
in  those  cases  where  the  Pauper  appeals  from 
their  decision  to  the  Magistrates.          S.  P. 

34. — General  Vestry. 

34. — Tlie  rate  or  proportion  that  each  person  pays  was 
originally  made  by  Commissioners  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  and  slightly  altered  by  the  Over- 
seers and  Churchwardens  from  time  to  time,  as 
any  property  is  uicreased  or  deteriorated  in  value. 

S.P. 

.  35. — Jointly. 

35. — The  office  of  Overseer  merges  into  that  of  Select 
Vestryman;  and  if  any  difference  of  opinion 
arises,  on  due  notice  given,  the  matter  in  debate 
is  decided  by  the  majority  present  at  a  meeting 
called  for  that  particular  purpose.         S.  P. 

36.— 

36. — Decreasing ;  ascribed  to  the  burthens  proceeding 
from  the  support  of  a  surplus  population,  and 
to  the  want  of  a  remunerating  price  for  the 
commodities  brought  to  market.           G.  M. 
Certainly  not  decreasing.          J.  R.  J.  G.  B. 

37.— 

37. — Diminished.    Their  capacity  may  be  the  same  as 
it  formerly  was  ;  they  are  practically  worse  work- 
men than  they  were.                         G.  M. 
Industry  diminished.     Labourers  are  worse 
workmen.                          J.  R.  J.  G.  B. 

I 
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FISHER  TON  ANGER.  (3) 

FONTHILL  GIFFORD.  (1) 

Henry  George  de  Starck,  Curate. 
William  Blake. 

John  Still  jun., 

Officiating  Minister. 

28.— No.                               H.  G.  de  S.    W.  B, 

28. — The  number  employed  depends  on  the  will  of  the 

90   >Jot  anu                                  H  G  dp  Si      W  Ti 

<Ci7."— "ilUL  dliy.                                          XJ.  \J.  Uftj  O.       rV  *  x>. 

"Mn  ni^tinr'tif^n  iq  mnnp 

30. — Sixpence  in  the  pound ;  four  Rates  in  the  year  on 

houses.    The  Rates  are  not  equally  levied.           H.  G.  de  S. 
Four  Rates  of  Is.  each;  three  fourths  Rack  Rent.            If.  B. 

30. — 7s.  6d.  Rack  Rent. 

31. — Increased  last  year  owing  to  the  Burnings, 

H.G.deS.  W.B. 

3 1 . — Diminished. 

32. — No ;  we  have  an  Assistant  Overseer  ;  the  efiect  is 
beneficial.    The  Rates  have  been  reduced  quite 
half  in  the  last  eight  years.  H.  G.  de  S.   W.  B. 

32. — i\o. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants 
in  Vestry  assembled.         H.  G.  de  S.    W.  B. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  four  times  a 
year,  but  not  in  Vestry. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide. 

H.  G.  de  S.    W.  B. 

34. — A  Survey  of  the  Parish  was  made  by  a  profes- 
sional man  appointed  by  Vestry,  from  whose 
Valuation  the  Rates  are  collected. 

35. — As  to  the  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor,  the  In- 
habitants in  Vestry  assembled  decide  with  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

H.G.deS.  W.B. 

35. — The  Vestry  takes  no  part  in  deciding  any  of  these 
matters. 

1 

36. — Increasing  in  this  parish,  but  with  no  relation  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

H.  G.  de  S. 

About  the  same.                                 TV.  B. 

36. — I  know  of  no  alteration. 

37. — Supposed  to  be  worse  Workmen.    H.  G.  de  S. 
They  are  not  half  so  good  as  they  were ;  they  look 
up  to  the  Overseer,  and  go  to  the  Magistrate, 
and  get  the  same  money.                     fV.  B. 

37. — I  consider  the  industry  of  the  Labourers  to  be 
diminishing,  on  account  of  the  Wages  not  being 
considered  by  them  sufficient  to  remunerate 
them. 

P.i.,  (B.)— Part  IIL  4p2 


574  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of'WiLTs — continued. 
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WESTGRIMSTEAD.  (3) 

WEST  GRIMSTEAD,  PITTON,  &  FARLEY. 

Timothy  Rurnboll, 

Churchwarden. 

Charles  Frederick  Watkins,  (3) 
Ciiratp  of  (rrlnistpari  tini\  P-irl<»i/ 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned. 

28.— 

29. — None. 

29. — In  West  Grimstead  it  has  been  too  much  the  case. 
In  Pitton  and  Farley  sometimes. 

30. — 4s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

SC- 

31.— Decreased,  but  very  trifling. 

SI.- 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

33.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

• 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

86.— 

36. — In  Pitton  and  Farley  it  is  increasing,  owing  to 
the  encouragement  which  is  given  to  t!ie  in- 
dustry and  economy  of  the  Farmer  by  the  op- 
portunity which  he  has  of  putting  in  lives  upon 
his  land,  and  the  farms  being  thereby  better 
cultivated,  as  well  as  on  account  of  their  frugal 
manner  of  living.  Letting  out  land  to  the 
Labourer  would  enable  the  Farmer  to  save  still 
more. 

37.— 

37. — Worse  at  Grimstead ;  but  not  generally  so  in 
Pitton  and  Farley,  because  they  have  a  better 
field  for  employment  than  in  most  places,  and 
keep  up  a  more  independent  spirit ;  but  even 
here  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  and 
the  system  of  putting  on  the  stem.)  with  other 
causes,  producing  the  usual  effects. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Wilts — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


HEYTESBURY.  .  (1) 


C.  A.  A' Court,  J.  P. 


28.— 


29. —  An  able-bodied  man,  whether  married  or  not,  is  or  ought  to  be  paid  9*.  per  week  in  my  Parish,  but  I  am 
awai'e  that  the  Farmers  often  contrive  to  engage  the  single  men  for  Us.  or  8s.,  and  often  for  less,  under 
the  plea  of  their  not  being  equal  to  their  work,  or  not  so  able  as  their  married  fellow  workmen.  This  is, 
liowever,  an  evasion  of  the  terms  upon  which  they  hold  their  leases. 

30 — 


31.— 


32.— 


3.3. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  are,  by  the  14  Eliz.  c.  5.  and  43  Eliz.  c.  2.,  the  only  people  authorized 
to  make  a  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  It  is  not  necessary  for  them  to  have  the  concurrence  of  the 
Inhabitants.  In  practice,  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding  is  this  :  the  Vestry  decides  that  it  is  expedient 
to  renew  the  Rate. 


34.  — Sui'veyors  are  appointed  to  value  all  property  within  the  Parish,  and  on  their  valuation  the  Overseers  and 

Churchwardens  proceed  to  make  one  general  Rate,  such  Rate  being  one  farthing  in  the  pound  on  the 
net  value  to  be  assessed.  Whenever  a  collection  is  recjuired,  the  Overseers  are  compelled  to  draw  up 
a  fresh  Rate  (a  standing  one  is  not  legal),  which  is  valid  only  when  it  receives  the  signature  of  the 
Magistrates.  In  this  Rate  the  name  of  every  individual  assessed  must  be  noted,  with  the  nature  of  the 
property  rated,  and  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  levied  on  it.  The  Vestry  may,  on  proper  cause  shown, 
remit  the  Rate  payable  by  distressed  individuals,  and,  if  they  can  see  cause,  direct  such  alterations  in 
individual  assessments  as  may  seem  just  and  expedient,  and  may  tend  to  pi'event  litigation. 

35.  — The  Vestry  is  very  seldom  called  upon  in  this  Parish  to  interfere  as  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  raised 

during  the  year.  They  merely  audit  the  Overseers'  Accounts,  and  receive  such  explanations  from  them  as 
may  be  necessary. 


36. — Almost  all  the  farms  in  my  neighbourhood  are  let  on  leases  for  four,  eight,  or  twelve  years.  Every  tenant 
is  bound  by  his  lease  to  keep  a  given  quantity  of  stock,  and  to  cultivate  his  lands  upon  a  specified  system  ; 
he  cannot,  therefore,  decrease  his  Agricultural  Capital,  and  it  remains  pretty  nearly  the  same  from  one 
year  to  the  other.    His  stock  may  vary  in  market  value,  but  it  cannot  decrease  in  quantity. 


37. — The  Industry  of  the  Labourers  generally  is  certainly  diminished  ;  very  few  of  the  rising  generation  in  my 
Parish  think  it  worth  their  while  to  learn  to  mow,  thatch,  or  shear ;  they  are  satisfied  to  plod  on  as 
Labourers,  though  their  highest  prospect  in  that  calling  is  9s.  a  week ;  and  they  seem  unwilling  to  make 
the  smallest  exertion  to  better  their  condition,  although  they  alone  would  benefit  by  it. 


P.  L.  (b.)— Paut  III. 
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County  of  Wilts — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HEDDINGTON.  (3) 

District  of  HUNGERFORD  &  RAMSBURY.  (3) 

J.  T.  Du  Boulaij,  Rector, 
T.  Clark,  Churchwarden. 

E.  W.  L.  Popham,  LK  GK 

28. —The  Labourers  are  mostly  employed  by  the  occu- 
piers of  Arable  Land.                          T.  C. 

28.— 

29.— None.                                      J-  T.  Du  B. 
None  whatever.  C. 

29. — None,  except  as  to  the  ability  to  perform  work  on 
the  farm. 

30. — 4s.  lOrf.,  at  what  I  should  think  a  fair  Rent. 

T.  C. 

30.— 

31. — Rather  increased.                                 T.  C. 

3L— 

32.— Neither.                                             ^-  ^• 

32.— 

33. — The  Rate-payers  in  Vestry.            J.  T.  Du  B. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  for  Hunjier- 
ford  and  Ramsbury. 

34. — The  Rate-payers  in  Vestry.            J.  T.  Du  B. 

« 

34. — For  Hungerford :  when  the  parish  was  valued 
the  rental  of  all  rateable  property  was  fixed,  and 
each  Rate-payer  pays  in  proportion  for  his 
rent.  Ramsbury :  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers. 

35. — Since  I  have  been  here  every  question  has  been 
settled  without  voting  or  dispute.     J.  T.  Du  B. 

• 

35. — For  Hungerford  :  the  Overseers  are  only  col- 
lectors, but  they  attend  the  Monthly  Vestry. 
Ihe  Visitor  and  ljuardians  oi  the  Pqor,  three 
in  number,  in  Vestry,  where  the  principal  Payers 
are  present  and  judge  of  the  necessity.  This  Rate 
is  sent  for  the  signature  of  two  Magistrates,  who, 
it  appears,  are  bound  to  sign  it,  whether  they 
approve  of  it  or  not.  For  Ramsbury:  the 
money  is  delivered  to  the  Supervisor's  Assistant, 
who  disburses  it  to  the  Poor. 

36.— They  say  it  is  on  the  decline,'  from  the  successive 
failui-es  of  tenants,  and  more  particularly  from 
the  burden  which  presses  on  land  in  the  shape 
of  Poor  Rate  ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  mark  any 
cause  for  this  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws.               J.  T.  Du  B. 

36. — Diminishing ;  although  not  occasioned  by  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  from  the 
effect  of  increased  pauperism. 

37. — The  Farmers  say  they  are  worse.    J.  T.  Du  B. 

37. — A  Labourer  at  piece-work  will  work  an  extra 
number  of  hours,  and  will  perform  his  work  as 
well  as  he  formerly  used  to  do. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Wilts  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LIDDINGTON.  (1) 

MONKTON  FARLEIGH.  (3) 

Harry  Reeves. 

John  Tulton,  Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— 

oo      A  /^ictinrtinn  in  W^intpr  hilt  not  in  Sunimcr* 

29. — Yes ;  where  there  is  a  large  Family.        J.  F. 
None.                                              J.  L. 

30. — 7«.  in  the  pound,  and  not  quite  at  rack  rent. 

30. — \s.  in  the  pound.                                 J.  T. 

31. — Increased  as.  in  the  pound  within  the  last  three 
years. 

31.— Yes,  about  ^50.                                  J.  T. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  Vestries  held  often  for 

transacting  business,  and  after  broken  through  by  part  of  the 
Paymasters  not  acting  in  accordance  to  the  agreement.  Vestries 
ought  to  be  binding. 

Q9                                                                                                          1  7' 
0<5.  i\0.                                                                             ty.  -/  . 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  and  attributed  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing,  and  the  Poor  Rates  increasing,  and 
the  Land  rapidly  decreasing  in  annual  value. 

J.L. 

37. — Diminishing,  and  worse  Workmen  than  formerly. 

37. — The  Industry  of  Labourers  does  not  increase, 
but  the  contrary,  in  consequence  of  the  Beer- 
shops.                                             «/.  L. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Wilts  —  continued. 


ANSWER  S. 


NORTON   BAVANT.  (3) 

PITTON  AND  FARLEY  United  Parishes.  (3) 

James  Mills  Sidford,  Overseer. 
Sidney  Smith. 

Charles  Frederick  Wat  kins, 

Curate  or  rarley. 

28. — As  we  manage  to  find  them  employment  we  have 
none  to  apportion.                           J-  M.  S. 

28.— No. 

2V. — i\o  distinctioii.                                       lYj..  o. 

OQ  Not"  now 

30, — At  4.5.  in  the  pound  at  one  fifth  under  the  rack 
rent.                                           J-  M.  S. 

30. — About  45.  or  5s.  in  the  pound,  on  about  two 
thirds  of  the  rack  rent. 

.31 . — Increased.                                        J-  M.  S. 

31. — Cannot  say. 

32.— None.                                            J-  M.  S. 

32. — The  business  is  managed  by  the  principal  Far- 
mers ;  there  are  two  Overseers  ;  only  one  acts  : 
the  effect  is  good. 

33. — The  Overseers. 

33.— 

34. — Collected  by  a  Rate  made  for  that  purpose. 

34.— 

35. — When  a  Vestry  is  called,  it  is  seldom  any  one 
attends,  excent  the  Overseers. 

33.— 

36. — It  is,  in  our  opinion,  diminishing,  and  we  consider 
it  is  in  consequence  of  the  increased  number  of 
poor.                                            J.  M.  S. 

36. — Increasing.  I  do  not  attribute  this  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  the  nature  of  the 
tenures,  (the  Farmers  holding  upon  lives,)  to 
the  relative  size  of  the  farms,  and  the  simple 
mode  of  living  pursued  by  the  Farmers,  and 
the  industrious  habits  of  their  families. 

31. — About  the  same.                                J.  M.  S. 

37.— Rather  wor?e  here;  but  not  so  much  so  as  in 
other  places. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  Wilts — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


RAMSBURY.  (l) 

RODBORNE  Tvthing,  (Malmesbuky  Pakish.;  (i) 

C  Culverhouse, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Richard  Pollen. 

28.— No. 

28. — Proportioned  to  the  extent  of  occupation,  for  a 
few  weeks  in  the  Winter  only.    At  other  periods, 
each  Farmer  employs  as  many  as  he  pleases. 

^J9. — None,  unless  labour  is  scarce ;  the  single  Man, 
if  employed  by  tlie  Overseers,  receives  only 
the  price  of  two  loaves  weekly. 

29. — None. 

30. — 6s.  9d.  per  pound  per  annum. 

SC- 

31.— Increased. 

SI. — Much  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer;  the 
effect  is  a  saving  to  the  Parish. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Overseer ;  the 
effect  of  the  latter  has  been  very  beneficial.  I 
am  a  great  advocate  for  both  in  the  Country. 

33. — The  Church wai'dens  and  Overseers. 

33.— The  Vestry  decides. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  according  to 
a  valuation  of  the  Parish  by  Surveyors. 

31. — The  Vestry,  as  regards  the  Poor  Rate. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  decide  all 
those  matters,  except  any  case  arises,  on  which 
they  think  it  necessary  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Parish ;  then  they  call  a  Vestry,  and  are  go- 
verned by  its  decision. 

35, — We  have  a  permanent  Overseer;  he  interferes 
only  in  the  distribution  of  the  Poor's  Rate,  when 
levied,  not  in  deciding  its  amount,  except  he 
reports  to  the  Vestry  when  his  fund  is  exhausted, 
and  when  he  requires  another  Rate.    We  have 
about  five  Rates  in  the  year. 

36. — Diminishing  ;  and  I  attribute  to  the  great  ex- 
pence  of  the  Poor  and  the  sudden  and  unex- 
ampled depressions  in  stock  and  produce  since 
the  Peace :  I  believe  the  Farmers  in  general 
have  very  little  capital. 

36. — Diminishing,  I  fear.    I  cannot  answer  for  the 
cause. 

37. — In  every  instance,  where  the  Labourer  can  get 
work,  and  is  properly  remunerated,  I  think  that 
he  is  as  willing  and  industrious  as  ever. 

37. — Equally  good. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  4  q 
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County  of  Wilts — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WARMINSTER.  (3) 

W  H  I  T  E  P  A  R  I  S  H.  (3) 

Wm.  Daniell, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Geo.  Lawrence,  J.  P., 

and  one  of  the  Select  Vestry. 

28. — No. 

28. — The  unemployed  Labourers  are  proportioned  out 

to  tlie  Farmers  who  eiTiploy  3  able  Labourers  or  Hoys  in 
proportion  for  every  100/.  they  are  rated  at. 

yi/. — i\o. 

 pJo  nistinrtinii  ■  thpvp  nro  vprv  fpw  <iinnrlp  IVTpn 

30. — About  6s.  8d.,  reckoning  by  the  survey  calcu- 
lations, wliich  is  supposed  to  be  about  two  thirds  of  the  real 
valuation. 

30. — The  Rates  are  generally  7  in  the  year,  about  Bs. 
in  the  pound  on  the  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — The  increase  to  Lady-day  was  about  140/.,  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  an  Assistant  Overseer.  Effect 
beneficial. 

32. —  We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer; the  latter  is  considered  of  great  service,  as  we  have 
always  the  benefit  of  an  experienced  Person. 

33. — The  Vestry,  at  their  monthly  Meetings. 

33. — When  the  Parochial  Funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Assistant  Overseers  are  nearly  expended,  a 
general  Vestry  of  the  Parish  is  called,  and 
application  made  to  the  Magistrates  to  sanction 
a  new  Rate. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  the  As- 
sessment, but  it  is  agreeably  to  a  plan,  and  to 
the  extent  which  is  consented  to  by  the  Parish 
in  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — The  Rates  are  raised  accordin";  to  a  valuation 
of  the  whole  Parish,  made  about  20  years  ago 
by  a  regular  Surveyor,  who  was  paid  for  that 
purpose. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  the  As- 
sessment for  the  Poor  and  for  tlie  County  Rate; 
and    they  also  make  all  their  disbursements 
subject  to  the  inspection  and  control  of  the 
monthly  Vestries,  before  whom  the  whole  is 
regularly  laid. 
The  disbursements  are  afterwards  printed  by  order 
of  the  Vestry,  and  circulated  throughout  the 
Parish. 

35. — Unless  on  a  sudden  emergency,  where  there  is 
not  time  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry,  the 
Overseers  seldom  interfere  with  the  Assistant 
Overseer.  A  Select  Vestry,  which  regulates 
the  expenditure,  meets  once  a  fortnight.  The 
Select  Vestry  differs  in  name  only  from  a  ge- 
neral Vestry,  as  the  same  persons  attend. 

36.— 

36. — The  agricultural  capital  is  certainly  diminishing: 
there  is  a  very  great  diffieulty  to  procure  sub- 
stantial tenants  for  vacant  Farms  in  this  dis- 
trict. 

37.— 


37. — The  generality  of  the  Labourers  are  supposed  to 
be  worse  workmen  than  formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  WORCESTER— cow/mMcr/. 


ANSWERS. 


ARELEY  REGIS.  (3) 

BENGEWORTH.  (i) 

Abraham  T«r«er,  in  concurrence  with  theresident  Gentlemen. 
John  Beaman,  Permanent  Overseer. 

B.  Worhman, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — Not  apportioned.                                 J-  B. 

28. — No. 

^it, — JNone.                                               t/»  -L** 

A.  T. 

29. — None. 

30. — \0d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent.             J.  B. 

30. — About  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound ;  estimated  at  about 

four  fifths  of  Rack-rent :  6d.  on  land  and  4d.  on  houses. 

31. — The  same;  and  3  Rates  in  the  year  have  been  the 
number  for  the  last  7  or  8  years.           J.  B. 

31. — They  have  not  increased. 

act       XT/-.                                                                          T  Ti 

32.— W^e  have  Guardians. 

33. — When  a  levy  is  wanted,  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers  make  an  Assessment,  which  is  regu- 
larly proclaimed  at  Church.                J.  B. 

33. — The  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  acting  under  the  33 
Geo.  3.  c.  35. 

34. — An  Assessment  of  the  property  in  this  Parish  was 
made  about  a  dozen  years  ago  by  a  Land  Sur- 
veyor, which  rate  has  been  invariably  followed. 

J.  B. 

34. — Tiie  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  viho  make 
the  Poor's  Rate,  and  the  Mayor  and  select  few 
of  the  Corporation,  who  make  the  other. 

35. — The  Officers  have  all  equal  influence.      J.  B. 

35.— 

j 

36. — In  this  Parish  the  amount  has  continued  the  same. 

A.  T. 

36. — The  Farmers  tell  us  that  it  is  decreasing,  and  that 
decrease  arises,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the 
burthen  of  the  Poor  Rates,  which  are  always 
certain,  while  seasons  and  the  price  of  produce 
are  fluctuating. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourer  is  much  upon  a  par, 
though  it-is  always  excited  by  increase  of  wages. 

A  T. 

37. — There  dtses  not  appear  to  be  much  difference. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Pakt  III.  4  Q  2 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BROADWAY.  (3) 

C  L  A  I  N  E  S.                (1  &  3) 

Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  Bart.  Stephen  Savage,  Overseer,  and 
two  other  Gentlemen.    James  Stockford,  33,  34,  65. 

jR.  r.  Jackson, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — No  apportionment. 

28. — None  so  apportioned. 

2y, — None,  when  employ ecl  Dy  inuivuiuais,  oul  iucil  ib  a 
distinction  if  they  apply  to  the  Overseers  for 
work. 

Parish  pays  them  according  to  their  Family. 

30. — Eleven  Rates  at  Gd.  in  the  pound  per  annum, 
according  to  a  valuation. 

30. — The  last  year  3s.  in  the  pound  upon  two  thirds 
value. 

31. — Increased  about  100/. 

31. — Increased  about  one  sixth  in  the  last  year:  the 
first  4  years  much  alike. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    Only  2  Overseers. 

32. — Yes,  a  Select  Vestry  ;  not  well  attended. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  Vestry  as- 
sembled.                                       J' s. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  at  a  general 
Parish  Meeting. 

34. — Every  Parish  has  a  valuation  made  of  all  property 
comprised  in  it,  which  remains  a  standard  Rate 
for  years,  unless  quashed  by  appeal ;  the  Church- 
wardens, &c.  taking  care  to  rate  any  new  build- 
in"^,  &c.  according  to  the  scale  of  the  old  Rate. 

J.  s. 

34. — The  Parish  was  assessed  about  1 0  years  since  at 
6(1.  in  the  pound  on  two  thirds  of  the  annual 
value,  and  we  have  about  5  or  6  such  Rates  in 
the  year. 

35. — A  Vestry  is  holden  regularly  each  month  for  the 
purpose  of  transacting  the  Parish  business,  which 
is  principally  done  by  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers.  Every  person  rated  of  course  attend  if 
they  choose.                                           «/•  S. 

35. — The  Overseers  seldom  interfere  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Rates,  which  is  done  by  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Parishioners  at  a  General  Parish  Meeting, 
pursuant  to  public  notice  given  in  the  Church 
the  Sunday  preceding  when  the  last  is  all  or 
nearly  expended. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  not  on  account  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  which  rather  tend  to  keep  capital  in  the 
Parish ;  but  because  the  great  Landowners  spend 
less  in  the  Parish,  by  carrying  the  great  bulk  of 
their  income  annually  to  London,  where  it  ac- 
cumulates in  the  hands  of  usurers  and  stock-job- 
bers, and  consequently  docs  not  return  to  the 
Parish  with  the  siime  rapidity  nor  in  the  same 
proportion  as  it  is  drawn  out  ot  it. 

36. — Diminishing,  from  want  of  remunerating  prices; 
the  labour! nji  classes  not  being  able  to  con- 
sume  enough  to  satisfy  their  own  wants,  the 
Farmer  finds  no  market.  The  land  is  daily 
becoming:  more  exhausted. 

37. — Diminishing.  They  do  not  come  to  work  so  early 
in  the  day,  and'  they  leave  off'  earlier  in  the 
evening.  They  say  that,  "  if  they  did  more 
work,  there  would  soon  be  none  left  for  them 
to  do." 

37. — Very  much  worse,  and  likely  to  continue  so;  the 
Farmers  not  keeping  Servants  in  the  house, 
they  are  not  so  welfclothed  or  fed;  they  fre- 
quent the  public-house  more;  they  are  not 
willing,  from  want  of  encouragement,  nor  able 
to  work  as  formerly- 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  Tything  in  the  Parish  of  CLAINES.  (l) 

DUDLEY.  (3) 

Charles  Doxvding, 

Overseer. 

Thos.  Shorthouse, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — No  difference,  if  equally  good  workmen. 

29. — None. 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32.— 

32. — 

33.— 

33. — The  Parish  Officers  make  as  many  Rates,  and. 
get  them  allowed  in  the  usual  way  by  the 
Magistrates,  whenever  wanted  for  the  relief  of 
the  Poor. 

34.— 

S't. — The  amount  is  settled  by  the  Assessment  which 
was  made  by  a  surveyor  appointed  by  the  In- 
habitants in  Vestry  assembled ;  and  in  the  in- 
dividual instances  of  alteration  and  chanjie  of 

• 

occupation,  the  amount  of  new  Rate  is  settled 
by  the  Parish  Officers  as  these  instances  occur; 
and,  in  case  of  necessity,  by  reference  to  a 
surveyor. 

35.— 

35. — There  is  no  Select  Vestry;  and  the  Inhabitants 

^c;lJciallV  UU  JlUt  iillcllclC  ill  Lilt;  lUdLLci . 

36. — The  Hamlet  not  being  agricultural,  we  cannot, 
with  any  accuracy,  answer  this. 

36. — Rapidly  diminishing;  partly  attributable  to  the 
unequal  bearing  of  the  Poor's  Rate  upon  the 
land;  which  will  always  be  the  case  till  the 
Rate  upon  the  Landlord  of  small  houses  is 
made  imperative.  If  left  to  the  Vestry,  in  Pa- 
rishes where  there  are  a  great  number  of  small 
houses,  the  owners  will  always  outvote  the  landed 
interest. 

37. — Not  so  much  as  formerly  inclined  to  labour,  but 
ability  thereto  increased. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourer  here  is  very  much 
on  the  decline:  the  reason  is,  if  he  exert  him- 
self to  the  uttermost,  he  cannot  find  sufficient 
employment  at  wages  to  maintain  his  Family,  if 
it  is  large;  and  he  is  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
Parish. 

(B.)— PartIIL  42  3 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ALL  SAINTS,  EVESHAM.  (1) 

SAINT  LAWRANCE,  EVESHAM.  (i) 

Charles  Burliwham, 

Overseer. 

Wm.  Paine,  Overseer. 

Rich.  Richardson,  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — Generally.  ^ 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

29. — None. 

Ix). — JNone. 

30. — 35.  6d.  in  the  pound  per  annum,  two  thirds  of  the 
actual  Rent. 

30. — 25.  6d.  in  the  pound  per  year. 

SI. — Diminished. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time 
being. 

33. — No  sum  of  money  fixed.    When  the  Overseers 
have  occasion  for  money,  they  make  a  Rate,  get 
it  siizned  by  the  Magistrates,  and  collect  it. 

R.R. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — Every  one  pays  in  proportion  to  the  property 
they  occupy.                                    W.  P. 

R.B. 

35.— 

35. — No  Vestry  ;  but  the  Overseers  principally  take  the 
flrtino"  nart  in  the  above  matters.           IV.  P. 

j                                                                                                        S.  M. 

i 

36. — Rather  diminishing,  from  causes  unconnected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  not  affected  by  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Much  the  same. 

37. — Industry  is  not  increasing;  but  Workmen  are 
equally  good  as  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HANLEY  CASTLE. 


(1) 


Thos.  Smith, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — No  apportionment. 


HARTLEBURY. 

George  While, 
Overseer. 


(3) 


28. — Not  apportioned. 


29. — The  ability  of  the  party  makes  the  only  dis- 
tinction. 


29. — None. 


30. — Rates  are  made  upon  two  thirds  of  real  value. 


SO. — '2s.  \d.  at  two  thirds  full  value. 


31. — A  very  trifling  difference. 


31.— No. 


32. — Both ;  by  which  the  wants  of  the  Poor  are  better 
provided,  and  the  Parish  saved  unnecessary  ex- 
pence. 


32. — Both  :  beneficial. 


33. — The  Payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 


S^, — It  is  decided  by  a  general  and  equal  Rate,  made 
specially  a  few  years  ago,  with  the  general  con- 
currence and  approbation  of  the  Parish. 


35. — Determined  at  Vestry  Meetings  of  the  Parish. 


36. 


37. 


33. — When  the  Overseer  wants  Money  for  the  Poor, 
he  applies  to  the  Rate-payers,  at  a  Meeting, 
for  a  new  levy,  which  is  granted  of  course. 


34.— It  is  decided  by  an  Assessment  upon  an  inclosure 
valuation,  made  about  15  years  ago. 


35.— 


36. — I  have  seen  no  material  difference  for  the  last  7 
years. 


37. — I  see  no  material  difference. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 


4  2  4 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HOLT,  including  LITTLE  WITLEY  Hamlet.  (3) 

John  Foley, 

Kector,  j.  r. 

KING'S  NORTON.  (2) 

P.  M.  James, 

Late  Overseer. 

28. — No. 

28. — 

29. — i\0. 

29. — None. 

30, — About  25.  in  the  pound  Rack-rent. 

30.— 

31. — The  Rates  have  rather  increased,  but  not  the 

expenditure  for  the  Poor.     Quarter  Rates  are  every  year 
increasing. 

31.— 

32.  We  have  no  Select  Vestry.    As  a  Magistrate,  I 

wish  there  were  none  in  the  county. 

32. — 

33, — A  meeting  is  held  every  month,  when  the  accounts 
of  the  preceding  month  are  submitted,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
Parish  is  discussed  and  determined.  Unanimity 
prevails  in  all  Parish  transactions. 

33. — Four  Overseers  are  chosen  annually  by  2  or  more 

Justices  from  among  the  resident  Houseliolders  paying  the 
Poor  Assessment.  These,  with  2  Churchwardens,  constitute 
the  6  Overseers  for  the  Parish.  The  power  of  making  the 
Rate  belongs  to  these  6  Overseers,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 
The  concurrence  of  the  Inhabitants,  either  in  Vestry  or  other- 
wise, is  not  necessary. 

34.— 

34. — The  Rate  is  made  on  all  the  rateable  Inhabitants, 

in  equal  proportion,  according  to  tiieir  respective  property  or 
possessions.  A  record  of  the  survey  and  valuation  of  the  Parish, 
showing  the  rental,  is  preserved  at  the  Workhouse,  for  the  use 
of  the  Overseers  and  Inhabitants  generally;  and  the  Rate  is 
made  upon  this  valuation  and  rental,  and  upon  no  other.  Two 
or  more  Justices  may  (54  G.  3.  c.  170,),  on  proof  of  inability  to 
pay,  and  with  consent  of  the  Overseers,  exonerate  poor  persons 
from  payment  of  the  Rate  ;  and  this  is  the  practice  here. 

35.— 

35. — The  Rate  is  made  by  the  Overseer.«,  according  to 
the  demands  made  upon  them  for  the  relief  of 
tlie  rcor.  llie  amount  to  be  paid  by  each 
Rate-payer  is  determined  by  the  rental  book, 
referred  to  in  the  Answer  to  Query  34. 

36. — I  cannot  answer  the  question.    The  Poor  Laws 
can  have  little  to  do  either  with  the  increase  or 
diminution. 

36. — It  is  decreasing,  from  causes  independent  of  the 
Poor  Laws.    Some  of  the  effects  are,  dii^charge 
of  Labourers,  reduction  of  wages,  difficulty  of 
collecting  Poor  Rates,  objection  to  tithes,  8cc. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  much  the  same  as  formerly  in 
this  Parish,  where  there  are  no  beer  shops.  In 
>^          other  Parishes  in  the  Worcester  District,  where 
they  abound,  the  reverse,  I  fear,  is  the  case. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  industrious,  and  are  good 
workmen  ;  better  taught,  and  therefore  better 
workmen;  good  husbands,  kind  fathers,  and 
loyal  subjects,  except  when  goaded  by  poverty 
into  discontent. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Worcester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


0  M  B  E  R  S  L  E  Y.  (3) 

PERSHORE,  HOLY  CROSS.  (.'3) 

Charles  Amnhlett,')          ,  , 
T)-  u     I  /-•    w       }•  Cliurchvvarclens. 

77/0,9.  Woodward,  Churchwarden.    Thos.  Glasshrook,  (Overseer. 
tr  uiitr  J.  a^cuf  /vbbisiani  ijverseer,  on  ocnair  oi  riyc  oi  iiic  l  unsii  Ulnccrs. 

2S. — Occupiers  employ  Labourers  at  their  discretion. 

28.— 

■  ■■  "NTn  Hi^tinptinn 

29  None. 

30. — \s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 4s.  in  the  poimd.                     T.  W.    T.  G. 

3L — Nearly  stationary ;  rather  decreasing  than  other- 
wise. 

31. — Increased.                               T.  W.     T.  G. 

32. — Both ;  and  the  effect  has  been  very  salutary. 

Tlie  Select  Veslry,  composed  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  pay 
great  attention  to  the  general  management  of  the  Poor,  and 
give  very  general  satisfaction. 

32  Under  the  Art  99  dpo  nr           T  TV     T  r4 

33. — The  Accounts  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are 
examined  and  settled  regularly  every  quarter  of 
a  year  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Rate-payers, 
when  a  Rate  for  the  ensuing  quarter  is  generally 
made,  which  Rate  is  always  in  proportion  to  the 
current  expenses. 

33. — The  Visitor  and  Guardians  appointed  under  22 
and  41  George  in.  meet    every  month  and 
examine  the  accounts ;  and  when  a  Rate  is 
wanting,  notice  is  given  to  the  Overseers  to 
collect  it  and  pay  it  to  the  Treasurer. 

34. — In  1821  a  general  Assessment  was  made  of  the 
Parish  by  the  Inclosure  Commissioners,  which 
Rate  has  been  occasionally  altered  as  new  houses 
have  been  built  or  the  property  otherwise  im- 
proved, which  alterations  have  been  usually 
made  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  Rate-payers. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  generally  at- 
tend all  the  Vestries,  but  they  do  not  take  a 
more  active  part  in  the  proceedings  than  ordi- 
nary paymasters. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,   with  the 
Guardians,  decide  these  matters. 

36. —  Stationary. 

36. — Diminishing.    The  Poor  Laws  are  very  oppres- 
sive.                                              fV.  P. 

37. — Their  industry  is  rather  diminishing,  but  their 
mode  of  work  is  superior  to  what  it  was  formerly. 

37. — About  the  same.                                 W.  P. 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III.  4  r 
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County  of  Worcester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


(3)  PERSHORE  Division,  containing  66  Parishes. 


Thomas  Marriott,  Major  General  &  J.P. 


28  


29. — None,  if  of  equal  ability. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — A  Rate  is  levied  as  it  is  wanted  by  the  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  or  a  majority  of  them,  and  allowed  by 


34 . — The  Rate  is  levied  upon  all  rateable  property.  Each  Overseer  hands  his  Rate-book  over  to  his  successor 
If  parties  cannot  agree  upon  an  arrangement,  appeal  is  had  to  the  Quarter  Sessions,  or  the  parish 
annually. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Churchwardens  decide  these  matters.    The  Vestry  annually  examine  and  pass 
Magistrates,  and  are  occasionally  convened  to  deliberate  upon  appeals  against  pauper  removals. 


36. — Capital  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  increase  under  present  difficulties,  neither  can  it  be  much  worse 
possess  only  the  stock,  live  and  dead,  upon  their  farms,  and  I  also  think  that  many  are  insolvent.  I 
agricultural  capital  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — Industry  is  stationary.  If  employed  by  the  day,  they  work  as  little,  and  if  by  the  piece,  not  more,  I 
Three  of  them  would  not  do  near  the  work  in  a  day  performed  by  two  in  more  northern  counties. 
8  A.M.,  take  nearly  an  hour  and  a  half  for  dinner,  and  leave  off  at  6  p.m.  If  their  wages  seldom 
tivate  a  garden  and  attend  a  pig. 


Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


-     PERSHORE  Division.  (3) 

STANFORD.  (3) 

1  nomas  MarTiolt,  Major  oeiieral  ac  J.i  . 

John  Moore. 

28.— 

29. — None  whatever. 

30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  on  one  fourth  of  Rack  Rent. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — Neither. 

two  Macristrates. 

33. — The  amount  is  decided  on  at  the  several  periods 
when  it  becomes  necessary,  by  the  Overseer,  the 
Churchwarden,  and  principal  Rate-payers  in 
Parish  Meeting  assembled. 

in  the  office,  until  some  objection  is  made  to  the  Rate, 
is  revalued  by  a  Surveyor.    Parishes  ought  to  be  rated 

34. — This  is  decided  by  a  Rate  made  many  years  ago, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  premises  occupied 
by  each  Rate-payer. 

the  accounts  preparatory  to  their  being  signed  by  the 

35. — It  is  a  small  parish,  having  only  one  Overseer 

1               /~iL          L             1                  All            •  1 

and  one  Churchwarden.    All  parish  matters  are 
decided  by  them  with  the  assistance  of  the  prin- 
cipal Rate-payers  at  a  Vestry  Meeting. 

than  it  is  at  present,    I  think  nine  tenths  of  Farmers 
cannot  attribute  the  diminution  or  total  absence  of 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  in  consequence  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

should  say,  than  those   of  any  county  in  England. 
They  seldom  go  to  work,  even  in  Summer,  befoi-e 
exceed  Is.  Qd,  a  day,  they  have  sufficient  time  to  cul- 

37. — About  the  same  as  formerly. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  HI.  4  r  2 
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County  of  Worcester — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STONE.  (3) 

TARDEBIGG,  Woucester  &  Warwick.  (3) 

John  JmplUett, 

Churchwarden. 

John  Clayton, 

wiiiL-idiiiig  iTJiuiaLci  UL  AvcuuiLL>iiy  itiiu  \.^iicii riiidll  Of  OCICCC  vestry. 

28. — Labourers  are  engaged  according  to  the  Farmers' 
finances  or  inclination.     Some  have  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  others. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

OQ  "Mnnf  if  pnimllv  able,  but  a  Dreference  is  ffiven  to 

the  married  Man  on  account  of  his  family. 

29   None 

30. — 8s.  in  the  pound  upon  half  value,  collected  by  2s. 
Rates. 

30. — 4s.  in  the  pound  upon  rack  rent. 

31. — As  near  the  same  as  possible. 

31. — Increased;  owing  to  an  increase  of  County  Rates, 

from  prosecuting  rioters,  and  from  expence  owing  to  Typhus 
Fever. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — Both  ;  and  they  are  very  beneficial :  the  Assistant 

Overseer,  from  tlie  permanency  of  his  situation,  being  better 
acquainted  with  the  wants  and  habits  of  the  Paupers.  The 
Vestry  is  a  necessary  check  on  his  expenditure. 

33. — The  Vestry  grant  the  Overseers  a  Rate  as  the 
necessities  of  the  poor  require. 

33. — The  accounts  for  that  part  of  the  Parish  of 

Tardebigg  situate  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  including  the 
chapelry  of  Redditch  and  tlie  liberties  of  Bentley  and  Webheath, 
are  audited  by  the  Select  Vestry  once  a  fortnight,  and  when  the 
money  raised  by  one  levy  is  nearly  expended,  another  is  ordered 
to  be  collected,  according  to  a  rate  made  in  1821,  at  5d.  in  the 
pound  upon  three  fourths  value  of  land,  and  two  thirds  real  value 
of  houses.   Tlie  number  of  levies  varies  with  the  expenditure. 

34. — In  1816  the  property  in  this  parish  was  valued, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Rate  equal,  wliich  was 
then  levied  upon  one  third  of  the  full  value.  Since 
then  when  any  new  buildings  or  improvements  have 
been  introduced  they  are  rated  by  the  Overseers  and 
Churchwardens.    In  fact  they  are  supposed  to  make 
the  Rate  afresh  every  time  it  is  granted,  and  there- 
fore to  be  the  parties  deciding  what  amount  shall  be 
contributed  by  each  Rate-payer. 

34. — The  amount  of  payment  for  each  Rate-payer  is 
regulated  by  the  number  of  levies  required, 
according  to  the  aforesaid  assessment,  ordered 
by  the  Select  Vestry,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Magistrates. 

35. — When  the  Overseer  needs  supplies  he  calls  a 
Vestry  to  shew  he  has  disbursed  his  last  levy,  or 
nearly  so,  when  they  allow  him  another,  and  so 
on. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  alone  decides  on  all  these 
matters,  the  Overseers  only  collecting  the  levies. 

36. — Greatly  diminished  and  diminishing,  but  by  no 
means  attributable  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Thought  to  be  diminishing,  but  not  in  any  mate- 
rial degree  attributable  to  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — I  fear  the  industry  of  the  Labourer  is  declining,  in 
consequence  of  his  independence  in  supporting 
Jiis  Family  by  his  labour  being  insufficiently 
supported,  whereby  he  is  driven  to  the  Parish 
pay-table.    He  is  ill-fed  and  spirit  fallen,  and 
his  Children,  from  being  ill-fed  when  young, 
must  be  a  puny  race,  not  even  so  stout  and 
robust  as  himself. 

37. — It  is  supposed  to  be  diminishing,  the  Labourers 
being  less  efficient  than  formerly  in  general 
labour. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Worcester  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  I  C  H  E  N  F  O  R  D.  (3) 

Y  A  R  D  L  E  Y.  (3) 

James  Blissett, 

Overseer. 

Samuel  Thornton, 

Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned. 

28.— No. 

29.— None. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30.— About  15  per  cent,  upon  Rack  Rent.  From  Lady- 
day  to    Michaelmas  1833  were  expended   five    levies  of 
£27.  13.  O^..  amounting  to  £1S8.  S.  2^. 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound  upon  value. 

31. — They  have  increased. 

31. — No  difference. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

33.— 

33. — The  Parishioners  in  Public  Vestry  assembled. 

34.— 

34. — The  Parishioners  assembled  in  Public  Vestry. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Public  Vestry  jointly  decide 

Llit^oC  illcLllciba 

36. — Agricultural  capital  has  assuredly  diminished. 

36. — Capital  not  increasing  ;  it  is  not  affected  by  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — The  Labourers  perform  the  work  nearly  the  same 
as  they  have  for  years  past,  though  they  are 
somewhat  indifferent  about  their  work,  because 
if  their  service  is  not  approved  of  they  imme- 
diately apply  to  a  Magistrate  for  relief. 

3*7. — Lidustry  is  certainly  not  increasing,  and  they  are 
not  better  workmen. 

i 
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County  of  YORK,  EAST  RlDmG  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BEVERLEY  ST.  MARY.  (1) 

HORNSEA.  (3) 

W.  n.  Gilby,  Visitor. 
John  Brigham  &  John  Duncan  Dawson,  cnurcnwaraens, 

28.— 

A.  IV.  Eyre,  Vicar. 
28.  — Few  or  none. 

oQ     "Wz-ktip  in  this  town.                 JV.  R,  G.    J»  B> 
Agricultural  Labourers,   being   nrarried  Men, 
obtain  the  best  wages,  and  hence  the  numerous 
early  marriages.                              J-  D.  D. 

29.— None. 

30.  From  3s.  to  4s.  in  the  pound  upon  about  three 

fourths  of  Rack  Rent.           W.  E.  G.  J.  B. 

30. — About  3s.  in  the  pound  upon  Rack  Rent. 

3].  Decreased,  but  owing  to  a  balance  in  hand  from 

the  settlement  of  the  preceding  year's  account. 

W.  R.G.    J.  B. 

3L — A  good  deal  increased. 

^9     Wp  Invp  n  Committee  who  assist  the  Visitor  and 
Guardians  ;  very  beneficial.  IV.  R.G.  J.B. 

32. — No. 

33.— Four  Churchwardens,  elected  by  the  parish,  and 
two  Overseers   appointed   by  the  Magistrates 
annually;  all  persons  of  some  standing  in  the 
parish,  and  from  the  higher  class  of  tradesmen. 
^  J.D.D. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  principal  Inhabitants. 

34.  Some  years  ago  the  wliole  property  of  the  parish 

was  valued.    When  any  alteration  from  that 
valuation,    or  improvment,    takes  place,  the 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers  revalue  the  sanie. 

J.  D.  D. 

34. — It  is  decided  proportionally  with  the  value  of  the 
respective  lands,  &c.  in  the  Parish,  estimated  by 
a  valuation  made  at  the  time  of  the  Inclosure, 
about  28  years  ago.  New  houses  or  other  pro- 
perty is  correspondingly  valued  by  the  Overseers 
and  principal  Inhabitants. 

35, — There  is  no  Vestry ;  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers are  the  only  persons  who  interfere. 

J.  D.  D. 

i 
j 

35. — The  Overseers  and  principal  Inhabitants  jointly 
determine  the  amount  to  be  collected,  and  the 
expenditure  is  superintended  by  the  Overseers. 
The  accounts  are  annually  passed  in  Vestry,  and 
allowed  by  Magistrates. 

36. — Not  applicable  to  this  Parish.     W.  R.  G.    J.  B. 
Much  depreciated,  and  continues  to  diminish. 
The  Poor  Laws  operate  against  agricultural 
capital.                                         J.  D.  D. 

36. — Has  generally  diminished. 

3*7. — We  are  not  aware  of  any  material  difference. 

W.  R.  G.    J.  B. 
Agricultural  Labourers  are  much  less  industrious 
from  the  miserable  state  they  are  reduced  to  by 
low  wages,  together  with  aid  from  the  Poor 
Rates.    Mechanical  Labourers  are  not  less  in- 
dustrious ;  they  are  more  scientific  and  skilful. 

J.  D.  D. 

37. — Much  as  usual. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (East  Aiding) — continued. 


A  N  S  VV  E  II 8. 


L  E  V  E  N.  (3) 

PRESTO  N.  (3) 

George  Sampson,  Rector, 
Thomas  fVldting,  Overseer. 

William  Garnett, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28. — Not  apportioned.                                 T.  W. 

28. — The  Labourers  are  employed  as  suits  the  Farmers; 
hence  some  employ  above  their  proportion,  and 
otiiers  none.  This  often  causes  quarrelling  in  the 
Parish. 

29. — No  distinction.                                    T.  W. 

29. — None. 

30. — Average  of  the  last  five  years,  25.  in  the  pound 
upon  two  thirds  of  Rack  Rent.             T.  W. 

30. — 3s.  at  Rack  Rent. 

31. — I  believe  rather  decreased  last  year.           T.  W. 

31.— Increased  .^285.  3.  10. 

32.— None.                                                T.  W. 

o-s. — -rt-  oeiect  vestiy  nas  been  tormecl  10  years;  it  is 

supposed  to  have  upon  the  whole  benefited  the  Parish.  An 
Assistant  Overseer  has  been  appointed  in  consequence  of  the 
increase  of  the  poor  ;  the  result  is  yet  to  he  ascertained. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  poor  calculate  how  much 
will  in  all  probability  be  wanted.  G. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Assistant  Overseer,  subject  to 
the  approbation  of  the  Select  Vestry  and  the 
Parishioners  at  large. 

34. — The  parish  was  valued  by  a  competent  person 
appointed  by  the  parish,  and  upon  that  valua- 
tion each  person  is  rated  according  to  his  occu- 
pation.                                            G.  S. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  the  value  of 
his  property  occupied,  which  value  is  ascertained 
by  competent  persons. 

35. — A  valuation  is  made  of  each  parish,  and  the  Over- 
sfprs  of  tnp  nnnr  ipvv  tnp  Ratp  nnfl  pollppf  np- 
cording  to  the  valuation.  Where  there  is  a 
Select  Vestry  the  Overseers,  Churchwardens, 
and  persons  forming  such  Vestry,  levy  the  Rate 
conjointly,  according  to  such  valuation.   G.  S. 

35. — Equally. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  bad  seasons  and  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  protecting  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  corn.                            G.  S. 

36.— 

37. — No  perceptible  difference.                       G.  5. 

37.— 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  York  (East  Riding)  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


P  A  T  R  I  N  G  T  O  N.  (3) 


William  Little,  Churchwarden. 

28. — No  apportionment. 


29. — No  distinction. 


30.  4s.  in  the  pound;  Land  at  four  fifths  annual  value ;  buildings  at  three  fourths. 


31. — Rather  less. 


32. — Both.    The  Select  Vestry  is  not  very  well  attended  ;  without  the  latter,  the  Parish  business  could  hardly 
ffo  on  a  week. 


33  A  few  days  prior  to  the  25th  March  in  each  year  a  General  Parish  Meeting  is  held  to  choose  new 

Overseers,  and  examine  and  pass  the  accounts  of  the  then  present  Officers ;  at  the  same  time  a  new  Rate 
is  made  for  the  year,  with  an  understanding  that  it  is  to  be  collected  quarterly. 


34, — A  Commissioner's  valuation  of  Land  was  made  in  1799,  and  the  buildings  were  rated  by  a  general  Com- 
mittee of  Rate-payers  in  1829.  New  erections  are  proportionably  valued  and  rated  ;  these  valuations  are 
considered  to  be  fair  at  the  present  time. 


35. — Necessary  alterations  are  usually  made  or  allowed  at  a  General  Meeting,  consequently  the  Rate  may  be  said 
to  be  raised  and  administered  by  the  whole  Parish. 


36. — Decreasing;  and  certainly  the  Poor  Laws,  or  rather  the  mal-administration  of  them,  have  contributed  not  a 
little  towards  it.  Every  Rate-payer  is  paying  a  heavy  tax  under  them,  from  which  he  receives  no  return 
(except  amended  roads).  Had  that  money,  which  is  nearly  thrown  away,  been  judiciously  applied  to  the 
soil,  it  would  not  have  been  deteriorated  and  running  backwards  in  the  same  ratio  the  farmers'  finances  are. 


3T. — The  Labourers  are  not  less  industrious  when  duly  encouraged  than  they  were  fifty  years  ago,  and  they  are 
in  general  much  hardier  and  better  workmen.  By  inclosing  the  open  fields  they  are  now  become  expert 
in  hedge  and  ditch  making,  of  which  they  were  before  ignorant.  In  general  they  are  become  expert  in  the 
modern  improved  practice  of  husbandry,  and  most  of  their  old  prejudices  against  improvement  are  nearly 
worn  awav. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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City  and  Ainstey  of  YOllK — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


APPLETON  ROEBUCK  Township  (Bolton 
Percy  Parish).  (3) 

William  Bacchus. 

Overseer. 

ASKHAMBRYAN.  (3) 

William  Gillson,  John  Allan,  Overseers. 
William  Kinler,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — Formerly  they  were  apportioned  at  1  Labourer 
for  every  50/.  of  Rent ;  but  now  not  necessary. 

28. — Labourers  not  apportioned  at  all. 

29. — No  distinction,  as  we  should  consider  it  in  the 
light  of  a  bounty  upon  matrimony. 

29. — JNo  distinction  made. 

30. — 25.  9.d.  in  the  pound  upon  the  Rack-rent. 

30. — About  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

31. — Very  little  difference. 

31. — Increased;  and  have  been  gradually  increasing 
for  several  years  past. 

oz.— lesj  anu  me  enecc  nas  ueeii  idvouitiuie. 

xj  Z(  •         J.  ClI             ly     L  iICi  C    W  do   Cl    lOdC^lf      T  WDLI             UtlL    IL     W  Cl>> 

found  not  to  answer. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Select  Vestry  conjointly. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  in  Vestry,  according  to  the 
estimate  made  by  the  Overseer.           W.  K. 

34. — Each  Rate-payer  pays  according  to  a  valuation 
of  the  Township. 

34. — The  Overseer  is  guided  by  an  existing  valuation 
of  the  land  of  the  Parish  in  apportioning  the 
Rate  to  each  individual.                     W.  K. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  always  go  hand  in 
hand  in  these  matters. 

35. — The  Vestry  decides  the  whole  amount  of  the 
Rate ;  the  Overseer  how  much  each  Rate-payer 
shall  contribute.                               W.  K. 

36.-— 

36. — It  is  certainly  diminished  ;  and  it  is  thought  in  a 
great  measure  attributable  to  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37.— 

37. — The  Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  considerably 
worse  workmen  than  formerly,  from  the  same 
cause,  in  a  great  measure,  mentioned  in  An- 
swer 38. 
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City  and  Ainstey  of  York — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BOLTON  PERCY.  (3) 

HEALAUGH  Township.  (3) 

Henry  Houseman, 

\J  V  Cl  iSCd  • 

William  Bromet, 

Overseer. 

28. — They  were  formerly,  1  Labourer  for  every  501. 
Rent. 

28.— Yes. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made. 

29. — None. 

30. — is.ioi.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — From  55.  to  6s. 

31. — Varied  very  little  for  some  years. 

31. — Increasing. 

CJ^.— i>0. 

32. — No. 

33. — The  Overseers  call  a  Meeting  of  the  principal  In- 
habitants, and  lay  a  Rate  to  cover  the  expen- 
diture of  the  ensuing  quarter. 

33.— 

34,. — The  whole  Township  was  valued  in  the  year 
1798,  and  each  Occupier  pays  according  to  the 
Rate. 

34.— 

55. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry. 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — Agricultural  capital  diminishing  rapidly,  and 
Poor  Rates  increasing. 

37.— 


37. — Much  the  same. 


Answers  to  Questions.]       THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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City  and  Ainstey  of  York — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LONGMARSTON.  (3) 


Thomas  Dagrell, 

Rector. 


28.— No. 


29. — None,  excepting  roundsmen. 


30. — About  3s.  6d.,  and  estimated  at  about  three  fourths. 


31. — About  the  same. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry. 


33. — The  Parishioners,  at  a  monthly  Vestry  Meeting. 


34. — The  Parishioners,  as  many  as  choose  to  attend,  at  the  monthly  Vestry  Meetings. 


35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part. 


36. — Diminishing  generally. 


37' — Upon  the  whole,  it  is  supposed,  they  do  not  so  well  as  formerly ;  chiefly  attributed  to  their  being  rounds* 
men. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III.  4  s  2 
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County  of  YORK  (NORTH  RlT>mG)— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BARMINGHAM  Township.  (3) 

BROUGH  CUM  GIRSBY.  (i) 

Robert  Plunket, 

Rector. 

George  Lister, 

Proprietor. 

28. — According  to  the  Rent. 

28.— 

_  ■ 

29. — None. 

29. — 

30.  Last  year  the  Rates  were  3s.  Gd.  in  the  pound, 

estimated  at  two-thirds  of  the  value. 

30. — About  25.  6d.  per  acre;  4s.  per  acre  in  this 
country  is  considered  high. 

31.  They  have  diminished  about  9</.  in  the  pound. 

3L— 

etn     T'Vioi-rt  Viid  Vippn  a  Select  Vestrv  and  Assistant 

JL  Ilcl        lido     LICCll     cl    kj\-i^^»^     »  ^  J 

Overseer  for  the  last  2  years,  and  in  consequence  the  affairs  of 
the  Parish  are  better  conducted,  and  with  less  trouble. 

■32. — 

33.— The  Vestry. 

33.— 

34  _It  was  decided  2  years  ago  at  a  General  Meeting 
of  the  Rate-payers  in  Barmingham,  that  a  new 
valuation  of  the  entire  township  should  be  made, 
and  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer 
is  determined  according  to  it.  Any  dispute 
arising  from  it  is  referred  to  the  Vestry,  and 
from  them  to  the  Magistrates,  if  necessary. 

34.— 

35,  The  Overseers  collect  as  many  Rates,  according 

to  the  valuation,  as  they  think  necessary  to 
meet  the  expences  of  the  year,  including  Poor 
Rates,  County  Rates,  and  Parish  expences; 
these  are  submitted  to  the  Vestry  every  month, 
and  they  determine  what  relief  is  to  be  afforded 
to  those  seeking  it,  according  to  the  number  of 
their  family,  sickness,  accident,  &c. 

35.— 

- 

36. — It  is  supposed  to  be  diminishing. 

36.— 

37. — Industry  is  generally  supposed  to  be  diminishing, 
and  the  Labourers  to  be  worse  workmen  than 
formerly. 

37.— 

1 

Answers  to  Questions.]        THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (North  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HILDENLEY  Township,  (Apfleton-le-street 
Parish.)  (3) 

HUTTON  BUS  HELL.  (3) 

George  Strickland ,  M.  P. 

Samuel  J.  Byron. 

Henry  Pearson  and  Thomas  Coulson,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — There  is  no  difference  when  employed  by  in- 
dividuals. 

2y. — 25  per  cent,  difference  of  wages  in  favour  of  mar- 
ried Men. 

SC- 

SC- 

SI.— 

SI.— 

S2.— 

32. — 

33. — The  Overseer  and  the  inhabitants. 

33. — The  Overseers  decide  on  the  sum  to  be  raised 

for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  in  each  year.   Whatever  may  be  the 
current  expences,  the  Overseers  lay  a  Rate  or  Rates  upon  the 
Assessment  fixed  by  the  Commissioners  at  the  time  of  the  inclo- 
sures  to  cover  those  expences,  which  they  lay  before  the  Ma- 
gistrates, by  whom,  if  approved  of,  it  is  signed,  and  immediately 
collected.                                             H.  P     T  C 

34. — The  Overseer  and  the  inhabitants. 

34. — The  Overseers  decide  upon  the  amount  of  each 
Rate-payer,  according  to  what  he  or  she  occu- 
pies, whether  house  or  Land.             H.  P. 

T.  C. 

35. — There  are  only  two  houses,  and  no  Church ; 
therefore  no  Vestry  meetings  are  held. 

35. — The  Overseers  decide  generally  in  these  matters, 
there  being  no  regular  Vestry.    When  any 
thing  particular  occurs,  a  meeting  of  the  Pa- 
rishioners is  called;  but  the  decision  is  gener- 
ally left  to  the  Overseers.                   H.  P. 

T.  a 

36. — It  has  greatly  diminished,  not  from  the  operation 
of  the  Poor  Laws  ;  but,  I  think,  from  the  de- 
structive consequences  of  fluctuation  of  prices, 
arising  from  changes  from  peace  to  war,  and 
war  to  peace,  corn  laws,  the  Bank  restriction  act 
of  1797,  and  the  act  for  the  restoration  of  cash 
payments. 

S6\ — Certainly  diminishing;  but  not  from  any  cause 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws. 

37. — This  varies  much,  according  to  the  system  of  ma- 
nagement in  each  Parish :  wherever  the  plan  of  localers  or 
roundsmen,  or  payment  of  wages  out  of  the  Rate,  or  a  Labour 
Rate  have  been  introduced,  there  the  Labourers  are  invariably 
found  to  lose  their  habits  of  industry,  to  become  inattentive  to 
their  work,  relying  upon  the  Overseer  to  support  them  and  their 
Families ;  but  in  all  other  Parishes,  where  such  illegal  practices 
have  not  been  introduced,  excellent  Labourers  are  to  be  found, 
with  no  diminution  of  industry. 

37. — The  Labourers  are  about  as  good  workmen  as 
they  were  formerly. 

P.Z>.  (B.)— Part  in.  4,s3 
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County  of  York  (North  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


INGLEBY  GREENHOW.  (3) 

NORTHALLERTON  Township.  (3) 

James  Goulton, 

Overseer.  ' 

George  Townsend,  M.  A., 

Vicar. 

28. — Not  according  to  either. 

28. — Not  in  any  manner. 

29, — None. 

30. — 2s.  8(1.  per  pound,  estimated  at  one  fourth  below 
the  Rack-rent. 

30. — 9  Rates  at  Gd.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two 
thirds  of  the  Rack-rent.  Farm-houses  are  con- 
sidered part  of  the  Farm. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — They  have  increased  one  Rate. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — A  Vestry  established  by  immemorial  usage ;  with 
an  useful  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — It  is  never,  in  this  Parish,  a  rule  to  decide  before- 
hand wliat  sum  or  sums  are  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the 
Poor  ;  but  the  Overseers  collect  6d.  in  the  pound  upon  the 
Rental  as  often  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  require  ;  and 
the  deficiency  is  made  up  at  the  year's  end  by  an  additional 
Rate  by  the  common  consent  of  the  Parish  at  large.    No  one 

■(■\ofcr»n  11^  tia j^ti /'1 1 1        can  mo/*i*io  l»\r  IhivicoIt 
pci  bull  111  |JaI  LlCUlal  vctll  Uli^Cluc  Uy  lllIIlSclli 

33. — The  Parish  of  Northallerton  comprises  several 

Townships.  In  Northallerton  itself,  the  business  of  the  Town- 
ship is  directed  by  a  Select  Vestry.  On  application  being 
made  to  the  Select  Vestry  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  equal 
Assessments  are  ordered  upon  the  occupiers  of  land  and  tene- 
ments.   In  the  other  Townships  of  Brompton,  Dighton,  and 

Konnarihv  Irpnprjll  TVlpptincrs  of  fhp  T^pricKinnprQ  nprfni-m  tVip 
AifViiiuiii^  V ,                       ^•x^Eviii^^   V7*    LUC  A  allolIlullclA    IJCllullll  Idle 

part  of  the  Select  Vestry. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is 
aWays  decided  according  to  a  regular  valuation 
laid  upon  the  Parish,  and  not  by  any  particular 
person. 

34'. — The  whole  of  the  lands  in  the  Parish,  I  am  in- 
formed, have  been  recently  valued ;  and  the 
Select  Vestry  at  Northallerton,  and  the  General 
Vestry  in  the  other  Townships,  decide  how 
much  should  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer. 

35. — There  is  no  Vestry  in  this  Parish  ;  but  all  matters 
of  the  Parish  are  decided  at  a  public  Meeting 
of  the  whole  Parish,  a  few  days  before  the 
books  are  signed  by  the  Magistrates. 

35. — The  Overseers  attend  the  Meeting  of  the  Vestries, 
to  report  and  be  questioned.  They  do  not  de- 
cide :  the  power  of  Assessment  is  with  the 
Vestry,  though  it  is  understood  that  the 
opinions  of  the  Overseers  materially  influence 
that  decision. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  seriously  diminishing,  but 
we  cannot  attribute  the  cause  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — Diminishing;  but  whether  that  diminution  be 
attributable  to  any  cause  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  we  are  un- 
decided. 

37. — Industry  certainly  does  not  increase. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  has  not  improved. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (North  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


R  E  E  T  H.  (1) 


John  Harland, 

Inhabitant. 


28.- 


29. — None. 


30. — About  4)5.  6d.  on  the  Rack-rent. 


31. — The  same. 


32.  — The  former,  not  the  latter;  the  effect,  a  saving  in  the  amount  of  Poor's  Rates,  and  the  affairs  of  the 

Parish  much  better  managed. 

33.  — At  the  commencement  of  each  year,  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Select 

Vestry,  make  and  collect  an  Assessment  of  25.  in  the  pound ;  and  afterwards,  as  often  as  necessary,  make 
other  Rates  at  l5.  in  the  pound;  due  care  being  taken  that  the  amount  of  the  Assessment  shall,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year,  be  as  nearly  as  possible  equal  to  the  expenditure. 


34. — All  Parochial  Assessments  are  made  from  a  regular  and  fair  valuation  of  all  the  property  in  the  Township, 
so  that  each  Rate-payer  knows  to  a  farthing  the  amount  he  has  to  contribute  to  each  Assessment,  at  what- 
ever rate  such  Assessment  is  made. 


35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  being,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  have  an 
equal  voice  with  the  other  members  of  the  Vestry,  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Poor  and  County  Rates. 


36. — It  is  diminishing  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  (he  lowness  of  the  wages,  and  the  consequent  increase  of 
the  Poor's  Rate,  is  the  principal  cause. 


37. — The  genuine  spirit  of  industry  has  been  annihilated  by  the  facility  of  obtaining  Parochial  assistance. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  York  (North  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STOKESLEY  Parish  and  Neighbourhood.  (3) 


L.  Vernon  Harcomt,  Rector. 
Richd.  F.  Hartley,  33,  34. 


28.— 


29.  There  is  no  difference  made  between  the  married  and  unmarried. 


30. 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — When  money  is  wanted,  application  is  made  by  the  Overseers,  to  2  Magistrates,  for  an  order  to  levy  a 
Rate.  At  the  end  of  each  half-year  a  public  Meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  is  held,  when  the  sums  of  money 
collected  by  them  are  duly  accounted  for :  we  have  usually  4-  Rates  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

R.  F.  H. 


34. — The  Lands  and  tenements  in  the  Parish  were  valued,  a  few  years  ago,  by  persons  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose :  the  Rate  being  always  the  same,  (Is.  in  the  pound  upon  land,  and  6c?.  in  the  pound  upon  houses), 
the  Payers  know  exactly  the  sum  that  will  be  demanded  of  them,  each  time  the  Rate  is  collected.  The 
balance  that  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseer,  at  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office,  is  paid  over  to 
his  successor.  li.  F.  H. 


35.— 


36. — The  amount  of  agricultural  capital  in  the  neighbourhood  is  diminishing,  but  it  cannot  be  attributed  to  the 
administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 


37. — The  Labourers  are  not  supposed  to  be  better  or  woifse  than  formerly. 


Answers  to  Quesdons.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  TOOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (North  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  T  A  R  T  F  0  R  T  H.  (1) 

W  A  T  H.  (1) 

John  Smith,        1  r\ 

lA/  iv  ^  -pl  i  ;  o  }■  Overseers. 

H.  P.  Hamilton, 

Rector. 

28. — None  apportioned. 

28. — The  apportionment  very  rarely  takes  place 
wijcii  iL  uoes,  11  IS  accorumg  to  tne  acreage 
Rent. 

OQ  "NTn  rliflFprpnrp  pvppnf  to  Pniinprc  vvnpn  tnpv  nvp 
paid  according  to  the  number  of  their  Family. 

i  uuiig  ivAeii  die  geneiauy  nneu  uy  tne  year,  or 
part  of  a  year;  and  from  the  age  of  ]8  to  24, 
their  wages  are  from  10/.  to  15/.  For  Married 
Men,  see  No.  10. 

30. — 5s.  per  pound  per  year ;  estimated  at  two  thirds 
Rack-rent. 

30. — The  whole  Rates  average  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  in  the 
pound. 

31. — Increased  Is.  Qd.  per  pound  above  last  year. 

31. — There  has  been  no  material  variation. 

32.  Yes,  both  \  the  effect  a  little  improvement. 

os2.  i\0. 

33. — The  Poor  Rates  are  levied  according  to  the  last 
valuation  in  1819;  and  decided  by  the  Over- 
seers, Churchwardens,  and  a  Vestry  assembled; 
and  allowed  by  two  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  said  Riding;  and  read  in  the 
Parish  Church. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  but  generally  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Parishioners  and  Vestry. 

34. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Vestry  as- 
sembled decide  that  each  Rate-payer  pays 
according  to  the  valuation  for  the  property  they 
occupy.  ^ 

34. — The  same. 

35. — The  Overseers,  Churchwardens,  and  Vestry  as- 
sembled monthly  to  inspect  and  decide  what 
shall  be  done  with  respect  to  the  Parish  affairs. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  understood  to  have  the  right 
of  making  and  altering  the  Rate:  but  in  this 
small  Parish,  disputes  on  this  subject  never 
occur. 

36.— 

36. — Increasing,  as  compared  with  the  last  few  years 
decreasing  most  sensibly,  as  compared  with  the 
year  1818.    The  burden  of  the  Poor  is  too 
light  in  this  Agricultural  District  to  affect  ma- 
terially such  increase  or  diminution. 

37.— 

37. — A  large  proportion  of  our  Labourers  are  as  in- 
dustrious and  as  good  workmen  as  formerly. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III.  4  x 
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County  of  York  (North  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


W  Y  C  L  I  F  F  E.  (2) 

Y  A  R  M.  (3) 

John  Headlam,  Archdeacon,  Rector,  J.  P.,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

M.  Bultcrtxiick, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — No  difference  in  this  respect,  except  as  to  those 
individuals  vvho  depend  upon  the  Parish. 

29. — None  in  this  Parish. 

30.— 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound  upon  a  rental  of  two  thirds  of 
the  annual  value. 

31.— 

31. — They  have  increased,  but  in  a  very  trifling  degree. 

32.— 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer;  theeiiect  has  been  benencial,  and  the  wants 
of  the  deserving  Poor  have  been  better  supplied. 

33. — In  the  smaller  Townships  of  this  neighbourhood, 

which  have  not  Select  Vestries,  the  acting  Overseer  exercises 
his  discretion,  in  laying  and  collecting  a  Rate  for  the  relief  of 
the  Poor,  and  laying  and  collecting  another  when  that  is  ex- 
pended, without  reference  to  any  definite  period  of  the  year. 
Where  there  are  Select  Vestries,  they  usually  meet  weekly  and 
monthly,  according  to  the  urgency  of  their  circumstances,  and 
the  Overseers  act  in  all  things  according  to  their  directions. 

33. — The  General  Vestry. 

34. — Overseers  acting  in  their  own  discretion,  seldom 
make  any  changes  in  the  Rate.  Where  it  is 
necessary  to  alter  the  amount  paid  by  any  Rate- 
paj-er,  the  alteration  is  generally  made  by  Select 
Vestries,  where  they  exist,  or  by  Township 
Meetings. 

34-. — The  General  Vestry. 

.S5. — In  matters  of  routine,  Overseers  act  upon  their 
own  responsibility;  where  Vestries  interfere,  the 
Overseers,  I  apprehend,  only  act  as  other  inhabit- 
ants, except  in  carrying  the  orders  of  the  Vestry 
into  execution. 

35. — The  Select  Vestry  with  the  Overseers  determine 
on  all  applications  for  relief. 

36. — I  consider  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  in 
this  neighbourhood  to  be  now  nearly  stationary. 
Except  in  the  mining  and  manufacturing  Town- 
ships, Rents  and  Rates  have  not  varied  much 
for  a  few  years  last,  and  Farmers  have  been 
more  cautious  in  taking  their  Farms,  so  as  to 
ensure  reasonable  though  not  large  returns  of 
their  capital. 

36. — The  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing, 
but  we  do  not  attribute  such  diminution  to  any 
cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

37. — With  the  exception  of  individuals,  the  industry 
of  the  Labourers  seems  rather  to  have  increased, 
though  they  are  desirous  of  working  for  shorter 
hours;  but  by  increased  skill  and  activity,  they 
are  supposed  to  be  better  Workmen. 

37. — There  is  no  increase  of  industry. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  YORK  (WEST  JllDmG)— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ALDBOROUGH  Township.  (3) 

Richard  Brown, 

Overseer. 

28. — Properly  apportioned,  according  to  the  extent  of 
occupation. 

ALVERTHORPE  with  THORNES  Township, 
(Wakefield  Parish.)  (1) 

James  Tennant, 

Overseer. 

28. — Not  any  Labourers  apportioned. 

29. — There  are  no  unmarried  Labourers,  except  hired 
Sei'vants,  in  the  Township,  and  difference  is 
made  according  to  the  number  of  Children, 

29. — None. 

30. — 2s.  per  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — At  135.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

32. — A  (Select  Vestry;  no  Assistant  Overseer.  Ihe 
effect  good. 

32. —  VVnen  we  liad  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant 
Overseer,  the  expences  were  less.  At  present 
it  is  an  open  Vestry. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  the  Select 
Vestry,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Magistrates. 

33. — The  Overseers  make  a  Rate  generally  of  6s.  in  the 
pound,  from  a  Rate  which  lies  in  the  Town's  Box, 
having  been  made  by  order  of  the  Quarter  Sessions 
in  or  about  the  year  1800.  They  then  get  the 
Churchwardens,  and  a  few  of  the  Rate-payers,  to  sign 
it  along  with  themselves,  take  it  to  the  Magistrates 
to  confirm  or  allow  it,  and  afterwards  give  notice  in 
the  Church  when  it  becomes  collectable. 

34. — According  to  a  valuation  of  the  Township,  the 
Rate  is  laid  at  Gd.  in  the  pound,  and  the  average 
is  four  Rates  a  yeax'. 

34. — It  is  decided  that  each  Rate-payer  pays  according 
to  what  building  or  land  he  may  have  in  pos- 
session at  the  time  the  Rate  is  allowed  by  the 
Magistrates. 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Vestry 
take  part  equally. 

35. — ^This  Question  is  answered  in  the  33d,  except 
when  any  new  erections  take  place;  the  Over- 
seers and  sworn  men,  or  valuers,  put  a  valuation 
upon  the  new  erections,  which  is  added  to  the 
Rate,  and  the  person  so  occupying  it  is  charged 
therewith. 

36. — Cannot  tell. 

36. — Diminishing.  The  Poor  Rate  is  one  cause,  com- 
bined with  other  causes. 

37. — Better  workmen. 

37. — Much  improved  as  workmen. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BARNSLEY  Township,  (Silkstone  Parish.)  (3) 

BATLEY  Township.  (3) 

Thomas  Liddall, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

Luke  Blakeley, 

Churchwarden. 

28. — None. 

28. — Not  so. 

29. — No. 

^y. — i\o  uisiinciion. 

30. — They  run  about  35.  in  the  pound  on  the  Rack- 
rent. 

30. — 7s.  Qd.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  full  value. 

31, — Little  increased. 

31. — Rather  on  the  increase. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Yes,  both  with  a  beneficial  effect. 

33.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
with  the  Select  Vestry. 

34.— 

34  — Each  rate  is  made  by  a  general  valuation  of  the 
whole  Township. 

35.— 

35. — An  estimate  is  made  every  quarter  by  the  Over- 
seers of  what  is  likely  to  be  wanted ;  and  after 
discussion,  such  a  rate  is  agreed  to  as  is  thought 
necessary  by  the  persons  present. 

36. — Want  of  employment  in  the  Linen  Manufactory 
has  had  a  material  effect,  conjointly  with  low 
wages,   in   reducing   the  value   of  property 
generally. 

36. — Diminishing,  but  not  on  account  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — For  want  of  employment,  the  price  of  labour  is 
much  reduced;  the  workmen  are  as  good  as 
can  be ;  much  superior  to  what  they  formerly 
were. 

37. — We  observe  no  alteration. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


B  E  N  T  H  A  M  Township. 

John  Davison, 

Overseer. 


(3) 


2S. — No  such  apportionment. 


29. — None. 


30. — About  2s.  6c?.  per  pound  on  the  Rack-rent. 


31. — There  is  a  very  trifling  decrease. 


32. — We  have  both ;  and  they  have  been  very  advan- 
tageous to  the  Township. 


33. — A  Poor's  Rate  is  levied  by  the  Churchwardens 

and  Overseers,  immediately  after  the  12th  of  May.  When  that 
is  expended,  another  is  levied  by  the  same  persons ;  and  so  on, 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  year :  sometimes  leaving  a 
small  balance  to  be  carried  to  the  succeeding  year,  sometimes 
leaving  the  Overseer  creditor  at  the  year's  end  ;  but  no  stipu- 
lated or  fixed  sum  is  ordered. 


34. — Each  Rate  is  levied  according  to  the  proportionate 
value  of  each  tenement  in  the  Township,  fol- 
lowing the  precepts  of  an  ancient  valuation ; 
which  is,  however,  altered  by  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overseers.  As  improvement  takes 
place  on  particular  properties,  or  if  new  dwel- 
ling-houses are  built,  a  Rate  is  laid  upon  them 
as  soon  as  they  become  occupied. 


35. — The  Vestry  directs  the  time  when  the  Rate  is  to 
be  laid  on,  and  the  amount  per  pound  to  be 
levied ;  but  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
alone  make  any  alterations  in  the  valuation  of 
property. 


36.— 


37.— 


BILTON  with  HARROWGATE  Township, 
(Knaresborough  Parish.)  (3) 

Henry  Peacock, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — Not  so  employed. 


29. — None. 


30. — 4s.  in  the  pound :  one  third  to  one  half  Rack- 
rent. 


31. — Little  variation. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  but  the  business  is  conducted 
by  a  Committee  of  10,  with  the  Overseers  and 
Assistant  Overseer. 


-The  Rate  is  laid  half-yearly,  by  a  meeting  of  the 
Rate-payers  called  for  the  purpose,  by  due 
notice  in  the  Church. 


34. — Each  Rate-payer  is  assessed,  in  proportion  to  his 
property  in  the  Township,  upon  a  fixed  valu- 
ation. 


35. — Each  Rate-payer,  including  th«  Overseers,  has 
one  vote  in  deciding  all  questions. 


36. — No  change  has  been  observed. 


37. — No  alteration  has  been  observed. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BOROUGHBRIDGE  Township  (Aldborough 
Parish)  and  Six  Miles  round.  (3) 

Richard  Abbey.     Edwin  Clark,  Secretary  to  the 
Boroughbridge  Agricultural  Association. 

O  DO 

BRADFIELD  Township,  (Ecclesfield  Parish.)  (2) 

William  Guelder, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— 

28.— 

29. — It  is  never  taken  into  consideration,  except  in  the 
case  of  Parish  Employment.                 E.  C. 

29. — None. 

30. — 95.  6d.  in  the  pound.                              R.  A. 

30. — 

31. — Increased  Is.  6d.                                   R.  A. 

31.— 

oZ' — iNeimei.  ■*«'• 

32. — 

33. — A  Majority  of  Rate-payers  called  together  for  the 
purpose,  either  in  Vestry  or  other  usual  place 
of  meeting.                                        E.  C. 

33. — ^The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

34-. — A  majority  of  the  Rate-payers.                E.  C. 

34. — From  a  valuation  of  all  the  rateable  property  in 
the  Township,  the  Assistant  Overseer  (under  the 
direction  of  the  Chuixh wardens  and  Overseers) 
makes  an  equal  Assessment  on  such  valuation, 
Avhen  found  necessary,  upon  the  respective 
occupiers. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  mutual  part  in 
deciding  all  matters  relating  to  the  Parish. 

E.  C. 

35. — The  Overseers  have  the  sole  management  in 
what  relates  to  the  Poor. 

36. — Agricultural  capital   has   diminished,    and  is 
diminishing.  It  is  in  some  instances  attributable 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  but 
not  chiefly.                                        E.  C. 

36. — It  is  on  the  decrease,  which  I  cannot  attribute 
to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Labourers  are  supposed  to  be  worse  Workmen. 

E.  a 


37. — I  believe  them  to  be  generally  better  Workmen. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS.  609  c 


County  of"  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BRETTON  W  E  S  T  Township.  (3) 

BRIGHTSIDE  BIERLOW  Township, 

(Sheffield  Parish.)  (3) 

John  Brakenridge. 

Jchn  Stopjord  Taylor. 
James  Holland. 

28. — No  apportionment. 

28. — 

29. — No  distinction  is  made  except  on  account  of 
merit  and  industry. 

29. — 

30. — 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound  last  year.    The  land  is  rated 

at  full  value,  and  houses  and  buildings  at  one  half  of  the 
value. 

30.— 

31. — Diminished,  nearly  20  per  cent. 

31.— 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer  and  a 
monthly  Vestry  Meeting,  which  have  effected 
the  above  reduction. 

32.— 

33. — The  money  is  raised  by  Assessments  of  \s.  in  the 

pound,  on  the  Rate  referred  to  in  the  Answer  to  the  30th 
Query.    A  meeting  of  the  General  Vestry  is  held  monthly, 
at  which  the  principal  Lay-payer3  attend  and  require  the  As- 
sistant Overseer  to  state  the  amount  of  money  in  his  hands,  &c. 
&c.    The  Assessment,  when  made  and  signed  by  the  Overseer 
and  3  Lay  payers,  is  allowed  by  the  Magistrates  at  Petty  Ses- 
sions as  a  matter  of  course. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  consent  of  two 
Justices,  levy  the  Rates  by  two  books  of  \s.  3d. 
in  the  pound,  on  a  valuation  proportionate  to 
the  Rental  of  each  individual,  as  the  necessities 
of  the  Poor  require  the  same.           J.  S.  T. 

34. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  regulated 
by  the  Rate  or  Valuation  of  all  the  Property  in  the 
Parish,  which  was  made  by  the  Answerer  in  March 
1830.    A  Vestry  Meeting  is  held  in  May  in  each 
year,  to  consider  applications  for  exemption  from 
Rates,  changes  in  value  of  rated  property,  or  the 
creation  of  new  property,  and  to  rate  or  value  such 
new  property  proportionably  with  the  remainder  in 
the  Parish,  or  to  appoint  a  person  or  persons  so  to  do. 

34. — The  Overseers,  by  employing  a  competent  per- 
son to  make  a  valuation  of  all  rateable  propertj', 
which  is  confirmed  by  the  Magistrates. 

J.S.  T. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  state  facts  and 
furnish  evidence,  and  the  Vestry  decides. 

35. — The  Overseers  are  the  only  persons  who  decide 
on  these  matters,  as  herein  stated,  with  reference 
to  the  Magistrates,  in  case  any  dispute  arises 
respecting  the  Rates.                       J.  S.  T. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  has  been  rapidly  diminishing 
for  the  last  7  or  8  years,  and  is  so  far  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  that 
this  diminution,  by  lessening  the  demand  for 
labour  and  the  rate  of  wages,  has  in  many  cases 
increased  the  Poor  Rates,  and  thus  added  to 
the  distress  of  the  Farmers. 

36. — Cannot  answer,  this  being  a  manufacturing  Dis- 
trict. 

37. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  change  in  this  Township 
within  the  last  15  years.    In  the  manufacturing 
towns  in  neighbouring  Parishes,  notwithstanding 
Men  are  improved  as  Artizans  and  operative  Manu- 
facturers, they  have  generally  become  more  dis- 
satisfied with  their  condition  in  life,  arbitrary  in  de- 
manding certain  rates  of  wages,  and  dictating  rules 
to  their  Employers,  to  whom  their  labour  is  conse- 
quently of  less  value  than  formerly. 

37.— 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL                                   4  ^,  4   — 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


CAMBLESFORTH  Township,  (Drax  Parish.)  (2) 

CAWTHORNE.  (3) 

Robert  Smith, 

Overseer. 

Thos.  Wilson, 

rJanks  Hall,  Barnsley. 

28.— No. 

28. — There  are  very  few  Labourers  permanently  em- 
ployed by  the  Farmers. 

29. — None. 

29. — It  is  not  usual  in  this  Parish  or  neighbourhood. 

30. — So  unequal  is  the  present  Rate,  that  I  cannot 
certify. 

30. — Poor  Rates,  3s.  in  the  pound ;  land  is  rated  at 
two  thirds,  buildings  at  one  half.  Rack-rent. 

31. — Very  trifling  difference. 

31. — Diminished  32/.  17s.  lOrf. 

32. — Neither. 

32. — Both.  There  has  been  a  more  regular  attendance, 

and  some  improvement  in  the  management  of  the  Poor,  but 
no  great  reduction  in  the  expence. 

33. — The  Overseer,  who  is  a  considerable  Occupier  of 

lands  in  the  Township,  and  is  unpaid  for  the  office,  only  acts 
for  one  year,  and  immediately  on  his  taking  charge  of  the  Poor, 
collects  an  Assessment  (which  is  previously  signed  by  two 
Magistrates) ,  and  the  money  so  raised  is  applied  in  sucli  pro- 
portions as  may  be  determined  upon  at  a  Vestry  held  for 
that  purpose  ;  or  by  consulting  the  principal  Rate-payers  in 

lilc     J.  UWIlSlllLla 

33. — The  Vestry,  which  has  till  lately  been  a  Select 
Vestry,  grants  a  Rate  from  time  to  time,  when- 
ever it  appears  to  be  necessary. 

34. — The  Rate-payers  are  all  agricultural,  and  a  valu- 
ation was  made  of  the  Township  some  years 
ago,  by  which  all  lands  and  houses  are  assessed. 

34. — A  valuation  of  all  the  property  in  the  Parish 
liable  to  the  Poor  Rate  was  made  a  few  years 
back.  Some  slight  alterations,  when  inevitable, 
have  been  made  by  the  Vestry,  and  additions, 
when  new  buildings  arose,  have  been  made. 
Each  Rate-payer  is  assessed  according  to  his 
valuation. 

35. — Being  a  Hamlet  in  the  Parish  of  Drax,  we  have 
no  Vestry. 

35. — The  Vestry  grants  the  Rate  immediately,  upon 
application  irom  the  Assistant  Overseer,  or 
defers  it  as  is  thought  fit,  and  fixes  the  amount 
thereof  at  so  much  in  the  pound  as  is  necessary. 

36.— 

36. — I  believe  decreasing,  but  not  in  any  great  degree 
owing  to  the  Poor  Laws. 

37— 

1 

37- — I  believe  they  are  neither  better  nor  worse. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  RimNG)^contmued. 


ANSWERS. 


COPT  HEWICK  Township 

(RiPON  Parish).  (l) 

DENT  Township  (Sedberg  Parish).  (2) 

Thomas  Mason, 

Zjl  IXcSltltlH  a"  1  CCIiUlUCI  • 

John  Sedgwick,  Minister. 
James  Mason,  Overseer. 

28.— Never. 

28. — Apportionment  has  never  been  acted  upon.  ^ 

29. — None. 

29.— None.                                  J-  M.    J.  S. 

30. — 4s.  6c?.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — About  4s.  in  the  pound  at  Rack  Rent.    J.  M. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Rather  diminished.                             «/.  M. 

32.  We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer ;  upon  the  whole  the  effect  has  been  bene- 
ficial.                                           J-  M. 

33. — The  Rate-payers  of  the  township,  at  a  meeting 
held  for  that  purpose. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.        J.  M. 

• 

34. — The  Rate-payers  at  the  above-mentioned  meeting. 

34. — It  is  raised  by  a  poundage  upon  the  value  of  the 
Rate-payers'  respective  occupations,  such  value 
being  rather  below  the  Rack  Rent.       J.  M. 

35. — The  Overseer  (always  one  of  the  Rate- payers) 
generally  attends  the  meeting,  and  takes  a  part 
in  its  proceedings,  but  would  not  be  permitted 
by  his  fellow  Rate-payers  to  interfere  impro- 
perly. 

35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseei's  have  the 
management  of  the  above  matters.  The  Select 
Vestry  interfere  only  in  the  direction  of  pay- 
ments to  the  poor.                           J.  M. 

36. — It  is  much  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  many  years 
past. 

36. — Certainly  diminishing,  on  account  of  the  great 
yearly  increase  of  the  Poor  Rates.         J.  S. 

37. — Worse  workmen  than  formerly. 

3T. — The  Labourers  here  are  certainly  less  experienced 
Workmen  than  formerly,  arising  from  the  diffi- 
culty, it  may  be  said  impossibility,  of  obtaining 
regular  employment  in  husbandry.         J.  S. 

i.P.  (b.)— Part  m.  4u 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


DRAX  Parish.  (2) 

DRAX  Township  (Drax  Parish).  (2) 

S.  W.  Wmid,  J.  P. 
[Most  of  the  Remarks  will  equally  apply  to  the  Division  of  Barkston  Ash.] 

Robert  Leivis, 

Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — No  difference. 

29. — None,  if  of  equal  ability. 

30.— 

< 

30. — Is.  in  the  pound  upon  half  the  real  value. 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

32.— 

32.— None. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  some  of  the  Rate-payers  at  a 
Town's  Meeting  called  by  the  Acting  Overseer 
when  necessary. 

33.— 

34. — The  Assessors,  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the 
Rate-payers. 

34.— 

35. — Though  the  Overseei's  of  the  Poor  and  the  Rate- 
payers assembled  at  a  Town's  Meeting  join  in 
deciding  upon  raising  an  assessment,  yet  the 
Acting  Overseer  proposes  the  amount,  which  is 
generally  agreed  upon. 

35.— 

36. — Certainly  diminishing,  but  not,  I  think,  owing  to 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

36.— 

3T. — Industry  is  diminishing  ;  the  workmen  are  more 
idle. 

3T.— 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding)  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LONG  DRAX  Township  (2) 
(DuAx  Parish.) 

ECCLESALL  BIERLOW  Township  (2) 
(Sheffiklu  Parish. ) 

Thomas  Giles,  Churchwarden,  &  John  Gooch,  Overseer. 
Bevis  Pulleine,  Overseer. 

Samuel  Tinker  &  Thomas  Ellin,  Overseers. 

kjunluKil/  ly CWUOU  1(1  \Uii»     jjeu/uiiiiii  otu^r/,  v  c&try  VyJciK.. 

28. — Not  apportioned.  B.P. 

28.— 

29. — No  single  IVIen  except  hired  servantSt      jB.  Pt 

29. — No^  unless  paupers  on  the  parish. 

S.T.    T.E.  S.N. 

30. — In  1831,  Rates  were  lis.  6d.  in  the  pound;  in 

1 S32,  10s.  6d.  in  the  pound.    Supposed  to  be  estimated  at  one 
third  of  the  value.  B.P. 

30.— 

31.— Diminished.  B.P. 

31.— 

32.  

33. — The  Overseer  and  the  Rate-payers. 

T.  G.    J.  G.    B.  P. 

33. — The  Overseers,  four  in  number,  make  a  rate  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  about  every  four  months; 
that  is  to  say,  three  rates  in  every  year. 

S.  T.    T.  E.    B.  S. 

34. — The  Overseer  and  the  Rate-payers  in  a  public  meet- 
ing.                                    T.G.  J.  G. 
A  valuation  is  made  of  every  separate  occupation, 
and  the  assessment  made  by  the  Overseer. 

B.P. 

34. — The  Poor  Rates  on  each  Rate-payer  are  always 
to  the  same  amount,  according  to  a  valuation 
made  some  years  ago,  and  which  was  confirmed 
at  the  General  Quarter  Sessions. 

S.T.    T.E.  B.S. 

35. — There  is  only  one  Overseer,  the  township  being 
very  small,  and  containing  only  268  inhabi- 
tants.                               T.  G.    J.  G. 
The  Overseer  and  Inhabitants.               B.  P. 

35.  —The  Overseers  make  the  Rates  without  callino- 
Vestry  Meetings  of  the  Inhabitants. 

S.T.    T.E.  B.S. 

36.— 

S6. — Decreasing.    We  attribute  the  change  to  the  in- 
crease of  manufacturing  the  staple  goods  of 
Sheffield.    Less  labour  in  agriculture,  a"nd  more 
in  manufactories.          S.  T.    T.  E.    S.  N. 

37.— 

37. — Decreasing.                    S.  T.    T.  E.    S.  N. 

P.L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ELL  AND  CUM  GREETLAND  Township 

(Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

ERRINGDEN  Township 

(Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

Joseph  Maude, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

John  Greenwood,  Churchwarden. 
John  Taylor,  33,  34,  35. 

28  

28.— Apportionment  is  not  customary. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29.— There  is  no  difference. 

- 

30.— Buildings  one  fourth ;  Land  at  one  half.  Rates  at 
8s.  in  the  pound. 

30. — 10s.  in  the  pound,  upon  one  fourth  of  Rack  Rent. 

3L — Increased. 

31. — Very  little  alteration. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry ;  one  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  which  is  thought  to  be  beneficial. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  with  the  Rate- 
payers, in  public  Vestry,  determine  the  amount 
of  the  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  every  half 
year. 

33. — The  Ley-payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 

3i. — The  amount  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  according 
to  the  assessment  of  the  property  he  occupies 
made  at  the  last  survey  and  valuation  of  the 
township. 

34. — The  Overseer. 

35. — In  raising  money  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  the 
Overseers  state  to  the  Vestry  the  amount  re- 
quired for  that  purpose,  and  I  do  not  know  an 
instance  of  its  being  refused  or  reduced. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Ley-payers  in  Vestry  assem- 
bled take  part  in  all  these  matters. 

36.— 

36. — Very  materially  diminished,  partly  from  depres- 
sion in  trade  and  partly  from  the  operation  of 
the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Since  the  opening  of  so  many  beer-shops  the 
labouring  population  are  not  so  industrious  as 
formerly,  and  we  believe  those  shops  to  be  the 
chief  cause  of  the  increase  of  pauperism  and 
crime.  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  have 
been  more  to  the  benefit  of  the  labouring  classes 
if  the  duty  on  malt  had  been  reduced,  so  as  to 
encourage  private  brewing. 

37. — Their  distressed  situation  has  prompted  them  to 
exert  their  utmost  energies,  and  therefore  they 
may  be  said  to  be  better  workmen  than  for- 
merly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


FARNHILL  with  CONONLEY  Township  | 
(KiLDwicK  Parish).  (3} 

FIXBY  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

Jo/m  Perrott, 

Overseer. 

John  Garside,  Churchwarden. 
John  Beaumont,  Overseer. 

28. — Nothing  of  the  kind  exists  here. 

28.— 

Ssy. — JNone. 

29.— 

30. — About  7s.  in  the  pound,  upon  a  Rack  Rent,  valued 
in  1813.    It  is  now  deteriorkted  20  per  cent. 

30. — About  45.  Qd.,  on  Rack  Rent.  This  is  the  average, 
but  we  collect  by  the  acre. 

31. — They  were  considerably  higher  last  year  than  in 
the  preceding  12  months. 

31. — Increased. 

32. — A  Select  Vestry,  which  does  some  good. 

32.— No. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  occasionally 
assisted  by  the  principal  Rate -payers  assembled 
in  Vestiy. 

33.— The  Town's  Meeting. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  in  making  the 
Rate  are  guided  by  a  valuation  of  the  Township 
made  in  1813. 

34. — The  Town's  Meeting. 

35. — We  have  a  Monthly  Vestry  or  Town's  Meeting 

cvciy  iijuiiiii}  cuiii [juacti  yji.  SUCH  xtciLc-Utiyci »  tia 

choose  to  attend,  at  which  the  Overseers'  accounts 
are  inspected,  and  opinion  is  given  as  to  the 
amount  of  relief  to  be  given  to  any  applicants, 
though  this  is  sometimes  over-ruled  by  the  Ma- 
gistrates. 

35. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  a  Town's  Meeting 

£ixrorxT  tliri^fi  mnntVic:  at  wViirVl  tnP  ^!nIlrf*nW^^.^^PnS- 
t^  Vcl  y  Llll  CC  lllWli  UllOj  ctL  w  11 IV.,  11  Lil^  v^ii  ui        »»  cvi  u^iioj 

Overseers,  Constable,  and  most  of  the  Rate- 
payers are  present,  and  decide  what  money  shall 
be  collected  for  the  ensuing  quarter  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor. 

36. — The  amount  is  yearly  diminishing;  partly  in  con- 
sequence of  high  rents  and  rates. 

36. — Diminishing,  from  the  effect  of  monopoly. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  weavers  in  this  Township  is 
much  diminished.  The  i-educed  waojes  given  for 
weaving  has  caused  them  to  become  dissatisfied, 
indolent,  and  careless  of  future  consequences. 
Many  in  this  Township  can  feign  sickness  re- 
markably well,  and  often  do;  in  fact  most  of 
them  rely  too  much  upon  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Know  of  no  alteration. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GISBURN  Township.  (3) 

H  A  M  B  L  E  T  0  N.  (3) 

James  Croasdale,  33,  34,  35. 

Ty\  7in   i  ^Toijuinriri/i    1   III!  IT*  ii  \\i    rri  f>  »i 
uOllil   xJTcCllWUUUy  V-'IlLlI  Cll  WaiUCIlc 

S.  Smith. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28.— 

OQ  None 

29. — Among  those  who  are  industrious,  having  full 

employment,  I  can  see  very  little  difference ;  but  we  have  a 
great  many  young  idle  fellows,  who  Iiavc  no  visible  means  of 
getting  a  livelihood,  and  yet  will  not  work. 

30. — 4<s.  6d.,  at  Rack  Rent. 

30.— 

31. — Diminished  a  little. 

31.— 

^9      Wf  liavp  npithpr 

33. — The  Chuixhwardens  and  Overseers,  with  as  many 
of  the  Rate-payers  as  choose  to  attend  the  Vestry 
Meetings.                                          J.  C. 

33.— 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  make  out  a 
list  of  the  Rate  payers,  stating  the  amount  in 
the  pound,  upon  a  valuation  or  rental  of  their 
respective  occupations  made  by  competent 
valuers.                                             J.  C. 

34.— 

35. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Ves- 
try, when  one  is  appointed,  we  consider  are 
bound  to  attend ;  and  that  all  the  Rate-payers 
within  the  Township  have  an  equal  right  to 
attend,  if  they  think  proper,  and  take  a  part  in 
discussing  all  and  every  matter  which  may  come 
before  them.                                     J.  C. 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing. 

36, — There  can  be  no  doubt  but  agricultural  capital  is 
very  much  diminishing,  from  a  variety  of  causes, 
and  particularly  from  having  Poor  Rates,  which, 
if  not  rendei'ed  more  emollient,  will  ultimately 
prove  extremely  disastrous,  from  their  daily 
growing  evil. 

37. — Much  the  same  in  all  respects. 

37. — There  is  certainly  a  great  difference  between  the 
present  times  and  some  years  ago,  when  appli- 
cation to  the  parish  (without  some  visible 
cause)  was  considered  disgraceful  to  the  feelings 
of  the  pauper  himself ;  but  now  it  is  quite  the 
contrary. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


•   HATFIELD.  (2) 

HEADINGLEY  cum  BURLEY  Chapelry 

(Leeds  Pauish).  (2) 

John  Forster, 
Rector  of  Kirk  Sandal,  J.  P. 

Benjamin  Brook, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — 'They  are  not  apportioned. 

29. — No.    Unmarried  Men  are  chiefly  hired  by  the 
year,  and  live  in  the  house. 

29. — None,  if  the  men  are  equally  efficient. 

30. — About  3s.  in  the  pound,  upon  two  thirds  of  real 
rent. 

30. — 3s.  in  the  pound.  Land  is  valued  at  half,  and 
buildings  at  one  third,  Rack  Rent,  or  perhaps 

both  under. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

31. — They  have  increased,  from  the  expense  of  a  survey 
and  valuation. 

32. — No  Assistant  Overseer  :  a  Sflpct  Vpstrv.  which  has 
been  useful. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer. 
The  effects  would  be  best  stated  by  those  who 
feel  the  results. 

33— 

33. — Early  in  April  and  October  in  each  year  the 
Chapelwarden  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  calculate 
the  probable  expenses  for  the  ensuing  half  year  ;  they 
then,  by  public  notice,  call  the  ley-payers  together, 
and  ask  them  for  a  Rate,  at  as  much  in  the  pound 
upon  the  valuation  of  the  township  as  will  cover 
their  calculation,  which  Rate  is  alwavs  granted. 

34. — The  Overseers  draw  up  a  statement,  to  be  paid 
by  each  Rate-payer,  according  to  his  rental. 

34. — AH  the  rateable  property  in  this  Township  has 

recently  been  valued  by  a  competent  valuer,  and  when  a  Rate 
is  laid  it  is  levied  upon  all  occupiers  of  property  according  to 
that  valuation,  at  Is.  6d.  or  any  other  sum  in  the  pound  ;  thus : 
Owner,  A.  B. ;  Occupier,  C.  D.  ;  Description  of  Property, 
Land  (or  Houses,  or  Quarries)  ;  Annual  Value,  £^11.  14.; 
Sum  assessed,  at  Is.  6d,  per  pound,  17s.  6^d.  As  soon  as  the 
Overseer  has  made  out  the  Rate,  it  is  confirmed  by  two  Magis- 
trates, and  the  Sunday  after  published  in  the  Chapel.  If  any 
Leakages,  they  are  allowed  by  the  Ley-payers  in  Vestry. 

35. —  The  sums  to  be  collected  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Overseers  are  laid  before  a  Meeting 
of  the  Vestry,  to  be  confirmed. 

35. — When  any  affair  of  importance  comes  before  the 
Overseers,  such  as  trying  a  litigated  Pauper 
Settlement,  or  paying  sums  of  money  out  of  the 
ordinary  way  of  paying  the  paupers,  the  Vestry 
is  always  consulted,  when  each  Ley-payer  present 
votes,  according  to  the  58  G.  m.  c.  69. 

36. — Capital  is  diminishing,  but  we  cannot  state  from 
what  cause. 

36. — Neither,  to  any  extent. 

37. — Much  as  usual. 

37. — iThey  are  not  worse  workmen,  and  would  chal- 
lenge the  world  to  compete  with  them ;  all  they 
want  is  work  enough. 

P.L,  (b.)— Part  III.  4  u  4 
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County  of  York,  (West  Riding) — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

HEPTONSTALL  Township  (3) 
(Halifax  Parish). 

HIPPERHOLME  with  BRIGHOUSE  Township 
(Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

Ahraham  Coclccroft, 
Churchwarden  &  Overseer. 

Samuel  fVashingion, 

Clerk. 

28.-— No  apportionment  is  practised  in  this  district, 
which  is  manufacturing,  not  agricultural. 

28. — The  system  is  unknown. 

29.— None. 

29. — None.    They  are  paid  acccording  to  their  ability. 

30. — 125.  in  the  pound,  on  one  sixth  of  annual  value  on 
Land,  one  twelfth  on  Buildings.  ■ 

30. — 45.  6d. ;  Land  one  half,  and  Buildings  one  third 
of  the  full  value. 

31. — About  the  same. 

31. — About  the  same. 

82. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer ;  they  are  both  of  great  service. 

32. — We  have  had  an  Assistant  Overseer  30  years,  but 
no  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseers,  and  principal 
Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled. 

34.— Each  person  pays  according  to  the  number  of 
acres  he  occupies  and  the  goodness  of  his  land. 

34. — The  same  parties. 

85. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer. 
The  Overseers  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Vestry. 

35  — The  Inhabitants  seldom  interfere  further  than 
giving  the  Overseers  information  of  the  pauper 
applicants.  The  Vestry  being  composed  of  per- 
sons from  different  parts  of  the  township,  an 
application  is  seldom  made  but  some  one  can 
state  the  situation  of  the  person  so  soliciting.  I 
have  known  the  Vestry  consulted  as  to  the 
amount  to  be  given,  though  it  is  seldom  such  a 
case  occurs. 

36. — Considerably  diminished,  probably  owing  to  a 
variety  of  causes,  but  particularly  heavy  taxes 
and  badness  of  trade. 

36. — Not  applicable  to  this  township. 

37. — Not  much  difference. 

37. — As  good  as  hieretofore. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 


County  of  York  (West  Rid^g)— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HORSFORTH  Chapelry,  (Guiseley  Parish.)  (1) 

LANGFIELD  Township,  (Halifax  Parish.)  (3) 

Jas.  Armitage  Rhodes,  J.  P. 
Wm.  Arton,  Assistant  Overseer. 

Joseph  Ingham,  Churchwarden. 

Wm.  Haxvorth,  Henry  Atkinson,  Overseers. 

28. — No. 

28. — In  this  neighbourhood  the  population  is  generall 
employed  in  commercial  pursuits. 

pQ  Nn 

29. — There  is  not  any  distinction  made. 

30. — 5s.  2d.  in  the  pound,  taking  best  land  at  40s.  an  acre, 
and  so  down  to  15s.  Houses  at  Half  Rack-rent. 

30. — About  Is.  66?.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — They  are  generally  about  the  same  each  year. 

35,,— xSotn.    1  ne  eneci  is  Qeciueuiy  uenenciai.  nffivts 
steadiness  and  uniformity  to  the  decisions,  and  distributes 
relief  in  a  more  judicious  and  useful  manner. 

32.  M'^e  have  a  Select  Vestry,  and  we  consider  them 

to  have  been  very  beneficial.  No  Assistant 
Overseer. 

35. — The  Poor  Rates  are  collected  quarterly:  when  a 
new  Rate  is  wanted,  the  expences  of  the  former 
quarter  are  examined,  and  the  amount  required 
agreed  on  by  the  Officers  and  Select  Vestry,  by 
vote,  if  necessary,  in  Vestry  assembled. 

W.  A. 

S3. — It  is  decided  at  a  regular  meeting  by  the  Church- 
warden, Overseers,  and  Select  Vestry,  with  the  consent,  by  vote, 
of  the  Kate-payers  then  present.  It  is  usual  in  the  early  part 
of  every  year  to  make  a  Rate  as  nearly  as  possible  to  meet  the 
probable  disbursements.  Though  the  Vestry,  &c.  assume  a 
controul,  and  certainly  in  some  measure  have  one,  yet  the  Over- 
seer may  by  his  imprudence  incur  liabilities  which,  though  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  Vestry,  must  be  discharged.  J.  I. 

34. — The  Rates  are  collected  according  to  a  Valuation 
made  about  16  years  ago,  and  which  has  not 
been  varied.                                    W.  A. 

34. — There  is  an  Assessment ;  and  at  the  beginning  of 

every  year  an  Assessing  Committee,  consisting  of  about  5  or  6 
respectable  Rate-payers,  is  appointed  to  assist  the  Church- 
warden and  Overseers  to  value  any  new  erections,  and  to  look 
over  any  improvements  made  in  property  during  the  year. 
Of  course  parties  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  Sessions ;  but 
this  does  not  often  occur  in  any  Township.  In  this  Township 
there  has  never  been  an  appeal  to  the  Sessions  against  any 
Rate  for  the  last  century.                                        J.  I. 

35. — We  have  9  substantial  Householders  appointed 
for  a  Select  Vestry,  besides  the  Churchwardens 
and  Overseers,  who  meet  every  14  days.  The 
Overseers  act  under  their  advice,  and  differences 
are  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes.  The 
Clergyman    never  interferes  with  the  Select 
Vestry,  which  I  think  a  benefit  to  all  parties. 

W.  A. 

35. — The  Assessing  Committee  mentioned  in  the  last 
Answer  is  appointed  yearly  at  a  General  Meet- 
ing called  for  that  purpose:  which  Committee, 
together  with  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 
seers, decide  all  matters  relative  to  Rates  in 
conjunction  with  each  other  during  the  year; 
aJid  when  any  difference  of  opinion  arises,  it  is 
decided  by  vote  in  this  way.  The  Overseer 
exercises  no  distinct  authority,  but  is  forced  to 
be  governed  by  the  majority.                 J.  I. 

36. — Decreasing;  but  not  from  the  Poor  Laws. 

36. — In  our  opinion,  the  Agricultural  Capital  has 
diminished  ;  but  we  do  not  think  that  it  has 
any  connection  whatever  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — Better  both   in  Husbandry  and  Manufacture, 
especially  in  the  latter. 

37. — iTbe  Labourers  generally  are  better  workmen 
than  formerly. 
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County  of  York  (West  "R.inmG)— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LAWKLAND  Township,  (Clapham  Parish.)  (3) 

LIVERSEDGE  Township,  (Birstall  Parish.)  (3) 

James  Jackson,  Guardian  of  the  Poor.     John  Shackleton,  Governor 
of  the  Workhouse.     Thomas  Ingleby,  Lawkland  Hall. 

T.  W.  Hemingivai/, 

Overseer. 

28. — No  such  thing  done  here.                        J.  J. 

28.— No. 

J.S. 
T.J. 

29.— JNone. 

30. — About  Is.  in  the  pound,  estimated  at  two  thirds 
of  the  actual  value,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Poor  solely.                                      J.  J. 

30. — 1  Is.  in  the  pound  on  the  annual  value. 

3 1 . — Diminished.                                          J.  J. 

31. — Increased. 

32.— No.                                                     J.  J. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer, 
and  a  self-appointed  (monthly)  Committee. 

33.— 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  with  the  consent  of  a  self-appointed  Committee 
of  twelve  persons,  who  are  not  in  any  way  responsible  ;  the  law 
being  optional  with  Rate-payers  to  appoint  Select  Vestries  : 
it  ought  to  be  compulsory. 

34. — The  Overseer  and  Churchwarden,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  inhabitants,  at  a  meeting  assembled 
for  the  purpose.                                  J.  J. 

34. — The  Rates  are  raised  upon  a  valuation  of  all  rate- 
able property  in  the  Township,  (which  valuation 
is  confirmed  at  the  General  Quarter  Sessions,) 
and  each  occupier  pays  an  amount  according  to 
the  value  of  the  premises  he  or  they  respectively 
occupy. 

35.— 

35. — If  the  Committee  object  to  allow  a  Rate,  (which 
often  occurs,)  and  the  Churchwarden  and  Over- 
seers have  more  claims  upon  them  than  the 
Rates  levied  will  realize,  then  a  majority  of  the 
Churchwarden  and  Overseers  levy  a  Rate, 
which  they  think  sufficient  to  indemnify  them- 
selves, without  further  consulting  the  Committee 
or  the  inhabitants,  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, which  provides  for  such  cases. 

36. — It  is  diminished ;  but  not  from  any  cause  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws.                                             J.  S. 

T.I. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  Poor 
and  Highway  Rates,  which  are  very  heavy. 

37. — We  think  them  more  industrious.            J.  S. 

T.I. 

37. — Better  workmen  than  formerly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


M  A  R  R-  (3) 

MIDGLEY  Township,  (Halifax  Parish.)  (3) 

William  Dent, 

Overseer. 

Thomas  Fletcher,                  1  „ 
William  Whitaker,  33, 34, 35,  J  "^^"eers. 

28.— 

28.— No. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — No  material  difference. 

30. — From  35.  to  4?5.  in  the  pound,  upon  a  valuation 
amounting  to  about  two  thirds  of  the  Rack-rent. 

30. — Buildings  one  ninth,  and  Land  one  sixth,  of  the 
full  value,  the  rate  17*.  4£/.  in  the  poiind. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

31. — Much  the  same  as  before. 

32. — None. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  has  been  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Township. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

33. — It  is  customary  for  the  Churchwarden  and  Over- 
seer to  give  public  notice  to  the  Select  Vestry 
and  Rate-payers  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  a  Rate.                                W.  W. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  mutual  agreement  of  the  Rate- 
payers. 

34. — The  Churchwarden,  Overseer,  and  Select  Vestry, 
along  with  the  Rate-payers,  assembled  for  the 
purpose  before  mentioned.                 W.  W. 

3.5. — No  Vestry. 

35. — The  Overseer  takes  no  more  part  than  any  other 

IxflfP-nflVPr '    PVPPnt   in  T^rAfinr'iTinr  riTc  cir»f*r\iinfc 

M.\iCLl.\^    JJCIJ/  CI    9      CAV./V-JJl'     III    ^  I  W\.iU,Vylll         11  lo    alp/ClJU  11 LO} 

and  stating  the  money  that  he  has  expended, 
and  the  money  that  will  probably  be  required 
for  any  period  of  time  not  exceeding  12  months; 
which  is  determined  upon  and  sanctioned  by 
the  Select  Vestry  and  Rate-payers  in  Vestry 
assembled.                                      W.  W. 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing  ;  partly  owing  to  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — I  think  there  is  not  much  alteration  in  this  respect. 

37. — In  many  respects  better. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


NORLAND  Township,  (Halifax  Parish.)  (3)[| 

NOLTON  Township,  (Royston  Parish.)  (3) 

Thomas  Maude,  Assistant  Overseer. 
Charles  Whitaker,  33,  34,  35. 

Samuel  Pic/card, 

Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. — Not  apportioned  by  any  regular  system,  but  each 
Farmer  employs  Labourers  sufficient  for  the 
cultivation  of  his  land. 

29. — No  difference,  if  they  are  of  equal  ability. 

2y. — 1  do  not  know  oi  any  distinction  benig  made,  pro- 
vided they  are  equally  qualified. 

30. — lis.  in  the  pound ;  Land  at  one  fourth,  Buildings  i 
at  one  eighth,  of  the  R  ack  Rent. 

30. — Perhaps  3s.  in  the  pound  upon  Rack-rent. 

31. — Increased. 

3 1 . — Two  last  years  about  equal. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Hold  a  Vestry  Meeting  every  two  weeks ;  no 
Assistant  Overseer. 

S3. — There  is  a  Meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  called  for 
the  purpose,  and  they  decide  it.           C.  W. 

33. — The  Parishioners. 

34. — The  Overseers,  from  the  Town's  Assessment. 

C.  W. 

34. — ^The  Parishioners. 

35. — There  being  no  Vestry,  the  Overseers  settle  these 
matters  themselves.                         C.  • 

35. — When  it  is  found  needful  to  make  an  alteration 

HI  llic  XValc,  It  IS  UOilc  UV  d  lew  lllUiVIUUaia  LllclL 

are  thought  eligible  for  the  purpose. 
When  the  Overseer  wants  a  new  book,  he  pre- 
pares it  for  the  approbation  of  the  Vestry ;  at 
the  same   time  making  it  appear,  -that  the 
money  arising  from  the  old   book  is  nearly 
expended. 

36. — Diminishing,   but   not  from  the  effects  of  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36.' — Considerably  diminishing.  I  do  not  attribute  it 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — 'Much  the  same  as  formerly. 

37. — The  industry  of  our  workmen  is  decidedly  dimi- 
nishing.    Perhaps  they  are  better  workmen, 
but  less  willing. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


OVENDEN  Township,  (Halifax  Parish.)  (3) 


Alexander  Spencer, 

Overseer. 


28. — No  apportionment  whatever. 


2y. — No  distinction  at  all. 


30. — Is.  ocL  on  building;  Is.  Id.  on  land;  Ss.  9d.  in 
the  pound  on  reduced  value. 


31. — The  expenditure  has  increased. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  we  have  an  Assistant  Over- 
seer ;  effect  generally  considex'ed  good. 


33. — The  Overseers  decide,  by  laying  two  Rates  for 
the  year ;  one  commencing  1st  April,  the  second 
September  1st. 


34.- 


-The  Overseers  decide;  but  we  go  upon  a  regular 
valuation,  and  each  Rate-payer  pays  his  propor- 
tion according  to  what  his  premises  stand  valued 


NORTH  OWRAM  in  Halifax. 


(3) 


M.  Stocks,  late  J.  P.  for  22  years. 
Joseph  Moore,  Overseer. 


28. — None  apportioned,  but  each  Labourer  finds  his 
own  employers.  J.  M. 


29. — None. 


J.  M. 

M.S. 


30. — 5s.  in  the  pound  on  land  at  one  third,  buildings 
one  sixth,  of  Rack-rent.  J.  M. 


31. — Increased  Sd.  in  the  pound. 


J,M. 


32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer; 
attended  with  good  effect.  J.  M. 


33. — When  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  require 
a  Rale,  they  call  a  Vestry  meeting,  and  lay 
their  expenditure  before  them,  and  a  Rate  is 
allowed  for  six  months,  according  to  the  exigency 
of  their  case.  M.  S. 


at 


35. — Only  the  Overseer  takes  an  active  part, 
is  no  Vestry  to  interfere  here. 


There 


36. — Nearly  stationary  at  present. 


37. — Considered  better  workmen  than  formerly. 


34. — North  Owram  is  one  of  the  24  Townships  com- 
posing the  Parish  of  Halifax,  and  has  been 
valued  3  times  since  the  year  1830,  by  order  of 
Sessions,  under  appeals  against  the  Rate.  Each 
Township  maintains  its  own  Poor.        M.  S. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  have  no  control  over 
the  rating  of  any  person,  except  for  improve- 
ments in  buildings,  which  are  settled  by  the 
Assessors  of  the  Land  Tax  in  the  month  of 
May  in  each  year;  the  valuation,  confirmed  by 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  of  this  Township, 
being  always  the  basis  whereon  the  Rate  is 
levied.  M.  S. 


36. — Nearly  the  same  it  has  been  for  a  number  of  years 
liack.  ,  M.  S. 


37. — The  industry  of  our  Labourers  generally  keeps 
pace  with  their  wants,  and  they  are  better 
workmen  than  they  formerly  were.       M.  S. 


P.L.  (b.)--Part  III. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SOUTH  OWRAM  Township,  (Halifax 

Pakish.)  (3) 

POTTER  NEWTON  Township.  (3) 

James  Gledhill, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

James  Maude,  l  Qygj.g  j. 
John  Smithy  \ 

28. — From  30  to  40  men  are  used  for  trade  and  agri- 
culture jointly. 

28.— None. 

29. — None. 

zy."^— xN  one. 

30. — From  8s.  to  10s.  in  the  pound;  not  at  Rack-rent. 

30. — Rated  at  2s.  Qd.  in  the  pound  on  the  Rack-rent. 

31. — They  increase  and  diminish  according  to  the  state 
of  trade. 

31.- — The  Poor  Rates  have  increased  about  one  tenth 
in  the  last  year. 

32. — 'No  Select  Vestry ;  an  Assistant  Overseer.     1  he 
management  of  the  Poor  is  conducted  by  the 
Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  a  Committee. 

32. — No. 

33. — By  the  majority  of  a  Committee  Meeting. 

33. — The  Poor  Rate  is  laid  by  the  Overseers  and 
Churchwarden  for  the  time  being. 

34. — It  is  decided  by  a  valuation  of  the  Township,  and 
a  value  is  put  upon  any  new  erections  by  the 
Assessors. 

34.— The  Overseers  and  Churchwarden. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Assessors  for  the  Land 
Tax,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Committee. 

35. — We  have  no  Vestry.  The  Overseers  and  Church- 
warden, assisted  by  a  Committee  chosen  an- 
nually, decide  upon  all  matters  relative  to  the 
Poor  in  our  Township. 

36. — Decreasing  from  various  causes. 

36. — Diminishing. 

37. — Much  the  same,  if  disposed. 

37. — They  are  as  good  Workmen,  but  more  idle  and 
fond  of  beer. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


RASTRICK  Township,  (Halifax  Parish.)  (3) 

RISHWORTH  Township,  (Halifax  Pahish.)  (3) 

James  Marshall,  Overseer. 
The  Select  Vestry,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — No. 

William  Wilkinson,  Churchwarden. 
Michael  Hoyle,  Jeremiah  Whiteley,  Overseers. 

28. — Not  the  practice. 

29. — No. 

29. — None. 

30. — 6s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  by  a  recent  valuation. 

30. — 4/.  8s. 

3 1 . — Increasing. 

31. — Increased. 

32. —  vVe  have  both.  Ine  eiiect  has  been  a  more  re- 
gular and  better  management  of  the  Poor. 

32. — No  oelect  Vestry.    An  Assistant  vjverseer.  An 
advantage. 

33. — In  alt  cases  when  a  Rate  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor 
is  wanted,  the  Overseer  gives  public  notice  in 
the  church,  requesting  the  Rate- payers  to  meet 
him  in  the  Select  Vestry  room  :  when  there  as- 
sembled, grant  such  amount  as  will  support  the 
Poor  for  6  months  to  come.                 S.  V. 

33. — The  Overseers  cause  a  public  notice  to  be  given 

in  the  church  (during  Divine  Service)  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Rate-payers  of  the  whole  Township,  4  days  after  which  they 
lay  a  statement  of  the  expences  likely  to  be  incurred  the  next  4 
months  before  the  meeting.  A  Rate  is  then  proposed  by  some 
person  present,  and  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  meeting, 
whether  the  proposed  sum  be  allowed  or  not.  \y .  IV^ > 

34. — In  this  Township  a  rated  value  is  put  upon  the 
property  occupied  by  every  Rate-payer;  and  at 
the  meeting  as  aforesaid,  the  Rate-payers  grant 
so  much  in  the  pound  upon  the  rated  value  as 
is  calculated  to  raise  the  sum  required. 

S.  V. 

34. — The  pi'operty  in  the  Township  was  about  4  years 
since  measured,  and  valued  by  professional  land 
valuers,  and  all  improvements  smce  that  period 
have  been  and  are  inspected  and  valued  by  the 
Overseersjthealteredand  increasedvalue being  sub- 
mitted to  a  meeting  legally  convened.  An  equal  Rate 
is  levied  in  the  pound  upon  each  Rate-payer  agree- 
ably to  the  sum  his  property  is  valued  at.    W.  W. 

35. — Both  the  Overseers  and  the  persons  appointed  as 
the  Select  Veslrv  meet  and  act  together  every 
fortnight,  when  they  consider  and  determine  the 
amount  of  relief  given  to  each  applicant  at  every 
meeting,  as  well  as  all  other  cases  not  requiring 
relief  which  are  represented  before  them.  Ca- 
sual cases,  which  happen  on  the  intermediate 
days,  the  Overseers  themselves  settle,  except  on 
an  emergency,  when  the  Overseers  call  the 
Select  Vestry  together,  and  they  both  decide 
what  is  to  be  done.                             S.  V. 

35. — The  Overseers  only  interfere  as  stated  in  Answers 
S3  and  34.                                       W.  W. 

36. — We  apprehend  it  is  diminishing,  owing  to  the  de- 
creased price  of  produce,  while  Rent,  Taxes, 
and  Rates  remain  nearly  the  same. 

36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  increasing  claims  of 
the  Poor. 

37.— 

37. — No  material  difference. 

11 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ROTHWELL  and  ROTHWELL  HAIGH,  with 
RHODES  GREEN,  (Rothwell  Parish.)  (3) 

SETTLE  Township,  (Giggleswick  Parish.)  (S) 

C.  Jemson. 

Geo.  Wadsworlh.  ' 

Matthias  Wildman,  Overseer. 
William  Birkbeck. 

28.— No.                                                      G.  W. 

28.— No.                                                   M.  W. 

29.— No.                                                 C.  J. 

29.— Na                                     M.  W.    W.  B. 

30. — About  one  third  of  the  Rack-rent.           G.  W. 

30. — 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  the  Land  being  assessed  ac- 
cording to  the  full  Talue,  »nd  houses  at  full  half  the  Rental. 

M.  W. 

51. — The  Rates  have  diminished  the  last  year,  owing  to 

the  rating  of  the  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Company's  Canal 
in  this  Township.                                                   G.  W. 

31. — No  variation.                                   M.  W, 

32. —  We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  Assistant  Overseer, 
which  we  consider  of  great  advantage.    G.  W. 

oz.— vv  c  nave  a  K>cieci  vesiry,  anu  an  Assisiani  uver— 
seer  with  a  salary,  and  we  consider  the  effect  has  been,  that  the  afifairs 
of  the  Township  have  been  more  satisfactorily  conducted.    M.  If. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

a  J. 

33. — When  the  Assistant  Overseer  informs  the  Select 
Vestry  that  a  Rate  is  wanted,  they  order  one  of 
Vd.  or  Is.  in  the  pound,  as  the  case  may  seem  to 
require,  and  this  is  generally  done  four  times  in 
the  year.                                          TV.  B. 

34. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

C.J. 

34. — The  Assessment  is  laid  upon  the  property  in  the 
Township,  as  valued  by  competent  and  dis- 
interested persons  chosen  by  the  Rate-payers 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Magistrates  acting  for  the 
district.                                           W.  B. 

35. — The  Vestry  takes  no  part  in  deciding  the  above 
matters.    The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of 
the  I'oor  nave,  irom  time  beyond  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant  in  this  Township,  fixed 
the  amount  of  the  whole  Rate  or  Assessment, 
and  also  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate- 
payer; and  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  same 
practice  prevails  throughout  this  Parish. 

C.J. 

35. — The  Overseers  give  such  information  to  the  Vestry 
as  may  be  requisite,  and  give  their  opinion  along 
With  those  present :  when  n  is  thought  desirable 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  Rate-payers  upon  any 
measure  tending  to  a  change  in  the  Assessment, 
public  meetings  are  called,  that  the  Vestry  may 
have  their  instructions*  W.B. 

56. — I  think  it  is  diminishing:  but  do  not  think  the 
cause  originates  in  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Laws.                                      C.  J. 

36. — We  have  no  reason  for  supposing  that  the  in- 
crease or  decrease  of  Agricultural  property  in 
this  neighbourhood  is  occasioned  by  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws.  B. 

37. — Their  inclination  to  labour  is  decreasing,  although 
I  believe  they  perform  their  work  better  than  for- 
merly, e^ecially  when  tempted  by  high  wages. 

C.J. 

37. — I  know  of  no  change  in  this  respect.       W.  B, 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


S  K I  P  T  O  N-iN-C  RAVEN. 


(3) 


James  Iluichinson,  Ciinite,  assisted  by  Thomas  King  and  Thomas  Capsticlcs,  Overseer. 
James  Walls  Ellabij,  OITiciiiting  Mini.-ter,  33,  34,  35. 


28. — No  arrangement  of  that  kind  here. 


29. — None  that  I  know  of ;  certainly  not  amongst  the  weavers ;  but  sometimes  a  Master  will  give  full  work  to 
a  Fatlier  of  a  Family,  and  half  to  a  single  Man.    (The  same  thing.) 


30. — For  Cottages,  Is.  in  the  pound  ;  better  Houses,  2s.    Land,  3*.  \Qd.  for  all  convenient  land ;  about  half  for 
other  land. 


31. — About  the  same. 


32. — Assistant  Overseer ;  could  not  do  without  one.    No  Select  Vestry. 


33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  at  a  Monthly  Meeting  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  every  month,  with 
the  Rate-payers  then  present.  J.  W.  E. 


34.— By  a  valuation  made  in  1809.  J.  W,  E, 


35. — 'There  is  no  Select  Vestry.    The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers,  conjointly  with  the  Rate-payers  who  attend 
the  Monthly  Meeting,  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  town.  J.  W.  E. 


36. — Diminishing  amongst  the  large  tenants,  I  think,  in  the  average.    Of  course  the  high  Rates  assist  in  dimi 
nishing  the  property,  and  these  high  Rates  cannot  be  lowered  by  better  legislation. 


37. — Our  weavers  of  course  are  better  workmen,  and  must  either  work  harder  or  starve  ;  but  I  know  of  little 
alteration  in  the  few  agricultural  Labourers  we  have,  and  certainly  none  for  the  better.  I  do  not  think 
the  Men  are  so  punctual  to  early  hours  as  formerly.  I  am  quite  certain  that  they  are  idle,  bad  workmen, 
and  give  short  hours,  in  the  manufacturing  district  about  Huddersfield ;  neither  will  they  submit  to 
correction,  though  they  are  better  off  than  when  trade  was  in  its  highest  prosperity. 
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County  of  York  (West  KiBmc)-— cojiti?iued. 


ANSWERS. 


SHELF  Township  (Halifax  Pauish).  (3) 

SKIRCOAT  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

HKhard  Sutciiffe, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

James  Butterjield, 

Overseer. 

28. — There  is  no  such  apportionment  here. 

28.— 

29. — None. 

29.— 

30. — Last  year,  5.9.  4rf.  Buildings  estimated  at  one 
fourth,  land  at  one  half  its  full  value. 

30.— 

3L — They  have  increased,  and  this  year  they  will  be 
still  higher. 

3L — Diminished  a  little. 

82. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.  We  have  had  an 
Assistant  Overseer  for  many  years,  and  it  is 
believed  to  have  a  good  effect. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    An  Assistant  Overseer. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  rated  inhabitants  at  a  public 
meeting. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

34. — All  rateable  property  to  the  township  is  assessed 
at  a  certain  sum,  according  to  which  each 
occupier  pays. 

34. — Seven  Rate-payers,  who  are  nominated  as  a  com- 
mittee, go  round  the  township  once  in  each 
year,  to  assess  all  new  erections  and  alterations 
which  have  taken  place  within  the  year. 

35.— 

35. — "We  have  no  Church  or  Vestry  in  the  township; 
The  Churchwarden  and  Overseers  act  upon  the 
assessment  made  by  the  acting  Committee,  which 
has  hitherto  given  satisfaction. 

36. — The  little  capital  there  is  in  agriculture  here  is 
diminishing,  and  has  been  for  some  years,  but 
we  do  not  consider  it  so  much  the  effect  of  the 
Poor  Laws  as  the  fall  in  the  price  of  the  pro- 
duce, and  continued  high  rents  and  taxation. 

36. — This  being  a  manufacturing  district,  there  is 
very  little  agricultural  capital  employed  in  the 
township. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  labouring  class  is  not  dimi- 
nishing, but  rather  the  contrary,  and  men  in 
general  are  better  workmen  than  formerly. 
This  more  particularly  applies  to  men  employed 
in  manufactures,  as  we  have  not  many  in  agri- 
culture. 

37. — The  industry  of  the  Labourers  is  increasing,  and 
generally  they  are  better  workmen  than  for- 
merly. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SOWERBY  Township  (Halifax  Pauish).  (3) 


Samuel  Milchdl, 

Vestrv  Clerk. 


28.— No. 


29. — Generally  more  to  the  unmarried,  because  the 
married  with  a  family  lives  on  such  food  as  does 
not  enable  him  to  work  equally  well  with  a  man 
who  lives  well  and  is  comfortably  clothed. 


30. — About  3s.  6c?.  in  the  pound  at  rack  rent. 


31. — Increased. 


32. — We  have  botli,  and  they  have  been  of  essential 
benefit  to  the  township. 


33. — The  Overseei's,  together  with  the  Select  Vestry 
and  inhabitant  llate-payers,  in  Vestry  or  odier 
public  town's  meeting  Ibr  that  pvtrpose  assem- 
bled once  every  three  months. 


34. — It  is  calculated  according  to  a  valuation  of  the 
property  within  the  township  made  by  com- 
petent valuers  in  1804,  and  subsequently  for  all 
improvements  since  that  period  by  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  equal  part  in 
deciding  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  each  rate. 


36. — Diminishing,  on  account  of  the  great  depression 
in  wages,  but  not  through  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Laws. 


ST. — Better  as  respects  the  manufactory,  but  worse  in 
agriculture. 


SOYLAND  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 


W.  Priestly, 

Churchwarden. 


28. — Not  disposed  of  in  this  manner. 


29. — No  difference. 


30. — About  \s.  on  rack  rent,  besides  3fc?.  per  pound 

Constable  Rate.  The  valuation  of  Land  is  about  one  sixth  of  the 
r.ick-rent;  Buildings  one  fifteenth  of  ditto. 


31. — About  the  same  for  some  years. 


i  32. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer.  A 
I  considerable  saving  has  been  effected  by  that 

I  means. 


33. — The  Overseers  cause  a  public  notice  to  be  given 

in  the  chunh  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Rate-payers  after  a  lapse  of 
three  full  days  af;er  dehvering  the  notice. They  then  lay  a  statenn-nt 
of  the  expenses  likely  to  be  incin  ied  in  the  next  six  months  before 
the  meeting  ;  and  on  examination ,  if  it  meets  the  ap|iroval  of  the 
meeting,  a  Rate  is  pioposed,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  the 
persons  present  ;  but  if  not  approved,  such  Rate  is  proposed  and 
allowed  as  a  majority  of  the  meeting  think  proper. 


34. — The  Property  in  the  Township  was  some  years 

ago  nuasurc-d  and  valued  by  a  professional  land  \  aUier  ;  and  all 
improvements,  new  erections,  &c.  since  that  period  are  in':pected 
and  valued  by  the  Overseers,  and  the  altered  and  improved  value 
submitted  to  a  meeting  les^ally  convened,  who  confiim  the  said 
v.ilup,  or  make  such  alterations  as  are  thought  equitable.  An  equal 
Rate  in  the  pound  is  levied  upon  each  Hate-p?yer,  agreeably  to  the 
sum  hij  property  is  valued  at  by  authority  of  the  majority  rf  a  pub- 
lic niectint.  Unoccupied  buildings  are  exempt  from  Rates,  if  a 
cl.iini  is  made  upon  the  Overseer  as  such. 


35. — The  Overseers  interfere  only  as  stated  in  Answers 
to  Questions  33  and  34,  and  vote  only  as  other 
individuals.  There  is  no  Select  Vestry  in  the 
Township ;  but  an  Assistant  Overseer  (who  has 
been  in  office  some  years  with  a  salary)  is  thought 
better  able  to  check  the  impositions  of  paupers 
than  a  yearly  change  of  Overseers,  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  town's  affairs,  as  well  as 
with  the  means  of  the  poor,  and  before  they  ac- 
quire sufficient  information  the  period  of  the 
office  is  at  an  end. 


36. — Agriculture  is  only  a  secondary  object ;  but  pro- 
bably capital  so  employed  has  decreased  very 
much  for  years  past,  from  the  decay  of  trade, 
or  rather  the  low  wages  given  by  manufacturers 
in  general. 


37. — Probably  better  workmen  than  formerly. 


P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding)  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STANLEY  CUM  WRENTHORPE  Township  (Wakefield  Parish). 


Jalin  Maude,  J.  P.,  Moorlioiise.  (3) 
Joseph  Patrick,  Thomas  Harrison,  &  Geoige  Roberts,  Overseers.  (1) 

28. — Never.  All. 


29,  None  whatever,  by  which  means  early  marriages  are  repressed,  and  the  young  are  enabled  to  save  against 

the  time  of  housekeeping.  J.  M. 

None.  J.  P.   T.H.  G.R. 


30. — 8s.  to  105.  an  acre.  ^  J.  M. 

Land  is  rated  at  6s.  in  the  pound  upon  one  sixth  of  the  rack  rent.    The  annual  rate  will  average  about 


14s.  per  acre. 


J.  P    T.  H.    G.  R. 


31  _0n  the  increase.  J.  P.    T.H.  G.R. 


32.  We  have  both.    I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  management  of  the  Poor.  J.  M. 

Yes.    We  have  not  found  a  Select  Vestry  to  answer  any  beneficial  purpose.  J.  P.    T.  H.    G.  R. 

33.  — The  Overseers  have  the  sole  power  of  deciding.    The  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions  sign  the  Rates,  as  a 

matter  of  course,  sometimes  without  asking  a  question.  1  always  demand  the  production  of  the  last  Rate 
Book,  and  examine  into  the  arrears.  J.  M. 

The  Overseers  exclusively  lay  the  Rate  for  the  necessary  relief  of  the  Poor,  and  for  the  other  purposes 
connected  therewith,  as  prescribed  by  the  several  Acts  of  Parliament.  J.  P.    T.  H.    G.  R. 


34. — The  Overseers  decide  according  to  a  valuation  of  all  the  rateable  property  in  the  Township,  made  in  1824  ; 
one  third  of  which  being  taken  makes  the  amount  upon  which  the  Rates  are  levied  equivalent  to  rack 
rent.  J-  M. 

The  amount  of  each  individual  Rate- payer  is  charged  according  to  a  valuation,  made  in  1824,  of  the  rate- 
able property,  which,  havins;  been  sanctioned  bv  the  pavers,  was  confirmed  by  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

^    '  ^  ^  '      J.  P.   T.H.  G.R. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry,  the  proceedings  of  which  are  influenced  by  a  faction,  keeping  at  a  distance 
most  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  from  their  apprehension  of  rough  treatment,  avoid  attending  the  public 
meetings.  J' 


36. — The  diminution  is  not  attributable  to  Poor  Laws,  or  any  thing  else,  so  much  as  to  bad  seasons  and 
casualties.  J' 

Diminishing,  owing  to  enormous  taxation,  which  we  consider  wholly  unconnected  with  the  administration 
of  the  Poor  Laws.  The  Agriculturist  is  disabled  from  giving  wages  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the 
Labourers.  The  Farmers  are  apprehensive  that,  unless  a  reduction  in  taxation  and  tithes  take  place 
that  they  will  be  universally  involved  in  the  same  distress  as  many  of  them  now  suffer. 

^  J.P.    T.H  G.R. 


37  I  observe  no  difference.    Farm  Labourers  seldom  visit  Beer-houses,  and  are  the  most  moral  of  our  poorer 

classes.  J- 

As  industrious  as  formerly,  but  owing  to  the  diminution  in  wages  have  become  spiritless  and  dejected.  They 
can  neither  procure  sufficient  substantial  food  to  enable  them  to  work  as  heretofore,  nor  raiment  suitable 
to  attend  a  place  of  worship.  The  Farmers  are  so  overwhelmed  with  national,  local,  and  parochial 
taxation  and  tithes,  that  some  of  them  are  fast  veroinsc  to  the  condition  of  Labourers. 

J.  P.   T.H.  G.R. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding)  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


STAINLAND  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

STANSFIELD  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

William  Hirst,  Assistant  Overseer. 
E.  I).  Hodgson,  33,  34. 

1  nomas  &  John  Lasiwood, 

Overseers. 

28.  This  practice  has  not  been  adopted  in  this  town- 
ship. 

28. — No ;  the  answer  in  No.  4  is  applicable  here. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — Not  any  distinction. 

30. — 7s.  per  pound  last  year,  rated  one  third  upon  land, 
one  fifth  upon  houses,  of  assumed  rental. 

30. — The  Rates  are  18s.  4(Z.  per  pound  on  one  fifth  of 
the  Rack  Rent. 

31. — In  1830,  8s.  per  pound. 

31. — Increasing. 

32. — We  have  had  an  Assistant  Overseer  for  thirty 
years,  but  no  Select  Vestry. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry.  No  Assistant  Over- 
seer. The  result  has  been  a  more  equal  distri- 
bution of  the  Rates. 

33. — Rate-payers,  at  a  Vestry  Meeting  quarterly,  and 
afterwards  sanctioned  by  Magistrates. 

E.  D.  H. 

33. — A  majority  of  the  Churchwardens,  Overseers, 
Select  Vestry,  and  Rate-payers  that  may  happen 
to  be  present  at  a  meeting,  when  the  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Overseers  are  nearly  exhausted. 

T  V 
J.  Hi. 

34. — The  Vestry  Clerk  proportions  the  amount  each 
Rate-payer  is  to  pay  according  to  the  assess- 
ment of  property  occupied  by  the  Rate-payers. 
The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  are  the 
assessors  of  all  new  improvements  that  may  take 
place.                                      E.  D.  H. 

34. — In  the  year  1808  a  Survey  and  Valuation  was 
made  on  all  property  within  this  township. 
All  improvements  and  new  erections  are  valued 
annually.  Annual  Survey  and  Valuation  has 
been  made  this  year.  Such  Valuations  have 
been  the  criterion  by  which  the  Rate-payer  is 
assessed.                                          J.  E. 

35.— 

35.— Same  as  No.  33.                                 J.  E. 

36. — Diminishing;  caused  by  low  prices  of  produce, 
high  Rents,  Assessed  Taxes,  and  Poor's  Rates. 

36. — Diminishing.    We  do  not  attribute  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  capital  to  any  cause  connected 
with  the  Poor  Laws. 

37. — About  the  same  as  usual. 

37. — They  are  better  workmen. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding)  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


Lower  Division  ov  STRAFFORD  and 

TICKHILLL  Wapentake.  (2) 

WADSWORTH  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

George  Broadrick,  J.  P. 

The  Overseers  and  Liiy-payers  in  Vestry  assembled. 
Jonathan  Tyns,  Vestry  Clerk,  33,  34,  35, 

28.— 

28, — Nothing  of  the  sort  here,  as  this  is  a  manufac- 
turing and  not  an  agricultural  district. 

29. — No.  The  South  Country  system  has  not  yet 
reacnetl  us  m  this  respect,  principally  owing  to 
the  constant  disapproval  of  the  Magistrates. 

29. — No  distinction. 

30. — 

30. — 12s.  in  the  pound,  and  the  Assessment  bears  a 

proportion  of  one  sixth  upon  land,  aiul  one  twelfth  on  buildings, 
on  the  annual  value. 

31. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32.— 

32. — We  have  both,  and  they  are  of  great  service. 

33. — The  Parish  Officers,  I  beheve,  generally  through- 
out this  Division,  collect  money  as  it  is  wanted, 
by  Assessment  allowed  at  Parish  Meeting,  and 
signed  by  the  Magistrates. 

33. — The  members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  who  duly  meet 
every  fortnight,  and  oftener  when  needful. 

J.T. 

34. — This  is  determined  by  the  Rate,  which  continues 
unaltered,  until  an  alteration  in  tlie  relative 
value  of  property  has  arisen  sufficient  to  induce 
the  Parishioners  to  agree  to  a  fresh  valuation, 
or  some  individual  to  appeal  against  the  existing 
Rate,  when,  if  a  case  is  made  out,  a  new  valua- 
tion by  a  professional  man  is  ordered  b)-  the 
Sessions. 

34'. — The  Assessment  or  Rate  is  always  copied  from 
the  Valuation  Book,  and  invariably  rated  at 
Sd.  in  the  pound  upon  the  said  Valuation. 

J.  T. 

35. — I  live  in  a  self-containing  township,  and  maintain 
my  own  poor  distinct  from  any  other  property. 
I  cannot  answer  this  from  experience.  W'here 
a  Select  Vestry  is  established,  the  Overseers 
usually  consult  the  Vestry  more  immediately 
and  efficiently  than  where  they  call  a  Meeting 
of  the  parish  to  allow  the  Assessment. 

35. — The  Members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  in  the  for- 
mation of  which  the  Churchwardens  and  Over- 

cppi'c  c\T  tiip  nnni'  prp  inflnfipn    nnifp  tr*o"Ptnpr  • 

but  if  there  is  any  alteration  in  building,  kc, 
the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  take  a  more 
active  part  than  any  one  else  in  increasing  the 
value  upon  such  improvements.            J.  T. 

36  

36. — It  is  considerably  diminished,  owing  to  a  variety 
of  causes,  but  particularly  increase  of  taxes  and 
badness  of  trade. 

37. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  material  alteration. 

37. — Not  much  difference. 

Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  York  (West  Riding)  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WAKEFIELD  Township.  (I) 

WARLEY  Township  (Halifax  Parish).  (3) 

Michael  Proud,  Overseer. 
Nicholas  Ward,  fVilliam  Fawcett,  George  Roberts,  Overseers. 
J.  Bostock,  Assistant  Overseer,  33,  34,  35. 

<so. —  DiO, 

Joseph  Wormald, 

Assistant  Overseer. 

2ft  ^— Nnt  annortioned. 

29. — No  distinction. 

29. — Wages  according  to  ability. 

30. — The  last  year  we  had  two  Rates  of  Ss.  and  one 

of  6s.  in  the  pound,  at  about  a  sixth  of  Rack  Rent,  equal  to  25.4^. 
at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 14s.  2c?.  in  the  pound ;  buildings  at  one  eighth, 
and  land  at  one  fourth. 

31. — Much  the  same. 

31. — They  have  diminished  this  year. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry.    A  Committee  of  12  house- 
holders are  consulted  upon  all  important  points. 
There  is  also  an  Assistant  Overseer. 

32. — Yes ;  I  firmly  believe  they  are  of  use. 

33. — The  Overseers  of  the  Poor.                    J.  B. 

33.— 

34. — The  Overseers  decide,  according  to  a  fixed  valu- 
ation of  property  in  the  parish,  how  much  of  the 
money  about  to  be  raised  shall  be  paid  by  each 
Rate-payer.                                     J.  B. 

34.— 

35.— No  person,  other  than  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
ever  interferes  in  these  matters  in  this  tovniship. 

J.B. 

35.  

36. — Having  little  or  no  Agricultural  Capital  in  this 
township,  we  cannot  answer  this  question. 

36. — Decreasing,  on  account  of  low  wages  ;  but  this  is 
not  a  farming  district. 

37. — Industry  is  evidently  not  increasing  among  us. 
The  habits  of  the  Labourers  are  incomparably 
more  loose  since  the  introduction  of  beer  and 
dram  shops. 

37. — I  rather  think  their  industry  is  not  diminishing. 
They  are  better  workmen  than  formerly,  and 
more  ingenious  and  crafty. 

P.  L.  (B.)— Part  III. 


4  Y  4 


634  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  York  (West  Riding) — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


WHISTON  Township.  (1) 

WOOLLEY  Chapelry  (Royston  Parish).  (3) 

Richard  Lacy,  Rector  &  J.  P. 
James  Savenj,  Assistant  Oi'erseer. 

Godfrey  fVenhcorlh,  J.  P. 
John  Harris,  Churchwarden. 

28.— No. 

28.— No.                                              J.  H. 

29. — None. 

29. — Scarcely  any ;  the  unmarried  are  generally  lodged 
by  their  employers,  the  married  occupy  houses. 

G.  W. 

None.                                              J.  H. 

30. — 2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  at  Rack  Rent. 

30. — 3s.  in  the  pound,  Rack  Rent.                J.  H. 

31. — The  same  as  the  preceding  year. 

31. — Increased .                                          J.  H. 

32. — An  Assistant  Overseer  has  been  appointed. 

32.— Neither.                                          J.  H. 

33. — A  majority  of  the  parishioners,  assembled  at  a 
Monthly  Vestry  Meeting,  the  Rector  of  the 
Parish,  who  is  also  a  Magistrate,  presiding  as 
Chairman.  No  specific  sum  is  ordered  to  be 
raised ;  but  when  an  assessment  is  expended, 
another  is. granted.                             J.  S. 

33. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers.        J.  H. 

34. — The  assessments  (which  never  vary,  except  in 
cases  of  houses  being  unoccupied,)  are  regularly 
made  upon  the  Commissioners'  Rate.     J.  S. 

34. — All  pay  alike,  according  to  the  rateable  value  of 
what  they  occupy.                            J.  H. 

5.  — An  Assistant  Overseer  being  employed,  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  do  not  interfere  more  than  by 

accounts  audited,  and  to  discuss  other  parochial 
matters.                                        J.  S. 

35. — The  Vestry  decides  at  our  Monthly  Meetings 
what  weekly  pay  shall  be  allowed  to  each  of 

uui  uaupcro,  OCC.                                           c/.  ^J.» 

36. — It  is  diminishing,  but  cannot  attribute  it  to  the 
Poor  Laws. 

36.— The  two  last  harvests  have  been  good,  and  I 
think  the  agricultural  interest  is  increasing. 
The  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  (except  in 
the  vicinity  of  towns,  or  in  a  manufacturing 
district,)  has  but  little  effect.              G.  W. 

37. — Upon  the  whole,  less  industrious. 

37. — It  is  certainly  diminishing,  and  the  Labourers 
are  worse  workmen  than  formerly ;  the  reason 
is,  the  insubordination  now  existing  among  them 
from  the  excitement  of  the  times,  and  the  in- 
creasing immorality  introduced  among  them  by 
frequenting  the  numberless  beer-shops,  which 
are  the  bane  of  both  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial districts.                                  G.  W. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  ANGLESEA — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


HOLYHEAD. 


Hugh  Hughes, 

Assistant  Overseer. 


28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned. 


29. — Single  men  are  generally  hired  by  the  half-year,  and  constituted  Servants  on  the  Farm ;  married  men  are 
paid  weekly  wages. 


30. — 4s.  in  the  pound  by  the  year. 


31. — The  amount  of  the  Poor's  Rate  for  the  years  1830  and  1831  respectively,  was  nearly  equal. 


32. — Both,  which  have  materially  benefited  the  Parish  funds. 


33.— 


34.— 


35.— 


36. 


37. 
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County  of  BRECON — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LLANDEVAILOG  TREFY-GRAIG.  (3) 

L  L  A  N  V I  L  L  O.  (3) 

D.  Price,  Churchwarden. 
Thos.  Davies. 

Wm.  Havard,  Churchwarden.    Waller  Maddy,  Overseer. 
Thomas  Williams,  Deputy  Overseer, 

28. — Labourers  are  all  hired  from  other  Parishes. 

D.P. 

28. — We  have  nothing  of  the  kind  in  our  Parish. 

W.  M. 

29.— None.                                               D.  P. 

29— None.                                                 W.  M. 

3v, — 5s.  in  the  pound  at  Kack-rent.                 U.  P. 

30. — About  35.  per  pound.                          W.  M. 

31.— Very  much  increased.                            Z).  P. 

31. — Rather  on  the  increase.                       W.  M. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.                     D.  P. 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry.                   W.  M. 

33. — It  is  decided  chiefly  by  the  Churchwardens  and 
Overseers.                                       T.  D. 

33. — The  Overseer.                                  T.  W. 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is 
decided  according  to  a  valuation  made  upwards 
of  a  century  ago.                                T.  D. 

S'i. — Parishioners  in  Vestry.                        T.  W. 

35.— When  any  thing  of  importance  occurs,  all  the 
Landholders  in  the  Parish  interfere,  as  there 
are  but  four  in  the  Parish.                   T.  D. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  both  interfere. 

T.  W. 

36. — Capital  diminishes  in  our  neighbourhood,  which 
I  attribute  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Laws.                                           T.  D. 

36. — It  increases.                                      W,  H. 

37. — They  are  worse.                                  T.  D. 

37. — Much  the  same,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment. 

W.  H. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  CARDIGAN — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


ABERYSTWITH.  (1) 

LLAN-SAINT-FFRE  AD.  (2) 

j^m  j-juwcircloy 

Member  of  Select  Vestry. 

David  Evans,  Overseer. 
Letvis  Morgan,  33,  3i,  35. 

28.— 

28. — 

29. — None. 

29. — It  depends  upon  the  age  and  industry. 

SC- 

30.— 4s.  per  pound. 

SI.— 

3 1 . — Increased. 

32.— 

32. — We  have  no  Select  Vestry. 

33. — The  Select  Vestry  and  the  Rate-payers  in  general, 
although  we  have  a  Select  Vestry,  which  has  been 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  place ;  our  pro- 
ceedings are  always  open  to  all  Householders,  and 
we  have  not  put  the  Parish  to  the  smallest  expence 
for  refreshments,  &c.  since  we  were  first  instituted. 

33. — The  majority  of  the  Vestry  and  the  Overseers, 
always  decide  how  much  money  shall  be  raised 
in  each  year.                                   L.  M. 

34. — The  Select  Vestry.  The  Rate  is  always  pub- 
lished, amounting  in  general  to  Is.  in  the  pound ; 
therefore  every  Rate-payer  does  know,  or  may 
know,  what  he  has  to  pay  :  if  a  house  is  rated  at 
201.,  the  Occupier  is  aware  that  he  has  205. 
to  pay,  and  one  rated  at  5/.,  has  only  5s.  to 
pay. 

34. — The  Overseers,  by  quarterly  payment.     L.  M. 

35. — In  this  place,  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Overseers  on  the  Select  Vestry  has  never  in  one 
instance  taken  place,  because  every  body  has  only 
to  pay  his  exact  and  just  quota;  but  when  we 
rate  new  houses,  or  raise  or  lower  the  Rate  of 
others,  as  they  may  rise  or  be  depreciated  in  value, 
if  we  differ  in  opinion  about  what  the  premises 
ought  to  be  rated  at,  we  always  put  it  to  the  vote 
before  the  whole  Vestry.  The  Overseers  are 
always  members  of  the  Vestry. 

35. — At  a  Vestry  assembled.                        L.  M. 

36. — We  do  not  think  that  it  has  yet  diminished,  but 
it  is  not  increasing,  owing  to  the  great  increase 
of  Paupers. 

36. — We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Poor  Laws  have 
but  very  little  influence  in  this  matter,  with  us 
at  least. 

37. — Much  the  same  in  every  respect. 

37. — We  deem  that  the  Labourers  are  better  em- 
ployed, owdng  to  the  late  inclosure  made  on 
our  common ;  but  whether  they  are  better  or 
vForse  workmen,  we  cannot  ascertain. 
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County  of  Cardigan — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LAMPETER-PONT-STEPHEN.  (I) 


Alfred  Ollivant, 

Clerk,  Professor  in  St.  Peter's  College,  and  J.  P. 


28.— 


29.— 


30.- 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — In  my  Parish,  and  I  believe  in  all  the  Parishes  in  this  neighbourhood,  it  is  determined  by  the  Parishioners 
assembled  in  Vestry. 


34.  — In  each  Parish  there  is  an  Assessment,  in  which  the  Tithe  and  other  Properties  are  put  down  as  being 

worth  a  certain  relative  sum,  and  the  Rate  spoken  of  in  the  last  Answer  is  a  Rate  of  so  much  in  the 
pound,  according  to  circumstances,  upon  this  Assessment.  As  the  object  of  the  Commissioners  is  to 
obtain  practical  information,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  the  operation  of  this  plan  is  in  many 
respects  bad  :  in  most  Parishes  the  Assessment  is  very  old,  made  wlien  the  cultivation  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  Parish  was  different  to  what  it  is  now,  and  consequently  properties  are  very  unequally  assessed. 
In  my  own  Parish  till  last  year  several  Freeholds  were  not  assessed  at  all,  in  consequence  probably  of  their 
havincf  been  waste  Land  when  the  Assessment  was  made. 

35.  — I  think  it  is  decided  altogether  at  Vestries:  the  Overseers,  if  present,  only  voting  as  individual  Rate-payers- 

The  Overseers  of  this  County  are  generally  persons  of  very  little  intelligence,  and  afraid  to  act  in  any 
matter  of  importance  on  their  own  responsibility.  When  any  such  arises,  they  generally  apply  to 
Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions  for  their  advice. 


36. — It  is  certain  that  a  good  deal  of  fresh  land  is  brought  yearly  into  cultivation ;  from  which  I  should  infer 
that  the  amount  of  real  capital  is  on  the  increase;  but  there  are  universal  complaints  of  the  want  of 
money  and  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  stock  at  the  fairs.  This  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  one  pound  notes,  which,  however,  were  only  a  fictitious  capital. 


37. — Persons  who  have  had  a  longer  acquaintance  with  the  Country  than  myself  consider  that  no  great  change 
has  taken  place  in  this  respect. 


Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  CARMARTHW— continued. 
ANSWERS. 


LLANFAIRARYBRYN.  (3) 

William  Garner, 

Vestry  Clerk. 


28.— No. 


29. — No. 


30.— 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  by  the  year,  at  Rack-rent. 


SI. — The  Rates  have  not  increased,  but  the  4  Overseers  of  the  Parish  expended  123/.  more  than  they  levied  in 
the  year  ending  25th  March  last,  which  will  cause  an  increase  in  the  present  year,  to  refund  them. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry;  but  have  an  Assistant  Overseer  for  the  hamlets,  with  beneficial  effect. 


33. — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled.    There  are  about  6  Rates  in  the  year,  at  6d.  in  the  pound  on  the 
Rack-rent  and  valuation.    In  some  years  there  are  seven  rates,  but  not  often. 


34. — The  Parishioners,  as  in  the  previous  Question. 


S5. — When  the  amount  of  a  Rate  is  nearly  expended,  the  Overseers  make  application  to  the  Parishioners, 
at  the  next  Vestry  Meeting,  for  a  fresh  Rate,  which  is  always  granted. 


36,— Certainly  decreasing  greatly,  and  whatever  adds  to  the  call  for  money,  adds  much  to  the  distress  of  the 
country. 


37.— As  far  as  abilities  to  perform  work,  the  labouring  poor  are  improved ;  but  the  industry  of  the  country  is 
diminished,  in  consequence  of  the  decrease  of  the  circulation  of  money.  The  labourino-  Poor  in  Wales 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  equal  to  the  Englieh  labourers,  in  consequence  of  their  mode  of  livin^r,  beino- 
chiefly  fed  on  barley  bread  with  skim-milk-cheese,  and  potatoes,  without  any  beer  or  cider. 
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County  of  Carmarthen — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  L  A  N  D  I  L  O-FAWR.  (3) 

LLANSTEPHAN.  (l) 

David  Protheroe,  Vicar. 

Thomas  Thomas,  Overseer,  33,  34?,  35. 

Thomas  Evans,  Minister,- 

with  the  Assistance  of  the  Overseer. 

28. — They  are  not. 

28.— No. 

29. — There  is  not  any. 

29.— No, 

 The  Rates  are  estimated  on  the  old  Land  Tax 

survey,  and  are  on  an  average  from  2s.  4:d.  to  2s.  6d. 
in  the  pound  on  the  Rack-rent. 

30. — 21.  10s.,  estimated  by  the  survey. 

31. — They  have  diminished  in  a  very  small  degree. 

31.— No. 

J             ■  V  V  e   IKIVC   <l    OtiCCL    VColiy    cilJLl   till    XVooloLclUL  V/VCl 

seer,  who  is  employed  solely  in  the  collecting  of  arrears  of 
Rates.    The  Select  Vestry  has  been  beneficial. 

O^.  INO. 

33. — The  Parishioners,  at  a  general  meeting,  half  yearly. 

T.  T. 

33. — It  is   decided   by  a  Vestry  assembled,  timely 

notice  of  which  is  given  on  the  preceding  Sunday ;  and 
too  often  there  are  applications  for  relief  from  young  able- 
bodied  persons,  which  are  certainly  increasing  very  much  and 
will  increase,  unless  some  alterations  are  made  in  the  present 
system. 

Si. — The  Rate  is  made  out  from  the  old  Land  Tax 
survey,  except  in  the  Town,  which  is  made  from 
the  old  Rate ;  and  the  new  houses  are  rated  by 
the  Overseer,  and  sometimes  by  a  Surveyor. 

T.  T, 

34-. — It  is  regulated  by  an  old  assessment,  which  I  con- 
sider is  not  always  a  just  one. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  do  not  take  any 
part  in  deciding  more  than  the  Parishioners  in 


general. 


35. — The  Vestry  takes  the  most  active  part,  and  the 
Overseers  follow  the  directions  of  the  Vestry  as 
far  as  possible. 


36. 


36. — Diminishing ;  owing,  among  other  causes,  to  the 
pressure  of  the  Poor  Rates. 


37.— 


37. — There  is  no  alteration. 
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County  of  CAK^ARVO^— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  B  E  R.  (3) 

BANGOR.  (2) 

Robt.  Williams, 

Overseer. 

James  Henry  Cotton,  Vicar. 
D.  Davies,  Curate,  33,  34,  35. 

2o. — iNO. 

29.— No. 

29. — Unmarried  Servants  live  in  the  Master's  house, 
and  have  less  wages.    Tiic  married  are  gene- 
rally more  steady,  and  deserve  better  wages. 

30. — About  Is.  by  a  recent  estimate. 

30.— 

31. — Diminished. 

31.— 

32. — A  Select  Vestry.    No  Assistant  Overseer, 

32.— 

33. — The  Parochial  Vestry  alone. 

33. — The  Overseers  and  Inhabitants  in  Vestry,  and 
generally  two  Is.  Rates.                  D.  1). 

J.  H.  C. 

34.— The  Vestry. 

34. — The  Overseers,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Vestrv 
and  Magistrates,  according  to  a  fixed  valuation, 
which  they  have,  of  the  Parish.        J.  H.  C. 

D.  D. 

35. — Only  the  Vestry  decides. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  ;  in  case  of  difference 
of  opinion,  the  majority  decide.           D.  D. 

36. — Stationary. 

36. — Increasing,  owing  to  local  circumstances,  good 
roads,  &c. 

37.— T-About  the  same. 

37- — Certainly  diminishing;   but  the  Labourers,  in 
general,    more   intelligent   and  consequently 
better  Workmen.    I  would  instance  particu- 
larly the  workmen   in  the  slate- quarries,  of 
whom  there  are  1600  in  one  quarry. 
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County  of  Carnarvon — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


LLANGIAN. 

Robert  Roberts,  Overseer. 

Henry  Richards,  Curate,  33,  34;,  35. 


(3) 


28. — According  to  extent  and  tillage. 


29, — Not  any. 


30. — About  one-fifth  the  Rent. 


31. — Continue  to  increase. 


32.— No. 


33.— The  Vestry.  H.  R. 


34..— The  Vestry.  H.  B. 


35. — The  Vestry  decide  generally ;  but  the  Overseer  is  allowed  to  use  his  discretion  in  case  of  sickness  or  any 
other  accident. 

The  Accounts  are  audited  once  a  year  by  a  General  Vestry,  and  passed  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  district. 

H.  R. 


36. — Diminishing,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and  not  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws. 
The  pressure  of  the  Poor  Rates  themselves,  I  attribute  to  the  same  cause. 


37. — Rather  increasing. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  DENBIGH — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


BANGOR  [Denbighshire  and  Flintshire.]  (3) 

LLANARMON  YN  TAL.  (3) 

After  consulting  all  the  Overseers  of  the  Parish. 
28.— Yes. 

Evan  Evans,  Vicar.    John  lieedi.  Assistant  Overseer. 
28.— No.                                                J.  B. 

29.— No. 

29.— None.  All. 

30. — The  Rates  are  5s.  6d.  per  pound,  at  one  third  in 
the  pound. 

30. — 4*.  in  the  pound,  at  two  thirds  of  the  Rack  Rent. 

J.  B. 

31. — Increased. 

31. — Much  the  same.                                   J.  B. 

The  Rate  in  1824  was  £550;  in  183)  it  was  £I,03S. 

W.  J.    E.  E. 

32. — There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer  in  one  township 
out  of  the  four,  but  no  Select  Vestry. 

32.— Neither.                                            J.  B. 

33.— 

33.— 

34.— 

34.— 

35.— 

35.— 

36. — Diminishing,  and  this  we  attribute  to  the  low 
price  of  corn  and  cheese. 

36. — Materially  diminished,   and  owing  to  the  lead 
mines  ceasing  to  work,  and  the  Poor  Rates 
increasing  in  consequence.        W.  J.    E.  E. 

37. — Diminishing.     The  Labourer  feels  that  lie  is  not 
remunerated  for  his  labour;  all  his  endeavours 
are  thus  paralysed. 

37.— Not  any  difference.                   W.  J.    E.  E. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  Denbigh — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  L  A  N  G  E  D  W  Y  N.  (3) 


Samuel  Lovatt, 

Clerk  to  the  Magistrates,  at  the  Request  ot  John  Bonnor,  Esq. 


28.— No. 


29. — No  difference,  when  employed  as  Labourers,  the  unmarried  being  principally  hired  by  the  year  with  the 
Farmers. 


30.  — About  one  third  of  the  value.    The  Rate  at  present  in  use  is  upon  ,^400  yearly,  at  9*.  Qd.  and  105.  per 

pound  on  average. 

31.  — They  are  regularly  upon  an  average  of  9s.  6d.  and  10s.  in  the  pound. 

32.  — A  Select  Vestry.    No  Assistant  Overseer.    A  man  is  sometimes  paid  weekly  for  assisting.   No  observable 

effect. 


33. — Determined  upon  at  a  Vestry  held  for  the  purpose. 


34. — iThe  Vestry  regularly. 


35. — The  Overseers  and  the  Vestry  always  join  in  the  whole  of  their  proceedings. 


36. — The  capital  is  certainly  not  increasing.    The  cause  is  not  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  this 
parish,  though  in  the  district  the  Poor  Rate  is  heavy. 


37 — Supposed  to  be  improving  ;  the  Labourers  certainly  not  worse  workmen  than  formerly. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  FLINT — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


L  LAN  ASS  A.         ,  (3) 

N  O  R  T  H  O  P.  (3) 

Edward  Morgan, 
J.  P. 

Henry  Jones,  Virar. 
Robert  Chester s.  Assistant  Overseer. 

28.— No. 

28. —  No  such  system  or  apportionmg  Labourers  is 
adopted  here,  but  every  Occupier  employs  as 
many  as  his  circumstances  permit.  //.  J.  li.  C. 

29.— None. 

29. — No  distinction  is  made  between  the  married  and 
single,  but  every  one  is  paid  according  to  his 
ability  as  a  workman.              H.J.     R.  C. 

30. — 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  about  three  fourths  of  the 
Rack  Rent. 

30. — Qd.  in  the  pound,  and  six  Rates  in  the  year,  esti- 
mated at  Rack  Rent,  but  rather  under  it.          H.  J.    R.  C. 

31. — Very  little  increased  these  last  20  years. 

3L — Increased  by  one  Rate.              H.  J.    It.  C. 

32. — An  open  Committee  (so  called)  and  an  Assistant 
Overseer;  the  effect  of  both  I  believe  to  be 
favourable. 

32. —  We  have  no  Select  Vestry,  but  we  have  an  As- 
sistant Overseer,  and  the  effect  we  presume 
has  been  favourable.                 H.  J.    li.  C 

33. — There  is  a  General  Vestry  of  the  Rate-payers  on 

the  appointment  of  the  new  Overseers  about  Easter,  and  it  is 
then  determined  what  allowance  each  Pauper  is  to  receive,  and 
what  amount  shall  be  levied  on  the  Parish.  A  committee  is 
also  then  appointed  to  carry  these  objects  into  execution,  who 
assemble  once  a  month  during  the  year  they  are  in  office.  This 
committee  are  empowered  to  make  incidental  alterations  in  the 
allowances. 

33.— 

34. — The  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  Rate-payer  is  in 
accordance  with  an  assessment  on  the  Parish 
made  by  a  competent  Land  Surveyor  a  very  few 
years  ago. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseeers  take  no  part  in  deciding  these 
matters,  but  act  solely  as  the  organs  of  the  Rate- 
payers or  of  their  committee.  The  Parish 
accounts  are  delivered  up  by  the  committee  in 
open  Vestry  at  the  end  of  the  year's  office. 

35. — 

36. — Little  change  appears  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
twelve  last  years,  but  a  diminution  of  capital  in 
that  period  on  the  twelve  preceding  years.  The 
increase  of  pauperism  has  little  outstepped  that 
of  population. 

36. — Diminishing;  and  I  attribute  the  diminution  to 
causes  undoubtedly  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Poor  Laws.               R.  C. 

37. — The  industry  may  be  said  to  remain  stationary  ; 
but  the  intelligence  of  the  workmen  I  should 
decidedly  say  to  be  on  the  increase. 

37. — Industry  is  certainly  diminishing;  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Labourers  are  worse  workmen 
than  formerly ;  on  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  them  better.                              R.  C\ 

P.  L.  (b.)-Part  III. 
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County  of  Flint  —  continued. 
ANSWERS. 


OVERTON. 


Francis  Richard  Price. 


(3) 


28.— 


29. — None  whatever. 


30. — 5*.  in  the  pound,  at  one  third  of  the  value. 


31. — Not  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  but  we  expect  next  year  to  pay  more,  in  consequence  of  some  litigation  as 
to  the  boundary. 

82. — No  Select  Vestry,  but  an  Assistant  Overseer,  and  we  find  the  interests  of  the  parish  better  attended  to,  and 
the  Bastardy  better  looked  after. 

33, — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled,  in  the  first  instance,  which  is  after- 
wards allowed  by  the  Magistrates. 


34.. — There  is  a  Rate  by  which  each  person  is  rated,  and  the  Vestry,  if  they  deem  any  person  too  poor  or  over- 
rated, discharge  him  from  the  payment,  or  reduce  the  charge,  as  they  think  proper. 


35. — The  Overseers  do  not  act  in  any  thing  of  consequence  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Vestry  of  which  they 
form  a  part ;  nor  is  there  any  Vestry  without  some  of  the  Overseers  being  present. 


3G.— I  think  decreasing;  from  what  cause  I  cannot  say,  unless  the  low  price  of  corn  of  late  years,  and  that  caused 
by  too  great  an  introduction  of  Foreign  goods,  our  own  mechanics  wanting  the  very  same  employment. 


37.— The  industry  of  our  Labourers  is  much  the  same ;  they  are  generally  good  workmen,  and  we  suppose 
improved  ;  those  who  have  most  land  are  the  most  industrious. 


Answers  to  Questions.]    THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  GLAMORGA'N -^continued. 
ANSWERS. 


A  B  E  R  D  A  R  E.  (3) 

Henry  Scale. 


28.— 


29.— None. 


30.— 


31  — 


32.— 


33. — The  rated  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  in  Vestry  assembled  decide  upon  the  amount  required  quarterly. 


34). — The  rated  Inhabitants  in  Vestry  assembled  impose  a  certain  per-centage  upon  an  old  valuation^  according 
to  the  necessities  of  the  parish. 


35. — The  Overseers  act  only  as  private  individuals  in  deciding  upon  the  amount  to  be  levied. 


36. — Diminishing,  ovt^ing  to  the  prevalence  of  distress,  and  particularly  the  increase  of  Poor  Rates. 


37. — I  fear  not  increasing.    Miners  and  Colliers  do  not  now  come  to  their  work  before  six,  twenty  years  ago 
they  began  at  three  or  four.    If  not  worse,  I  fear  not  better. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL 
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County  of  Glamorgan — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


Parishes  of  LLANDAFF  and  RADYR,  and  Hundred  of  KIBBOR.  (2) 

Evan  David, 

Radyr  Court. 


28.— 


29. — No  difference  in  wages. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Poor  Rates  in  Llandaff,  to  which  my  former  Answers  more  particularly  refer,  are  made  quarterly.- 
At  the  expiration  of  every  quarter  the  Select  Vestry  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Assistant,  and  direct  at 
what  amount  in  the  pound,  on  the  present  Valuation,  the  Rate  for  the  ensuing  quarter  shall  be  made. 


34. — Although  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  are  still  responsible  by  Law  for  the  equality  of  the  Poor  Rate, 
yet  since  the  establishment  of  a  Select  Vestry  the  latter  has  taken  the  management  to  itself.  The 
addition  of  any  new  property  to  the  Rate  is  generally  left  to  the  Assistant  Overseer.  The  general 
practice  in  this  county,  where  no  Select  Vestry  exists,  is  to  make  the  Rates  quarterly;  and  the  inhabitants 
assembled  at  a  Parish  Meeting  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Overseers,  and  conjointly  with  them  decide 
what  amount  the  next  quartei''s  Rate  shall  be  made  at. 


35. — The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  being  ex  officio  members  of  the  Select  Vestry,  only  interfere  as  indi- 
vidual members  of  such  Vestry. 


36. — Agricultural  capital  is  still  diminishing;  in  some  degree  this  proceeds  from  the  Poor  Laws,  inasmuch  as 
they  are  now  heavier  in  many  parishes  than  during  the  War,  when  the  value  of  agricultural  produce  was 
double  the  present  amount. 


37. — Diminishing,  which  I  ascribe  to  the  want  of  sufficient  employment  at  adequate  wages.  When  industrious 
families  willing  to  work  do  not  receive  sufficient  wages  to  procure  actual  necessaries  of  life,  or  are  entirely 
destitute  of  any  employment,  their  spirit  is  broken  down  at  the  cheerless  and  disheartening  prospect  of 
relying  for  subsistence  on  pauper  pay,  and  on  being  placed  on  a  level  with  the  worst  and  most  profligate 
characters  in  the  parish ;  yet  while  the  labour  market  is  over  supplied  the  best  workmen  will  be  subject 
to  this  degradation. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  or  MERIONLIH — continued. 

ANSWERS. 

C  0  R  W  E  N. 

(3) 

E.  Lloyd, 

Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

28.- 

—Labourers  are  not  so  apportioned. 

XT 

— JNone. 

30.- 

—\s.  in  the  pound,  estimated  according  to  the  value  of  the  land.    The  parish  was 

re-valued  about  five  years 

ago. 

31.- 

—There  has  been  little  difference  for  the  last  five  years.    We  have  about  eleven  or 

twelve  Rates  annually. 

32. — We  have  had  a  Select  Vestry,  but  the  members  got  tired  of  attending  it,  and  the  meetings  have  long  been 
discontinued.    There  is  an  Assistant  Overseer. 


33. — The  Overseer,  I  conceive,  regulates  the  quantum  imposed  severally  on  the  Rate-payers,  and  the  gross 
amount  to  be  levied  in  our  parish.  ^ 

s 


34.— I  believe  this  to  be  done,  as  far  as  I  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion,  by  the  Parish  Officer.  It 
is  possible  he  may  take  the  sense  of  a  few  Farmers  for  form's  sake,  but  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt  that 
the  decision  ultimately  and  virtually  rests  with  him. 


35. — I  have  above  stated,  that  I  consider  the  Overseer  as  the  active  as  well  as  the  responsible  person ;  but  I  have 
long  ceased  to  attend  Vestries,  except  by  mere  accident.  The  Farmers  deliver  their  sentiments  at  such 
meetings  with  more  freedom  in  the  absence  of  Gentlemen  and  Magistrates,  especially  where  the  quantum 
of  relief  to  each  individual  pauper  applicant  is  in  question ;  but  of  course  I  am  in  the  habit  of  watching 
the  result  of  their  deliberations,  and  occasionally  rectifying  and  modifying  it  at  Petty  Sessions. 


36.— 


37.— 


P.Z.(B.)— Part  III. 
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County  of  MO^TGOU^RY  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  B  E  R  H  A  F  E  S  P,                (3)  | 

AND  SURROUNDING  NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

CHURCHSTOKE  (3) 

[MONTGOMEIIYSHIKE  and  SHROPSHIRE]. 

R.  J.  Duties, 

Aberhafesp  Rectory. 

Thomas  Smith,  Churchwarden. 
Thomas  J'Villiams,  Overseer. 

28.— 

28. — More  Labourers  may  be   employed  on  some 
farms. 

29. — If  there  be  any  difference,  it  is  mostly  in  favour 
of  the  unmarried  man,  because  he  is  generally 
the  younger  and  the  more  active  of  the  two. 

29. — No.    The  unmarried  are  hired  servants  gene- 

mil  V 

oU. — 

^0       1  e  1  0/7  m  tliA  nnnnrl 
Ol/.^"lo«  1\JU»  111   Lllc  L/UUllLl* 

31.— 

31. — Increased. 

32.— 

32. — Yes ;  Select  Vestry,  and  Assistant  Overseer  ap- 
pointed by  Select  Vestry.    The  effect  has  been 

very  good  j  tlie  Poor  being  better  attended  to  in  all  respects. 

33. — The  Rate-payers,  in  regular  Vestry  assembled, 
decide  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  or  other  matters,  in  each 
year. 

33. — The  Churchwardens,  Overseers,  and  Select  Ves- 
try, at  their  meetings,  make  known  the  sum  to 
be  raised  at  each  Rate,  and  then  it  is  taken  to 
the  Magistrates  of  the  Hundred  for  their  ap- 
proval before  it  is  collected. 

34.— 

34. — The  same,  with  the  approval  of  the  Magistrates 
of  the  Hundred. 

35.— 

35.— See  Answer  33. 

so. — 1  tear  it  is  dimmishing.  ihe  heavy  payments 
under  the  Poor  Laws  may  be  one  cause,  but  I 
think  it  is  a  very  slight  one  compared  with 
others. 

36. — Diminishing ;  owing  to  the  increase  oi  the  Poor 
Rates,  and  other  causes. 

37. — It  is  not  a  general  complaint  in  this  neighbour- 
hood that  the  Labourers  are  at  all  deteriorated. 

37. — About  the  same. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Montgomery — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


F  O  R  D  E  N.  (3) 

L  L  A  N  D  I  N  A  M.  (3) 

D.  Nihill,  Perpetual  Curate. 
A.  Humphreys,  Freeholder. 

28. — Not  apportioned.                                 A.  H. 

John  Thomas.     Answers  equally  applicable  to  most  Country  Parishes 
in  the  Welsli  Counties. 
John  Davies,  Clerk. 

28.— No,                                                    J.  D. 

29. — Not  any.                                             A.  H. 

D.  N. 

29. — None.                                                  J.  T. 

J.  D. 

30. — At  one  third,  and  4s.  Gd.  in  the  pound. 

A.  H. 

:5I.  Increased  about  Is.  in  the  pound.                                J.  T. 

In  1828,  in  weekly  pay,  225/.  ;  in  1829,  227/.  ;  in  1830,  245/.  ;  in 
1831,  266/.  ;  in  1832,  275/.                                         J.  D. 

31. — Increased.                                         A.  H. 

31. — Increased  about  Is,  in  the  pound.            J.  D. 

32.— Beneficial.                                        A.  H. 

32. — Neither.                                              J,  T. 

We  have  had  both,  but  both  dropped.     Honest  and  efficient  Over- 
seers are  hard  to  be  got,  and  large  pay  is  demanded.          J.  J). 

3S.— The  Vestry.                                      D.  N. 

33,— 

S4-. — It  is  decided  by  the  last  valuation  of  the  Parish. 

D.  N. 

3*,— 

part  of  the  Vestry.                           D,  N, 

36.— 

36. — Diminishing;  arising  less  from  the  increase  of  the 
Poor,  than  the  effect  of  the  Tithe  System. 

J.  T. 
J.  D. 

37. — I  understand,  much  the  same  as  formerly. 

D.  N. 

37. — Increasing ;  and  better  Workmen.         J.  T. 

J.D. 

F.  L.  (B.)  Paut  III.  5  B 
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County  of"  Montgomery — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  L  A  N  D  1  S  1  L  I  O.  (3) 

L  L  A  N  D  Y  S  S  I  L.  (3) 

John  Poole, 

Curate. 

George  Thomas,  Farmer.    Clerk  to  the  Directors  of  the 
Montgomery  and  Poole  House  of  Industry. 

28. — -According  to  the  number  of  horses  employed. 

28.— No. 

29. — Married  Men  often  £ict  Is.  or  \s.  (id.  per  weoI\ 
more  than  sinjrie  Men  ;  not  becnu.se  tiiey  are 
married,  but  owing  to  their  being  more  steady 
Workmen. 

29.— No. 

30. — 3s.  9cl.  in  the  pound  on  three  fourths  of  real  Rent. 

30. — From  2s,  3cl.  to  3s.  in  the  pound  on  the  Rack- 
rent  for  lands.    Houses,  mills,  malthouses,  and  other  property, 
pay  about  9il.  in  the  pound  [liick-rent. 

31. — Diminished  Is.  in  the  pound. 

31. — About  the  same. 

32. — No  Select  Ve>try.   An  Assistant  Overseer.  Rates 
somewhat  lower. 

32. —  We  nave  a  belect  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant  Over- 
seer regularly  appointed.   The  Vestry  is  useful. 

S3. — The  Vestry  decides  what  amount  shall  be  raised, 
upon  representation,  from  the  permanent  Assist- 
ant Overseer,  of  the  sum  recjuired  for  the  relief 
of  the  Poor  for  the  ensuintr  3  or  4  months  irom 
the  period  of  meeting. 

33.— 

34. — The  Amount  in  the  pound  towards  t'  e  sum 
wanted,  whicli  is  to  be  paid  by  each  individunl, 
is  decided  by  a  standard  valuation  of  all  the 
properly  in  the  Parish  (about  two  thirds  of  the 
real  value). 

34. — Decided  by  a  valuation  in  the  year  1801. 

3.5. — The  Overseer  produces  his  accounts  and  tenders 
any  requisite  explanations  or  information;  and 
the  Vestry,  which  is  not  Select,  then  exercise 
their  judgment. 

i 

35. — The  Overseer  informs  the  Vestry  Clerk  that  a 
Rate  is  wanted,  the  latter  proclaims  a  Vestry 
to  be  held;  some  of  the  Parishioners  attend; 
expend  4s.  in  all,  and  assess  the  Rate. 

36. — Diminishing, 

36. — Diminishing. 

37. — Much  the  same  as  formerly. 

(■ 

1' 

37. — They  are  getting  more  expensive  to  keep  than 
formerly ;  but  not  worse  workmen. 

Answei-s  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Montgomery — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


L  L  A  N  E  R  F  Y  L.  (3) 

David  Davies,  Overseer. 
John  Lloyd. 

LLANFYLLIN  Parish,  and  Hundred  of  LLAN- 
FYLLIN,  consisting  of  10  Parishes,  (3) 

David  Hughes, 

Rector,  and  J.  P. 

28.— No.                                               7).  D. 

m 

28.— No. 

29. — Not  when  employed  by  the  day  or  week,  but 

single  men  are  generally  hired  by  the  year,  having  board  and 
lodging,  at  the  average  wages  of  11.  lOt.                    Z>.  D. 
^Jonc  thst  t  know  of  j  if  they  sre  etjusHy  ^ood  worlctncrij  for  worlc 
done  by  the  piece,  by  the  day,  week,  month,  or  year ;  but  the 
fornfier  are  only  occasionally  employed. 

29. — 

SO. — 3s.  6d.  in  the  pound  at  Rack-rent.           D.  D. 

30. — 

51. — Increased.                                           D.  D. 

31.— 

32.— Neither.                                             D.  D. 

32. — 

33.— 

33. — The  Pill ishioners,  assembled  in  Ve>tries  called 

for  the  purpose,  decide.    When  the  last  Rate  granted  is  nearly 
expended,  the  Assistant  Overseer  informs  the  Churchwardens 
and  other  Overseers  of  the  circumstance:  they  call  together 
the  Auditors,  and  if  the  latter  are  satisfied  that  a  new  Rate  is 
necessary,  notice  of  a  Vestry  is  given  out  the  following  Sunday 
for  a  new  Rate.    This  is  done  4  or  5  times  in  a  year. 

34.— 

34. — A  general  survey  of  the  Parish  was  made  a  few 

years  ago  by  an  eminent  Surveyor,  which  is  amended  yearly,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  by  the  Church  wardens  and  Overseers 
nominally,  but  really  by  some  judicious  person  employed  for 
the  purpose.      If  any  Parishioner  thinks  himself  aggrieved, 
he  mentions,  in  Vestry,  his  complaint:  the  matter  is  always 
amiiably  decided  by  two  referees;  one  appoiVited  by  the  com- 
plainant, and  the  other  by  the  Parish,  who,  when  they  think  it 
necessary,  are  empowered  to  call  in  a  third.     This  plan  gives 
general  satisfaction. 

35. — 

35. — The  executive  officer  of  the  Parish  is  the  Assist- 
ant Overseer.    The  other  Overseers  are  expected 
to  attend  the  Select  Vestries  regiilarlj',  and  if  they 
are  men  of  weight  and  information,  they  are  useful ; 
but  this  not  being  always  the  case,  it  is  deemed  best 
not  to  trouble  them  with  business,  wliicli  they  are  very 
glad  to  avoid.    The  Stiect  Vestry  meets  every  fort- 
night, which  arranges  the  ordinary  business  relative 
to  individual  Paupers,  but  a  Genera!  Vestry  is  called 
to  grant  a  Rate,  or  when  any  thing  out  of  the  com- 
mon way  occurs. 

36. — It  lias  been  diininisliinfr  during  the  last  10  years, 
which  is  the  main  cause  of  the  increase  in  ihe 
number  of  Paupers.    I  do  not  consider  tiiat 
such  diminution  is  at  all  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Poor  Laws.               J.  L. 

36. — Increasing,  certainly,  owing,  in  some  measure,  to 
the  cheapness  of  labour.     The  great  evil  of  the 
Poor  Laws  is  their  demoralising  efft-cts.  In 
other  respects,  they  have  their  advantages  as  well 
as  disadvantages. 

37. — Their  industry,  I  believe,  is  rather  diminibhing 
than  increasing,  they  being  le.«>s diligent  at  their 
work,  and  spending  more  of  their  time  idly 
than  was  formerly  the  case.                  J,  L. 

37. — Not  worse,  certainly;  if  there  be  a  ditterence, 
they  are  better  workmen. 

P.L.  (B.)— Part  HI.  5  b  2 
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County  of  Montgomery — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

L  L  A  N  G  A  D  F  A  N.  (3) 

LLANIDLOES.  (3) 

G.  Hou-el, 

Rector. 

Geo.  Meares.    These  answers  will  apply  generally  to  the  Hundred  of 
Llanidloes. 
John  Thomas,  33,  34,  35. 

28.— 

28.— 

• 

r\          XT               '  C      C               11*1**.           liil  "1 

29. — None,  u  or  equal  ability;  but  tlie  married  man  is 
only  occasionally  employed,  while  the  latter  is 
generally  employed  by  the  year. 

29. — Not  any. 

30.— 

30.— 

31.— 

31.— 

32.— 

32. — 

33. — It  is  decided  by  a  Select  Vestry. 

33. — When  an  assessment  is  expended,  the  Overseers 

call  a  Vestry,  and  apply  for  a  new  Rate,  which  is  commonly 
allowed,  with  little  scruple,  until  the  close  of  the  year,  when 
the  Overseers  produce  a  particular  account  of  the  past  receipts 
and  disbursements,  and  also  their  engagements  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  which  are  minutely  examined  by  the  Rate-payers 
present,  and  an  assessment  granted  to  cover  the  year,  and  a 
small  surplus  to  meet  exigencies.                               J.  T. 

34. — A  Select  Vestry. 

34. — Most  Parishes  here  have  been  valued  within  the 

last  10  or  15  years.  When  any  change  takes  place  by  im- 
provements, or  any  one  or  more  complains  of  an  overcharge, 
the  Rate  is  commonly  amended  in  open  Vestry,  or,  if  the  ques- 
tion be  intricate,  a  committee  of  the  most  competent  is  appointed 
to  assist  the  Officers  to  amend  the  Rate.  I  have  not  known  of 
a  single  appeal  to  Magistrates  on  this  question  for  the  last 
15  years,  as  they  are  generally  considered  utterly  incompetent 
to  decide  any  such  questions.                                    J.  T. 

35. — The  Overseers  brint;  in  their  disbursements,  &c. 
before  the  Select  Vestry  ;  then  they  (the  Select 
Vestry)  decide  on  all  these  matters  by  a  majority 
of  all  present. 

35. — The  Officers  are  now  allowed  to  exercise  but  very 

litflp  inlliontv  in  tni^  pniintv     finfl  Splprf  Vpq— 

tries  have  been  also  wholly  abandoned  for  the 
same  reason.  I  have  occasionally  witnessed 
disputes  respecting  power  to  run  very  high,  but 
always  to  terminate  in  favour  of  the  majority, 
who  commonly  include  the  majority  of  inte- 
grity, impartiality,  as  well  as  intelligence,-  in 
most  country  Parishes.                       J.  T. 

36. — Rapidly  diminishing.    I  am  not  aware  that  the 
a  'ministration  of  the  Poor  Laws  operates  to  the 
diminution. 

36. — It  is  certainly  not  increasing,  but  rather  the  con- 
trary:  ari.^ing,  in  great  measure,  from  the  high 
demand  on  the  Poor  Rates. 

37. — They  are  diminished  in  industry,  and  less  diligent 
than  formerly. 

37. — 1  think  there  is  not  much  dilference  within  the 
last  20  years :  if  any  thing,  they  are  improved. 

Answers  to  Questions.]      THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Montgomery — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


LLAWRIN  Parish,  and  District  of  MACHYNLLETH.  (3) 


Isaac  JBonsall. 


28.— 


29. — No  difference  when  both  are  equally  capable  of  work. 


SC- 


SI.— 


32.— 


33.— 


34. — 


35.— 


36. — A  few  years  back  capital  was  certainly  fast  diminishing.    At  present,  I  rather  think  it  is  stationary. 


37. — Much  the  same  as  formerly.    No  material  change  is  yet  observable  in  the  workmen. 


P.  L.  (B.)— Part  IIL 
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County  of  Montgomery — continued. 


ANSWER  S. 


MACHYNLLETH.  (3) 

M  E  I  F  O  D.  (3) 

Lewis  Ellis, 

,                            Rowland  Williams, 

Vicar. 

28.— No. 

28. — 

aq  No 

29,— None  whatever. 

30. — One  sixth  of  the  Rent,  and  upwards. 

30.— 

31. — Increased. 

31.— 

HQ  — Yps  and  lipnpfitpd  Viv  it 

33.— 

33. — The  amount  is  settled  by  the  Overseers  and  Vestry 
conjunctively,  that  is,  the  Overseers  slate  to  the 
monthly  Vestry  when  a  new  Rate  is  necessary, 
and  the  latter  generally,  if  not  always,  order  the 
Rate. 

34. — 

34.' — The  proportion  of  the  payment  by  each  Kate- 
payer  is  settled  by  a  valuation;  on  Lands  about 
two  fifths,  and  on  Houses  about  one  third. 

35.— 

35. — By  the  Overseers  and  Vestry,  jointly  and  ami- 
cably. 

36. — No  alterations.    The  Farms  are  fully  stocked. 

36. — Dimini^hing:  but  not  connected  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor  Laws,  but  from  hiiih  Rents 
compared  with  the  low  value  of  agricultural 
produce. 

37. — About  the  same. 

37. — Diminishing.  For  want  of  accommodation  of  a 
piece  of  ground  for  a  potato  garden,  and  to 
keep  a  cow,  is  more  disposed  to  look  to  the 
Pari>h  for  relief,  which  renders  him  less  in- 
dustrious, but  not  a  less  skilful  workman. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAW«.  657c 


County  or  PEMBROKE— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


A  M  W  O  R  T  H.  (3) 

CAREW,  and  principal  Part  of  the  County.  (3) 

James  Pliillipps,  Acting  Overseer. 

*J  U/ltCO    jALtC  K  y 

Freestone  Hall. 

28.— No.                                                       J.  P. 

28. — We  seldom  have  a  redundancy  of  Labourers ; 
when  we  have,  they  generally  go  to  Myrlhyr 
Tydvil,  or  some  of  the  mining  counties. 

29. — None.                                               J.  P. 

29. — None. 

30. — Poor  Rale  at  Rack-rent  os.  6^/.  in  the  pound. 

J.  P. 

30. — About  Gd.  in  the  pound,  or  seven  eighths  of  the 
value :  about  5  collected  in  the  year. 

31. — Increased  Is.  last  year.                          J.  P. 

31. — Rather  increased. 

32. — No.                                                     J.  P. 

32. — An  irregular,  but  they  call  themselves  a  Select 
Vestry.    A  stipendiary  Overseer. 

33.— 

33. — The  Vestry  decide,  and  make  about  5  Rates  a 
year,  sometimes  more,  according  to  an  old 
survey,  of  about  6d.  in  the  pound,  which  covers 
the  expences  of  the  Poor  and  County  Rates. 

34.— 

34. — Governed  by  the  old  survey  referred  to  in  No.  33. 

35.— 

35. — The  Overseers  form  part  of  the  Vestry,  and  vote 
as  others  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  Parish; 
and  I  believe  the  neighbouring  Parishes  pro- 
ceed on  the  same  plan. 

36. — Rather  increasing  ;  but  totally  unconnected  with 
any  cause  in  the  Poor  Laws.              G.  B. 

36. — Diminishing  from  increased  Rents. 

37. — ^The  Labourers  here  are  hard  working  people. 

G.B. 

- 

37. — No  great  variation ;  if  any  thing  improving. 
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County  of  Montgomery — continued. 
ANSWERS. 


LLANDEWY-VELFRYN,  with  HENLLAN  Hamlet.  (3) 


John  Lewis,  J.  P. 


2S.— 


29. — I  never  made  any  difference,  neither  am  I  aware  that  it  is  the  practice  to  do  so.    I  believe  not. 


30.— 


SI.— 


32.— 


33. — The  Overseers  generally  ;  but  if  any  extraordinary  demand  is  made  upon  the  rate  which  they  have  to  dis- 
burse, tliey  mostly  apply  to  myself,  a  resident  Magistrate,  for  my  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
payment  required  :  when,  if  I  have  any  doubt  whether  the  payment  ought  to  be  made  or  otherwise,  I 
advise  a  Vestry  to  be  called,  that  tlie  Parishioners  may  be  consulted  on  the  occasion. 


34^ — The  Parish  has  been  surveyed  by  consent  of  the  Pari.^hioners  in  Vestry  assembled,  and  every  farm  is  rated 
according  to  the  value  that  the  surveyor  affixed  to  it,  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  when  a  new  Rate  is 
required. 


is. — The  management  of  the  Parish  affairs  is  generally  left  with  the  Overseers;  and  I  cannot  answer  this 
question  better,  than  by  referring  to  my  answer  to  Query  33. 


36. — I  think  that  the  amount  of  Agricultural  Capital  is  diminishing,  and  I  attribute  such  diminution  partly  to 
the  heavy  Poor  Rates,  partly  to  the  Tithe  system,  and  partly  to  the  misappropriation  of  the  public  pro- 
perty, and  the  heavy  taxation. 


37. — The  Welsh  Labourer  has  ever  been  an  industrious  and  thrifty  individual,  and  still  continues  so. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  Pembroke — continued. 
ANSWERS. 

SAINT  ISSELLS.  (3) 


John  Morgan,  Overseer. 
Thomas  Stokes  jun. 


28. — Labourers  are  not  apportioned  according  to  the  acreage. 

J.M. 

29.--NO.                                                                                                               J.  M. 

T.S. 

30. — Our  average  about  3s.  per  pound  per  annum,  at  rack  rent. 

J.  M. 

31. — Increased. 

J.M. 

32. — Neither. 

J.M. 

33. — The  Parishioners  at  Vestry. 

J.M. 

34. — A  regular  valuation  made  by  order  of  Vestry. 

J.M. 

35. — Accounts  and  orders  to  the  poor  done  by  a  regular  Vestry,  and  all  matters  settled  by  the  same. 

J.M. 

36. — It  has  diminished  during  the  last  ten  years,  but  the  Poor  Laws  have,  I  imagine,  very  little  to  do  with  it. 

T.S. 

37. — There  is  no  difference  in  the  industry  of  the  Labourers. 

T.S. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part.  III.                                 5  c 

660  c 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  FIRST  REPORT  FROM 


[Appendix  (B.) 


County  of  Pembroke — continued. 


ANSWERS. 


LEAN  ST  AD  WELL.  (3) 

NARBERTH,  SOUTH.  (3) 

L.  Child, 
J.  P. 

William  Hand. 
Benj.  Phillips,  33,  34,  35. 

28. — They  are  not,  but  every  one  employs  as  he  has 
occasion. 

28. — They  are  not  apportioned  amongst  occupiers. 

29. — There  is  no  distinction. 

29. — None,  except  a  married  man  occupies  a  cottage 
under  his  einolcyer,  and  is  supplied  with  reeular  work 
in  winter  and  summer  ;  in  such  case  the  rent  and 
regular  employ  are  considered  worth  zd,  per  day,  and  such 
deduction  is  made  out  of  the  weekly  wages  of  the  Labourer. 

30. — Generally  irom  3s.  to  4s. 

30. — Poor  Rates  are  about  Is.  per  pound  Rack-rent. 

31. — I  believe  neither  one  nor  the  other. 

3L — The  Poor  Rates  are  nearly  the  same  as  they  have 

been  for  the  last  seven  years,  at  which  time  a  Select  Vestry  was 
appointed;  prior  to  that  the  rates  were  three  times  as  much  as  now. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry,  but  no  Assistant 
Overseer.    The  eflFect  has  not  been  beneficial. 

32. — We  have  a  Select  Vestry  and  an  Assistant  Over- 

1*11              111                      f  fV* 

seer,  which  have  had  the  very  best  eiiects. 

33. — The  Parish  Vestry,  and  all  such  other  inhabitants 
as  choose  upon  notice  to  attend.    The  money 
raised  for  the  Poor  Rate  is  always  calculated  to 
cover  the  County  Rate. 

33. — ^The  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled. 

34. — The  Vestry,  with  the  other  Parishioners  who  may  | 
think  proper  to  attend  upon  notice. 

34, — The  Parishioners  in  Vestry  assembled. 

35. — In  a  small  country  parish  such  as  Llanstad  wll 
it  is  not  often  that  complicated  matters  arise  so 
as  to  raise  debate,  matters  being  always  amicably 
settled  after  a  few  explanatory  words. 

35. — The  Overseers  and  Vestry  take  part  in  deciding 
all  these  matters. 

36. — 1  rather  suppose  diminishing,  and  that  1  believe 

rather  from  an  excessive  increase  of  rents  than  from  the  admi. 

agricultural  produce,  and  consequently  rents,  attained  to  a  very 
high  pitch,  and  landlords  are  now  unwilling  to  lower  them,  as  they 
ought  to  do,  from  a  war  to  a  peace  price.    But  then  how  is  the 
grievous  burthen  of  taxation  to  be  met  ?  Much  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  will  depend  on  the  lowering  of  rents.  Much  may 
be  said  as  to  the  superabundant  population.  People  bred  to'agricul- 
ture  are  loth  to  turn  to  other  occupations,  so  that  scarcely  shall  a 
farm,  however  high  rented,  become  vacant,  but  in  steps  another, 
and  offers  a  higher  rent  still,  for  fear  another  should  take  it. 

36. — Agricultural  capital  is  increasing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  1  attribute  it    to   the  good 
management  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  (Narberth, 
South). 

37. — Neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 

37. — About  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  the  last 

twenty  years. 


Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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County  of  RADNOR  —  continued. 

ANSWERS. 

CLYRO  AND  CLYRO-BETTWS. 

(3) 

P.  Chalomr,  Clerk  to  the  Magistrates. 
R.  Venables, 

28.— 

-According  to  the  extent  of  occupation. 

P.C. 

29  — 

-No  distinction. 

P.  C.    R.  F. 

30.- 

-Estimated  at  one  third  the  Rack  Rent,  and  rated  at  Is.  in  the  pound. 

P.C. 

31.- 

-Nearly  the  same. 

P.C. 

32.- 

-No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

There  is  a  deputy  Overseer,  but  not  appointed  under  the  Select  Vestry  Act. 

P.  C. 

33.- 

- 1  he  Churchwardens  and  Overseers. 

P.  C. 

43.- 

-The  money  is  collected  generally  by  an  ancient  Rate ;  but  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time 
being  make  requisite  alterations.                                                                                      P.  C. 

35.- 

—The  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  for  the  time  being,  without  the  interference  of  the  Vestry.         P..  C. 

36.- 

—Diminished  ;  but  I  do  not  attribute  it  to  any  cause  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws, 
but  to  the'diminished  value  of  agricultural  stock  and  produce.                                              R.  V . 

37.- 

—I  have  observed  no  alteration. 

R.  V. 

P.  i..— (b.)— Part  III.  5  c  2 
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County  of  Radnor  —  continued. 


ANSWERS. 


GLADESTRY.  (3) 

John  Davies, 

Overseer. 

OLD   RADNOR,  (3) 
including  Walton  &  Womaston  Township. 

Samuel  Lewin.    George  Stokes,  Overseer. 

28.— Yes. 

28. — Not  by  acreage;  mostly  by  yearly  or  kly 
contract.                                           <  r. 

29. — The  married  men  have  higher  wages. 

29. — No  distinction,  except  that  the  single  live  in  the 
larm-houses,  the  others  in  separate  cottages. 

G.  S.    S.  L. 

30. — 13s.  m  the  pound  ;  one  third  or  the  Rack  Kent. 

30. — Rated  at  oa.  in  the  pound  ;  halt  the  Rack  Kent. 

G.S. 

31. — Increased. 

3 1 . — Just  the  same.                                    G.  S. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry. 

32. — No  Select  Vestry  or  Assistant  Overseer. 

G.  S. 

33. — The  Poor  Rates  are  made  by  the  Inhabitants  in 
Vestry  assembled,  and  afterwards  sanctioned  by 
the  Magistrates. 

33.— 

34). — The  Rates  were  made  by  a  Land  Surveyor,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Inhabitants. 

34.— 

35. — The  Overseers  make  application  at  the  Vestry, 
and  the  inhabitants  decide. 

35.— 

36.— 

36. — The  agricultural  capital  in  this  County  continues 
much  the  same.   The  general  complaint  of  the 
Farmers  is  Poor  Rates  and  Tithes.    The  low 
price  of  wool,  I  am  convinced,  hurts  the  farmers 
in  this  hilly  country  more  than  any  thing. 

S.L. 

37.— 

37. — Much  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  these  twenty 
years,  though  I  think  this  harvest  they  have  not 
been  so  industrious  as  common,  owing  to  so 
many  Beer-houses  being  open.             S.  L. 

Answers  to  Questions.]     THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE  POOR  LAWS. 
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Isle  of  JEUSEY— continued. 


ANSWERS. 


SAINT  SAVIOUR.  (3) 


Edward  Durell,  A.  M., 

Rector. 


2P 


29. — I  am  not  aware  that  any  such  difference  is  ever  made. 


30.— 


31.— 


32.— 


33. — When  the  Rate  which  has  been  raised  for  the  poor  and  for  other  purposes  is  expended,  the  constable  of 
the  parish  produces  his  accounts  to  the  Vestry,  who,  after  having  inspected  and  audited  them,  order  the 
making  and  raising  of  a  new  Rate,  and  fix  the  amount  of  it  according  to  circumstances ;  this  must  be 
understood  to  be  independent  of  the  particular  Assessment  of  each  individual  to  the  Poor  Rates,  in 
which  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands  that  the  Jersey  Vestries  are  frequently  guilty  of  flagrant  abuses  and 
gross  partiality. 


34. — Occupiers  of  lands  or  houses  are  not  on  that  account  liable  to  the  payment  of  Rates,  which  in  this  island  are 
exclusively  assessed  on  real  and  personal  property.  The  minimum  of  property  liable  to  Rates  is  about 
.^^40,  or  an  income  of  <^  1.  13.  4.  a  year. 


35.— 


36. — Increased,  but  this  is  nearly  balanced  by  the  increase  of  pauperism  within  these  few  years.  This  cannot  be 
charged  to  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws,  as  the  parishes  of  this  Island  are  still  comparatively  less 
burdened  with  poor  than  those  in  England. 


37. — The  Farmers  employ  scarcely  any  English  Labourers;  their  ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  country,  and 
their  improvident  habits,  make  them  less  desirable  than  French  Labourers,  although  they  are  better 
workmen.  The  agricultural  improvements  of  this  Island  have  been  gradually  increasing  for  many  years. 
Industry  and  a  general  appearance  of  comfort  are  to  be  met  with  in  every  part  of  the  Island,  which 
enjoys  an  uncommon  degree  of  prosperity. 
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Parishes^  TownshipSj  &c.  from  which  Returns  to  the  Rural  Queries  have  been 

received,  and  printed  in  Appendix  (B.) 


Abbotsley,  228. 

Abbot's  Miptoii  with  Kennington,  228. 
Aber,  641. 
Aberdare,  647, 

Aberliafesp  and  Neighbourhood,  650. 
Aberystvvith  (Cardiganshire),  637. 
Aberystwith  (Monmouthshire),  301. 
Abinger,  474. 
Acle,  306. 
Acton  Scott,  386. 

Addingham  Parish.  See  Gamblesby, 
Glassonbv,  HuDsonby,  and  Little 
Salkeld.  ' 

Addington  and  Croydon,  474. 

Adstock,  30. 

St.  Agnes  (Cornwall),  81. 

Aikton,  97. 

Ainstable,  97. 

St.  Albans,  St.  Michael,  217- 
St.  Albans,  St.  Peter,  217. 
Alberbury,  385. 

Albury  and  Neighbourhood,  475. 
Alcester,  537. 
Alciston,  489. 
Alconbury,  229. 

Aldborough,  605  ;  and  see  Borough- 
bridge. 

Alderbury  Parish  and  Sarum  Division, 

566. 
Aldershott,  410. 

Aldridge  Parish.    See  Great  Barr. 
Alford,  289. 
Alfreton,  121. 
Alleslev,  537. 

All  Saints  with  St.  Nicholas  (Suffolk), 

447. 
Almeley,  207. 
Alresford,  Old,  418. 
Alston,  98. 

Alverthorpe-with-Thornes,  605. 

Amberley,  489. 

Ambleside,  557. 

Amersham,  30. 

Amport,  411. 

.4 m roth,  657. 

Amwell,  Little,    See  Hertford. 
Anderby,  289. 
Angmering,  490, 
Annesley,  353. 
Anstey,  539. 

Anthony,  St.,  in  theEast  (Cornwall),  81. 

Appleby,  St.  Michael,  otherwise  Bon- 
gate,  [559.] 

Appleton-Roebuck,  595. 

Appleton-le-Street  Parish.  See  Hil- 
denley, 

Ardingly,  490. 

Areley  Regis,  581. 

Arthuret,  98. 

Arundel,  490. 

Arvans,  St.,  301. 

Ash,  near  Sandwich,  235. 

Ashford  Carbonel,  386. 

Ashprington,  125. 
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Ashurst,  235. 
Askham  Bryan,  595. 
Aston,  Steeple,  367. 
Atherstone,  538. 
Audlem,  73. 

Aveland  Hundred,  and  Laughton  Parish, 
295. 

Awlisconibe,  125. 
Aynho,  331. 
Ayston,  383. 

Babworlh,  353. 

Baddow,  Great,  167. 

Bagborough,  Bishop's Lydeard,  Combe- 
Florey,  Cotlielstone,  Kingston 
(Vale  of  Taunton),  407. 

Balderton,  354. 

Baldwin  Brightwell,  367. 

Banbury  and  Bloxliam  Hundreds,  368. 

Banbury  and  Neighbourhood,  368. 

Bangor  (Carnarvon),  641. 

Bangor  (Denbigh  and  Flint),  643. 

Bapchild,  236. 

Barbon,  [562.] 

Barcombe,  491. 

Bardfield,  Little,  167. 

Barham,  237. 

Barking,  168. 

Barmingham,  598. 

Barnby  in  the  Willows,  354. 

Barningham,  447. 

Barnsley,  606. 

Barr,  Great,  439. 

Barrington,  Great,  191. 

Barrington,  Little,  191. 

Barsham,  448. 

Barton  Parish,  557, 

Barton,  High,    See  Barton. 

Baschurch  and  Neighbourhood,  387. 

Basing,  411. 

Bassingbourne,  49. 

Batcombe,  397- 

Batley,  606. 

Battle,  492. 

Beaconsfield,  31. 

Bealings,  Great,  448. 

Beccles,  449. 

Beckford,  192. 

Beokley,  492. 

Bedburn,  North,  146. 

Bedburn,  South,  146. 

Beddington  Parish.    See  Wallington. 

Bedfont,  299. 

Bedminster  and  Environs  of  Bristol, 

397. 
Belbank,  99. 
Belford,  341, 

Belvoir,  Vale  of,  and  Bingham,  355. 

Bengeworth,  581 

Benhall,  449. 

Bentham,  607. 

Bentley,  412. 

Bentworth,  413 

Berkeley  Division,  192. 
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Berkswell,  539. 
Berwick,  493. 
Berwick-upon-Tweed,  341 
Beverley,  St.  Mary,  592. 
Bewcastle,  99. 
Bewick,  Old,  342. 
Bexhill,  493. 
Bexley,  236. 
Bickenhill,  540, 
Bidborough,  238. 
Biddulph,  439, 
Bidford,  540. 
Billesdon,  279. 
Bilton,  541. 

Bilton-with-Harrogate,  607. 
Binfield,  10- 

Bingham,   and   the  Vale  of  Belvoir 

generally,  355. 
Birbury,  541. 

Birstall  Parish.    See  Liversedge 

Bishop's  Frome,  207. 

Bishop's  Hull,  398. 

Bishop's  Lydeard,  Bagborough,  Combe- 
Florey,  Cothelstone,  Kingston 
(Vale  of  Taunton),  407. 

Bishop  Middleham,  153  ;  and  see 
Mainsforth. 

Bishopstoke,  413. 

Bishopstoke  and  Neighbourhood,  413. 
Blackauton,  126. 
Blackrod,  269. 
Blandford  Division,  137. 
Blandford,  St.  Mary,  138. 
Bleasby,  355. 
Blechingley,  475. 
Bledlow,  31. 

Bloxham  and  Banbury  Hundreds,  368. 
Blunham-cum-Muggerhanger,  2. 
Blunsdon,  St.  Andiew,  566. 
Blything  Hundred,  450. 
Blything  Hundred,  and  Haveringham 

Parish,  456. 
Bocking,  168. 

Bodington,  Upper  and  Lower,  331. 
Bolam  Parish.    See  Bolani  Township, 

and  Ham  ham, 
Bolam  Township,  343. 
Boldre,  414. 
Bolney,  494. 

Bolton  Percy,  596  ;  and  see  Appleton- 
Roebuck. 
Bolton  by  the  Sands,  269. 
Bookham,  Great,  476. 
Bootle,  100. 
Boreham,  169. 

Boroughbridge  and  Neighbourhood, 
608. 

Borrovvdaile,  100 
Bnstock,  73. 
Botha!,  343. 
Bottisham,  50. 
Botusflemintc,  82. 
Boughion  Monchelsea,  238. 
Bourne,  50. 
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Bowness,  101. 
Box,  567. 
Boxford,  10. 
Bradfield  (Berks),  II. 
Biadfield  (York,  W.  R.),  60S. 
Bradley,  North,  567. 
BraiiUree,  169. 
Branidean,  414. 
Brampton,  101. 
Bramshaw,  415. 

Bramshill,    Great    and   Little.  See 

Eversley. 
Brav,  12. 
Brede,  494. 
Brenchley,  239. 
Bretton,  "West,  609. 
Brickendon.    See  Hertford. 
Bridgenorth,  St.  Leonard,  387. 
Bridslovv,  208. 
Brighthelinstone,  496. 
Brightside  Bierlow,  609. 
Brinklow,  542. 
Brinsop,  208. 

Bristol,  environs  of,  and  Bedminster, 
397. 

Bristol,  St.  George,  195. 
Bristol,  St.  Philip  and  Jacob,  1 97- 
Brixham,  126. 
Broadway  (Dorset),  138. 
Broadway  (Worcester),  582. 
Brockdi.-h,  306. 
Brockenhurst,  415. 
Bromham,  2. 
Brompton  Regis,  398. 
Brooke,  307. 

Broom,  South,  or  St.  Jamei'  Chapelrv, 
568. 

Brciigh-ciim-Girsby,  598. 
Broxboiirne-ciuu-Hoddesdon,  218;  and 

see  H')ddesdon. 
Bruton,  399. 

Bruton,  Catsash,  Horethorne,  and  Nor- 
ton-Ferris Hundreds,  399. 
Bryan,  Askham,  595. 
Buckden,  229. 
Buckenham,  307- 
Buckland,  476. 
Buckland  Newton,  139. 
Budeaux,  St.  127. 
Bulkington,  542. 
Buhner,  170. 
Bungay,  St.  Mary,  450. 
Bungay,  Holy  Trinity,  450. 
Burconibe,  568. 
Burghclere,  416. 
Burghfield,  13. 
Burgh  in  the  Marsh,  290. 
Burnham,  32. 

Burnop  and  Hamsteeb,  152. 
Burscough,  270. 
Burlholme,  102. 
Burton  (Westmorland),  561. 
Burton  Dassett,  368. 
Burton  upon  Slather,  290. 
Burwash,  495. 
Buryan  Deanery,  82. 
Butsfield,  152. 
Byfield,  332. 

Cadbury,  North,  401. 

(Jaddington,  3. ' 

Caistor,  '291. 

Caldbeck,  102. 

Calstock,  83. 

Camblesforth,  610. 

Cambridge,  St.  Andrew  the  Less,  49. 

Carbonei,  Ashford,  386. 

Cardingion,  3. 

Cardynham,  83. 

Carew,  and  chief  part  of  Pembroke- 
shire, 657. 


Carisbrook,  416. 
Casterton,  Great,  383. 
Castle  Combe,  569. 
Castle  Donington,  280. 
Castle  Eden,  147. 
Castle  Rising,  308. 
Catherington,  417. 

Catsash,    Bruton,    Horethorne,  and 

Norton-Ferris  Hundreds,  399. 
Catwortii,  Great,  230. 
Cawthorne,  610. 
Cerne  Abbas,  139. 
Chadlington,  369. 
Chale,  417. 
Chalk,  239. 

(Jhamberlaine,  Compton,  570. 
Chatteris,  51. 
Chatton,  344. 
Chediston,  45  L 
Chelmsford,  170. 
Chenies,  32. 
Cherryhinton,  52. 
Chesh'unt,  219. 
Chesterfield,  121. 
Chester  le  Street,  147. 
Chettle,  140. 
Chevening,  240. 

Chichester  Rape,  Lowe    Division  of, 
497. 

Chiddingly,  498. 

Chiddingstone,  240. 

Childer  Thornton,  74. 

Childwall  Parish.    See  Much  Woolton. 

Chilham,  241. 

Chilmark,  569. 

Chiltington,  West,  498. 

Chilton  Cantiloe   Parish   and  Yeovil 

District,  400. 
Chinnor,  370. 
Chippenham,  570. 
Chipping  Ongar,  171. 
Chirburv,  388. 
Chislehurst,  241. 
Chislett,  242. 
Chobham,  477. 
Cholesbury,  33. 
Cholierton,  344. 
Church  Coniston,  270. 
Qiurch  Gresley,  122. 
Churchstoke,  650. 
Church  Stretton,  388. 
Churston  Ferrers,  127. 
Claines,  582, 

Claines,  a  Tylhing  in  the  Parish  of,  583. 
Clandon,E<ist,  and  West  Horsley,  478. 
Clapham  (Sussex),  499. 
Clapham  Parish  (York  W.  R.)  See 

Lawkland. 
Clare,  452. 
Clavering,  171. 

Ciaxton,  otherwise  Long  Clawson,  279. 

Clavdon,  Steeple,  33. 

Claypole,  291. 

Clayworth,  356. 

Cliffe  Regis  333. 

aiflTord  and  Cusop,  209. 

Clifton,  193. 

Clifton  Campville.     See  Clifton  and 

Haunton. 
Clifton-upon-Dunsmore,  543. 
Clifton  and  Haunton,  440. 
Clifton  with  Salwick,  and  Newton  with 

Scales,  274. 
Clun,  389. 

Clyro  and  Clyro-Bettws,  661. 
Cobham  (Kent),  242. 
Cobham  (Surrey),  477. 
Cockerham.    See  Ellel. 
Cockley  Clay,  308. 
Coddiiigton,  356. 
Coggeshall,  Great,  172. 


Colchester,  St.  Giles,  172. 

Coleshill,  13. 

Collingham,  North,  357. 

Colne,  230. 

Colston  Basset,  358. 

Coltishall,  309. 

Colton,  440. 

Columb,  Sr.,  Minor,  84. 

Colvvich,  441. 

Combe,  Castle,  569. 

Combe-Florey,   liagborough,  Bishop's 

Lydiiard,  Cothdstone,  Kingston 

(Vale  of  Tauntoii),  407. 
Comberton,  52. 
Compton  Chamberlaine,  570. 
Congerstone,  281. 
Congham,  310. 
Coniston,  Church,  270. 
Connington,  231. 
Cookham,  14. 
Copford,  173. 
Coplc,  4. 

Copt  He  wick,  611. 
Corsham,  571. 
Corsley,  571. 
Corwen,  649. 
Costessey,  310. 

Colhelstone,  Bagborough,  Bishop's 
Lydeard,  Combe-Florey,  Kingston 
(Vale  of  Taunton),  407. 

Cowley,  193. 

Crakemarsh,  441. 

Crawley,  499. 

Creden'hill,  209. 

Crosby  Ravensworth,  558. 

Cross,"  St.  (Suffolk),  454, 

Crosthwaile.    See  Borrowdaiie. 

Crosthwaite  and  Lvthc,  558. 

Crowcombe,  401. 

Crovvhursr,  479. 

Croydon  and  Addinglon,  474. 

Cuc'kfield,  500^. 

Culgaith,  103. 

Cumberworth,  292. 

Cumrew,  103. 

Curry,  North,  402. 

Curr'y  Rivell,  402. 

Cusop  and  Clifford,  209. 

Dacre,  104. 
Dalton,  271. 
Darlington,  148. 
D.irtington,  128. 
Datchet,  34. 

Dean,  West  (Sussex),  501. 
Dean,  West  (Wilts),  572. 
Debenham,  453. 
Deddington,  370. 
Denham,  34. 
Dent,  611. 

Denton  (Norfolk),  311. 
Denton   and   Houghton  (Lancaster), 
275. 

Denton,  Nether,  105. 
Derby,  West,  271. 
Dereham,  East,  311. 
Dersingham,  312. 
Ditchling,  500. 
Doddington,  53. 
Donington,  191. 
Donington,  Castle,  280. 
Downham  Market,  312. 
Downton,  572. 

Drax  Parish,  612;  and  see  Cambles- 
forth, Drax,  and  Long  Drax. 
Drax  Township,  012. 
Drax,  Long,  Township,  613. 
Drayton  (Berks),  14. 
Dra'yton  (Somerset),  403. 
Drinkston,  453. 
Ducklinglon,  371. 
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Diiddo,  154. 
Dudley,  583. 
Dufton,  559. 
Dulverton,  403. 
Dunmow,  Great,  1/3. 
Dunstew,  371. 
Diirley,  418. 
Dutton,  74. 
Duxford,  53. 

Eamot  Bridge.    See  Barton  Parisli. 
Eardisland,  210. 
Earsham,  313. 

Earlsoham,  and  Neighbourhood,  454. 
Eastbourne,  502. 

Easiham  Parish.  Se<?Overpool ;  Whitby. 
Eastham  and  Hootun,  75. 
Eastmeon,  419. 
Easton,  419. 
Easton  Mawdit,  333. 
Eastry,  243. 

Ecclesfield  Parish.    See  Bradfield. 
Ecclesall  Bierlow,  613. 
Edenbridge,  243. 
Eden,  Castle,  147. 
Edenhall,  105. 
Edgmond,  389. 
Edingall,  442. 
Edlinghani,  345. 

Edwinbtowe  Parish.    -See  Olierton. 
Egerton,  244. 
Egham,  479. 
Eiiglescliffe,  148. 
Eggleston,  149. 

Eo'linghani  Parish.    See  Old  Bewick. 
Eiing,  419. 

Elland  cum  Greetland,  614. 

Ellel,  272. 

Elmdon,  543. 

ElstoP,  358. 

Elveiham,  420. 

Ely,  Isle  of,  Chatteris,  51. 

 Doddington,  53. 

<  Liltleport,  59. 

 St.  Mary,  59. 

 Newton,  61. 

 Sutton,  66. 

 Thorney  Abbey,  66. 

— — —  Holv  Trinitv,  67. 

 Tyd-St.-Giles,  70. 

 Upwell,  69. 

— —  Winiblington,  70. 

 Wisbeach,  71. 

 St.  Mary,  72. 

 St.  Peter,  72. 

Embleton,  345. 

Enoder,  St.  84. 

Ensham,  372. 

Enstone,  372. 

Epping,  174. 

Epwell,  373. 

Ercall  Magna,  391. 

Erringden,  614. 

Euston  and  Potterspury,  454. 

Evenlev,  334. 

Eversley,  420. 

Everton,  359. 

Evesham,  All  Saints,  584. 

Evesham,  St.  Lawrence,  584. 

Ewe,  St.  85. 

Ewhurst  (Surrey),  480. 

Ewhurst  (Sussex),  503. 

Falmouth,  85. 
Faringdon,  Great,  15. 
Farlam,  105. 

Farley  and  Pitton,  United  Parishes,  578. 
Farley,  West  Grimstead,  and  Pitton, 
574. 

Farnborough,  544: 
Farndon,  359. 


Farnham  (Suffolk),  455. 
Farnhani  (Surrey),  480. 
Farnham  Royal,  35. 
Farnhill  with  Cononley,  615. 
Farningham,  244. 
Faversliam,  244. 
Favvley  (Bucks),  35. 
Fawley  (Hants),  421. 
Featherstone,  346. 
Felkington,  154. 
Felsham,  St,  Peter,  455. 
Fellham,  300. 
Fenny  Compton,  544. 
Ferrers,  Churston,  127. 
Finchingfield,  174. 
Fingest,  36. 
Finningley,  360. 
Firbank,  559. 
Fisherton  Anger,  573. 
Fixby,  615. 
Fletching,  504. 
Flintham,  360. 

Flore,  and  Neighbourhood,  334. 

Fonthill  Gifford,  573. 

Fontmell  Magna,  141. 

Ford,  346,  347. 

Forden,  651. 

Fordham,  55. 

Forest  and  Harwood,  149. 

Foston,  292. 

Foulmire,  54. 

Foulsham,  314. 

Foxton,  55. 

Framfield,  504. 

Franiwellgate,  150. 

Frant,  505. 

Frocester,  194. 

Frome,  Bishop's,  207. 

Fryerning,  175. 

Fulbouin,  56. 

Funliiigton,  505. 

Gamblesby,  106. 

Gateshead,  150. 

George,  St.,  Bristol,  195. 

Gestingthorpe,  175. 

Gibbon,  Marsh,  41. 

Gigglesvvick  Parish.    See  Settle. 

Gilliiigham,  245. 

Gisburn,  616. 

Gissing,  314, 

Gladestry,  662. 

Glanton,'  348. 

Glassonby,  106. 

GUivias,  St.,  86. 

Glynde,  506. 

Godstone,  481. 

Goring,  373. 

Goudhurst,  246. 

Gransden,  Little,  56. 

Grendon  (Northants),  335. 

Grendon  (Warwick),  545. 

Gresley,  Church,  122. 

Greystoke,  1 07. 

Grimstead,  West,  574. 

Grimstead,  West,  Pitton.and  Farley,  5  74. 

Grindon,  151,  155. 

Gringley  on  the  Hill,  361. 

Grinstead,  East,  507. 

Guestling,  506. 

Guildford,  St.  Marv,  and  Holy  Trinitv, 
481. 

 St.  Nicholas,  482, 

Guiseley  Parish.    See  Horsforth. 
Guyting,  Temple,  201. 
Gwennap,  86. 

Hackthorn,  293. 
Haddoi),  East,  335, 
Hailsham,  508. 
Halden,  High,  247. 


Haksworth,  456. 

Halifax  Parish.  Sec  Elland  cum  Greet- 
land, Erringden,  Fixby,  Hepton- 
stall,  Hipperholme  with  Brighouse, 
Langfield,Midgley,  Norland, Oven, 
den,  North  Owram,  South  Owram, 
Rastrick,  Rishvvorth,  Shelf,  Skir- 
coat,  Sowerby,  Soyland,  Stainland, 
Stansfield,  Wadsworth,  Warlev. 

Halsall,  273. 

Ham,  East,  1 76. 

Ham,  VVest,  176. 

Hamble,  421. 

Hambleden,  36. 

Hambledon,  422. 

Hambleton,  616. 

Hampreston,  142. 

Hampton-in-Arden,  545. 

Hamsey,  508. 

Hamsterley.  See  South  Bedburn. 

Hanbury  and  Wootton  Wawen,  556. 

Handborough,  374. 

Handforth-cum-Bosden,  75. 

Hanley  Castle,  585. 

Harbledown,  St.  Michael,  247. 

Harby,  281. 

Ilarle'stone,  336. 

Harlow,  177. 

Harnham,  348. 

Harpsden,  374. 

Harrietsham,  248. 

Harston,  57. 

Hartfield,  509. 

Harting,  509. 

Hartlebury,  585. 

Hartley  Wintnev,  422. 

Harthi),  248. 

Hartsop  and  Patterdale,  560. 

Hasilbury  Bryan,  141. 

Haslemere,  482. 

Hastings,  Rape  of,  510. 

Hatfield,  617. 

Hatfield  Peverel,  177. 

Hat  hern,  282. 

Haughton  and  Denton,  275. 

Hauuton  and  Clifton,  440. 

Haveringbam    Parish,   and  Blything 

Hundred,  456. 
Hawkhurst,  249. 
Havvkshead,  273. 
Hawksworth,  361. 
Hawton,  362. 
Haynford,  315. 
Hay  ton,  107. 

Headingley  cum  Burley,  617. 
Headington,  375 
Healaugb,  596. 
Heath  field,  511. 
Heavitree,  128. 
Heckingham,  315. 
Heddington,  576. 
Hedingham,  Castle,  178. 
Hedingham,  Sible,  178. 
Hedsor,  37. 
Heighington,  151. 
Hellingly,  511. 
Hemel  Hempstead,  219. 
Hendred,  East,  15. 
Henllan.    See  Llandewy-Velfry. 
Henny,  Great,  179. 
Heptonstall,  618. 

Hertford,  All  Saints  and  St.  John,  220. 
Hertingfordburv,  220. 
Herriard,  423.' 
Herstmoiiceaux,  512. 
Hesket,  108. 

Heversham  Parish.    See  Crosthwaite. 
Hewick,  Copt,  611. 
Htytesburv,  575. 
Higham,  250. 
Hildenley,  599. 
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Hipperliolme  witli  Brighoiise,  GI8. 
Histon,  St.  Andrew  with  St.Ethered,  T)/. 
Hoddesdon,  221. 
Hogsihorpe,  293. 
Holbead),  294. 
Holme  Cultram,  108. 
Holmer,  210. 
Holmside,  152. 

Holt,  including  Little  Witley,  586. 
Helton,  375. 
Holyhead,  635. 
Hooton  and  Eastliani,  75. 
Hope  under  Dinmore,  211. 
Hor3thorne,Bruton,  Catsash,  &  Norton- 
Ferris  Hundreds,  359. 
Horley,  483. 
Horncliffe,  155. 
Hornsea,  592. 
Horsfortli,  619. 
Horsley,  Long,  349. 
Horsley,  West,  and  East  Clandon,  478. 
Horsaionden,  249. 
Horsted,  Little,  512. 
Horton,  37. 

Houghton  (Norfolk,)  31C. 
Houghton  and  Denton  (Lancaster), 
275. 

Huish  Episcopi,  404. 
Hull,  Bishop's,  398. 
Hungerford   and  Ramsbury  District, 
576. 

Hunsonby  and  Winskill,  109. 
Hunston,  457. 
Hurley,  16. 
Hurstpierrepoint,  513. 
Huttoft,  294. 
Hutton  Bushell,  599. 
Hutton  in  the  Forest,  109. 

Ibstone,  38. 
Iddesleigh,  129. 
Ifield,  513. 

Ilketshall,  St.  Andrew,  457. 

.   St.  John,  458. 

— —  St.  Lawrence,  458. 

Ingatestone,  179. 
Ingleby  Greenhow,  600. 
Ippollitts,  221. 
Ipsden,  376. 
Iron  Acton,  195. 
Irton,  110. 
Isfield,  514. 
Islebam,  58. 
Issells,  St.,  659. 
Ive,  St.,  87. 
Iver,  38. 

James,  St.,  Chapelry,  or  South  Broom, 
568. 

Jarrow.  .See  South  Shields  and  Westoe. 
Jersey,  Isle  of,  St.  Saviour,  663. 
John,  St.,  sub  Castro,  514. 

Kea.  87. 
Kelveden,  180. 
Kenipston,  4. 

Kendal,  and  surrounding  Countrj',  5C0. 

Kersey,  459. 

Kesgrave,  459. 

Kettering,  336. 

Kettleburgh,  460. 

Kew,  St.,  88. 

Kibbor  Hundred,  and   Llandaff  and 

Radyr  Parishes,  648. 
Kibworth  Beauchamp,  282. 
-  Harcourt,  283. 

Kidlington,  376. 

Kildwick    Parish.    See  Farnliill-with- 

Cononley. 
Kineton,  546. 

King's  Lynn,  St.  Margaret,  31 6. 


King's  Norton,  586. 

Kingston,  Bagborough,  Bishop's  Ly- 

deard,  Combe-Florey,  Cothelstone, 

(Vale  of  Taunton),  407. 
Kinlet,  390. 
Kintbury,  16. 

Kirby  Lonsdale  Parish.    See  Barbon, 

Firbank,  and  Middleton. 
Kirdford,  515. 

Kirkandrews  upon  Eden,  110. 
 Esk,  111;   and  see 

Nicholforest. 
Kirkby-Stephen,  561. 
Kirkby-Thore, 561 ;  and  see  Milbourne. 
Kirkdale  Division,  274. 
Kirkham.    See  Clifton  with  Salwick, 

and  Newton  with  Scales. 
Kirkland,  111. 
Kirk  Langley,  122. 
Kirkoswald,  112. 

Knaresborough  Parish.    See  Bilton. 
Knightlow  Hundred,  546. 

Lambourne,  17. 
Lampeter-Pont-Stephen,  638. 
Lanchesler,  152. 

Lanchester  Parish.  See  Burnop  and 
Hamsteels,  Butsfield,  and  Holm- 
side. 

Landewednack  or  Lizard,  88. 

Landican,  76. 
Landkey,  129. 
Lanercost.    See  Burtholme. 
Langarran,  211. 
Langfield,  619. 
Langley  Marish,  39. 
Langwathby,  1 1 2. 
Lanreatli,  89. 
Lapvvorth,  547. 

Laughton  Parish,  and  Aveland  Hundred, 

295. 
Lawford,  1 80. 
Lawkland,  621. 

Lawrence,  St.  (Isle  of  Thanet),  251. 
Lawshall,  All  Saints,  460. 
Laxfield,  461. 
Leamington  Hastings,  547- 
Leckhampstead,  39. 
Ledbury,  212. 

Leeds  Parish,   *S^ee  Headingley  cum 

Burley. 
Leftwich,  76. 
Leicester,  St.  Mary,  283. 
Leigh  (Kent),  251. 
Leigh-cum-Evington  (Gloucester),  1 96. 
Leigh,  Little  (Cheshire),  77. 
Leighton  (Cheshire),  77. 
Leighton  (Hunts),  232. 
Lenham,  252. 
Leominster,  212. 
Letcombe  Regis,  18. 
Levan,  St.    See  Buryan  Deanery. 
Leven,  593. 

Lewes,  Neighbourhood  of,  515. 

Lewisham,  263. 

Ley  ton,  St.  Mary,  181. 

Liddington,  577. 

Lidlingtop,  5. 

Limpsfield,  483. 

Lindfield,  516. 

Lingfield,  484. 

Linton,  58. 

Littleport,  59. 

Livermere,  461. 

Liversedge,  620. 

Lizard,  or  Landewednack,  88. 

Llanarmon  vn  Tal,  643. 

Llanassa,  645. 

Llandaff  &  Radvr  Parishes,  and  Kibbor 

Hundred,  648. 
Llandevailog  Trefy-Graig,  636. 


Llandewy-Velfry,  with  Henllan  Hamlet, 
658. 

Llandilo-Fawr,  640. 

Llandinam,  651. 

Llaudisilio,  652. 

Llandyssil,  652. 

Llanerfyl,  653. 

Llanfairarybryn,  639. 

Llanfyllin  Parish  and  Hundred,  653. 

Llangadfan,  654. 

Llangedwyn,  644. 

Llangiaii,  642. 

Llanidloes,  654. 

Llanover,  Lower,  302. 

Llan-Saint-Ffread,  637. 

Llanstadwell,  660. 

Llanstephan,  640. 

Llanva])ley,  302. 

Llanvillo,  636. 

Llawrin  Parish,  and  District  of  Ma- 
chynlleth, 655. 

Loddington,  337. 

Lodsworth,  516. 

Lonend,  156. 

Longdon,  442. 

Longfleet,  142. 

Longridge,  156. 

Long  Sutton,  430. 

Long  Wittenham,  19. 

Looe,  West,  89. 

Loughton,  181. 

Loweswater,  113. 

Lutterworth,  284. 

Lydbury,  North,  391. 

Lydeard,  Bishop's,  Bagborough, Combe- 
Florey,  Cothelstone,  Kingston, 
(Vale  of  Taunton),  407. 

Lynn  Regis,  St.  Margaret,  316. 

Lyonshall,  213. 

Machynlleth    District,   and  Llawrin 

Parish,  655. 
Machynlleth  Parish,  656. 
Madeley,  392. 
Mainsfonh,  152. 
Maldon,  St.  Mary,  182. 
Malmesbury  Parish.    See  Rodborne. 
Mancester  Parish.    See  Atherstone. 
Manchester  Parish.   See  Denton  and 

Haiighton. 
Mangersbury,  196. 
Maplestead,' Great,  182. 
Marden,  253. 
Mareham-le-Fen,  295. 
Margaret,  St.,  near  \^'are,  222. 
Margate,  St.  John,  25-1. 
Market  Overton,  384. 
Markham,  East,  362. 
Marlow,  Great,  40. 

  Little,  40. 

Marr,  621. 
Marsh  Gibbon,  41. 
Marston,  256. 
Mast.on,  Long,  597. 
Marton,  Long,  562. 
Mary,  St.,  eW,  59. 
Massingham,  Little,  317. 
Mattishall,  318. 
Mattishall  Burgh,  318. 
Maulden,  5. 
Mawnan,  90. 
May6eld,  517. 
Medmenham,  41. 

Meeching,  otherwise  Newhaven,  517. 

Melbourne,  60. 

Meldreth,  60, 

Melmerby,  113. 

Melton  Mowbray,  284. 

Meols,  North,  275. 

Meppershall,  6. 

Meriden,  548. 
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Merrow,  484. 

Merryn,  St.,  90. 

Merstham,  485. 

Mettingham,  463. 

Michaelraersh,  423. 

Middlehani,   Bishop,   153  ;   and  see 

Mainsfortl). 
Middleton,  562. 
Middleton  Cheyney,  337. 
Middleton-in-Teesdale.  See  Eggleston, 

Forest  and  Harwood,  Newbiggin. 
Midgley,  621. 
Milbourne,  563. 
Millbrook,  424. 
Millford,  424. 
Milstead,  254. 
Milton,  (Berks,)  20. 
Milton,  (Hants,)  425. 
Milton  Damarel,  130. 
Milton,  Great,  377. 
Minstead,  Isle  of  Sheppey,  255. 
Minstead,  425. 
Minster,  Isle  of  Sheppey,  255. 
Missenden,  Great,  42. 
Misson,  363. 
Mitcham,  485. 
Mitford,  349. 
Mollington,  377. 
Monk  Sherborne,  428. 
Monkton  Farleigb,  577. 
More  Crichel,  143. 
Moreton,  143. 

Morpeth  Parish.  See  Shilvington. 
Mortlake.  486. 
Morval,  91. 

Moulton  (Lincoln),  296. 

Moiilton  (Northhants)  338. 

Mountfield,  519. 

Much  Woolton,  278. 

Muskham,  South,  363. 

Myfod,  657. 

Mynydd  Ysllwyn,  303. 

Nantwich.  See  Leighton  (Cheshire). 

Napton,  548. 

Narbertb,  South,  660. 

Nayland,  462. 

Nether  Stowey,  407. 

Nether  Wallop,  431. 

Newbiggin,  153. 

Newdigate,  486. 

Newhaven,  otherwise  Meeching,  517. 

Newlyn  East,  91. 

Newton,  Isle  of  Ely,  61. 

Newton  Borough  and  Township,  276. 

Newton,  Buckland,  139. 

Newton  Ferrers,  130. 

Newton  with  Scales,  and  Clifton  with 

Salwick,  274. 
Nicholforest,  1 14. 
Nonnington,  257. 

Norhani  Parish,  159,  and  see  Duddo, 
Felkington,  Grindon,  Horncliffe, 
Lonend,  Longridge,  Norham 
Township,  Norhani  Mains,  Shores- 
wood,  Thornton  (Durham),Twizel. 

Norham  Township,  157. 

Norham  Mains,  157. 

Norland,  622. 

Northallerton,  600. 

Northfleet,  256. 

Northhill  (Cornwall),  92. 

Northiam,  518. 

Northill  (Beds),  6. 

Northlove,  463. 

Northop,  645. 

Northover,  404. 

Norton,  160. 

Norton  Bavant,  578. 

Norton-Ferris,  Bruton,  Catsash,  and 
Horethorne  Hundreds,  399. 


Norton,  Hook,  378. 
Norton,  King's,  586. 
Nottingham,  St.  Mary,  364. 
Notton,  622. 

Oddington  Parish,  and  Ploughley  Hun- 
dred, 378. 
Odiham,  426. 

Offlow  North,  Hundred  of,  123. 
Ollerton,  364. 
Ombersley,  587. 
Ongar,  Chipping,  171. 
Orlingbury,  339. 

Ormsby,  South,  cum  Ketsby,  296. 

Ormskirk.    See  Burscough. 

Orton,  563. 

Orwell,  61. 

Oswestry,  392. 

Ovenden,  623. 

Over,  62. 

Overpool,  78. 

Overton,  646. 

Overton,  Market,  384. 

Oving,  42. 

Owram,  North,  623. 

 ,  South,  624. 

Oxford,  St.  Giles.  See  Summertown. 
Oxted,  487. 

Padiham,  276. 
Pad  worth,  21. 
Pakenhani,  464. 
Pamber,  426. 
Papworth  St.  Agnes,  62. 
Parkstone,  144. 
Patrington,  594. 
Pembridge,  214. 

Pembrokeshire,  Carew  and  chief  part 

of,  657. 
Pemburj-,  258. 
Penzance,  93. 

Percy,  Bolton,  596  ;  and  see  Appleton- 

Roebuck. 
Pershore,  Holy  Cross,  587. 
Pershore  Division,  588,  589. 
Peter  the  Apostle,  St.  (Isle  of  Thanet), 

259. 

Petherwin,  South,  94. 

Philip  and  Jacob,  St.,  Bristol,  197. 

Pitney,  405. 

Pitton  and  Farley,  United  Parishes,  578. 
Pitton,  Farlev,  and  West  Grimstead, 
574. 

Ploughley  Hundred,  and  Oddington 

Parish,  378. 
Plumbland,  1  14. 
Plympton,  Si,  Marj',  131. 
Plymstock,  131. 
Poleing,  519. 
Ponsonby,  115. 
Porteskewett,  304. 
Potter  Newton,  624. 
Potterspury  and  Euston,  454. 
Preston  (Gloucester),  197. 
Preston,  near  Faversham  (Kent),  258. 
Preston  (York,  E.  R.),  593. 
Prittlewell,  183. 
Puddington,  7. 
Pulboiough,  520. 
Pyrton,  379. 

Quatt,  393. 
Quorndon,  285. 

Radford  Semele,  549. 

Radnor,  Old,  including  Walton  and 

Womaston  Township,  662. 
Radway,  549. 

Radvr    and    Llandaff  Parishes,  and 

'Kibbor  Hundred,  648. 
Rainham,  West,  319. 


Rampisham,  144. 
Ramsbury,  579. 

Ramsbury  and  Hungerford  District,  570. 

Rasen,  West,  297. 

Ramsey,  233. 

Rastrick,  625. 

Ravensworth,  Crosby,  558. 

Ravleigh,  183. 

Reading,  St.  Mary,  22. 

Redbourne,  222. 

Redenhall  with  Harleston,  319. 

Redisham,  Great,  464. 

Reeth,  601. 

Renwick,  115. 

Repton  and  Gresly,  Hundred  of,  \  L'3. 
Rhodes  Green.    See  Rothvvell. 
Ringmer,  520. 
Ringsfield,  465. 
Ringwood,  427. 

Ripon  Parish.    See  Copt  Hewick. 
Rishworth,  625. 
Rising,  Castle,  308. 
Rissington,  Great,  1 9vS. 

 Little,  1 98. 

 Wick,  199. 

Rivell ,  Curry,  402. 
Rocester,  443. 
Roche,  94. 

Rochester,  St.  Margaret,  260. 
Rochford,  184. 
Rockfield,  304. 
Rodborne,  579. 
Rodmersham,  260. 
Rogate,  521. 
Rolvenden,  261. 
Romford,  185. 
Romsey  Extra,  427- 
Rostherne,  78. 
Rotherfield,  521. 

Rothwell  and  Rothwell  Haigb,  with 

Rhodes  Green,  626. 
Rottingdean,  522. 
Rongham,  466. 
Royston  (Cambridge),  63. 
Royston  Parish   (York  W.  R.)  See 

Notton  and  Woolley. 
Ruan  Major,  95. 
Rudford,  199. 
Rudham,  East,  322. 
Rugby,  550. 

Runcorn.    See  TheKvall. 
Ryton.    See  Winlaton. 

Sacombe,  223. 
Salehurst,  522. 
Salkeld,  Great,  1 1 6. 

  Little,  116. 

Sarum  Division,  and  Alderbury  Parish, 
566. 

Saviour,  St.  (Isle  of  Jersey),  663. 

Sawston,  64. 

Saxlingham,  320. 

Scole,  and  Neighbourhood,  32!. 

Sculthorpe,  322. 

Seaford,  523. 

Sedburg  Parish.    See  Dent. 
Sedgeley,  445. 

Seddlescomb  and  Westfield,  523. 
Selattyn,  393. 
Selmeston,  524. 
Semer,  466. 
Send  and  Ripley,  487. 
Sennen.    See  Buryan  Deanerv. 
Settle,  626. 
Shap,  564. 
Sharnbrook,  7. 
Shavvbury,  394. 
Sheepy  Magna,  286. 
Sheepy  Magna  et  Parva,  285. 
Sheffield  Parish.    See  Brightside  Bier- 
low  and  Ecclesall  Eierlo.y. 
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Shelf,  628. 
Shelford,  Great,  64. 

 Little,  ()5. 

Shenlcy,  224. 

Shenstone,  444. 

Sheppey,  Isle  of,  Minstead,  2r)5. 

 '■ —  Minster,  255. 

Sherborne,  145. 

Sherborne,  Monk,  428. 

Sherfield  English,  428. 

Sherrington,  43. 

Shields,  South,  ICl. 

Shilvington,  351. 

Shobdon,  213. 

Shobrooke,  132. 

Shorehani,  Old,  524. 

Shoreswood,  158. 

Sholtesbrook,  21. 

Shottisham,  323. 

Shrewsbury,  St.  Alkmond,  394. 

Shrivenham,  22. 

Shutford  West,  379. 

Sidestrand,  323. 

Silchcster,  429. 

Silkstone.    See  Barnsley. 

Singleton,  525. 

Skipton-in-Craven,  627- 

Skircoat,  628. 

Skirvvith,  117. 

Slaugham,  525. 

Slaughton,  Upper,  200. 

Smeeton  Westerby,  287. 

Snitterfield,  551. 

Soberton,  429. 

Sockbridge  and  Yanvvorth.  See  Barton. 
Solihull,  551. 
Sonipting,  526. 

Southelmham,  St.  Margaret,  467. 

.  St.  Mirhael,  467. 

Southill-cum-Warden,  8. 

Sowerby,  629. 

Sowerbv,  Temple,  564. 

Sovland,  629. 

Spklding,  297. 

Spaxton,  405. 

Speen,  23. 

Speldhurst,  262. 

Springfield,  186. 

Sprovvston,  324. 

Staffield,  117. 

Stainland,  631. 

Standish  with  Langtree,  277. 

Stanford,  589. 

Stanhope,  168. 

Stanley-cuni-Wrenthorpe,  630. 

Stansfield,  631. 

Stanstead,  468. 

Stanstead  Abbots,  225. 

Stanstead  Mountficher,  185. 

Stapleton.    See  Belbank. 

Starston,  325. 

Startforth,  603. 

Stebbing,  187. 

Steeple  Aston,  367. 

Steeple  Claydon,  33. 

Stephen,  St.,  by  Saltash,  95. 

Slechworth,  65. 

Stevenage,  225. 

Stiffkey,  324. 

Stilton,  233. 

Stisted,  187. 

Stogumber,  406. 

Stoke  Albany,  339. 

Stoke,  East,  365. 

Stoke  St.  Gregory,  406. 

Stoke  Pogis,  44. 

Stokesley,  and  Neighbourhood,  602. 
Stondon  Massey,  188. 
Stone,  590. 
Stoneleigh,  552. 
Slough  ton,  526. 


Slowey,  Nether,  407. 
Stradbrooke,  468. 

Stradbrooke,  and  Eastern  Division  of 

Suffolk,  469. 
Strafford    and    Tickhill  Wapentake, 

Lower  Division  of,  632. 
Stratford,  Old,  552. 
Streatham,  488. 
Stretton,  Church,  388. 
Strickland,  Little,  565. 
Strond,  200. 

Strubbv  wiih  Woodthorpe,  298. 
Sudbury,  123. 

Suffolk,  Eastern  Division  of,  and  Strad- 
brooke, 469. 
Summertown,  380. 
Sunderland,  162. 
Sundridge,  262. 
Sunningwell,  23. 
Sussex,  Eastern  Division  of,  503. 
Sutton,  Isle  of  Ely,  66. 

 Great,  79. 

 Little,  79. 

 Long,  430. 

 Wick,  24. 

Talland,  96. 
TaiDcrton  Foliatt,  132. 
Tangley,  430. 
Tanworlh,  553. 
Tardebigg,  590. 
Taunton,  Vale  of,  407- 
Teniple  Guyting,  201. 
Ten)ple  Sowerby,  564. 
Tenterden,  263. 
Tettenhall,  415. 
Tewskesburv,  201. 
Tey,  Great, "[187.] 
Thakeham,  527. 

Tlianet,  I.-le  of,  St.  Lawrence,  251. 

  Margate,  St.  John,  254. 

 St.PetertlieApost!e,259. 

Thalcliam,  24. 

Thaxted,  189. 

Thtlvvall,  80. 

Thorington,  469. 

Thornbtirv,  204. 

Tliorne  Coffin,  408. 

Tliorney  Abbey,  Isle  of  Ely,  66. 

Thornton,  45. 

Thornton,  158. 

Thornton,  Childer,  74. 

Thorpe-le-Soken,  190. 

Thorverton,  133. 

Threckingham,  298. 

Thurnham,  263. 

Thursford,  326. 

Ticehurst,  528,  529. 

Tillington,  527. 

Tissington,  124. 

Titch field,  431. 

Todenham,  202. 

Tonbridge,  264. 

Totness,  133. 

Tottenham,  299. 

Tovvnstall,  134. 

Trinity,  Holy,  Isle  of  Ely,  67. 

Trumpington,  67. 

'J'urvey,  8. 

Turville,  45. 

Twinehani,  530. 

Twining,  203. 

Twizel,  159. 

Twvcross,  387. 

Tyd-St. -Giles,  70. 

Uffington,  25. 
Ufton  Nervet,  26. 

Ulverston,  277;  and  sficChurch  Coniston. 
Uplynie,  154. 
Uplon-cum-Cbalvey,4G. 


Upwell,  Isl«  of  Ely,  69. 
Usk,  305. 

Uttoxeter  Parish.    See  Crakemarsh. 

Wadhurst,  530. 
Wadsworth,  632. 
Wakefield.  &33. 

Wakefield  Parish.  See  Alverthorpe  with 
Thornes,  Stanley  cum  Wrenthorpe. 
Wakering,  Great,  [187.] 
Waldingfield,  Great,  470. 
Waldron,  531. 
Walford,  215. 
Wallington,  489. 
Wallop,  Nether,  431. 
Walsall,  Foreign  of,  446. 
Walsall  Borough,  446. 
Walsham,  South,  327. 
Walsham  le  Willows,  471. 
Waltham,  288. 

 Great,  [188.] 

 Little,  [188.] 

 North,  432. 

 White,  29. 

Walihamslow,  [189.] 
Walton,  118. 

Walton  on  the  Hill  Parish.    See  AVest 
Derby. 

Walton  on  the  Hill  Township,  278. 
Walton  and  Womaston  Township.  See 

Old  Radnor. 
Walton.  Wood,  234. 
W^arboys,  233. 
AVargrave,  26,  27. 
Warham,  327. 
AVarley,  633. 
Warminster,  580. 
Warnborough,  South,  432. 
Warsop,  365. 
Wasing,  28. 
AVaterbeach,  68. 
AA'aterhead.  118. 
Waterstock,  381. 
Watford,  226. 
AA^ath,  603. 
AA'atlington,  382. 
AA'averton,  119. 
AA^earmouth,  Bishop's,  162. 
AVelford,  205. 
AVellesbourn  Hastings,  553. 

 Mountford,  554. 

Wellington.  395. 
AA^ehvvn,  226. 
AA^em,'  395. 
AVeobly,  215. 
AA^eonard,  St.,  216. 
AA'estbury  upon  Trym,  206. 
AA'est  Derby,  271. 
AV^estdown,  135. 
AA'esterham,  265. 
AVestfield,  531. 

AA^estfield  and  Seddlescomb,  523. 
Westfirle,  532. 
AVesthampnett,  532. 
AVestmeston,  533. 
Westmill,  227. 
AVestoe,  163. 
AA^e&ton  (Notts),  366. 
AA^eston  (Somerset),  408. 
AA'estoning,  9. 
AVestwell,  265. 
AVest  Wickham,  266. 
AVetheral,  119. 
AA^'exham,  47. 
AVeyhill,  433. 

AA'halley  Parish.    See  Padihain. 
Whatfield,  471. 
Whatley,  409. 
AVhelpiiigton,  351. 
AVherwell,  433. 
AVhickham,  164. 
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Whitnple,  135. 
Whisseiidine,  384. 
Whiston,  634. 
mitby,  80. 
Whitburn,  165. 
Whitchurch  (Bucks),  47. 
Whitchurch  (Hereford),  216. 
Whitchurch  (Southants),  43-4. 
Whileparish,  581. 
White  Wakham,  29. 
Whitfield,  352. 
Whittington,  396. 
Wichenford,  591 . 
Wickhaiu  Bishops,  [189.] 
Wickham  Market,  472. 
Wickham,  West,  266. 
Wick  Sutton,  24. 
Widley,  434. 
Wight,  Isle  of,  435. 

— —  ,  Carisbrook,  416. 

 ,  Chale,  417. 

Wigton,  120;  and  See  Waverton. 
Wiibarslon,  340. 
Willingdon,  533. 
Willingham,  472. 
Willington,  9. 
Wilmington,  267. 
Wimblington,  70. 
Wimpole,  71. 

Wiuchester,St.Barlliolomevv-Hyde,435. 


Winchester,  St.  Faith,  436. 
Windermere,  565. 
Witikfield,  29. 
^Villlatoll,  166. 
Winnow,  St.,  96. 
Winterborne  Kingston,  14.j. 
Wisbech,  Isle  of  Ely,  71. 

 St.  Marv,'  72. 

 St.  Peter,  72. 

Wisborough  Green,  534. 

Wiston,  535. 

Witham,  [190.] 

Withvham,  535. 

Wiiley,  Little.    5ee  Holt. 

Wittenham,  Long,  19. 

Witton-le-Wear,    166,  and  see  North 

Bedburn. 
Wolves-Newton,  305. 
Woodbury,  136. 
Woodchester,  204. 
Woodhay,  East,  437. 
Woodhouse,  288. 
Woodhurst,  234. 
Wood  Walton,  234. 
Woolborough,  136. 
Wooler,  352. 
Woolford,  Great,  554. 
Woolley,  634. 

Woolston  Magna  et  Parva,  48. 
Woolton,  Much,  278. 


Wootlon,  382. 

 St.  Lawrence,  437. 

'    -  Leek,  555. 

 North,  328. 

 South.  328. 

-  Wawen,  555. 

 and  Hanburv,  5.06. 

Worfield,  396. 
Worksojj,  366. 
Worlinghan),  473. 
Worlingworth,  4/3. 
Worstead,  329. 
Worth,  536. 
Wrothani,  268. 
Wroxhall,  556. 
Wycliffe,  604. 
Wye.  267. 
Wymering,  438. 
Wymoudhani,  330. 

Ynnworth  and  Sockbridge.  >9ee  Barton. 

Yapton,  536. 

Yardley,  591. 

Yardlev  Hastings,  340. 

Yarm,'  604. 

Yateley,  438. 

Yeovil,'  409. 

Yeovil  District,  and  Chilton  Canliloe 
Parish,  400. 
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Abell,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  494. 

Abbev,  Richard,  608. 

A'Court,  C.  A.,  J.P.,  575. 

A'Court,  M.,  J.P.,  26. 

Adams,  H.C.,  539. 

Adams,  Samuel,  314. 

Adams,  S.  T.,  539. 

Adams,  Rev.  T.  Coker,  J.  P.  546. 

Adams,  William,  Churchwarden,  130. 

Adcock,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  (Linton,)  58. 

Adcock,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  (Walton,)  278. 

Addison,  W.,  Overseer,  22. 

Adnams,  John,  Surveyor  of  Roads,  24. 

Akers,  Aretas,  J.P.,  264, 

Alder,  W.R.,  155. 

Aldridge,  John,  Overseer,  464. 

Aldridge,  J.  W.,  Overseer,  21. 

Allan,  A.,  Overseer,  265. 

Allan,  John,  Overseer,  595. 

AUcot,  Charles,  Overseer,  300. 

Allen,  James.  Freestone  Hall,  657. 

Allen,  Thomas,  Overseer,  288. 

Allies,  E.,  Guardian,  206. 

Allison,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  358. 

AUnat,  Richard,  Overseer,  45. 

Alsop,  John,  Overseer,  136. 

Ambrose,  John,  173. 

Amery,  Richard,  Assistant  Overseer,  79. 

Amphlet,  Charles,  Churchwarden,  587. 

Amphlet,  John,  590. 

Anderson,  Thomas,  455. 

Anderson,  W.,  Churchwarden,  163. 

Anderton,  John,  379. 

Apps,  Edward,  Overseer,  249. 

Archbold,  William,  Overseer,  159. 

Archer,  W.,  Churchwarden,  227. 

Arkle,  Joseph,  Schoolmaster,  349. 

Armstrong,  Andrew,  Assistant  Overseer,  1 1 1. 

Armytage,  George,  Vestry  Clerk,  44. 

Arnold,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  571. 

Arton,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  619. 

Ashurst,  William  Henry,  J.P.,  381. 

Atkinson,  Henry,  Overseer,  619. 

Atkinson,  James  B.,  341. 

Atkinson,  Matthew,  564. 

Atkinson,  Richard,  1  17. 

Atkinson,  W.  M.,  Overseer,  448. 

Atkinson,  William  W.,  Burton  House,  [560.] 

Atlay,  Rev.H.,  J.P.,  383. 

Atty,  Robert  M.,  551. 

Austin,  Rev.  John,  520. 

Austin,  William,  Churchwarden,  479. 

Ayton,  John,  J. P.,  321. 

Babbage,  Christopher,  Assistant  Overseer,  133. 

Bacchus,  William,  Overseer,  595. 

Back,  John,  Churchwarden,  320. 

Badham,  David,  Overseer,  170. 

Bailee,  Rev.  Edward,  473. 

Bailey,  H.R.,  Overseer,  431. 

Bailey,  John,  Overseer,  127. 

Bailey,  John,  Town  Clerk,  277. 

Bailev,  John  Gibbs,  Trustee  of  Stockman's  Charitv,  572. 

Baillie,  llev.  J.F.,  198. 

Bainbridg    Thomas,  Overseer,  565. 

P.  L.  (b.)— Part  III. 


Baker,  A.  O.,  Churchwarden,  419. 

Baker,  B.  H.,  Overseer,  306. 

Baker,  Edward,  Overseer,  177. 

Baker,  P.,  Overseer,  312. 

Baker,  Samuel,  245. 

Baker,  Rev.  Thomas,  165, 

Baldock,  John,  495. 

Baldwin,  Samuel,  junior,  530. 

Ball,  James,  junior,  Overseer,  76. 

Banfield,  W.,  Churchwarden,  125. 

Barber,  Philip,  Assistant  Overseer,  500- 

Barfoot,  Charles,  Overseer,  138. 

Barker,  Samuel,  260. 

Barker,  Thomas  Raymond,  Overseer,  36 

Barker,  William,  Overseer,  53. 

Barlee,  Rev.  William,  498. 

Barnard,  Charles,  Churchwarden,  173. 

Barnard,  James,  Overseer,  414. 

Barnard,  John,  329. 

Barnes,  Nicholson,  Assistant  Overseer,  101. 

Barnes,  Samuel,  Churchwarden,  40. 

Barnes,  Thomas,  165. 

Barnes,  Thomas  It.,  Overseer,  267. 

Barnes,  Thomas,  Schoolmaster,  382. 

Barnett,  A.,  Assistant  Overseer,  364. 

Barnwell,  J.  S.,  Overseer,  541. 

Barnwell,  N.,  Ashford  Lodge,  525. 

Barrett,  VVilliam,  Assistant  Overseer,  402. 

Barrington,  Viscount,  J.P.,  22. 

Barrow,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  249. 

Barter,  Rev.  W.B.,  416. 

Bartlett,  Henry,  Overseer,  514. 

Barton,  Rev.  Charles,  168. 

Barton,  James,  Overseer,  197. 

Bassnett,  J.,  Overseer,  275. 

Batchelor,  Thomas,  5. 

liate,  George,  Overseer,  316. 

Bateman,  John,  Knypersley  Hall,  439. 

Bates,  Isaac,  Overseer,  246. 

Bates,  J.,  Churchwarden,  380. 

Bates,  John,  Overseer,  544. 

Bather,  John,  394. 

Battle,  William,  357. 

Batty,  John,  Guardian,  [562.] 

Bayley,  John,  Churchwarden,  389. 

Bayliffe,  James,  Guardian,  559. 

Baynes,  Adam,  30. 

Beale,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  518. 
Beales,  Charles,  65. 

Beaman,  John,  Perpetual  Overseer,  58!. 
Beard,  Charles,  Overseer,  522. 
Beard,  John,  496.  • 
Beaumont,  John,  Overseer,  615. 
Beck,  John,  Overseer,  308. 
Beck,  John,  Churchwarden,  310. 
Beck,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  503. 
Bedford,  Gilbert,  Churchwarden,  251. 
Bedford,  Thomas,  Churchwanlen,  228. 
Bedson,  Joseph,  Overseer,  75. 
Beech,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  613. 
Beer,  James,  Overseer,  126. 
Beeston,  John,  Overseer,  318. 
Beldam,  Charles,  49. 
Bellas,  Lancelot,  Overseer,  426. 
Beloe,  Rev.  Henry  Parr,  481. 
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Benbury,  John,  Churchwarden,  555. 

Bence,*H.W.,  J.P.,  469. 

Bennet,  R.  G.,  J.P.,  91. 

Bennett,  John,  Overseer,  211. 

Bennett,  Rev.  Nicholas,  387. 

Bennett,  Thomas,  412. 

Bennett,  T.  O.,  399. 

Bentley,  Thomas,  250. 

Berens,  Rev.  E.,  J.P.,  22. 

Berkbeck,  William,  626. 

Bethill,  Rev.  George,  32. 

Betteridge,  R.  H.,  Overseer,  20. 

Betts,  Thomas,  244. 

Bevan,  Robert,  J.P.,  466. 

Biddle,  J.,  Churchwarden,  217. 

Biddulph,  SirTheophilus,  Bart.,  J.P.  541. 

Bigg,  John,  Overseer,  225. 

Bigge,  Charles  William,  J.P.,  349. 

Bilby,  Thomas,  Langton  Hall,  121. 

Billinghurst,  Charles,  Guardian,  536. 

Billinghurst,  T.,  Churchwarden,  536. 

Bird,  Rev.  Christopher,  344. 

Bird,  Robert,  44. 

Birkelt,  Thomas,  Overseer,  269. 

Bishop,  James,  405. 

Bishop,  Rev.  W.,  26. 

Blackall,  Rev.  Samuel,  401. 

Blackden,  John  Chalfont,  347. 

Blacklidge,  John,  Overseer,  269. 

Blackman,  Rev.  John,  509. 

Blackwell,  Richard,  Overseer,  41. 

Blake,  William,  Visitor,  226. 

Blake,  William,  Overseer,  573. 

Blakelev,  Luke,  Churchwarden,  606. 

Bland,  William,  Overseer,  248. 

Blencowe,  Robert  Willis,  J.P.,  264. 

Blenkinsopp,  G.  T.,  J.P.,  164. 

Blenkinsopp,  G.T.  L.,  Esq.,046. 

Blezard,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  272. 

Bliss,  William,  Overseer,  199. 

Bliss,  Rev.  George,  505. 

Blissetl,  James,  Overseer,  591. 

Blomfield,  Miles,  328. 

Bloxam,  Rev.  Thomas  L.,  542. 

Blundell,  John,  Overseer,  273. 

Blunt,  Francis  Scawen,  536. 

Boileau,  John  P.,  junior,  J.P.,  326. 

Bolas.  John,  Vestry  Clerk,  389. 

Bolting,  "William,  Farmer,  533. 

Bond,  Rev.  John,  408. 

Boniface,  W.  H.,  536. 

Bonney,  George,  Overseer,  504. 

Bonnor,  John,  Esq.,  644. 

Bonny,  Rev.Dr.  H.  K.,  333. 

Bonsall,  Isaac,  655. 

Bord,  John  Grove,  399. 

Bosley,  William  Casbird,  Guardian,  430. 

Bostock,  J.,  Assistant  Overseer,  638. 

Bolting,  William,  Guardian,  527. 

Bottrill,  Samuel,  Assistant  Overseer,  282. 

Boultbee,  J.  W.,  J.P.,  546. 

Boultbee,  Rev.  Richard  M.,  44. 

Boultbee,  W.,  209. 

Boutwright,  Richard,  Assistant  Overseer,  451. 

Bowden,  William,  Overseer,  133. 

Bowles,  Thomas,  J.P.,  20. 

Bowman,  Thoni^s,  Overseer,  97. 

Bowness,  John,  Overseer,  562. 

Bowyer,  Thomas,  Overseer,  229. 

Bracebridge,  Charles  Holt,  J.P.,  538. 

Bradbury,  G.  S.,  Assistant  Overseer,  570. 

Bradford,  William  M.,  J.P.,  31. 

Bradley,  Henry  Linaker,  Assistant  Overseer,  275. 

Bradshaw,  William  Piatt,  Overseer,  273. 

Brakenridge,  John,  609. 

Brand,  J.  H.,  Overseer,  189. 

Brangwin,  George,  Overseer,  40. 

Brassey,  John,  Overseer,  76. 

Bralton,  John,  Farmer,  293. 

Bray,  Thomas,  Vestry  Clerk,  483. 

Bree,  Rev.  W.T.,  537. 


Brereton,  Rev.  Mr.,  317. 

Brett,  Rev.  John,  J.P.,  313. 

Brettingham,  Thomas  C,  Churchwarden,  306. 

Brewster,  Rev.  John,  J. P.,  148. 

Brice,  John  Ruggles,  J.P.,  174. 

Brice,  Nathaniel,  Overseer,  144. 

Brickel,  W.,  Assistant  Overseer,  277. 

Brickwell,  John,  Farmer,  39. 

Bridges,  Henry,  J. P.,  488. 

Bridgfoot,  William,  Overseer,  232. 

Brighan),  John,  Churchwarden,  592. 

Brightwell,  Robert,  Overseer,  44'), 

Brimley,  William,  9. 

Brindley,  J.,  Churchwarden,  439. 

Bristow,  Henry,  Overseer,  536. 

Bristow,  James,  5 13.  * 

Broadrick,  George,  J.P.,  632. 

Broadwood,  James,  486. 

Bromet,  William,  Overseer,  596. 

Bromfield,  Rev.  "J".  B.,  548. 

Bromhead,  Rev.  Charles  Ffrench,  3. 

Brook,  Benjamin,  Assistant  Overseer,  617. 

Brook,  Zachariah,  Assistant  Overseer,  470. 

Broster,  John,  Overseer,  76. 

Brongh,  James,  Overseer,  122. 

Brown,  George,  Acting  Overseer,  657- 

Brown,  J.,  391. 

Brown,  James,  500. 

Brown,  Richard,  Overseer,  605. 

Brown,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  319. 

Brown,  W.,  J.P.,  239. 

Brown,  William,  Overseer,  363. 

Browse,  N.,  Churchwarden,  126. 

Buck,  James  A.,  Sliffkey  Hall,  Overseer,  324. 

Buckingham,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  331. 

Buckley,  George,  Overseer,  1  22. 

Bucklund,  John,  Overseer,  421. 

Buckworth,  Theoph.  Russel,  J.P.,  308. 

Budd,  William,  331. 

Budd,  William,  Overseer,  437. 

Budgen,  George,  Assistant  Overseer,  258. 

Bull,  Thomas  F.,  Churchwarden,  500. 

Buller,  Rev.  Richard,  89. 

Buller,  Thomas,  J.P.,  135. 

Bulmore,  G.  G.,  Farmer,  91. 

Burch,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  247. 

Burchell,  John,  Overseer,  182. 

Burdon,  Rowland,  J.P.  and  Churchwarden,  N7. 

Burfield,  Thomas,  508. 

Burge,  John,  Churchwarden,  409. 

Burgess,  James,  Churchwarden,  145. 

Burgess,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  74. 

Burlingham,  Charles,  Overseer,  584. 

Burn,  Matthew,  Overseer,  148. 

Burn,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  107. 

Burr,  John,  Churchwarden,  60. 

Burroughes,  Ellis,  J. P.,  320. 

Burrows,  Edmund,  Overseer,  365. 

Burry,  Henry,  Assistant  Overseer,  526. 

Buston,  William,  166. 

Butcher,  William  W.,  565. 

Butler,  Thomas,  422. 

Butson,  Thomas,  81. 

Butterfield,  James,  Overseer,  628. 

Butterwick,  M.,  Overseer,  604. 

Buttery,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  120. 

Buzzard,  William,  279,  283. 

Byron,  Samuel  J.,  599. 

Caldecourlt,  Thomas,  Overseer,  213. 
Calley,  John  James,  566. 
Calvert,  Rev.  Frederick,  471. 
Cameron,  Rev.  Donald,  547. 
Cane,  George  Lee,  Churchwarden,  222. 
Capsticks,  Thomas,  Overseer,  627. 
Carew,  G.H.,  J.P.,  401. 
Carew,  Reginald  Pole,  81. 
Carpendale,  Rev.  George,  149. 
Carr,  Isaac,  Assistant  Overseer,  456. 
Carr,  Thomas,  Overseer,  183. 
Carrington,  G.,  J.P.,  42. 
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Carter,  Edmund,  Assistant  Overseer,  34. 

Carter,  Jeffrey,  Assistant  Overseer,  1/8. 

Carter,  Joseph,  SO. 

Carter,  T.,  J.P..  332. 

Carter,  W.,  Taitoii  Park,  78. 

Cartwright,  John,  J.P.,  160. 

Cartwright,  William  R.,  J.P.,  331. 

Carver,  W.  C,  Overseer,  60. 

Cassan,  Edward,  Overseer,  313. 

Catt,  Edmund,  Overseer,  520. 

Catt,  Thoma«,  Master  of  Poorhouse,  264. 

Caudwell,  W.,  Churchwarden,  14. 

Cave,  Austin,  Overseer,  233. 

Cawston,  Richard,  307. 

Cayme,  Samuel,  Permanent  Overseer,  409. 

Cecil,  John,  Churchwarden,  35. 

Chadwick,  James,  Constable,  277. 

Chaloner,  P.,  Clerk  to  Magistrates,  661. 

Chambers,  G.  B.,  Churchwarden,  255. 

Chambers,  W.C.,  Churchwarden,  200. 

Chapelhow,  Rev.  J.,  111. 

Ciiapman,  John,  Churchwarden,  375. 

Chapman,  John,  Parish  Officer,  295. 

Chapman,  Thomas,  (Stoneleigh,)  552. 

Chapman,  Thomas,  Guardian,  285. 

Chapman,  Thomas,  Overseer,  267. 

Charlton,  James,  Vestry  Clerk,  150. 

Charlton,  Philip.  394. 

Chart,  John,  Vestry  Clerk,  486. 

Chassereau,  George,  Overseer,  496. 

Chawner,  Henry,  123. 

Cherry,  Rev.  Henrv  Curtis,  13. 

Cherrv,  G.H.,  J.P.",  16. 

Chester,  Rev.  W.,  311. 

Chesters,  Robert,  Assistant  Overseer,  645. 

Chetvvynd,  George,  Grendou  Hall,  545. 

Chick,  Robert,  junior.  Collector,  485. 

Child,  L.,  J.P.,  660. 

Childe,  W.  L.,  Kinlet  Hall,  390. 

Chrisp,  Thomas,  Overseer  and  Farmer,  154. 

Church,  George,  Churchwarden,  7. 

Clark,  Edwin,  608. 

Clark,  Robert,  Overseer,  293. 

Clark,  Samuel,  Assistant  Overseer,  32. 

Clark,  T.,  Churchwarden,  576. 

Clark,  T.,  Overseer,  7 1 . 

Clark,  William,  341. 

Clarke,  Abraham,  Director  of  Poor,  416. 

Clarke,  George,  Overseer,  73. 

Clarke,  William,  554. 

Clayton,  Rev.  John,  590. 

Clayton,  John,  Churchwarden,  4. 

Clayton,  John,  Overseer,  357. 

Clayton,  William  Robert,  J. P.,  40. 

Clement,  G.,  Overseer,  294. 

Clive,  Rev.  Archer,  551. 

Clogg,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  91. 

Cloke,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  506. 

Clutterbuck,  Rev.  James,  19. 

Clutterbuck,  Peter,  J. P.,  226. 

Coate,  Thomas,  403. 

Coats,  James,  Acting  Overseer,  447. 

Cobb,  John,  249. 

Cock,  Edward,  Overseer,  257. 

Cock,  William,  Overseer,  1 73. 

Cockcroft,  Abraham,  618. 

Codling,  George,  Overseer,  350. 

Codling,  Henry,  Assistant  Overseer,  327. 

Colbeck,  Rev.  R.  W.,  220. 

Cole,  Rev.  John,  429. 

Coleman,  Isaac,  426. 

Coleman,  William,  junior,  494. 

Coles,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  398. 

CoUett,  Rev.  Anthony,  456. 

Collins,  Thomas,  Overseer,  434. 

Colliver,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  85. 

Colls,  Rev.  John  F.,  366. 

Collyer,  P.  B.,  Acting  Overseer,  188. 

Colvill,  Rev.  Dr.  Nathaniel,  J.P.,  4G0. 

Commeline,  Kev.  J.,  junior,  193. 

Compors,  M.,  Vestry  Clerk,  184. 


Cook,  Edward,  Overseer,  179. 

Cook,  John  Earby,  J.P.,  219. 

Cook,  Robert,  Assistant  Overseer,  433 

Cook,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  267. 

Cook,  William,  Churchwarden,  329. 

Cooke,  Rev,  Charles,  466. 

Cooke,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  442. 

Coomber,  Thomas,  Overseer,  479. 

Cooper,  Edward,  junior,  555. 

Cooper,  John,  Land  Agent,  454. 

Cooper,  John,  Overseer,  70. 

Cooper,  Joseph,  375. 

Cooper,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  254. 

Cooper,  Thomas,  Overseer,  34. 

Cooper.  Rev.  W,,  J.P.,  297. 

Cooper,  William,  Overseer,  (Arundel,)  491. 

Cooper,  William,  Overseer,  (St.  John  sub  Castro,)^ 5 14 

Cooper,  William,  Vestry  Clerk,  555. 

Coppard,  Rev,  W.  J.,  131. 

Cordery,  Samuel,  Assistant  Overseer,  420. 

Corner,  John,  Overseer,  146. 

Cotton,  Rev.  James  Henry,  641. 

Coulson,  Rev.  H.T.,  88,  95. 

Coulson,  Thomas,  599. 

Courthope,  G.,  J.P.,  528,  529, 

Coward,  R.,  Churchwarden,  568. 

Cowle,  Thomas,  Acting  Overseer,  350. 

Cox,  Henry,  Surveyor.  483. 

Cox,  John,  Overseer,  38. 

Cox,  R.  W,,  J.P.,  180. 

Cragg,  John,  298. 

Cragg,  William,  298. 

Crago,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  87, 

Craig,  Matthew,  564. 

Cranmer,  Thomas,  Overseer,  172. 

Cranston,  Thomas,  210. 

Crapper,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  15, 

Crawfurd,  Robert,  507. 

Creswell,  Rev,  Francis,  470. 

Creswell,  Rev.  William  Parr,  275. 

Cripps,  Rev.  Henry,  J.P.,  197. 

Croasdale,  James,  616. 

Crocker,  James,  404. 

Crocker,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  83. 

Croft,  Robert,  Overseer,  151. 

Cromley,  William  Pryce,  151. 

Crooke,  John,  Overseer,  360. 

Cross,  John,  Vestry  Clerk,  291. 

Cross,  John,  junior.  Assistant  Overseer,  29. 

Crowdy,  R.  W.,  Deputy  Visitor,  15. 

Cryer,  John,  542. 

Cubitt,  Rev.  John,  323. 

Cuckson,  Joseph,  Guardian,  360. 

Culley,  John,  310. 

Culley,  M.,  Overseer,  352. 

Culverhouse,  C,  Assistant  Overseer,  579. 

Cuming,  George,  late  Assistant  Overseer,  67. 

Cunnington,  John,  169. 

Curtance,  James,  Churchwarden,  66. 

Curtis,  Rev.  G.  W.,  21. 

Curtois,  Rev.  R.G.,  4]  1. 

Cutler,  William,  Churchwarden,  513. 

Cutniore,  William,  126. 

Dade,  Rev.  Thomas,  138. 

Dagrell,  Rev.  Thomas,  597. 

Daignan,  Henry,  Vestry  Clerk,  449. 

Dalton,  Rev.  Charles,  180. 

Daniel,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  48. 

Daniell,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  580. 

Dannatt,  Robert,  Vestry  Clerk,  [188.] 

Darnell,  Rev.  W.N.,  160. 

Davenport,  Rev.  E.S.,  J. P.,  396. 

Davenport,  J.,  J.P.,  552. 

Davenport,  Richard,  510. 

David,  Evan,  Radyr  Court,  648. 

Davidson,  A.  G.,  Waterhouse  Farm,  475. 

Davidson,  Ebenezer,  Overseer,  157. 

Davidson,  George,  345. 

Davies,  Rev.  D.,  641,  643. 

Davies,  David,  Overseer,  653. 
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Davies,  Edward,  Overseer,  214. 

Davies,  James  B.,  J.P.,  305. 

Davies,  John,  368. 

Davies,  Rev.  John,  651. 

Davies,  John,  Overseer,  662. 

Davies,  Rev.  R.  J.,  650. 

Davies,  Rev.  Stephen,  52. 

Davies,  Thomas,  636. 

Davies,  Warburton,  J.P.,  504. 

Davis,  Hewitt,  Spring  Park,  474, 

Davis,  Rev.  John,  139. 

Davis,  Joseph,  Visitor,  206. 

Davison,  John,  Overseer,  607. 

Davy,  John,  Overseer,  92. 

Davy,  Samuel,  Churchwarden,  365. 

Davy,  Samuel,  Assistant  Overseer,  319. 

Dawkins,  John,  Deputy  Overseer,  331. 

Dawson,  John,  Churchwarden,  502. 

Dawson,  John  Duncan,  592. 

Dennis,  George,  Churchwarden,  55. 

Denson,  John,  Labouring  Gardener,  68. 

Dent,  William,  Overseer,  621. 

De  Starck,  Rev.  Henry  George,  S73^. 

Dewe,  William,  Overseer,  24. 

Dewing,  Richard,  Overseer,  322. 

Dewsbury,  Edward,  442. 

Dickinson,  Barnard,  392. 

Diggle,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  276. 

Dinnin  George,  Overseer,  350. 

Dippie,  George,  Overseer,  348. 

Dixon,  J.,  564. 

Dixon,  James,  Overseer,  281. 

Dixon,  John,  Overseer,  100. 

Dixon,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  355. 

Dixon,  Thomas,  108. 

Docwra,  Gamaliel,  Assistant  Overseer,  63. 

Dodgson,  John,  99. 

Dodds,  Nathaniel,  Overseer,  154. 

Dodds,  William,  Overseer,  158. 

Dodsvvorth,  George,  Yeoman,  153. 

Dormer,  George,  Overseer  539. 

Dow,  Edward,  Churcluvarden,  453. 

Dowding,  Charles,  Overseer,  583. 

Dowell,  Rev.  Stephen  B.,  228. 

Dovvling,  William,  Churchwarden,  4 11. 

Dovvnes,  Edward,  Permanent  Overseer,  392. 

Downing,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  548. 

Downing,  R.,  Overseer,  541. 

Dowson,  George,  Overseer,  149. 

D'Oyley,  Rev.  George,  262. 

Druce,  Samuel,  Churchwarden,  372. 

Drummond,  Henry,  Albury  Park,  475. 

Drummond,  John,  34. 

Dry,  W.E.,  Vestry  Clerk,  213. 

Dryden,  Hugh,  Assistant  Overseer,  346. 

Du'Boulay,  Rev.  J.  T.,  576. 

Duck,  Moses,  Overseer,  479. 

Dumbrell,  William,  Overseer,  522. 

Dunn,  Rev.  John,  87. 

Dunstan  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  87- 

DuPre,  James,  J.P.,  31. 

Durell,  Rev.  Edward,  663. 

Durham,  Thomas,  Overseer,  196. 

Dyson,  Rev.  Henry,  46. 

Eade,  George,  Vestry  Clerk,  504. 

Earl,  Richard,  Overseer,  450. 

Earl,  Thomas,  Overseer,  53. 

East,  E.  G.  C,  J.P.,  16. 

Easthope,  John,  207. 

Eastwood,  John,  Overseer,  631. 

Eastwood,  Thomas,  Overseer,  631. 

Eaton,  Richard,  J.P.,  65. 

Ebiiry,  Edward,  Assistant  Overseer,  395. 

Eden,  Rev.  Robert  J.,  220. 

Edgington,  T.,  191. 

Edmonds,  William,  Overseer,  403. 

Edmunds,  Joiin,  junior,  534. 

Edwards,  D.,  Churchwarden,  535. 

Edwards,  D.,  (Aberystwith,)  637. 

Edwards,  Henry,  Assistant  Overseer,  239. 


Edwards,  John,  Churchwarden,  95. 

Edwards,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  212. 

Edwards,  William,  Churchwarden,  389. 

Eisdell,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  26. 

Ekins,  G.,  Churchwarden,  233. 

Eldin,  Joseph,  Churchwarden,  293. 

Elers,  Rev.  Carew  Thomas,  540. 

Ellaby,  Rev.  James  Watts,  627. 

Ellin,  Thomas,  Overseer,  613. 

Elliot,  Thomas,  Overseer  1 13. 

Ellis,  Isaac,  Overseer,  482. 

Ellis,  Rev;  John,  555. 

Ellis,  Lewis,  Assistant  Overseer,  656 

Ellis,  Rev.  Thomas,  377. 

Ellison,  Rev,  Robert,  525. 

Ellman,  John,  Churchwarden,  506. 

Ellwood,  Thomas,  Overseer,  557. 

Ellwood,  William,  Overseer,  561. 

Elmes,  Edwin,  Assistant  Overseer,  508. 

Elton,  F.,  372. 

Ely,  Isaac,  1 73. 

Emblin,  W.,  Overseer,  195. 

Emerson,  William,  Overseer,  48. 

England,  Edward,  Assistant  Overseer,  290. 

Esdaile,  E.  J.,  407. 

Estcourt,  Rev.  E.  H.  Bricknall,  554. 

Etheredge,  Charles,  Churchwarden,  325. 

Evans,  David,  Overseer,  637. 

Evans,  Rev.  Evan,  643. 

Evans,  Kingsmill,  J.P.,  215. 

Evans,  Rev.  Thomas,  640. 

Evans,  William,  Farmer,  146. 

Exall,  Joseph,  Vestry  Clerk,  263. 

Eyre,  Rev.  A.W.,  592. 

Eyre,  George,  J.P.,  415. 

Eysion,  Charles,  J.P.,  15. 

Farncombe,  John,  Churchwarden,  522, 

Farnely,  Rev.  Charles  F.,  266. 

Farrow,  William,  Farmer,  298. 

Fawcett,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  633. 

Field,  Rev.  Edward,  376. 

Fell,  Rev.  T.  C,  285,  286. 

Fellowes,  Rev.  John,  323. 

Felton,  William,  182. 

Fenwick,  Rev.  George  Owsley,  J.P.,  4. 

Ferguson,  David,  Assistant  Overseer,  118. 

Ferguson,  Henry,  Overseer,  345. 

Fetherstonhaugh,  C.  S.,  J.P.,  1 12. 

Fevvster,  Richard,  Overseer,  373. 

Field,  Samuel  C,  Solicitor,  370. 

Fielde,  Rev.  T.,  225. 

Fielden,  Rev.  Henry  James,  122. 

Finch,  Rev.  D.,  374. 

Finch,  Rev.  William,  233. 

Finch,  William,  Churchwarden,  8. 

Finley,  Rev.  John,  441. 

Fisher,  E.,  Linton  Court,  58. 

Fisher,  John,  Overseer,  473. 

Fisher,  William,  Overseer,  178. 

Fitzherbert,  SirHenrv,  Bart.,  124. 

Fitzthomas,  Rev.  W.  E.,  125. 

Fleet,  Joseph,  Vestry  Clerk,  38. 

Fletcher,  John,  Overseer,  363. 

Fletcher,  Thomas,  Overseer,  62 1 . 

Flour,  Simpson,  Overseer,  384. 

Fluck,  Charles,  Overseer,  203. 

Fludyer,  G.,  J.P.,  383. 

Foley,  Rev.  John,  586. 

Forbes,  R.W.,  J.P.,261. 

Ford,  Rev.  R.W.,  198. 

Forder,  J.  410. 

Forster,  J.,  27. 

Forster,  Rev.  John,  615. 

F'orster,  John,  343. 

Forster,  Robert,  Assistant  Overseer,  99.  1 14. 
Forster,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  i  62. 
Fort,  George,  J. P.,  566. 
Fortescue,  John,  Overseer,  127. 
Fortescue,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  430. 
Fowler,  C.  W.,  Churchwarden,  30. 
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Fox,  Rev.  John,  350. 
Frampton,  James,  143. 
France,  James  France,  J.P.,  73. 
Freer.  J.  B.,  J.P.,  552. 
French,  Samuel  E.,  Overseer,  458. 
French,  William,  225. 
Freston,  John,  Overseer,  315. 
Friend,  William,  Churchwarden,  422. 
Frith,  Rev.  Edward  C,  J.P.  236. 
Froude,  Rev.  R.  H.,  J.P.,  128. 
Fuller,  J.  P.,  Overseer,  524. 
Fuller,  Joseph,  Overseer,  524. 
Furrell,  T.,  Assistant  Overseer,  260. 
Fussell,  H.  A.,  Churchwarden,  571. 
Fyson,  R.  D.,  Overseer,  55. 
Fyson,  William,  Churchwarden,  234. 

Garden,  John,  Surveyor,  465. 

Gardner,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  587. 

Gardner,  William,  372. 

Garner,  William,  Vestry  Clerk,  639. 

Garnett,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  593, 

Garritt,  R.  P.,  Overseer,  312. 

Garside,  John,  Churchwarden,  615. 

Gaunt,  Rev.  Charles,  504. 

Gay,  Thomas,  Overseer,  328. 

Gay,  Thornhill,  Churchwarden,  134. 

Gibbard,  John,  J.P.,  7. 

Gibborn,  Francis,  Overseer,  467. 

Gibbs,  Daniel,  195. 

Giblett,  William,  Overseer,  438. 

Gibson,  Cornelius,  Overseer,  472. 

Gibson,  Rev.  Thomas,  557. 

Gibson,  William,  Assistavit  Overseer,  344. 

Gilbanks,  Thomas,  103. 

Gilbert,  Davis,  502. 

Gilbert,  M.,  502. 

Gilbv,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  72. 

Gilby,  W.  R.,  Visitor,  592. 

Giles,  John  Pratt,  Assistant  Overseer,  476. 

Giles,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  613. 

Gillson,  William,  595. 

Gilly,  Rev.  W.  S.,  159. 

Gilmore,  William,  Vestry  Clerk,  511. 

Girdlestone,  Rev.  Charles,  445. 

Gissing,  Anthony,  Churchwarden,  468. 

Glassbrook,  Thomas,  Overseer,  587. 

Glanville,  Nicholas,  Overseer,  434. 

Gledhill,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  624. 

Glencroft,  Rev.  John,  88. 

Gleig,  G.  R.,  235. 

Glenny,  William,  Churchwarden,  168. 

Goddard,  William,  Overseer,  61. 

Godwin,  J.,  Vestry  Clerk,  461. 

Goff,  Thomas,  Overseer,  463. 

Gooch,  John,  Overseer,  613. 

Goodall,  Rev.  J.  J.,  2. 

Goodenough,  Rev.  William,  295. 

Goodlake,  Thomas,  J.P.,  18. 

Goodlitf,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  234. 

Goodrich,  William,  418. 

Goodwin,  John,  Overseer,  253. 

Gorden,  Rev.  William,  371. 

Gordon,  J.,  Proprietor,  320. 

Gould,  Thomas,  Overseer,  129. 

Goulding,  John,  Overseer,  97. 

Goulton,  James,  Overseer,  600. 

Gowling,  Thomas,  Overseer,  561. 

Graham,  T.  W.,  Edmond  Castle,  107. 

Grain,  Peter,  64. 

Grant,  Nicholas,  Overseer,  127. 

Grant,  Thomas,  70. 

Grant,  Thomas,  J.P.,  429. 

Gravett,  John,  Vestry  Clerk,  241. 

Gray,  Wilham,  229. 

Green,  Edward,  27. 

Green,  George,  393. 

Green,  William,  Overseer,  457. 

Greenfield,  M.,  498. 

Greenwell,  VVilliam  Thomas,  J.P  ,  152. 

Greenwood,  John,  Churchwarden,  614,  61G. 
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Griffin,  Rev.  Edward,  339,340. 

Grisold,  John,  Occupier,  377. 

Groome,  Rev.  J.  H.,  454. 

Grove,  Edward,  444. 

Grove,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  29. 

Grover,  Rev.  John,  35. 

Guelder,  WiUiam,  Assistant  Overseer,  11,  608. 
Gwynn,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  388. 

Habin,  Thomas  George,  Excise  Officer,  190. 

Haffenden,  Robert,  Overseer,  511. 

Haflenden,  Titus,  Overseer,  531. 

Hailey,  Thomas,  Overseer,  42. 

Haines,  Edward,  Assistant  Overseer,  210. 

Hall,  B.,  J.P.,  302. 

Hall,  Esmy  Edward,  Overseer,  548. 

Hall,  George  Webb,  Visitor,  206. 

Hall,  John,  Churchwarden,  458. 

Hall,  Stephen,  Assistant  Overseer,  164. 

Hall,  T.  W.,  22. 

Halsted,  Thomas,  532. 

Haly,  Aylmer,  J.P.,  530. 

Hamar,  John,  Churchwarden,  389. 

Hamblen,  Jacob,  Overseer,  85. 

Hamilton,  Rev.  Anthony,  181. 

Hamilton,  Rev.  H.  P.,  603. 

Hamilton,  Rev.  James,  490. 

Hammond,  William,  Overseer,  313. 

Hammond,  W.  O.,  J.P.,  257. 

Hammont,  William,  Overseer,  467. 

Hand,  William,  660. 

Hankin,  William,  Churchwarden,  412. 

Hanlev,  John,  Vicar,  489. 

H  anmer.  Rev.  George  Edward,  337. 

Happerton,  William,  Overseer,  249. 

Harcourt,  Rev.  L.  Vernon,  602. 

Harding,  William,  24. 

Hardmeat,  Joseph,  junior,  Overseer,  71. 

Hardwicke,  Robert,  J.P.,  72. 

Harfield,  Robert,  Overseer,  434. 

Harland,  John,  Overseer,  (Lindfield,)  516. 

Harland,  John,  (Reeth,)  601. 

Harper,  Joseph  James,  31. 

Harriman,  William,  282. 

Harriott,  George,  Churchwarden,  432. 

Harriott,  Rev.  William,  426. 

Harris,  George,  (Welford,)  205. 

Harris,  George,  (Rugby,)  550. 

Harris,  Henry,  Assistant  Overseer,  391. 

Harris,  James,  Overseer,  304. 

Harris,  John,  Overseer,  89. 

Harris,  Thomas,  372. 

Harris,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  253. 

Harris,  William,  Farmer,  24. 

Harrison,  John,  Churchwarden,  634. 

Harrison,  Rev.  Matthew,  462. 

Harrison,  Thomas,  (Spalding,)  297. 

Harrison,  Thomas,  Overseer,  630. 

Harrison,  W.,  Overseer,  297. 

Hartley,  Richard  F.,  602. 

Harvey,  William,  Overseer,  440. 

Harwood,  Joseph,  317. 

Hasell,  E.W.,  104. 

Hasler,  Richard,  515. 

Havard,  William,  Churchwarden,  636. 

Haverkam,  W.,  Overseer,  388. 

Hawes,  Robert,  309. 

Hawkins,  Richard,  Overseer,  438. 

Hayes,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  337. 

Hayes,  Robert,  Overseer,  384. 

Hayfield,  John,  Overseer,  281. 

Haynes,  Rev.  David,  421. 

Havvvorth,  William,  Overseer,  619. 

Head,  Charles,  Assistant  Overseer,  484. 

Headlam,  Rev,  John,  604. 

Healey,  Richard,  Chief  Constable,  295. 

Heard,  William,  Overseer,  222. 

Hearle,  Nathaniel,  89. 

Heathcote,  John,  J.P.,  231. 

Heberden,  W.,  476. 

Hedgcock,  Peter,  Assistant  Overseer,  80. 
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Heelis,  Rev.  Edward,  559. 

Hemington,  Robert,  Assistant  Overseer,  51. 

Hemingway,  T.  W.,  Overseer,  620. 

Hemming,  Isaac,  Overseer,  192. 

HenviUe,  Rev.  J.,  438. 

Hepple,  James,  Overseer,  350. 

Heslop,  John,  Overseer,  592.  • 

Heslop,  Thomas,  Guardian,  561. 

Hewett,  George,  Churchwarden,  420. 

Hewitt,  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  H.,  424. 

Hewitt,  Henry,  Guardian,  543. 

Hewitt,  John,  Overseer,  480. 

Hibberd,  William,  Churchwarden,  138. 

Hibbs,  William,  Overseer,  364. 

Hicks,  Charles,  Overseer,  185. 

Hickes,  Francis,  Assistant  Overseer,  519. 

Hider,  John  Exeter,  Vestry  Clerk,  521. 

Higgins,  Charles  Lorguet,  Turvey  Abbey,  8. 

Hilbar,  Richard,  Overseer,  37. 

Hilder,  T.  P.,  503. 

Hill,  Henry,  J.P.,  445. 

Hill,  William,  Churchwarden,  162. 

Hillard,  John,  Parishioner,  402. 

Hillier,  Thomas,  Guardian,  424- 

Hills,  William,  Overseer,  245. 

Hillyard,  C,  338. 

Hilton,  Giles,  Preston  House,  258. 

Hind,  Robert,  Overseer,  97- 

Hipkin,  John,  Guardian,  525.  y 

Hippisley,  Henry,  Lamborne  Place,  17. 

Hirst,  William,  631. 

Hitchcocic,- W.,  late  Assistant  Overseer,  [I88.3 
Hoare,  ?.  B.,  409. 
Hobhouse,  H.,  399. 

Hodges,  Edward,  Assistant  Overseer,  238. 

Hodges,  Rev.  T.  S.,  [188.] 

Hodgkins,  Tho— ,as.  Assistant  Overseer,  540. 

Hodgkinson,  Richard,  Overseer,  353. 

Hodgson,  Rev.  Douglas,  437. 

Hodgson,  E.  D.,  631. 

Hodgson,  John,  Overseer,  97. 

Hodgson,  Rev.  John,  351. 

Hodgson,  Williau',  Overseer,  105. 

Hogs,  James,  336. 

Holbech,  William,  J.P.,  368. 

Holbeck,  William,  544. 

Holdilch,  A.,  Guardian,  316. 

Holds  worth.  Rev.  Robert,  134. 

Holland,  James,  609. 

HoUebone,  Charles,  Assistant  Overseer,  532. 
Holmden,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  243. 
Holmes,  J.,  J. P.,  307. 
Hook,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  262. 
Hooker,  George,  Churchwarden,  412. 
Hooker,  Thomas,  536. 
Hooper,  William,  Churchwarden,  428. 
Hoper,  J.,  County  Treasurer,  503. 
Hopkins,  W.,  Overseer,  69. 
Hopton,  Rev.  William  Parsons,  207. 
Hopwood,  John,  Overseer,  3S9. 
Hornan,  Mr.,  Vestry  Clerk,  12. 
Home,  Rev.  Edward,  433. 
Hornsley,  Henry,  Overseer,  340. 
House,  James,  Churchwarden,  406. 
Houseman,  Henry,  596. 
How,  John,  398. 
Howel,  Kev,  G.,  654. 
Howes,  Ravnes,  318. 
Howgill,  William  Haugh,  102. 
Howsham,  John,  Overseer,  324. 
Hoyle.  Michael,  625. 
Hubble,  William,  Churchwarden,  256. 
Hughes,  Rev.  David,  653. 
Hughes,  Hugh,  Assistant  Overseer,  635. 
Hughes,  John,  J. P.,  and  Surveyor  0/  Parish  Roads, 
25. 

Huglies,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  22. 
Humphreys,  A.,  Freeholder,  651. 
Humphreys,  Edw..  iate  Churchwarden,  388. 
Hunt,  Kdward,  Overseer,  24. 
Hum,  Kev.  George,  447. 


Hunt,  Rev.  Dr.  Philip,  9. 

Hunt,  William,  (Gringley  on  the  Hill,)  36!. 

Hunt,  Will  iam,  Churchwarden,  366. 

Hunter,  Robert,  Assistant  Overseer,  165. 

Huntley,  Rev.  R.  W.,  385. 

Huntley,  George,  Overseer,  514. 

Hurd,  John,  Overseer,  405. 

Hurrell,  Charles,  Churchwarden,  182. 

Hurrell,  Swann,  Overseer,  55. 

Hurry,  William,  Overseer,  66. 

Hustler,  Orbeli,  Churchwarden,  453. 

Hutchinson,  Rev.  James,  627. 

Hutchinson,  John,  Overseer,  292. 

Hutchinson,  Thomas,  208. 

Hutton,  Richard,  Overseer,  [562.] 

Ibberson,  Isaac,  Overseer,  232. 
lllidge,  Thomas,  539. 
Hon,  J.  A.,  137. 

Ingliam,  Joseph,  Churchwarden,  619. 
Ingleby,  Thomas,  Lawkland  Hall,  620. 
Ingram,  James,  Churchwarden,  522. 
Isley,  John,  Overseer,  71. 
Iven.«,  Richard,  41. 

Jackson,  James,  Guardian,  620. 

Jackson,  John,  Overseer,  1 13. 

Jackson,  John,  Overseer,  556. 

Jackson,  Rev.  John,  106,  109,  116. 

Jackson,  Robert,  Churchwarden,  172. 

Jackson,  R.  T.,  Assistant  Overseer,  582. 

Jacobs,  William  Hearn,  Guardian,  417. 

Jalland,  Charles,  Assistant  Overseer,  357. 

James,  Rev.  Morris,  214. 

James,  P.  M.,  late  Overseer,  586. 

James,  William,  Overseer,  305. 

Jameson,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  [559.] 

Jarvis,  Daniel,  Churchwarden,  254. 

Jarvis,  S.  R.,  4)3. 

Jee,  Thomas,  Vicar  and  J. P.,  189. 

Jeffery,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  500. 

Jeffery,  William,  Overseer,  238. 

Jeffiies,  Henry,  Churchwarden,  468. 

Jenner,  R.  M.,  Overseer,  23. 

Jenner,  'i'.,  Overseer,  525. 

Jennings,  Withers,  Churchwarden,  [187.] 

Jenyns,  George,  Bottesham  Hall,  50. 

Jerram,  Rev.  Charles,  J. P.,  477. 

Jervoise,  G.  P.,  423. 

Jeston,  Rev.  Henry  P.,  33. 

Jewhurst,  William,  Overseer,  249. 

Jewison,  C,  626. 

Jewitt,  Joseph,  Overseer,  344. 

Jobson,  Robert,  Overseer,  352. 

Johnson,  Rev.  Arthur,  144. 

Johnson,  Croxton,  Overseer,  74. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  Churchwarden,  246. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  284. 

Jones,  Henry,  Assistant  Overseer,  545. 

Jones,  Rev.  Henry,  645. 

Jones,  James,  232. 

Jones,  Robert,  Overseer,  78. 

Jones,  William  Fowler,  Overseer,  235,  507. 

Jones,  Wilson,  643. 

Jordan,  Rt  v.  J.,  374. 

Joyner,  W.,  194. 

Judd,  Robert,  Overseer,  2. 

Keen,  Richard,  Overseer,  455. 

Keene,  Rev.  Charles  Edmund,  476. 

Kemp,  William,  Overseer,  [187-] 

Kemp,  William  R.,  314. 

Kempsall,  Robert,  Overseer,  362. 

Kennett,  Thomas,  265. 

Kennelt,  Rev.  Jarvis,  475. 

Kent,  Moses,  Churchwarden,  427- 

Kenyon,  T.,  Overseer,  354. 

Keyte,  hamuel.  Assistant  Overseer,  369. 

King,  Charles,  Vestry  Clerk,  474.  486. 

King,  James,  Churchwarden,  570. 

King,  John,  287. 
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King,  Thomas,  G27. 
Kin^,  Tliomas,  Overseer,  592. 
Kinler,  William,  595. 
Kirbell,  Robert,  330. 

Kirkham,  John,  late  Contractor,  289,  290,  292,  293. 

Knight,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  521. 

Knott,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  401. 

Knowles,  Charles,  550. 

Kynaston,  John,  Vestry  Clerk,  395. 

Lacy,  Rev.  Richard,  634. 
Lake,  George,  Overseer,  250. 
Lake,  William,  236,  242. 
Laker,  W.,  Overseer,  536. 
Lambert,  Charles,  Overseer,  195. 
Landers,  George,  Overseer,  348. 
Landor,  Rev.  C.,  440. 
Langdcn,  George,  Overseer,  135. 
Langlands,  John  Charles,  342. 
Lantaffe,  James,  56. 
Laiham,  Benjamin,  Overseer,  521. 
Latimer,  Edward,  375. 
Law,  F.,  Overseer,  333. 
Lawrence,  George,  J.P.,  580. 
Lawrence,  Henry,  Churchwarden,  59. 
Lawrence,  Rev.  Thomas,  368. 
Lawry,  Joseph,  Overseer,  94. 
Lawson,  Rev.  G.G.,  112. 
Leake,  J.  Martin,  J.P.,  190. 
Lean,  J.,  Churchwarden,  193. 
Lear,  Rev.  Francis,  569. 
Lechmere,  John,  J.P.,  367. 
Ledbitter,  Thomas,  Overseer,  523. 
Lee,  Rev,  Lancelot  Charles,  382. 
Lee,  James,  Overseer,  332. 
Le  Gayt,  Rev.  P.,  J. P.,  253. 
Leighton,  Baldwin,  Loton  Paik,  38.). 
Leighton,  John,  Overseer,  348. 
Lester,  William,  Overseer,  288. 
Levett,  Rev.  Walter,  12. 
Lewey,  S.,  Overseer,  525. 
Lewin,  John,  Churchwarden,  472. 
Lewiii,  Samuel,  662. 

Lewin,  Rev.  S.J.,  513.  0 
Lewis,  John,  J.P.,  658. 
Lewis,  Robert,  Overseer,  612. 
Lewis,  William,  Churchwarden,  388. 
Le  Worthy,  Rev.  William,  57. 
Ley,  Rev."  J.,  125. 

Liddall,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  606. 

Lilly,  Kobert,  197. 

Limb,  Charles,  Overseer,  353. 

Lindfiekl,  J.,  Vestry  Clerk,  525. 

Lindley,  John,  Overseer,  360. 

Lindsey,  Joseph  L.,  Assistant  Overseer,  136. 

Lipscombe,  Rev.  G.,  47. 

Lister,  George,  Proprietor,  598. 

Little,  J.,  Overseer,  1 17. 

Little,  John,  1  12. 

Little,  Joseph,  160. 

Little,  William,  Churchwarden,  594. 

Llewellin,  John,  Churchwarden,  303. 

Lloyd,  Rev.  C.  A.  A.,  396. 

Llovd,  John,  653. 

Llovd,  E.,  J.P.,  649. 

Lloyd,  Rev.  George  N.  K.,  393. 

Lloyd,  Rev.  Thomas,  223. 

Long,  John,  577. 

Longland,  Joseph,  Overseer,  340. 

Longland,  Thomas,  233. 

Loraine,  R.  G.,  488. 

Lorraine,  William,  J. P.,  147. 

Lott,  H.  B.,  125. 

Lovatt,  Samuel,  644. 

Love,  J.,  Assistant  Overseer,  449. 

Lovett,  J.  v.,  J.P.,  396. 

Lowe,  Robert,  J.P.,  355. 

Lower,  Richard,  Vestry  Clerk,  498. 

Lowndes,  William  F.,  367. 

Lowihian,  J.,  Overseer,  1 1  7. 

Luard,  William,  Deputy  Lieutenant  i:  J. P.,  [190.] 


Lucas,  Henry,  Assi*-lant  Overseer,  446. 
Lucas,  S.T.,  J.P.,  393. 
Luck,  Charles,  Overseer,  499. 
Lumbert,  R.  C,  Churchwarden,  202. 
Lunnon,  William,  Churchwarden,  37. 
Lushington,  William  John,  J. P.,  260. 
Lutwidge,  S.,  J.P.,  1 10. 
Lyford,  W.,  Overseer,  14. 
Lythall,  John,  549. 

Mackness,  George,  Overseer,  231. 

Maddock,  Edward,  Overseer,  230. 

Maddy,  Walter,  Overseer,  636. 

Magens,  M.  Dorrien,  J. P.,  507. 

Majendie,  Ashurst,  Deputy  Lieutenant,  178. 

Malcolm,  Rev.  Gilbert,  202. 

Mallett,  Hugh,  J.P.,  129. 

Manfiehl,  William,  Churchwarden,  455. 

Mann,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  451. 

Mansbridge,  Robert  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  41 1. 

Maplestone,  John,  Overseer,  464. 

Mapletoft,  Robert,  Churchwarden  &  J.P.,  468. 

Marchant,  John,  513. 

Marks,  Rev.  Richard,  42. 

Markwell,  Joseph,  Overseer,  183. 

Marriage,  Joseph,  170. 

Marriot,  William,  362. 

Marriott,  Major  General  Thomas,  J. P.  588. 

Marsh,  Rev.  Williaiw',  86. 

Marshall,  James,  Overseer,  625. 

Martin,  John,  Overseer,  192. 

Martin,  John,  Overseer,  512. 

Martin,  Matthew,  Assistant  Overseer,  481. 

Martin,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  (S.ileliurst,)  .022. 

Martin,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  (Harlsop,)  560. 

Maskall,  William  Hands,  Overseer,  537. 

Mason,  James,  Overseer,  611. 

Mason,  Robert  Pope,  Overseer,  35. 

Mason,  Thomas,  Freeholder,  611. 

Massey,  John,  Overseer,  77. 

Massingberd,  Rev.  F,  C,  J.P.,  296. 

Master,  C.  L.  H.,  J.P.,  487. 

Maicham,  (ieorge,  572. 

Matthews,  John,  Overseer,  1 99. 

Matthews,  T.,  Overseer,  389. 

Maude,  James,  Overseer,  624. 

Maude,  John,  J.P.,  630. 

Maude,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  614. 

Maude,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  622. 

May,  Humphrey,  Assistant  Overseer,  [189.] 

May,  Samuel,  430. 

May,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  132. 
May,  William,  Overseer,  82. 
Mayes,  Henry,  Churchwarden,  309. 
Maynard,  Edmund  G.,  J.P.,  121. 
Meares,  George,  654. 
Meatheringham,  J.  J.,  Overseer,  294. 
Meek,  W.,  Overseer,  320. 
Mellersh,  William,  480. 
Mtlmoth,  J.P.,  145. 
Metcalfe,  William,  54. 
Michell,  Edward,  Overseer,  399. 
Michel  I,  Rev.  T.  P.,  57. 
Mitchell,  John,  Churchwarden,  482. 
Mitchell,  Samuel,  Vestry  Clerk,  629. 
Miller,  David,  Assistant  Overseer,  517. 
Miller,  F.  S.,  549. 
Miller,  Giles,  249. 
Miller,  John,  470. 

Miller,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  216. 

]Mills,  Assistant  Overseer,  71. 

Mills,  Arthur  Corf,  Churchwarden,  513, 

Mills,  William,  J.P„  150. 

Milner,  Rev,  Robert,  563. 

Minett,  John,  Overseer,  55. 

Moggridge,  J.  H.,  303, 

Moggs,  Joseph,  291, 

Moon,  Thomas  Trill,  512, 

Moor,  Rev.  J,  H,  C,  543. 

Moore,  Daniel,  Assistant  Overseer,  521. 

Moore,  Edward,  J.P.,  449. 
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Moore,  George,  268. 

Moore,  J<5lin,  589. 

Moore,  Joseph,  Overseer,  623. 

Moore,  Rev.  Richard,  274. 

Moore,  Thomas  George,  Overseer,  327. 

Moore,  William,  Overseer,  214. 

Morant,  John,  J. P.,  415. 

Morgan,  Edward,  J.P.,  645. 

Morgan,  John,  Overseer,  659. 

Morgan,  Lewis,  637. 

Morphew,  William,  509. 

Morris,  Henry  Bebb,  3. 

Mortiboyes,  John,  Schoolmaster,  547. 

Morton,  Richard,  352. 

Mosely,  Charles,  Overseer,  67. 

Mosley,  Sir  Oswald,  Bart.,  123. 

Mosiey,  Spencer,  Assistant  Overseer,  523. 

Moss,  Benjamin,  362. 

Mossop,  B.  A.,  Overseer,  294. 

Mount,  William,  J. P.  and  Overseer,  28. 

Mountain,  Rev.  J.  H.  B.,  2,  219. 

Muniford,  Elisha,  Vestry  Clerk,  187- 

Munday,  John,  Churchwarden,  421. 

Munday,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  217. 

Murton,  Nicholas,  Churchwarden,  248. 

Musker,  James,  Overseer,  278. 

Myers,  Rev.  Charles  John,  360. 


Nash,  Thomas,  Overseer,  54. 

Neame,  T.,  Chairman  of  Select  Vestry,  242. 

Nelson,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  269. 

Nethercoat,  John,  J. P.,  338. 

Neve,  Rev.  Frederick  H.,  8. 

New,  Edmund  Callow,  Overseer,  192. 

Newbegin,  George,  34). 

Newberry,  John  Wilmot,  378. 

Newbold,  James,  Overseer,  280. 

Newbould,  Samuel,  junior,  613. 

Newby,  Rev.  George,  166. 

Newconie,  Rev.  Thomas,  224. 

Newman,  Henry  Wenman,  193. 

Newman,  James,  Overseer,  499. 

Newman,  Rev.  John,  [190.] 

Newman,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  459. 

Newman,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  50. 

Newport,  John,  Churchwarden,  171. 

Newport,  William,  Churchwarden,  179. 

Nicholls,  John,  84. 

Nichols,  William,  270. 

Nicholson,  James  R.,  Overseer,  158. 

Nihill,  Rev.  D  ,  651. 

Nockolds,  Martin,  185. 

Norman,  John,  Overseer,  1 10. 

Norman,  Richard,  J.P.,  284. 

Norrington,  William,  Overseer,  44. 

Norris,  John,  492. 

Nunn,  Rev.  Preston,  388. 

Numi,  Thomas,  180. 


Oakes,  Joseph,  Overseer,  79. 

Ockley,  J.  T.,  Parish  Clerk,  207. 

Ogden,  William,  Churchwarden,  279. 

Okeden,  D.  O.  P.,  143. 

Oldershaw,  Rev.  John,  319. 

Oldham,  Rev.  John,  188. 

Oliver,  John,  Overseer,  91. 

Ollivant,  Rev.  Alfred,  638. 

Onley,  Cliailes  Savill,  Stisted  Hall,  187. 

Onslow,  Rev.  Arthur,  484. 

Onslow,  Rev.  G.  W.,  487. 

Orde,  Rev.  John,  436. 

Orlebar,  Richard  L  ,  7- 

Orton,  John,  Overseer,  545. 

Ortoii,  Richard,  junior.  Overseer,  53. 

Osborne,  Dennis,  Overseer,  195. 

Otter,  Rev.  Edward,  343. 

Otter,  Rev.  W.,  J. P.,  390. 

Overman,  T.  M.,  Churchwarden,  5. 

Owen.  Richard,  Bailiff,  276. 


Packer,  Edward,  Overseer,  245. 

Page,  Frederick,  Deputy  Lieutenant,  23. 

Page,  Thomas,  J.P.,  477. 

Page,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  553. 

Page,  William,  Overseer,  548. 

Paine,  Joseph,  1 94. 

Paine,  William,  Overseer,  584. 

Palmer,  E.,  Churchwarden,  218. 

Palmer,  John,  Overseer,  1 19. 

Pape,  D.,  Assistant  Overseer,  108. 

Parfett,  H.  B.,  420- 

Parker,  Thomas  N.,  392. 

Parker,  William,  Overseer,  270. 

Parkin,  Rev.  Charles,  252. 

Parkin,  Thomas,  Overseer,  356. 

Parkin,  William,  Perpetual  Overseer,  359. 

Parlby,  Rev.  J.  Hall,  128. 

Parris,  John,  511. 

Parsons,  Rev.  Henry  J.,  491. 

Parsons,  J.,  Overseer,  217. 

Parsons,  John,  Churchwarden,  572. 

Parsons,  Richard,  Overseer,  89. 

Partington,  T.,  J. P.,  508. 

Pasco,  Walter,  Assistant  Overseer,  587. 

Patrick,  Joseph,  630. 

Paxton,  Robert,  Overseer,  156. 

Payne,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  (Fulbourn,)  56. 

Payne,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  (Lenham,)  252. 

Payne,  Jonas,  senior,  Overseer,  331. 

Payne,  Samuel,  Assistant  Overseer,  572. 

Payne,  William,  Churchwarden,  509. 

Payne,  William,  Overseer,  520. 

Paynter,  John,  82. 

Peacock,  Henry,  Asiistant  Overseer,  607. 

Peacock,  Henry,  Churchwarden,  217. 

Pearse,  James,  Parish  Clerk,  91. 

Pearse,  Rev.  Thomas,  9. 

Pearson,  Rev.  Arthur,  186. 

Pearson,  Henry,  599. 

Pearson,  Rev.  John,  186. 

Pearson,  Joseph,  Vestry  Clerk,  117. 

Pearson,  William,  Vestry  Clerk,  558. 

Peberdy,  William,  Overseer,  287. 

Peet,  John,  Churchwarden,  354. 

Pemberton,  Rev.  Robert  N.,  388. 

Pence,  H.  N.,  J.P.,  450. 

Pepys,  Rev.  Henry,  227. 

I'erkins,  William,  Overseer,  603. 

Perrott,  John,  Overseer,  615. 

Perry,  Edward,  Overseer,  177. 

PeteV,  William,  J.P.,  90. 

Pheby,  Edward,  Overseer,  36. 

Phillipps,  James,  Acting  Overseer,  657. 

Phillips,  Benjamin,  660. 

Phillips,  John  Edstone>  556. 

Phillips,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.,  582. 

Phillips,  Thomas,  Overseer,  167. 

Phillips,  William,  Overseer,  167. 

Phipps,  John,  Overseer,  344. 

Pickard,  Samuel,  Overseer,  622. 

Pickering,  John,  Overseer,  75,  SO. 

Piercy,  Thomas,  374. 

Pierrepont,  Philip  Sydney,  J.P.,  334. 

Pigott,  Rev.  John  Dryden,  389. 

Pinches,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  395. 

Pinchin,  Samuel,  Overseer,  567. 

Pitman,  Rev.  Thomas,  502. 

Pitt,  Henry,  Assistant  Overseer,  132. 

Pittman,  John,  Churchwarden,  373. 

Place,  Rev.  M.  W.,  142. 

Plenderleath,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  98. 

Pluckwell,  H.,  299. 

Pluncket,  Rev.  Robert,  598. 

Pocock,  John,  Churchwarden,  46. 

Pollen,  Richard,  579. 

Pollock,  W.,  104. 

Poole,  J.,  193. 

Poole,  Rev.  John,  652. 

Poole,  Thomas,  J. P.,  407. 

Poore,  Rev.  John,  J. P.,  256. 

Pope,  John,  Guardian,  237. 
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Pops,  Peter,  Assistant  Overseer,  2  10. 
Popliuin,  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  W.  L.,  576. 
Porcher,  Charles,  Huiitstoii  ILill,  457. 
Portman,  E.  B.,  J. P.,  137- 
Porter,  Humphrey,  Overseer,  191. 
Potter,  John,  Overseer,  563. 
Potts,  Robert,  Assistant  Overseer,  558. 
Powell,  George,  Churcluvarden,  252. 
Powell,  Thomas,  Overseer,  204. 
Power,  John,  Overseer,  538. 
Powley,  Robert,  112. 
Pratt,  Thomas,  Overseer,  32. 
Pretty,  Richard,  454. 
Pretyman,  Rev.  John,  J.P.,  43. 
Price,  D,,  Churchwarden,  636. 
Price,  Rev.  George,  1 75. 
Price,  Richard  Francis,  646. 
Prideaux,  Edward,  Overseer,  87. 
Priestly,  W.,  Churchwarden,  629. 
Prime,  Thomas,  Overseer,  49. 
Pring,  Samuel,  435. 

Priagle,  George,  Police  Commissioner,  161. 
Procter,  W.  M.,  Churchwarden,  221. 
Protlaeroe,  Rev.  David,  640. 
Proud,  Michael,  Overseer,  633. 
Puffell,  Joseph,  37.  • 
PuUeine,  Bevis,  Overseer,  613. 
Pursglove,  Robert,  Overseer,  512. 
Pussin,  S.,  Overseer,  37. 
Pyne,  Rev.  William,  405. 

Quick,  William,  Overseer,  76. 

Quy,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  184. 

Raddis,  Edward,  Overseer,  554. 
Radnor,  Earl  of,  13. 
Ram,  Rev.  A.  J.,  441. 
Ramsey,  G.  H.,  166. 
Ramshay,  Rev.  Thomas,  101. 
Randall,  Rev.  James,  10. 
RatcliflT,  Richard,  37. 
Rawson,  Thomas,  Overseer,  283. 
Ray,  Charles,  Churchwarden,  119. 
Ray,  William,  Overseer,  428. 
Reade,  John,  Ipsden  House,  376. 
Rebanks,  John,  Overseer,  116.' 
Reed,  Anthony,  Land  Agent,  152,  153. 
Reed,  W.,  Assistant  Overseer,  128. 
Reed,  William,  Churchwarden,  299. 
Reeves,  Harry,  577. 

Reeves,  John,  Trustee  of  Stockman's  Charity,  572. 

Reynolds,  H.,  Overseer,  365. 

Rham,  Rev.  W.  L.,  29. 

Rhodes,  James  Armitage,  619. 

Richards,  George,  96. 

Richards,  Rev.  Henry,  642. 

Richards,  Rev.  R.,  458. 

Richardson,  David,  Assistant  Overseer,  109. 

Richardson,  John,  Overseer,  217. 

Richardson,  Richard,  Overseer,  584. 

Richardson,  S.,  Assistant  Overseer,  181. 

Richardson,  Thomas,  491. 

Rickard,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  64. 

Ricketts,  John,  193. 

Ricketts,  Samuel,  Clerk  to  Directors  of  the  Poor,  201 . 

Riddle,  George,  Overseer,  83. 

Rider,  Thomas,  J.P.,  238. 

Ridge,  Henry,  Overseer,  489. 

Ridley,  John,  Vestry  Clerk,  505. 

Riley,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  553. 

Rimington,  John,  362. 

Rippington,  Edward,  533. 

Rippon,  Rev.  John,  562. 

Roberts,  Edward,  Assistant  Overseer,  1 74.  • 

Roberts,  George,  Overseer,  630.  633. 

Roberts,  John,  Overseer,  132. 

Roberts,  Robert,  Overseer,  642. 

Roberts,  Thomas,  271. 

Robertson,  Edward  Oakley,  Assistant  Overseer,  204. 
Robertson,  Rev.  Love,  208. 
Robinson,  Frederick,  Overseer,  62. 


Robinson,  George,  451. 

Robinson,  J.,  Overseer,  1G6. 

Robinson,  John,  Assistiint  Overseer,  336. 

Kobinsoi),  Thomas,  424. 

Robinson,  1'hoinas,  Overseer,  155. 

Robinson,  Rev.  Thomas,  20. 

Robinson,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  150. 

Robinson,  William,  Overseer,  (Caldbeck,)  102. 

Robinson,  William,  Overseer,  (Melmerl)y,)  1  13. 

Robson,  Josei^i,  Vestry  Clerk,  344. 

Kodd,  F.  Heurle,  J.  P.,  92. 

Kodwell,  George,  322. 

Rodwell,  J.  M.,  Overseer,  461. 

RofiFey,  Robert,  Churchwarden,  485. 

Rogers,  Francis  T.,  142. 

Rogers,  Isaac,  Overseer,  177. 

Rogers,  Rev.  J.,  J.P.,  90. 

Rogers,  James,  Overseer,  568. 

Rogers,  John,  340. 

Rogers,  Richard,  Overseer,  86. 

Rolph,  Thonias,  Surgeon,  184. 

Rose,  Thomas,  425. 

Rose,  William  R.,  J.P.,  336. 

Ross,  Rfv.  John  Alexander,  265. 

Rons,  W.  1^,  J.P.,  329. 

Routledge,  Christopher,  Overseer, ,99. 

RowcliflTe,  Charles,  406. 

Rowe,  George,  Overseer,  86". 

Rowe,  Robert,  131. 

Rowland,  Daniel,  J.P.,  505. 

Rowlandson,  John,  564. 

Rumbold,  Henry,  566. 

RumboU,  Timothy,  574. 

Rush,  H.,  420. 

Rushton,  Thomas,  Overseer,  278. 
Rust,  Thomas,  Albury  House,  219. 

.Salkeld,  Robert,  140. 
Sanders,  Henry,  Overseer,  336. 
Sanders,  John,  Solicitor,  274. 
Sanderson,  J.,  Churchwarden,  247. 
Sands,  John,  Overseer,  281. 
Sandys,  Myles,  junior,  J.P.,  271. 
Sargeant,  Richard,  Assistant  Overseer,  370. 
Sargeaunt,  Rev.  John,  333. 
Saunders,  P.,  Assistant  Overseer,  130. 
Savage,  Stephen,  582. 
Savery,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  634. 
Sawbridge,  H.B.,  335. 
Sawtell,  Joseph,  404. 
Sawyer,  Charles,  J.P.,  12. 
Sawyer,  J.,  J.P.,  29. 
Scale,  Henry,  647. 
Scarf,  Abraham,  Overseer,  61. 
Scorey,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  427. 
Scott,  Charles  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  147. 
Scott,  J.  Overseer,  312. 
Scott,  Rev.  T.  H.,  352. 
Scott,  William,  Overseer,  361. 
Scovell,  John,  Churchwarden,  413. 
Scrase,  John,  Churchwarden,  500. 
Scrope,  G.  PouUett,  569. 
Scruby,  William,  Overseer,  61. 
Seabrook,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  169. 
Seagrave,  J.,  Castle  Ashby,  340. 
Seagrave,  Samuel,  Churchwarden,  335. 
Searle,  Edmund,  Churchwarden,  489. 
Searle,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  289. 
Searle,  William,  Surveyor,  S9. 
Seatou,  Francis,  233. 
Sedgwick,  Rev.  John,  611. 
Selby,  Alexander,  Churchwarden,  267. 
Seldon,  Thomas,  Overseer,  129. 
Selmes,  Samuel,  Churchwarden,  492. 
Serle,  Philip,  J.P.,  378. 
Seward,  John,  Overseer,  51. 
Sewell,  Daniel,  Overseer,  333. 
Shackleton,  John,  Governor  of  Workhouse,  620. 
Shakel!,  Mr.,  Churchwarden,  1 2. 
Share,  Charles,  Vestry  Clerk  and  Acting  Overseer,  212. 
bharp,  James,  Churchwarden,  168. 
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Sharp,  John,  304. 
Sharpe,  Thomas,  35J. 
Sharpe,  William,  359. 
Shaw,  Daniel,  Overseer,  75. 
Shaw,  Isaac,  J. P.,  100. 
Shawe,  R.  N.,  J.P.,  459. 

Shearing,  William,  Overseer,  452. 

Shelton,  George,  Churchwarden,  228. 

Shepard,  Charles,  Overseer,  482. 

Sheppard,  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart.,  44 1! 

Sheppard,  Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  Hart.,  45. 

Sherborn,  Francis,  Overseer,  299. 

Sherlock,  George,  Assistant  Overseer,  357. 

Sherratt,  T.  B.,  Churchwarden,  484. 

Shill,  Thomas,  Overseer,  200. 

Short,  William,  Overseer,  365. 

Shorthoiise,  Thomas,  Overseer,  583. 

Sidford,  James  Mills,  Overseer,  578. 

Simmonds,  Thomas,  Overseer,  480. 

Simmonds,  William,  40. 

Simonds,  W.,  436. 

Simpson,  Robert,  Churchwarden,  453- 

Simpson,  William,  Overseer,  170. 

Simpson,  William,  Overseer,  485. 

Singer,  Samuel,  Assistant  Overseer,  5G7. 

Skillington,  Wiiliam,tAssistaut  Overseer,  339,  340. 

Slaney,  R.  A.,  387. 

Slater,  Benjamin,  Vestry  Clerk,  613. 

Slater,  Edward,  344. 

Smith,  B.,  153. 

Smith,  Bidwell,  Clerk  to  Overseers,  58. 

Smith,  Christopher,  Overseer,  346. 

Smith,  G.,  Assistant  Overseer,  517. 

Smith,  George,  Overseer  and  Farmer,  156. 

Smith,  John,  Estate  Agent,  515. 

Smith,  John,  Overseer,  (Methingham,)  463. 

Smith,  John,  Overseer,  (Potter  Newton,)  624. 

Smith,  John,  Overseer,  (Startiorth,)  603. 

Smith,  John,  Overseer,  (Whitburn,)  165. 

Smith,  Joseph,  Overseer,  549. 

Smith,  Robert,  244. 

Smith,  Robert,  Overseer,  610. 

Smith,  Robert,  Farmer,  157. 

Smith,  S.,  616. 

Smith,  Sydney,  578. 

Smith,  Thomas,  151.  155. 

Smith,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  585. 

Smith,  Thomas,  Grocer,  564. 

Smith,  Thomas,  Overseer,  [189,]  [190.] 

Smith,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  132. 

Smith,  William,  Overseer,  228. 

Smyths,  Rev.  P.  M.,  553. 

Smythies,  J.  R.,  210. 

Sna'shall,  John,  Overseer,  238. 

Snowden,  John,  398. 

Soper,  R.,  Overseer,  133. 

Southorn,  Simon,  Overseer,  253. 

Spanton,  Henry,  Overseer,  257. 

Spencer,  Alexander,  Overseer,  623. 

Spencer,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  425. 

Sperling,  Rev.  H.  J.,  62. 

Sperling,  Rev.  James,  182. 

Spooner,  Rev.  W.,  543. 

Springate,  John,  533. 

Squires,  George,  354. 

Stackhouse,  T.  P.,  386. 

Stace,  W.,  Overseer,  493. 

Staffurlh,  William,  232. 

Stanbridge,  John,  Overseer,  536. 

Stanger,  Rev.  E.,  119. 

Stanken,  Daniel,  225. 

Stanley,  Edward,  J.P.,  115. 

Stathain,  Willian),  Overseer,  34. 

Steel,  John,  Overseer,  138. 

Steele,  William,  Vestry  Clerk,  1 18.. 

Slempson,  Thomas,  Overseer,  229. 

Stent,  William,  527. 

Stephen,  Rev.  William,  31. 

Stephens,  Edward,  Overseeis  67. 

Stephens,  John,  V^estry  Clerk,  83. 

Stephens,  Joseph,  Overseer,  209. 


Stephenson,  Robert,  344. 

Stevens,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  1 1. 

Steuart,  Rev.  C.  A.,  480. 

Stewart,  A.,  Churchwarden,  35. 

Still,  Rev.  John,  junior,  573. 

Stirry,  Wasey,  Vestry  Clerk,  185. 

Stockford,  James,  582. 

Stocks,  M.,  late  J.P.,  623. 

Stoddarl,  John,  Overseer,  149- 

Stokes,  A.  J.,  Assistant  Overseer,  170. 

Stokes,  George,  Overseer,  662. 

Stokes,  Richard,  Churchv/nrden,  171. 

Stokes,  Thomas,  junior,  659. 

Storer,  Rev.  John,  J.P.,  361. 

Stracey,  John,  J.P.,  324. 

Slradb'roke,  Earl  of,  469. 

Straight,  George,  Overseer,  1 79. 

Streat,  Joseph,  Farmer,  410. 

Streatfield,  H.,  240. 

Strickland,  George,  M.P.,  599. 

Strickland,  Walter,  Cokethorpe  Park,  371. 

Studholme,  Joseph,  Solicitor  and  Chairman  to  Select 

Vestry,  120. 
Sumner,  George  Holme,  478. 
Sumner,  James,  Town  Clerk,  270. 
Surtees,  Robert,  152.  153. 
Sutcliffe,  Richard,  Assistant  Overseer,  628. 
Sutton,  George,  Overseer,  505. 
Sutton,  Robert,  Overseer,  458. 
Swabey,  Maurice,  J.P.,  39. 
Sworder,  Robert,  jimior,  Overseer,  227. 
Sydney,  Viscount,  2ol. 
Symonds,  Rev.  Thomas,  372. 
Symonds,  Thomas  E.,  Visitor,  414. 

Taber,  James,  Overseer,  180. 

Taddy.  Rev.  John,  6. 

Talbot,  George,  J.P.,  201. 

Talbot,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  J.P.,  134. 

Tarpley,  Rev.  K.  M.  R.,  J.P.,  334. 

Tarrant,  James,  Churchwarden,  422. 

Tatam,  John,  296. 

Tattam,  Rev.  Henry,  48. 

Taylor,  Charles,  Churchwarden,  133. 

Taylor,  H.  H.,  Assistant  Overseer,  162. 

Taylor,  John,  614. 

Taylor,  John,  Guardian,  206. 

Taylor,  John  Stopford,  609. 

Taylor,  Rev.  Robert,  193. 

Taylor,  Rev.  Robert,  J.P.,  440. 

Taylor,  Thomas,  Overseer,  365. 

Tavlor,  William,  Churchwarden,  318. 

Taylor,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  344. 

Taylor,  William,  Churchwarden  and  Overseer,  57. 

Teal,  John,  senior,  356. 

Teal,  John,  junior,  356. 

Teasdale,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  105. 

Tennant,  James,  Overseer,  605. 

Territt,  William,  LL.D.,  452. 

Testoff,  John,  233. 

Thackrah,  George,  Churchwarden,  300. 
Thatcher,  Thomas,  Overseer,  512. 
Thirnbeck,  William,  Overseer,  502. 
Thomas,  George,  652. 
Thomas,  Inigo,  J.P.,  533. 
Thomas,  John,  Overseer,  651.  654. 
Thomas,  8.,  Assistant  Overseer,  493. 
1'homas,  Thomas,  Overseer,  640. 
Thompson,  Rev.  John,  560. 
Thornton,  Samuel,  Overseer,  591. 
Thorp,  Rev.  John,  544. 
Thorpe,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  42. 
Threlkeld,  Rev.  Philip,  563, 
Tiller,  J ollli,  Assistant  Overseer,  419. 
Tilson,  James,  Churchwarden,  373. 
Tindle,  John,  late  Churchwarden,  345. 
Tinker,  Samuel,  Overseer,  613. 
Tinlev,  Thomas,  Overseer,  355. 
Tinslev,  G.,  Overseer,  2.  29-1. 
Tinsley,  W.,  Ovtrseer,  294. 
Tomkins,  John  Cole,  490. 
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Tomlinson,  J.,  Acting  Overseer,  1/5. 

Tonimas,  William,  Overseer,  531. 

Tompkins,  John  Cole,  Churchwarden,  519. 

Toms,  William,  127. 

Tonks,  ,T.  A.,  Vestrv  Clerk,  444. 

Tooke,  Rev.  Alfred',  408. 

Toppin,  John,  218. 

Topping,  John,  104. 

Tournay,  Robert,  junior,  Vestry  Clerk,  495. 

Towle,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  291. 

Townsend,  Rev.  George,  600. 

Townsend,  William,  Overseer,  41. 

Tracey,  Thomas,  Overseer,  [190.] 

Trecothick,  James,  259. 

Trelwing,  Samson,  Assistant  Overseer,  S3. 

Tremayne,  W.  H.,  J.P.,  85. 

Troughton,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  557. 

Tubb,  Daniel,  Overseer,  35. 

Tuckernian,  William,  126. 

Tuckett,  Alfred,  195. 

Tulloch,  James,  Overseer,  144. 

Tully,  John,  507. 

Turner,  Abraham,  581. 

Turner,  George,  400. 

Turner,  George,  Churchwarden,  504. 

Turner,  J.,  Churchwarden,  365. 

Turner,  J.  S.,  Overseer,  524. 

Turner,  James,  Overseer,  500. 

Turner,  John,  535. 

Turner,  Joseph,  Churchwarden,  373. 

Turner,  Richard,  Overseer,  412. 

Turner,  Thom.as,  526. 

'I'urner,  W.,  Overseer,  365. 

Turpin,  James,  Overseer,  127. 

Tutton,  John,  Overseer,  577. 

Twitchell,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  9. 

'I'wvnam,  J.  T.,  Manor  House,  434. 

Tyas,  Jonathan,  Vestry  Clerk,  632. 

Tylden,  J.  A..  Manor  House,  254. 

Tyson,  George,  270. 

Upton,  Henry,  243. 

Vane,  Sir  F.F.,  Bart.,  109. 

Venables,  Rev.J.,  J.F.,  139. 

Venables,  R.,  661. 

Vernev,  Sir  Harry,  Bart.,  J. P.,  33. 

Verrall,  G.  H.,  520. 

Verrall,  R.,  Overseer,  508. 

Verty,  Joshua,  344. 

Vickery,  Thomas,  Overseer,  412. 

Vincent,  Rev.  William,  St.  Andrew,  494. 

Waddefcw,  Matthew,  Assistant  Overseer,  59. 
Wadworlh,  George,  620. 
Wakefield,  Edward  W.,  500. 
Wakefield,  Richard,  Select  Vestryman,  272. 
W'alker,  George,  Proprietor,  8cc.  175. 
Walker,  John,  Select  Vestryman,  161. 
Walker,  Rev.  Robert,  96. 
Walker,  Rev.  S.  W.,  84. 

Waller,  Edmund  Henry,  Churchwarden,  301. 
Wallis,  Abraham,  Vestry  Clerk  and  Assistant  Overseer, 
186. 

Walter,  Rev.  Henry,  141. 

Wambersley,  James,  Assistant  Overseer,  618. 

Ward,  George,  Churchwarden,  191. 

Ward,  Rev.  Dr.  James,  309. 

Ward,  Nicholas,  Overseer,  633. 

Waring,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  240. 

Warner,  John,  Overseer,  1/3. 

Warner,  William,  542. 

Warner,  William,  Overseer,  458. 

Warner,  W.  W.  Lee,  311. 

Warren,  J.,  432. 

Wasliington,  Rev.  Samuel,  618. 

Wasse,  Leonard,  Churchwarden,  138. 

Wasiie,  John,  428. 

Watford,  Alexander,  Overseer,  49. 

Watkins,  Rev.  Charles  Frederick,  574,  5/8. 

Watkins,  Rev.  C.  K.,  544. 


Watson,  Rev.  John,  103. 

AVatson,  Josej)h,  Assistant  Overseer,  115. 

Watts,  Robert,  Churchwarden,  230. 

Waud,  S.  W.,  J.P.,  612. 

Wayth,  Charles,  263. 

Weale,  Robert,  497- 

Weaver,  George,  Assistant  Overseer,  402. 

Webster,  Rev.  James,  6. 

Wedd,  Alfred,  Overseer,  [187.] 

Wedd,  William.  Overseer,  54. 

Welch,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  205. 

Weiler,  Walter,  Overseer,  404. 

Weller,  William,  Overseer,  (Battle,)  492. 

Weiler,  William,  Overseer,  (Hellinglv,)  511. 

Wells,  Rev.  George,  535. 

Wells,  Rev.  John,  10. 

Welwin,  William,  Overseer,  226. 

Wentworth,  Godfrey,  J, I*.,  634. 

AVest,  F.  R.,  424. 

West,  Rev.  John,  140. 

Weston,  John,  Overseer,  190. 

Wethered,  William,  40. 

Wetherell,  Rev.  Charles,  332. 

Whately,  Rev.  Thomas,  14. 

Whatley,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  397. 

Whicher,  Charles,  junior,  520. 

Whitaker,  Charles,  622. 

Whitaker,  William,  Overseer,  621. 

Wliiiby,  Charles,  Assistant  Overseer,  22 L 

White,  George,  Overseer,  585.  < 

White,  James,  418. 

White,  John,  Overseer,  98. 

White,  R.M.,  Churchwarden,  172. 

White,  Robert,  Overseer,  335. 

Whitehead,  Robert,  Overseer,  563. 

Whiieley,  Jeremiah,  Overseer,  625. 

Whiteman,  Richard,  late  Assistant  Overseer,  386. 

Whiting,  John,  Assistant  Overseer,  215. 

Whiting,  Thomas,  Overseer,  593. 

Whitmill,  Johi7,  Overseer,  332. 

Whitltl,  Robert,  Landowner,  52. 

Whiltel,  Thomas,  50. 

Whittle,  Thomas,  Overseer,  279. 

Whittle,  William,  Overseer,  265. 

Whitvvell,  Rev.  H.,  547. 

Whitwcrth,  Richard,  Overseer,  35b'. 

Whyte,  M.  A.,  J.P.,  443. 

Wiggins,  Bracy,  Assistant  Overseer,  417. 

Wiygins,  Thomas,  Overseer,  379. 

Wild,  James,  566. 

Wilding,  Hugh,  Overseer,  334. 

Wildman,  James  B.,  J.P.,  241. 

Wild  man,  Matthias,  Overseer,  626. 

Wilkes,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  551. 

Wilkinson,  AVilliam,  Churchwarden,  625. 

\Mlkinson,  William,  Overseer,  293. 

Williams,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  403. 

Williams,  Martin,  Assistant  Overseer,  93. 

Williams,  Robert,  Overseer,  641. 

Williams,  llev.  Rowland,  656. 

Williams,  Thomas,  302. 

Williams,  Thomas,  Deputy  Overseer,  636. 

Williams,  Thomas,  Overseer,  650. 

Williams,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  246 

Williams,  William,  Churchwarden,  301. 

Willing*,  Cornelius,  64. 

Wills,  John,  Churchwarden,  94. 

Wilmot,  Sir  E.  Eardley,  Bart.,  539. 

AVilson,  Henry,  Weslham  Abbey,  176. 

Wilson,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  163. 

Wilson,  Thomas,  Bankshall,  610. 

Wing,  T.,  Thornev  Abbey,  66 

Wingfield,  J.  M.,  384. 

Winsiauley,  W.,  271. 

Winter,  J.M.,  J. P.,  224. 

W  inter,  William,  Overseer,  292. 

Wintle,  John,  Overseer,  304. 

\\^ghers,  Robert,  Land  Agent,  7J. 

Wilts,  Uev.  F.  E.,  J.P.,  200. 

W^ood,  Bennett,  Grazier,  294. 

Wood,  Thomas,  Assistant  Overseer,  443. 
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Wood,  W.,  Overseer,  530. 
Woodcock,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry,  423. 
WooddisoD,  William,  Overseer,  397. 
Woodford,  John,  J.P.,  400. 
Woodley,  Matthew,  Churchwarden,  185. 
Woods,  John,  501. 

Woodward,  Jonathan,  Churchwarden,  280. 
Woodward,  Thomas,  Churchwarden,  587. 
Wooldridge,  Richard,  Churchwarden,  431. 
WooUey,  William,  Overseer,  77. 
Wooltorton,  W.,  Churchwarden,  311. 
Workman,  B.,  Churchwarden,  581. 
Wormald,  Joseph,  Assistant  Overseer,  C33. 
Worth,  James,  Overseer,  275. 
Worthins^ton,  Thomas,  Overseer,  281. 
Wright,  John,  357. 
Wright,  John,  Churchwarden,  544. 


Wright,  John  Eley,  Churchwarden,  4G0. 
Wright,  Peter,  Assistant  Overseer,  392. 
Wright,  Robert,  Land  Agent,  315. 
Wyalt,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  23G. 

Xinienes,  Sir  Moris,  J. P.,  27. 

Yaldwin,  W.  H.,  5 1 6. 

Yarker,  Rev.  Luke,  349. 

Yates,  Edward,  Assistant  Overseer,  288. 

Yates,  John,  lienthall,  385. 

Yeates,  J.  S.,  Clerk  to  Guardians,  488. 

Yeates,  John,  Churchwarden,  440. 

Yell,  W.,  Overseer,  167. 

Yonge,  Rev.  J.,  130. 

Young,  E.  A,,  339. 

Young,  William,  Assistant  Overseer,  251. 
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